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Mira Nair: From Salaam Bombayio hello Hollywood 


True Blue? 

■ jagmcduui Mundhra 
knows diet sex sdls, whe¬ 
ther in Hcrilywood or 
India, and so he has taken 
dte shOTtest route to suc¬ 
cess by making semi pomo- 
gra^ic films ('Namaste 
Houywood', Novemb« 
12 ). 

j He has to his credit a 
I Icmg list of sex-filled pro- 
j ductions and note the 
j tides: Night Eyes, Tropkal 
; Heat. WM Cactus, LA God- 
j dess. The Other Woman, Illi- 
I fit Br/aro/our... etc, etc. 
j Whtai in the US, friends 
j will advise you to see at 
j least one 'Jag' movie as the 
j Indian versions are hea\'i- 
■ ly censored. 

' But get Mundhra to 
! admit he makes pom 
films, he will vehemently 
defend his art saying they 
arc celebrations of love. 
Tank Baaeifee, 

I Calcutta 

« It is nice to learn that Asi¬ 
ans, Indians in particular, 
are making a niche for 
themselves in a fiercely 
(-uinpctitive sphere like 
film-production in 
Hollywood 

In India films are made 
on small budgets. Some 
blockbusters may have a 
staggering budget of R.s 10 
crore. But compare this 
with an averse H<iUy- 


wood production which 
requires $30-35 million. 
With such a small budget 
we should not expect Hol¬ 
lywood extravaganza in 
Indian films. 

Even with this limited 
resource the Indian film 
industry has been able to 
make films which have 
been technically brilliant, 
Vhpankar Koley, 

Ihtkra (Howrah) 


■ It needs more than tal¬ 
ent to be succes.sful in Hol¬ 
lywood. That in the face of 
stiff aimpetition from esta¬ 
blished dirci'tors, Indians 
like Mira Nair have found 
a fixithold there speaks 
volumes. «>t her calibre. 

But as Indians.filmma¬ 
kers like her should first 
find recognition at home 
befon' seeking fame* 
abroad. 


Saiyapt Ray, vrith his 
wealth of talent, could 
have easily shifted to Hol¬ 
lywood but he stayed in 
India and worked in Indi¬ 
an amditions (dilapidated 
studios, powercuts. poor 
facilities) and yet went on 
to win laurels at every 
intemabonal festival. 
Debashish Sen, 

Calcutta 

IS The Magazine gives 
extensive coverage to 
anything HoU 3 rwood, 
neglecting the domestic 
-scene. 

Mira Nair, Kadha Bha- 
radwaj and others are inde¬ 
ed talented directors who 
could make a name for 
themselves in an ,ilien terri¬ 
tory. But we have talented 
womeit back home, ttxi 
Apama Slen and 
Deba.shree Roy, for insLin- 
cc- T)it»y did a marvellous 
job in Rituparno Ciliosh's 
Unishc April. 

Shouldn't the Magazine 
have done a story f»n them? 
Sunil Banerjee, 

Calcutta 

S The Magazine keeps for¬ 
getting that It caters to adul¬ 
ts as well as children and 
that It should not publish 
anything vvliu h shix ks 
young and inipre-i.sionai''K' 
minds 

Shaheen lakan, 

Calcutta 
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C^ERsfo^ 

Food For 

THOUGHT 

JiggsKalra mid Pisshp^sh Pant (‘ducatc nsalxna the nitmcn>hi^y(>{ 

\ic{str(nniiny 


11 M l\niA\ ( :\ 1! l-^A I K )\ 
liiis tilwiiV'' h.itj .1 Kssi'in.^ 
lion lor minihors. VVb.i. ii K 
not ''iirpri'^in^ i.'on‘'iv1t’rin;» 
Ui.il wo \\'oi*‘ iho pi’opu- 
whi> univivliod il inv lo- 
rv ol m.ifhoni.i'.ios. lit- jI phi 
ioi.ophv, poiito or ooiliHo, 
thoro is no tU-.irth ol ni’nio- 
i.i! rotcron.os. 

Tbo Pantlu-i'n of i iitvlu 
Ciods k)l.*ls !iii''if}s Lifi or 
yM) million 

A luinuin boin^ is dostin 
od lo ^ro througli chuumsi 
lakh \/oui or an 8.4 million 
oyclo of birriis - from tho 
lowest insect to tho hight'si 
man, whore ho can exort loi 
niokdiii Ol linal doln'eriini o 



In the context of food, there are three gunas^ 
saatvik, rajasik, iamasik, which Sri Krishna refers 
to in the (Htu. 'Hie word ^una means inherent 
pnipertic^ of different foods which can enhance 
or reduce the natural inclinations, talents 
temperaments and potentials of individuals 




fho tlpiiiiidiad says. No ilut otitrn lai}‘.:nnf’< Aldmis/n/n, which mo.ins tl^at€^Il tho lichosof 
this world c.mnot guarantee this d<-li\ oraiKi’. To on^ iiro tho salvation of the soul, thoro has 
lo bo a diuuK I'nid is a luinp-sli-'ped shan*. / hum is to away. 1 D^othor tho two w(>rds 
imply an offoring ol food. 



The key word in the context ot'f(»od, and all other 
aesthetics, Ls rasa^ which can crudely be 
translated as ‘juicy essence' or ‘sap’. However, it 
would be more apt to adopt the implied ineanini; 

of savouring or deeply enjoying a sensuous 
experience. It is the same word w hich is used in 
the ciiurse of appreciation of inusi'*, dance, 
literature, sex or food 


Chaurasi or 84 is the number ofasana 
or coital postures referred to in Vatsya- 
i\a's Kama Sufni, the classic aphoristic 
writing on sex in andent India. Some 
of these postures of passion have been 
frozen in perpetuity on the sculpted 
friezes at the IGuiiuraho temples. 

Chausath or 64 are the kala or useful 
cuts, in which a bride-to-be must be 
well versed. Among these, the art of 
cooking is pre-eminent. 

Chhappan or 56 are the bhog or offer¬ 
ings of frod to be made to the Gods. 
The number, perhaps, has been arriv¬ 
ed at by multiplying the number of 
days—SEVEN— with that of EIGHT 
prahar. 

Tiien conit*s .s/ioi/a.*;// <ir '-wwt 1#>, 
the magical year the maiden is said to 
bloom (shodashO and the age when a 
boy attains maturity and expects to tie 
treated like a friend by his father. To 
quote the original verse in Sanskrit: 
Praple shoda^ mrshe, pulra mitra 
aamacharet. Sixteen is the number of _ 
samskara, the Hindu rites of passage' 
through life. Among the samskara, 
there are many rites which emphasise 
the culinary For example, anwa 
prashan is the occasion which celebra¬ 
tes the child's weaning fmm milk and 
his intnxiuchon to fot^grains. 
Natnkaran (the christening ceremony) 
ufianayan (the thread ceremony), 
invaha (the mamage ceremony), 
ithradh (the funeral ceremony) and 
many more have customary feasts pre^ 
scribed in great detail. Sixteen also, are 
the prescribed ahringar or beauty treat¬ 
ments from lop to toe. It is not just 
mind-boggling figures tliat have 
received attention, the aiunt from one 
to ten has been enriched with a great 
wealth of m)rthologica] and cultural 


information. 

ONE: The Veda says, Bko sud kaxMtyah 
bahudha vaduntt. Which means ONE is 
the Supreme Being whom the poets 
describe in different manifestations. 
The foundations of the Vedanta philo¬ 


sophy propunded by Adi Shankara 
restonadiw/formonoism. Anna 
stands in .solitary splendour with Brah¬ 
man. In fact, Anna is synonymous 
with Brahman (anna lui Brahma) 
K'oiu.st- It sustains life 

The (ilrand Mughal 
Akbar had bestowed 
upon his most 
favourite nine nobles 
the title of Mmratna, 
Quite a few of these 
worthies w ere 
connoi.sseurs of f(HKi. 
Todar Mai and Birbal 
are remembered hnlay 
as patron.s of Delhi 
Kayastha cuisine and 
the delicacy f>o PiazxJt 
immortalises another, 
Abdurrahim 
Khankiiaann 




TWO. Dt’aita is dualism .md makes a 
disHnctinn betwet'n the bmhnuin 
tUniversal Soul) and the ntmun (Indivi 
dual Sell) I'he dialet lical relationship 
between punish-praknti which, on a 
cosmic plane, is interpreted as an inter¬ 
play of matter and energy and man 
and nature. On a mundane level, this 
dualism recognises the essential differ 
ence between man and woman 

In thedomain of food, there are .seve¬ 
ral inseparable pairs — lial-wti (lentil 
and unleavened bread), dal bhaat (len 
til and rice), poon-hlm/i (fried bread 
and tempered vegetables), daht-bhuUa 
(yoghurt aniJM^'ntil dumplings), 
duodh jalcht (milk and syrup-soaked 
sweet 'pretzels' made with klwya or 
flour) mewa-muJin (dried fniits/nuts 
with candic'd sugar), fliauda-garani 
(cold and hot), mectha namkecn (sweiM 
and salty), kucha khuna-pukku khana 
(food eaten informally and 1 «kk 1 eaten 
in a ritually p«>scrihed manner). 
THREE- Tnmurti is thetnnityof Brali- 
ma, Vishnu and Maht*sh — the I ord in 
his three manitestations of Creator, 
Preserver and tX'stroyer. The rcick-cut 
scTilptures at Elephanta present a 
majestic image of Tnmiirti The real 
ms, too, are three; mkash.pt ithvi, 
pataal The confluence of three rivers 
—Ganga, Yamuna, Saraswjti -- is the 
most sacred. 

In thecontext of ukkI. 'hereare 
three yu/Ills ■ ^ihitX'ik. 
tiiniiisik —which Sn Krishna refers to 
in the i wta . Tlie word yuw mea ns 
inherent properties of diffen nt ft«.K.Is 
which can enhance oi risluce the natu¬ 
ral inclinations, lalent.s. tempt>ramcnts 
and potentials of individuals Satvik 
fcKvi iSv oiidm ivv- to noble pursuits 
and ra/asik to heroic, while tanmstk 



fcKKl keeps the indiv idual shackkd to 
the baser instincts 

FOUR. L'hatunmruya is the cornersto 
ne on which the Hindu social system 
rests Four are the iwhu or castes and 
kmi are the ashram or stages in life. 
Four, again, are llv'purusharthaor pnn 
ciple obji’Ctives in life- dhatnta (reli¬ 
gion), (jif/w (material success), kanui 
(sensual .satcstaction), nitik-^fui (hber.i- 
tion from the bondage of karma or 
cycle of rebirth). 

I he miniher loui is also coi relate.! 
to the concejit of ‘imr 
rtnh or four eternal dents; aevrinh (to 
the Gods), ^fiirwrui/i (to the teachers), 
pitnrmh to the ancestors, putrarmh (to 
the progeny). To discharge these 
debts, an elaborate ritual of teasting 
and feeding the brahmans is prescribed 
in the Dharma Shaslru. In folk lOiom, 
too, four IS considertsi auspicious and 
the host normally tries to form a 


Difl'erenl elements have to blend for truly 
savouring the taste. These biisic taste sensations 
have to lie harmoniously blended like 
instniments and notes in a musical comptisition 
Hi create symphonic melody 



I qu.irtet ot gui'st.s The t lassie accompa a! offering to the Gtxls are recounted 
j nimenls ot A'/iic/iri are the foursome of in the sansknt shlaka : 

I dahi fntp'id fihrr athimr -yoghurt, Akaal mntyu harmm. 

iyppad,ym, I'U. ,fif'd butter, pickle. banaxyadhivinashanam, 

j FIVE. Kanttt (oa^ ih), jalo (wdU*r), ptiiHik 

I (fire), i^a^an (♦•Iher), samerr (air), are lh<; Sbtrsa dharyamyhattt. 

I five elements And, five mgrwlu'nts-- or 
thioUh (milk), iiah; (yoghurt), ghre (clan- Takes away the fear of untimely death, 

fled blitter), maJhu (hotwyUharkaru ' and vanquishes diseases all/ 
(crystalline sugar) go in to ihemak- Sip this Nectar that washes the Lord's 
ingofjwiic/wi/rtnf The therapeutk and feet, 

rc-storative profierties of this ambrosi- Place it on (he head and let not a 


6 




drop fall. the seven horses yoked to the solar cha- EIGHT. The day and night are divjd- 

C>n many celebratory occa.sions, like riot, while the night .sky sparkles with ed into eight yrahara or thr«t‘-hoiirl v 
marriage, there is a ritual exchange of the saiHarshimandbl or the constellation unit of time which prescribe the 

panch-mewa (five dried fruits/nuts) named after the .seven .sages. Seven arc hours of watch. Eight is .ilso considci 
and panch-phal (five fresh fruits) the sacred cities which promise ed to have magical properties when 

SIX. The seasons are six: f^rishma (.sum- deliverance: metals are used in combination. Idols 

mer),uirs/ui(monsuun),s^rad(autum- Ayodhya, Mathura, Maya, Kashi, Kanchi. and ring.smade with ashladliatu oi an 
n/ fall), shtshir (winter), betnant (the AvanHka, Puridwararoati charva saptaila alloy of eight metals — sana (gt>ld), 

season of thaw), vasant (spring). And nudeshtt dayika chandi (silver), prfii/ (brassl, tamhi 

there are six sensations that the palate And seven are the sacred rivers which (aipper), fn'w (hn), fasta (zinc), fxirn 

recognises: lanana (salt), nmdhur are invoked at the time of ritual ablu- (mercury). Stime of these gems and 

(sweet), katu (bitter), amla (and), tions performed by a pious I lindii metals are crucial ingredients in Indi- 

tikshna (pungent), kashaila (astringent) everyday an therapeutics. According to the 

SEVEN. The spectrum is resplendent Gaitga, Yamumsrbaiva, Godavari, Ayurveda, no arbitrary line is drawn 

with seven vibgyorous hues. Seven SarasuviU, Narmade, Siitdhu, Kaven Jalf separating medicine and food. Sonc- 
are the days in the week, symbolising Asrnin Sanntdhi kuru chatidi ke varq are common enough 


Great delicacies, like all great works of art, are effective mood 
manipulators. This is more so in the case of ritual, celebratory and funeral 
feasts. Take for instance the menus prescribed for Muhurram, which 
declare a targ-e-Iazzal or a voluntary forsaking of ta.ste. At the same time, 
what is being spread on the dasitarkhwan should not lack in respect 

nor appear too frugal 




The element of fun and frolic is incorporated in 
the adbhut and hasya rasa. The 1 .ucknow nawabs 
have become legendar>’ for their exploitation of 
these two rasas. For example, there was this 
nobleman who once instructed his chef to devise 
a complete menu comprising exclusively of 
sweets. The confections were so cleverly 
concocted tliat in appearance they mimickt^ the 
classic savoury delicacies like 
kebab, musscUam, quorma and biryani 



What many do not know is that 
innumerable redpes make use of the 
other metals as well. 

In the context of food, the numbers 
seven and eight are signihcant as they 
emphasise the element of variety for' 
each day of the week and the appropri¬ 
ateness of the diet according to the 
three-hourly division of the day. As 
mentioned above, this is how we get 
chhapvan bhog. 

NINK.. Naivgmfia or the nine planets 

- - Sun/a (Sun), Chandra (moon), 

Mangal (Mars), Buddha (Mercury), 

Guru (Jupiter), Shukra (Venus), Shani 
(Saturn), Rahu (Ascendant Node), 

Ketu (Descendant Node) are believed 
to exercise a decisive influence on the 
dftairs of man on earth. To ward off 
any evil planrtary influences, the 
navaratna or the nine gems— hirak (dia ■ 
moxid), moktik (pearl), mannik (ruby), 
panm (emerald), neelam (sapphne), 
fHfkhtai (Uipaz), prowl (coral),/imztf 
(turquoise)—are resorted to. 1 .ike 
metals, many Indian recipes are enri¬ 
ched by precious gems and jewels. 

There .ire nine samyog and 
r’lyog ahrnigarierolic/romanlk' mcKxjs 
of union and separation, respective¬ 
ly), iK'cr (heroic), roudra (wrathful), 
hdsya (comic), inhhatsa (repugnant), 
adhhnt (amazing), koruna (compas.sio- 
nate) and slmnt (tranquil). 

Hie key word in thecontoxl of ttxxl 

— and all othei aesthetics—is rasa — 
which can crudely be translated as 
'juicy es.sence' i>r 'sap' However, it 
would bt* more apt to adtipt the impli¬ 
ed meaning of .savouring or deeply 
enjoying a sensuous experience. It is 
the s<ime word which is used in the 



The concept of guna 
and tahseer of various 
ingredients tells us that 
there are iniierent 
properties which can 
accentuate or mitigate 
the effects of seasons 
and mediate moods 





course of appreciation of music, 
dance, literature, sex or food 

In essence, rasa means evocation or 
tTihanccment of a mood appropriate 
to the time and place, providing 
cathartic release, euphoria or tranqui¬ 
lity. In Indian culinary philosophy, 
food is the ultimate mood manipiiUi- 
toi Which is why there is a spcx’ific 
diet prescribed for the celibate and liie 
newlywed, the w'orkmg man and the 
reminciate. 

The Grand .Mughal Akbar had 
bc'stowcil upon his most tavoiirite 
nine nobles the title of Narruhtr CJiiite 
a few ol these worthies were»onnois- 
seiirs ot lood. 1 odar Mai and birbal 
are remembered todnv as patrons of 
Delhi Kavastha cuisinennd the deh- 
caev Du Piara immortalises anotlier- 
AMurtahim Kliiinkhaam. 

TUN. In tile Hindu system, there .ire 
ten diieetions toui canhnal north, 
east, west,south, lour that divide the 
cardinals diagonally north-i-asi, 
north west,south east south-wt'st. 
tvvoaboiif yiiu- - aboceaiul b-'l'.iw 
These ten dirivtums were to pi o\ ui«' 
mnd.iiK e i\ hile lonsii ocfing a Viiy/ia 
.'I’l/i ot <1 sai r ilu lal alter It is no! I.> be 
forgotten that a wu',,’iiii oi a .sacritice 
was c-ssc‘ntiallv an otiei mg ol lood to 
the i lods The 'iwii.'iiis \\ .-le i h.mted to 
tlK .i(.oinipaiiiineiil ol poieirigol y/av 
111 the tiix' 

hie loiilil argue iiistib.ibK , ih.at 
Iheie are basK.ihy ten msi.' Sn vv Isit is 

the ! TM 11 ■Its;.-' 

1 1- .inswiT Ih.u, \\ t‘ ni ;sl gje ii< ain > 

I her mtiTesting, insight liom ila- 
\iili/(i‘'Tiistia I linv diies Tioii essenti- 
.il seiisu.i! en|v)\ nieiit -pnng forth ’ 
'savs Hhar.it ,\hme Vil’hi>r,in'i!'liii, ■ sa-t 
. tiii’i i'is/>p,if,'>/i 1 lansialed, it 

lonnot. s, tif II enieiges v\ lu-n ev ei pres¬ 
ent and the transient emotions, pas 
su^ns and moods coiiu uh I his imp 
lies the mU‘r\ ention ol s..une i‘\teinal 
ageiui OI seiisorv siimiiln 

‘■SI also IS tht c.ise ivith thi-basil sen 
s.ilions of taste 1 hftereiit elements 
havi' to blend lv>i tiiilv sa\oiirtiig the 
taste TheseKisu taste .sensations have 
lobe liarmoniousiv hleiided like 
instruments and notes m a musical 
eomposiiioii tocieati- sv.nphonu 
melodv 'This we submi. is the I I'N 11 i 
- ,md thc'cjuinlessential llacoiii 

hortified with thi-. knowledge. we 
can appuMch tlu'c*nigni.i ot the 
rUN'T! I culinary hisn ! iillerent t<is.i 
rc-flc*ct different nniocls I ibiarv u o^ks 
.ind artistic pcTform.mees stri\ e to 
evoke- andenhaiiee .i p.irluulat 
iTiciod Great delicacies, like all great 
works ot art. are etteeiive moocl mam 
pulators I'his is more sci m llu- case ot 



ritii.il, eelebratorv and tuneia! leasts 
I ake tiM mst.Mice the menus presenb 
ed for Muliurrani. whteh decKirea 
/..III !' la: ui! or a vohintai'v toisakmg 
ol lasio ,<\t the same I'ine, w hat is 
being spie.id on \.hvda'-tarkhrau 
shviuld n.il Tick m respeef norappe.ir 
toofriig.il llu ^.I'lfi Ills;/IS in\ oked b\ 
iismj, a wl'.ite ./.•isii.iUiLi’iin .md serving 
.. n lute s'.vei'l iKe On happtet occ.T 
sions, thea’iisfdic/i.ciii' wouici iiave 
been ot aiiv bright and t heerttil hue. 
and tile ricc-oiioured 

The element c't tun .md Inilic is 
incorporated in theudh'ii/f and aasu.i 
mill 'I'he i lukiunc nawabs have be.- 
I oini' lc'gc-nd.\r\ lor their c'xploitatn'ii 
ol thc'se two ue.is l or example' theie 
was this nohlem.in who once I'lsiruet- 
ed Ills chef 'o devise a eoniplele menu 
lomprisingexclusiveli sweet'- The 
I onlecliop.s wete sc, elc vertv conio. t- 
c\l that m appc-ataiicc lhc'\ immickcxl 
I theil.issu s.ic luitv dc'luac ic>s like 
kchib ii;iissa/;i,'ii, .p/ei'iiii and l’iM/a<;i In 
I.K t. eve'n the serving, plate's were labri 
c.'ilixl with '.ug.ii. I hiis were the 
giii-slsdc'iightlulh deceuc'J' 

In A\ iii-'i I'llii as w'l'll as iSninn texts, 
tlierc' is .1 sii let cc>i M-.illion betw eer. 

» ert.im locuis, motulsand seasinis t .ir 
example, c'l-.h."/// .uid I'lfs.';,/ nln are 
ascic'uilc'd with I’.'i/cy '/iiieyii' c>n the- 
oihei hand, hrmant and ri'-ift ci-lc-br.i 
te Siinuo^ .sfn r/iyur 


The concept oi yii/w and tah^vroi 
various ingrediimts tells us that there 
.ire inherent properties' .'hu h c.m 
accentUfite or mitigate the efterls of 
.seasons and mediate moods 

From this wc can cone hide that to 
enhance rulinarv plea.sure, the basic 
flavours and the different rasas liave to 
be blended appropriately -- or fu.sed, 
if you please. '1 his is the TUNI II rasa. 
The key U> sublime culinary pleasure 
— uriH/i//or bliss --istiision 

The first tentative steps toward this 
rasa were taken m W8f> w'hc*n we start¬ 
ed tc' work on what wc called one 
sjiice coc'king Before vou get the 
wrong impres.sicin, let us hasten to 
add that this did not mean that we 
usixf only 'one spice'. In tact, there was 
no change in the cooking technique 
We used ill! the spices that went into 
providing body to a gravv.but m ..are- 
fullv mcMsurc'd cjuantities tor harm.mi¬ 
nus bal.nnce The deheaev was 'fini 
shed' with one-spu'e'. In this case, an 
aromatic spice sen.sitivelv selc'cted tc> 
enhance the' flavour ot the dish in ques- 
hon, that temk the place ot the until- 
then ubiquitous yiiimii niasiila 

The repeatt'd use ot yiiraw masiila at 
the bc'gmning, the end .md on rcc r\ 
occ.isicm in bc'tw'een, was jettisoned 
More important, we started pl.iting 
tlu' food with an assortment ot vegeta¬ 
bles and Iniits to provide rtnighage 
\eeciless to sa\ . the vegetables iveu* 
iisualK' tossed and seasoned with a 
ccnnplinieiUary,airomatii spice -■ 
not a iiK'/iiiiyc of spues 1 his, we telt, 
wo'.ild provide bal.mce 'Ihere.iscm 
loi pl.itmg tood w as tc' bring .ibout the 
lulheito luddt'n be.iiitx c't thc'c'ciisme 
ot tliesubcontinent .ind tom.ikc Indi¬ 
an I'uisme imiversalh appe.ilmg This 
fusion - th.it IS wh.ii vM'callcxf it .ind 
many a semoi c hel subseo'Jc'ntly clim¬ 
bed cm m the banciw .igon - -propellc'd 
an Iiivli.m diet to tlu senii-rmal'. ot the 
t ulmary O!'. inpu's 

Kasii f leii'ii tound itsnictiein lo^l 
w lu-n we diet our first cfmner m bmga- 
poie lor the 1 Umie Nursing Toiinda- 
tion.lhel lonC’itc s U'.idingcharity 
TheSing.ipore.ins were.isfv-mished to 
encountei t.istiei — rc'.id tl'.at as subtly 
spiced - and .Tltractne Indian toc’ci 
1 vei siiuet'u-c h.iye become addleti-vt 
to the’ v\ ondi’is ot India's culm.irv art 
1 111 ’ Touiiil.ition has mvitcxi us ex ei i 
1 'veai since to showcase ^is;."; cm-.i;u' 

1 to . I’l'q'leme:.. the. h.ii itv ■. .e'.nii.ii 
' i-x!itbiioi- . inr. ..'ii ot tlu jewellei' 
ciilU’c tions 

1 Ills le-.poii'.-e .iiici success ins 
eivcuir.iged us to think th.u in the nc’.v 
iLituu the J i/sieii Ka-^a is set to loiicjiie'' 
llie global p.ilate ■ 
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WHERE DO WE GO 

TO PLAY? 

7Jjts IS repeated in Calcutta. Homhayaml Delhi, as children find 
Jeiver and fewer playgrounds available to them 


W hen the bell rings to 

announce lunch-time ir 
Calcutta's South Point 
school, seven-year old 
Aditya Chatterjee doesn't rush out or 
fte lawns to play catch with his 
friends No, it's not that Aditva isn’t 
fond of games, or that he doesn't haiv 
any friends. The sad truth -s that his 
school—among the best in Calcutta 
—doesn't have a garden that Aditva 
can play in. 

Adilya's parents are planning to 
shift him to a 'greener' school, but not 


many children in Calcutta have that 
option available to them. I’riva, tor 
instance, a 14-voar-old student from 
Patha Bhavan, which has small clav 
courts rather than a proper play¬ 
ground for its .students. "I would hav'c 
left and joined another scIkhiI it I 
could," admits Priva ruefully. "But 
It's t(X) late now " 

Children in such other metros and 
Delhi and Bombay are in much the 
same predicament. In Bombay, tor 
example, the rules ot the municipal 
corporation stipulate that for every 


Some parts of Delhi have good recreational facilities 


.school that comes up in Bombay, there 
should be a playground in the vici¬ 
nity. But according to Alex Vaz, secre- 
l.iry of the Bombay School Sports asso¬ 
ciation, ot the 2.S0 schools affiliated to 
his assoria tion, only five per cent have 
their own playgrounds. Ahd with the 
pressure on real estate being what it is 
in Bombay, almost every playground 
in the city appears to be'ernbfoiled in a 
con trover,sy as residents struggle to 
proti-ct It from builders. 

In Delhi, the situation is slightly bet¬ 
ter— but onl^ slightly According to 



Jagoisr, T-jda.. 





Playgrounds a must in Delhi's civic rules 

Professtir S.C. Gupta of the dopa rt - I 

ment ol urban planning at the Sc1uk)1 ' 
of Planning and Architecture m Delhi, 
after 1962 a layout plan for a colony 
was only approved if it prt>vided for 
9.55 square meter space per person for 
facilities for health, tsiucation and 
riKTeation. Of this, five square meters 
was to be left for open spaces. Similar¬ 
ly for schools, building plans were 
approved only if they set aside 50 per 
cent of the total area for playgrounds. 

Thus, such colonies in IX'lhi as Vas- 
ant Vihar, Sunder Nagar, Rajinder 
Nagar and Patel Nagar have adequate 
facilities for children to play. But such 
areas as Hauz Khas, South Extension 
and Green Park, which w'ere either 
developed before 1962 or by private 
parties, the situation is much worse 

It's not as if Bombay doesn't have 
such rules also. Acairding to the dty s 
development amtrol rules, formulat¬ 
ed in 1991,15 per cent of the land 
should be reserved as open space in 
plots between 1,0(K) and 2,.'^0tl square 
meters. And 20 fier cent ot the land is 
to be set aside for open space in plot.s 
between 2,500 and 10,(X10 square 
meters. In areas above 10,000 square 
meters the proportion of open .space to 
be reserved is 25 per cent. 

But over the years, land set aside for 


playgrounds has been dcn;ser\ ed to i 
aci'ommodatemorebiiildings Resour- I 
ceful residents have, therefore, tried to 
develop little playground.s within the 
society, by putting in a sladdcr, a see¬ 
saw or oven a swing in the compound 
so that children don't remain i ('oped 
up at home all day long Some build¬ 
ings in Bombav, whii h aie situated on | 
busy streets, haM't'ven dei'olopal ter¬ 
race playgrounds toi the chiUiren ol 
residents 

I n Calcutta, only b per cent ol tlie 
city's land area comprises open 
spaces, even though aicouhng to the 
uiles of town planning every it\ 
nec*ds at least 5.1 percent open space 
Of this 6 |.>er cent, the Maidan accounts 
lor 750 acre's and nhakuri<i I.ake and 
Subhas Sarovar make up anotlu'r -kKI 
acres. And since most schools dim I 
have a patch c’t green eithc'r. chilcfren 
otteii have novvhei e to go when thei' 
want to plai’ 

Most parents, therefore, try and 
organise some sort of rc'creational laci- 
litios within the housi*. Rain > pa t hak- 
raborty. for instance, who is the 
mother a three-year-old girl. ”1 have 
set up a swing and .some game's on my 
terrace to keep my daughter biisv," 
she savs. "At least th.i( will kevp het 


awav from the television tor a tew 
hours" 

But Deepa Mukherjee, a housi'witc' 
who lu es m liandsioni, diH'sn't e\ en 
have that opium The playground clos¬ 
est ti' her house - Ashok I’ark-- has 
btvn handeil over to a promoter, with 
)usi a little area reserx eci tor the annual 
Durga l’u)a 

I ler outrage is shared by Nandini 
Mukher|c'o, a resident of a multi- 
stoi ifd complex on Camac Slrec’t "1 
hvl annc'vc'd, agitated and \er\, very 
angry," she savs. "1 have tu'o children 
and our's is an office area So, going to 
the park means crossing innumerable 
St, vets, encountering heavy traffic on 
thoroughtares, and dodging endless 
pedestrians Only then can 1 reach All¬ 
en (,ardeus on barkStrevt - - xvhich is 
louav less ol a park and more of a den 
of the three Ps pimps, piostitutes ancf 
pediltoTs of drugs—or Wcuxlburn 
Park 

Bombav boasts or such arnusemt'nl 
parks as F.ssclworld and F.intasvland 
But these are not ically a viable alterna¬ 
tive l(> playgrounds as most mKldlo- 
class parents can ill- afford the cost of 
visiting them regularly The entrance 
ticket to F.sselworld, for instamv, is 
Ks 125 fevran adult and Rs 100fora 
child 
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Bombay’s Esselworid: Costly amusement 

"Besides," says Alka Marathe, a 
working mtither, "the cost of simply 
getting there is very high as it is on the 
other end of the city and one has to use 
every melhixl of transport — train, 
bus and boat — to get there. Just the 
(ourney itself takes half the day. Then, 
you're not allowed to lake food inside 
and everything in the shops there is 
priced two or three times above the 
market rate A single trip to Essel¬ 
worid ends up costing me Rs 2,(K)0 for 
four, and 1 can't think of going there 
more than twice a year" 


And anyway, amusement parks are 
not really an alternative to large open 
spaces where children can play 
cricket, lootball, volleyball or just run 
around. "Ideally," says urban planner 
Narendra Paniwani, "about 20 to 2f> 
per cent of the area c>f a settlement 
should be open space." In other 
words, for an area housing 10,000 to 
20,0(K) people there .should be at least 
one op<*n space ol around 5,(K)0 ti* 
10,000 square feet 
While It may not be po.ssible to put 
aside 20 per cent for open space in a 


city like Bombay, at least 10 per cent of 
the area should be reserved. Former 
municipal commissioner of the city, 
J.B. D'Souza agrees: 'The number of 
playgrounds in our cities is not even 
one-fourth ot what they ought to be." 

Even in Delhi, where most colonies 
have a playground, these spaces are 
often encroached upon by slum dwel¬ 
lers. And residents of the colony have 
taken to using them to hold wedding 
receptions, /flyraii.s, fairs, exhibitions 
and the like, leaving the kids with no 
place to go. 

Some bodies like the Municipal Cor¬ 
poration of Delhi (MCD) have now 
come up with schemes to gel Ihe resi¬ 
dents involved in the maintenance of 
neighbi>urhOi)d parks. According to 
director, horticulture. MCD, D P. 
Singh, tin' corporation has come up 
with the 'Adopt a park and road 
verge' scheme. Under this, private 
bodies, corporate concerns and resi¬ 
dents' wt*l fa re associations adopt par¬ 
ticular parks in tJieir area and main¬ 
tain and beautify them. 

This scheme has been particularly 
successful in such areas as Laipat 
Nagar, Kalka|i and South Extensmn in 
south Delhi, where residents ha vi'ptn>- 
led in as much as Rs 2,IK'),(KK) for main¬ 
tenance ot the grounds and for keep¬ 
ing them out (pf the bounds of niama- 


A playground in Chinchpokli, Bombay 








ge parties and jagrans. 

I n Bombay, too, there arc some areas 
where the 20 per cent open space 
requirement is fulfilled. Five Gardens 
tn Matunga, for instance, where the 
residents have dc-grassed the gardens 
and use them as playgrounds instead. 
Suburbs like Bandra, too, have some 
amountof green spaces InMalad, 
however, the problem of finding open 
space is acute as it is in Mankhurd. 
where the only playground was st^ld 
off to real estate developers late last 
year. 

The Bombay Municipal Corpora¬ 
tion (BMC) maintains 1W play¬ 
grounds and 424 gardens in the city. 
But most ot the time, says Alex Vaz, 
they are let out to circuses, fairs, wedd¬ 
ing parties or used for commercial acti¬ 
vities. "In fact," says Vaz, "not even 10 
per cent of these playgrounds are even 
open to the public as they are being 
leasixl out all the time. ' 

According to I’anjvvani, large 
grounds and sports complexes are not 
that good an idea. In Andheri, for 
instance, the mammoth Sports Munici¬ 
pal Complex that was set up on prime 
land at the cost tif crores ot rupees, 
now seems to be only used for holding 
beauty contests, dance competitions 
and weddings Only the swimming 
pool of the complex is available to 
members while the vast stadium lit>s 
empty when there is no commercial 
activity in progress. 

On the other hand, Maharashtra 
chief minister Manohar Joshi has 
announced that from now on no com- 
meicial activity of any kind will be 
allow«*d on Shivag Park in Dadar. The 
ground wil' only bi' used for sports 
events and public meetings. 

Chatrabhu] Narsec, who began a 
'Save Our Parks' campaign m the city 
five years ago after a playground in, 
the vicinity ot lamnabai Narsee 
SchcKil, run by his family, came under 
threat, agrees that sports complexes 
arc not a viable alternative "Play¬ 
grounds are the best form of recreatio¬ 
nal space for children," he .says, 
adding, 'The only maintenance they 
need is a few truckloads of mud after 
the monsoons. But the municipal cor¬ 
poration is not willing to do even that." 

"Open spaces .should be maintain¬ 
ed as open spaces," says former Test 
cricketer Dilip Vengsarkar. "No con¬ 
struction should be allowed on them." 
Vengsarkar himself was involved in a 
controversy the year before last when 
he tried to set up a cricket academy on 
a portion of the Oval Maidan. The aca¬ 
demy has been functioning since Octo¬ 


ber this year, and Vengsarkar points 
out, "We have not taken over the enti¬ 
re Oval Maidan. Everybody is fn*e to 
play there " 

But maintenance of these grounds is 
often a major problem. Vengsarkar 
has tried to combat the problem of 
encroachment in his portion of the 
Oval Maidan by employing guards, 
but the BMC hasn't foliowtAi suit. In 
fact, a number of illegal structures 
have come up in A*zad Maidan, oppo¬ 
site the BMC headquarters, but even 
then the corporation is unmoved 

This indifference has meant that par¬ 
ks often prove to be a nuisance rather 
than a boon to residents and passers- 
by. They are often frequented by drug- 
peddlers and pro.stitutes and double 
as public toilets. "It is impossible for a 
woman to walk safely across one of 
these maidans," says Vaz. He draws 
partioilar attention to the Vallabh 
Bhai Patel Stadium, "where no decent 
person can go as he is bound to be rob¬ 
bed or even killed" 

Stray dogs that wander in also pose 
a hazard to schoolchildren. "I remem¬ 
ber how a schoolboy was bitten by a 
dog on one of my grounds and the 


BMC official just threw his hands up 
and said that therewas nothing that 
he could do,' remembers an indign¬ 
ant Vaz 

In Delhi, too, such big open areas ns 
Subhash Park and Qudsia Park in 
North Delhi and Ouwn’s Park in Cen¬ 
tral Delhi, have been lost to the publu 
And with the demi.se of neighbour¬ 
hood parks as well, says Dr Aruna 
Broota, noted clinical psychologist, 
children no longer have a place where 
they can develop social skills, learn lo 
w'in and lose, or even just run wild 

According to Dr Broota, this is a 
dangerous development as children 
who are deprived of social interaction 
often begin to show signs of delinqu¬ 
ent behaviour. And in extreme cases, 
the games of the playground are 
replaced by alcoholism, theft, drug 
use and vandalism. 

Surely, it is much easier lo replace 
the playgrounds than to deal with the 
consequences ot their demise 

Rworted by Vaishali Honawar 
in Bombay, Geeta Sharma in 
Delhi ancf T rina Mukherjee 
in Calcutta 


Aiur' Banefjee 
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MUSIC WAS HIS MISSION 

Tile Pandit Ravi Kichlu Foundation, in jncniory f>fifivgreat vocalist, held the 
second Golden Talent Cofitest recefitly to scout for new talent 


H e was a man of 
coiwiclions; 
hui^le and 
unassuming; 
uncompromising on his 
ideals and music was his 
life. And love; music in its 
most pure and classical 
form. That was Pandit Ravi 
Kichlu, the doyen of the 
fabled Agra gliaram 
An exceptional blend of 
a versatile vocalist — he 
was at ease singing anyth¬ 



ing from lihriijiad. ilhainar. 
kluiyal, to 

Bengali nt^puhihim and 
Raliintiifi'>an\fri’t; an outstan¬ 
ding sportsman — he ext el- 
led as a state-level cricketer 
- - and a wonderful [lerson. 

Pandit Kichlu, who had 
mademiisit his lih''s mis¬ 
sion, was just not bappv in 
evpkiring the diverse facets 
of 1 Iindustani classical and 
semi-classical music I le 
wanted to disctiver and cie- 
ate new masters who 
would carry on the tradi¬ 
tion of classical music 

Hut as destiny would 
have it. Pandit Kichlu pass¬ 
ed au av, his dreams 
unrealist>d. It was left to 
wife V\,‘ena Kichlu to i’iv'e 
shajx- to Pandit/; s grand 
\ jsum of spearheading a 
movement as it weu' lor 
classital music. The Pandit 


Ravi Kichlu Foundation 
was formed in IW4los,iout 
tor new t.ilent and also to 
promote them, spi'ciallv 
those fioin less prii'ileged 
backgrounds 

"When you are an 
the world is at vour teet 
But to re.n h that level of 
professional e.xcelloiKe vou 
neecka toruin, which is 
what Parulit Kichlu wanted 
to provide to aspiring 
singers,” elucidates Vix'tia 
Kichlu 

Spurred by theovc'rwhel- 
mmg response to their first 
talent hunt contest, the 
RKF organised their 
smiiid(lolden Talentkont 
est on Decembei 2n, W'l? 
tDecember 25 benng Pandit 
Kirhlii’s birth anniversary) 
at the Cl D, Birla Sahhaghar 
where participants perfor- 
iiuxl before an inv iled audi¬ 


A participant at the Golden Talent Contest; (inset)Pandit Ravi Kichlu 


ence and a panel of eminent 
classical giirirs like Girija 
Devi, V.Ci. Jog, Hari Prasad 
C'haurasia, Rais Khan and 
(oya Biswas 

"I was really touched by 
the patience oif the judge.s,'' 
rc'calls Vc’ona Kichlu, "here 
they were sitting in the 
auditorium for six hours 
every day during the four- 
day icmtest screening each 
piirticipant" 

This ye'or the tocus of the 
contest was instrumental 
classical music. Dividc'd 
into tivo categories A and H 
tor seniors and juniors, it 
was a tough proposition 
selei tmg the winner as 
'ever\ one w'as so very 
gooi 1'' Foil rteiT, • vear-old 
Samanav Sarkar (sitar) wal- 
k<>cl away with the laurels 
in the junior si'ction while 
Purbavan Chatterjee tsilar, 
again) bagged the best 
pi i/e m the senior caiegot^’ 

RKF has much to thank 
The C.li amaphono Compa¬ 
ny of India Limited for, it 
proviUect tree cassettes to 
the candidates The Foun¬ 
dation al ic) awards a two- 
year scholarship worth Rs 
5,01)0 annually to the win¬ 
ner. "1 know that's a drop 
in the oce.in," says son Ne'e 
raj Kithlu, "hut at least it 
will give him some support 
and mc'entive " 

Pandit Kichlu firmly 
believed, despite the gene¬ 
ral loss of interest in classi¬ 
cal music, that enough tal¬ 
ent lay untapped in the 
younger generation which 
heeded to be nurhired and 
projected. A nd the RKF in 
its own humble way is try¬ 
ing to fulfil this dream or 
his. 

Susmita Banetjee 
















BEJAN DARUWALLA 


Aries 

March 21 ■ April 20 
r-^Zin Gancsha hays the 
full moim focaliscs 
HKn the domestic scene. 

At the same time, 
you will be working your 
nearl out for rewards and 
success These should be 
forthcoming before January’s 
close, so work with a will.' 
January 8-rJ will be important 
for personal work, as veell as 
prtitessioiial headway 

Taurus 

Apnl 21 —May 20 

The righ’t time to 
■Iw' j reach out to people 
! and places by all 
possible media of 
transport and conimuiiicatuin 
You vs-ill be inspired to give 
your liest. Hint will lead to 
glorv and |ov, thus tultilling 
VOLI January 10-12 is the lime 
I'lstart imjAirtant ventures, 
i-nterpnses, trips and deals 
M.ike the most ol it 

Gemini 

May 21 —June 20 

a The spotlight will be 
on tinaiu'e .iiid 
family (.et set to 
tiavel lloevpeit 
plenty ot tommuting and 
movement this week, .iiui 
even more so, the next 2"' 
days It would be the- right 
thing III apply vour shouldei 
to the wheel. \'isilors, 
toieignors and triends do 
descend on you 


Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

fSSll could be 

mfej some opposition 
jjjt True also, you will 
overcome it, or 
circumvent it, get round it, 
and thus win tne game Yes, 
you will be very much belore 
the public eye and image 
Romance is vour birthright 
and you shall grab it m 
happy abiindancv Home 
affairs keep you spinning 

Leo 

July 21 — August 21 

I f>o much to do and 
so little to do It in. 
that you will have to 
iS^Bj hurry your strokes 
unite a bit Lven in the home, 
the pace will be quite hectic, 
tempers and nerves ruffled In 
all fairiu>ss, vou will bi very 
irealive in vour work and pro¬ 
ductivity will be awesome 
Also you will manage with 
aplomb 

Vif^o 

August 22 --September 22 
ifcL ! Important decisions 
! ! will be taken and 

I^HjP ' moves will U' made 
These will have a 
tiappv spiii-olt, Ihemtoie, vou 
won't regiet it This is the 
light time foi romanie. 
begetting children, being 
creative and ditleient. bei au.se 
vou will blend beautilulK 
intuition and imagination 
I lobbies get a tilhp 


Libra 

September 23 — October 22 
~Lj£Z It ir* very dearly 
X^jjt action lime, |ustice 
time; time to set the 
^1 ‘ record straight; time 
to get what you want You 
win be pulling out all the 
stops 

Renovatiou/decoration/altera 
tion/instdllation of gadgets 
and accessories is a distinct 
po.ssibility January 7-9,12-13 
should have prime value 


BIRTHDAYS 


OctoberT?3 — November 22 
Contacts, contracts, 
deeds, documents, 
tenders, letters, ralts, 

J lax, ads, these get 
hilly activated because ot your 
compelling needs and 
ii'ciuirements Heavy demands 
will be made on your time and 
energy, and wallet too Vou will 
lespond superbly You will 
lertnralv love and at the same 
time be chenshixi 

Sagittarius 

November 23 — December 20 

r”l8i3i Uranus 

i fipii conjuni tion gives a 
rocket thrust to vour 
HBitl tinances, busiiu>ss, 
sales techniques, 
computerisation and 
automation techniques 
because Uranus symbolises all 
ot these The enerev ot .Mars 
makes it veiy productive 
I'lnances and deals loinplete 
till- scene tor vou 


Capricorn 

December 21 — January 19 
f klanesha says sun- 

I & W Jupiter-Uranus trio 
I gives a cutting edge 

liwMWfc t over others m terms 
of romance, confidence, 
promotion and most 
importantly, sheer capacity for 
happiness S'ou should be able 
i to pulverise the opposition, 

1 gam your end, get money, be 
I family oriented and achieve 
I success. 

I Aquarius 

I January 20 — February 18 
1 Uranus enters vc>ut 

I sign from January 

I 13, therefore, you 

I L3K-J will sense the strong 
I originality and humour asisoci- 
I ated with It, Inim the next 
I month loumey, confidence, 

I bfiidth of vision, desire to take 
i risks and move house will be 
i in sharp evidence I’crsonal 
i progress is also envisaged this 
! week 

: Pisces 

I February 19 — March 20 

H Children, romance, 

housing and moving, 
keep vou (111 vour 
toes I'Wh IS very 
I clearly tor new otters, perks, 

, promotion and more 
i responsibilities lanuarv shows 
. the wav and therefore it ls 
1 diMibly impvirtant Finances 
' and health show an upwaai 
I graph and that is cause enough 
' tor elation 


While you wiU ha\'e to struggle and face flak, 
you will have the S|:iirtt to overcome, becautte of the excdietiit 
inopnsFlpto foinUthoo. , 

fimutuy 9! Mats-Uianus conjunction wit be noteworthy fcMr 
the fbfwaicd Oirust tt gives to your entire hfe. Tleasing results 
MB bfi feh in projpeity mattm. 

Moon-jupitor trine makes you enlhuakitic and 
‘^^'^i'Factezisdk^ which MB iS^hd you 1^ 

snufci. 

JiAutnyitk Moon square Uranus signihoi a certain tension 
uMeshwss which cyuld flare up, unleas you conscknisly do 


away widiit. 

Jtnnuu y it: Mars sextiie I^to helpe you in aU 
(Mg^anisational as well as creative matters, thus guaranteeing an 
almost unlimited arseonal of good fortune. Even confirmed 
bachdois mav marry. 

Jetmunyli: Moon trine Mercury means excellent going for 
salesmen, editws, sailors, pilots, executives, musicians and 
singers. Yes, it does mean success in general. 

Jtununyti: Moon-Satum trine leads to journey, ceremony, 
partnerships at aB levels, tremendous inbaitive and psychic 
abilities, says Cianesha. v ', 
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The Last Bout 


a Fame tms hut a 
fleeting hold on 
the reins tn our 
fast-paced 
society; so many 
of yeidcrday's 
heroes crumble 
Shortly after 

my return from England, 1 was wal¬ 
king down the mam road of my old 
home town of Dehra, gazing at the 
shops and passersby to see what 
changes, if any, had taken place 
during my ab^nce. I had been 
away three years. Still a boy when I j 
went abroad, I was 21 when I retur- j 
ned with some mediocre qualifica- | 
tions to flaunt in the faces of my 
envious fnends. (1 did not tell them 
of the loneliness of tho.se years in 
exile; it would not have impressed 
them). I was nearing the diKk 
tower when I met a beggar coming 
from the opposite direction In one 
respect, Dehi a had not changed 
The beggars were as numerous as 
ever, though I must admit they 
looked healthier. 

This beggar had a stiaggling 
beard, a hunch, a cavernous chest, 
and imsteadv legs on which a num - 
ber of purple sores were festering 
liis shoulders looked as though 
they had once been powerful, and 
his hands thrustmg a bt'gging- 
bowl at me, were still strong. 

He did not seem sufficiently 
decrepit to deserve of my charity, 
and I was turning away when I 
thought I discerned a gleam ot reco¬ 
gnition in his eyes. There was some¬ 
thing slightly familiar about the 
man; perhaps he was a beggar who 
rememberi»d me from earlier years. 

He was even attempUng a smile; 
showing me a few b. en yellow 
fangs; and to get away irom him, I 
produced a com, dropped it in his 
bowl, and hurried away 
1 had gone about a 1 (XI yards 
when, with a rush ot memory, 1 
knew the identity of the beggar Ho 
was the hero of my childhood, Has- 
san, the most magniticienl wrestler 
in the entire district. 

I turned and retraced my .steps. 


half hoping 1 wouldn't bo able to 
catch up with the man; and he had 
indeed been lost in the bazaar 
crowd Well, I would doubtless be 
confronted by him again in a day or 
two... Leaving the road, I went into 
the municipal gardens and stretch¬ 
ing myself out in the fresh grtvn 
February gra.ss, allowed iny memo¬ 
ry to journey back to the days when 
1 wasa bovof 10, fullofliealthand 
optimism, when my wonder at the 
great game of living had yet to give 
vv,.y to disillusionments at its 
shabbiness 

tfn thost' precious days when 1 
played truant from schm.)l —ami 1 
would have learnt mote had I plav- 
eti truant more often — 1 would 
.sometimes make niv vv.iy li» the 
iikhina at the corner ot the gardens 
to watch the wrestling-pit My chin 
cupped in my hands, I would Iciin 
against a railing and ga/e in awe at 
their rippling muscles, applauding 
with other ivalchers vvhene\er one 
of the wrestlers made a particularly 
cle\ er movi- or piiim-d an oppon¬ 
ent down on his back 

Amongst these wrestlers the 
most impresswe and engaging 
young man was Hassan, the son of 
a kite-maker. I le had a magnitici- 
ent build, with great wide 
shoulders and powerful legs, and 
w hat he lacked in skill he made up 
fiir in shet'r animal strength and 
vigour The idol of all small boys. 


he was followed about by large 
numbers of us, and 1 was a particu¬ 
lar favourite of his. He would offer 
to lift me on to his shoulders and 
carry me across the akhara to intro¬ 
duce me to his friends and fellow 
wrestlers 

From being Dehra's champion, 

1 lassan soon became the outstand¬ 
ing representative of his art in the 
entire district His technique 
improved, he began using his brain 
in addition to his brawm, and it was 
said by everyone that he had the 
making of a national champion. 

If was during a large fair towar¬ 
ds the end of the rams that destiny 
tcKik a hand in the shaping of his 
life. The Kani was visiting 

the fair, .ind she stoppi-d to watch 
the wrestling bouts When she saw 
Hassan stripped, and in the ring, 
she began to take more than a 
casual interest in him It had Iwn 
said that she wms a woman of a pas 
sionateand amoral nature, who 
could not be .satisfied by her weak 
and ailing husband She was struck 
by Hassan's perfect manhood, and 
through an official offered him the 
post of her personal bixlyguard 

The Kani w'as rich and, in spile of 
having passed her fortieth sum¬ 
mer, was a warm and attractive 
woman I las.san did not find it difh- 
ailt to make love according to bid¬ 
ding, and on the whole he w-as 
huppy in her service fnie, he did 




not wrestle as often as in the past; 
but when he did enter a competi¬ 
tion, his reputation and his 
physique combined to overawe his 
opponents, and they did not put up 
much resistance. One or two well 
known wrestlers were invited to 
the district. The Rani paid them 
liberally, and they permitted Has- 
san to throw them out ot the ring. 
Life in the Rani's house was com¬ 
fortable and easy, and Hassan, a 
simple man, felt himself secure. 
And it is to the credit of the Rani 
(and also of Hassan) that she did 
not tire of him as quickly as she had 
ot others. 

But Ranis, like washorw'omcn, 
are mortal; and when a longstand¬ 
ing and neglecti>d disease at last 
took Its toll, robbing her at once of 
all her beauty, she no longer strug- 
■glcd against it, but allowed it to poi¬ 
son and consume her once magnifi¬ 
cent body. 

It would be wrong to say that 
Hassan was heart-broken when 
she died. He was not a deeply emo¬ 
tional or sensitive person Though 
he could attract the sympathy ol 
others, he had diffuulty in produc¬ 
ing any of his own 1 lis V'as a kind¬ 
ly hut not compassionate nature 

1 le had served the Ram well, and 
w'hat he was most aware ot now 
was that he was without a job and 
without any money, The Riija had 
hi.s own personal amusements and 
did not want a wrestler who was 
beginning to sag a little about the 
waist. 

Times had changed. Hassan's 
father was dead, and there was no 



•• 

Amongst these wrestlers the most impressive and 
engaging young man was Hassan, the son of a 
kite>niaker. He had a magnifident build, with 
great wide shoulders and powerful legS) and 
what he lacked in skill he made up for in sheer 
animal strength and vigour 


longer a living to be had from mak¬ 
ing kites; so Hassan returned to 
doing what he had always done, 
wrestling. But there was no money 
to be made at theakhara. It was only 
in the professional arena that a dec¬ 
ent living could be made. And so, 
when a travelling circus of profes¬ 
sionals — a Negro, a Russian, a 
Cockney-Chinescand a giantSikh 
—came to town and offered a 
hundred rupees and a contract to 
the challenger who could stay five 
minutes in the ring with any one of' 
them, Hassan took up the 
challenge 

He was pitted against the Russi¬ 
an, a bear ot a man, who wore a 
black mask across his eyc.s, and in 
two minutes Hassan's Dehra sup¬ 
porters saw their hero slung about 
the ring, licked in the head and 
groin, and finally flung unceremo¬ 
niously through the ropes. 

After this humiliation, I lassan 
did not venture into competitive 
bouts again. 1 saw him sometimes 
at the iikluira, where he made a tew 
rupees givnng lessons to children 
He had a paunch, and ft>lds wt*re 
beginning to accumulate beiu-ath 
his chin I was no longer a small 
boy, but he always had a smile and 
a hearty back-slap reserved loi me. 

I remember seeing him a few 
days before I went abroad. He was 
moving heavily about the akliiim. 
he had lost the lightning swiftness 
that had once made him ini incible. 
Yes, 1 told mysell 
The garlands unthci an i/unrlmne. 
Then boast no more your nnghty 
deeds.. 

That had been over thiee years 
ago And foi Hassan to have been 
r^uced to begging was indeed a 
sad reflection of both the passing of 
time and the changing times. Fifty 
years ago a popular local w'rcstler 
would never have been allowed to 


fall into a state of poverty and 
neglect. He would have been fed 
by hib old friends and stones 
would hava been told of his legen¬ 
dary prowess He would not have 
been forgotten But those were 
more leisurely timi^, when the indi¬ 
vidual had his place in the siKiety, 
when a man was praised tor his 
past achievements and his failures 
were tolerated and forgiven. But 
life had since become fast and cruel 
and unreflective, and people were 
too busy counting their gains to 
bother about the idols of their 
youth. 

It was a few d,iy.s after my last 
encounter with Hassan that I found 
a small crowd gathered at the side 
of the road, not far from the the 
clock tower They were staring 
impassively at something in the 
drain, at the same time keeping r. 
discreet distance joining the 
group, I saw that the object of their 
di.smterested curiosity was a corp¬ 
se, its iiead hidden under the 
culvert, legs protruding into the 
open drain. It looked as though the 
man had crawied into the dram to 
die, and had done so with his head 
in the culvert so the world ivould 
not witne.ss his last unavailing 
struggle 

When the municipal workers 
came in their van, and lifted the 
body out ot the gutter, a cloud of 
flies and bluebottles rose from the 
corpse v\Jth an angry bu// of pri>- 
test The lace was mudd v, but I rtH,o- 
gnised the beggai who was Hassan. 

In a way. it was a con.soIation to 
know that he had biw forgotten, 
that no one present could recognise 
the remains ot the man ivho had 
once looked like a young CiiKi I did 
not come forward to identify the 
body Perhaps 1 save>.i Hassan from 
one linal humiliation 
(^anetiiiiry Fcatuiesl 
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ILLIAN WRIGHT'S COLUMN 


Other Side of Paradise 


•’ many 
; victims 
have 
you 
read 

1 about 
^ — i J in the 
papers ^Klay'’ Generally, 
we [list read about them 
We don't come face to tacc 
with them. We certainly 
don't expect thorn to make 
us laugh or to learn about 
ourselves, although that 
might come in useful 
Because stKmer or later, in 
.some way or the other, we 
often become victims 
ourselves 

Last wet*k. I was given a 
book about a woman who 
was stabbed 3.i tunes and 
lived 1 mu.st say 1 didn't 
much tancvteadmg it But 
when 1 did, I put itdov'-n 
only to eat. The book was A 
Siranyer iii Pwriw/i v* by Julie 
Cfiimes. 

Julie was cl young British 
woman whose partner in 
hie, a doctor, attended a 
'Self-awareness' course in 
which vou understand 
yourself better by bringing 
to the .surface all kinds of 
suppressed emotions. All 
very well. But the organi¬ 
sers tailed to chivk on the 
participants' mixiical histo¬ 
ry One participant. Helen, 
was a schizophrenic She 
decided to stop taking her 
medicine-- to take control 
of her own life as advwat- 
ed by the course. 

One day, obviously 
unhappy and in nexx.! of 
company, she came to see 
Julie, wfio sat her in the 
kitchen, gave her a warm 
jumper to w-ear and a hot 
water bottle When Julie 
went upstairs, Helen took a 
large, though rather blunt. 


carving knife from the rules t(i get her to hospital 

kitchen drawer. Then, with in time, the hospital just 
great force, she prix'eedt'd managed to save her life, 
to stab Julie in her chest, sto- Until her operation, Julie 
mach, hands, neck and was conscious. She remem- 

mouth, shouting all the bers very well the constable 

while that she w'as doing so and crowd that gathered 
for God. around her as she lay in the 

Julie describes the strug- road and addressed them 

gle betwwn them and it is in her book: "Dear Police- 
not as you'd expect. Close man, I know that I probab- 
to death, the t. verwhelin- ly looked and felt dead to 

ing feeling she had tor her you, but the fact of the mat- 
attacker was not hate or ter is, I was still alive Tell- 
tcar bu t love and compas- ing the gathered congrega- 

sion. As she wav'ered bet- tion, 'she's a gonna' did 
wceii consciousness and nothing to motivate them, 
unconsciousness, .she felt or me, into the urgent 
herself leai’ing her bixi v action required to save my 
and being swept towards life .. " 
the stars and a vision ot "ITear Crowd ot 

reality which tilled her (TnliKikers, 



‘Dying people are not usually deaf. 
Dying people are not always going to 
die, and even if they do, they are not as 
dead as you may think they are’ 



with joy. In the last stages Whichever one of vou it 
of the flight, she heard an vvas who fold me the ambu- 

inner i-oice giving her Ian ces were on strike — 

instructions on how to pro- thanks a bundle . As '■or 

tect herselt and how toesca- the man v» ho did not want 
pe She made it through the to help keep me warm with 
front door and down the his jacket as 'the blood 
drive to the road, throwing might ruin it', I promise I 
herselt in front of an oncom- would have bought you a 
ing car so that the driver new one .. " 
would have to run he over 

or stop She was wrong He This victim's guidelines 
drove round her Helen for potential A O S (Acn- 

fx'gan to cut her throat dent Cfnlookers) are as fol- 

Thcn, her jugular exposed, lows; "Dvmg people are 
a young man pas.sing by not usually deaf. Dying 
managed to disarm Helen people arc not alw’ays 
and phone the police One Somg to die — and even if 

police officer broke all the they do, they are not as 


dead as you may think they 
are. Don't tell them anyth- 
mg negative. Be gentle and 
loving. And lastly....if you 
cannot help...then f.!" 

Throughout, Julie kept 
her sense of humour. She 
can really make vou laugh 
in her darkest hour, and 
make you reconsider how 
you deal with the sick 

The inner voice she 
heard did not de.scrl her, 
either then or in htxspital or 
during the period of shock 
wTieii she w\xs trying to 
reorder her life and dis ■ 
cover what really matte¬ 
red. It kept urging her to 
reflect, and she lound that 
being a victim was also a 
state of mind At the end ot 
the book she compares the 
journey through life to a 
tram jouinev m w'hich she 
had been travelling in the 
"Lite's not fair carnage" 

She began to expltiro the 
whtile train and to apprecia¬ 
te ihc- greatness of the jour- 
iiev. She was filled with gra¬ 
titude that, cis she savs, "the 
heart of me is the same as 
everyv.»ne else" 

She suffered immense 
pain and lost a lot ot blood, 
time, energy, her business, 
her money. Her solicitor 
was an alcoholic and botch¬ 
ed up her compensation 
case She wasn't insured. 

1 ler attacker never stood 
trial due to insanity. But 
hers IS an m.spiring story 
bi-causc of the extent to 
which she was able to use 
even this experience to 
grow In the balance, her 
own opinion is that she gai¬ 
ned more than she lost. 

(A Strartf(erjn Pardise, by 
Julie Bloomsbury Publi¬ 
shers, London; 1 W.S, C 
16.99.) 

(SiiiK tmiy f'enfures) 
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BOUND TO WINIJust one of four skiers at>ove makesitto the finish 
Una (in a fairly straighi run) Which skier? 


NAME GAMEI Ffeplacs one letter in each word to lorm the 
name of another animal 1 Cat 2 Dog 3 Mule 4 Moose 5 
Monkey No lair peeking below. 

K op HIM AoHUoa 4 osnoH v »|OW C lk>H <! l*H I 


HOCUS- FOCUS 

11^1 
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CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? There are at least aw dMer- 
ancss In drawing details between top and bottom panels How 
quickly can you tind them? Check answers with those below 

'Buissiui SI iBiQ 9 luajegip si erniai^ $ luejagip an iiixie > psAoui 
sisuapues C Bu|ss|ui SI iiaediiasflBu<ssiiu ti soeidna I S33N3U3ddia 



1. RAN I 

2. RAN_ 

3. RAN_ 

4. RAN_ 

5. RAN_ 

6. RAN_ 


FOUR-A WORDS TO PONDER 

1. FT*? sw if vou c jn run out thi*se 
KAN wordh Beginning with the 
word KAN, <idd A letter in I'Ach stp}'* 
U> fofrn a new word in aiiord with 
the following definitionii 

1 Completed in a race (nn in a 
place) 

2. Military sUtua 

y ''Meanwhile^ back at the " 

4. National Park employee. 

5- Pillage a place V^ien tini- 
shed. «ee if vini can make up aiui 
therlistol KAN words 

lime limit 2 minutes 


t qHifTt k '1UP)( Z “HI I 


SQAURE DEAL! Kulfs lur 
iiconng 111 this target- 
shooting contest call tor each 
set of four small circles that 
form a squiire (note two 
examples indicated by bull's 
eyes) 

Squares may be varying 
sizes, spread among the 2(’ 
small circles shown. 

lust lur tun, sec li you can 
determine how many dilter 
ent ways there are of forming 
such squares 

Hint- laHik for more than 
2l) 

M.nsAiPw 


FUNSPOT 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points for using all the 
letters m the word below to form 
two complete words 

UNDERDOG 

THEN score 3 points each for all 
words of lour letters or mere 
found among the letters 

Try to score at least SO pemla. 

Baup'ppun euwcowi eiqiSKU 
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"you've 5AT through that eXERCIjSe video a | | “i'll OAMCEU THI4 EVeNlN<S’^ APPOINTMENT 
0O2EN TlMEd. LEROY-FEEl-lNg FITTER YET?'’| I WITH THE MAPPlA^E ^OUN^ELOR." 



GARFIELD ■ j!M DAVIS 















































































XTRACT 


The 

HONEYMOON 



BY 

NEETARANEM 

And 

AINSHWARPURI 



Extractedjrom 

HowUt Arrange a 
Wedding 'fhc 
Complete Marriage 
Manual 

Neeta Rahefa and 
Adishwar Puri; 
UBSPIXRsJSO 


he word 'honeymoon' is derived from 
the German word, flitleruwhen, which 
literally means 'tinsel weeks', a time 
for glitter! 

The honeymiX>n is a post-nuptial 
event that has survived from the days 
when many a bride was kidnapped by 
the groom who was disguised and car¬ 
ried off to a secret hiding place to 
avoid the virrath of her father. With the 
passage of time, the couple sought a 
reconciliation with the bride's father 
by wooing him with dazzling gifts! 

The fractional reason for embark¬ 
ing upon a honeymoon was that 
b^ause of the waning nature of the 
passion of newly weds, like the 'wan¬ 
ing moon', a time should have to be set 
aside for the couple to have aimplete 
privacy. This is a time, not only for 
uninhibited romance but also tor soli¬ 
tude, relaxation and an escape to a 
place of their choice, out of reach of 
intruding, if well-meaning, family 
members and friends. 

In India where a majority of wedd- 
mgs are still 'arranged', a honeymoon 
provides an opportunity for tlic 
couple to get to know each other, 
understand each other, and explore 
each other's needs and desiris. 

Every newly married couple knows 
that the essence of a honeymoon is pri¬ 
vacy. When away from family and 
friends, the paitners have time to 
know more about each other and 
enjoy each other's oimpany. 

Plan your honeymoon so that you 
can visit your 'dream vacation spoT at 
the best time of the year. Decide where 
you want to go and make sure that the 
climate will bt' what you want it to be, 
or your 'ideal honeymoon' may end 
up being a miserable mistake! 

Some newly weds do not consider 
anything but an immi'di.ite 
honeymoon. They may be more 
romantic but less practical. If you 
want to take off right after the wedd¬ 
ing tor the honeymcKin of your 
dreams, you would have to plan your 
wedding and honeymoon dates care¬ 
fully, so that everything goes off 
smcHithly. It take's metiiniious plann¬ 


ing to have an evening wedding and 
then catch a flight for your 
honeymoon the following morning! 
You don't always need to rush frtMn 
the wedding mandap directly to the 
railway station or airport! An ideal 
wedding deserves an ideal 
honeymoon. 

Planning Your Ideal Honeymoon 

T A/bile planning your 
VV honeymoon,it is worthwhile to 
get in touch with a travel agent who 
specialises in 'honeymoon travel', and 
who can handle the entire arrange¬ 
ments for you. Such an agent can help 
you select the best time of the year to 
travel and offer suggistions for your 
itinerary. Your costs don't increase' 








gready by using a travel agent; their 
ronunissions are paid also by the airli¬ 
nes, hotels and so on. Their expertise 
on hotels, restaurants and available 
destinations is invaluable, and can be 
used in making a decision ri^rding 
the honeymoon destination. 

Woidd you like a tight 'schedule' 
honeymoon? Once you have selected 
your honeymoon destination, ask 
your travel agent or others about speci¬ 
al events that may take place when 
you plan to be there so that you can 
include them in your itinerary. It may 
be worthwhile to make tentative plans 
and reservations ahead of time so that 
you have the option to enjoy a hill and 
busy honeymoon. 

You may, on the other hand, like a 
cosy honetfmpott, preferring to relax 
and not ^ tied to a rigid schedule. 
After the hectic wedding preparations 
and the whirlwind activities of your 
big day, you may need a few days to 
unwind and get to know each other 
better. Make your honeymoon a time 
for solitude and total relaxation. 
Sporting/adventure honeymoon; 

The adventure lovers can 'take a 
break' away from the traditional 
honeymoon dt*stination.s and dis¬ 
cover romance* in an exotic place in an 
exciting way; for instance, camping in 


the wilderness, which can be a roman¬ 
tic, back-to-nature experience. 

In the winter, ski enthusiasts can 
enjoy their honeymoon skiing in deep 
snow. Or else, they can iceskate on a 
frozen pond or spend, the day fishing 
or trekldng and then go back to their 
cabin and curl up together in front of a 
huge, crackling nre! 

For the art and gourmet enthusiasts: 
Those who prefer fine wine, 'gastrono¬ 
mic delights' and artistic creations to 
active sports can draw up for them¬ 
selves an itinerary of museums, histo¬ 
rical sites and gourmet restaurants. 
Ck>t recommendations from friends, 
travel agents and travel brochures 
Plan a week of entertainment to inclu - 
de the theatres, museums, forts and 
palaces, wines and fine food. Schedule 
txKly massage for both of you to ensu¬ 
re complete relaxation. Indulge in the 
ultimate hedonist's honeymoon! 
Nearby getaways: Your honeymoon 
does not have to be the 'typical vaca 
tion' to a far-away destination within 
the country or overseas. ThCTe couid 
be a variety of opportunities available 
in your surrounding areas, where you 
can )ust enjoy the pleasure of each 
other's aimpany in a romantic setting 
and avoid the complications (and 
uncertainties) of making travel plans 


and bookings much ahead of time. 

An experience in luxury: If your 
budget permits, indulge yourst'lf in a 
holidy like you see in the movies or TV’ 
or read about in the btxiks—a fairy¬ 
tale honey nuxin set amidst a tairy-tale 
setting. Book yourself into a contempo¬ 
rary palace hotel. There are varied 
options available in India. Hotels that 
are built in the patterns of an old hnvli 
(mansion) or the real 'palace hotels' 
which provide a aimpletc medieval 
backdrop along with all the modern 
amenities to make your honeymoon 
almost tot> perfect to be true! 

What to Pack For a Honeymoon? 

T his would depend on the itinerary 
that you chixme and also on the 
weather. Most newly weds tend to 
overpack, as this is their first 'long 
trip' together. 

If you are going to a beach resort, 
and you plan to en|oy water sports as 
well, your luggage should consist of 
bathing suits and light summer clo¬ 
thing. Remember to take along your 
zari saris and suits in case you have to 
attend evening entertainment pro¬ 
grammes or formal dinners. 

For a honeymemn to the hills (say 
Kullu-Manali) where the climate is 
markedly colder, you'll have to he pre¬ 
pared for r,iin and snow. Con¬ 
sequently, heavy wixilens are manda- 
torj' as alsti socks, gloves and 
balaclav.is. 

Keep your dixruments, medica¬ 
tions, jewellery, cash, traveller's 
chetjues, camera and other such items 
in a carry-bag which you should keep 
with you at all limes. This would be a 
safe and wise precaution; after all, you 
don't want any frustrating mishaps to 
ruin your dream holiday. 

Make sure you lake your camera 
along to capture the most enchanting 
and romantic moments of your 
honeymexm. In case you possess a 
video camera, you axild be all the 
more fortunate in recording (in 
motion) the captivating and delecta¬ 
ble events! 

Packing for Honeymoon 
(Checklist) 

our honeymoon should be the 
most romantic trip of your life. It 
will utke plenty of planning- - ensuic 
everything gixss off without a hitch. 

Clothing/Footwear 

Underwear 
Socks/shKkings 
T-shirts 





Pyjamas/bathrobes 

Lingerie 

Bathing suit/shorts 
Comfortable pants 
Dress/clothings 
Casual and c '.'iiiiig wear 
Hand bag 

Sweater/sweatshirts 
Jacket/coat and tie 
Dress shoes 
Tennis shoes 
Clothing /footwear 
Sandals/chappals 
jewellery 
jogging suits 
Sports clothing 
(optional) 

Toiletries/olher items 
Toothbrush /paste 
Lotion/Moisturise*!' 

Brush/comb 

‘Make-up 

f iaircli^/pins 

Razor/afters have/shaving 

cream/brush 

Perfume/cologne 

Tampons/pads 

Birth contnil pills 

Soap 

Nail polish/remeiver 
Nail file 

Cotton balls/Q. tips 
Nail cutHi^. 
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Toiletries/other items 
Hair spray/moussc 
Hairdryer 
Towels 

Shampoo / cond itioner 
Mouthwash Aspinn 
First Aid kit (travel) 
Dental floss 
Equipment 

Camera/Film 
Cianics IxHiks 
Address book 
joumal/diary 
Tickets/ itinerary 
Passptirt/credit ranjs 
Suitcases 

Travi’llcr's cheques 
Cash 

Ski gear (optional) 

I liking gear (optional) 
Contact lenses 
Sun glasses 


Handy Documents and Useful 
Items 

Itinerary and tickets: Once you have 
finalised the travel plans for your 
honeymtxm, gather all the tickets toge¬ 
ther and review your itinerary. Make 
sun* all the dates and times are correct 


Check out all cancellation policies for 
hotels, car rental, airlines and so fortt. 
List credit card and (dher numbcfs: In 
a .separate diary or journal, list all your 
credit card numbers, driver's licence 
number, bank acanint numbers, tra¬ 
veller's cheques numbers and any 
important information. In case you 
lose your wallet or it is stolen, you 
aiuld easily cancel all your credit car¬ 
ds and order new traveller's cheques 
without panicking. Ensure a smooth 
honeymoon for yourself. 

Medication: Bring along copies of 
your doctor's prescriptions, if any, for 
medication and ey^lasses or contet 
lenses. While travelling, keep other 
important medicines within easy 
reach (say, in your purse) and not in 
your luggage. 

Obtain traveller's cheques: Clarry tra¬ 
veller's cheques to avoid the unneces¬ 
sary tension of possible pilferage of 
cash. If your wallet is lost or stolen, 
you can still get your money back; if 
you carry ca.sh, you are out of luck. 
Carry small change: Of course, you 
will need to carry some cash to start 
with. Make sure you carry enuu^ 
small change to tip bellboys and 
waiters (in hotels), porters, taxi- 
drivers and others, as well as for small 
purcha.ses. 

Take along credit cards: Take along 
major credit cards which are accepted 
almost everywhere, if you run out of 
money, you can charge meals, hotels 
and entertainment expenses to your 
card. You could also get cash from 
certain banks by showing your credit 
card. 

Exchange foreign currency in a fore¬ 
ign country: If you arc honeymooning 
outside India, wait until you get to the 
foreign country before you change cur¬ 
rency. Change the currency as and 
when you need it on your honeymoon. 
Apply for visas, passports in advan¬ 
ce: If ytru are planning an overseas 
honeymoon, ensure that you have 
your pas.spnrt ready and up to date. 
Make sure you get the visas from the 
embassies/consulates of the countries 
that you plan to visit well in advance, 
to avoid ia.st-minuh.* hassles when you 
are ready to travel. 

Last but not the leash Don't forget to 
.send a picture fxistcard to both your 
parents, wherever you go. They have 
worked hard and striven to their 
utmost to make your wedding a p€*r- 
fect one, and they certainly deserve 
your remembrance and gratitude. 

It wtmld be a thoughtful idea to 
bring back a souvenir for your parents 
or for your brother or sister or a close 
friend, as a small thank-you gesture. M 






VIDEOS 



While You Wnre Sleeping: A 
very, very Nineties come¬ 
dy starring Sandra Bullock 
of Speed fame. 

Sandra plays a lonely 
lady dispensing tokens 
iTum a Chicago tollbooth 
as she fantasises about a 
mysterious blueneyed com¬ 
muter (Peter Gallagher) 
who regularly glides past 
her 

She meets him only 
when she rescues him off 
the track where he had 
been pushed by muggers. 
Mr Right lay in a coma and 
may never recover. Bul¬ 
lock meets Peter's kith and 
kin at the hospital who mis¬ 
take her for his fiancee. 

What follows next is a 
pot-pourri of hectic mish¬ 
mash and maudlin intri- 
g;ues. The cast includes Bill 
Pullman who plays a sexy 
second lead as Peter's kid 
brother with great finesse. 
Die film is directed by Jon 
Turteltaub. 
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r H E P 1 C K O I- THE W E E K 


stranger while the killer 
Imks in the dark. Written 
by Joy Finding (William 
Moitow, $23). 


L I 1 I : .S 1 Y 1. i ; 



aidadlMllltalSpiNiMs 
aflw aw* It, fMsi a 25 


Tlw pradwt hat a wik 
4saw hwl faddy which 


■mra had doNhlad or tripM 
thair chaacc cf a canHac 


IP K (> (> K S 

Don't Cry Now. A neat thril¬ 
ler involving Bonnie Whee¬ 
ler, an English teacher and 
her handsome, once- 
divorced husband and 



their little daughter. It 
begins with hubby's ex- 
wife calling up to say that 
Bonnie and her child are in 
danger only to end up 
being killed herself. 

Bonnie is saddled with 
two hostile stepchildr¬ 
en and a husband who 
stays out nights with some 


remom toMSh wihddat hi 
secaads. R alto indadet a 
tltam Goalrol knob, ia-buK 
water iMMip and a tpeeW 
back cower to rewiod the cord 
when eat hi ute. The be* is 
priced at Rt 1,200. 

Rub and scrub: Die latest in 
the Everyuth brand, C adi- 
la Healthcare Private 
Limited, is 'Every'uth Wal¬ 
nut Facial fkrub'. 

Following the popular 
craze for various face- 
scnibs, the product cons¬ 
ists of finely^round wal¬ 
nut particles that help 
remove dead-skin cells 
and debns accumulated 
on the skin's top-most 
layer. The scrub is priced 
at Rs 42.50. 


I- A .S H I () N 


Iwafr 0^2001: The IwtonialhM- 





■tHaaraf 


Farlhatart- 


laac t toe , Sub 
■ wore—the 


conviaience. The coloar 
paMte ttoertd from the hold 
V wOd to the dattical. The 



ehelstoacc e ati i atetheWpi- 
rt and enhance the character 
ofthaowtfiL 
Tha oniaat manaoBd to 
spin off a rich topo|^ af 
cehwrt, fahriet aaotiyle. 


























V ikwevindfMKie and equal rigti^ 
ivhailafovsnuttaat m«? 

. being wietDcanvUioe the 

tiutt V9« Aakui peQ|de can tnake 
hn^btuaie.. 

yOienr wdnrt Haa been die palest 
iftSvcnw fai jrwor life? 

, Bid^ brought up urith an Indian 
background and going into the VVeat 
wllhoarmusac. 

What do you dislike nutst inothera? 

Igmnamce, racism and jeaknisy. 
vniatdo you dislike most in yoniself? 

Biting nty na9s! 

What is yo«r most precious 
possession? 

, My love in world music will keep 
me .going and going- Also, i love Bass. 
What objects do you always carry? 

, PtTsunal stereo, always, and my 
•hair gel. 

What makes you most depressed? 

Radio stations that won't play 
Asian music. 

What do you dislike most on your 


What makes you 
most depress^? 


Radio stations that 
wonH play Asian 
Y;^usic 




mtmmf'-misnm 


appearance? 

My nails. 

What is your favourite word? 

KUda. 

What is your favourite journey? 

To my studio every day. 

What is your favourite dream? - 
Beii^ Number One with a record ip! 
the goni chart. 

What is your nightmare? 

Losing interest in music. 

What or who is the greatest love (rf . 
youriife? 

C(Nj. 

What is your source of sustenance? 

Pass. 

On what occasions do you lie? 

When 1 say it was a wrong number. 

What has been your happiest 
mommit? 

Seeing my baby bom on Decediber 
91. V 

What bfinga beam to jrirar eyes? 







What objects do you 
always cany? 


Personal stereo, 
alwa3?s> and my hair 
gel 


-- ■ Ji .d-. V.y'JWtam.- -. { • ,1 S' 9 } 
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Presenting A.ulan. A.n international lotion 
witk two gentle words for mosquitoes. 


Bye-Bye 


Autan is a non-greasy, non-sticky ttlTaiiniSPSUrSinit lotion with 
a pleasant ‘quick-dry’ action works like an 


invisible shield against mosquitoes for upto 8 hours. 

It’s gentle on your skin and washes off easily. Across the 


world, from Cologne to Calcutta, 


^ Autan is the most 



effective way to keep mosquitoes 
away. Get Autan today. Try it 
tonight. And watch mosquitoes 


pack their bags and leave. 


Bayer 





Tke plesMal way 

lo kerp moaquiloM away 
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enc^ such roppant prociuo- 
tions can nevtt be a hit. 

This does not mean Cair 
cuttans lobk down upcai 
EngUah plays from Bom¬ 
bay, it isthmHt^ wcnitd 
rattier spend an evening 


an hour OT . so 
ktiotk JcdceS. 

Cabsitki. 



WiB ba seoa otowdii^ belime 
halis in nottb Cateiitta 
whew Apama Sen, Sou- 
milia Cnrttei^ or Robi 
CilK 3 Sh ooold be perfrarmii^. 

Some of these i^ys are 
'fldso IBppant, lacking in 
serioasness, but they can 
mp one's imagination. 
Skvmnml Basok, 

Ouculfa 

It We appreciate the Maga- 
lane's concern ht giving 
publicity to the th^tre 
whkdi has almost become 
a dying art today. 
ArtaMfiskra, 

CaMadt 

Beauty Ups 


oea beauty coiunin? Some 
tips on makeup, skin and 
mre^care would be of great 
help. - . 
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Ved Marwah, who has held top police and admi¬ 
nistrative posts in all the strife-tom states in the 
country: from Kashmir through Miroram to Pun¬ 
jab, probes the genesis of terrorism in his new 
booK Uncivil Wars. A profile of the author and 
an extract. 
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COVERSTO^ 

An Officer and 

aWriter 

Sana Thakur meets super-cop Ved Maneah who has now reinvented himself as 
an author with a hook on the history of terrorism in India 


H e looks too donnish to 

have written what is being 
touted as the definitive 
book on terrorism. Tall 
and loose-limbed, sporting floppy 
tweeds and a fiiraway expression, Ved 
Marwah seems more an amiable aca¬ 
demic than the top cop 
He sits by a window in his cosy offi¬ 
ce, basking in the winter sun and the 
afterglow of a well-received book. "I 
might not have got money out of it. 
but I have got something more—satis- 
iaction," he says "It was worth all 
those months of painstakingly writing 
page after page in long-h .nd," he 
adds with a laugh. 

The work itself is a comprehensive 
countdown of how dissent in India 
came to be vocalised in violence. Mar¬ 
wah who has held top police or admi¬ 
nistrative posts in all the trouble- 
ridden states of India, from Kashmir 
through Mizoram to Punjab, probes 
the genesis of militancy in th^ areas 
as well as exploring its progress and 
th^syche of the militant. 

The book, in fact, seems to distill 
Marwah's sense of being. Touch on 
any aspect of the life and times of Ved 
Marwah and he gives it only cursory 
interest, until matters of state are tou¬ 
ched on. That is when Marwah comes 
alive. For the rest, childhood was "too 
long ago" to dwell upon and the Parti¬ 
tion was "traumatic". 

His innate reserve makes him retic¬ 
ent and it is only in flashes that the 
story of his life rises above the plain 
redtal of a CV. So, back to the Parti¬ 
tion. After the cleavage of the country, 
the Marwah family exchanged a life of 
landed luxury in Peslviwarior a 
refugee camp in Delhi. 


"We finally managed to pick up the 
threads of om lives when my father 
set up his bookshop," recalls Marwah. 
The bookshop, Faqir Chand in Khan 
Market, went on to become an institu¬ 
tion ol book-starved Delhi and Marwa¬ 
h's college years were divided bet¬ 
ween boning up on economics in St Ste¬ 



phen's and helping out at the book¬ 
shop during the aftiemoon. 

His first mll-timc job was with Cal- 
tex. "For the first time in a long while I 
had money in my pocket and even an 
Ambassador to whirl me around 
Delhi," he says with a boyish grin. But 
he soon found that oil sold itself and 
diat he was, after all, only on the 
MNC s rollsas the "tok«i Indian". 
"Caltex wasn't too difterent from St 
Stephen's and I decided to look for 
something else." 


Which is when he took the civil ser¬ 
vices exam and found himself as the 
SDPO (sub-divisional police officer) 
of Diamond Harbour with a house per¬ 
ched on the edge of a 
river-tuming-into-a-sea. 

Life in his parent cadre of West 
Bengal was a aeries of quick rises until 
the ^pital decided to have its own ser¬ 
vice cadre and raided the states for 
their most able men. So, Marwah 
found himself coorduiating the securi¬ 
ty of Indira C^Iandhi. From there it was 
but a hop, skip and jump to the top via 
posts as plum as the Commissioner of 
Delhi Police, director-general of the 
National Se«mrity Guards and Special 
Secretary in the ministry of home 
affairs. 

And today? 'T spent it autograph- 
ir^ my book at my wife's new book¬ 
shop". Marwah looks distinctly reliev¬ 
ed as he reaches the end of his 
recital—advisor to the CJovemor of 
Jammu and Kashmir—and slips into 
the flow of what interests him most— 
the policy and practice of policing in 
India. The fiasco over the airdropping 
from AN-26 is the cause of his current 
outrage. "We have again exposed our¬ 
selves as a soft state, as a country 
where people wander in and do things 
that even fiction Mrriters would hesita¬ 
te to write about because they sound 
so unrealistic," he says bitin^y. 

As he seethes about the lack of coor¬ 
dination between security agencies, 
his own famed falling-out with the 
doughty K.P.S. Gill over Operation 
Bla» Thunder comes to mind. The 
antipathy betwerai the two officers is 
smd to be legendary and seeps 
through in me clupter on Punjab. 

In person, too, Marwah is as conspi- 






cuoufily magnaninuxis: "Differences 
are bound tu crop up between two 
people with diffmnt views of how 
thin^ should be done. But die import¬ 
ant thing is that the di^rences were 
sorted out, if not at our level, at the 
level of die Prime Minister. Those 
were difficult days. It was diffiailt to 
see who was right and wlu> was 
wrong." All very high-minded, of 
course, but the^ect is rather spoiled 
by a flash of the old oneupmanship: 
"After all, it could very well have been 
me who was wrong." 

He then settles down to dissect die 


differences between terrorism in Pun¬ 
jab and in Kashmir ~ "The external 
dimension is presently more promi- 
nendy in Kashmir and so is the religi¬ 
ous fundamentalLsm"—and finally 
arrives at die most essential distinc¬ 
tion, that in the policing of the two 
states. 

"In Kashmir the police was allowed 
to decline by sub-standard political 
derisions. In Punjab, there was a con¬ 
scious effort (o build up the Punjab 
Police, because it would, ultimately, 
be the one to face the onslaught. So, it 
was played up and projected very deli- 


beiatdy, sometimes at dw cost of the 
others, like die MSG in Hack Thun¬ 
der," he says. 

Ihe recollection of the old grievance 
takes him back to Gill. "I wish there 
had been more building up of dw poli¬ 
ce force dian of just one perscHiality. It 
goes adthout saying that leadership is 
impcxtant and Mr Gill's leadership 
played a key role, but 1 wish it hadn't 
been endrdy personality-oiienled," 
he says regretfully. 

Dropping the subject, he moves on 
to list what it takes to be a Governor in 
a teirorian-ridden state like Jammu 
and Kashmir, where good men 


Marwah, who has held 
toppolioeor 
administrative posts in 
all the trouble-ridden 
states of India, from 
Kashmir througjb 
Mizoram to Puiyab, 
probes the genesis of 
mffitancy in these areas 
as weU as exploring its 
progress and the psyche 
of the militant 


have tried and failed on the jt^. 

The basic quality, he says, is that the 
Governor must be many men in one 
"He must boa gotxl coordinator of the 
security forces but also must have a 
fine-honed pt^itical intuition which 
can allow him to create support for the 
revival of the poUtical process. He 
must be a good administrator and also 
an efticient communicatni," he says. 
"But," he adds, "more important, he 
must get the full support of the 
Centre." 

Having tasted blood with his first 
book— "If s above Bill Gates' book on 
the Calcutta best-seOers' list," be says 
gleefully— Marwah is planning his 
next. This is also Idiely to. bean off shtx/t 
of a research prefect, this time one 
which focuses on the several threats ti> 
internal security, ranging from com¬ 
munal riots, through caste violence to 
organised crime. "I've been bitten by 
the writing bug," hesay.s. "But this 
time ril make sure I get over my fear ol 
technology and use the word 
processor." 

b 
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Operation Black 

THUVDER 

F nUy exploiting the weak response of got agitated and the DG, CR 
the Punjab governnient the militants rush personally to Amritsar 
once again started operating from the them. It had become obviou 
Golden Temple. Fortification.s started militants would not stop at i 
coming up in full view of the Punjab unless flushed out once agai 
police and the CRI*F. but the govern- tary operation, nw strategis 
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/n his new hook. 
Uncivil Wars: 
Pathology of 
Terrorism in India, 
VedMarwah 
tells the inside 
story of this 
operation and 
reveals how 
Punjab police 
chief KPS. GiU 
tried to 
upstage him 
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I uUy exploiting the weak response of 
the Punjab government the militants 
once again started operating from the 
Golden Temple. Fortification.s started 
coming up in full view of the Punjab 
police and the CRI*F. but the govern¬ 
ment could net make up its mind on 
how to respond. History was once 
again repeating itself The situation 
was allowed to build up till May l‘*88. 
The dismissal of tiie Bamala govern¬ 
ment had achieved very little. Gover¬ 
nors were being changed frequently 
and made little impact tw the situation. 

The government finally made up its 
mind when S.S. Virk, DIGP, CRPF, 
was fired at and injured by the milit¬ 
ants from inside the Golden Temple. 
The CRPF deployed at the complex 

Vud Marwah 


,1:^ -P 


got agitated and the DG, CRPF, had to 
rush personally to Amritsar to pacify 
th^. It had b^me obvious that the 
militants would not stop at anything, 
unless flushed out once again in a mili¬ 
tary operation. The strategists among 
the militants' oiganisations, both in 
the country and outside, understood 
very well the advantages of piovok- 
ing the government to launch a milita¬ 
ry operation against the Golden Tem¬ 
ple complex. Nodung had done more 
for their movement and its cause than 
Operation Blue Star and the events 
that followed it. 

The government was under tremen¬ 
dous pressure and was being criticis¬ 
ed for taking no action against the mili¬ 
tants. The Govenuir of Punjab, Sid- 

K.PJS.aM 










dtiaillia9iarikarlby,w«iitediinmedi- 
^ action to flush out the mUitanto 
flom theGcriden Temple comfricx. 
These were the drcumstanoes whidi 
foroed the government to launch Ope- 


^• rsw I *1 f r* «I i I tT» [iid 


To discuss the situation and decide 
thestrategyoffiuShingoutthetemv 
risis, a me^ng was hdd at the Unkm 
home minisler Buta Sf^'s room in 
the Parliament House. Tne meeting 
was attended, among others, by the 
Governor of Punjab and dte minister 
of state for home afliairs, P. Chidamba¬ 
ram. After discussing various options 
open to the government, it was decid¬ 
ed to hand over the operations to the 
Natimal Security Guards. Operation 
Black Thunder was a turning point, 
and therefore, it would be usmi to 
know how this operation was planned 
and coftducted. There are lessons to be 
learnt, specially when compared with 
Operation Blue Star. 

'Putaafogh was in favour of first con- 
Ooentrating on the two Ramgharia 
Bun^ to knockdown flie guns moun¬ 
ted mere by the militants, instead of 
mounting a direct assault on the Gold¬ 
en Tempw. Itwasa very sound advice. 
A conting^t of the crack NSG com¬ 
mandos was airlifted to Amritsar, 
under the overall command of Bri- 
^dier Sushil Nanda. A direct radio 
link was established between the force 
commander, the TAC (Tactical) head¬ 
quarter at Amritsar, and NSG Control 
Room in New Delhi, which had links 
with all senior officers of the NSG. 
Major General Naresh Kumar, Inspec¬ 
tor General Operations and 1 kept in 
constant touch with the situation at 
the Golden Temple complex. The TAC 
headquarter at the complex was esta¬ 
blish^ at the hotel directly overlook¬ 
ing the Golden Temple. The CRPF was 
deployed around the outer parameter 
of the complex and the NSG concentra¬ 
ted its fire in neutralising the mili¬ 
tants' guns mounted on top of the 









MmtMts at tha Qoktan Temple 



The NSG olHcers were operatiiig 
imiler the direct 

own ofRoers. Gill protested, 

as according to him, he was the 
omatt oonmiander of the forces 
deptoyed there and shovld have 
tlif liiitf apriority to decide how 
an dpen^m sdio^ becondncted 


Bungas, from where they were domi- 
nabng a major portion of the 
complex.... 

The Punjab Governor expressed his, 
dissatisfaction with the phased strate¬ 
gy of the NSG operational plan. At a 
meeting at rtie PM's hcmse which was 
attend^, among others, by theCiiver- 
nor of Punjab, Siddhartha Shankar 
Ray, minister of state P. Chidamba- 
rann, Julio Ribeiro, DIB, M.K. 

Narayan. and DGP K.P.S. Gill, the 
majority of foose present were in 
favour of a short quick action as they 
feared a more serious problem build- 







Th0 poHce kaapkig pMc« hi Pur^ab 


ing up outside the Temple complex if 
the operation was unduly delayed. 

Any delay c <uld allow time to the 
secessionists to mobilise the Sikh mas¬ 
ses, and this avuld take the shape of 
massive agitations and demonstra¬ 
tions against any action against the 
militants inside the Golden Temple. 
Some of us argued in favour of a phas¬ 
ed operaticnii, so that the mistakes of 
the Operation Blue Star, even if the 
two situations were not exactly the 
same, could be avoided. There were 
still a number of devotees trapped nisi- j 
de the complex, and we were in favour 
of giving sufficient time to them to 
come out, so that they do not get 
caught in the cross-fire. Moreover, a 
direct swift assault could result in 
actual damage to the Temple, which 
we wanted toavoid at all costs. The 
meeting went on till the early hours of 
the next morning even thou^ the 
Prune Minister was to leave a few 
hours later.... 1 was directed to perso¬ 
nally go to Amritsar for an on-Uie-spot 
assessment of the situation 

I left for Amritsar the next morning. 
Indefinite curfew had been imposed 
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only around the Temple complex, but 
this time unlike in 1%4, we had not 
a-skf-xl for a curfew in the whole state, 
not even in the entire city of Amritsar. 

I moved aroimd in the city in plain clo¬ 
thes and what struck me most was the 
lack of tension in the dty. A crowd in 
front of a hahoai was busy eating hot 
jalebih.... 

The strategy was to pin down the 
militants in their hiding places inside 
the complex by accurate long-distance 
sniper fire, and then step-by-step adv¬ 
ance towards the Temple by first occu¬ 
pying the 'Sarai' and then the other 
strategic places. The Light Machine 
Gun (LMG) firing on the Bungas to 
neutralise the militants' guns was 
simultaneously continue round the 
dock. A.S LMGs were not having the 
desired effect, we had to approach the 
Army iiQ to fly their discarded heavy 
machine guns from their ordinance 
depot at Jabalpore. The Army HQ was 
most cooperative and gave tm NSC 
whatever help it asked for. The Air For¬ 
ce was also most helpful. .The whole 
Operation Black The^er was conceiv¬ 
ed and planned entirely in the NSG, 


thou{^ the help of the CRPF was taken 
in foe initial phase to guard therpara- 
meter outside the complex. The outsi¬ 
de force was also replaced later by foe 
NSG Spedal Ranger Groups. 

TheKinjab Police was asked to take 
chaige of Mefing foe media in Amrit¬ 
sar, but were not involved in either the 
planning or the impl«nentation of foe 
Operation. Their help was also sought 
to make the aimouncementson foe 
loudspeakers for the devotees to come 
out of foe Temple complex during foe 
announced hours, and to give them 
the assurance that they would not be 
fired at. Rcmnd-the-clock announce- 
mefits on the loudspeakers were also 
made to foe holed-up militants that 
their position was hopeless and that 
they must surrender in their own 
interest. 

T he militants were under tremend¬ 
ous pressure. They realised that 
they were in a hopeless situation. 

Th^ did not know from whidiside 
foe NSG commandos would advance. 
The occupation of one building after 
another in lightning movements, com- 




The Golden Temple during Operation Black Thunder 


pletely demoralised them, and broke 
their will to fight and to continue hold¬ 
ing the devotees The devotees started 
coming out in batches during the 
announced hours. The siege continu¬ 
ed till their will to resist completely 
broke down. 

Even though the the NSG's operatio¬ 
nal plan was working with clockwork 
efficiency the Punjab Police was gett¬ 
ing impatient. DGP was pressuring all 
the time for the the NSG to sjieed up 
its Operation to flush out all the mili¬ 
tants. This pressure was ha\ ing its 
effect on the the NSG officers. They 
were getting restive. I had to personal¬ 
ly visit the the TAC headquarter, over¬ 
looking Harminder Sahib, at mid¬ 
night to calm them down. The officers 
bubbling with confidence wanted a 
green signal from me to imin^iately 
finish the job. 1 did not want to take 
any undue risk of a messy assault 
which could result in avoidable casual¬ 
ties on either side. The officers were 
told to ignore the pressure from the 
Punjab Police. The NSG officers were 
operating under the direct command 
of their own officers. K.P.S. Gill pro¬ 


tested, as according to him, he was the 
overall commander of the forces 
deployed there and should have the 
final authority to decide how iin opera¬ 
tion should be conducted. He was 
again told thdt since the task had been 
entrusted to the NSG, he should leave 
the job to them. He was not satisfied 
and the matter had to go the Prime 
Minister for a decision. The PM drew a 
command chart in his own handwri¬ 
ting. The Force Commander ot the 
N^ was to continue funchoning 
directly under the Director General, 
NSG, who, in turn, was to function 
under the home minister's control and 
direction. 

Our patience paid off and most of 
the militants surrendered during the 
announced ceasefire hours. Among 
those who surrendered was the much 
wanted Panta who was involved in 
the terrorist shootouts in Greater Kai- 
lash and Gulmohar Park in New Delhi 
in 1987 and in many other terrorist 
acts. He could not be immediately 
recognised. In a desperate act he swal¬ 
low^ a cyanide capsule and died 
within seconds in front of the NSG 


video camera. The NSG video film 
which had covered the entire surren¬ 
der by the militants with their arms rai¬ 
sed above their head w'as released to 
Doordarshan after it was shown to 
Gopi Arora, the then secretary, infor¬ 
mation and broadcasting (I and B), 
and the media adviser in the ministry 
of I and B, Suman Dubey. 

Some of the hardcore militants 
while coming out to surrender made a 
sudden dash to harminder Sahib and 
refused to come out. This created a 
very ugly situation. Taking a calculat¬ 
ed risk, it was decided not to attack 
Harminder Sahib but to continue with 
the siege. The decision not to underta¬ 
ke any operation to forcibly evict the 
holed-up militants from Harminder 
Sahib did not find favour with some 
The Punjab Police Chief was also enti- 
cal as he feared that they could dama¬ 
ge it and put the blame on the security 
forces. We again held an internal meet¬ 
ing of the senior NSG officers and it 
was unanimously decided to stick to 
our earlier decision to continue with 
the siege, and not to fire at the milit¬ 
ants even if they came out to take 
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:i iv^iedt PM’s hou^ aiid asl 

entei^ :^e i!k>nferem 
even bdrbre lcould greet the PM, 
he asked in4|P go toiJeorge^s room 
and Issue orllers to the NSG 
officers teAairitsar that they 
should continue their physical 
control of the Temple complex and 
not allow K.P.S. Gill or any of his 
officers Inside the complex till 
fhrther orders 


water from the Sarovar. We did not 
want to take any nsk of being accused 
of causing any damage to the sanctum 
sanctorum. We decided to stick to our 
strategy in spite of the reports which 
had also reached Delhi that the holed- 
up militants had explosives and plann¬ 
ed to blow up Harminder Sahib and 
put the blame on the NSG. We took the 
risk and asked for sevn more days 
The cabinet secretary, B.G Desh- 
mukh, agreed to support us in the 
Core Committee's meeting, but only 
for a weak. After three days when the 
Core Committee s meeting in the Cabi¬ 
net Secretariat wa;; going on, 1 learnt 
about the surrender of all the mili¬ 
tants. I informed Mrs Sarla Crewal, 
secretary to the Prime Minister, and 
B.G. Deshmukh, cabinet secretary, on 
telephone that our patience had paid 
off and all the mMitants had surrender¬ 
ed and come out of Harminder Sahib 
without our having to fire a single 
shot. Operation Black Thunder is to 
date the most successful anti- 
terrorism operation anywhere in the 
world. The Economist, London, said so 
in so many words in its issue of May 
1988. The mood in the NSG head¬ 
quarters was positively upbeat. The 
tensions of the last few days had taken 
its toll and I was looking forward to 
catching up on my sleep. But that was 
not to be, as our troubles were not yet 
over. V. George, PS to the PM, rang me 
up at night to summon me to the PM's 
house. He also let me know that the 
PM was in an angry mood 
I was a little surprised because the 
Prime Minister should have been very 
pleased with the outcome of the Opera¬ 
tion Black Thunder. I rushed to the 
PM's house and as I entered the Confe¬ 
rence Room, even before l.could greet 
the PM, he asked me to go to George's 
room and issue orders to the NSG offi¬ 
cers in Amritsar that they should conti- 
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nue their physical control of the Tem¬ 
ple complex and not allow K P S. Gill 
or any of his officers inside the com¬ 
plex till further orders I ti ic?d to say 
something, but ht' cut me short and 
told me to first do what I was told and 
then do the talking. I went to Geroge's 
room and through the NS(.; Control 
Room issued instructions to the NSCi 
officers at Amritsar not to hand over 
the control of the Temple complex to 
the Piiniab Police till they got further- 
clearance from me. 

Alter issuing these orders 1 return¬ 
ed to the Conference Room. P. Chi¬ 
dambaram was already there After I 
sal down, the I’M asked me under 
whose orders K.P.S. Gil! had been 
allowed to enter Harminder S,ihib. 1 
explained that as the Operation was 
over, the NSG had to hand ovc-r the 
control to the I'unjab I’olice fvir further 
action as required under the law. The 
Prime Minister, howev'er, was not 
satisfied with iny explaruuion. Why 
couldn't I keep Chidambaram inform¬ 
ed before taking any decision, he 
asked. 1 apologised for not doing so, 
and went on to explain that there were 


' a number of legal formalities that had 
to be ajmpleted, and it could only be 
dome by the Punjab Police, once the 
Cfperation was over. I should mention 
here that after the first one or two mee¬ 
tings, Buta Singh had stopped attend¬ 
ing them and it was Chidambaram, 
who was axirdinating various mat¬ 
ters relating to Operation Black Thun¬ 
der. With his razor sharp mind he 
could take quick decisions; he was a 
great help throughout the Operation. 

Apparently, what had annoyed the 
Prime Minister was the escorting of 
someSGPC representatives inside 
Harminder Sahib. These gentlemen 
had created some confusion by theu 
statements about the desecration of 
the sanctum sanctorum by the mili¬ 
tants The Prime Minister was right; 
the aftermath of Operation Black 
Thunder wa.s as important as the ope¬ 
ration itself and had to be handled 
very carefully. He directed that the 
home minister, Buta Singh, the mini- 
ter of state, P. Chidambaram, Gopi 
Arora, secretary 1 B., P.l.B , M K 
Narayanan and myselt should imme¬ 
diately fly to Amritsar and coordinate 
the follow-up action ... 

T he media had already built npGil) 
as the hero of Operation Black 
Thunder He never contradicted the 
media reports 1 was aware that my 
appearing at this stage on Doordar- 
shan would create an avoidable con 
troversy The need for building up the 
morale of the Punjab Police nvis more 
important than seeking credit that 
was due to the NSG. I disaissed the 
matter with Chidambaram and he 
agieed with me. Gill was lett to conti¬ 
nue to bask in the glory of the (^ora¬ 
tion Black Thunder. Suman Dubey 
was disappointed and said so The 
NSG officers were also disappointed 
and told me that I was making a big 
mistake as public memory was .short 
and that of the politicians even 
shorter. They feared that the NSG offi¬ 
cers who had conducted a perfect anti¬ 
terrorist operation in the most difficult 
of circumstances would be forgott*?n 
when the time came tor rewards. I 
assured them that I would never allow 
that to happen and forbade any of the 
officers to go to the Press. They were 
unhappy with my order, but they 
strictly complied with it 

However to my utter shock, and dis¬ 
may, 1 was to discover later that they 
were right and 1 was wrong But they 
were right only partially; it was not the 
political leaders or civil servants who 
forgot them, it was their own anny 
officers ■ 
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SPOOFING THE 
WRITERS 

How would the big names of Indian tenting treat a political announcements 


E ver got the feeling that you 
know what a columnist is 
going to say before you even 
turn to his column? Sick of 
editorials that are so predictable that 
they add nothing to what we already 
know and think? 

Well, so are we. The Telegraph set out 
to analyse how Indian newspapers, 
magazines, columnists and writers 
would react it Ekmia Gandhi were to 
finally announce that she was joining 
pohtii s. 

Here, entirely in jest and without 
any malice, are l 1 take-offs of the 
columns, reports, editorials and 
stones that would result as a 
consequence of such an 
announcement. 

Pritish Nandy 

/ / A rnethi! Exile me if you must. 

xA.But Jesus was a sailor, when 
he walked upon the water, and he 
spent a long time watching from his 
lonely wooden tower." 

So, the most powerful woman in the 
land has taken the plunge. What dcxrs 
it say about our maggot-ridden, 
corrupt, carnon-infesteil political 
system that such a frightful thing can 
happen’ Tlie time has come to tell the 
Chandra Swamis, the] B Patnaiks, 
and the Samir Jains, that there are men 
of integrity, who will stand up for the 
hungry’, down-trodden, lice-infested 
poor man m the stnvts, in the fields. 
The hungry man. 

Sonia Gandhi thinks that she can 
take the people of India for granted 
be«.tiuse we are poor. But she does not 
know that there is one class of people 
who will always fight her. 

Animal lovers. 

Yesterday, when the shiH'king news 
came through on the Internet, my soul 
shot through the roof. Shocking!" 
Immediately, 1 thought of Neruda, of 
Lorca, of Dylan and of my other 
contemporaries. As 1 said, in those 


Sonia Gandhi 







Prittsh Nandy 


Naxallte days, 'The answer, my ^ 
friend, is blowingin the wind." I 
wrote a poem abi'ut it. ra.ssionately! 

Here for the benefit of readers is the 
entire poem: 

Her face 
In the wwdau’ 

Raindrops keep falling 
Disgust! 

Khushwant Singh 

A njali Kumar is a buxom, 

45-year-old lass trom Kanpur 
with a ch»*erful smile and a 
well-rounded bottom. Some mutual 
friends had given her my address, and 
she dropped in yesterday for some 
tea, carrying a hook ot her poetry. 

"You have forgotten me," she said. I 
had to confess that this was true, but 
she did not mind. "We met 15 years 
ago when you had come on that free 
trip to Luxemburg I worked for the 
Indian Embassy and 'vhen you rang 
and asked for two bottles ol whiskey, I 
was the girl the ambassador sent to 
deliver it" 

1 had to admit that she was right and 
to make up tor forgetting this 
round-bottomed wench, offered her 
some extra sugar in the tea. She asked 
me what I thought of Simia Gandhi's 
decision to join politics. Reader, K.S. 
Khurana of Jalandhar has also asked 
me this. I told the buxom Anjali that 
the Gandhis were small, mean, petty 
people who had never bought a man a 
drink in their lives. Indira Gandhi had 
12 



Khushwant Singh 

never i;ead a book Neither had Sanjay, 
but he was my triend As fur Sonia 
Gandhi, I have never met her But 1 
ha\’e some experience of Gandhi 
women. And that will bt> reserved for 
the next volume of my memoirs 
Meanw'hile, reader j.S. Juneja from 
Bhatinda has se"t me this joke about 
Banta and Santii... 

India Today 

T he irony was inescapable. Last 
fortnight, Sonia C<andhi, 46, the 
sflri-clad. Italian-born widow of the 
former Prime Minister of India, 
announced that she was entering 


politics. 

T am entering politics," she told 
India Today in an exclusive press 
conference held at the Lutyens' 
designed house she occupies in the 
colonial city of New Delhi. 

Congress circles regard the Gandhi 
widow's announcement as the litmus 
test for Prime Minister Narasimha 
Rao,76. The elderly, dhoti-c\ad, 
balding Rao was, however, not 
willing to comment. "I am not willing 
to comment," said he. 

According to V. George, 42, private 
secretary to the new political entrant, 
security considerations could well be 
involved. "If you do not leave at 
once," he told India Today's senior 
assistant associate editor, "I will have 
security throw' you out." 

Kuldip Nayar 

he fat is truly in the fire The 
recent announcement of joining 
politics by Sonia Gandhi show's 
that she thinks that the whole country 
is her father's property. 



Kuldip Nayar 


When I wa.s press secretary to late 
Lai Baliadur Shastri, former I’M of this 
aiunlry, he told me that even during 
jawaharlal Nehru's time, there was a 
conspiracy by this family to turn the 
country into a lagir. Of course, unlike 
his grandson, late Rajiv Gandhi, 
Pandit;i was a mature person, so ho 
never shouh'd from rooftops but one 
could read between the lines. 

I was shocked to learn during my 
tenure in London as the high 
commissioner to the St James' Court, 
that even Queen Klixabeth, the 
esteemed Queen of England, whom I 
had the pleasure of meeting on many 





Swapan Oasgupta Dorn Moraes 


orcdsions, dws not think that she 
owns the whole counti'v 

Who the Nehnis think they are? 


Swapan Dasgupta 

E ach year, tho.se ot us who lonp for 
an England where men wore 
twet*i1 jackets and women wore 
sensible shoes, are disgusted by the 
sight ot the noiii’rutt nclic Indians who 
descend on London each summer. 

They tkx'k to New Zealand Houst', 
eat \'egetarian food with the high 
commissioner, and spend their time 
shopping. This breed ignores the 
British brand names that those of us 
fortunate enough to have been 
brought up in Calcutta, have learnt to 
respect St Michael, Littlewixids and 
British Home Stores Instead, they 
recite a litany of designer names: 
Gucci, Pucci, Armani, Versace and 
Missoni To that list, add another 
name: Maimi. 

I must confess that even though I 
am a neighbour of Ramola Bachchan's 
in a m«ist agreeable part of 
Hampstead, 1 have never lu'tually run 
into the former Miss Matno, or Mrs 
Gandhi as she now styles herself m a 
rather blatant attempt to apprtipnate 
the Hindu tradition. 

It is entirely possible, judging by her 
Italian origins, that she lives in 
Peckham when she is in I ondon. 
Perhaps 1 shall ask my friend Ramola 
what the truth is. 


Dom Moraes 

T he news that Sonia Gandhi is to 
join politics puts me in mind of the 
only tHTcasion on which I ever met her 
grandfather, Jawaharlal .Nehru (Dear 
sub' I'm not sure this is right Could 
you possibly check' Regards, Dorr .11 
was with my father and he said to me, 
"Look who it is, you silly old focil " 

Of course, in this day and age, sill)- 
old fool might w'ell be taken as an 
insult, but that was how my father and 
1 habitually addres.sed each other. In 
tact, I fear that fathers ancl sons have 
rather lost the closeness that Frank 
and 1 used to have m those days. 
Anyhow, as 1 was saying, 1 had no 


Anees Jung 



recollection of ever having met Nehru 
till many years later when I was 
havitig a drink at the French pub in 
Soho and 1 got a tap on my shoulder. 

"Look who's here!" said a voice that 
I would recognise anywhere. It was, of 
course, W.H Auden, who had 
dropped in with Stephen Spender 
before going off to meet another friend 
of our's, called Christopher 
Isherwcxid 

1 don't know why, but it struck me 
as an appropriate time to ask Stephen, 
"Have you ever met Nehru?" "No," 
said Stephen. And so w'e went off to 
Isherwood's. Looking back, I doubt if 
Auden and Spender had met Sonia 
Gandhi either. 

Anees Jung 

am walking through a deserted 
street in Morocco. The wind bkm s 
sand in my face as I stumble througii 
the hot sunlight trying to find the UN 
office to collect my per diciii. 1 see a 
woman, proud and ercit with the 
dignity of her as she holds a child 
bv the hand and u alks towards me 

1 want to gti up to her and embrace 
her! I want to tell her how proud she 
makes me to bo a woman 1 kni»w now 
that Monx'can women are no different 
from us. 

Before I can catch her e\'e, she 
speaks. Her name is Mrs 
Ramchandani. She is not a Moroccan 
at all. Ah. the unitv that oiii sex has 
that cuts across all natuMis' She works 

!3 







Voui f’ersonal Si<(naturc 


Mani Shankar Aiyar 

tor tho t’mb.issv and givo.s me the 
news lliaf Sonia Candhi is joining 
politics 

I am reminded of another royal 
tamily. C)t the palaces and the gentler 
era that once held sway m the 
Hyderabad of my forefathers. Now, 
alas, that era has passed. The palaces 
are deserted. ITie rooms are empty 
And the craws are disconsohue 

Mani Shankar Aiyar 

T he Single-most important 

announcement ot the Ninetit“S has 
been greeted hv the Indian media w'ith 
the kind of.cretinoiis braying that yt>u 
would expect li\.m tel'ows who 
couldn't pass the 1 exam and had 
no alternative but to try and seek a few 
crumbs from the Marwari press 
barons who play the tune to which our 
so-called txiitors so willingly dance 
(note to Prabhu: yes, you loo, .so gel 
somebody to translate this column for 


you at the next aluikha) while posing all 
the time as the guardians of a free 
press and pouring abuse on people 
like Rajiv Clandhi w’ho at least had the 
sense to try and intrixlucc Panchayati 
Kaj so that the pix^ple of India had a 
say in governance and Ayotallah 
Shoune's hysterical rantings wore 
rt'stneted tc> the pages ot Sundaif 
where 1 gather assorted hysterical 
I olumnists are afforded a measure ot 
shelter (but then, what do you expect 
ol Mayo boys’ 1 mean, just take a look 
at laswart Singh) but where, I am glad 
to note, that Sonia/i's announcement 
that she would join politics to liberate 
us from the rule of .septuagenarian 
pornographers who can't tell a 
backbencher from a minister, has at 
least got the cover page mention that 
an epoch-making event of this nature 
truly deserves even it the hyenas of the 
liiiliau Exprcsit are tOii busy learning 
Ilnglish to notice. 























Arun Shourie 


Nisha da Cunha 

A nd it w<is aUtT tlu' funi’ral that she 
Wiiovv that he had notuvd her It 
was ni>l somothinn that he said, just 
the way that he looked And ns the 
priest went ahead with the 
ceremimies, a voicv inside of her said, 
'This is what v'ou have always 
wanted. Don't make any mistakes 
now." 

And so, even though her hands 
shtHik, and she felt a deep sadness 
within her be<.anse she knev\ that 
however much she loved him, he 
would never be truly her s, she iiuik a 
tentative step forward. 

And now she could fwl him getting 
ready to speak. What ivas it that he 
would say? How would he phrase it? 

I lad he sensed that she had always 
been in love with him from that first 
day w'hen he had gate-crashed their 
aillege picnic and insisted on sharing 
their jam sandwiches? 


He cleared his throat and she knew 
that life would never be the same 
again. "Have you .seen the pafx-'rs?" 
he called out "Soma Ciandln's joining 
politics." 

And it was then that she knew why 
she had felt so sad all dav. Because he 
had never noticixl her rcallv He had 
only been obsessed with this Svinia 
person. 

Times of India editorial 

I n so far as Mrs Gandhi','. 

annc'uiicement that she is 
considering a political career may be 
regarded as an accurate statement ot 
her intentions, it is entirely consistent 
with the behaviour patterns that she 
has displayed smee the tragic 
assassination of her late husband. 

Moreover, that Mrs Gandhi should 
have chosen to make this 
announcement .it a pres.s cimference 
leads one to believe that it was her 
intention that this new^s should appear 


in the newspapers the following day. 

However, her unwillingness to 
state that she wishes to have Prime 
Minister Narasimha Rao thrown into 
the Yamuna demonstrates 
hcrpolitical maturity for which she 
deserves the congra tulations of the 
entire nation. 

As far as the Indian state is 
concerned, the entry of fresh faces into 
politics IS an entirely welcome 
development that few can complain 
about. Mrs Gandhi will be one such 
fresh face. 

Nevertheless, it is too early to come 
to any conclusions about the impact 
her announcement will have on the 
future shape of the Indian polity. Only 
time will tell. 

Arun Shourie 

t was Candhiji who told us that we 
must have sympathy for those who 
are less fortunate than us. It was a 
message thatSwami Vivekanand 
repeated time and again (paragraph 
four, page 533, Vw^mand 
Re-mterpreled by Govind Acharya, All 
Hindu Publishers, Nagpur) when he 
WTOte in those inspiring words: "Rise! 
Yc silent Hindu! Know that ye shall 
reject the ItalLin ptenl " 

So, lest critics accuse me without 
understanding the context and logic 
of my argument, ot harbouring a 
pro-RSS bent of mind let me quote one 
of the patron saints of the British Raj, 
Rudyard Kipling: "East is East and 
West is West, and the two shall never 
tw’ain." 

That Sonia Gandhi should choose to 
enter politics is not a matter for anger 
or for abuse. It is a matter for profound 
sorrow. After all this time, the 
puffed-up bullies and puny Hitlers of 
the Gandhi dynasty still believe that 
they can play haviK with the future of 
this country. Sonia Gandhi is not even 
an Indian. Her record is extremely 
dubious 

In 199U, the janata Dal government 
had said that in three weeks' time, my 
friend, Bhurt* Lai, wt»uld return from 
Switzerland bearing a slip ot paper 
tnat was a receipt for Rs 64 crorc from 
the Bofors company that had been 
signed by either Soma or members of 
her family. Congressmen love to sneer 
and laugh. What happened to your 
names, they say? Do they niit know 
that live years is not a long time in the 
context of the Hindu tradition? Does it 
not say in the Ri^ \‘eda. Om, om shiiuti, 
filiiinti, Time is endlt'ss .ind the end is 
timeless " 

Perhaps it does not. ■ 
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'ILLIAN WRIGHT'S COLUMN 

The Fatal Journey 


The 
French 
revolu¬ 
tion 
taught 
some 
unexpect¬ 
ed 

lessons. A nobleman hid¬ 
ing from the mob in his 
chateau in Lorraine 
passed his time by putting 
copper rings around the 
legs of nesting swallows. 
He discovered that the 
same birds returned to the 
same nesting sites three 
years running and proved 
that birds navigate. 
Polynesian islanders had 
for centuries already been 
training frigate birds to 
carry messages from 
island to island. Ancient 
Romans had used swal - 
lows to carry home the 
colours of victorious char¬ 
iot teams. And the hom¬ 
ing sense of pigeons is 
proverb’al. 

Ablaut this time of 
year, millions of birds 
prove their navigational 
skills afresh by fWinir, 
across the globe from 
summer breeding sites to 
wintering grounds. The 
apparently framle Arctic 
tem is one of the champi¬ 
on migrants, covering 
10,000 kilometres from the 
Arctic to the Antarctic. 
Hudsonian goodwits, 
waders with long, probing 
bills, travel non-stop from 
Canada to South America 

a 4,500 kilometres in 
ree days. Other 
birds cross continents in 
stages, many travelling 
East-West from Siberia to 
Western Eurc^ or 
Northeast to f^uthwest 
from Siberia to South 
Africa, or south over 
India. 

As Hugh Whistler, 


author of a handbcKik less 
famous than Salim Ali's 

f mt It. "The avifauna of 
ndia or of any square 
mile of it is never station¬ 
ary. but changes season by 
season in n'sponse to the 
great tide of birdlife 
which sweeps across it.. 
The movement starts in 
Inly and reaches its height 
in September; it cro.’.ses 
the Himalayas from both 
ends and gradually con¬ 
verges down the two 
.sides of he Peninsula, 
spending its strength until 
it ends tinally in Ceylon." 

Migr.itioh is suen a 
risky business that some 
times you wonder w’hy 
the bird.s don't just stay 


put. They don’t because of 
changing ftxid supplies 
and extreme cold, in 
places as far north as 
Alaska, practically all 
species find it necessary to 
move out in v/inter. 

The few birds which 
can survive the sub-7ero 
conditions, with a couple 
of hours daylight, and 
very limited fo. ■d are 
hardy creatures with 
splendid names like bore¬ 
al chickadees and hoary 
redpolls. The theory is 
that thousands of years 
ago other species stayed 
to keep the chickadees 
company, but that climate | 


changes like the Ice Age, 
forced them to migrate or 
pensh. 

Equally, species might 
not just have migrated to 
et away from the cold, 
lit also advanced into 
new territories when 
things warmed up. 

Ironically, migration 
for surv'ival has now 
turned into migration for 
destruction. To have the 
strength :o migrate, birds 
have to store energy as 
fat, sometimes adding half 
their body weight again. 
When they store fat, they 
also store the posticidf‘.s 
which coat their tood. 
IXiring migration, the 
chemicals are released en 


I masse into the bird's body 
I and can kill it. 
j There are other haz- 
, ards caused by technology 
I too. The Western race of 
■ the Siberian crane, the 
I most beautiful of India's 
wintering birds with its 
radiant, soft, white 
plumage, jet-black wing 
tips and scarlet head, is 
extinct in the wild. It has 
been lured to the ground 
with decoys, and crippled 
by rope and stone con¬ 
traptions thrown round its 
neck, it has been shot and 
trapped and eaten until it 
is no more. 

Water and wetland 


birds like cranes, ducks, 
geese and waders are the 
most conspicuous winter 
visitors. Those which sur- 
v'lve the journey now find 
India less attractive than it 
once was despite the 
Wildlife Protection Act 
which prohibits the killing 
of dll wild birds except 
vermin. Wvers and lakes 
have shrunk with more 
efficient agriculture. 
Pollution IS greater than 
ever before 

Then hunting is still a 
problem, although 
ornithologists like Rajal 
bhargav from Aligarh 
Muslim L'nii ersilv say 
fhal the Wildlife Act has 
drastically reduced the 
numbers ol birds killed. 
But not all hunters have 
stoppeil poaching and 
there is practically no 
published research on the 
effeci of the Act on tribes 
and tommunilics like 
chirimars, baheliyas and 
mir shikaris who' for cen¬ 
turies have n^ied on 
migrant waterfowl for 
f(»od and income. 

The.se communities 
know more about birds 
than most ornithologists, 
and their talents could 
well be used for conieva- 
tion on the old'poacher- 
turned gamekeejier' prin¬ 
ciple. The government 
has, after iul, in lher>ry 
nobbl’d them of their tra¬ 
ditional livelihood and so 
it’s natural for them to 
turn to the government 
for an alternative. 

As long as there is 
none, it's only likely that 
many birds who heroical¬ 
ly survive the journey to 
India, bringing with them 
so much colour and beau¬ 
ty, will not be making the 
return journey in spnng. 
(Sancluaiy Features) 



The avifauna of India or of any 
square mile of it is never stationary, 
but changes season by season in 
response to the great tide of birdlife 
which sweeps across it* 
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NNEREYE 


Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

■ From remote 
controlled 
acromodels to 
massive organising 
to flights of fancy is the range 
Aliens will cover, as the full 
moon helps them to pack a 
punch and ram it home 
Matters of the heart also find a 
sweet echo this fortnight as 
well as the next. So, there's 
hope for lovers and poets. 

Taurus 

April 21 — May 20 

■ 1 Mercury-Taurus 
union means a 
loumey, ceremony 
J and publicity The 
legacies of the last fortnight, 
are with you now Also, tionic, 
pnrperty and decoration, will 
not W denied Your ttforts 
will certainly bear fruit Make 
the most of it. This is the time 
to make changes and socialise 
on a massive scale. 

I Gemini 

I May 21 — June 20 

You will do 
exceedingly well in 
the workfront as the 
moon sextiles and 
I trines your ruling planet, 

I Mercury. Journeys and 
‘ collaborations are filled 
j Matters related to gifts, taxes, 
i legacies, endowments, joint- 
I finances make you happy. 

I Expect money and honey 
' Accept a proposal. 


Cancer 

June 21 — .Ally 20 

S " All Cancerian 

women come into 
their own. After 

_ that, there is no 

stopping them from lighting 
the world. The key is in the 
group activity, the 
camaraderie, the socialising, 
the ability to get along and be 
a team person Deals, 
transactions, negotiations and 
publicity are toietold. 

Leo 

July 21 — August 21 

B 1 This IS the right time 
I to work extra hard 
at what you want 
Work pressun*s will 
be tremendous. The lure ot 
distant places w'ill paradoxi 
cally exist with 
renovation/deroration/ 
buyiiig/si’lling and the cosy 
comforts ot the home In otner 
words, a tug-nl -war in your 
hcMris 

Vir;eo 

AuguS22 — September 22 

K j Virgoans w-iU i rush 
! their opponents and 
i have a cnish, toc> 

.1 I .ove, laughter, 
expensi's, deals, 
collahorations, meets, 
interviews, outings and meets 
await you A journey may do 
you a lo' ol good It may alsc< 
be necessar)- The spoken and 
tilt written wind w'lll have an 
additional impact 


Libra 

September 23 — October 22 

■232*1 mired m dark 
turmoil but rather 
well-adjusted an‘ 
lA ’ 1 today’s teenagers, 
and Librans, too seem to be 
just that They will find zest 
and plirpo.se in life Exjiect the 
heart to quiver, the mind to 
bend, the imagination to hit 
the sky In short, expect 
alchemy and magic to enrich 
your life. 


BEJAN DARUWALLA 


Capricorn 

December 21 — January 19 
Research, tinances, 

I m W- teaching and 
‘ KlV untying the Gordian 


October 23 — November 22 
delight will be 
i aWMi l in sports, 
l/'WC j sweethearts, gciixi 
! _CkJ money, happy 
fraternising, luck of the draw, 
and a promotion which is 
svinging its way towards you 
Power and responsibility ’will 
he thrust upon you So be 
ready to take it A joumev at 
short notiiv is also stated for 
Scorpions. 

Sagittarius 

November 23 — December 20 

a Mope, bustle and 
religion will be the 
trio in yinir life as 
the sun changes 
signs A tast-forward in 
business, trips, art, learning, 
leaching, religious rites, 
trading, courtship are the 
pointers Expect a promotion 
if in sendee, a loan it in 
bu.siness, or a new office if in a 
profession. 






itSHfci knot, these are the 
salient features (or 
Capricomians Journeys, too, 
are a marked feature of the 
fortnight for you. Time's 
winged chariot has your 
sweetheart broi^ht right up to 
your doorstep. Tnerc will also 
be hectic activity soon, 

Aquarius 

January 20 — February 18 

Vou will ensure mar- 
iiage, an engage- 
I' lUm I merit, a collaboration 
L.jBi J or a job-swilch. Pets 
should make you happy. 

Many Aquarians will fee 
hiring/ firing employees if 
they are the ooss, or an execu¬ 
tive Legal issues and posers 
an? probable, but given under- 
I standing and reasoning these 
! could definitely be sorted out 

i Pisces 

I February 19 — March 20 

H Expect a mix high in 

tremendous joy 
thniugh children and 
creative pursuits Hobbies w'lll 
have an extra dimension, say 
music, writing, leaching and 
acting. For Pisceans interested 
in romance and numage, a 
fine cliance to make it You will 
be working on various levels 
simult-ineixusly. 

V , 
















Sketches 

POTTED HISTORY 

A guide to what the chattering classes are talking about 

This week: DD3 


5 egan life as: An 
idea in 

information and 
broadcasting 
y Dhaskar Ghose's 
head. He was 
director-general ot 
Doordarshan for part of the 
Rajiv Gandhi era and 
wanted to leave his mark 
on the network before he 
retired in early 19*^6. 

The early days: Ghosc 
talked a lot about it; 
promised people that this 
will be the channel for 
everybody who never 
wanted to watch TV. It 
would be intellectual; it 
would be newsy; it would 
be daring; it would be 
compulsive. 

So, what happened?: 
Nothing. 

And why is that^: Mainly 
because people vs 'lo don' 
want to watch television 
still don't want to watch it 
Besides, Ghose's 
conception of up-market 
may not have been 
everybody else's. 

Moreover, Dileep 
I’adgaonkar endangered 
the whole project. 

Did this have to do with 
Samir Jain?; No, no, this 
was the post-Tiffres of Intlm 
Padgaonkar. He was to 
host a live breakfast show 
every weekday, and 
invitetl many journalists 
close to the PMO for the 
dummy runs. They 
were appalled that 

DiKirdarshan 


was giving people money 
to critiase the Prime 
Minister and complained 
to Narasimha Rao. 

And Rao said, so what?: 
No, he didn't. He closed 
the damn thing down one 
day before it was due to go 
on the air. 

Oh dear!: You bet Red 
faces all around at Mandi 
House; Ghosc in fit of 
depression; Padgaonkar's 
career progression in ruins, 
etc. And that was the last 
that anybody heard ot DD3 
for a full year 
Who revived it?: Bhaskar 
Ghose, who else’ He 
persuaded his minister lo 
take it to Cabinet and Rao 
agreed on the condition 
that there was no liyp 


programming and no 
controversy. 

This suited Ghose, who 
had decided that the real 
place for theatre was not 
the stage but the television 
screen. So, DDT was recast 
as an intellectual rather 
than up-market channel. 
And no, Dileep 
Padgaonkar did not gel his 
show back. 

Is it on the air now?: I he 
channei, you mean? Well 
yes, it IS our duty to inform 
you that it is telecast every 
day even though you've 
probably never heard ot it 
and certainly never 
watched It. 

Why is that?: Its big 
advantage was going to be 
that it was terrestnallv 



telecast. But, thanks to the 
delay, it only went on the 
air after the cable 
revolution. So now it 
doesn't matter whether it's 
terrestrial or satellite. All 
that matters is whether the 
cable operator supplies it. 
And most don't 
Can't you ask for it?; You 
probably can, but few 
people bother. 

Oh really!: Afraid so The 
unanimous view of all I'V 
critics IS that it consists of 
unwall liable amateurish 
programming thal isn t 
worth the bother 
That doesn't sound like 
Ghosc; No, it doesn't But 
then, heian'ldo 
everything 1 le has to 
depend on I'thei people to 
handle the j'rograinming 


What will happen now?: 
Ghosi-will retire Then 


will be a new IXI [here is 


new mmistet An ehvtuin 
IS coming up Doiirdarshan 
will h.ive no room t(<r 


aiivthmg other than 


I’ropaganda isonlv leiriblej 
if you have lo vs alch it. AmJ 
nc^odv wafehes DDT ■ 
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SCHOOL DAZEl Mrs Octopus thinks she has as many as 21 lish In 
her dass, but Isn't sura. How many do you say? 


PAtR GAMEl Abseniminded Unde Al has one pair ot glasses 
for outdoors, one pair for nvloors. end orre pair for doing what? 
Answer quickly. If you can. 

OM| MI4K> W|l fiu|pui| JO j 


WORDTRACIsR DIAGRAM 

BFGINNING with any essential 
letter, see if you can connect letters 
along lines in the diagram above tn 
form random words 

Deflnilions, 

1. One example. 

2. In such a way. 

3. Period of lime. 

1. Garden flower. 

5. Big fibbers. 

6. Popcye's occupation. 

Then try to find al least 10 more 
five4ctter words, eimllarly. 

*|)|1 HiflVI 

'UU.'Pk VIVI'*I JiSerl 'eWJII 

■gSdalf aSlUV VJjri ‘jlkRiC, bpJtlA\ Jt*l 

lit*- •» bWlI —i L ? *• —1 


19 ROUNDUPI Object of this 
exercise is to place the num¬ 
bers 1-9 in blank circles of the 
diagram below so that each 
row of three numbers in a 
straight line through centre 
will total 15 

Three numbers — 1,4 and S 
—are already in place 
here arc some starter hints 
Hint 1 • Number at centre can¬ 
not be too high or too low 
Hint 2 : Outer circle numbers 
appear in a rather orderly suc¬ 
cession take It from there 

tic'll lUiU* uM|) 'lUiuai IV ^ 


FUNSPOT 




HANG ONI It'a fun on the run tor these toboggan aledders. Add 
eolora by number; 1—Red. 2—Lt. blue. 3—Yellow. 4—LI. brown. 5— 
Fteeh tones. 6—Lt. green. 7—Ok. brown. B—Purple. 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? There are al isasi six dlfler- 
anoes in drawing dalails baiwaan top and bottom panels How 
quickly can you find them? Check answers with inoae below 

Buitsiui t| legno '9 fliHttiui t) xaqnepi g 'wajagip st UNS 
> -lusjsjKP t| smiaM c isuoms t| aipusH Z peMMU si uuy i :sa3N3U3ddia 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE to points for using ell the 
letters in the word below to term 
two complete words 

HESITANT 

THEN score > points each for all 
words of lour loHtrs or more 
found among the lettors 

Try to SCOT# at laast W paints, 
'less ‘usu 'BtuosoMi wqissoj 































































































































































ROMANCING THE STONE 

Delhi’s ladi^ can now tvear diamonds in their hair and crystals on 
their nails, says SamUa BhaHa 

Photographs by R«)Mh Kumar 


E as retro ^mour—the kind 
tomised W such Hollywood 
IS u Marilyn Monroe and 
tiem CHi^ch—has made a 
meback in the West, our ladies 
are also succumbing to the 
hire of diamonds, crystals and the 
ever-popular rhinestones. 

WM one important difference. 

They are not looking to wear them on 
eittiCT their fingers or choti blouses. 
Instead, they i^lbespoitingthesesto- 
nes on their hair and nails, with some 
help from such beauticians as Blossom 
Kocharand that high priestess of high- 
maintainance beauty, Shahnaz 
Hussain. 

Yes, the nail decorations and hair 
extensicHis that the West went so wild 
about a decade or so ago, are now mak¬ 
ing inroads into the Ii^tan beauty 
scene. And Shaimaz Hussain, now 
celebrating the 25th anniversary of her 
cmnpany, is launching them in a big 
way in India. 

Here to help Hussain popularise 
these items was Murray M^Id. a lead¬ 
ing hair stylist from Hong Kong, 
who—among crther thii^—is adept 
at punching diamonds and ruby-red 
crystals on to tlie hair of a favoured 
client 

If diamonds and pearls in your hair 
do not hold much appeal, thm you 
can always go in for the less garish 
options. How about some non¬ 
chemical hair streaking, for instance, 
which would give you an entirely dif¬ 
ferent look? 

If you have short hair and don't par¬ 
ticularly want to wait for months—or 
even forever—for it to grow to a res¬ 
pectable length, then all you have to 
do is bixik into Hussain's salon. There 
a hair styli.st will solder (yes, solder!) 
hair strands to your own, and three 
hours later, your six centimeters will 
have increa^ to aroimd 26 centimete- 
res—or more. 

If we're talking about hair, then 
nails can't be very far behind. And 
sure enough, you can get sparklingrhi- 
nestones at your fing^ps: but for a 
26 


minor fortune, of course. Artiftcial 
rails (which you may require if your 
own are bitten to the qui») come for 
Rs 200 each, while the onbdlishments 
themselves will cost you Rs 250 per 
nail. 

The total cost of this exercise could 
be as high as Rs 4,500. And then, you 
will be told that you have to remove 
this star-spangl^ rail varnish after a 
fortnight if you want to ensure the 
health of your nails. 

Other hair treatments indude strea¬ 
king and h^hUghtmgand these are 
eqiully expensive. As far as hair exten¬ 
sions are concerned, each strand that 
adds to your hair length in brown and 
blade comes for Rs 250. The burgundy 
and bitmde strands, however, go for a 
premium, bong priced at Rs 450each. 

WhUe four or five strands are often 
enough to give the right 'effect', Hus¬ 
sain r^ses to reconunend the opti¬ 
mum number. According to her, that 
depends entirely on the client in 
question. 

Says Nilofar Currimbhoy, Hussain's 
daughter and the newly-appointed 
president of the Shahnaz Herbal 


Group of Comf>anies, "Hair exten¬ 
sions are also useful for cancer pati¬ 
ents who have lost hair after undergo¬ 
ing chemotherapy. Since their hair 
seems to grow t»ck very slowly, this 
hdps them tide over a aifficult 
period." 

What can be a real kiUer though is 
lengthening an entire head of hair. 
D^wnding on the thickness of a 
diet's hair, the number of strands 
required can range anywhere from 25 
to 50. So, you could well end uppay- 
ing anywhere from Rs 6,250 to Rs 
12,500 for a new set of hair. 

Not that these prices are deterring 
any of Delhi's sodety ladies. Designer 
BiraRamani, for instance, was in atten¬ 
dance at Hussain's salon, as was the 
former model/actress Nafisa Ali, who 
was having her nails 'done'. "It looks 
terrifying," she admitted, after the 
ev«it, "but I think thechildren will 
love it." 

Some ambassadors'wives have 
also, apparently, succumbed to the 
lure of the magic aids in Shahnaz's 
salon, and had their nails and hair 
decorated. No doubt, that kx>k goes 






down exquisitdy m the diplomatic 
dituit! 

0ut natherShahnaz nor NUoiiaaris 
ready to »imit that this is essentially 
the stufif of high (or low, dependiiw on 
your jKiint of view) fasten. Says 
rimbhoy, "These are baskally geared 
for nail and hair care. Of course, the 
jewels, both for . hair and nails, are 
attractive so people simply love them. 
But that's not the main point." 

Other beauticians say that getting 
such nail embellishments done is the 
best way to get fungal infection on 
your nails. Not so, says Nilofar. 

'The tirst appUcation at our par¬ 
lours," she says, explaining the pro¬ 
cess, "is that of the noil hardener. The 
liquid used under the anbellishments 
tuo a powerful neem base along with 
nine other hardeners that actu^y 
he^ strengthen and build nails. This 
improves nail health, the neem base 
helps fight off nail fungus, and the nail 
grows healthier and faster. The embel¬ 
lishment also acts as a cover for brok¬ 
en or damaged nails till the new ones 
grow." 

Contrary to its claims, Shahnaz Her¬ 
bal cannot be credited with bringing 
embellishment techniques to this 
country. Blossom Kochai^s Rvot 
Point has been offering these services 
to its clients for the last four years. But, 
says Kochar, the concept never really 
caught on except with college kids and 
brides. 

Instead, she says, things worked the 
other way round, with the bindi — 
which she exported to the States— 
taking the Americans by storm. 

But crystals and rhinestones are not 



all that Pivcrt Point has to offer. "One 
popular method of loc^ng after nails 
among our clients," says Kochar, "is 
the Frendi manicure ^iuch leaves the 
nail covered vrith a colourless varnish 


and the tip an opaque white. It makes 
for an unobrstat^, elegant look with¬ 
out bang fussy." 

AnothCT method used is the silver 
foil technique which leaves a silver 

S rint on the nail. Nail jewels, however, 
ave not become very popular, 
though you can get stars, stones, 
pearls and other gems glued on to 
your nail hare. The latest addition to 
the gizmos at work in Pivot Point Ls 
the air brush: a gun that sprays air and 
paints of different colours on to the 
nail. 

Kochar makes a point of emphasis¬ 
ing that her services are not overpri¬ 
ced. "We have kept our prices reasona¬ 
ble," she says, "so that many more 
people can actually have access to 
these beaut)' aids. If they are loo steep¬ 
ly priced, then only a select few can 
avail of them." 

Hence, at Pivot Point, nail decora¬ 
tions can be acquired for around R.s 
150-500 and the latest method of hair 
lengthening— hair combs—costs 
around Rs 150-200 each. 

“This is the latest method doing the 
rounds in the US," explains Kochar, 
"and the obvious advantage of this 
method of hair lengthening is that the 
client does not need to keep this comb 
on toiever. It can be taken on and off as 
she likes." 

Kochar also has other methods of 
hair lengthening on offer: stitching, 
the glue gun technique and meshing. 
But the latter method has been known 
to damage hair as the^tensiun 
strands are actually soldered on to the 
person's existing hair. 

But while Kodiar's Pivot Point met 
with relatively little success in market¬ 
ing these innovative beauty aids, the 
entry of Shahnaz Hussain in this sec¬ 
tor may wdl change things complete¬ 
ly. For CHie thing, Hussain Ls the queen 
of hard sell, and manages to push her 
products in nearly every market. F*>r 
another, she is widely regarded as the 
last word in beauty care in India, and 
that may help popularise the aids that 
she is promoting. 

But Shahnaz Herbal is not relying 
on those products alone; the company 
also has another scheme in the works. 
Says Currimbhoy, "We have tied up 
with several travel agencies to get 
huge groups of Japanese and huro- 
pean touri.sts who come to India for 
the Kerala massage." 

This, according to Currimbhoy, is 
the latest craze in the West, and Shah¬ 
naz Herbal's foreign franchi-stvs are 
keen to open branches offering thw ser 
vice to its clients. 

But that, as they say, is another slorv ■ 
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IriMELIGHT 

HIS RIGHT HAND 

Pankaj Kharhanda is not your tyfncal star secretary, and you could have 
SunjayDutt ’5 uordfor it. ShameemAkihar profiles the great backroom boy 


F lashbulbs streaked 
like sV|>be lights <»n 
Suniay Dutt's face 
as he made his first 
public appearance alter lus 
release from pil. And there 
was one person beside the 
star who ducked the blind¬ 
ing cameras. Pankaj Kltar- 
banda is used to dodging 


media attention. 

He is surprised when ask¬ 
ed for an interview. "Why 
me? Everj^xiy wants Sun- 
jay." Exc^ stars, who 
have wanted to hire Khar- 
banda as their agent so he 
auiid package those magic 
deals that ermbnue to make 
Sunjay Dutt om» of tht* hott¬ 
est propositions. 

Dutt funior's Man Fri¬ 
day, who has been working 
with him since l‘t88, has 
stuck by him during the 
harsh days of the star's 
mcarccTation. 

This has won him the 
admiration of an industry 
more u.sed to charactere 
that resemble the proverbi¬ 
al rats that |ump off a sink¬ 
ing ship. For Kharbhanda, 
who tries to play things 
down, the quesiirm goes 
beyond loyalty. For him, it 
is a question of professio¬ 
nal ethics. 

It is also a question of 
trkmdship. A seven-year 
friendship that has seen 
ups and downs professKi- 
nally and personally. 

"In Bornbay, pieople who 
do my type of work are call¬ 
ed secretaries. But we are 
more than that We area 
star's agent, his advisor, his 
confidante. We know their 
personal lives intimately. 
The two of us cannot get 
along professionally if 
there is no personal 


rapport." 

The latest craze in Blm- 
dom, Urmila Matondkar, is 


among the stars who have 
been i^perately trying to 
rope in Kharbai^a. Handl- 


I ing two stars, one who has 
bom a superstar and ano¬ 
ther zooming towards 


Pankaj lOiarfaanda: Sunjay Outt’s Man Friday 





gupt^rstardcnn, would be 
lilw tadding two wives, 
smiles Khaibhanda. But he 
has been dealing with 
Matondkar's film offen — 
only asa friend wifiiout 
monetary consideration — 
and everybody knows 
where the supeihit 
Rangeeh has t^cen her. 

E thics is a fiivourite 
word in IGiarbanda's 
vocabulary. So are words 
like frienckhip, loyalty. 

This dreamy-eyed 
S^-year-old man, who 
strayed from a journalistic 
career into the big, bad 
world of films, had stayed 
on only because of his rap¬ 
port with the star who was 
moving into big league 
before fate and foolhardi¬ 
ness pushed him into a 
legal cesspool. 

Kharbanda started as an 
agent with star Anupam 
I^er and left when he fell 
he was not wanted, Even 
that break-up was linked 
with his friendship with 
Sun jay. 

He recalls, "It all started 
with Sunjay asking me to 
become his agent. 1 le asked 
me one day, ‘Yaar, why are 
you not workiiw with me?’ 
And I replied, ‘RK.'ause you 
are not asking me to.' lie 
said, 'So 1 am asking you 
now.' And my answer was. 
Then 1 am working for 
you.' 

''It was as simple as that. 

1 was also working simulta¬ 
neously for Anupam and I 
realised that Anupam did 
not relish the thought of 
sharing an agent. I saw his 
point of view. Like I said, 
being an agent for two stars 
is like having two wives. I 
could not handle it. Anu¬ 
pam was making it clear 
that he did not like it cither. 
So 1 just wrote a letter to 
Anupam one day, explain¬ 
ing that 1 no longer wanted 
to work with him." 

Industry Cassandra.s 
would have predicted a car¬ 
eer slump for Kharbhanda. 
For, at that point Sunjay 
was just a fledgling star 
and could not ^ford to pay 
him what Anupam could. 



Kharbanda grins, *We were lucky 
that there were so many women 
journalists covering his trial. I think 
Suiy u inspires the mother in all of 
them with that vulnerable 
expression. Except for a few negative 
reports most were supportive. That 
kept his morale up’ 




But fate has proved the Cas- 
sa lidras wrong If 
anything, imprisonment 
seems to have added to the 
Dutt Jr'sapiical. His expres¬ 
sion of wounded vulnerabi¬ 
lity, that has fans drooling 
for mure, is enhanced and 
the public hysteria evoked 
by his release continues to 
moke him a much-wanted 
name in a film's title credits. 

And he would be the first 
to credit Kharbanda for 
having the foresight fur 
striking lucrative deals. For 
Ram Gopal Vamia's Nayak 
(opposite Urmila Matoiid- 
kar) Kharbanda had decid¬ 
ed that the star’s salary 
would be the territory sales 
of Bombay. He equates this 
to walking a financial tight¬ 
rope. "Three years ago, 
when Sunjay signed the 
film, Bombay waii not the 
hottest tenitory. In fact, no 
territory was hot. Today, 


Bombay is the safest bet for 
any distributor. A film 
which is a hit here can earn 
Rs 2 crore in just four 
weeks," explains Kharban¬ 
da smugly. 

He is equally smug 
about Sunjay's deal on jyo- 
tin Goel's film. Safari. For 
that, he had asked for a per¬ 
centage of the film’s sales 
as the star's payment. Even 
this is tricky, he explains. If 
the film catches audience 
fancy the star rakes in the 
lucre. He gets nothing if it 
bombs. 

he star sheen has not 
rubbed off on Kharban¬ 
da. Though unassuming 
himself, he is defensive 
about other tantrum- 
throwing secretaries in the 
trade. 'The tantrums, he rea¬ 
sons, are a secretary's way 
ot saying no on a sttr's 
behalf. He does not agree 
with the general complaint 


that a star's success goes to 
a secretary's head. In fact, it 
is the seoetary's task to 
deflect on himself the bad 
vibes that a star's tantrums 
would invite. 

The secretary also crea¬ 
tes the public face of the 
star. In Kharbanda's case it 
had meant reading the 
lOB-odd letters that Sunjay 
would receive when his 
film clicked at the box- 
office. Crank letters, 
emotion-drenched letters 
and sometimes touching 
letters like the one by a girl 
who lost a Sunju-lookalike 
boyfriend in a motor acci¬ 
dent or that little American 
girl who shyly wondered if 
he would be her date on her 
first porm dance. 

Then there are the critical 
letters and the supportive 
letters while in pnson that 
reminded the star that he 
had not faded out of public 
memory. 

To ensure this for the last 
15 months also meant that 
Kharbanda kept a press, 
that was greedy fur any 
news on Sunjay Dutt, 
satisfied 

He grins, "We were 
lucky that there were so 
many women purnahsts 
covering his trial. I think 
Sunju inspires the mother 
in all of them with that vul¬ 
nerable exprresion. Except 
for a few negative reports 
most were supportive 
That kept his morale up. 
We ensured that he kept 
abreast of everything that 
was happening in the outsi 
de world." 

During the last 15 
months l^arbanda has 
also had no paymaster. But 
that did not stop him from 
working overtime for Sun¬ 
jay, shunting between 
Delhi and Bombay. 

l,ater, when he has the 
time he might dust his 
dreams, now relegated to 
the backburner Maybe he 
will direct that film that he 
had always wantes.! to 
Maybe Sunjay will be its 
hero. Right now, he is not 
asking; heisengrossevi in 
ensunng that his boss' 
dreams art' realisixl ■ 
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Present I iicj A.ulan. An inlernational loll on 
willi two gentle worJs for mosquitoes. 



Autan is a non-greasy, non-sticky tbfSlIIllSipSlirSinLtt lotion with 
a pleasant Its ‘quick-dry’ action works like an 

invisible shield against mosquitoes for upto 8 hours. 

It’s gentle on your skin and washes off easily. Across the 
world, from Cologne to Calcutta, 

Autan is the most 
effective way to keep mosquitoes 
away. Oct Autan today. Try it 
tonight. And watch mosquitoes 
pack their bags and leave. 

I 

Bayer f|) 
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Vaiaya's Fall-Winter '95 creations 


Cold Comfort 

M Is the Magazine trying 
to promote itself asadeS 
version of the Vogue and 
Vanity Fair ('Fall Few This', 
December 3)? 

In India, how many 
people can afford to splur¬ 
ge Ks 3,(XX) on a.shirt or 
Rs 7,000 on a iacket? It is a 
pity that some people, in 
their bid to be ultra¬ 
fashionable, do not realise 
that thm are being takm 
for a ride Iw designers 
who may charge a stagger¬ 
ing Rs 56,(X)0 for a saree or 
an evening gown. 

With the liberalisation of 
the economy, two industr¬ 
ies which have received 
the maximum boost are 
fashion and beauty. A 
Western-looking India 
obviously feels, to be on 
the international beauty 
and fashion map they have 
to look and feel different 
and emulate Western 
values of aesthetics. 
Manoraujan Das, 

Jamshedpur 

iB The designer outfits 
look gorgeous on the 
models who have the 
requisite height, figure 
and grace to carry them 
off. I wonder how they 
will fare on an average 
Indian woman. 

Kiron Shankar Sengupta, 
Jamshedpur 


U With rising cirsts where 
the average middle class 
family has to really strive 
hard to make both ends 
meet what magic do the 
names of Ritu Ben or Ravi 
Baja) have? On a hungry 
stomach, they cannot 
dream of Armani and 
Versace. 

B.N. Bose, 

Calcutta 

0 High fashion is the preser¬ 
ve of the super rich. Why 
waste a cover story of this 
nature in the Magazine 
which, 1 am sure, is read 
more by middle^iass 
readers? 

Sanii Banerjee, 

^Icutla 

■ In India where 
hund reds of women and 
children go through the 
winter without a tluead to 


cover them, such opulent 
collections are a terrible 
joke. 

Prahlad Agarwal, 

Nadia (W.B.) 

• True, women have beco- 
me more conscious of fash- 

To Santa, 

With Love 

V Dear Santa, 

I would like to have a 
pair of navy Uue jeans 
and a shirt in rainbow 
colours (Rrst Person, 
December 24). I would 
also like a present for 
my brother. 

I am sorry you have 
to give me two gifts. 

But that's all 1 want and 
I love you Santa. 

MaMni Das, 

Calcutta 


ion and beauty now, but it 
does not mean that they 
can churn out Rs 20,000 at 
will for an exotic outfit. 
Debashis Sen, 

Calcutta 

■ If the patrons of fashfon 
were really to wear those 
wirtter creations, wouldn't 
they catch.pneumonia? 
Sourav Ghosh Chowdhuiy, 
Calcutta 

Without Malice 

M It» difficult to erase the 
animosity that exists bet¬ 
ween Pakistan and Indur 
('Sarson Da Saga', Novem¬ 
ber 26). Khushwant Singh, 
because of his stature as a 
journalist and writer, may 
get away with jokes like 
Pakistanis being 30 years 
behind us (India) in deve¬ 
lopment and so on. 

I wonder how many 
Pakistanis would take a sta¬ 
tement like that in gotnl 
humour from any otlwr 
Indian. 

Somnath Mukheriee, 

Calcutta 


M No one could be a better 
choke than Khushwant 
Singh for the post of the 
Indian High 

Commisaoner in Pakistan. 
Dipankar Kolay, 

Jhikn (Howrah) 
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People to leatch out for in the coming year; 
Seema G<MSwami takes a look 



A round theymr-end, the media 
is awash with lists: of those 
who made it in the year that 
was; those who didn 't; those 
xvho attained notoriety; those who 
achieved fume; those iwho hit the big time; 
those who lagged behind. But while 
looking back with nostalgia may have a lot 
to recommend it, it is far greater fun to look 
forward and predict how the coming year 
will pan out. Far more risky, too, if the 
number of astrologers with egg all aver 
their faces are anything to go by 

Nonetheless, The Telegraph decided 
to stick its neck out and list those — in 
such diverse fields as politics and movies 
— to uwfirh out for in 1996. They may 
succeed in what they set out to do, or they 
may fail But that isn't leally the point 
These are the people who will — one way 
or the other — make 1996 an interesting 
year to liiv through 


POLITICS 

Atal Behari Vajpayee 


There was a time whem most people 
regarded A B Vajpayee as a washed- 
up ptdihcian of the Janata government 
era, a toothless ’non who was condemn¬ 
ed to spend the rest of his life m a twi - 
light zone L.K Advani had taken 
over the reins of the Bharatiya janata 
I’arty (BJP) with the blessings of Nag¬ 
pur, and was espousing the causi> of 
Hindutva from his Tt>yota-ra//i, as he 
traipsed the length and breadth of the 
country le.iving communal riots and 
carnage in his wake. 

Murli Manohar Jiishi succeeded 
Advani as the BJP president, and went 
on his t)wn version of a rath yatra, 
though this time the catch-word was 
r.kta rather than Hindutva. 

All the while Vajpayee watched 
from the sidelines, bemused at the 
aggressive posturings of the Hindut¬ 
va brigade, and bewildered by their 
fulminabons against 'pseudo¬ 
secularism' But the discipline that 
had been instilled in him at the vari¬ 
ous shakhas that he has attended as a 
Kashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) 
cadet, ensured that Atal/i kept his 
reservations to himself In public, he 
was always the party man, standing 
by the angry statements of such hot¬ 
heads as Uma Bharti (though even he 
drew the line at the venomous Sadhvi 
Rithambara). 

But the days when Vajpayee was 
considered an irrelevant (if senior) 
figure in the BJP are long over. Now, 
as the parly gears up for the general 
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elwrHons this year, Atal Behari is being 
projected as the BJPs candidate for 
prime ministership. 

So, what brought about this 
change? Strangely enough, Vajpayee 
has Narasimha Rao to thank for this. 

In the Rajiv Gandhi era, the Con¬ 
gress had followed a policy of whati 
soon came to be called aggressive secu¬ 
larism, perhaps best symbolised by its 
treatment of the Shah Bano case. This 
'appeasement of the mimirities' result¬ 
ed in a Hindu backlash, which the BJP, 
under the stewardship of Ad vani, 
took full advantage of. 

But Narasimha Rao was different. 
Realising that the B|P was gaining- 
from the widespread feeling that Hin¬ 
dus were being discriminate against. 
Ran decided to change track. In the 
place of aggressive secularism he 
adopted the poli^ of benign neglect 
of aU communal issues. In its most 
extreme'form, it resulted in the 
destruction of the Babri Masjid. But he 
did succeed in reducing the BJPs 
appeal to the middle-of-the-road 
Hindu. 

Hence, the new-found importance 
of A.B. Vajpayee. He is the man 
entrusted with wooing the less- 
than-rabid Hindu back to the BJP fold. 



SOMAC.ANUH1 


The kind of person who is infuriated politics hoself, and let Rahul Gandhi 

by Muslims bursting crackers when (fresii from Harvard) contest frran 

Pakistan wins a cricket match, but was Amethi. Three; both she and Rahul 
ashamed and d isturbed when the can stay away from the hustings, wail- 

Babri Masjid came down is more like- ing for Priyanka to attain majewity so 
ly to incline towards the mild- that she can fight for the Amrthi seat a 

mannered Vajpayee than the wild- coupleof years from now in a 
eyed demage^uery of Advani. by-election. 

The BJP may or may not form the But once the date for the general elec- 

govenunent at the centre after tions is decided upcm, Sonia will have 

the 19% general elections. But that to come clean witn what she intends to 

isn't really the point. The fact that it do. If she does decide to fi^t frcKn 

will fight the polls under Vajpayee Amethi, it is extemely unlikely that 

rather than Advani is a far better indi- theBJPand rtherOppositkMn parties 
cation of the subtle ways in which Indi- will persist with the kid-glove treat- 
an peditks has changed since the last ment. AU those snide cracks about 

such election. Rome Raj and Italian loafers will be 

trotted out all over again, and Bofors 
Sonia Gandhi ""ay wll be unearthed to embarrass 

--- Semia. And more importantly, it is far 

^seculation about the Gandhi fnim clear that the issue of finding and 

widow's political plans—or lack of punishing Rajiv Gandhi's kiUers will 

them—has been raging ever since her strikeachord with the Amethi voters, 
husband's tragic assassination in May foui years after the assassination 
1991. But in 19%, things arc likely to If Rahul is the candidate from Arne 

come to a head. thi, and Sonia merely a shadowy pres- 

There aren't too many options left enoe behind him, thm stories about 

for Sonia. One: she can stand for elec- the revival trf the Gandhi dynasty will 

Hon ftom the late Rajiv's consHtuency, abound. EithOT way, Sonia will be Men 
Amethi, asking faithful family retai- as fair game, rather than the saertv 

nerCaptain SaHsh Sharma to step sanct figure that she has been until 

aside Two: she can steer clear of party now. 



it b actreinely unUisdy that cftl^ 
CongfcssorOieBIP will mafcehimjaty 
aiK^i offer, Seshan will proiNiUy have 
Id lert oonAatt with nKwaiti^g poUtioel 
crusades of ttie land 4wt he has ahowB 
such leUsh for ui the past. 

Mnlayam Sii^h Yadav 

Say thb for Mubyam Singh Yadav: 
you can never write him TUs for' 

mer wrestler has often been down, but 
he has never stayed down for the 
count. 

Last year, Mubyam had themoitifi- 
cation of seeing hb govenunent fail 
when Kanshi ^m's BSP ioined hands 
with the BJP. Political pundits who 
wrote him off miscalcubted. Mayawa* 
ti lasted only a few months before Kan- 
shi Ram grew disenchanted and the 
BJP withdrew support. 

But Mubyam nw used his time in 
theOpposition valuably. He is now at 
the hrad of a new model of the Nation¬ 


If the entire Gandhi family decides 
to stay away from the hustings, it 
won't help matters either. The p<iliti- 
cal pundits will merely say that Sonia 
b biding her time. That she doesn't 
want to risk having her children make 
their political debuts at a time when 
the Congress' prospt*cls are at an all-ti¬ 
me low. And that when R,in is a taint 
memory from the past, Sonia will ro- 
emt'Tge from the shadows, flanked by 
Rahul and Pnyanka, to reclaim lH>r 
position on the Indian ( 'tiitical sivne 

T.N. Seshan 

Seshan's fortunes appear to he at an 
all-time low right now, what with the 
Supreme Court upbraiding him for 
considering himself "the one and only 
man to uphold democracy", but know¬ 
ing Sesfbin it won't be long before he 
bounces back— right into the 
limelight. 

Certainly, as chief election commis¬ 
sioner, Seshan will come into his own 
in the year ot the general elections 
There will be the usual tirades about 
corrupt politicians, venal police forces 
and the pliable media Seshan will try 
and impose his 'ek'Ction guidelines' 
on political parties, television chan¬ 
nels and newspapers. 

And since this is the first general 
election in which his pet project — the 
voters' ID cards - - will be teslixl, 
Seshan will be even more iiggrt*ssive 
than usual. (Where this leaves those 
who have received cards with pho¬ 
tographs of .strangers affixed on them 
is not clear; but then, that is another 
6 



story) 

But what happens after the elec¬ 
tions? Having had his moment of 
glory as tb.' single-most important 
man in India, where will Seshan go 
from there? 

Some say that politics is the next logi¬ 
cal step And Seshan has gone on the 
record to say that if a political party 
gave him a position of responsibility 
i.e lYime Minister or President, then 
he would entertain the idea. But since 


al Front, a grouping that takes in Kar¬ 
nataka's H.D. Deve Gowda, Orissa's 
Biju Patnaik and has the tadt support 
of Sharad Yadav and Ram Vilas 
Paswan from the cow belt. Laloo 
Yadav will not link up with Mubyam 
and V.P. Singh hates nim, but 
Chandra Shekhar is coming around to 
joining up. 

All this makes Mubyam the wild 
card at the next election. He has the 
Muslim vote all sown up and could 


4|id up at the hMd of a adectkm of 
fiD-70 MBs in tilt next UASabha. 
Should tfiat happen, he will hold the 
balance of power. 

BUSINESS/ 

INDUSTRY 

Dhirnbhai Ambani 

It's a little like that famous poster for 
JawsH: "lust whm you thought that it 
was safe to go back into the water..." 

fust whrai we all thought that Relian¬ 
ce had finally become too tng kn any 
of ite rivals to topple Dhirubnai Amba- 
ni from his throne, the company was 
beset by one of the biggest scandals in 
even Reliance's tumultuom history. 

In essence, what Reliance's enemies 
alleged was that at some stage—per¬ 
haps to generate the cash required to 
prop up the share price when the mar¬ 
ket was down—Dhirubhai and Son 
sprinted enormous quantitiesof dupit- 
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cate share certificates, sold them to gul¬ 
lible investors and used the cash to 
keiro the share flying high. 

litis allegation was never directly 
levelled by the flnandal press largely 
because the Ambanis were on a suing 
spree and defamation cases were fly- 
i^ about like—well, all right—dupli¬ 
cate share certificates. But that was 
certainly the agenda. Reliance's tradi¬ 
tional enemies became active once 
again and on the Bombay stock mar¬ 


ket, a Marwari cartel of brokers oppos¬ 
ed Reliance's largely Gufarati 
supporters. 

Tnc Ambanis ended the year pro¬ 
testing their innocence. And certainly, 
their enemies dealt largely in innuen¬ 
do without producing the kind of evid¬ 
ence requir^ to substantiate such seri¬ 
ous charges. But when the finance 
ministry ordered a joint enouiry by 
SEBI and the department of company 
affairs. It became clear that this was a 


make or break situation for Dhirubhai 

This year we will get the results of 
that enquiry. If, as most people expect, 
it exofierates the Ambanis of everyth¬ 
ing but negligence, then they are 
certain to wreck a terrible revenge on . 
their enemies. If, on the other hand, it 
upholds the charges, then expect more 
firewcHks. 

Ravi Prakash Khemka 

They went from being the group that 
nob^y had heard of to becoming the 
business house that nobody loves, 'fhe 
Khemkas of the Madras-based NEPC 
group remained m the headlines for 
much of 1995 and began 1996 with a 
predatory attack on K.K Mudi'sMixii- 
luft airline. 

Though other airline operators ralli¬ 
ed behind Modi and senior industrial¬ 
ists frowned on the Khemka strategy, 
the canny Marwaris from Madras (via 
lAinjab) were unfa/.ed by the hostility. 
They had spent 45 croreon publicity 
for the NEPC group in 1995, but with 
the Modiluft takeover they had got the 
kind of media exposure that a KX) 
crore would not have bought. 

Little IS known about the Khemkas 
except that they made their fortune 
manufacturing windmills, expanded 
into agro-products and chemicals, 
and are now set to become aviation 
operators following the acquisition of 
Damania Airways, n*<hristened 
NEPC Skyline from January ). 

A tightly-controlled, largely family- 
owned group, NEI^C IS run by Ravi 
Prakash Khemka, who claims to have 
arrived in Madras in the early Sixtieth 
with just Ks6(X) in his pocket Ravi Pra¬ 
kash serves as the public lace of the 
group but behind the scenes, it is his 
son, Raj Kumar, who calls the shots 
The Khemkas attribute the numerous 
rumours about the origin of their 
money to jealous rivals — is it layalali 
tha's or Sashikala's? IXics Chandra 
Swami have a stake? — and insist that 
their wealth is their own. 

Amitabh Bachchan 

In 1989, It looked as though things 
amid not get worsi> loi Amitabh 
chan. But in lad they did. V f* Singh 
largetted the star in 199()and it was 
against all the odds that Bachchan wa.s- 
able to fight the might of tlio govern ■ 
ment of India and prove his inncKvnce 
to the country at large. 

For five years now', things have 
gone swimmingly well for B<ichchan 
In 1990, he earned a new generation oi 
fans with lumma , hiiinina and dc'spite 



an enforced absence from our screens 
aherKhuda Gmoah, his pc^larity is 
such that corporate entities queued up 
to invest in his Amitabh Bacluhan Cor¬ 
poration Limited (ABCL) last year. 

ABCL had a host of imitators in the 
course of the year and the trend towar¬ 
ds the corporatisatien of die entertain¬ 
ment industry is now firmly establi¬ 
shed. But 19% will be the year when 
ABCL will have to deliver. Already 
many jeaknis competitors are praying 
that it will fail—witness the orchestra¬ 
ted campaign agaiml die corporation¬ 
's star search. 

Moreoi^, in 19%, Bachchan will 
back on our screens in Indra Kumar's 
forthcoming filth. His album, produc¬ 
ed by Bally ^goo, will also be in the 
stores. If they do well, then A BC'l '.s for¬ 
tunes are assured, and the entertain¬ 
ment industry will never be the same 
again. If they do badly, however, then 
it may he back to the old ways in 
Bollywood. 




Kumaramangalam Birla 


At 27, Kumaramangalam seems absur¬ 
dly young to be in charge of the 
Rs 6,500 crore-worth Aditya Birla 
Group, a position he was forced to 
assume brause of the untiimly death 
of his father, Aditya. 

But there can be no denying that few 
people have been better train^ for the 


job. While still a teenager, studying 
commerce :n a Bombay college, Kuma- 
raman^lam spent many hours at his 
father's office, observing how he ran 
his business. 

Th«i, when he began his chartered 
accountancy course, the 21 -year-old 
Birla was sent to his grandtather's Cen¬ 
tury Textiles to learn abcnit the fami¬ 
ly's daily monitoring system, parlha 


After that came a stint at the Business 
School of London, where he earned a 
post-graduate degree in business 
administration. 

With his education taken care of, 
Kumaramangalam was now free to 
take his place in his father, Aditya's, 
empire. But before he was given his 
own aimpanies to manage, the heir 
apparent was asked to take a .short 
course that all graduate engineer trai¬ 
nees are put through. 

It wasn't long before Kumara- 
mangalam had assumed independent 
charge of such companies as Vikram 
Cement, Vikram Ispar and Indian 
Rayon. But despite being one of the 
youngest business tycoons in India— 
and perhaps, in the world—Aditya 
Birla's son exuded the same modesty 
that had made his father so popular. 

Kumaramangalam has always ski¬ 
ed away from publicity and the press, 
so the media spotlight that fell on him 
after the death of his father must have 
made him very uncomfortable 
indeed. But now that he is the chair¬ 
man of the Aditya Kria Group he will 
have to take the occasional media 
intrusion in his stride. 

For now, though, Kumara¬ 
mangalam is cimtent to keep a low pro¬ 
file, even as he takes the group into 
such relatively unchartered territories 
as power and telecom. The coming 
year or two will show whetho’ he is 
successful in shaping hts empire in his 
image, just as his father did so many 
years ago. 

Continued on Page 26 





SStches 

POTTED HISTORY 

WJiat the chattering classes are tatking about 

This week: Narasimha Rao's novel 


B egan life as:Rao's 
way of OTping 
with time on his 
hands. He had 
resigned as Andhra 
l^radesh chief minister 
(1973) and been appointed 
Congress general secretary 
(1975). But there wasn't 
much to do, and his friends 
suggested that he try his 
hand at fiction. 

And did he?; Yes, he began 
work on his novel, T/ic 
Other Half, banging away 
on his lap-top in earnest. 
The background: Since 
Kao had been a politician 
for all of his adult life, he set 
the novel in a mileau he 
knew and understood. The 
bixik begins with the Civil 
Disobed ience i no veinenl, 
takes India to its 
independence and through 
five Frimt* Ministers 
Is it autobiographical?; 
Yes, say those who have 
read it and want to ascribe 
the remarks about Indira 
Ciandhi to Rao No, s.ivs 
Rao himself and his literary 
agent, Lynn I’Yanklin. This 
IS a work oi the author's 
imagination, any 
resemblance to persons 
dead or alive is purely 
coincidental. 

Is the book complete?: No 
way. Rao finished 
one-third of the 
manuscript in 1‘tyt’ and 
gave it to Franklin for her 
opinion. She was to get 
back to him alunit the ways 
in which he could improve 
it. But then, (xilitical events 
overtook Rao and he put 
the book on the 
back-burner. But he .still 
wants to make substantial 
changes in the first draft. 
So, how did it come to be 
extracted?: Kao would love 


to know. He had given 
copies of the manuscript to 
several friends and was 
shocked to see that one o( 
them had leaked it to . 
Outlook. 

The prime suspect: Nikhil 
Chakravartty. The 
journalist is an old friend of 
Narasimha Rao's and had 
retained the manuscript 
when it was loaned to him 
Rumour has it that he 
passed his copy on to 
OiitUwk 

And did he?; Nobody 
knows excefU tor editor 
V'lnod Mehta. And he's not 
telling. 

But what's all the fuss 
about?: As tar as we can 
see. It's about the 'dirty' 
nils that were duly picked 
out and highlighted bv the 
magazine 

Sample quote: 'Si'x was 
like Itch to leevan, the in go 
to fornicate wasn't I’ery 
ditlcTcnt fiom the urge to 
urinate 1 lis need was quite 
simple, hisdetractors said 
- - to wit, any temalc- 
vaginal orifice' 

Gosh, isn't that shocking!: 
Not reallv But ILuj's critics 
m the C ongress went to 
town any wav, calling him a 
pHirnographer — and 
wor.se. 

And how did Rao 


respond?: Ho didn't 
What, no threats to sue?: 
Not from Rao. But Lynn 
Franklin, his literary agent, 
is not inclined Ui take so 
philosophic an attitude In 
an interview with Sunday. 
she said, "I con.sider the 
printing of unauthorised 
extracts to K' an act of 
theft. In America 1 would 
have sued the publications 
concermni in a minute." 


And in India?; Nara.mmlia 
Rao is keeping very quiet, 
hoping that the story will 
fadeaway After all, he 
managed to ride out the 
suitcase controversy; this is 
small stuff compared to 
that 

Silver lining: At least now 
the people of India know 
that thefe's more to their 
rVime Minister than his 
pout. ■ 











RADIO GA-GA 

In the era of teletnsion, the radio has made a quiet comeback via the 
FM chamiel, ivrites Rajlakshmi Bhattacharyya 



Youngsters listening to the FRi. channel 


Vihen 7 wws youn^, Vd lish’ti to the radio 
Waiting for my fawu. ite song. 

When they plai/ed I'd sing along, it made 
me cry... 

Every sha la la la: ei<eiy siting- 
a-ling-a-ling so fine .. " 

W hen Karen Carpenter 
•sang this nostalgic inic 
to the radio, she seemtHd 
to be echoing what so 
many other people felt. That the radio 
was a goner, doonuni to collecting 
dust and cobwebs on a neglected 
shelf, eulogised only in songs that 
took people down memory lane. 

But the requiems sm^liiiithtibntnir 
notwithstanding, th^ fatMhrdfuteS'tci 


die, resurfacing in its new avatar — 
the FM channel. Gone was the some¬ 
what stodgy framework that had cha¬ 
racterised it earlier And in its place 
was style and pizza/, and a happy mix 
of music, chat shows and lively 
infotainment. 

So, it wa.sn't long before the radio, 
which had until then been the \Mnn- 
wala’s favourite form ot entertain¬ 
ment, elbowed its way into yuppie liv¬ 
ing rooms as well. The rcLoption was 
crystal clear, with a 10 harmonics ste¬ 
reophonic sound quality, there was 
none ot the snep-crackle-f i//-and-pop 
of the short and medium band waves. 
And hey, it wasn't such a bad substi 
kite to television, after all 

'^Yhat sets the radio apart is il:, rec¬ 


ent novelty value," says Gautam Bhi- 
niani, one of the dcvjays on Radio Niel- 
work'b Good M,innng Calcutta And 
it is this novelty value that is bringing 
it more and more converts 

Of course, the abysmal quality of 
programmes telecast these* days helps 
Sryanto Paul, a student, for instance, 
has given up on television becau.se he 
can't stand the scippy stuff being 
shown. So has Angona, who relies on 
FM radio to while away her leisure. 
Says Neera) Banerjtv (12), the young¬ 
est deejay on FM, "lA/ is too selective, 
focussing only on those viewers who 
win prize.s while there are millions of 
people who are waiting in the wings, 
dying to be heard. Television just 
spoils your eyesand fries your brains." 

Then, there is the small point of 
price as well. A radio .set costs a frac¬ 
tion of what a television does. "And 
then, radio owners don't have the ha.s- 
sle of paying cable operators," says 
Barry CTBrien, who presents Radio 
Network's Wills Made for Each Other 
programme every Wednesday. "They 
don't have to keep two or three news¬ 
papers every day to keep track of 
what's on. And the radio is well ' 


• •• 

With the mobile phone becoming more and more 
popular, FM is getting mobile, too. These days, you 
can see people clutching portable radio sets as well 
as cellular phones, and some trendies even listen to 
the radio while they are on the road 
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within the common man's reach." 

And now, says Dipankar Ghosh, 
CEO of Radio Network, "It is com- 
pulsary for radio manufacturers to 
have 1^4 as a channel on the set. So, at 
least 48 per cent of the population 
have access to FM." 

Small wonder then that the top 
players have entered the fray, whether 
it is HMV, Philips, The Times or corpo¬ 
rate giants like Hindustan Lever and 
Coca Cola, all of whom see it as a via¬ 
ble business proposition and market¬ 
ing option. 

Tk ^usically speaking, FM's range 
iVXextends from jazz to pop, classi¬ 
cal and contemporary stuff All of 
which is interspersed with snippets of 
information of talk shows. 

Derek and Rila O'Brien, who pres¬ 
ent Gmxf Eivtiinfi Calcutta on Saturday, 
for instance, have done some good sto¬ 
ries They had Khushwant Singh apo¬ 
logising to Calcuttans on their show 
for his remarks about Tagore And, 
then, they had the principal of La 
Martiiiere School telling listeners that 
they were planning to open a new 
school (>n the Eastern Metropolitan 
Bypa.ss 

"FM freaks who have bt>en listening 
m ever since the channel went on the 
air, ri'call with specuil affection Tiilh/ 
Tunc , Mark Tully's show What they 
remember specially is the time the 
veteran broadcaster did a story on 
1 yoti Basu. dubbing him a barristocrat. 
" Among the all-time favourites on 
the FM channel, however, are the dial- 
in request programmes. But while you 
can ask for anything from Cliff Richar- 
d'*- liachchr to heavy metal, it is oft¬ 

en difficult to get through to FM, with 
the lines being perpetually busy with 
people sending in their requests. 


Barry O’Brien 




Dipankar Ghosh 


There is also a quiz programme, in 
which listeners can dial in their 
answers. 

Then, of course, there is the usual 
staple of weather reports, traffic infor¬ 
mation, and carct-r guides that are of 
some use to young listeners. 

Given the wide variety of program¬ 
mes, It is not surprising that FM has 
tans from every walk of life Exl'cu- 
tives, lawyers, doctors, housewives, 
children and teenagers all have their 
favourite show on the channel "Wom¬ 
en in particular." .says Sudo.shna Roy, 
who u.sed to present programmes on 
Radio Network, "form a core target 
group". 

Srilekha Chatter|ee is one such 
woman According to hei, FM is the 
perfect backdrop to her early morning 
chores. It Kellogs has made an apjx'ar- 
ance on her breakfast table as a staple, 
well then, so has FM. 

In the evenings, the target audience 
IS the college-going emw'd, which 
turns to the channel as a source of 


Gautam Bhimani 




Dersk O’ Brian 


relaxation. Not that the older lot can¬ 
not enjoy this as well. Soumi Roy, a 
business executive in a financial daily, 
for instance, confesses that she tunes 
in to participate in "the fun" And 
in-en the luiiii-uiuuchmy crowd that 
throng the Victoria Memorial carry a 
radio set along with thi-m 

But Derek O'Brien sees no point in 
.segregating the audience in this man¬ 
ner After all, he says, all of them— 
whethi'r it is an eight-year-old school¬ 
boy or people in old age homes - - 
want to listen to music. "So," he says, 
"if there is one request lor Wickfield, 
the other is tor Nat King Cole " 

W ith the mobile phone becoming 
more and more popular, FM is 
getting mobile, ten* These days, you 
can see people clutching portable 
radio sets as well as cellular phones, 
and some trendies even listen to the 
radio while they're on the road. 

.\nd such has Uvn the triumph of 
radio over ti’levision, that tlie Star TV 
network is the latest to make an entry 
into the FM scene This infusion of the 
big bucks into this sector w'lll make the 
competition even tougher, but Dipan¬ 
kar Ghosh doesn't seem to be worried. 

"1 am all for the frtvdom ot radio," 
he says. "In tact, 1 believe that the I’ra- 
sar Bhnrati Bill should f>o enacted as 
quickly as possible to ensure a more 
liberal kind ot radio " 

Cloarlv, when 11 Ci Wells wrote 
alxiut the fiituiv ol broadcaslini; in T/w 
Shape i»i 7 hillyf to Co'lir "Thi' unfortun¬ 
ate ptvple who must ni'u subdue 
themselves to listening in' will sexm 
find a better pastime tor then leisure," 
he couldn't ha\’e bit'n more wrong 
People these davs are, in the words 
oi the famous Queen song going 
"radui ga-ga" It's nice to know that 
soiiirtUH* still love's vou ■ 
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Profile 

GOA-ING FOR GOLD 

Remo Femaudes talks aloaut his life, music aud his jwiv album, 
Naniastc* India, toShameemAkthar 


E ven the silence at Siolim villa¬ 
ge in%oa has its own music 
And when the sounds here 
decide to move with the ele¬ 
ments there is a song. Spend some 
time here and you can appreciate why 
this star in isolation, Remo Fernandes, 
deades to live in Caia even when the 
temptress Bombay tantalises with 
seductive promises ot easy lucre and 
instant fame 

But the goddess ot pelt creates her 
own provisos and so India's pop idol 
has decided to make his own offering. 
No, he does not intend to jump into 
the rat race of competitive music from 
which he has shied away tor so long. 
But he may appease the deity by doing 
more song scores for the voracious 
film music industn’ Herald a bit ol 
fresh originality in that glittering 
world where plagiarism subsumes all 
sounds. 


After the reverberating success of 
Ilunnm, lutmim in the film Btmtlm/ 
where he had lent his voice, he now 
intends to do stxircs for the forthcom¬ 
ing film Ktmmaahi A similar deal for 
another film is also brewing 
Also, in alieyance to this unlikely 
(lor him) goddess he will, in tuture, be 
straying slightly from his selt- 
appointi>d path of a messiah- 
foT-the-youth with lines like/VicA. tiuit 
smack to that catchy FearofAul^, which 
have blaste<J messages into a pop- 
drunk generation. He will also have 
less of the citizen-reproving-nation 
tone in his socio-political theme 
album Politii mns Don’t Knirw to Rm'k 
u' Roll where he had given vent to his 
anger with this cover message "We, 
the people of India, have brains 
Muscle Soul And our land is as rich 
as they come Keeping a country like 
ours,starving and illiterate tor half a 


century.must be a very difficult task 
indeed. This album i.s about those who 
carry out this task " 

There will be less of such dressmg- 
dtmms in his Namastc bniia videti 
album which, he hopes, will be a 
dance-oriented, good-time album. 
"But," laughs India's first original 
pop star, "me being me. I cannot kivp 
off social themes. And will include a 
song on the celebration ol the Indian 
Woman who has moved troni the 
kitchen to the computer." rentatu’c 
titles Include Clolhiiifi Soul. Iiuhan 
Tniiut’ Daiire, Uui/ii f/nand 
I iHf^a 

A power breakdorvn has sileiu’ed 
Remo's elaborate synlhesiser for the 
day So, he has decidi-d to sleep ofl the 
rigours of last night s live perhirman- 
ce. This intrusive interview is granted 
rather reluctantly by the singer who, 
unlike his contemporaries in the glos 


Remo Fernandes: The original pop star from India 







sy pop world, does rtol believe that he 
has to market himself to sell liis songs. 

T he Porhigiiese-slylo Fernando 
Mansion squats with old-world 
elegance at the end of t!ie only road 
that slithers through Siolim village. 
Behind, a few thatched huts away, a 
muddy river sings a leaf-fringed song 
that preludes the compulsive Coan 
siesta. The only interruption is the 
rude bass of a generator eloseby 
Remo's little sons Noah and Jonah, 
their nascent pigtails (a la I3addy) 
.streaming behind, flit at the gauze 
curtains like elusive butterflies 
The wrought-iron gate remains 
unlatched while the large wooden 
doors of the house remain open to 
pas.sers-by. Obviously, the bell d(H*s 
not ring, W'lth power having derideii 
to take the afternoon oft, too For para 
noid visitors from Boinbav, where 
matchbox flats are shuttered with 
wariness against filching thieves, this 
w'ide, unsuspicious openness of the 
Fernando Mansion is utopian. A large 
polka-do!li*d hound bounds in with 
matching innocence, begging to be 
fondled No watch dog, this. 

Wooden and glass antK|ue pieci's 
decorate everv available space in a 
hou.se which exhibits a generosity of 
.spaieuntoumi today Remo's loud¬ 
ness tor this mansion that his gr.indfa- 
ther built had niaiie him k'avi' his I'an- 
|ini resident, i- a decade ago 1 lis parti¬ 
ality for this IS unuerslandable 

High, wooden-iafled root may well 
allow another tloor, while the tall wiii- 
ilows that stand nearly tour-men high 
let Ihedappkxl sunlight, trapped by 
trees and vines, stream shviy in The 
natural ciHilness in the thu k-walled 
riKims. which stx*m to flow into one 
another, adds to the langour t\ pical of 
a Coan afternoon Who would want to 
leave all this natural splendour for the 
cut-throat, polluted tumult of Bom¬ 
bay? Not Remo, certainly 
Then Remo 'kicks his own butt’ (his 
words) and bi*stirs himselt to work on 
his music. He scrambles through the 
trap-dmir into his studio lhat cuts him 
off Irom this splendour Cocooned in 
this world he ctimpKises, writes his 
lines and music, plays his own instru¬ 
ments and mixes and matches, impro¬ 
ving even on lhat unique 'r.iga ri>ck' 
lhat he created by strumming his gui¬ 
tar to sound like a traditional Indian 
instrument- The pnmitoe (xjuipment 
of his ye.ster years hax'e K'en replaced 
with hi-tech gadgets. He has recenth' 
acquired a Hl-h camera which he will 
bt' using to do his own video shixits 
In the East-c'opving-the-West world 


TOP OF THE POPS 

Heyw th^ stack up in the Indian music ^cene 


entry ol MTV, folkwed 
J: dosely by Oi^bnel V, has 
changed the face of Indian pop- 
dom. No longer do we have long¬ 
faced artists with hard-luck stories 
about how hard it is to make it 
These days, stars aie being made 
overnight and superstars every 
other fU^t' 

India's pop dolt Alisha Chinai 
stopped hdng Madottna, or Sexy. 
Sexy and became a hit merely by 
being Made in India. Sales figures 
indicate a record of sorts with 1.5 
million copies sold. Shedchar 
Kapur's wife, Suchltra Krishna- 
murdiy, is not doizig top badly . 
either with her Oote, Pbfe being lisp-; 



Apache Indian: Ooihggpeat guns 

ed by babies £md graiklmothers 
alike. 

The satelliteera is Anally taking 
pop stars from the rowdy stagM^ 
yesteryears to the decorous living 
room m respectable hemes where 
family membere score paiiite over 
knowledge of names like Jasmine 
Bharucha, Gary Lawyer, Rock ' 
Machine, Sharon Prabhakar, Baba 
Sehgal, nyush Soni and Anaida, 

While RcKk Machine went inters 
national by charing its name to 
Indus Crei^ it also stood an 
impressive 35 on MTV's Top 100 
vicleos of 1992 with Tap of the Rode, 
Its Pretty Child won it applause all 
around'even as its ^k visual 
remained vividly etched in the ■ 
public mind. 

Rapper Baba Sehgal stormed 



Alisha China!: Lovar gin , 

into the Indian screen with his 
seductive Pooja Bedi-supptirted 
Thanda Thanda Pani and the Main 
Bhi Madmina video. This success 
has only been overtaken by his lat¬ 
est Indian Romyo. 

Singer Gary Lawyer 
is being promoted as a promi¬ 
sing artiste who has set his sights 
abroad. Sharon Prabhakar, who 
has been as much a fixture on the 
Indian pop scene as Usha Uthup, is 
also eyeing that very horizon 

Others beUmging to this platoon 
of pop stars dPte groups 13 AD, 
Agni, Hailey's C^iples, child pro 
digy Penny Vaz who has already 
pmd tribute to her mentor with My 
Daddy is Best, Mubina and Nandu 
Bhende. Beautiful Anaida.is 
^ready doing a whirlwind of live 
performances foe entertainment 
companies after her Nazuk, Nazuk 




Sharon Prabhakar: In the spotlight 


BatMi Sehgal: Prince of rap 

was noticed. 

Newcomer Piyush Soni. who 
lacks her lethal looks, may not have 
won as much applause. But his 
Chvtcra has w'on him his own brand 
of fans who are braying for more. 

' In this quicLsand of success there 
is more to Indian pop than just 
talent. Marketability is the ouz- 
Kword. Whale some stars may be 
Swallowed up without a trace, 
most are willing to give it their all. 
And as the Indian music industry' 
Toes pop, there is certainly an exdt- 
I ing fi/.z it 



' of Indian Pop music Remo is the only 
one who does not need the props of 
song-writers, composers and 
instrumentalists. He is the proverbial 
Jack-of-all-musical-trades and every 
piece of music that he releases is entire¬ 
ly his— from conception to realisa¬ 
tion. Never mind if a few puerile cri¬ 
tics dismiss his lyrics as too simplistic 
or childlike. 

Childlike he would like to continue, 
untrammeled by the self-eroding 
demands of the entertainment 
industry. Though he is over 40, the 
young world of pop art has rendered 
his tall frame ^th a timeless youth 
and he looks lilo? that kid who only 
yesterday was strumming his guitar 
on the streets of Paris to earn a living. 

The time-warp that he has chosen 
for himself is tailor-made for him His 
gold ear-rings, his dude's clothes glit¬ 
tering with sequins, the pony tail. A 
jazz^-up outward projection of a 
man who is simple, serious in his musi¬ 
cal ruminations, is protective about 
his private life, shielding his French 
wife Michelle from the camera and is 
the intense family man who recorded 
the cry of his first-born into the song 
Noah's Lullaby. 

He is child-like in his admiration fur 
Mother Teresa, which inspired an 
album, his belief that Kajiv Ciandhi's 
visit might have helped spruce up Goa 
(that led to his song, Rajiv 

Gandhi which earnc’d him tight-lipped 
dispk'asure from Goans), and that 
Narasimha Rao could do with some 
helping hand in Don't Kick up that Rao. 

If the message in his songs were 
simple, they were meant to be .so, says 
Remo in a flash of rare »elf-defence 
"The message (as I said in my Star TV 
interview) of these songs w'err not 
meant for that intellei'tual who does 
not need such messages anyway. It is 
meant for those kids w'ho listen to pop 
music. In tact, in that Star TV inter¬ 
view the question was in regard to my 
Graham Bell song which some criticis¬ 
ed as being too simple Bn 11 had dehbe 
rately made it like a limerick, like a nur¬ 
sery rhyme." 

He believes that at that point in his 
musical cart*er his decision to hav<- ,i 
message was relevant. He was the guv 
who had been through it all and made 
the right choice (He is also the guy 
behind Lehar Pepsi's Yeh hi luii nf^lit 
choice baby). He was the guy w’ho did 
not believe in multiple partners, but 
settled down for marriage with his 
live-in girl fnend, He was the 
archetype hippie who lived on music, 
drugs and atheism but chose the res¬ 
ponsibility of fatherhcKid 
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The man who had tasted the success of 
his album Bombay City as Indian pop's 
first success story but decided to quell 
the greed for more flash success. He is 
the guy who hit the bulls-eye of filmi 
pop with Jahva (Gul Anand's film) and 
Trikal (by Shyam Bencgal) but decided 
that the glamorous shackles of Bolly¬ 
wood were not for him. The guy who 
had the laurels from Bombay but deci¬ 
ded to settle down in a non-descript 
village in Goa that does not even figu¬ 
re as a dot in that state's tourist map. 

His is not the cliched rag-to-riches 
story He was bom in the lap of Gaon 
luxury to a businessman who spoilt 
him thoroughly till a sister was born 
eight years later. Remo's slight stam¬ 
mer notwithstanding, at age five he 
had already strutted on stage at the 
local club. His close friend.snip with 
his parents had given the fre^om to 



A thinker in dude’s clothes 


choose early in life, even if he did make 
the mistake of having chosen 
architecture. 

A two-year-European tour decided 
him, however "I lived oft my music 
during that period. I only wrote to my 
Dad when my guitar was stolen. 1 nee¬ 
ded some money to gel another one. 
And why not, my father was only 
always tin'i happy to spoil me. Even so, 

I do not know exactly what it was, but 
I had decided to live independently 
And live off mv music. Since that per¬ 
iod, I have always lived off my music " 

Even il It meant singing at cafes in 
Goa and winrmg sniggers from the 
snob Joneses. 1 ie mimics their snear- 
ing lone with endearing childishness. 

'Those suited types used to Tch,Tch' 
and say, 'L«x»k at that Fernandes boy 
with his pony tail and singing in 
hotels.'" But that did not dilute his 
enthusiasm. Nor did the rejecti«.>ns 
from recording companies who then 


did not believe in original Indian pop. 
The poor little rich boy Remo then 
recorded his Goan Crazy when the 
mad monsoons lashed the state, went 
on a personal distribution spree on his 
mobike to win over buyers and 
listeners. 

Since then he has repeated his suc¬ 
cess with Old Goan Gold, a collection of 
traditional Goan Portuguese songs. 
Back to Roots which is a fusion of Indi¬ 
an folk and Western pop, SOS India 
triggered off by the language riots in 
Goa and She is Woman on the exploita¬ 
tion of the female species. 

Taking digs at journalists who flirt 
between frivolous beats to iKcasional- 
ly take time off to criticise music with¬ 
out serious specialisation, and pot¬ 
shots at purists who denigrate pop 
music to this century's'trash bin, he 
notes wryly, 'The problem in the Indi¬ 
an music scene Is that there are no seri¬ 
ous music critics. And the problem 
with music lovers is that they believe 
that classical music is all. Classical 
music has its own ethereal beauty. 

Pop music has its own charm. It is 
wrong on the part of purists to .say that 
pop music is spoiling the taste of 
youth today. It does not. Let them not 
forget that even before Indian pop 
came of age, the youth of thost' times 
were not listening to classical music. 
They were listening tc» Lena, Mecna, 
Deeka type of sound." 

'This does not mean that he swears 
by Indian pop today. "When I listen to 
some of my contemporaries who are 
not doing anything but copy the suc¬ 
cessful western scores, I get all heated 
up and then 1 decide to do an album, 
just to show them what original music 
is all about. But I only wish," he grins, 
"that 1 get this urge more often. Then, 
maybe I will write music more often." 

Among regrets such as these, is also 
the vague regret that the five years 
that he spent doing his architecture at 
Bombay J.J. Schoiil could have been 
spent more productively with his 
.life's love. "Maybe I could have spent 
those five years learning sound engi¬ 
neering." But this soufH'on of regret 
belongs to the past. 

Among the Indo-westcrn music per¬ 
formers, he would place his money on 
Apache Indian "His scores in the first 
album released here made me sit up. I 
said, 'Man, that is original sound.'" 

But the rest of Indian pop stars, 
whom he would not name, don't mea¬ 
sure up. There is enough mediocrity 
around to inspire him to do better. 
And his album, to be released this sum¬ 
mer, will show if he will strike gold 
again. ■ 


Aries 

March 21 • April 20 

■ Ganesha says, a 

letter needing urgent 
attention, a call or 
invitation may 
please be expected Changes 
in your working schedule are 
certain, thaidcs to Mars your 
planetary ruler being in full 
strength. Relationship turn 
out fulfilling. You will fuse 
pleasure and profit in the right 
measure. 

Taurus 

April 21 —May 20 

■ S Your stats of glo^ 

I and creativity shine, 
I thanks to Venus, 

I vour main planet 
being well placed with good 
luck planet, Jupiter. You will 
work your guts nut, have 
excellent results and find time 
(nr children, hobbie.s and 

r rts just see to it that you 
not overdo a g(K<d thing 
Time for trips and ties 

Gemini 

May 21 — June 20 

Celebrations, victory 
donee and portviiig 
are very much in 
order Those in ,irts, 
cratts. research, computers 
and space programmes set 
the world on fire by their 
bniliance and power 
Redesigning of turnituie and 
house IS a possibility C>et set 
to travel and or receive 
important visitors 


Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

Shoot. Hit. And 
smack-centre. You 
will fling the 
gauntlet of 
opposition right in the teeth 
or your rivals and enemies, 
and emerge a winner Passion 
will seize you and everything 
that could happen mignt just 
actually take place. Only your 
health might stand in the way 
of Cancerians. So take care 

Leo 

July 21 — August 21 

With sun, the source 
ii of power, in a good 
E position with Pluto, 
ij symbol of ferocity, 
you will be ready to do baHle 
with the cosmos, or kiss it into 
.submission You will wield 
words to scathing eftect A iob 
switch i.s guile probable 
lunlcss it has taken place the 
last three months or so). This 
IS al.so thi* time to socialise 


Libra 

September 23 — October 22 

You will teel radiant 
and actually light up 
the lives of those 
you come in contact 
with, because Mars-Pluto are 
on your side. Alliances and 
partnershipis, either personal 
or professional, are foretold. 
For romance, hobbies, 
research, childbu'th, education, 
and journeys, the right time 
has come. 


Virgo 

Augua22 — September 22 
Mcicury, vour 
I I jilnnctary ruler, 

BHp I regains duvet 
■HL. I motion tnim lanuary 
fO, giving you a cutting edge’ 
in terms of friendship, social 
seri'ice, job, loans, funds and 
investments Try not to lose oi 
misplace' things ol value But 
K>st things mav now be loond 
Keep lelationsJiips on an even 
kes'l with colleagues 


October 23 — November 22 

Without trust 
.eMK will be your credo, as 
Neptune zooms its 
jCffi way into your heart, 
Home, office, renovation, 
decoration, buymg selling, are 
ordained for you Friendships 
and new ventures, a swingmg 
time m the social whirligij;;, 
happiness through kids and 
artistic pursuits arc jsrediried 
for Si'orpios 

Sagittarius 

November 23 — December 20 

B Hardwoik and 

excellent results an- 
toretold, says 
Ganesha lii the 
bargain, a spxit ot fun and the 
breaking and mending of 
hearts, a game you play so 
well A majoi move of 
workplace or home, or a home 
away from home is quite 
probaole.You have now 
entered a money making year 


BEJAN DARUWALLA 

Capricorn 

December 21 — January 19 
You will be a great 
hunter, be it a great 
love you are 
jTursuing, a job, 
money, a publicity campaign, 
a collaboration, researc land I 
study, or even an excavation, 
as Saturn, your chief 
significator is in fine 
formation with Jupiter, the 
money planet It should be 
happy hunting for you. 

Aquarius 

January 20 — February 10 

■ H Bestirred by your 
B charm, the world is 
all yours, including 
mundane affairs 
such as money, loans, funds, , 
investments, property and 
financial transactions This 
week, the accent is very clear¬ 
ly on communications and 
contacts, human relationships, 
long-term plans, journey and 
collaborations 

Pisces 

February 19 — Ma(ch 20 
Wedding bells, 
alliances, 

coliaborahons, heavy 
exjienses and a round 
of introsix-ction fom the 
quartet rar I’isceans It would 
be best to budget your hme 
and resouw> as the ^'ing will : 
bi- hectic all the way home, 
too, will be a focal point for 
Pisceans In »hort, so much to 
do this week 
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Lfestyle 

READING fflGH 

Hou\i*(>(>J arc the Ui-flight mcigazifics on our domestic 
caniers, asks Shameem Akthar 


I f you're d tieqiient fliei, vi>u must 
be familiar with the soiil- 
V^mbing iHireiiom that descends 
or yau after an hour or so in the 
air You've had vour re-hcated plastic 
meal, you've road the film maga/ine 
you bought at tlie airport, you've 
rebuffed your neighbour's attempts to 
find out how much you're really 
worth. And now, you have absolutely 
nothing to do 

It IS generally at this point th.it 
pet'ple tend to .sei/e upon that glossy 
nestling in the little pouch on the back 
of the seat in front of you Yes, it's time 
to look at the in-flight magazine 
But IS there anything to knik at? Sea¬ 
soned travellers will testity that there 
isn't Sure, there are the mandatory 
articles about the current trendy desti¬ 
nations in India ((a>a, Benaras or e''eii 
Kuhi Manalii, reports on various little- 
known trilx's of this country, and even 
a story or tw'o about the jew'ellery 
industry. 

But the fact remains thaf it you've 
read one in-flight magazine, you've 
read them all 'There are the same tired 
descriptions of rt'sorts, the same over¬ 
written paeans of praise to thr* design 
tradition of India, and the obligatory, 
if a little tired, humour pieces 

Challenge the airlini’s and they res- 

Fusion, says Uma 
Deshpande, should be the 
kind of family magazine 
that people would want 
to take with them when 
they de-plane. Thus, 
Fusion does not restrict 
itself to the kind typical 
Hourism’ pieces that 
most of its rivals devote 
their pages to 

•• 


pond with the usual excuses about 
high production costs, the dearth of 
ideas and giKxl w'riters and the indiffe¬ 
rence of advertisers In the circumstan¬ 
ces, they ask, can they really be expect¬ 
ed to do better? 

Of late, however, this apologetic atti¬ 
tude .seems to have been dropped as 
the various domestic carriers in this 
country belatedly wake up to the reali¬ 
sation that the quality of their in flight 


magazine goes a long way in determine 
ing how the public perceives their 
airlines. 

These days, therefore, the editorial - 
boards of the various in-flight magazi¬ 
nes are adopting an entirely different 
line. Uma Deshpandc, editor of 
Fusion (East West Airlines), for instan¬ 
ce, insists that she is trying very hard 
to break a way from the time-worn 
mould of the travel magazine. 
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"If you look at the other in-fli^ht 
magazines," she explains, "you will 
notice that most of them will have the 
same writers writing about the same 
subjects. Must of these rtuthors seem to 
be re-hashing their .stuff and distribut¬ 
ing them all around. Even the pictures 
us^ with the pieces are similar. At 
Fusion, however, we are trying to crea¬ 
te our own poo! of writers who will be 
writing exclusively for us." 

D eshpande i.s not just targeting the 
corporate traveller; she also 
wants to have articles that will appeal 
to his wife and children. Fusion, she 
says, should be the kind of family 
magazine that people want to take 
with them when they de-plane. 

Thus, Fusion docs not restrict itself 
to the kind typical 'tourism' pieces 
that most of ite rivals devote their 


According to 
V. Narayanan, lA’s 
communications 
manager, the 70,000 
copies of Swagat will now 
be published from India 
(until now they were 
printed in East Asia), and 
the reduction in 
production costs w411 help 
them improve the 
product 


pages to. Instead, says Deshpande, 
she runs articles on such film heroes as 
Aamir Khan, model and beauty q jeen 
Aishwarya Rai, and the vocalist lihim- 
sen Joshi. There is even an astrology 
column, written by Jagjit Uppal, in 
case you feel like consulting the stars 
while you arc airborne 

But despite this attempt to be diffe¬ 
rent, Fusion still hasn't attracted any 
advertising. The only tw'o issues that 
have been printed haven't had a single 
ad in them. Instead, the ad slots haw 
been used by the airline to repair its 
image after the murder of its duet, Tha- 
kiyuddin Wahid 

Sample ad; They couldn't fault our 
effidency. They couldn't fault our 
quality. So they tried to smear c»ur 
reputation. 

Then, there are various letters from 
the various Wahid brt>thers, explain¬ 
ing how they built up their airline 
(and by impliiation, denying that they 
are funded by Dawood Ibraliim). 

Bui, now' that the third issue is in the 
works, advertisers hax'C been enquir¬ 
ing about the possibility of placing ads 
in the product And IXyshpande may 
just be able to realise her dream of cir¬ 
culating the 3(),(KK) copies of Fusion bv 
being as different as possible (mm the 
others m the air. 

the Indian Airlines in-thglit 
magazine, is also scheduled tor a 
make-over According to V Naraya¬ 
nan, the airline's communications 
manager, the 70,000 copies of 
will now' be published from India 
(until now the\' were printed in East 
Asia), and the riniuction in prixiuition 
costs will help them improve the 
product. 

Cfn the cards is a move to change the 
editorial content of the magazine The 
editorial Kiard, headed by Nalini 
Menon, will slot articles on such sub¬ 
jects as health, eeo-consnousness and 
ethnic chic For the corporati- traveller 
Ihcre will be profiles of business hea¬ 
vyweights and how-to pieces w'hich 
will help them recruit etfu lenl staff as 
well as iiiaximise their jxileiitial 

O n the same flight path is the bi 
monthly It'liom^s (|et Airways' 
Accordiitg to Its editor Swaina Kaji, it 
has a 'timeless appe.il'. thanks to an 
editorial mix that includes everything 
from pearls to pagers 

Certainly, they have a lot of ads 
And even if some of the articles read 
like thinly-veiled advertisements loi 
various products, at least fht'v do tiii 
the tra\ ellei \^ here he can eat wi-ll oi 
jnek up a gold chain Iim his w ife 

.Amil Uhatia. who has,-, hand in Kith 

IS 












Taki' (Hf (Modiluft) and Toiichin' 

(Damatiia-NEJ’Cl, has manag- 
L'd In attract nmiv advertising than 
mnst nthor in-tlighl maga/ines, 
thanks tn tlu' wide rangei>t articles 
that he carries I le. at least, treats the 
passenger as an intelligent entity 
rather than an ennui saildled snuJ 
whn has tn be btnnbatded with visuals 
ol colourful tribals from Kaiasthan 
and Ciu)<irat 

Hut even here thi’ corpor.ite travel¬ 
ler intrudes, v\ ith Ainii ‘sarkar telling 
him how to make dreams out of 
Ouiacell and miinagnienf act*, Claus 
Molle^instructiiig him on the bt'st 
ways to ensure quality, ^'ol the les.s 
entrepieneurial, there is a guide to 
counting calories and i-ven tarot card 
readings bv Ma I’rem I'sha 

Not that It was easv |>utting Modi- 
hitt's maga/me together Since the 
airline d(K-s not operati* on feeder 



•• 

Amit Bhatia, who has a 
hand in both Take Off 
(Modiluft) and Touchin* 
Heights 

(Damania-NEPC), has 
managed to attract more 
advertising than most 
other in-flight 
magazines, thanks to the 
wide range of articles 
that he carries. He, at 
least, treats the passenger 
as an intelligent entity 

•• 



routes, Sciys Bhntici, advertisers were 
unwilling to risk their money on it. 
The few ads that were forthcoming 
did not often come on time. “And 
since we cannot afford to lose them by 
not waiting," says Bhatia, "we often 
had to delay the magazine." 

But the magazine also suffers from 
indifferent wTiting, and by featuring 
such fillers as pictures of Shobha De 
presenting a trophy or Shah Rukh 
Khan's rear at a film party. 

Perhaps it's time the domestic aiili- 
ncs took a leaf out of the in-flight maga¬ 
zines of such international carriers as 
American Airlines (Anicnam Wa\/) 
and British Airway.s (Hiy// Lift-), which 
rival most up-market feature maga/i- 
ne.s in their editorial quality British 
Airwav's second in-flight magazine, 
Bi/siiicss Life, is compared favourably 
w'lth such serious periixlicals as the 
Economist. 

High Life (with I SO-plus pages) has a 
circulation of 2,‘)0,0(K) while the Ameri¬ 
can Wriv boasts ol a circulation of 
around 3,(K),n(K). 'Then there is Hot Air 
by Virgin, which doesn't treat its 
readers as if they were morons but 
assumes tluit fhev may lx* interested in 
reading .’boiu the risi* of fascism in 
Furope. 

Increased rivalry in the air may for¬ 
ce Indian in-fhght magazines to 
improve their products in a like man¬ 
ner But before that, their boards will 
ha ve to decide on the right editorial 
mix Lintil then, you'll just have to put 
up with the usual rubbi.sh about 
adventure touri.sni, Ayur\'edic cures 
and the latest bi'ach resort in Thiruva- 
nanthapurum. ■ 
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HELD OVER! Zero in on the big play above by 
shading areas marked with an X Use an ordinary 
pencil or dark crayon. 


OPS and OOPS! 

There's a hot dog but no cold dog. There's a 
down payment but no up payment. Tightwad, 
loosewad? sweet pea, sour pea? Hard copy, sott 
copy? Any to addr 



GRAB BAG! 

Let's see how quick 
you are with head and 
riand Extend one arm 
forward, with fist 
closed. Place a coint 
atop the back of your 
hand. Now, dropping 
your arm suddenly, 
attempt to bring your 
hand down and under 
to catch the falling coin 
in your palm. 

Once you ve mastered this, try reversing the twist of 
ytiur wrist. That is to sav, turn it in tne opjxisite 
direction. 

Remember, the object is to grab coin botore it lalls 





HOCUS-FOCUS 



99999 

-9999 


8 6997 


SORRY WRONG NUMBERS! 

ALAS, wc have the right 
answer to the .subtraction pro¬ 
blem provided below, but we 
dot have the right sxibtraclabie 
amounts. Indeed, what's w'ong i.s 
that four of the numbers are upsi¬ 
de down. 

Simply invert three nines in 
the top row and one nine in the 
middle row (that is to sav, make 
them sixes;, and alnka/.am, the 
answer is correct. 

How long will it take you to up¬ 
end the nines? 

Time limit is three minutes. 

MtUI AViUl stt 
XfV ,>UIU 'Xls. XIS MllliltlJ I 


MINI TEST! Five consecutive 
numbers add to 100. Qtiickly, 
what numbers? 
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Cblitiniied from Page 8 

TELEVISION 
Prannoy Roy 


It was the 1989 general election that set 
Prannoy Roy on the road to televisicm 
stardom. In the election special pro¬ 
gramme on the national network— 
thefirsteverof its kind in India— 
Roy, along with Vinod Ehia, whodid 
the Hindi bits, gave the Indian people 
a low-down on the election results: the 
winners; thj^osos; voting patterns 
and how they had changed; the 
'swing' from one party to anoth«r. 

All tlus interspersed with inter¬ 
views with both victorious and losing 
politicians over the satellite link wNle 
a panel of heavy-duty experts analys¬ 
ed the voting trends in the studio with 
Roy. 

This kind of opportunity usually 
comes every five years or so to TV 
anchors, but Roy proved luckier than 
most. The two incarnations of the Jana¬ 
ta government failed to staler to 
even the half-way mark, ai^yrt ano¬ 




ther general election was held in 1991, 
And once again, Prannoy Roy was cm 
the tube, playing the nation's most tele¬ 
genic ps^holctgist ever, once again. 

But even Roy's luck had tv run out 
some time. And sureenough, the Nara- 
shnha Rao govemmoit showed no 
inclination to commit political haraki- 
ri the way the two Janata regimes had. 
Not that it mattered, for by then Roy 
hadrelnvented himself as the anchor 
of The World This Week, a current 
affairs programme on Doordarshan 
which revolved around Indian and 
ftaeign news dips with Roy dc4ng the 
links. 

This format, however, worked only 
as long as Indian viewers didn't have 
access to the BBCs World Service and 
CNN. But once the satdlite revolution 
hit Hie country, we^-oki foreign 
nevs^ dips made little sense. But by 
then Roy was already on to his next gig 

These days his New Delhi Televi¬ 
sion (NDTV) does news bulletins on 
Doondarshan's national network, and 
has a current affairs programme on 
DD3. And though it has been said of 
Prannoy's tdeviskm persona that if he 
was any more laid-back he would keel 
right over, Ifoy still remains one erf the 
most skilM anchors on Indian televi¬ 
sion. And with 1996being an election 
year, it will be interesting to watdi 
now he re-packages himself. 
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SMiliaiia Maitia 
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She may be o(ie of the otost p(>w«ful 
women in De^ today, but MioUiana 
Bbartia began life in Calcutta. Those 
days, of couraev she was Shobhana 
Biiiia, dai^hter of industrialint K.K. 
Birla. 

9ie was educated by the Loreto 
nuns—oher father refused to 8«id her 
to Modem Hi^ SdHXil for fear that 
die would be treated as a Birla rather 
than fust another stud«it—and marri¬ 
ed ^yam Bhartia, theson of anoUier 
Marwaii Industrial house and moved 
to Delhi. 

But the Biila daughter only came 
into her own once ^e took over tlw 
reins at The Hindustim Times in 1987 as 
executive director (her designation 
changed toeditorial director two 
yeats ago). Those who were initially 
inclined to dismiss her as yet another 
socialite in duffon and pearls had to 
rductsoitly concede that there was a 
shrewd business head under tiiat 
impeccably-coifed hair, as a consequ¬ 
ence of wl^hprotits at the JfT have 
grown ten-fold over the last ten years. 

Running a newspaper, however, is 
not all that Bhartia does these daj^. 
Hindustan Times has entered into a par¬ 
tnership with the Pearson Croup and 
with TVB of Hong Kong (which is the 
biggest channel in the Far East) to 
launch a teicnnsion channel, which 
will offer entertainment programm¬ 
ing IcxMely based on the Zee and 
Metro Channel pattern. 

The HTV company has already 
been floated with Pradip Chanda (for- 
nnerly of the Gramaphone Company 
of India) as chief executive and Karan 
Thapar as head of programming, and 
1996 Will see Shobhana Bhartia laimch 
herself as a full-fledged media 
baroness. 

Cdtainly, Bhartia has done more 
ground work before the launch than 
anybody else in the television busi¬ 
ness. For one thing, HTV already has a 
cable netwwk in place to ensure that 
its programmes reach the viewers, 
and sinoe.Bhartia has cordiai relations 
with the Hindufas, it is unlikely that 
there will be any attempt to sabotage 
her project. 

How the channel will fare in the 
maelstorm of programming that is 
inundating the li^ian viewer remains 
to be seal, but with the resources of 
the Hindustan Times behind her, it is 
hard to see how Bhartia can go wrong. 


RttbyBImiaB 

9ie atxived ift India a taw, untrainecL 
odnor beauty queen <hav^ appa¬ 
rently, been crowned Mias Can^ 
India), determined to make it in sliow 
busing But Bhatia had cme advanta¬ 
ge over other sudi foreign-retumed 
aspirants: she spcdce Himi widiout 
the trace of an accent. 

This was uiulerstandalde. From the 
time Ruby was a little girl, her parents 
had been grocMning her for stardcnn: 
not in Hollywood ^ in Bombay. Bha- 
tia had even played aranall roieasa 
child star in a HMi movie, and was 
evidently hoping to nudce it big in the 
movies. 

But the Bombay film industry can 
be very crud to outsiders, and in the 
end, Bnatia decided to stick with televi¬ 
sion, a medium that she knew and lov¬ 
ed—and which loved her right back. 

In the beginning, she came across as 


agaucheif high-spirited teenager.fum- 
into swimmii^ pcxds with the 
likes of Gulshan Grover. But a few 
months into her run cm Oiannel V, 
Bhatia was transformed intoa diic, 
inqiecxably turned out woman in 
designer clothes (witii a littie help 
frirni make-up artist Cory Walia and 
fashion designer Rina C^ka). 

This trandormation in Bhatia'a 
appearance coincided with the trans¬ 
formation of Chaiuiel V itself. Beginn¬ 
ing Ufe as an MTV clone, the channel 
slowly became an up-market version 
of Chitrahaar, showing Hindi fUm 
songs all day long in such program¬ 
mes as Videocon Maangta Hai, BPL Oye 
and the Mescos Great Indian Manovai- 
gyanik Shpu>- And Bhatia, in turn, beca¬ 
me the Indian face of the channel. 

It was easy to understand why. 
With her cropped hair, gamine gocxl 
Icxiks, accented English and perfect 
Hindi, Rul^ was the best pe^n to 
bridge the cross-cultural divide with 
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her long, kn^ 

DutBhatiaistooambitioustobecon- 
tentwithchunungourveeiaypatter 
week after we^ She is aware of 

how much the camera loves her (and 
plays up to it quite shametessly) and 
will be moking for a new nde in front 
of it in 19%. 

S.P. Singh 

In his case, Ananda Bazar Patrika's 
loss was t^vision's gain. Singh, who 
first adiieved fame as the youthful edi¬ 
tor trf Raoraer.and was more recently 
the Ddhi bureau chief ot TTit Tefcjpaph, 
seems to have abandoned print for the 
more immediate appeal of TV. 

And going by his success on the 
tube, th^ was a wise move. Singh had 
nothing left to prove in print jour¬ 
nalism, and television is, after all, the 
medium of the moment. 




Not many print journalists, 
however, make tto transition with 
the land of grace that SP (as he is p(^- 
lariy known as) has displayed. Now 
andwring/Hittt roi%'s Hindi nei^ 
programme A 9 Triton Doordarshan's 
NatiiMial Network, Sin^ shows a ran 
grasp of the electronic medium. 

Not for him thesing-songintroduo 
tions, the staccato commentary or 
eventherigidposturediatinostlndi* 
anaiKhors adopt to mask their discom¬ 
fort in front of the camera. SP is 
relaxed, speaks in a oonversatiorud 
tone, moves easily in his chair, and is 
very well-dressed indeed, in natty 
suits and quietly tasteful ties. 

He, however, denies the foul 
rumour that he has taken to gelling his 
paying hair while on television. No, 
he says, that wet look is achieved by 
ordinary, contaminated D^i water. 

Gelled or not. Singh is rapidly emer¬ 
ging as the star of Hindi language tele¬ 
vision, and in 19% could well occupy 
the slot once exclusively reserved for 
Vinod Dua. 

Mallika Sarabhai 


She is ktKiwn variously as Vikram and 
Mrinalini Saiabhai's daughter, as one 
of the most accomplished dancers of 
India; an actress; a columnist and a 
publisher. 

But most recently, we have been wit¬ 
ness to a new avatar ot Mallika Sarab- 
hai's: talk show hostess. Her introduc¬ 
tion to the format was. apparently, by 
accident. Karan Hiapar was unable to 
do the Chat Show one particular week, 
and Mallika was asked to step into the 
breach. 

Sarabhai c^liged, and in style. Her 
maiden appearatKe on the talk show 
was admired by both critics aiKl vie¬ 
wers alike and after that Mallika's 
appearances on the pnigramme beca¬ 
me more and more frequent. 

But Sarabhai being Sarabhai could¬ 
n't be content with just standing in for 
Thapar. So now she will be hosting her 
own show on OD3, titled SpaAatsjf 
with Mallika. 

The problem with that, of course, is 
that the viewership of DD3—at the 
moment, at least — seems to consist of 
only a few hundred people. And Mal¬ 
lika's show may not get the kind of 
audience it deserves. 

But then, Sarabhai has always 
believed in playing against ftic odds. 
And who knows, she may well come 
out trumps yet again. 

Next week: Fashion, films 
and music 
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Sketohes 


POTTED fflSTORY 

What the chattering classes are talking about 
Thiswedc: The FenUna Miss India cmitest 


B egan life as: 

Femina's idea of 
choosing the 
flower of Indian 
womanhood to represent 
the country at beauty 
pageants abroad. 

Did it woilc?: Not really. 
Nobody paid much 
attention, largely because 
the Indian contestants were 
elimirrated in the first 
Touird itself. 

But things began to 
change: When Rita Faria 
was crowned Miss World 
in 1966 at the pageant held 
in Ixmdon's Lyceum 
Theatre, weanng a 
one-piet;e swimsuit. 
Swimsuit?: No, at the Miss 
India contest, participants 
were not asked to parade in 
swimming costumes. But 
when the ladies went 
abroad, they had to go 
through with the swimsuit 
round. Not surprisingly, 
most of them fared 
disastrously. 

Have things changed?: 

Yes. These days the contest 
begins with a parade of all 
the contestants in identical 
one-piece swimsuits. No, 
there isn't a bikini in sight, 
we're afraid. 

How are the winners 
chosen?: Well, nobody 
knows exactly. The official 
line is that the judges have 
to take both the physical 
and the (ahem!) intellectual 
attributes of the candidate 
into account while 
deciding the score. 

And do they?: It's difficult. 
After all, would you be able 
to judge how clever 
someone was by asking 
them who their 
favourite person was? Or 
even by getting them to tell 
you what they would do to 


make the world a better 
place to live in? 

So what do the judges do?: 
Apparently, very little. 
Critics of the show insist 
that the semi-finalists and 
the wiimers are decided 
before-hand, myytay. So, 
the scores awarded by the 
judges are merely an 
eyewash. 

True or false?: Depends on 


whom you're listening to. 
The organisers say that 
there is no question of any 
foul play. But Dimple 
Kapadia, who was a judge 
a fw years ago, 
complained when she 
found that one of the 
contestants whom she— 
along with the other 
judges—had rated very 
highly had been eliminated. 
Did it make any 
difference?; Yes. The 


contestant in question was 
recalled. 

Low poinb When Miss 
India Madhu Sapie blew 
her chances of winning the 
Miss Universe crovsm in 
Bangkok by giving what 
must be the stupidest 
answer ever (and some of 
the answers are very, very 
stupid, indeed). Ask^ 


what her priority would be 
if she became Prime 
Minister of India, Slapre 
said she would build a 
sports stadium. 

High point: When the two 
top-scoms in the Miss 
India pageant, 199.'), 
Sushmita ^n and 
Aish^arya Rai, went on to 
become Miss Universe and 
Miss World respectively. 
Career options: 'Ihe most 
popular is, of course, films. 


Beauty queens tumM 
actresses include, Zeenat 
Aman, Sangeeta Bijlani 
and Juhi Chawla. 

The one who fell through 
the loop: Pamclla Singh, 
since restyled as Pamclla 
Bordes, who was a House 
of Commons researcher 
before she was rumbled by 
a News of The World 
reporter- Bordes offered 


him sex for £ 500. The 
gentleman made his 
excuses and left, but the 
story appeared in the next 
day's paper. 

Have things changed: No 
way. After touring the 
world and getting lots and 
lots of presents, Ixith 
Sushmita and Aishwarya 
are back in India. And what 
do they intend to do? Why 
join the movies, of course! ■ 
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iRSI PE RSON 


ASHISH VIDYARTHI, Ihe 

National Avtard winnet for last 
year's best supporting actor in 
Covrttd Nihalani's CSohkaal, is 
the country's latest scran terror. 
This reel life villain, whose first 
film was l^azi, continues to win 
plaudits for his portrayal of 
Lanke^ m Za TV's 
Kurukshetfli. His pa^ion is 
death, since dying, twfals, has so 
many shades ana possibilities 
acting. The Kerala-bom actor is all 
set to conquer new heights 
through Bhai, where he will kill 
with a catapt^ and ap^ coats 
blade lipstidcfor sinister effects! 


TAThat is your idea of perfect 
V w kappiiiCBS? 

To be never really perfectly happy 
and al%vays to look forward to 
scmiething. 

Wkal is your greatest fear? 

Death of near ones. 

Who OT what has been 0ie greatest 
influence in )rour life? 

My father, Govind V>' lyarthL He is 
my dosest friend despite oiir age 
■difference of 55 years. 

What do you dislike most In others? 

People who don't have the courage 
to stai^ up for what they feel. 

What do you dfoUkc most in yonnelf? 

My propensity to gain wei^t 
What M yw most pieckius 
pos sess io n ? 

My feet cm the ground. 

What objects do yon always cany? 
Five hundred rupees and my car 

What makes you mcist depressed? 

Inequity. Meritorious peofde who 
do not mosive their dues. 

What do you dislike most on your 
appearance? 


What is 3foiir most 
piecioiis possession? 

' lli^ feet on the ground 



What is ypw sonree 
of smenance? 

Fpod^ifiendSr 
family^ in that 
Older daughs) 


My budding paunch. 
liVhat is your nreourite wotd? 
Mcmey. 

What is ycrar favourite Journey? 

To Korda, my hmnetown, with my 
wife. 

What is your favourite dream? 

1 don't dream. 

What is your nightmare? 

The day mynrus, Ramgopal Bajaj 
and Satyaefev Duhey, stop criticising 
me as an actor. 

What or who is flie greatest love of 
yottrliife? 


Acting. 

What is your source of sustenance? 

Food, friends, family—in that 
order (laughs). 

On wlut occasions do yem lie? 

^ JVhen avoiding the truth can save a 

What is your greatest regret? 

Not having coiKentrated cm 
mathematics. 

What has been ymir happiest 
moment? 

When I shared the news of having 
r^^ved the National Award with my 

What brings tean to your eyes? 

Anger and more anger. 

Hew do you iblax? 

By sleeping. 

What do you envy moyt in oflwrs? 

Simplicity. 

How would ]rou like to be 
remembered? 

Asa father of my pit^eny.' 

How would you luce to die? 

Breathless. 
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The Telegraph 

PoSTMORTE^^""““ 



Shammi Kapoor. Fascinated by Internet 


Cyber Fever 

■ To the la 3 mfian phrases 
like C 3 rber entertainment, 
cyber education, cyber 
shopping, cyber cafe and 
cybCT lifestyle may sound 
a bit bizarre, but once he 
gets hooked to it, a wide, 
new exciting world opens 
before him {'Getting 
Hooked', December 10). 

It is incredible that we 
can get any information 
that we may seek at the 
press of a button: From 
what is on at the New York 
Stock Exchange, to literatu¬ 
re, art, history, cinema and 
saence. 

\nd the information 
reaches us even before tele- 


t* Cyber will remain a 
curious concept for 
most people till it 
reaches them. 
Dipankar Koley, 
fhikra ( Htnvrah) 


vision or newspapers 
report it It is amazing 
what mixJcrn technology 
can achieve. 

Sumantra Ghatak, 

Calcutta 

88 I was really taken aback 
seeing the monk-like Sham- 
mi Kapoor on the cover fid¬ 
dling with computers. 
What a difference! The 
hero who gyrated to the 
tunc of Yahoo now the chief 


of the Internet Users Club 
ot India. 

Prahlad Aganval, 

NaJia 

Ml The cxiver story was 
most informative and pre¬ 
dicts correctly what lies 
ahead for India in the inhu¬ 
mation highway. 

But the Magazine did 
not mention the high cost 
of maintaining the system 
which needs an excellent 
telcxTom infrastructure. 
Vijaif Toolsidas, 

Calcutta 

■ Internet is actually going 
to take care of all our needs. 


My brother got marric>d last 
D^ember through Internet 

The matrimonial adverti¬ 
sement appeared in Inter¬ 
net's ScK.Ciilture Bengali, a 
bulletin board meant exclu¬ 
sively for Bengalis around 
the globe. 

The SC’B was started some 
time back by a group of 
young Bengali graduates 
and professionals settled in 
the US where Bengalis can 
discuss anything from 
Sunian Chatlopadhyay's lat¬ 
est album to Bengal's econo¬ 
mic problems 

Shubu Mukherjee, 

Calcutta 


I Christmas 
I Treat 

’ ■ The First Person on 
Santa Claus (December 24) 
was brilliant. The Magazi¬ 
ne really charmed its 
young readers for whom it 
was a big Christmas treat 
Dehashis Sen, 

Calcutta 

n This is the swond time 
the Magazine came out 
with a wonderful First I’er- 
son. The earlier one on the 
common man was witty 
and intelligent. 

This time, the one on 
Santa, became an instant 
hit with adults and 
children. It read almost 
like a real inters'ievc with 
Santa. 

Kaberi Uas, 

Calcutta 

Crossing 

Border 

■ Khushwant Singh's prai 
sc for Pakistan is Niund to 
infuriate many in the saf¬ 
fron camp ('Sarstm Da 
Saga', November 26) 

1 le may love talking 
about women and sex but 
he has always been can¬ 
did, liberal, outspoken and 
impartial, never hesitating 
to call a spade a spade 
Syed I'ttjdaar Bakht, 

Calcutta 
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THIS IS the concluding part of The Telegraph 
g:uide to the faces to w'atch out tor this year in 
cinema, fashion and music 
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Ihis u>eek, Seema Goswami lists those uorih 
watchiufj in movies, music and fashkvi 



last wedc, The Telegraph set out to list all 
those who would count in 1996. But space 
constraints being what they are, toe could 
only list those in politics, busine^lmdustry 
and television. This week, therefore, we 
write about the putative movers arid shakers 
in the worlds of movies, music and foshkm. 
And those for whom 1996 could prove to be 
the make or break year 

MOVIES 

Shah Rukh Khan 


The conventional wisdom in the 
entertainment business was; once a TV 
star always a TV star. The argument 
was simple—once people had 
watched you for free on their television 
screens in the privacy of their living 
rooms, they were not going to pay goixl 
money to see you act on the large screen 
in a tl^tre. 

It is to Shah Rukh Khan's credit that 
he managed to break that rule. 
Beginning his career with roles in such 
tele-serials as Fauji and Circus, Khan 
kx>ked fated to bi^me the Aluk Nath 
of his generation. But those who were 
inclined to dismiss him as just another 
pretty face on the idiot box had 
reckoned without Shah Rukh's burning 
ambition. 

Unkind .souls have been known to 
.suggest that the only reason Khan 
made the transition to the Large screen 
was because the tube was t<x» small to 
acoommodate his swollen head. But 
whatever the truth of that, Shah Rukh 
arrived in Bombay, all set to storm 
BoUy w(kk 1 with his mega-talent. 

His first release, Deeioann, was 
disappointing, as Khan floundered in 
his attempt to grasp the workings c;f 
Bollywood. But Shah Rukh — smart St 
Columbas kid that he is - - had soon 
worked out his USP. 

In an industry overflowing with 
chocolate-box i^e .stars, Khan wi.uld 
play the anti-hero. Not the villain, you 
understand, but a hero who had a dark 
side to his personality (but not dark 
enough to alienate the front-benchers) 

The strategy worked. Both Baazigar 
and Darr proved to be runaway 
box-office hits, and Shah Rukh was 
soon being talked about as the next 
number one. But even as Khan was 
celebrating his new-found status in the 
industry came the embarrassing failure 
of Anjaam, yet another movie where 
Shah Rukh played the 'bad' guy. 

Karan Arjun restored the balance 
somewhat, but it wa.s the mega-success 
of Dilwale Dulhaniya Le fayenge that 
really established Khan in the big 
leagues. After a hit that eclipsed even 




MAOttURI DIXIT 


the perttirmance of Hum Aap KeHatn 
Kiiun! there was no doubtiiig Shah 
Rukh's at the Ixw-offKv 

Strangely eniMigh, Khan's biggest hit 
(Dtiuiole) came when be was playing the 
kind of chocolate-box htw that he had 
always daimed to loathe— on 
indicabon, perhaps, that the day oi the 
anti-htm was Icmg over. 

Not that any of this really matters. 
Khan will continue to be offered big 
banners even if his next few releases 
bcnnb miserably, on the strength of the 
Ditunk ooUecbons alone. But 1996 will 
show whether Shah Rukh can sustain 
the impetus that his career received in 
the f»evious year. 

Madhuri Dixit 

This could prove to be a very tricky 
year, indeed, for the number one 
heroic in Bmbay (yes, she is sbll 
of the heap despite Ytmmiui). She may 
still be able toexecutethe 
bumh4nd-grind routine with rare 
reUsh, but ffiere's no denying that Ms 
Dbdt is gcttu^ on. 

Her smile is as sweet as ever, and 
M.F. Husain is very sweet on hir, but 



ffre first signs of middle-age spread can 
be seen on fiiat famous waist. In the 
Mere p^glMrd^ number, for instance, 
her stomal seems to have a life of its 
owiv jiggling in gay abandon even 
when Madhuri herself has come to a 
stm. 

Then, there is the problem of casbng 
As Dbdt begiiis to look more inature, it 
win be diffi^ to find heroes who can 
f4ay opposite her, and not look like her 
kid brothers. Shecsui get away with 
acting as Sanjay Kapcxir's love interest, 
but Akshay Kumar or Saif Khan? 

Forget it. 

Sridevi encountered the same 
proUem a couple of years ago, and had 
to lehictanlly accept voluntary 
retirement when tlie roles began drying 
up. Ntnv, erf course, she is back, looking 
much slimmer and younger (some say 
with a lot of help fr^ the plastic 
surgeon) and is working on a film 
calM Army with sever^ young heroes 
(induding Siah Rukh Khan). 

But tdhngly crKHigh, Sridexi plays 
the avenging angH, so there's n*.* 
question irf running around tartvs with 
young men who appear to be tin years 
younger than her. 

Madhuri may not be in tjuiti* the 
same kind of trouble, and she has a 
ample of big rt'leases lined up 
(induding Rajiv Kapcxir's Prem 
Cmnth). But if they failat Uu’hox-officv 
— or even do just moderately well — 
the Bombay hhn industry may well 
dedde that she is not the draw that she 
used to be. And with .such fresh talent 
as Urmila Matundkar and ManLsha 
KoiraLi around, who aiuld blame* them 
it th»*y derided to give Ms Dixit a miss'^ 

The actress realises this as well, and 
lias already begun making noises to the 
effc’cl that she would love to settle 
down abroad with a husb<ini! of her 
family's choia*. CM anirse, anotlur 
mega-hit would duingeall llvit, and 
Madhuri may continue to delight 
I iiis.iin and the hoi-polioi alike. 

Either way, tlus year will prov e ti i Iv 
iTucial in llu* life of the I k ilo Uvii girl 

Subhash Ghat 


The year started on ,1 very Kul ( vi.ts' 
b«id) note for this self-styled shov mar- 
of the* film industry. I niuui h tin ned > ait 
to be the turkey of all times, and < ,hai's 
reputation as a pnKlucei director l.ic in 
tatters. 

But those who know C,hai tx'licvc 
that the portly chief of Mukia Ails will 
soon bexjnee back I fe is aln',id v 
claiming that '] 'riniiirh Iws done 
remarkably well in the overstsis 




torritory (clearly, people in this country 
don't know a good thing when they see 
it). And in private conversation, he has 
been known to suggest tihat the flop 
was all Mukul Anand's fault. 

Ghai has now stakiKl his reputation 
on his torthcoming niovne, ShMuir He 
has cast Shah Rukh and Jackie in it. The 
musk' will be scored by A.R. Rahman, 
and that itself increases the chances of 
the film being a hit. And Ghai has 
•announced that this time he will be 
winding the megaphone himself rather 
tlian relying on hired help. 

Will this work? We'll find out later 
this year. ^ 

Uraiita Matondkar 

It is hard to recognise the inmvvnl 
young girl Masnom in her skillfully 
painted face. But then Urmila doesn't 
want anyone to remember her as a 
onoe-child actress. She'd much rather 
bi' known as the rising young star. 

And why not? That's exactly what 
she is, after the ama/jng performance of 
Rangeela at the box-office— not to 
m^ition Matondkar's equally amazing 




transfcRmation. 

Ckme is the gauchy, bekUy-dStessed 
heroine of An Gale Log/a (in whidi she 
starred q^posite Jugal Hansraj, who 
played hw half-tm«her in Masoom). 
And in her place stands a svelte, 
sophistkati^ y<’ung girl, showing her 
figure to best advantage in bustiers, 
swim-suits and the most revealing of 
minis. 

There are those who insist that 
Rangeela is just a flash in the pan. And 
that director RamCop^Verma wasso 
besotted by Urniila that he spent all his 
timeensuring that she stexxi out in the 
movie. Lei's see how wdl she does 
when her director's not in love with her, 
say these people. 

'This year will give us the answer to 
that question, is Urmila really the new 
sex symbol of the Hindi film industry? 
Or is she just a one-film wonder? 

Manisha Koirala 


For all erf 1995, Koirala was dc^txl by 
bad publicity. First, thc‘re were the 
stories about her drinking and aiming 
late on the sets. Then, the rumour mill 
went intooverdnve with talk that 
Mantsha had arrived drunk for 
shooting and had been sent back home 
by the director. 

Hven going abroad to escajie the 
attention of the gossips didn't help 
Even before Koirala had returned to 
Bombay, the film magazines were 
carrying stories about how she had got 
drunk backstage during a star nite and 
had fallen down on the stage' when it 
was time to perfcMrn her itnn. 

When the glossies weren't writing 
about her drinking, they were laying 
her love life bate. 'There was her affair 
with Rahul Roy that dic'd a premature 
death whem Roy went to the press with 
it. This was followed by a brief flirtation 
with Samir, a oiasin of Salman Klum. 

Then came Ranjeev Mulchaivlani, a 
mcxlel best known for his long affair 
with Mehr jesia. Ihe relationship 
ended messily, with the two trading 
insults in print. Manisha said that he'd 
been two-timing her with Aishwarya 
Rai and Ranjeev said...wcil, most of it 
was unprintableanyway. 

Unfortunately, amidst all this, 
people samried to lose sight of the fact 
lliat Manisha was turning in some very 
impressive perfonnances. She was 
probably the best thing about 1942, A 
hnv Stoiy, even though the film proved 
to be a disappointing failure. And 

Ikrmbay reinf^ed twr credenfials as 
one' of the finc'st actresses in flu- 
industry. 






There is some hope that Manisha will 
settle down in 19%, and treat her career 
more seriously than she has in the past. 
She is currently involved with Nana 
Patekar, who is years older than her, 
and appears to bea stabilising influence. 

Certainly, Koirala appears to have 
mellowed down and doesn't drink as 
mud\ (one story has it that Nana hit 
her in full view of everyone when she 
arrived on the sets drunk; it was appa¬ 
rently, love at first sight). 

Will that make her a bkter actress? 
We don't really know. But, perhaps, 
proximity to Nana will help. 

MUSIC 

Alisha Chinai 

She began life in the entertainment 
business as a Madonna wannabe. And 
in that limited endeavour, Chinai suc¬ 
ceeded beyond her wildest dream. In 
an interview to a foreign publication. 
Madonna confessed that of all the 
people who tried to sound like her, an 
Indian singer called Alisha came the 
closest. 

But Chinai has come a lung way 
since then. 1'oday, if Madonna is a 
regular on MTV, Chinai is a fixture on 
Channel V. Her Made In India video is 
.slH>wn .several times a day by the chan¬ 
nel, and Alisha now has fans in Bang¬ 
kok and Dubai as well as in Bombay. 

At least part of the credit for Chi- 
nai's success must go to her hu.sband 
Ra jesh Jhaveri, who produced her 
albums and market^ her as a 'Baby 
Doll'. But the marriage did not survive 
Alisha's success; the couple are now 
separated and may well divorce (appa¬ 
rently, Kajesh wanted a baby and his 
wife didn't). 

On ttte professional front, though, 
things appear to be going swimming¬ 
ly for Chinai. Her latest album has 
done good business, she has attained 
enou^ celebrity to feature on the 
Mrseo's Great Indian Manavaigyanik 
show, and she is in better voice than 
ever before. 

Hence, the general bewilderment 
when Alisha picked this moment in 
time to accuse music director Anu 
Malik of sexual harassment. The inci¬ 
dent, apparently, occured several 
years ago, with h^ik 'molesting' Chi¬ 
nai whm she refused his advances. 
Malik, of course, strenuously denied 
theallerations. 

Did TO sexual abuse really occur? 
Or was it merdy a figment of Alisha's 
artistic imagination? We may never 
know—it is, after all, just h^ word 



against his. 

But one thing is without doubt. The 
puUicity came in handy for Alisha 
just whm the hype around her album 
was fading. 

Nobody can, however, make a habit 
of such stunts without risking ones 
own credibility. And in 19%, Chinai 
will have to try and make it to the 
headlines on the basis of her music 
rather than hCT contribution to the 
cause of gender justice. 

If she succeeds in doing that, she 
may well become the Janet Jackson of 
India rather dian just anott^ Madon¬ 
na wannabe. 


Biddu 

He first hit the headlines in India 
when he scored the Qurbani hit, Aap 
jaisa koi meri zmdagi me ai/e. Sung in 
Nazia Hassan's fresh, if a little untrain¬ 
ed voire, the song proved to be a runa¬ 
way hit, and Biddu's reputation as a 
music director was established 
beyond doubt. 

The Qurbani triumph was followed 
by Diseo I~)eeuiane, a non-film album 
with Nazia and brother Zoheb as the 
singers and Biddu as composer. There 
were some who complained that there 
was a certain sameness to all of Bid¬ 
du's tunes, but who cared when the 
sales kept mounting? 

So, what happen^ ? Why did 
Biddu fade away from the Indian 
music scene after such a rave 
reception? 

Ii^ustry observers say that it was 
the failure of Star that fimshed him 
The Kumar Caurav film had music bv 
Biddu and playback by Nazia, but 
flopped at the box-office, anyway 

The music didn't do too well either, 
and Biddu went back to where he'd 
come from. 

Biddu's musical career had begun 
when as a young teenager he had paid 
his way through Europe by taking on 
musical engagements. But he hit the 
big time when he wrote the number 
one hit, Kung-Fu fighting forC art 
Douglas. His other hits included 
Dance little lady ly Tirui Charles and 
the disco version of I could hair dam ed 
all night. 

But clearly, the West can't hold the 
music director's attention for tiK> Img 



And Biddu is now back in India, sa>r- 
ing such albums as the popular Johnny 
Joker by Shweta Shetty. He has now re¬ 
mixed the Star soundtrac.. and re- 
released it. And the song Poim hrxwi, 
sung by Nazia Hassan, is already clim¬ 
bing the charts. 

Will Biddu manage tt> sustain this 
successful run in hLs second attempt to 
storm the Indian entertainment busi¬ 
ness? Or will he give up at the first hint 
of failure and he^ for foreign dimes? 
We should know the answer by the 
end of 1996. 

A.R. Rahman 

There isn't much you can say about 
Rahman that hasn't been said already. 
By now, everybody who can read 
knows that the music director wa.s 
bom Dilip Kumar Shekhar, the son of 
a South Indian music director. His 
father died young and the family con¬ 
verted to Islam. 

Rahman's musical career began 
when he was yet a boy. He used to 
play in Ilayaraja's troupe to supple¬ 
ment the family income But once his 
education wasaimplete, Rahman 
went on to cximposing ad pngles 
before Mani Ratnam gave him his first 
break. . 



Reams have already been written 
about Rahman's musical triumph in 
Aapi, followed by ttie even mme suc¬ 
cessful Bombay. And hisoross-over 
into Hixidi dnema with/IiRf,geeb, prov¬ 
ed that Rahman was equally go^ 
whatever language he was dealing 
with. 

By then, of course, he'd bridged the 
language divide anyway. Raja was the 
first bilingual film (it was dubbed into 
Hindi) to become a nation-wide hit, 
witii chief election coiiunissioner T.N. 
Seshan announdng that every Indian 
should see it. 

Raja’s success was ascribed to the 
patriotic theme; aSouth Indian gets 
kidnapped by Kashmiri militants; his 
interaction with them; his wife'sattem- 
pts to get him freed; and his eventual 
escape. 

But such jingoistic films are a dime a 
dozen in Jnd ia. So, why did Raja prove 
to be such a commercial success? 

The answer lies in Rahman's musi¬ 
cal genius as much as it does in Mam 
Ratnam's skill as a director. The songs 
of the film—particularly Choli si 
and RukminiRukmim —climbed inexo¬ 
rably up the charts. And the box-office 
takings increased at the same rate 

But while Bomhuy, Kadalan, 
Gentleman and Rangeela made Rahman 
an even hotter property than he 
already was, faint murmurs of disen¬ 
chantment could be heard in the dis¬ 
tance. Rahman was repeating himself; 
there was a certain sameness to all his 
songs; he liad run out ol inspiration; 
he took too long to scon^ the music; 
movies were being delayed on his 
account, etc., etc. 

There is some truth to all of this. 
Some of Rahman's songs suffer from 
being over-orchestrated, while others 
sound uncannily similar tu his earlier 
tunes. And even Rahman a>ncedes 
that he is repeating hiimelf. His defen¬ 
ce is: if other people make money by 
copying him, why shouldn't he do the 
same? 

Hie problem with that is self- 
evident. If Rahman fails to come up 
with something new, he onild all too 
easily firul hintself the flavour of last 
year. And 1996 could belong to someo¬ 
ne else entirely. 

Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan 

His father never intended him to beco¬ 
me a qawuvtl, even though the family 
had b^ steeped in that music form 
tor six ooiturics. Fateh Ali Klun want- 

Continued on page 26 







Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

ffl The sun in voui 

Anglo signiftes gams, 
a fatter pay packet, 
funding, investment, 
gaiety and sucialising 
Happiness of children and 
^andchildren, hosting 
dinners, parties, 
specchmaking, acting and a 
tremendous fondness for 
music and electninics are 
foretold 

Taurus 

April 21 — May 20 

K “i This IS the 

; appropruite time to 
, fuse pleasure with 
work, contai ts and 
contracts, money and honey, 
and very specially buying and 
selling Many of you will be 
ready for partnership, be it 
personal or stricth business 
['motional bonding and 
business corifai ts may not 
liecessiirih- go together 

Gemini 

May 21 — June 20 
i Visits, interviews, 

conferences, mei'ts. 
inauguration ot 
MSN factoiv 01 industre, 
a hou sew aiming oi moving, 
renov.itioii and vUvoration 
could well be on the .igenda 
The new moon does aetivate 
)ob opporlunitos, lamily ties, 
irips, meeting of minds and 
hearts Close .issciciations will 
he lorined 


Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

expensive time for 
ajljr Cancerians, so learn 
to like if A journey 
is in the offing and so is a )db 
offer. Love, birth/conception 
of children, research and 
education, new projects and 

C lans, hobbies and sports will 
c the mainspring of your 
existence, l.oans and funds 
will be ot great significance 

Leo 

July 21 — August 21 

H Yuii will work and 
play in equal 
measure, render 
and demand lustice 
in lull proportion Excellent 
chances to make a buck, go in 
for permanent benefits, bag 
new and fine assignments as 
well as deals. Do launch out 
and lunch out in style News 
ot a welcome nature will reach 
voii -shorllv 


Libra 

September 23 — October 22 
Long-distance 
rWE connections, 
publicity and 

_ publishing, acting 

and directing, a lot ot bohmd- 
the-scene activity are on the 
cards Take February t>-7 tor 
useful work if possible, as a 
more congenial climate foi 
operation and relationships 
will prevail You could be 
railed upon to aid the ailing 


Virgo 

AuguOT22 - 


September 22 


I I be 111 loans, joint 

! tinanrcs, buying and 
IMH..-..' selling, tracfing. 

Cl immission, insurance and 
bcnetiti, health scheme.s and 
security, funding and 
investing Parents, in laws and 
boss play a largei-than-lite 

F art now Lram to tolotate it. 

uckilv, friends will pilch in 
tor vou 




! October 23 — November 22 
i Fv B&' ^ gtiod time for a job 

I I sjjjjK j switch, loans, funds, 

! moving, getting youi 

j house in order, 

I planning a campaign, taking a 
I ma|ur decision, sibling an 
I important lease, aocument and 
I deal You may also apply for a 
; divorce or alimony, plan 
another marnage, or try 
marry'ing for the Hrst time. A 
week ot many pos.sibihfies 

Sagittarius 

November 23 — December 20 
I The lure ot distant 

SHfl places and pastures 

{ will be irresistible as 

I the sun hits the right 

! chord lor you Additions to 

I the family are likely. You will 
I be on the fast track' .-ind the 
I chances are kicks, kisses, legal 
; battles and new beginning in 
j the offing Amidst all of these, 

I the home too will be 
! thoroughly highlighted 
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Capricorn 

December 21 — January 19 
Focus on |ob and 
1 wol k once again 

[ I You will continue lo 

be imaginative and 
mighlv ambitious 1 he work 
vou pul in will have happy 
returns for long long time A 
|ob-swilch IS also lorclold, or a 
pay hike Diftrent projects 
will interest and excite you. 
Hard work, rewards and a 
change tor the better foretold 

Aquarius 

January 20 — February 18 

Best to get on to ads. 
ii WWfr i pamphlets, posters. 

! BHV’ i travel, shows, 
L3BL‘_1 publcity and new 
ventures Acting," publislimg, 
music and dec tronics also 
take up muvh ot your time 
Children, sports and hobbies 
give ample delight The lurk 
* of the draw will be with yi>u 
You can make it work loi vou 
Be generous 

Pisces 

February 19 — March 20 
I There will be outlets 

! for love. |ob, business 

\ and pnifessuin. It 

HT "TAi veil loti like taking a 
I'liancX', please do so Home 
and office, loo. w ill have their 
lull share of voiir energy, 
money and atfeiitioii Parents 
and in-laws will have iheir 
important say, whether you likl' 
It or not The second half of the 
week will bt‘ protitable 
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s the first workt-rs of Iho morning shift 
trudged towards the open factory 
gates, a taxi drew up beside them. 
Four men jumped out. 

"You can't go m " said one of them, 
barring the way of the workers. 

The workers rtvognised the four as 
office bearers of the factory union 

' 'Why’'' one asked th«' person block¬ 
ing his way, though he suspt“Ctt\1 he 
knew already In answer, the union 
official simply jerked his thumb back¬ 
wards at the other thrtv men whi» had 
come with Jiim. 

Two had scaled one of the pillars on 
either side ot the huge w'rought iron 
gates and was sitting on top of it. One 
held a short stick with a small rec¬ 
tangular red flag on if and the other 
passed a rope around it and all around 
the pillar so that it was held upright 
tightl}'. Then he tied it into a knot with 
two quick hitches that displayed 
much practice. Taking a knife from his 
pricket, he flicked it open, cut the rope 
and both men jumped down to go 
across to the other pillar to pul up a 
similai flag. 

The fourth man was standing in 
front of the pillar to the left of the gate. 
He had several rolls ot paper in one 
hand and a can with glue and a brush 
in the other. 1 le unrolled one sheet, 
smeared the glue on the back of the 
paper and slapped it on the pillar. Car¬ 
efully he smoothened it with his hand 
so that it was stuck flat. 

The small group of workers ncMr the 
union official could read it from 15 fet't 
aw’ay 

"Strike." 

The red letters stcxid out boldly. 
Below it was written in smaller size 
"KapCo Industries workers on strike. 
Meet our just demands." By then, the 
second roil of paper had also been past¬ 
ed next to the strike poster. This said, 
"Our Demands." It listed 32, ranging 


from higher salaries to incrt'osed over¬ 
time allowance and ended with "rick¬ 
shaw fare for all Avorkers from nearest 
bus stop to lactory gate." This last 
point had aroustsi considerable tieba 
te among the union officials since the 
bus stop at which most workers alight¬ 
ed was about 50 le<*t from the factory 
gaU>. However, it w'as tinally included 
as one oi the bargaining chips to be giv¬ 
en away to the management during 
the hectic negotiations that would 
doubtlessly lollow' 

The number of w’orkers had rapidly 
sw'elled as more people arrived to 
report for work. They saiv the flags 
fluttering, the notices pasted, and null¬ 
ed about restlessly They grinned at 
each other in excitement mixed witli 
uncertainty and some anxiety. Certain¬ 
ly it had been building up to this for a 
month, ever since Prabal Kumar had 
arrived at the same gate and deln ered 
a speech that suddenly showed them 
how much more they could get for 
their labours But still, it was one thing 
to talk, even to demonstrate and raise 
slogans, another to actually strike. 

And hadn't the maalik been good to 
them? Hadn't he after all been like one 
of them, starting his career as a man 
who rode his bicycle through Delhi, 
selling the utensils piled behind him? 

True, if this fellow I’rabai could get 
thc*m even halt of what he had promi.s- 
ed they would bn* getting three times 
their current wages, but supposing it 
didn't work? And then, what were 
they supposed to live on while the 
sti ike was on? 5k> when the union offi - 
da! barring their way sensed their 
uneasiness and raised the cry ot 
"Izjng live Prabal Kumar", their res¬ 
ponse was feeble 

Quickly he changed the slogan. 

"We demand our rights," he 
shouted. "W'hat do we demand?" he 
asked. 
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This time their shout was mt»re full 
throated. "Our rights," they said 

"What do we demand?" he shouted 
again 

"Our nghls " This tim«* it was a roar. 

"Our rights " He chanted and they 
picked up the refrain, "Our rights, our 
rights, our rights " The roar continued 
and grew in volume as more workeis 
arrived 

The guards at tiie tactory gates who 
had been waiting to sis; if any ol the 
workers would break ranks and enli'r 
the tactory, began to push tlie heavy 
gates shut. The workers sav/ the gall's 
begin to close inexorably and began to 
chant even louder Tlu' loudness of 
their voices, the sense of solidant\, 
oven the hypnotic rhythm ol I heir 
I'lwnt gave them a feeling ol 
confidence 

Yet when the gales shut with a 
clang, every one of them flinched, mid 
in their hearts there was fear hecausi' 
all of ihi'iTi knew ot strikes that had tai- 
It'd, where workers had lost lerrtblv, 
vet Ihc'v alsii kneiv ot many i ases 
when they had won greatly So they 
chanteil I'vt'n louder, bt'cause U'm 
with the closing i»( tht' gates the Kittle 
liail begun I low long it woulil go on, 
what sacnfict's would have to be 
made, they didn't know, hut thi-vdul 
know that they were jirt'pari d to tight 
fi'ras long, as ii took to gc'l as manv of 
then Jemamls as they could 

Thi' hi'ad of Kapt'o's sc'ciinty, C ap- 
tain A S Smgh, who had |ojned the 
company after retiring from the army, 
lovikt'd at the chanting mob through 
Anurag Maihur 


the grilled window ot his office adjac¬ 
ent to the gatc^. I ic hcHd a telephoni' 
ri-ceiver in his liands and sptike to tiu' 
manager of the faeory, I,al Verma, 
who was ill his officeliaving readied 
tliat morning half an hour before' the 
first workers 

"Sir," said Singh, "it's begun. No 
one broke ranks and I have shut the 
gales before they decidixi to come in 
and cause violenci'." 

"Has their been any violence yc'f'' 
asked Verma. 

"Not yet, sii They are simply rais¬ 
ing slogans " 

"Is I’arbal Kumar there’'’" asked 
Verma. 

"Nci sir, only his assistants 1 le mav 
come later in tht'day when thi' men ot 
the .sei ond shilt have also arrived " 

"He may indeeti," thought Verma 
sardonically "Hecertainlyenjovs the 
larger audience than a singli' shift 
crowd " 

He picked up a dial-less telephone 
on his de.sk, an instrument plugged 
into tlie hotline that connei'ted the tac 
lory at Karidabad to 1 )cllii "tlot me 
KapiHir sw/iifj," lie told tlie tactory 
operator 

Koronce the hotline was working 
and Verma W'as soon talking tci Mr 
Sundei 

"Seih/i IS deling his prayers," sriid 
Mr Sunder "Is it important enough to 
disturb him?" Mr Sunder controlled 
access to Mr Kapoor at his house vinii 
he wasn’t about to let any of the execu¬ 
tive's torgc'l it. ewen if they outranked 
him 


"it IS," said Verma curtly 
"Perhaps I can pas.s on the iiic'ssa- 
ge," suggested Mr Sunclei, wlic. leally 
didn’t like Verma vc'rv inuih " You 
know 1 am the fust person he sees 
every morning " 

"Gcxid" saici V'i'rina 'Kindlv tell 
him the workers have g,one on strike 
and we have shut the l.u tory gates " 
"I'll get him on the* pli->iie riglit 
away," said Mr Sunder who had long, 
ago learned it wi vr not to be the i ar- 
rier cif bad news 

T he phone trilli'd on the table just 
outsidt' the littk' pr.-iyrT room Rain 
Avlar Kapoor had built in an ,iU ove 
insidt' his bi'dronm The little i ubicle 
was dark and nearh’ bare in loiitrast 
to the opulence iit tlu' test of itie 
bedroom 

On a small table covered liy a white 
cloth were three picture's, one of I ak.sh- 
mi, the goddc*ss of prosperity, one of 
Shiva, thcdi'Stroyer and i urmuslv, a 
little to one side, a black and white 
coloured pu tun’ ol Kapoor's wife 
who hail dll'll IS years ago 

The photograph had bi'en taken 
when she had on!)’ had a lew wei-ks to 
live alter a battle with lancer that had 
last«i tor a long \ ear fhe suffi'ring 
and pain had nitirked Iut tace and 
iht're weri' lines that Iciokecl like they 
had been drawn with a pen, particular¬ 
ly since her skin looked so pale and fra 
gileastobctransliici'iil It was a laeeof 
great gentleness, ot si>nieone wlto had 
.seen much agony but borne it with cou¬ 
rage The eyi's had a warmth and kind¬ 
ness to them that came through even 
in the photograph 

Kapoor had nearly worshipped her 
when she was alive and he actually 
did so now that she w.is di-ad As 
usual, every morning, ho was thinking 
of her, ju.st as he had every day on wak¬ 
ing tor the last 18 years since she had 
dii'd He sometimes wondered il the 
pictures of the other deities weren't 
just an excuse tci let him pray in Iront 
of her photograph 

He couldn't remember a time whem 
he hadn't known her I heii tamilise 
wore neighbours in one ot tlie little 
alleys of I,ahiire and when she was 
born and he was .i mere five years jild, 
their parents bad di'Cided that the 
childri'ii should bt' married Uiler 
When he was 17 and she ' ? the\ had 
been wetldt'ti Immedi.itcly tl'i'reatter 
he had gone away to stuih .it a ci'llege, 
but belure that there had bis'ii \ ears ot 
watching, growing, ot pla\ mg w itli 
her,"l can lemcmber you wetting me 
when I fust jnekt'd von up.' he used u» 
tea.sehei inlatei years, 'liow many 
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nearly all his time to the company, but 
there had been an unbndj;eable 
chasm between them "It doesn't mat¬ 
ter," thought Kapoor, "strong as he 
learns enough to keep the company 
moving when I'm gone That will be 
my wav ot being remembered " But 
lirst he had to make sure that KapCo 
survived this crisis 

Kapooi cariMulIv combed the last 
remaining strands ot hair i>n his head 
and went out. a medium sized figure 
lending to plumpness, bespectacled, 
m a blown satan suit. He walked 
down the torndor to A|ai Vir's room, 
knocked and walked in His son was 
read V to leave ,nid looked surprised as 
Kapoor sa! dow'n 

'It-.' tarh-d," s.iid Kapooi. 
j "1 he\'ve gone on strike Tellme, 

1 which ol the three H's should we use?" 
"It's probabiv wise to bnbt' I’rabal 
Kun.aras well .is the workers," sug¬ 
gested AiaiVir "It's too late to butter 
' them and we don't have the kind ot 
! iiimd n\|uired to Iry and bash 
! aiivone 

I Kapoor noddiil Fhe boy's logic is 
i sensible iu'thought, but good sense 
I iK'vei bloke a strike 
1 I a! lier and son walked out to the ear i 
j rh.u would lake them lo the laetory 
1 .Hid a. knowledged theihaufteu.'s 


salute, They sat back a.s he started the 
car and drove aw'ay, 

C hns woke up an hour later as the 
smell of hot tea filled his room. 
The servant w'lio had brought the tea 
tray slipped away. Chris sat down by 
the window, sipping his tea, a habit he 
had picked up in India. He beheld Mr 
Sundei coming towards him and brac¬ 
ed himselt 

"They have gone on strike," inform¬ 
ed Mr Sunder. "I do not know what is 
lo become of this country when it is 
full ot such wretched people. 1 think 
there are no strikes in America." he 
announced "That is how the country 
lias become so great Hut India will go 
to dogs with such scoundrels 1 am tell¬ 
ing to you." 

An old woman dressed m a fian 
silently entered anil began to dust the 
room. She was, Chris had learned, a 
lady called Tai by everybixly, whicli 
means Father's elder sister She had no 
discernible role as tar as ( hris could 
sw, but was kept on smi e she h.id 
lieer with the family tor ye.irs .iml had 
prachcally brought up A)ai Vir chirng 
ills mother's long illni'ss and the- 
re.itler whenever he c.inu- home on 
va aiioiis. 

Chris had found the preseinc ot ser 










vants pervasive and irritating but he 
liad learned how much easier life beca¬ 
me with them around. 

Mr Sunder was still hovering near¬ 
by, clearly ill at ease 

"I am reading lots about America," 
he said finally fidgeting "Hut 1 am ni>t 
finding any reliable magazine. Are 
you having any?" 

"Well, nothing immediately," said 
Chris, "but 1 can gel some. Which one 
do you want?" 

"Anything good," said Mr Sunder, 
"Something about social affairs to 
give me really true picture." 

"Well, maybe I could get you 

They do a lot on sixial 

affairs " 

"No, not that way. I am meaning 
some re.illy social magazine that will 
give me true picture " He shuffled his 
feet and looked penetratingly out of 
the window 

"Such as?" enquired Chris. 

"Oh," said Mr Sunder very casual¬ 
ly, "I am he.inng lot many things 


about .social magazines like Playbrn/ 
and Ferfthouse. Of course, I am never 
seeing before," he began to mumble, 
his spectacles shining. "But if you are 
having 1 will take to my friends who 
are wanting to know, (it course, I am 
not interested, but for sake ol my 
friends I am asking." 

"Naturally, ot course" soothed 
Chris. "I am sure yoiii friends will be 
interested, 1 don't have any right nov\, 
but I'll see what I can do." 

"Of course you are not menhoning 
this to A|ai Vir, I liope He may be not 
understanding." 

"Naturally not," agreed Cliris 
"1 hope," said Mi Sunder 
iinvioubly, "you are not thinking ah 
Indians arc wanting to see all such 
magazines. 1 am only asking toi sake 
of some friends You are not thinking I 
hope that all Indians are like tins ' 

"No, of course," reassured ( Iii l-, 

"In fad I don't oven llnnk ol Indians as 
being different from me I itisl think nf 
Indians as being Americans who.M 
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ever 'icvn lo In- lih* t lo \v,is .ilso in .i 
dilemma, becaii'«e lie .sensed lluil s|u' 
reciprocated his inten-st Hovvecer, 
there was the small matter of A|ai Vii 
and the jiossible tepuittission on their 
busines.s arrangement il matters g«.)t 
out of hand Also, h.e didn't know 
what the other ramifications w'ould be 
if news of an affair leaked out Would 
he have to marry her? Would Ajai Vir 
shwt them botfi^ He was planning lo 
raise the subiecf in an indirect way this 
lime when she came to lake him on \ et 
another sighl-seeing trip around 
Delhi These ewui sums had the full 
blessings of Ajai \'it who saw it as a 
gixxf way lokeepfhrisinlertained, 
which dutv he vv'otild have had to p<‘r- 
form othrrwi.se 

Ciiriss.iu the g.ites open and Kalpa- 
na's red Nt.miti appeart*!! I le went 
out and ihev do'vc avvav 

"W'here lotliis time'’" he enquired. 

"We're going to see the Qutub 
Minar. Il^ a tower dial was built for 
.some reason or the other and it's really 
very interesting." 

Chris braced himself for the wild 
chariot race th.it w a^- the normal 1>-Ihi 
14 


tralficand throughout thendc kept 
pressing imaginarv hriikes K.ilpana 
notiic'd It again and laughed at him 
"You're an ovei-protecli'd ..mk," 
she giggled "1 oil'll have to le.iin I. ■ 
think Ill terms o! missing the other cai 
by millimeters rather than yards hki' 
j you do It'squitesafe I've nei erhad 
j an accident" 

Chris ungritteil his teeth and Hied 
to ealm down He became more a waie 
of herproMinitv and theperliimeslie 
leas wealing Kalpann's hand t'rush 
ed h's leg everylinu’ shechaiigid 
giMis "’I'his, Chiis thought, "is 
unbeaiable I low evai tlv should I 
broach lhesiili|ect" 

W ’hen 'hetjiitub Minai, ■! nniiarel 
seveial hundred feet in hi-ight 
came to \ ii iv, he was struck bv 
inspiration 

"i.foesn'l If look,' he asked, "like 
some guy with the world's most seve¬ 
re ca.se ol hard on?" 

Kalpana laughed, "I've seen bet¬ 
ter" bhelookcil him in the eye 
Thev were walking towards the 
base of the tower, "i low's that’ ' ask 


ed Chris "1 alwMvs thought Indian 
girls were virgins till Ihi'v got 
mai ril'd " 

"That was m anothei u ntiiry 
riiday almost no one is And one or 
two Lxperu'iices don't re.illy loiinl " 

"1 ou me.m they have tlicii (iin, gel 
married iind become good, lailhful 
wive.s 

"Ciood yes, failhtul no." 

"What does that mean." 

"II means the fun ri'allv stalls .liter 
they get married " 

"You're joking'’" 

".Not ri'ally'" 

ou mean 1 have a cluince with 
Indian girls '' 

"()l course Moie ihan Indian men." 

"Why?" 

"necau.se you are safe. You wen't 
tell youi Inends about it and a giil 
won't lose her reputation. Besides 
you'll return home and there won't be 
any complications later." 

"I'm shocked " 

"IXin'l be. It's all quite civilised " 

"What if the husband finds out?" 

"Usually they never do. And oven il 
they do, so what’ 1 hey're usually hav 




ii L>oDa'5JMsfJnt' 


ms* on lln'ii suk- 

■'Ani.j/inj> Hill il imisi K'.imnnj; 
the <.‘iiu*niilv " 

■'Wi’ll \'i*s, hilt iilMi.inmnj; tin- ponr- 
fst peopli'. And I'viMi till' iniddU'i l.i'is 
IS L'.'! ;hinj; up riu’ unlv rule is 'I ><m't 

Rrtiiuij;lit.indd»)n t t.iusi-.isi-.indril 

"I think vuu hi'lIt’r sloji Yoii'ri'j;i\ - 
inp, me ideas " 

“I eertainli, don't intend to " She 
i;ave him a hall smile 

1 hey reached the base ol the tower 
but Chris wasn't lealh pavinj; atten¬ 
tion Thev diililiillv ciiiumnavif;ated 
it and then went to see a nearbv iron 
pillar that was a metaliur};ical marvel 
sim e it hadn't rusti-d toi centiii les des¬ 
pite being c\]X)sed to tlie elements 
Chris couldn't concentrate iiii that 
either Kalpana brushed .igainsi him 
and giggled again 

"You're starting to look like the iron 
pillar yourself," she said innix'ently. 
"Whatever could be the matter?" 

"Nothing, nothing, I was just think¬ 
ing that you realty live in an am lent 
castle." 

"I see. Old casth's excite you, do 
they?" 


"Absolutelv,' sail! C'hris, regtiining 
control ot himsell "do vou ha\ e pn to 
ri's ot the place?" 

"rrobably, but thev're loi ked up 
somewhere. You siiie ^■ou want to see 
them’" she leased 

"Howevei distastelul the |ob, dut\ 
isdutvasllitlei usedlosa\ 

Thev walked back to the lar and 
went to her apartment. 

"Would vou like s(ime w ,itei ■" She 
askett as she opened the door 
t'hris reacheii '>ul loi hei .is the\ 
.steppiil in.side and she came into his 
arms "I would like\'oii, 'In said as 
the\ embraced 

I ater whenthe\ bothkn back nak¬ 
ed and exhaiisied, he noticed w ith sui 
pnse that tlu'v hadn't even m.ide it till 
the bc'duHim. 1 le was also surprised 
bv her .skill 

"Y(»u .ind A)ai Vir must be piactis 
ingthisijuilca bit " Heclux ked to sec 
it she was liispleased 
"Sort of," she slrelehixi langmi 
rously "Though I ha\’i' a strict rule ti ir 
him'.' 

"VVhkli is’" 

"Onlv above the waist and belovc 


ibe knees ' 

Chr)>- l.iLiglied 'Win ’’' he blevc on 
.1 strand o( wet hair a< n'Ss her cheek 
"t >h, gvH>d Indian girl and all that 
\ I'll know Sac mg nivself for mv wed¬ 
ding I'.ight -\nd not a word .ilxiut this 
tioni \oii ^liegrabbed .i diunk oMiis 
hair 

"Ow ,ow, iika\ St out's luinoiir ' 

She let go .uid got up .tietchmg 
"She's gorgeous, ' llnMiglU L hiis 
desire stn t mg again 

■'Not m>w ■ sire said slapping 
arv.rr'his iiutsiieliTitxl hand " Time to 
I get b,ick ' 

"N es Meins,ihib, " ihtnie.ht Chris 
■ Tr'edoni-nrr ilutv'' lie thought with 
surprise II s as though 1 vc beer. 
u-.etl Shew.isn t inviv'ved t motional 
Iv. I was )usi a usi'lul. well, ttioP" 1 le 
grinnixl sauicinu alK tti himsell 'Hut 
william I loiomplaiii'’" he thought 
complaienlh, reinemlx'rmg the last 
liali hour 

She ill lire him back to the house 
' 1 hope I'll see \ 0 u soon’" a.sktxi 

t hris 

Mar be ' she s.nd i asuallr She 
di ore off ■ 
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Event 

BUREAUCRATS 

RULED 

At the recently concluded Internutional Film Festiral 
in Delhi, says Amita Malik 



The inauguration of the film festival 


I t began with Zhang Yimou's 
Shanghai Trmd and ended with 
Antonioni's Beyond the Clouds. A 
perfect beginning and end to Indi¬ 
a's 27th International Film Festival 
held this time in Delhi. 

But alas, it is what goes on in bet¬ 
ween that really matters. And since 
this is a government-run festival with 
the film industry contributing neither 
money nor management expertase, the 
total number of gaffes and evidence of 
mismanagement only mount with the 
years. Specially when it is held in 

18 


Delhi with politicians and bureaucrats 
grabbing the maior share of the spoils 
and the film buff is left practically in 
the buff. 

Most of the major film feshi als are 
inaugurated with a brief speech of wel 
come by the city mayor and an equally 
brief introduction by the festival dirt'c- 
tor. The jury is also presented with 
dignity and impresses everyone with 
their stature. But not here. 

The minister of state, the chief mini¬ 
ster, the secretary of information and 
broadcasting, the director of festivals 


all dominate the stage and the chief 
guest who is usually someone from 
the industry hardly known in interna¬ 
tional circles, adds to the lengthy— 
ii.sually ghost-written — speeches 
which repeat all the highlights of the 
festivals, its statistics and uniformly 
mispronounce the natnes of foreign 
guests. On paper, each speech never 
lasting more than one to five minutes, 
is timed to the second. 

But this year, as before, they took a 
full hour and Tejeshwar ^ngh, the 
very competent compere who had 




already given all the highlights, thesta- 
tistlcs and the names correctly pro¬ 
nounced, seemed to have wasted his 
time. 

T he same procedure is followed for 
each and every opening. Biplab 
RoyChowdhury'sNirfwciiflnfl, the ope¬ 
ning film for the Panorama, was held 
up for 45 minutes by long-i^nded 
speeches while the impatient audien¬ 
ce squirmed in their seats. Biplab 
spolU for hardly a minute. 

The press and media, supposed to 
cover the opening function for the mor¬ 
ning editions, gets seats in the extreme 
left comer and never gets near the film 
celebrities for spot interviews and gets 
hopelessly outnumbered by all the 
female ushers dressed like brides, 
who form a clo.se circuit round the cele¬ 
brities and jostle each other to get on to 
the TV cameras 

In fact, they are only outnumbereil 
by the announcers for each film who 
strut across in high-heeled shoes, back¬ 
less blouses and ru.stling silks, with 
bosoms thrust forward like pouter 
pigeons and eke out their lines as long 
as they possibly can. They cannot 
memorise even two or three lines and 
when the cameras are on they also 
read out long synopst's of each and 
every filmand thebio-dataof thediroc- 
tor although this is already in the bro¬ 
chures and the festiva' bulletin. 

Some announcers, like Sheila Cha- 
man, address even the mo**! eminent 
foreign personalities by their first 
names on stage. Her crowning 
moment was when .she was introduc¬ 
ing the director of F.rntic Tain. After 
intrciducing her, she asked cheerily, 
"Arc yon erotic?" 

Among the biggest disasters ot the 
festival were the conducting ot the 
several daily press conferences under 
the auspices of Press Information 
Bureau. This year they selected a timid 
little bahenji probably because of her 
seniority since there .seerntn.! little else 
to recommend her. She was, not surpri¬ 
singly, from the ministry of agncultu- 
re and it is an index of her lack of alert¬ 
ness that she was ignorant of the fact 
that Balram Jakhar had been 
dethroned. 

S he seemed largely voiceless and 
kept on pointing a pencil to those 
whQ wanted to ask questions. They 
went right ahead and asked questions- 
as and when they wanted and hang 
the queue. Although tutored by des¬ 
pairing experience film critics to ask 
the most persistent and largely 
unknown questioners to identify 


themselves, she failed at that too. And 
as the loudspeakers from the Open 
Forum across the road infiltrate into 
the press conference, she at first did 
not notice and then failed to get them 
toned down. 

However, her real moment of glory 
and that of the festival Came when, 
after every minor Ram, Shyam and 
Jadu had been given a solo press confe¬ 
rence immediately following their 
film, three major northeastern direc¬ 
tors, Jahnu Barua, Aribam Syam Shar- 
ma, Bhabcndra Nath Saikia, both inter¬ 
national and national award winners 
and Jwngdao Bodoso, the brave 
maker of the first Bodo film, were lum- 
jx»d together in a hastily-summoned 
press ainference at the very end, long 
after their films were over. 

As they made their individual 
strong protests before w’alking out, 
the lady from agriculture first murmu¬ 
red that it was because there w'as no 
lime. Then that they had been difficult 
to locate (all were festival guests at the 
festival hotel) and, finally, that the pur¬ 
pose was to put the fiK'us on the 
northeast 

As if all this were not bad enough, 
the official festival bulletin, this time 
produced and edited by ancither wing 
ot the ministry of information and 
broadcasting. Advertising and V'isual 
I’liblicitv, carried a review of a 
Malavalam film officially selec'ted for 
the Indian Panorama and described it 
as "dull and boring" although the offi¬ 
cial bulletin is supposed to be purely 
factual. The outraged director, T V. 
CTiandran, also pointed out angrily 
that the foregin press and delegates. 


for whom the Panorama is a vista of 
exposure, were taken on a sight¬ 
seeing tour of the Qutab Minar and 
other monuments when this film was 
being screened. 

One of the reasons why film festi¬ 
vals are held is to encourage trade and 
commerce. Bandit Queen, after all, was 
made internally and commercially 
because it got rave notices at Cannes. 
But here at our festivals, it is mainly 
NRIs who lap up Indian films for over¬ 
seas and local distributors who made 
a bid for the more steamy foreign films. 

A market is a market, nevertheless, 
and the National Film Development 
Corporation, which does very poor 
business at foreign festivals, had 
however, provided an annual outlet 
tor Indian films over the years. This 
year, the Film Festival Directorate 
emtered into a sordid and self- 
defeating dispute with the NFDC and 
denied its’ usual small but very strate¬ 
gically placed slot on the Sin Forf 
lawns adjoining the auditoriums. So 
there was no market at all at the festi¬ 
val and several foreign buyers went 
on television to express their disap¬ 
pointment and anger at being depriv¬ 
ed ot an amenity for which they had 
eome a long way p.t great expen.se to 
Delhi. 

hen to the much hyped but disastr¬ 
ous competition section F.very 
opportunity was availed of at every 
possible function by the minister 
downwards lo proudly point out that 
after years, when competition had 
been stopped because of the poor 
quality of films, it had been restored 


Festival director MaNi Sahay; chairperson of the jury, Jeanne Moreau; filmmaker 
B.R. Chopra; I and B minister, P. A. Sangma and filmmaker Ramanand Sagar at 
one of the screenings 
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Director Sayed MIrza chats with newcomer Mayuri Kango at the festival 


and with a fashionable Asian slant 
Now even the most ardent feminist 
cannot in all conscience claim that 
Asia IS truly over-populated with 
women directors. The directorate 
almost literally crawled to get the entr¬ 
ies into low two figures. 

A distinguished colleague from the 
most distinguished .south Indian 
English daily, with whom 1 have cover¬ 
ed many of the best foreign festivals 
came to me in-between and at the end, 
almost literally tearing his hair. 
Because against my advice, ho had con¬ 
scientiously allotted himself daily 
coverage of the competition films 
while his delighted younger collea¬ 
gues watched the foreign pom and a 
few outstanding films. "After all," he 
had said to me, great trouper that he is, 
"the most important part of a festival 
is the competition," with memories of 
Cannes, Venice and Berlin, not to 
speak of Montreal. "Never, never," he 
wailed, "have I seen such rotten films." 

I believe that Jeanne Moreau, the dis¬ 
tinguished chairperson of the jury, 
conveyed more or less the, .same senti¬ 
ments to the festival authorities, and 
recommended that next time there 
should be preliminary weeding out of 
sub-sbndard films. Ala.s, many of 
them came from India. Never was 
such a distinguished jury asked to 
choose such undistinguished films. 

No wonder that the ever tactful and 


former Cannes festival grand jury 
chairperson Jeanne Moreau said at the 
presentation that the jury had bypass¬ 
ed technical excellence and laid more 
stress on gfKid themes. Obviously, 
Indian women directors could not pro¬ 
ve even that. Nevertheless, so anxious 
were the feshval authoritit's to yield to 
pressure from higher authorities, that 
they even admitiwl an Indian film 
which was de.scribed variously by 
film exports as 'laughable" and "a 
poor student cx».ercisc". 

Furthermore, it was listed in the 
Panorama as a non-feature film and in 
the competition as a feature film, 
although it did not fulfil the strict con- 
dition laid down by FI APF, the interna- 
.tional accredition body in Paris, that a 
feature film in competition must be of 
a minimun of 60 minutes. But, never 
say die. The same film is going to the 
Bombay festival as a documentary. 

Yes, the festi'-al had some outstand- 
ing films together with expected tri¬ 
via, although the retrospectives were 
so many and so overladen, that genui¬ 
ne film buffs bit their nails in anguish 
missing many of them, although some 
of the fet retrospectives ran to empty 
houses at commercial cinemas. Typi¬ 
cal of Delhi. In Calcutta they queued 
overnight for Godard. 

That the directorate cannot manage 
the simplest of functions was proved 
by the disastrous lunch at the no 


I doubt picturesque DilU Haat which 
I had none of the orderliness of its real 
S rustic counterparts. This lunch is 
g always open house tor the junior staff 
of the ministry, and a very kind 
thought but they had brought along 
entire pint families, grandmas, babies 
and all. 

Queues were broken and a fat lot of 
use they were when the kebabs were 
at one end and the rumali rotis at ano¬ 
ther. Food rapidly ran short and seve¬ 
ral foreign guests as well as your 
columnist left hungry. Also, for some 
odd reason, one could not get tea on 
the Siii Fort lawns, only coffee, v-ery 
weak and diluted. 

1 end. as every festival in I'X’lhi 
K'gins and ends with their august and 
o\'erwhelniing presence, with the 
bure.iucrats I laving seen the uncenso- 
ird version of HainUt Queen, 1 wanted 
to see if the cut version in the festival 
had harmed the film. I did not even 
alUnitpl to get into the delegate and . 
press siniw K'causi’ it was overrun by 
bureaucrats and their families and 
sundry minions from the ministry, 
anil the police had to be called in. They 
almosl broke down the solid doors of 
the auditorium, ha^^ng occupied all 
the seals tor the dull film which had 
prtveded this highlight of the Indian 
section 

It was a comparatively sedate 
bureaucratic audience which invaded 
the auditorium in force for the closing 
function. Speeches, awards, culminat¬ 
ing in Antonioni's first film after his 
stroke The best scats were iKcupied in 
advance by section officers etc. (just 
like the Dilli Haat) who hadn't heard 
of Antonioni but wantt'd their porn. 

In front of me sat a meek lixiking 
man, his obese wife and a paan chew¬ 
ing teenage son As, rather overdone 
for Antonioni, but not surprisingly 
from co-director Wim Wenders, the 
nudies and copulation increased, the 
obese matron stared in horror and 
then pulled at her enthralled hus¬ 
band's shirt. "Clwlo ji," she said loud¬ 
ly and harshly as he mildl}' lingered 
and finally shuffled to his feet, eyes 
still glued on the screen. The son conti¬ 
nued to chew paan. That is when mom 
m classic dc$f style, pulled him firmly 
up by the car and "cha\. jaldi, luit," and 
dragged him out of the auditorium, 
still by the ear. 

Which should be bur epitaph on the. 
festival audiences. Except that exactly 
the .same thing will continue to happ¬ 
en at every film festival held in this 
city of bureaucrats. It is really time 
they stopped holding festivals in this 
vast bureaucratic Dilli Haat. ■ 
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JUNIOR WHIRL HAL KAUF^AAN 



SPORTS CAST! 

Name a sport with which each of the follow¬ 
ing B-words is associated; 1. Bunt 2. Bogey 3. 
Butterfly 4. Bootleg 5. Bhieline 6. Blinders. 
Time I imit-1 minute 5iuo«i«.an9 

i IIIK: (.Sliiiiuun*is f )|oa z 1 


UP ATREEI Our artist claims there are 16 faces 
among branches of this family tree. How many do 
you see? 


QUICK PICK! 

Place 14 toothpicks on 
the table. In turn, you 
and an opponent are to 
pick one, two or 
three. Object is to force 
opponent to pick up last 
toothpick. 

Here's how;If you go 
first, you can't lose. On 
first turn, take one. On 
next turn, pick up fifth 
toothpick in 

removal order. On next turn, see that )ust five tooth¬ 
picks remain. 

If opponent goes first, try to proceed similarly, but 
this method may not always succeed. 



HOCUS-FOCUS 



1 I N_ 

2 _I N_ 

3 _IN_ 

4 _ I N_ 

5 _I N _ 

6 _I N 


IN IT to WIN IT CHALLENGE 

YES, you have to be IN to win 
it—or, in this case, to solve it. Six 
seven-letter words shown con¬ 
tain the word IN in progressive 
stages. You are asked to fill in 
these words in accord with the 
following definitions: 

1. Due to arrive, as a plane or 
train. 

2. "A horse! A horse! My 
_for a horse." 

3. Hanger-onner of sorts. 

4. Gone but not forgotten, as 
the dinosaur, moa, etc. 

5. Astonishingly hard to 
believe. 

6. Bad guy hissed by old-time 
audiences. 

How' quickly can y^ou puz/lc 
them out? 

Time: 2 minutes. 


Vluvriuv l xu*>pi<inx 7 pumiquj t 
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Continued from page 8 

ed his son Nusrat to be a doctor. 

Nusrat would perhaps have gone 
along with this plan, if it hadn't been 
for a dream he had as a teenager, in 
which he saw himself singing at the 
shrine of Hazrat Khwaja Moinuddin 
Chisti at Ajmer. The young Nusrat 
took this to be a sign and began train¬ 
ing to be a (^rumnd. 

And his dream became reality whcm 
on a visit to Ajmer in (Nusrat was 
in India to perform at the wedding of 
KLshi Ki^tor and Neetu Singh at the 
invitation oNlaj Kapixir) he was asked 
to sing at the shrine 

Khan is a superstar in his native 
Pakistan, where he is called 
Shahenshah-e-Qawwal, bul his brand 
of devotional music travels well 
across borders. Khan has sung to both 
British and French audiences and he is 
very big in Japan, where there are six 
books single-issue magazines 
devoted to his life and music 

Internationa) stardom came ti> 

Khan in 1^87 when he was a.sked to 
sing for Martin Scorcese's TTic Last Tem¬ 
ptation of Chnst by Peter C^briel. 
Gabriel was looking for a singer 
whewe voice could express the 
anguish of Christ and he felt he had 
found it in Nusrat Ali. 

The experiment worked, and 
Gabriel's record company. Real 
World, brought out Khan's album, 
Musih Muslh, which was an instant 
hit. Several other albums followed, all 
under the Real World label, each one 
of them a success. 

Khan's Musth Musth was re-mixed as 
a dance album by the record compa¬ 
ny, Massive Attack, and made it to the 
dance charts, the first time a qaivwali 
had featured on them. 

Musth Muth had its fans in India as 
well, at least one ot whom was a plagia¬ 
rist. Hence, the Mohra number, Tm 
dieez badi hat mast mast, which was a 
straight lift from Khan's track. 

But that wasn't the only Nusrat 
Fateh Ali number that was cannibali¬ 
sed. Akshay Kumar and Ayesha Julka 
danced to Jhufe Jhule Lai, a copy of 
Khan’s hdasi Kalandar. And more 
recently, Madhuri Dixit danced to 
Nusrat's Mere piya ghar apa in Yaraana. 

Indian copyright laws being what 
they are—not to mention the Indian 
legal system itself—Khan lias little 
chance of getting justice in the courts. 
So the rotund singer has decided to fol¬ 
low that tried-and-lested dictum: if 
you can't beat them, join them. 

Nusrat Ali has dmded to begin 
composing for fiindi films as well. 
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After all, if other people are making 
millions out of his talent, why should 
he lie left out? 

The entry of Khan into the Hindi 
movie arena could well change all the 
rules of background music in India. 
And the A.R. Rahmans and Anu 
Maliks of the world would have their 
work cut out coping with the 
competition. 


Gulshan Kumar 

Call him crude, call him vulgar, call 
him what you will. But there is no 
denjring that Gulshan Kumar has 
changed the face of the music industry 
in India. 

When Kumar was a small-time 
shopkeeper, with a side-business in 
cassette piracy, the big lime music 
compames like the Gramophone C.'om - 
pany ot India channeled all their 
resources into the production of recor¬ 
ds. Cassettes were seen as a new- 
:bngled invention that nobtdy would 
take to, and were very highly priced as 
well. 

'That was before Gulshan Kumar 
decided to take matters into his own 
pudgy hands. He began manufactur¬ 
ing cassettes in his Noida fac tory and 
selling them at prices that were less 
than half of those chained by the 
giants in the business. Kumar intend¬ 
ed to make up in volumes what he lost 
in price. And as the sales of his compa¬ 
ny soared, he succeeded in that objec¬ 
tive admirably. 

Soon, every neighbourhood paan- 
wallah had a cassette recorder, and the 
profile of the music industry had 
changed completely. , 

Kumar then turned his attention to 
the software sector. Hiring various 
small-time singers—who often soun¬ 
ded uncannily like Kishore Kumar or 
Lata Mangeshkar—he began record- 


in g^b iteOfthfaT-Seties bbd. This 
expieriment wid\ cover vosions led 
Ku<nar to his next destination: film 
music. 

When Gulshan altered this sector, 
he was best-loiown as the Pirate King, 
whom no lelf-respecting business¬ 
man would associate with. But this 
didn't prove to be a drawback in the 
film industy. 

But Kumar didn't just buy the li^ts 
to the music of various films. He did 
more: he made music a 'territory'in 
itself. Earlier, the music rights would 
go for as little as a couple of lakhs. By 
the time Kumar moved out of the busi¬ 
ness, th^ often amounted to as much 
asRsMiakh. 

But if he was doing so well, why did 
Gulshan move out of the business? 

Simple. With mu^ becoming more 
and mine expensive, his profits were 
declining. So, Kumar dedded to give 
filmi music a miss, and record bhajans, 
folk music and seini<lassical mu»c 
instead. 

According to Kumar, film music 
was not that great a seller any more. 
People, he said, had got too used to see¬ 
ing Hindi film songs (on television) 
rather than hearing them. So cassette 
sales had fallen. Rilk music and 
jam, on the other hand, didn't suffer 
from this drawback. 

By then, however, Gulshan was 
already a movie magnate in his own 
right. His first film, Aashiqui, made in 
collaborabun with Mahesh Bhatt, had 
been a hit. Emboldened by this, 

Kumar decided to introduce his bro¬ 
ther, Kishan Kumar, as a hero. 

The attempt failed. Kishan's first 
two releases sank without a trace at 
the box-office, though the music did 
quite well. But just when people were 
saying tliat Kumar had finally come a 
cropper, he prpved all of them wrong 
with Sarnrn Bewafa. 

Starring Kishan Kumar (yes, again!) 
and %ilpa Shirodkar, the film was bas¬ 
ed on the real-life story of Ataullah 
Khan, a Pakistani singer. And against 
all ixids, it did remarkably well at the 
box-office. Ciulshan had emerged 
triumphant again. 

But where does Kumar go from 
here? 

Gulshan will have to reinvent him¬ 
self yet again in 19% if he is to remain 
on the top of things. He has already 
announc^ plans to bring out a CD 
player which will cost as little as Rs 
1,5(X). And it is clear that he intends to 
diversify into the hardware bu-siness 
in a big way. 

Going by past record, he should 
pull this one off as wdl. If he does fail. 


howevor, it wilt be a first for the erst- 
wlule Pirate King. 

FASHION 


Gianfrancxi Ferre 

His is the first big name in internation¬ 
al fashion to mate an entry into India. 
(No, Pierre Cardin doesn't count; eve¬ 
ryone in file fashion industry regards 
him as a bit of a jc^.) 

Ferre, in collaboration with KB+T, 
has opened stores in the major Indian 
metros to sell Italian suits to Indian 
men. The clothes on offer are, on the 
whole, conservative and wrfl-cut, 
though the range is a little restricted as 
of now. 


Those who bough^t a Ferre suit, 
jacket or blazer in the first month or so 
of the opening have got the bargain of 
ail times. Since the Gurgaon factory 
hadn't been ccHnmissioned on time, 
the dothes had been flown in trom 
Italy. So, the lucky ones got a madc^- 
in-ltaly suit at Indian prices. 

Hiose kind of bargains are not to be 
had now. And at Rs 10,000 for a blazer, 
Ferre is not cheap by any standards 
(unless, of course, you're used to shop¬ 
ping on Sloane Street). 

Most Indians balk at paying those 
kind of prices for a suit But if you do 
get your credit card out, rest assured 
that the money will be well-spent. A 
Fme suit is a gexx) investment, will 
last you a lifetime, and if it is cut in a 
classic style, you can even pass it on to 
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jTDur son vriien you die. 

As for as competilkm with Indian 
de^gpers is concerned, the only one 
Fene needs to fear is Shahab Durazi. 
And even EXirazi's volumes are so 
low, that he is only a limited threat 

As for the others; RohitBal's suits 
look as if they've been made by a MiiKi 
man; Ravi caters to the krwer end 

of the market; and the rest dfm't really 
make clothes for in«i (it's saiwar 
kaxneezes all the way In thebank). 

So, Ferre will havea rriatively easy 
run in India. That is, of course, if he 
refrains^rotn pricing himself right out 
ofthemarktt. 

Abu Jani-Sandip Khosla 


They're the Toy Boys or the Bad Boys 
of Indian fashion, depending cm 
whom you're listening to. But hate 
them or love them, you have to admit 
that Abu and Sandip have been a semi¬ 
nal influence on thedesagn scene in 
India. 

Their beginnings in fashion were 
rather humble. Th^ used to sell clo¬ 
thes cm Bombay's Linking Revid, 
before they were offered their own 
label, Jashan, by Tarun Tahiliani, who 
was then in the prcKess of setting up 
his designer store, Enst*mble. 

After that, there was n«i Icmking 
back for The Boys, as they were 
known in the fashioi world. Their 
Indian womenswear leapt off the 
shelves, and c‘ven though they parted 
company with Tahiliani in 
acrimonious 

circumstances — and fought with 
Sunita l*itamber, their former mentor 
somewhere along the line - - they retai¬ 
ned thinr hold on the designerwear 
market in Bombay. 

Their rivals maintained that their 
populanty had more to do with their 
talent for keeping the ladies who 
lunch happy than their talent for 
designing clothes But while it is true 
that The Boys hung around their cli¬ 
ents as they chose their shoes and bags 
— hence the name Toy Boys—there is 
no denying the ability of the duo. 

They are credited with inventing 
thechuri sleeve (long sleeves that 
gathered into churls at the wrist) and 
the double sari (an outfit made by dra¬ 
ping two sans at the same time). And 
like old-style couturiers they sell out 
of their .studio-cum-house injuhu, 
Bombay. 

Like fashion designers abroad. Abu 
and Sandip have braiKhed off into 
relatcxi fields. Thesr furniture exhibi¬ 
tion hc*id in Bombay a couple of years 
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ago was a aimplcte sell -out. And one down for the event, 

of the biggest buyers was interior Some fear that this branching off 

designer Sunit,! Pitamber, who has into related fields has already begun 
now made up with the duo. affecting the quality of the designing 

More recently, Jani and Khosla orga duo's clothes. And that they should 
nised a ball in Delhi, in collaboration kxik to their kaliciar kurta.s it they 
with such sexiety ladies as Bim Biss(>J, don't want their label to go the Pierre 

Sunita Kohli and Shireen Paul. And Cardin way. 
most of their cUemts in Bombay flew 






Gitanjali Kashyap 


She hasn't been hyped as much as 
either Rina Dhaka or Ritu Beri, but 
Kashyap is nevertheless one of the 
more exciting designers on the scene 
right now. In the past, she has bc*en 
slotted as a sari designer and dismiss¬ 
ed thereafter, but Gitanjali ran do 
much more than just paint an exqui¬ 
site pallav (though she's very gotxl at 
that too). 

Kashyap's strength is that she is not 
afraid of colour While others may 
stick to safe shades, or even monochro¬ 
me, Gitanjali experiments with vibr¬ 
ant yellows, oranges and manxins. 

Her latest collection—though prais¬ 
ed in the media — was a little disap¬ 
pointing. The pleated salwar 
kamet'zes were too close to Issey Miya¬ 
ke's 'Pleats Please' label tor comfort. 
But one lapse in an otherwise memora¬ 
ble career can be forgiven. 

Kashyap, for her part, maintains 
that she never lixiks at any fashion 
magazine's while working for fear that 
she may be subliminally influenced by 
the pictures she sees II she ki*eps to 
that pi'licy, she will bt> the designer to 
watch in IW6. 

Jatin Kochar 

Unfortunately, he isbetler-knv»wn lor 
a botchetl nose |ob (which had hi be 
corTectt*d bva sectind operation) than 
his work as a fashion designer But 
Jatin Koihar is a talenteil designer for 
all that. 

And what he lacks in talent he 
makes up for in enthusiasm, (’onsider 
the range ot his work: he has de!>igm*d 
shvK's, iwimwear, and is now working 
on clothes for women of a certain 
v\'t*ight. This, while churning out the 
usual summer, winter, fall aillections 
every year. 

But most im jxirtant of all, KiH har is 
a fashion di.'signer in the Rohit Khosla 
mould I le dressi's and acts the part 
and understands the value of publici¬ 
ty — both good and bad 

Thus, you will see him on Star TV, 
hiding his (apparent) r.akednt'ss 
behind a brirfease; you can read about 
his cosmetic surgery in the gossip 
columns; and if you're in the businc'ss, 
you will be inundatixJ with calls for an 
interview 

Pushy he undoubUnjly is, but don't 
damn him tor that—in his field of 
work that's what marks the wi/-kids 
from the hns-lH>ons. And if Jatin mana¬ 
ge to work quite as well as he net 



works, 1996 could see him emerge as a 
designer ot consetjuence. 

Shahab Durazi 


He lives the way he designs. The hall¬ 
mark of Dura/i's clothc's is quiet 
understatement, and that same laid- 
back elc*gancc characterises the 
designer himself 

Not for TXira/k the media inter¬ 
views, the TV appearances, tlie press 
releases that other designers .st»t so 
much store by. Shahab is much hap¬ 



pier working away on his sketch-pad, 
designing clothes that owe much 
more to Giorgio Armani than they do 
to Gianni Versace. 

He makes both mens wear and 
womenswear, but the c'uts arc similar: 
classic and cons€*rvative. And the kxik 
is very tailoied In fact, Durazi is so 
much of a perfectionist that he insists 
on cutting every garment himself to 
en.sure high standards. Hence, the 
sobriquet, the A/zedine Alaia ot India. 

But then, Shahab can afford to be so 
finicky. His volumes are low, and he 
makes clothes only m thrtv si/es. 
small, medium and large If you don't 
find your size among the clothes on 
display, then forget about owning a 
Shahab Durazi. The designer retusi-s 
to do any alteration.s, for tear ot sjtoiI- 
mg the line of the garment. 

IX'spito this t«ike-it-t>r-Ieave-it at till! 
de, Dura/i has his listot faithfuls, 
which includes Mauiwn Wadia and 
. armeshwarGiHlrej, the arbiters of 
taste in Bombay. And there art several 
stx'icty ladies who have been known 
to pick up swatches ot fabric abttwd 
and bring it back home to bomba\ so 
that .Shahab can make a suit out ot it 

Last year saw Dura/i lelutlanflv 
emerge into the limelight at the solo 
show that he held :n lk>mbav It hi“ 
manages to overcome his dist.isU> ti s- 
publicitv this year. Shahab's w ill tv 
the name on everyone's lips in ■ 



First pprson 


NAFISA ALI SODHl, who burst on the national scene when she was crowned Miss India in 1976, took 
everyone by surprise when she bade farewell to her career in modelling and films and opted for marriage and 
a quiet life aivay from the limelight. Ttvo decades later, at 38, this former national swimming champion, 
decide tp devote herself to the causeof society, raising funds through fashion shows for Umang, a charitable 
organisation in Delhi, which looks after destitute street children. 



Nafisa Aii Scxlhl: In her younger days 


W hat is your idea of perfect 
happiness? 

A world where there is no religion; 
in which nature and man live in 
balance; the environment is protected 
and man uses his intelligence, power 
and material gain for the future and 
growth of the world. 

What is your greatest fear? 

The loss of my family. I always pray 
for their health and happiness. 

Who or what has been the greatest 
influence in your life? 

My inner drive and, of course, my 
family. The total love I receive. 

What do you dislike most in others? 

I never judge people. I always try 
looking at things from their point of 
view. Who am I to dislike anyone? 
What do you dislike most in yourself? 

My emotional state. 

What is your most precious 
possession? 

The health and well-being of my 
hildren and family. 

What objects do you always carry? 
The black horses—a horse shoe nail 


What do you dislike 
most in yourself? 


My emotional state 


ring on my finger, the bracelet my 
mom gave me and my family 
photograph in my wallet. 

What makes you most depressed? 

The pain and suffering of pcopk 
and animals and 1 wish 1 had the 
power to help them. 

What is your favourite word? 

Think'. 

What is your favourite journey? 

My journey of self-discovery. There 
is so much to learn in life and from life. 
I want to eventually reach a place full 
of peace, harmony and a perfect 
environment. 


What is your favourite dream? 

To be in a valley of flowers and 
greenery, waterfalls cascading down 
the mountains, the sea close by and 
tame wild animals and birds 
surrounding me with affection and 
my little house on a hill. 

What is your nightmare? 

The death of anyone dose to me. 
What or who is the greatest love of 
your life? 

My children and the love of my 
family. 

What is your source of sustenance? 

My inner God as J call it. I le is 
always with me. I talk to him all the 
time and he is a great helping hand. 
On what occasions do you lie? 

I hate to lie bt'causc 1 want to be in a 
position where my exp<*rienci’s in life, 
whotlier good or bad, will enrich 
others. 

What is your greatc.st regret? 

That no one thought of putting my 
name up for the Arjun Award in 1^74 
for my winning the Nationals in 
swimming. 

Whal has been your happiest 
moment? 

Happiness overw'helms me all the 
time. I live from moment to moment 
and day to day and little things make 
me happy I canimt pick on any one 
moment. 

What brings tears to your eyes? 

Tenderness and love shared. 

How do you relax? 

By reading books on spiritualism 
and philosophy at night before 1 
.sleep 

What do you envy most in others? 

I am grateful for everything I have. 
So I envy nothing in others. 

How would you like to be 
remembered? 

1 am just a simple, ordinary human 
being. who will remember me, 
other than my children with whom 1 
have shared a life of love, hope, caring 
and sharing. 

How would you like to die? 

I am such a niward I pray to Gtxi 
always to make my death fast and 
painless. Maybe, to fade away in my 
sleep would be must peaceful. 
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Prosenling Aulan. An Inlernalionai lotion 
wilk two gentle worJs for mosquitoes. 


Bye - Bye 


Autan is a non-greasy, non-sticky t&FaiffilSpSUriRinitt lotion with 
a pleasant c- ‘quick<lry’ action works like an 

invisible shield against mosquitoes for upto 8 hours. 

It’s gentle on your skin and washes off easily. Across the 


world, from Cologne to Calcutta, 


V 0 Autan is the most 




effective way to keep mosquitoes 
away. Get Autan today. Try it 
tonight. And watch mosquitoes 
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Uatad Ainiad At Khm: StrInginQ new 


The World 
Anjad All 

■ Anjad Ali Khan's abscy- 
lu^ devotion to thesarod 
made him die legend tiiat 
hela('FlavOii...,Deoeaft- 
ber 17). Luce MU able dti* 
ahua, he carries on the musi* 
csl tradition of Ms father^ 
Ustad Hafiz AU Khan. 

Indian dasrical music 
has much to thank patrons 
for its promotion. In tite 
cmdent days it was the 
netvehf and n/ss who patro> 
nised musicians. 

Now, there are no 
mmiMn to appreciate good 
music So dassical singers 
and muridans have to 
depend a great deal on 
sponsorship to keep thdr 
art alive. In some instan¬ 
ces, corporate houses have 
come fcnward to promote 
and popularise Indian clas¬ 
sical music. 

But although we have a 
large following of dassical 
music, 1 wonder who will 
replace the great masters: 
Ustad Bismiliah Khan, Bal- 
murali Krishna, BMmsen 
Joshi, Ravi Eftiankar and 
Amjad Ali Khan. 
NirmalemlM Chukraborty, 
Caodt Behar 

■ Amjad Ali Khan has 
become a cult f%ure of 
sorts for his innovative 
tvgas which evoke a varie¬ 


ty of emotions. Besides 
being the most recorded 
musician of our times, he 
has not surrendered his 
creativity to the syntiitesi- 
ser culture of today. 

The freshness and 
charm of his music appeals 
to all. 

Oebolwato Mokatttjf, 

Baksore (Orissa) 

■ Amjad Ah Khan's res¬ 
pect for his contemporar¬ 
ies and his sMt and gentle¬ 
manly manner have con¬ 
quer^ the hearts of music 
loveiB. 

What is admirable about 
him-te his humility and 
desire to learn still more. 
Satttt Bamerjee, 

Calcutta 

M Music is tike an ocean, the 


more you learn the more 
you want to drive into it 
Amjad Ali Khan's life has 
been a long quest: exploring 
new vistas and creating new 

Pmrtka Pratim Modmk, 
Howrah 

■ For a musician with a 
demanding career, Amjad 
Ali Khan looks a happy 
family man: in love with 
his wife and devoted to his 
two sons. 

Sasmta Sen, 

Caieutta 

■ With his winning smile 
and handsome good looi^, 
Amjad Ali Khan would 
have been a sought-after 
dne star had he not been a 
sarod player. 

Abhijit Mykher§at, 

Calcutta 


• Amjad Ah Khan is one 
of those musicians wlm 
has been abundantly suc- 
oesaful at hmne and 
abroad. IBs is a combina¬ 
tion of a classical guru and 
a modem gentleiMn. 
SomaaBt Mukherjeer 
CalcuUa 

■ Subhalakshtni, wife of 
Amjad All Khan, has been 
his constant companion 
inspiring him to conquer 
new hrights of excellence. 
Wititout her support and 
love, Amjad AU would not 
have been that successful. 
Maeitakshl Rojf, 

Calcutta 

Last Person 

P It is high tixfw the Maga¬ 
zine did away with First 
Fecson foe the Questions 
are getting very boring. 
Either you change the ques¬ 
tions or change the layemt. 
Sufata Sarlun, 

Calcutta 

Nowhere To 
Play 

P 'Where Do We Go To 
Play? (January 7) was a 
thoughf-provoking article. 
It is really a pity riiildren 
have no playgrounds in 
the city where they can 
play. 

BJP. Ckattarfoe, 

Burdatan 
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IS KAJOl., the vivacious daughter of Tanuja, to 
disltxlge Madhuri Dixit from the number one 
slot in tinsel town? 
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THEY ARE trendy and they are smart. Many 
Indian women now go for chic (x»tume jewelle- 
ly rather than the real ones. 
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Move over, 
Madhuri! 


After the Slice ess of Dilwalt' Diilhaniya lA.\)ayengc, Kajol is all set toAake oier the 
iiufnlier{)iH’slot, re/yorts Lata Khubchandani 

SHEISSHOKT.lMKK ANDl’LUMl’ SHF WFSNTBLEACf fTHEBLACKIXDWNON HER UPPER 1,IP. 
Nor does she renn k o Hie hoir that Kiiiis her eyohrows until they look like one fine line. 
She doesn't wear make-up, and v*.)u can often catch her with spectacles perched on her 
snub nose. 

No, she isn't fht? girl next dt>or, who has her lace perpetually buried in a book. H(.*r namt* 
is Kajol, the daughter of yesteryear ,ictress Tanuja and Shomu Mukherjen;. And she is tme of 
the most succtssful heroines of the Bombay film industry today Her latt*st film, Dilmilr Dul- 
haniya Ij: jayen^t’, has broken all K^x-othce records, its takings leaving even that other block¬ 
buster, Hufn Aapke Hairi Koun..l, in the shade. 

And the diminutive Kajoi kxiks all set to unseat Madhuri Dixit from the numbt'r one [x>si- 
tion that sne has cxrciipied for so many years. 

On one level, this isn't cause for any surprise. After all, l>ixil has had a fair run, is on the 
wrong side of 30. and it is only a matter <.»f time before a younger star replaces her at the top. 
What ts amazing, though, is that that heroine should be Kajol. 

First, of course, there are hi*’' uncon\’enti».>nal gixid lixiks. She dix*sn'l have the peaches 
and cream complexion of the average Hindi film heroine; Kajol's colouring is more olive 

and wheat. SVie refuses the st7veral layers of foundation and 
lashings <vf rouge favoured by her colleagues, preferring to 
let the youthfi tl transluc’ence of her skin shine tlirough on 
screen. And in an age when heroines are getting leaner and 
leaner— consideT Manisha Koiraia or even Urmila Matond- 
kar— Kajol seems more than comfortable with a hint of bel¬ 
ly and fleshy upper arms, which she displays with an utter 
lack of self-consciousness in halter-neck blouses. 

Even as recently as five years ago, Kajol would have been 
laughed out of producers' offices if she had arrived, 
announcing that she wanted to make it in the movies. 'The 













Aditya Chopra directs Shah Rukh Khan in Dilwale Dulhaniya Le Jayenge 


conventioiirti wisdom on how ) Jindi 
film heroines should Icstk had bcfo 
decided, and 'an’.ip'st -sl-bor-: did 
pot fit fhatbil! She mav have hivn 
tikav as the hero'-^sislei, with her non 
threali-nint; M-Miality hut thelcrtdin^ 
lady ’ No wa\ 

i learh', Imp^s have i han};ed a lot 
since then 


S o. what accounts tor Ka)i>]'s siiccess 
in an inductrv where everyone pit ■ 
fers to play it sale? Some s.iy that it is 
het unusual appeal itself that has help 
ed her race ahead in the stardom sta 
kes. The audiences are tired of her«w- 
n»'S who UkiK exactly like one another, 
right down to the pouting lips oullin 
ed in hot pink And one thing that you 
can't say about Ka|ol is that she is anyev 
ne's clone. With hc-r heart-shaped fare 
and large brown eyes she is as differ¬ 
ent from the run-of tht'-mill heroine as 
chalk is from cheese. 

And what eyi*s' Large, limpid, and 
very, very expressive indeed, they are 
her best feature. They laugh along 
with her generous mouth, they 117 
when she is sad, and they flash sixim 
at all those who dare suggest that she 
is anything let« than the best 



FollouHng Kajol ’s career graph 


BEKHUDl 

Kayil's debut tllm, and a bit of a 
disaster. But strangely enough, 
even though Kamal (he played the 
male lead) Sadanah's career never 
recovered from this bad start, the 
flop of Beldtudi never-affected Kajol 
in the least. She still got the big 
banners, A-grade heroes still vied 
to act with her, and directors 
conceded that she was among the 
more talented newcomers on the 
scene. 

YEHDILLAGl 

This le make of Sabrina had 
Kajol pla wng the Audrey Hepburn 
role. Ana as the dau^ter of tW 
family retainer who fells in love 
with one of the sons of the house, 
Kajol displayed a fresh-feced, 
playful charm that had not been 


seen on the screen since the days of 
the young Gita Bali. 

The movie was only an average 
hit, though the numb^ Ole Ole 
climbed inexorably up the music 
charts. But must people felt that 
Kajol was the best thing about the 
movie. 

BAAZIGAR 

This was Shah Rukh Khan's 
movie feom the start to the Bnish 
and the heroines—S^paShettyin 
the ftrst half and Kajol in the second 
—didn't have much to do except 
sing songs and run around the 
mandatory trees. But despite the 
limitations of her role, Kajol made 
quite an impression, specially in 
the Kali kali aankhen number, litis 
also .signalled the beginning of the 
Shah Rukh-Kajol pairing that has 
worked so well at the box-office. 
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What producers and directors set 
store by most is her natural, unaffKt- 
ed manner. Says Indra Kumar, 
who will be directing her in Iskf oppo¬ 
site Ajay Devgan, "She's fantastic. She 
has a beautiful face and what I like 
most about her is her iraturalness. 
None of her expressions are filmi. 

She's doing a brilliant )ub in my 
movie. She looks like an Indian girl, 
she is very talented, and she is very dif¬ 
ferent from all the other heroines." 

It is this "difference" that has be«»- 
me Kajol's USP. Aditya Chopra, for 
instance, .says that he signed her on for 
Simran's role in Dilwale Dulhanii/a Lf 
/oi/nigr, because "there was more to 
lier" Says Chopra, "When 1 wnite the 
role, 1 realised that besides a good- 
kxiking face 1 also needed a good 
actress and penainally I place hei right 
at the top I think her appeal is her natu 
ral body language She hasn't got a 
conventionally gixxl body, but there is 
a natural flavour about her that is very 
attrartive." 

Plus fresh charm was apparent in 
Kapl even when she made an entry 
into the mi'vit>s. She Wtis first signed 
tin hy Kdhul Hawaii tot Mhmlt, op|.i<>- 
snt‘ Kamal S«idan.ih The direi ttir saw^ 
Kajol at Ci.iul.ini R<ijadhvaksha's plate 
<he had writteii ftrWiiidi' and vva;. 
imnH\iiateh struck by her 

K,»vyai! remembers now, "When I 
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Kajol 


first saw her, I particularly noticed her 
vibtant:y, this trt*mendous energy she 
exudes which Iranskites very w’ell on 
I he sc rt*en So, I asked (lautam to dt • 
.stime pictures of her There is nothing 
put-on about her, and tfiat's what 
made me dende to cast her. She was 
very .sponltmeoii,s tis an actress 1 ler 
energy along with a certain child-likc 
equality made her click on screen " 

It was this spirited qiialih' ot her per 


formanoe in BekhuJi that drew the 
attention of Naresh Malholra, whci 
was looking for .someone to play 
Audrey Hepburn's role in the Hindi 
remake of .Sahniw. "1 needed an 
actress," reamnts Malhotra, "who 
Icxiked spirited enough to go again.st 
her parents, against set norms and she 
had that look I ler eyes are very 
expressive." 

Yes, thcise eyes, again. They are a 
recurring lietmohf in Kajol's can-ei. 
And jierhaps without them, she 
wouldn't have had much of a rarcH’r at 
all 

A s a child/ Kajol showed little inter¬ 
est in the movies I ler lather 
Shomu Mukheriw remembers how hr 
would lake her with him on his out 
diHir shcxits. And insl ead of l>ei ng intri • 
gued by the business c*t acting, Kajol 
would confintiaily pester him w'ith 
reejuests to be si-nt abroiid to study 
computers "She was telling me that 
she wanted to do this loiivsc’ or the 
other," rci'alls her father, with a lavigh 
"lliere was nev«‘i anv cjuostionotpin 
ing films " 

And anyway, m those days, Kajol 
was ttx> busy having a gcK>d time She 
wasa vc’iy, vtrry naughty* hild,accord¬ 
ing to grand n-.olher Shobhaud 
Samarih "Kajol was lx*rn aflci Tauiija 
had suffert'd.. msscarri.ige," says 


HUl.CHUt 

Ajay I Xtivgan may be Kajol's 
main man m real life, but as far as 
reel life is conctnmed, the couple 
just don't cut it Both Hulcbiifaxid 
Civndaraj, in which Kajol played 
opfxisite Ajay, were box-office 


turkeys. And tlris apparently, 
caused some pmbicms in their 
personal life, with Devgan finding 
it difficult to copt* with a girlfriend 
who was more succi.'ssful than he 
was. But as for Kajcil's professional 
life; it went on without a hitch. 


KARAN ARJliN 

Vet again, Kajol starred opposite 
Shah Rukh; and yet again, her role 
basically consisted of one goexi 
song: laah haon maw. Even Kajol 
tx>nceded that she had made a 
mistake by signing on tor a movie 
in which she had nothing to do. But 
fortunah'Iy for her, this 
miscalculation didn't prove tcxi 
costly to her career. After all, by 
how Hindi Him audience's are used 
to heroines that are just whet'Ird on 
for the song sequences. 

DILWALE DL'LHANIYA LE 
JAYENGE 

Kajol's coming of age. Little did 
she realise when she signed cm lor 
Aditya ('hopra's first him ac 
director that it W'ould rntainilt her 
into the Madhuri Ihxit league flu* 
tliat'sexactly what hapfX’ned with 
iMuvlt’ becoming an even biggi'r 
hit than that othc'r mega-grosser. 
Hum Aapke Haw Katnt ' And 
putting iCijol ahead cit ex'eryoue m 
the race tor Numbt'r One 


Hufehuf. Kajol with Ajay Devgan 






Sdmarth, "and snsJu- was very pampe- 
nij, very spoilt and almost impossible 
to contTiil. 1 just couTdn't tolerate her 
mischief If the car had to lake tfw‘ two 
of IIS Mill lewhere, she'd jump up and 
down ,so much that I'J tell the driver 
'cither get her oft fJie car oi I will get 
otf'" 

In fact, St»m.irlh wuuliJ often gel so 
annoyed with her irreprt*ssib!e grand¬ 
daughter that she would pick up 
anything within reach — a b<*ok, a pil 


low, — and throw it at liei m an atlem 
pt to quell her high spirits. T»Hlay, she 
is somewhat ashamt^ of her bad tern 
fw .So much so. that she even apologi¬ 
sed to Kajol recently foi having struck 
her. 

And Kajol's response'/ "I'veforgidt- 
en about it," she told hergrandmo- 
thtT, "1 don't know why you want to 
remembn it. 'fhere is nothing lo 
forgive ■' 

Slunnu MiikhiTjee's ryeoJleclions 


about his daughter's childhood are 
similar "As a kid she was very mis- 
chievou.s," ho admits, adding hastily, 
"bill then, all kids are mischievous. 
She was a go- gollei and something«jf 
a bully And .she always knew her 
mind " 

That, at least, has not changed, b'ven 
today, Kajol is very sure what kind of 
movies she wants lo do, and which 
ones she dot'sn't. "She makes sure tif 
her nile liefore signing on the dotted 





URMILA MATONDKAR 

With Ranxetia, she is among the 
front-ranking heroines in 
Bollywood. Hot's ii. an appeal far 
removed from Kajol's 
make-up-lcs.s innoeenci*. Urinila is 
.sexy, sophisticated <«id attractive 
in an ciivious sort of way (you lan'l 
miss her charms in Ihtise 
halter-necked mini-dres.ses, can 
you?) So, it is unlikely that the two 
girls will t*ver compete ior the same 
slot. But thiTi, as Kaji*l showed in 
some scenes of Yeh Ihlkigi, she too 
can be a fem'/fi’ falale when she 
wants to be one. 



Urmila Matondkai 


RAVKENATANDON 
She hasn't liad a real hit ever 
since Mohra (where she gjrratt'd 
brilliantly in Tu theez ladihat masi 
mast), and tliat wasa very long time 
ago. Bui then, Raveena seems to 
have bst interest in her career ev'er 
since she fell in love with Aksliay 
Kumar-- and it can't help ver> 
much that he retuscs to 
acknowledge their relationship. 
Rumours of hir saeret marriage 
have scared producers away, but if 
the gossips have it right and 
Tandon has ended her affair with 
Akshay, then she may well ixime 
I right bark in the reckiming. 


Who are Kajol *s rivals? 



MANlSIiA KOIKALA 

She has fallen behind in the rare 
after the less than impres-sive 
showing of Akele Hum Akele Turn 
But Manisha, with her ravishing 
giKid looks and searing talent (as 
seen in Bombay) can't be written off 
no matter how many flops she stars 
in 



Manisha Koirata 


KARISHMA KAPOOR 

Her rivalry with Kajtil extends lo 
their private lives as well. 
Karisnma's ex-Ixiy friend, Ajay 
Devgan, is now going steady with 
Kafol an-^ there'.s even some talk of 
them getting married in the near 
future. Kansma has takim the 
dt*fecfion very badly, mure so 
becaus<> Kajol persists in kxiking 
through her in public (Kajol's 
explanation: she didn't have her 
anitact lenses on). So, it must hurl 


Kajxxir a Jot that Kajol has left her 
far behind after Diltmle. But if 
Kartshma's recent record is 
anything to go by, Kajol need have 
no worries on her account. 



Karishma Kapoor 


TABU 

She may have a cluimpion in 
Boney Kapoor, who believes that 
Tabu will make it to the toj» one 
ifay. ButTabu's nin in the film 
industry has bix'ii jinxed from the 
word go. Both Prem and Viiuyftath 
did badly, and Tabu had to cojX' 
with the tag of a flop heroine. And 
to make matters worse. Tabu put 
on so much weight that she could 
easily play Aamir Khan's mother 
rather than his lover. But she has 
gone on a strict diet since then, anti 
is trying her best to salvage what 
remains of her car«?r. 



Tabu 






line," says her father "It's not that if 
she's offered a roJe with Shah Rukh, 
she'll siRn on the dotted line She pets 
the best of offers, bul she's got lo hear 
the role and like if before she aicepts 
Nobody can discuss the role with her 
and thrust it down her throat Even 
■f'dini (her mother and Shoniu's 
estranged wife) has no s.iy in the 
matter " 

According to Mukherieo, this is one 
'reason whv Kajol has been sti snetess- 
tul in a short span ot time, and has 
iKvn nominated thrice for the Eilmtare 
aw ard l.ast year, she had iost to 
Madhuri, but her father hopes that she 
wilt pip ntMf.it the post this year 

This proud lalhei roiitmi: |s particu¬ 
larly toiii lung bei anse Taniija and 
Shomi! separated when Kajol and tier 
younger sister, 'I'lch, were vt rv young 
Since then, 'I aiiiija and liei kids have 
shared their lioine with Shobhana 
Saiiifirth, while Mukherji.'e lives ipart 
from his tamih But 'I anuja and 
Shoiim ne't erdivon i'd, ami Kajol and 
I icli spent most weekends with, their 
latluT 

1 lulav t'.ajol shares a cIom’ relation 
ship with hi'i lather, di'spili- not ha' - 
irm Iwed with iiim f-iaV'- Mukherjee, 
■'K.ijol I'tinm-like m\ molliv'i than 
mv .liiiijthti'r 'slie looks attei me more 
thaiili. iol> altirliei ll's aiwavs,'nail, 
have von itiiiictliis h.ive you done 
(hat ’ ! low is V0111 he.ilfli ■' She's more 
liothered .ihin;* that " 

D espite hei niiiii •nbled pofenli.il. 

Kajof ■ 1 areer began wilh in 
•mijualitusl ilis.istei . ailed I^'UiiuIj 
K.iliiil iia'v.iil's tilni lloj'jied miseri.b 
i\ at the bov-otlice and .il! thet'iindits 
preilii led that tins would be the end ol 
l>- li Kajol and Kamal 'lhevw»*ie 
right about K.inial, but I'omplelelv 
w rong .ilxiiit Kaj.ll She went on lo 
.sign > <■(; / h/liiyi i ipposite Akshav 
kiimar aiio S.tiI Alt And since that 
movie did giiod business, Kajol's forlii 
nes were rev iv ed. 

But It w isn't until l'-**''^ th.il Kajol hit 
the big time The vear began with 
kiii/i," ^iiuii, in vv'hii'h Ktijol plaved the 
romantii lead oppiisiteShah Kukli 
T he him was a big hit, and Kajol bene 
titled fioin that de.spiti' the hu t th.il 
she hail .i minuseule role m the movie 
f’veii Kajol was a little embarrassed by 
her blink and-y.iu-miss me perfor¬ 
mance, .md expl.nneil she had only 
signed the role bei ause of hei personal 
relationship with Rakt>sh Roshan Bul 
whatever the truth o( that, Kuriin 
Ar/;ni did increase K.ijol'spopularity 
with the prodiii ers, not lo mention her 
pay p.icket 



Kajol: A natural performer 


Anil theii.ol i oiirsi', there \v',n 
ii'iilf Ifulhiiiiiifii t r Inyrii^r Basi-d loose- 
1\ tni the / him Aaj'kr Ham Kami ' loi 
miila, the movie w.is a riinaw.iv Int, 
.Hill Kaiol was lat.ipiilled ti' tin- top oi 
the heap o) 1 liridi film heroines 

Hut wili kaji'l bt'able to maintain 
thi'momenliim thal hei .'areer has 
rei'eived^ Nobody knovs s jdj siui’ boi 
one tiling, .ludiemes h.u ebe. oine 
very tii kle ot l.ite, ami switi h lov.illies 
from one star to another wilhremarka 
ble Oiisi .Ami it is vjuile possible that 
they will forget K.ijol all too soon, and 
decide lo make Kaveena or even 
Kanshma tlie flav'our ot the month 

And then, there is the fact that Kajol 
lieiself vloes ni't appear lo be very set i 
ous .'bout bet career Says India 
Kumar, w ho cs directing her m /s/nj, "I 
wish she woulil concentrate nioie on 
her work I don't flunk even .she is 
aware of the amount of potential that 
she lias She IS among the most promis 
mgol Ihi'newcomers A little moie 
seriousness and she'd K‘ right on the 
top “-Ihe's great even now. but with.i 
little hard work, she d be 
mind-blowing " 

AditV'ii C'hopra agrees with the- an.i 
lysis "I ler potential has not been lapp 
ed until now." he says "‘^he's eapal'l.- 
ot doing tar more tli.m sheli.is .loni> 
right now ' .\dd.s Naresh Malhoti.., 


' 1 atlier w ilen she started vvotkni.g 
she ha.1 this alt itiule, v halahii Irh 
hiini , but shi' h.is gtovvn more 
sen.'Us rven now she is lU'i so lOnsci- 
ous as the otiiei .ulisies bur the tlung 
w ilh her is lh.it even it she iloes not 
woi k haul, she is \ erv good ' 

ll IS tins M.ilni.il .ibililv th.it IS k.iji'l's 
giv.itesl slienglh Says'lai'aii .Ad.irsh 
ol I r.idi l.iJiile ''Madlinn l>i\ii t>etler 
watch out What Wv'i'k' with .nuiien- 
ces 1 . voui . lu'misirv willi them, and 
K.rji'l has lh.it When I wat. h tier, 1 c.iii 
identity vyilh w hat slie is dtiuig Mv 
sistei Ol mv ,giillni-nd would bt'h.ne 
in Ihes.imevvav bhe s a ii.ilur.il j>ei (oi 
mer Not rn.inv people v'an do w h.e 
he ■. .ir 

•\giees \'ik.is Violi.m, (slitot ot , I'm 
plr'.t Ctih-nni, ' Ih-r aj'peai lies m hei 
treshimss ami vouth tslie s .i ji. ilenti.il 
number < me ' 

ll s alw .u s il.u.gerous to make jne- 
vlictlous liki’these Aliei .ill .imuoie 
v't fl.'.jis ..'oulil. h.mge the j'li line coin 
pleli Iv well Kajoi being seen .isan 
•tls.i-iaii And it her atl.in w 111’ \jav 
1 >ev gan ends m ni.irn.ige, sin m.n 
well de. ui.- lo bid the nu>\ l•.•s v.ood 
bve But until tl'..il happens il it .l.'es 
.'lal! K.ij.'l vvii!. oniirut lol’.iskin 
lh«' imvelight ii.im-’d on a U.int 
laiikiiiL', Jiei oi'ii \iiil wev.ii' fhmt 
of anv one w h.'■ ii'sei \ i-^ I h.it ni' e gj 




People 

WORDS, WORDS, 
WORDS 

Viey are a passion with Narendra Kumar the publisher of Har-Atiami books. 
It ho has a specialaffinity u 'ith first~timcatitln ms, u 'rites Tanuka Chakraverty 


T hese days vuu have only to 
mention Narendra Kumar's 
name in polite eompan}', lor 
people to respond 'Kusuni 
Sawhney, ripht?" Yes, such was the 
hype surrounding the release and rnar 
keting of KinilrctJ Spinta Sawhnev's 
firsi novel, that thi‘ name oi Narendra 
Kumar, the man behind the! lar- 
Anand I’ublishers. has s ome It' be inev- 
tncablv linked with Kusum's 
But there is more to Narendra 
Kumar than that: ho is described as the 
father of Indian publishing, and with 
some justification Kumar is the man 
behind Vikas, tiie man who pubiisius.1 
that bestseller of all times, I rrnlo'ti at 
Midiii’y/rl, bv nominiqiie Lappiere and 

Kusum Sawhney 


Larry f ollins. and who is now runn¬ 
ing Ihe Har-Anand imprint, which has 
publishrti more women authors than 
even that bastion of feminist wTitmg, 
Kah 

Kumar is very cleai about his aims. 
Linlike most other publishing houses, 
he is all tw keen to give first-time 
authors a chance, and it the\’ are 
women, then that's even bolter Says 
Naremlra Kumar.' A giK>d publisher 
doesn’e have lo read a manu.sLiipt to 
know that it is a good book. He should 
be able ti' .smell a gixid manuscript, 
and then read it merely to confrm his 
first impression. And that's exactly 
what Kumar does, .settling down with 
all the manuscripts he is given alter 


dinner and reading late into the night. 
And the authors that he has select^ 
through this process include the 
poetess Renee Ranchan, short story 
writers and Cajra Kottarv md Kitu 
Bhatia, fiction vmtor Anju Mohan and 
Sarala Gopalan, sciCTetary in Ihe 
department of women and child deve¬ 
lopment in the ministry of human 
re.soLi rce d evelopment 

According to Kumar. Har-Anand is 
committed to publishing works bv 
Third World writers which will then 
bedi.stributed worldwide While this 
is yet to come about Har-Anand has 
.shown a rare commitment to nurtur¬ 
ing new talent in the field ot writing. 
Kumar, who is hiimelf a jirohfic 
wnler and apolitical biograp‘hei, says 
that he does nol imd publishing rank 
newcomers a risky propiosition 
Says Kumar, "On the contraiy, I 
find newcomers a challenge, particii 
larlv in the v. onten t of a dc\'eloping 
country. I enjoy working with new 
writers for the sheer intensity’ that is 
an invariable characteristic of tlieii 
maiden venUire And then, ot course, 
there is the fact that they always hai’o 
something new and novel lo say 

K umar first hit the headlines in rec¬ 
ent times because of the hoopla 
that surrounded the launch of Kusum 
Sawhney. Photographs of the beauti¬ 
ful Ms Sawhney were spla.shed all 
over the newspapers and niaga/ines 
and Kindred Spirits was launched at 
the Delhi Bcxik Fair. Giant-si/ed post¬ 
ers of the author were in evidence, as 
was the lady herself, signing copies of 
her first novel for all those who 
bought a copy. 

, The media panned the book, of cour- 





QopI Q^lwanl’s cartoon of Narendra Kumar 


se Reviewers said that Sawhney did¬ 
n't have a clue as to how to plot a 
novel, and that the success of the book 
was only because of the hype surroun¬ 
ding It. but as book sales mounted, 
Kumar had the last laugh. After all, 
what were all the bad reviews worth, 
if the readers were lapping up the 
work of this latter-day Shobha De. 

Not that Sawhney was comfortable 
with such descriptions other writing 
style. According to her, she was deal¬ 
ing with issues connected with Indian 


women, and was a feminist writer of 
consequence. Any companison with 
De wa.s just a lot of hogwash from the 
media, which were only too keen to 
hang a label on her While Kusum's 
pretty face bagged all the publicity, 
Har-Anand was also publishing such 
serious books as Women and Employ¬ 
ment in India by Sarala Gopalan, who 
was a secretary in the government of 
India. This bonk dealt with the priv 
blems women faced in finding work, 
how their employment was restricted 


to certain area.s; the difficulties inher¬ 
ent in climbing up the organisational 
ladder with ihc glass ceiling lx?ing 
what it was; and the vulnerability of 
women to the changing scenarios in 
the trade and industry sector 

But while Kumar encourages all 
kinds of talent, he appears to be partial 
towards women journalists who are 
keen to make a breakthrough m the 
field of serious writing. Renee Ran- 
chan, for instance, who has published 
a collection of poems, titled Pain 
Propels. Ranchan's poetry dwells on 
memories that refuse to go away It 
concentrates on the challenges inher¬ 
ent in growing up as a woman in a 
man's world Pam Propeh conveys a 
senseof maturity and degree of sensiti¬ 
vity not often found in the work of 
new authors. 

Another author whose achieve¬ 
ments Kumar is very proud of is Gajra 
Kottary. The wife of journalist Sailesh 
Kottary, and a proud mother of two, 
Gajra has just come out with a collec¬ 
tion of short stones titled f rattle 
Victories. She had given up cm her jciur• 
nalistic career cince the kids arrived, 
just doing the occasional freelan<'e 
piece. But once the children -were 
slightly oilier, Kottary tound herself 
with some time on her hands, and deci¬ 
ded to tr>' her hand at short storv 
writing. 

The result was /'niyrVr Victories, 
which IS a collection of stories that 
revolve around the interests, nevds 
and fears of women But Gajra is at 
pains to pomt out that she is not a femi¬ 
nist, except in the sense that she is pro¬ 
ud to be a woman. 

Kottary confesses to being fascinat¬ 
ed by w’omen and the dynamics < il 
their complex and multi-faceted rela¬ 
tionships, and hopes that she has help¬ 
ed provide a comprehensive portrayal 
of their world in her storic-s 

Like all other first-time authors, 
Anju Mohan, tcKi, admits that sh» is 
indebted to Har-Anand I’ublislwrs tor 
giving her a chance to exploi c her crea- 
livitv While Mohan was working for 
Delhi Mid-Day some' time back as a fea¬ 
ture writer, one of her stones was pick¬ 
ed up by Narendra Kumar, and now 
forms the nucleus of S'/wHyr; la. a 
novel that is due to bt' pubh.shcx.1 sixm. 

The novel is set against the pit tu ■ 
rc*sque backdrop of Sikkim and is 
essentially a spy thriller that revoKcs 
around the disappearance of Ivv* ■ Aiiie 
rn an tourists. But theie is more lt» the 
novel than just mvsterv and Misjien!*'. 
it also deals with tlie identity cri.-.is 
that most Nepalese and Mkkimk'-- .■ 
people .suffer from these- days 
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S. 1 VS Moiwn. "Iwntf lorentertcun- 
m*’m onJy and not tor iiny didactic pur¬ 
pose " She IS in(>rdin.Jtely proud of 
being India's first teniale spy writer 
and IS proluselv grateful to Ki.irendra 
Kumar for investing so much confid¬ 
ence in hei abilities 

Another high-profile journalist 
whti h«as been published by I lar- 
Anand is Sathya Saran. the editor of 
rcntnui f ter collection of short stories 
titled Ni<;ht T ruiu iimi Other SfiU/cs deal 
with th«' para-normal. At a recent read¬ 
ing organised in Bc'inbay, Saran read 
out a story about eiK oiintcn inga ghost 
Iv figure (tvom 1 ransylvania) on the 
night train to Fdinbiirgh, sending 
shivers up the collective sjiine of her 
audience Kimwr's imprint publishes 
neaily l,(id(i titles by women .lulhors 
every year. He explains his fondness 
toi iemale wnti'rs thus "Women con¬ 
stitute* roughly St) pel ci’iiltil the^Hijiii 
lation c't the lounti v And they are the 
U's! peiiple to write about the varn ui.s 


Ranee Ranchen 

1 ? 




Qajra Kottary 


dU'suinodiinp that tlu' publisliti t?, 
hound to providt- 1 Ic Itas an obhf>a- 
tion toonsure dial lii‘ author's work is 
widi'lv road and appircialct) " I‘ia- 
niod Kaju'oi (i( Roll H(>oks has nnu’h 
ihi-sanK- att'ludi' "F.oory publishing 
hoiisf takos on iu‘W(.'oin<.‘rs," ho says, 
"si’ wo all t.iko 1 isks ' Anil anyw ay, 
sa\'s Kapooi, "What niattf-rs is iho 
i|ualitv ol tlio mainis.Tivit, not whothoi 
till-author IS a tiist timoi or not 

I loiKO. Kapoiit diVsnol lonsnior 
Ilai-Anand to ho any i onipotitoi tor 
Inin I (o protossos grisit rospoit tor 
I’onguiM Initia. whii h ho says is a more 
protossional outtil 

Lhil do:,pito this tondoni v among 
pooplo in tho hook trade Ui ihsmiss 
Kiitnai ns a has- boon, Iheio is ni> deny¬ 
ing that ho IS doing his hit to keep Indi¬ 
an publishing alive But thon.bv novo 
publishing IS 111 Kumar's bloinl He 
onterod tho prolossion sixin atter com- 
jiloliiig his post-gradunlion. and was 
i losoK inv olvod with Iho National 
Bi n>k Trust 

Ho w as 111 laol, in tho running tor 
tho oiw olod post ol diroi lor in tlic 
Nafuinal Book't rust, but was pippoil 
at the post b\ ArvmJ Kumar 
Naiendrii is not parliaularlv liappv 
abiiut I ha' hut it is difl'n ult to draw 
him on the sub)Oit 

Hut publishing is not all there is to 
Kumar tow people know that ho is 
also theoldesi paper seller in Helhi 
Uni\ ersitv and that he is i,pnle a proli 
til author himsell. having written on 
suih varitst subjects as agneullure 
and Zimbabwe 

rhfsedays, though, Kumai lontes 
SOS that he leaves the dav -lo-d,iv runn¬ 
ing ot his publishing empire to his son, 
•.vlule he hiinselt coneenliates on find- 
I mg new authors whom his i ompany 


issues that conhont us tiKl.iv, because 
they give iis a fresh perspective on the 
problems of modern life " 

In his pn iCieiiie for women 
writers. Kumar is rivalU'd only by 
Kali But at Kali, the^' prefer to deal 
with more serious writing that 
revolves around such isr.ues as ci»ni- 
muiialism, foiniiusni etc. And here, 
thov are all praise tov Kumar, lor gi\ - 
nig vi'omen a podium from where they 
lan hold forth on issues close to therr 
heart 

Other publishing houses ai e not 
quite so generous with their praise 
Ravi Dayal, who tuns an 
epimvmously-riamed imprint, for 
instance, finds nothing great about 
Kumar's promotion ot first-time 
authors Says Da\ al, "All publishing 
hous^ invariably promote new 
authors Marketing and publicity, loo. 







Narandra Kumar 



can promote. Not that he ha<i a >;reat 
deal of difticulty doing that. Having 
acquired a reputation tor encouraging 
new writers, Kumar is con-stantly 
deluged with manuscripts by pwiple 
who want to make a breakthrough 
into fiction-writing. 

And to Kumar's credit, he religious¬ 
ly goe-J through each and every 
manuscript, noting down how' ihey 
could be improved Once he selects .1 
manusiript foi publication, Kumar 
spends a lol.oi time with theauthor, tel 
ling him or hei what changes could or 
should be made in the book Once the 
book has been launcht J, Kumar's 
publicity machine giM.*s into over¬ 
drive He sits with his author 
at the India International t'entre as 
members of thi' media troop in one bv 
one to interview him or her at Kumar's 


invitation. If your btsik is published 
by Har-Anand and fails to make an 
impact. It won’ I Vh' because of any lack 
ol elfort on the part of the publisher 
himselt 

Viiniar is convinced that despite thi* 
popularity ot movies and T\', and the 
on.-et of the satellite revolution, books 
w’tU continue to be bought and read 
and that the publishing indirstry will 
continue to flourish in India And with 
it, the fortunes of 1 lar-Anand Publi¬ 
shers will continue to improve. 

The next few years will tell us whe¬ 
ther Kumar's powers c>f prophecy are 
as goiHl as his eye for a gixxi 
manuscTipt Fither way, he will conti¬ 
nue to entertain us with books, whe¬ 
ther the'y are ghost stories, spy thril¬ 
lers, or those* tried and tested sex and 
shopping novels. ■ 
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BHAN nARL'WAlXA 


Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

■ You will be going 
^at guns, says 
Canesha I?o ’ 
anticipate 

collaborations/ ties, meets, 
conterenccs and rendezvous 
You could well be a 
tremendous crowd pullei it 
you aie d public figure Yes, 
the right time to be known, to 
communicate, to extend to 
people around the world 

Taurus 

Apnl 21 — May 20 

! Many Taun*ans will 
I be busy with 
] tinam'idl matters, 
loans, funds, joint- 
acfinint, insurance, premiums 
i/ivrstment. 

I'uv ing/ seliiiig,,'shopping An 
office oi house iniive is 
nossililf that IS il one lias not 
nappeiied lecentlv i'ven it it 
i has, coil m.»v move agiiiii Ik- 
I .iplnnistt-. but not ir.uv h 

j Gemini 

\ May 21 ■ -■ June 20 
! r VB This IS the djwn ot 
I parli.ersllips. 

! HME voiiia.ts 
I IBlHw dssoLMtions 
I iiulueiiii’s Hid lies iiigiiitral 
' At the s.iiTie tune loiirieoil, 
i .iiid ■ our iiiJej'eiKlemc will 
I dl,-. 1 be more impoitam to 
I voii Ajoornec w on the 
I iiinis ,\lieriMliv-'ls Joexpevt 
I visitois l-atetul dece-ions will 
! bt t.ikeii 


Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

.’ 'J ,Nows from distant 

places will keep you 
busy and on your 
J toes New and 
exciting career avenues do 
onen out to you. It is 
absolutely certain that great 
responsibilities will be placed 
upon you You could be 
involved with the education 
ot a child Remember to share 
voiii needs frankly. 

Leo 

July 21 — August 21 

[ JkZ:'' I Chice again, 

children, education, 
j creative pursuits, 
j lakiiig chances will 
fascinate you -There is every 
possibility ot 

ovenndulguig/oveisfieiidmg 
either vtuirselt or others or 
eei\ probably bolli Idii must 
learn to iiiaiket vo'ir considei 
able skills The light time to 
iidverlise oi sell an idea 

Virgo 

Augusl 22 - ' September 22 

\ Ttiere f. I he distinct 

I I possibility o* 

i planning i >< 
ilHK. / deHissing <1 ncv. 
otniv or hi line nith \our 
p.ii'tiiei OI fi.irents, Yhe heiioti 
i.s tli.il ordinal V .uliv die's take 
I'M a deep meaning an-J •iiiile 
iniivirt/Uiie ^ollr iwarenes*. 
w ill be honed to a line pUi h 
Vini mil'll di' some tighfropi 
walking to tnamlam balant •- 


Libra 

September 23 — October 22 
New contacts and 
JPRCj acquaintances, .ind 
consequently, plenty 
/.*i oi buz/ and 
excitement in yoor hie, both 
pi'rsonal and protessioiial 
^icially, a bus\ time Health 
safeguards are the ke\' to 
happiness Canesha says try 
not to overdo and do gel U'st 
You w ill splurge .1 great di al 
and that vi'ill give Iwpfnness 

Scorpio 

October 23 -- November 22 

' Thanks to hitting tli<' 
target you will be in 
l the momw 1 ove Will 

I’*’ f'A' exciting but 
immensely lompli-'ateil Venus 
in voiii si'lh sign atiording lo 
Western astiologv. giees vuu 
iliarisin.1 ot almost lat.il 
attrailion A'crious prop.isil is 
on the wav Money will help 
\ou lo grow in conlidente and 
use it tor piihlu wellare 

Sagittarius 

November 23 - December 20 


r aittn . Important work 
' ' mu',I he liiushi'd on 

lime and di.it m.n 
HBhuV iiol bt' as cas\ .e, >i>i. 
tliiiil OI hopi \(iii iviU be ' 
I'lihbliiig volt,ini' .•! eneii;;. 

.mil eiili'tjinse Irv not lo I'v 
111 I’rhi'.irmg o! ilul.iloiial oi 
you will undo maiiv good 
'hmt’.s and siireK Ih.il is no! 
what you want I he past v il! 
afti'v't YOU 


Capricorn 

December 21 — January 19 

r Croii]', community 

I ^ If I and sticial aetivitiis; 
i I as w ell as 

MlMta responsibilities anil 
duties kivp you tullv 
eiigagwi. spen.illy ,is duty 
means much to vou 
Membcrshij' in organi.sations 
will be inutiiallv beneficial A 
little extra elloil and Hire m 
peisonal lel.itionsliif's is 
strongly advised 

Aquarius 

January 20 - Febroa.'y 16 
I'eop'le will no 
longer makeemplv 
I 'ton J pnimisi's but do 
[ .J exailly wh.it vou 
wiinl therh to A'ld th >1 vmH be 
a most welcome ihaiige lou 
aie '. erv defiiutelv in theavfu 
al prc'iess ol binid'ng ',oini' 
Ihmg solid and subisli!’itiui 
loll will be conneiied via 
oTg,mis,itions and meets and 
dial IS .e.real 

Pisces 

February 19-- March 20 

I ’ a'! voiu tue I'l-kn 

ri',iJ\ AUeinaln elv 

Hr ''/fl ‘ kiieigneis, total 
aianjters, to '. isit vou I'ven 
si.v, iHlhion I laid WO! k ,ind 
innli hiiig lewMids ari- v«-iv 
liki U forl’i-Ai'aiis I'liase 
I'xpeil .1 goodk shar*' ot 
I - imphmeiits and applause 
Tups ,md ties lUe toret'il-f ho 
'.',cl set to tiavel 


BIRTHDAYS 


makes you 

ve^inlni6pati.vc^ sphiicmit, expiVM^veand dextroua. Dw 

hu» e4 wIB seixe you. 

POtrutny 12 : Moon'? lastipiailer is finely fdaced wtih 
Sahmi, fnoignss tihcl poeificut. Katuntlly, fitere will be financial 
hUTOtMi. 

tlAlifUfUiy t3i MixRV'F^to fionjunction leads to fame and 
. fcMwe^ hobbies, upmanoa and speculation. Do sndalise to gain 
and tobehi^ipy.. . . 

iVtnyeuy Jw Moonset^SMnMarsmeaasyoucovddgo 
aUout ^x^dieik bettloye, ftmn(»,buu(net» 


Ofienings, an official engagemeivt, cxilkboratiom and profits. 
Travel is on the canis 

Piskruaty 15 : If intertsted iiv ieiettu'. ttsHton'h, OTgrimsation, 
nmving and unnugntbnn, this is a good vtsnr. Bi»t expenses will 
soar. 

Pvbrttaiy Ifii,- Miwcitry confumtion Uranus tsan 
exceptionally powerful one For thi>s.- in saU"- journalism. Lsw 
and roUgion. spivod your wing.s 

Ffhniitrylj: M<>on .vextlk* Veiuts Buto assures succeas, 
comforts, and a gtmmni.s daidi of mmonce and bt'auty. A year 
to show th*' wurkl how good you really arc. 
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EASTERN RAILWAY 
Howrah 

Dailtl-kalla Mail 
Armltsa Mali 
Bombav Mall . 

rnuvB (New Dflihil Fimms .. .. . 

'.*/ ■ . ‘ I 

1‘oorva (Navi DelM) bq)ris!> .. 

' • I M 1 ■ ' ..1' 

Rajdhmi Cupiess . 

Rakthanl txpnnc . ' " 

Jodhiiur Ewrers 

ShataMi (BMam SM CKyJ Dyitass 

^ *. I'f .. , ., 

illmolf: (Jar^nu-Tewll Exprasr 

GumahaH Twrasi 
. ’■ 1.. ... 

Gucaktipw Dquus 

Purtanctal (GoraMipur) Express 
■.'.S' : 

Doai Exprass .. 
ltdyan Acha Toolsn Ei^nns "i. 
Amritsar Exptiss 
Kaltniduni ruprae: 

MWina (Raxaul Express 
Kamnip (GuuiaMl) Eiptass 
Black Diamond Eimmss 
CoallbKl Expmss 
Aaansol Express 
ui Eimtsss 
UK Eipass 
Ssnfliiltalar Eiow 
Cnambsi (Gmllar) Exptsss 

"ii I,'... ■ 1. I 

Shipis (Indore) Express 

I'l; 'A' ‘ • 1" 

'■ ' '.'.1 .y 1. 

SMtlpunl (Chopan) 

CtomiM (Apia CriK.) 

O'I 1.1 !• !i' .!(, 

Seaidah 

Taaa-Toisa Express 
Darjeeling MaH 

LalQuIia Eigitass .u f..' i ii 
Kenchaflunga (Uandhia) Express 
Gout ~ 

KAhar 

Jammu-Twl Eqireas 
Mughal Sam Enitaas . i '.iii' i.'i 
BhmimM (Laljip 
Genoa Saga i 
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SOUTR-EJ^ERN RAILWAY 
Howrah 

Madras Mall 
Bonbsn Mai! 

GNanjui (Bomb^ Express 
Shatabdi (Raxtela) Express 


Ahmadabad Bpress 
Kuria Exprass . . :. 
CoremaiKtai (Madras) 
FulatoKiKi (Q 


Arrha) 

Tima On 


. ■ 


iress . 
Express 


Bangalorp Fwress 


Tab Steal Fiprass 
ispa (Jharsuguda) umress 
TWagem ExpnKS 
liancnl Hatia Fxpress 
Pud Express 

Jagannah (Puii) Express 
Olwll (Bhubanasanr) Eioias;. 
Eaa Coast (Hydaafaad) Express 
Pimjlla ‘xpnss 


Arad Hind (Puns) Weekly Express 
Bhubanaswa' Naw Oaiil Rajdhanl Express . 

■: A .i‘ . 1, . > . 

No* Dallil-Bhubanasmi Haldhani Express 

/ i! |. 

Gjathai Haanti Tilvandnin CarAx Express 

r.'..'.|, 

Triirandnsp Central ■ Howrah - Guwanafl Express 

Cochin Hartr-'jt Terminus - Guwahatt Weekly 
Eqitess \ 

* ' 

Gueahai Cochlti Hartiou leimlnus Waricly 


..1.1,1. .'1 

CacNn Haibou. Terminus Express 


Guerahai - Bangaore Cfly Weekly £xpies.s 

f. eN' ' ' • 

• . 

City ~ Guwah^ WnMy Otpres 

J-'.IW- ' ^ 

“i'll, I , 


illwn an 

EasMm Ralhmy mins, ptas-so dial 2203545-54 (or In-coming trains. 2203535- 
44 (or all attiat Inftirtniilon For ln(Dnnatton atxMt raswvaHons on Ess(erTi 
Railway and Sou(h-Eaalani Railway mirs. dial 2203496-3500 ((rom 8 am to 
B pm on waakdM and 8 am to 2 pm on Sundays and gamt led holidays) 
In Bddttlon, dial 1331 (lor racorded intomallon on train running). I3i (n\)ar 
dlnci train opataUons) and 135 (legardlng resarvatloas) Train satvico anquirv 
at Saaldah 3503535-37 
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NOT THE HOLE 
STORY 


Samita Bhatia o)/ hoir rinil sIh,l> it out 

thnm^h compel it iiv cani/)cn^ns 


I t LaJita;/ (renn*mbi*r her?) »hd a 
Surf liard-s.ell time back 
comparing the blue Jeteigent 
with other washing pc'vvders 
(without naming brands), more reamt 
ly Mnit-o launched a no 'holes' barred 
battle against Polo Such competitive 
advertising, trving to outdo the ric al 
brand by taking pot sh<»ts at it, has 
become very common nowadays 
Some have called such campaigns 
taking the battle into the enemy's 
camp While branils slug it out ipiite 
openly in the West, the concojit ol tak¬ 
ing on rivals head-on is yet to tind it's 
feel in India Competitive cainp.ngn- 
ing may still be in its infancy here but 
attempts are being mad., nevei theless 
W'hile most admen .igree on the 
need for an aggressive ad campaign, 
explaining that a marki ting i,lrategy 
allows for competitiveness, Ihev also 
concede that it works most eJficienth' 
III prodm ts with spivitn' attributes 
Says Kabul Kansal of Mudra C onuiui 
nicalions, 'This kind oi advertising 
will pick up tor a product c.iti-gorv 
w'hcre the decision-making is 'ration¬ 
al'. I'Oi certain priidiu'l categories one 
can't but compare the features that are 
common to both brands In such cases, 
the consurnei needs to know' througli 
a comparison, the features of one 
against the other. Ad campaigns must 
then reduce the arguments to hard 
facts This is only fair." 

Such compari-sons really help the 
consumer to arrive at a just decision 
But undue aggressiveness can put 
people oft Adds Kansal, "It's unfortu¬ 
nately such advertising that jars rathe: 
than works. One shouldn't go over¬ 
board taking pot shots at rivals, delibe¬ 
rately running them down <md by tak¬ 
ing up cudgels on behalf of your own 
prcKiuct " 111 such instances, the brand 
personality emerges as brash, aggres¬ 
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sive, belligerent and the con.sumei 
may not fall tor it 

However, the ad world should iu>t 
shv away from competiti\ e adverti¬ 
sing, leeis Kan.sal "I'm not suggv'Sting 
that one should use it sp.iringly. but 
use It only when it is truly laimri'd 
The attack on the rival shouKl hold, 
should bi' Vulid without Kii'king too 
aggiessive " '\dvertiseu'er.ts become 
pure tun when there is no moralising 
about the jiroduct 

Sivs H I '\'s Shankar K.i|.in Ih.’ mar. 
behind tin- IVpsi i n-alivi ails. "* 'om 
pctitivc .idvertismg is a long siandim'. 
and well ai knois letiged dm ici', in't 
sa-n much m the coimti v .is iJiere has 
been \ erv little genuine ni airy bet 
vve<Mi biaiids " 

Ai lonlmg to liajan, compv'tstive 
adeerlismg rekindles oi Jieightens 
consiiniei interest m tlie prodiK t •\nd 
if 11 is done iM-ll flien it builds on sonu 
benefit or ailv.intiige.dneit oi insii 
ns'l. III the cii'isiimer 


m DON’T am a hole intdvx hiiad. 

so WHY HAVE ONE INYOVR MINT? 



T he first bland battles on the hori¬ 
zon were detergent wars (Surl and 
Nirmafthat boldly tiKUsed on the con-^ 
sumei At pitched battle was iiiuglit 
between 1 ata S.tll and ('aptamC'oiik 
- powdered salt iis against granular 
salt ('aplam Cook had taken on an 
establishcvl hr.mii bv the horns and 
even while no names were mi-iitioned 
the customer kllev^ what tin \ were 
referring to 

Sal's Kansal, "The k aplam k ook 
advertisement is .uiualls n spool on 
adveitismg tl'.at picks on slereiitvpe^ 
liki I ahla,',' it 14 . mpar.iliieadieitis 

ing Is 't.istetiiliv' doni' 
and tlie k »iptam t 'ool- .salt is .m ,ijii 
example-- then it will not smack ol ,i 
me t(X) ,speii.illv since the tone ot liie 
ad IS ni I! that of a li>sei 'I here's a 
(.erlam voi kinessand bra/eimess m 
the ad " Rather than simplv rujiiim!' 
down the rival product the product 
tries 111 prove itself better hv 
compaiisoii 

However, if it is just .i gimmuk lo 
hog the limelight, thi'ii even the con 
siinier will reject the pioduct, ta-l 
most admen 'N'everlorget that the 
consuinei is very discerning toilav 
Anil can very easily silt the essence 
frtiiTi Ihechatt," teels Kansal 

C ompetitive advi'rtising sp irked 
oM cola ivars of another kind inv>rc 
recently Pepsi Fixids I amilixJ and 
Coca Cola India through a series Lit 
high decibel prumoticnis toiight for 
their brand visibility Instead of being 
put ofl by Its rejection at the Wills 
World ( up bid for official drink sta¬ 
tus, I’epsi capitalised on its unotficial' 
status and touted it m a style that was 
almost like a celebration 

First apt'nred the red, very graplm 
commercial of Cota tiola The Real 
Thing, as it flashed its very official slan- 







ding. Moving away from the conven¬ 
tional style oT using cricketers, the six 
Coke commercials jxjsitioned them¬ 
selves very differently while at the 
same time visibly asscKiating them¬ 
selves with cricket and Wills. 

Pepsi hitback saying there was noth¬ 
ing official about it. "The Pepsi ads are 
spunky — and clearly are the ads ot 
the new generation This fits in with 
the personality that Pepsi has created 
for itself," say.s an ad world observer. 

A Pepsi official explains, tongue- 
in-cheek, that liefore they launched 
the campaign they conducted a mar¬ 
ket survey that poSi*d a series ol ques¬ 


youth identify with; they stand out as 
example.s of determination, having a 
winning attitude. Pepsi is delight^ 
with Its iong-.standing relationship 
with the heroes of the game who share 
two passions with the Indian voulh — 
C licket and Pepsi," adds a Pepsi 
olticial. 

l-!ach ol the seven Pep.si ads take pot 
shots at C oke'.s otficial status. Pepsi — 
nothing oHirial about il, runs the imc 
While the Coke ads have been describ¬ 
ed as logi'-ccntric and "nothing to 
them than a running caricature" the 
Pepsi campaign has .sconsJ high on 
ratings, say ad pundits 


Living up to their punchlint.'Bo 

young have tun, drink lVp.sr the 
Pi'psi ads are more catchv and oasilj 
rt*menibered. Pepsi has always 
emphasised on 'choice — The choice 
ol a new generation' and quite clear!) 
It's the right choice, baby." Con¬ 
sumers have even \ oucheef that il one 
was to personity Pep.si and L oke, the 
former would emerge as much 
younger somebody more adventu¬ 
rous, somebcxly possibly. e\'eii more 
Indian 

Pepsi nun' have lo.st to t oke in the 
World L up tray, but they feel thc’y 
have not lost much "Attei all what 
does the ofticial status give a brand’ In 
stadia ads, the nghl to .serve sot! 
drinks to the pla vt*rs and the [iiiHic'* 
We reaHv haven’t lost out " 

Pepsi's ad budget is ]ust about 20 
per c ent c>f Coke ioi the World C'up 
But a Pepsi spokesman asserts, that 
large ligurc's do nc>l nc'cessariK imply 
a successlul marketing stance And its 
'nothing official' campaign pioves his 
point 

ecentlv, a candy made a comt'back 
piggvbai k riding on the success¬ 
ful ad strah'gv ot a ri\ a! Mint-o emerg¬ 
ed in Its new incarnation minus the 
hole, plus an ad slrinigv that exploit¬ 
ed the hole m lheconi}.Hiitor's 
campaign 

It w'asquiteappaicnl that I’olo had 
caught the fanev of the consumer. 
i'hcMr siu c'i‘ss w as tivii prcmgisJ - 
Polo single handed! V created the mini 
inaiket aiul. imporlantly. thev had 
achievc*d this quite eKcvtivelv without 
anv obvious relerencc’ U' the primary 




tions to the core gn>up ol Pepsi drin¬ 
kers m the age gj oiip ot I to 2 .'> years 
Thesuri ey tirew up some ir.lerestmg 
tacts, including the six most disliked 
words by this target group 

"Besides discipline, corruption and 
others — 'official' was the most hated 
word," he laughs. 

A nd there are tc> be many 'oflicials' 
during the World Cup Visa, the 
official cTgdil card. Centre Fresh, the 
official chewing gum, Fuji, the official 
film roll. Wimpy's the official last 
foixl, and of course Coke, the official 
soft drink. 

N'evej one to give up, Pepsi took on 
its rival by unleashing a series ot ads 
featuniig role models for the young 
Sachin Tendulkar, Mohamni^ Arha- 
ruddin, VincHl Kamble, Ian Bishop 
and Courtney Walsh and also umpire 
Dickey Bird. "These are the people the 







oi l\nulaiTii')i 1 »i! oi niiiu 

bj\>l’rji! '-‘I* ' .£ I 

Aiiibii’ni !■ (1 isii mouUi 

but Ihi- )'vil( wiJ'' J(i not 
siii^’;li' k >>!n;iiunii L)tt lit's 

Hild IIi.kI*- ‘'I" ■' llTOni'CS 

111 til*' nuiutb in’sln.-(iinj, .itiribiili"' ut 
I'liio ihcu tln-bti'nd wiiiilil run 
I’lf risk ii! bfin;; <issivMti‘;i \s ili'i pro 
diii’ts iiki' toiilhp ist'.'s or rnoLilli 
w<isbi-s\v!iKli,ir< i.i)iisidiit<*d MTV son 

oils piodii. is " 

rolt> I'd ktllOlhl'F |ilil|OI sill - 

coss The lids, ilu>u>;h liard-sellin*’ a 


j i.ui'iv wiTi nolrjvviule J'hep.-Ddiivt 
j (s ■,uvt’ tll.it t'vi'ii itdiills ivitl not hi'silii 
ti ro riMch out tor .1 1 ’olo "I’oloiiiaiirif; 
111 to break that barrier that a i anJv 
vva.s Tint )i!sl fiirrhilJren while at the 
Si.iiie time it was not purely adult 
■■ 1 he ad Vi >rtin^ lent ifselt to a vei\ 
lari;e aiuiienie," s,u s an I'b'ierver 
‘sinveaininl 1 >\ ils\«.i\ Matiiievan 
IU>‘ lie \’iew ed in .1 si'i'ious ll^h.l till' 
I'okitampaip.n luitiy; il^ hat on the 
hole Says Kant " I he huh'wasi-xploit- 
ed in a mann-T, style and tone w hieh 
! was simply stupendous " 



So the Polo USP became the hole 
and the punchline went The mini 
wTth tlie holt'*' 

Kant emphiisises that besides arch 
rival Polo, Bakeman's had no bench* 
marks —an ad vantage that Polo enjoy¬ 
ed in lei ms of the opportunity of pick¬ 
ing and choosing trom a host of inter¬ 
national Polo campaigns 

Mint o h.id already existed in the 
h.ighlies, its earlier form with a hole, 
and Bakeman's, ccmrentrating on the 
biscuit market, decided not to expand 
the mint market It's atter mint became 
a pojnilar product that Bakeman's got 
scMoiis about Minl-O. And thus the 
first )ob was cast tor it* the composi¬ 
tion and the flavour "We had a bench¬ 
mark. Polo, ,md It was the Polo-user 
ivho we were l.irgeling Customers 
wanteil something stronger and 
sweeter —and that's the aspect we 
wanted to exploit " 

With Bakeman's deciding on its mis¬ 
sion to make itselt entirelv different 
IromPolo, The most obv lou-. thing to 
do was tv) plug the hole, keeping the 
t.ii'i in mind th,il the entire !-\i|o storv 
hangs 1)11 the lu)le." sav.s Kani "Ikisi- 
calK. iis vine hoarding gvH^s. all holes 
baried VWcouliliVl haveiloneaiiytii- 
ing else " 

Bakemaii s w as cjiule clear that in ' 
i\ h.itv '’cr torm tlicy laimi lied the ])n> 
liiK I it was go,ng to expand tlii' mar 
ket 1 he option was eitluT to take an 
indepomlenl route or a Polo-centru 
one Polo opted tor the path ol least 
resistance 

So Mint o asked, "'^'oil don't hiivea 
hole in voui head, so why have one in 
\oiir mint’' Attacking the hole around 
which I’lilo's suiLCSs lay Mint-ii told, 

' 1 he will lie storv Not the Hole Si-ny ' 

' I he whole mint Not the hole mint' 
and delmitelv 'Wholesomenot 
liolesome 

T he ail )'und Its believe that the Mint- 
I) campaign was amongst the fin - 
est examples ol bow vou can vreato 
knocking advertising "It is not knock¬ 
ing for the sake of it, and that's where 
thedilleienie lies The fundamental 
platform is prixluct-centric and this 
single-mindedness is gifted Ui us by 
Ni'stle Polo," explains Kant 

VVe h.u'e had cola wars, mint wars, 
salt and detergent wars where one pro- 
dnef has tried to oust the other trom 
the market through 'fun' campaigns 
that have played around words or sim¬ 
ply cxwnpared one product with the 
other The strategies may have work¬ 
ed or may not have worked, but th«*v 
ha vi- definitely caught attention and 
popularised the brand. M 
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JUNIOR WHIRL t iAi r,-'! 


POST HASTE! 

Quicklv, name the 
M state liesicnated 
bv each t)l the fol¬ 
lowing postal 



abbrcviabons. MA. 
MI', MD, Ml, MN. 
MO, MS. M7. 

liriKslJ^' ei(l> *1' 

»»«Y> ..uiL*\<. • n* , 


UP FOR GRABS! Which route — 1.2. 3 or 4 — 
does the football take to reach receiver at point X? 
It’s for you to decide. 


SIX PACK! 

You will note that wrlh th»* exception mun- 
bers in a single diagonal row. all three-nuniber 
rows in the diagram shown total six. However, jt 
is jxissible to sriiH just one row of numbers and 
haveall horizontal and v'erliealrows.and bolhdj.i- 
gonals, total six. I .el's sec 
how nuK'kh vou can 
make this iiiijnslment. v 
Time limit. Tw'o _ 

minutes rr\ 


|i ipis III n,i( ir iKunfol 
»>if»\ il . .It|| 41' ^i.h, 

\t IIU |«> 'iM > 
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HOCUS-FOCUS 
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MUSING OVER HIGH 
POINTS 

HOW did earth's satellite, tlie 
moon. g<.i into orbit^ Perhaps it 
just snowballed down a moun¬ 
tain as suggestetl below 5 itv it 
vou can put thesi* panels m a logi¬ 
cal order. 

-And, speaking cit mountains, 
each ccmtinent has its highest 
pcvik. ScH- if you can match lhc*sc' 
v'ontuic'iits with peaks lisit*d 
below. 

1 Afiict__ 

2. Asia_ 

3. Europe_ 

4. N. America_ 

5. S. America_ 

Peaks Aconcagua, F'dbriis, 
Eveiest. Kilimanjaro, Mv. Kiiiles. 
i'.S.: Which pc'ak is highest' 


^ tHk’ ‘;cnin»» 

1 I'-'i.-w , .niunuiiiv 1 (I ,! 1 j.ir-i,. 



































































































































































Fash® 

ALL THAT SHINES- 

Is not gold, says SamUa Bhatia, r^rting on the 
costume jewellery business in India 


I t has been said that accesaoiws 
are fa^on's best kept secret. 

Bc^ of colour on dull 

g(^ polished earrings may just 
accentuate your style. Artfully crafted 
artifidal jewellery in ookniTS tftat are 
rich, earthy or neutral may just add 
the right touch of warmth to a plain 
ensemble. Coordinates have a momen¬ 
tum that take you irom the hip to chic, 
and horn the afternoon to the evoiing. 

Women have even carried them on 
widt aplomb at beauty pageants. 
Remember Francesca Hart, Miss India 
second runner up 1994, who wore 
hu^ wooden b«ds around her neck 
and on her ears during the contest? 
And ev<m such media icons as the Prin¬ 
cess of Wales, whose jewellery collec¬ 
tion is next to none, has been photogra¬ 
phed wearing the occasional piece. 

While a midti-crore fashion busi¬ 
ness is flourishing today in India, 
accessories have bagged thdrshwof 
this huge pie. But while rne West libe¬ 
rally supplements its ensembles with 
e^qpensive designer jewellery (a la the 
peurl and diamond ch(d(ers worn by 
the actresses in such soap operas as 
Sonia Barbara and The Bad and the 
Beautiful) Indian women have yet to 
relinquish their love for the real thing. 

Multiplirity of dements contribute 
to making costume jewellery quite dif- 
fdent from its aitffktal counterpart. 
Most takes are created out of a mixed 
metal alloy, are d v«-cast and manufac¬ 
tured in bulk witn a piece finding no 
less than a thousand r^Iicas. The sto¬ 
nes (mostly semi-predous and cubic 
zerconia or look alike diamonds) are 
always pasted on and are not 
encrusted, though th^' may have 
been cut and processed Hke precious 
stones. . 

'The sole objective of costume jewel¬ 
lery in the West is to accentuate the 
look of the outfit. And it is very dtfif«r- 
ent from how we understand it in 
India," sa^ Dc^i-based accessory 
designer Sande^ Gupta. Wliat is junk 
jewdlery to Indians and can be bought, 
off pavement shops from anywhere 
28 








kfybva 7 liinltedtntheooitnljy.The ! 
balkofhisowncreatiotisafipexpcMted! 
toOtto Versencl, 3Suis9es,$piej^, 
Sea», Aria's (Hong Kong), h^yer Bro¬ 
thers (Atuti9lia> 9nd Lewis. 
Maf«'s the pi^ for the varl^ of Indi¬ 
an cxMtume leweUery with it's multifa¬ 
rious influea^ices just boggles the mind. 
Besides one can get international 
styles made with Indian materials. 

Then, of course, tiiere is the eco- 
friendly costume jewdlery segment. 
‘This is in great demand overseas, even 
if it does get i^ored here. Embettish' 
ments are cratied in clay and buffalo 
horn while a lot of the jewellery is 
fashioned out of natural raw materials 
which can be rmlaoed, repaired and 
even recycled. The options are pheno¬ 
menal and indude rosewood, shell, 
mother-of-pearl, silver, white metal, 
buffalo bone and glass. 

C alcutta, Jaipur, Bombay, Hydera¬ 
bad, Gujarat, Kutch are among 
the regions which influence the 
designs that hundreds of craftsmen 
work out tirelessly. The raw materials 
are sourced from all over the country. 
Hence, you get a genuinely national 
product: silver from Kolhapur, agate 
from Cambay, glass from Firozab^, 
brass and copp^ from Muradabad, 
zinc and lead (for cast jewellery) frran 
Bombay and glass from Madras. Addi¬ 
tionally a lot erf the material is culled 
from the small vUiages of Uttar 
Pradesh. 

Though the players in the business 
claim that costume jewellery has more 
buyers today than the last five years, 
they empha^se that these accessories 
find fa vour only with the younger age- 
group—school and college girls ard 
models. .Aswingim third-year stu¬ 
dent of the North Clelhi canrpus, 
Sangeeta Chopra, loves to shim for 
jewellery at Delhi's Janpath, "it's inex- 
poisive, trendy aiKl completely safe to 
wear around town." 

Ruchi Malhotra, the model- 
tumed-actress who was crowned 
Miss Asia Pacific runner up, says, 
"Wcrnien need jewellery and 1 perso¬ 
nally go for the popular styles in 
rough textures and the jui^e look. 
Combinations in black and white are 
quite popular," irfie says. 

Wltile the ramp may tend itself to 
the heavily accessoried look, the con- 
oeFrf has foiled to hold the imagination 
or tlw interest of the average Indian 
woman. The wemum who introduced 
India to the concept of semi-precious 
jewellery, Ashakamal Modi of Art 
karat says: "It's an attitudinal pro- 
blem that Indians have towards artifi- 



While the West liberally supplements its ensembles 
with expensive designer jew^ry (a the peaii and 
diamfind chokers worn by the actresses in such soap 


operasasSantaBoilfamaisidTheBoldandihe 
iSeoidiiM Indian womoi have yet to relinquish their 
love for the real thing 



dal jewellery which many foel is not 
compatible with the Indian attire and 
will xwver really be ounsidered a 
rrolaoement for real jewellery. Even 
when predous and semi-precious sto¬ 
nes ate set in ^ver Act don't find 
buyers easily though the jewdlery 
may be really exotic." 

Her main grouse is that most wom¬ 
en do not have Ae confidence to carry 
ofl jewellery whidi is crafted in any 
metal other than gold. "Most women 
would be honifieit at flte fliought erf 
wearing Silver plated jewdl«ry with 
semi-predous stones for a wedding or 
a par^. Besides they'd rather invest in 
10 gm of gold than ^y a piece from 
me priced at Rs 6,000." Therefore, the 
res^nsefrom the ladies has been luke¬ 
warm and selling the Art Karat con¬ 
cept has been an uphill task for Modi. 
"My team and 1 have had to educate 
wiMncn about the jewellery I create. 
I've had to treat every new aistomer 
as a student." 

At the same time Acre arc irfhers 
like Shanaz Husain, ^uibana Azmi, 
Ehpti Naval and ^larmila Tagcne wlu* 





9«v«arby the Art Karat name. Modi 
explains, "These ladies who form the 
large part of my client base have no 
hang ups and 1^1 that they don't have 
anything to prove to anyone Besides, 
Art Karat jeweHeiy gives them a 
change from real jewellery." 

Some designers in ilw fray firmly 
believe that if yt»u givt* intenutiitnal 
quality inerrhandise, you will find the 
custonners. According to Mixii, 
ci>stunu> jewellery available abroad is 
much better than anything in the Indi¬ 
an market ift terms of quality. Which Ls 
perham why even Indian women 
don't ninch i-;! buying it abroad—des¬ 
pite the muen Mi^r price. 

Geetanjali Kashyap, a co.stumc 
jewellery fan herself, maintains that 
the quality of the ji’wellery available in 
India is not comparable with the inter- 
natu'nal pnxlucts and what Indian 
designt'rs put on lire ramp to go with 
their en.sembl»s> is string jewellery 
which is of very piKir quality "While 
ac(X*ssories can be great fun to wear 
and experiment with, in India there 
are practically no dedicated coshiine 
jewellery designers Abroad, pnees 
can be as stee^i as £1,000 where you'll 
just be paying for the craftsnunship 
and the biand name. I wear a lot of the 
Chanel jewellery which can cost an 
equivalent of R.S UUlOO-15,000 - • and 
that's not junk jewellery," she says. 

T hough our own civatMins may fail 
to attract the mass ma Vet, expen 
sive items too can find buyers it the 
quality is of international standards 
Designer I,ouis beraud t*nIiTed Ihe 
mai ket with.swanky Pansian design.s 
and Swati Siiighania, managing direc'- 
tor, I.MU 1 S Feraud, India, says, "ITie 
jewellery sales troni the I xmis Feraud 
rollections are not volume sales but 
then the jewellery has not been mass 





Though the players in the 
business claim that 
costume jewellery has 
more buyers today than 
the last five years, they 
emphasise that these 
accessories find favour 
only with the younger 
age-group—school and 
college girls and models 






produced." 

C)n a Louis Feraud mannequin there 
are multi-coloured rhinestone encrust- 
eil in metal, wixxlen accessories, shiny 
gold and silver look-alikes. The 
designs are Western to coordinate 
with the si-ven collections of designer 
outfits that are available. While the 
designer sells a complete look with a 
great emphasis on accessories —brace- 
Irts, earrings, hat pins, broaches, scarf 
dips and necklaces can be bought for 
anywhere bewteen Rs 300-2,0011. And 
it's not just college kids who are mak¬ 
ing a bwUne for the jewellery. Says 
Singhania, "It has appealed to 
17-year-olds as well as to working 
women in their 3fts." 

Kashyap is not too sure. She feels 
that even if .highly priced arlifidal 
jewellery were to come into the mar¬ 
ket in the near future, the prices would 
keep the Indian buyer away. "The 
competition that future jewellery 
designers have from the international 
top-of-lhc-line brands is tough but 
they can perhaps hold their own if 
they can introduce a line that's inter¬ 
est^, breaks away from the tradition¬ 



al mould and is a blend of imxlern 
designs." 

C urrently, with most of the aivesisiv 
ries being made primarily to meet 
massive export orders for foreign 
catalogues, the market demands very 
good designers. In respon.se, the Natio¬ 
nal Institute of Fashion Trdmology 
(NIFD launched a three-year Acce*s<uv 
ry Design cxiurse to hnm jowellery 
designers. Says Jatin bhatt. chairper 
son. Accessory Design, "Wecommenc- 
ed this throe-pronged ixiurse in res 
ponse t< > the demands of the ta.shion 
industry. The idea wa*- to introduce 
traditional crafts and skills into Indian 
costume jewellery. Besides it would 
give benefits of altemativeapiplication 
to our craftsmen." 

The course which had just ] 2 stu¬ 
dents on its rolls at Ihe outset n<'w h.is 
a lull strength of 30. That accessory 
designers are m great demand is prov 
eo by the fact that the industry 
demands more graduates than the 
Institute ran meet and fxS per c»*nt ol 
the students tind placements m en 
before they graduate. ■ 


29 






First PERSON 


mkSmrH/iROORis9^iploi^,^tt>mermi400iam^^ 

Indian Novel, Tharoar new Indie09 e.’ 

ahnlirisit, he to(dc time (^h/^jimi^fh^iiiuestkmA fear TheTeie^^ 



T A jTlut i» your idea of perfect 

VV KappifieM? 

That it doesn't exist V.^imperfect 
humans can only be imperidhly 
hwpy, 

What la your Bteateat rear? 
eXfearitstu. 

Who wriwhat has been fee grea t e al 
fttfltienee in your life? 

My father—my mentor, gbide,' 
oritic,sui^>orterand friend. He pa»«d 
away more than two yeecrs ago, and I 
atUl nusahim. 

do you dislike moat in ofeen? 
Itrynottodhdilceofeers—fh^are 
what few are, and my dislikes won't 
change that 

What do you dlaUke uioat in youradl? 

My duonk inability to say "no", 
(biduding to this interview.} 

What is yonx moat predoua 
possession? 

Myfemily. 

What objects do you always carry? 

Too many pens, too Utde paper; a 
visiting card holder (often without the 
visiting cards); assorted mints; and a 
Canesh key-chain bearing keys to 
long-kwt locks. 

What makes you most depreaaed? 

Injustice: avoidable suffering; 
misunderstandings; waste. 


What do you didike moat on your 
appearance? 

The parts I can't coruteal. 

What h fowt favourite word? 

I^cticmairy-:~becaiiseit cemtains 
nw other favourite words, thousands 
offeem. 

f¥hat is your favourite ioumey? 

Htxoieward, from anywhere. 

What Is your favourite druun? 

CX mychildien'-^itsoallyolus - 

am awake. ^ 
What ia ynurnig^Ktinaic? 

Of my children not being theretodo 
the feiii^wpnever find feefimetodieri 
Who oc what ia-fee gwalestlove id 
yourUte? 

What is your 
favourite word? 


Dictionary—because 
it contains my other 
favourite words, 
thousands of them 


What brings tears to 
your eyes? 


Smoke, dust, seasonal 
allergies and 
sentimental movies 


wife, k^n, who ia tny (and our 
sons') most loyal friend and severest 
critic; whose beauty and intellect I am 
stilt in awe of 21 years after we first 
met-^and whow laugh ciut shatter 
glass at 20 paces. 

l^at is your source of sustenance? 

Faith—'- in the world, in myself and 
in a Higher Being whow design for 
this planet has seen fit toindude me. 
On what occasions do you lie? 

When answering impertinent 
^estionnaire& {Every sentence here 
is untrue, ^tedallyfnisone.) 

What is your graatest regret? 

Nut .having more time vrith my 
fafeer, not being able to enjoy him 
grmvingold. 

What Iw been your happiest 
moment:? 

■The birth of my twin sons— tinged 
with anxiety, because they were seven 
weeks premature. The anxiety passed 
but fee happiness remains, and grows 
happier emm pa^ng year. 

What bringa iesifs to your eyes? 
iSra<]ke,4ust, seasonal alleiijples and 
aenfenental movies. 

How do you eriax?. 

By reading about crldket, and 
watching it ufeen 1 can. 

What do you envy moat in ofecn? 

Their oertitudea. 

How woedd you tike lobe 
rcmembcTCa? 

As one who engaged with fee world 
he found, in vroric as win as lit writing 
and who. byhavlng lived, made a 
diffteence. (Pteferably, iwt for fee 
WCHTSe.) " 

How would you lllw to die? 

With my femily around me,at fee 
end of a full and wIttuMit too modi 

remaining in fee "pending' tray. 
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The Tyre o/* the Yecir 


MRF Nylogrip victories in the Castrol National Rally 
Championship for Motorcycles 1995 (CNRCM 1995) 
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The Home and 
the World 

il The activist or the soda! 
worlker, in his mission to 
usher in ctuinge and 
improve the environment, 
often ends up making a 
mess of his own family life 
(TTie Cause and Effect* 
Decen^ber 24). 

The family, the focal 
point of one's existence, is 
neglected, the children 
uncared for. The result: a 
broken home and marria¬ 
ge. The fanuly needs as 
much care and attention as 
The Cause he crusades for. 
Sunil Banerjef, 

Ciikutta 

Charity begm.s at home 
One should first set one's 
boost* in order before sett¬ 
ing things right in the 
world. It is so important 
that (me nuintains tiie 
right balance in erne's per¬ 
sonal and professional life. 

!n this rase, the activists 
pay for their selfish Uevc«- 
tion to the cause of the 
world. 

Susanta Sun, 

Ciilcutia 

Kt In the case of Maneka 
Gandhi herslnctures look 
too ngid for rhe young 
Varun to emulate. She 
should not have imposed 
vegetarian discipline on 
him at such a tender age. It 


IS only natural the teena¬ 
ger will kx>k for non¬ 
vegetarian delights outsi¬ 
de his home. 

Suchitra Bast. 

Calcutta 

A Sportsman 
and a Vocalist 

% It is nice to learn that 
Vtv'na Kichlu, wife of Pan¬ 
dit Ravi Kkhiu, in memo¬ 
ry of her luisliand is org«im- 
sing taUmt search contests 
for young a.spiran:b 
('Music Was His Mission' 
January 7). 

Pandit Kichlu may have 
been a mighty sportsman 
but he was a very ordinary' 


singer without any proper 
grooming or a suitable 
voice 

Pandit Kichlu ('laimi*d to 
Ik' a disciple of U.stad Pyaz 
Khan, l^ler, 1 learnt he 
was acluallv trained by 
one ot the Dagai brothers, 
the famous ifhrufvid 
singers. Pandit Kichlu 
could never iniister the 
style ot Fya/ Khan as his 
voice lacked the right 
timlin-. 

In tael, none from 
among Fyaz Khan's fol¬ 
lowers have btvn able to 
master his singing. l.witatat 
Khan tried with all his 
might, but failed and final¬ 
ly he diixi 


^ Tht* world of classical 
S music really needs some 
good vocalists and Veena 
Kichlu's endeavour in this 
field is really laudable. 
Hanuman Misra, 

Calcutta 

No Playgrounds 

<IK II is very important that 
an educational institution 
lia.s a playground 
('Where IX. We Cki To 
Play?' January 7). Physical 
exercise is most essential 
for the mental health of a 
child. Staying in matchbox 
like houses, children nt'od 
some gret'nery on ivhich 
they can play 

At least ill other metros 
the corporation has stipul.i- 
ted ru!(?s that all a|>arlmc‘nt 
bkxrks should have si*me 
plaj'grounds for children. 
V^Vhy don't we have a simi¬ 
lar nilr in C alcutta.^ 
Swendfa Rathi, 

Calcutta 

Divine Music 

tif T’lay On .' (rX’o'mlirr 
17) gave a fascinating 
insight inU> the world ot 
Ustad Amjad Ali Kh«»n 
Like all creative ma.sters, 
j he chose the s,nod to 
ei(pn«;.s his stnailar inimi 
His sensitivity and devo¬ 
tion to music made bis 
mgas so very divine. 

KiroH Shankar Setigupta. 
tiimshe4Tnir 
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g JAVEU AKHTAR, s( ript writer and Ivrici.sl, 

^ now turns to verses in middle ag(> I le was 
i recently in Calcutta for the launch ot his first 
audio-book ot pix'ms, T.irLisb A profile ol the 
poet. 
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CJOVff JpU.tiUiV 


JavedAkhtar 



toVER STORY 

MAN OF 
LETTERS 

Rajlaii^hmiBhattiicharyya [nxijtk’sjai’eci Akhtar, 
stafy-tcllcr. scnpf-irnU'^f. lyhcisl and 7H)U', a^joel 

I {}VS AI.WAYS} lAH A WAY Will i WORLDS. FIRST, IT WAS AS A 
sU»rv-tt'Jler, thci; a script-writor, a lyricist, and now, a 
pcH*t. Calcutta was recently treated to this last incarnation 
of laved Akhtar, as thi’ j:»reying man of letters regaled its 
citizens with readings from Tarkadi, his first book ot verse. 

The venue was Gvan IVtanch, and Akhtar was in full 
flow as he kept the audience enthralled with his tuizm^, 
ghazals and cou]ilels. The next dav, saw Javed at the 
Oxford Bookshop on Park Street, where the audio \ ersion 
of Tarkadi was releasisJ (by I'lus Music). Ho gave auto¬ 
graphs, signed his book for his fans, and even recited the 
odd shuir for a gathering that comprised I he young, the 
middle-aged and the old. 

But then, Akhtar's appeal as a pt>et t’^ansumds all such 
artificial barriers as age. One reason for that, t>i course, is 
the simplicity of his poetry. As his wife Shabana Azmi 

Signing autographs for his fans at the Oxford Bookshop 



Javed Akhtar recites his poems at Gyan MancI 



testifies, Javed never feels 
the need to show off his vast 
vocabulary. He is quite cont¬ 
ent tc> have his say in com¬ 
monly understood langua¬ 
ge, without falling back on 
the high-falutin' Urdu of 
some of his contemporaries. 

That's not the only unu- 
I sual thing about Akhtar's 
I poetry. By his own admis- 
i* sion, he began writing in 





verst' whfji nurst pCDple stop. 

Until then, |aved had tiimetl his back 
on the poetic tradition of his family 
his father, Jan Nissar Aklitar, was a 
poet t)f some repute (as was liir, mater¬ 
nal uncle, Maja/). 

T his early aversion of verse Itad 
something to do with javed'sambi- 
guous fivlings towards his father, f ie 
was very close to his mother. Satia 
Akhlar, and was absolutely crushed 
when his father married another 
woman. The anger that Akhtar felt 
towards his fatiwr was only sublimat¬ 
ed when Jan Nissar died in 1976. Then. 
confes.scs Javed, he regretted having 
rejected his father during the living 
years. 


' When Jan Nissar went ofl to Bom 
bay to seek fame and fortune, jai’fd 
and Safia tell back on caclt other for 
comfort Safia, from the very In^gin- 
ning, saw the .seeds of genias in her 
.son For one thing, there was his protli - 
gious mt'mory. liven today, s.tvs [> 
Rahi Mas(K>m Ras'.a, Javed (like AliSiir 
dar Jafri) can recite two lakh < ouplels, 
ii need be. 

In a letter to her huslmnd (reprt>duc- 
ed in /oire I ah, a collection of her Ict- 
Ut-s) Safia wi-ote, “He will be ahead of 
nimantic progressives like you, and 
will never believe in flight as a fonnu 
la tor .succewi. Instead, he will fight 
back and be more .successful (ban 
you." 

But Javed did not have his mother's 


support for very long She died when 
he was still a young boy, amt javi'd 
w IS left all ah'iie to copt' with liis griot 
His loneliness only incroasixl when 
j Ills tather remarnod, am! Akhtar iHi 
hi.-v home and family m Aligarh and 
weot off to Bhopal to study 

These w'erehard days Jnvv-d didn'l 
have any money nor any plate to stav 
I le would sleep on a bench in his ct,is,v 
room Once he lell ill, and lemaineii 
without fiKHl for tivtiday.-.. Finally, 
.some classmates of his—who weren't 
even f<articularly close to him - gto e 
him some ttnxl and lotiked after him 
Akhtar was touched beyond rneastiie, 
and even tixlay admits that they pr«.)ba 
bJy s.ived his life. 

'ITm* hard times continued even 



when Akhtar came to Bombay, follow¬ 
ing in his father's footsteps. According 
to those who knew him at that time, he 
oftcm had no place to spend the night 
and would end up sleeping on a bi'nch 
in some studio or the other 

In hLs attempt to break into the film 
industry, Javed tried his hand at anyth¬ 
ing and every tiling. He tran.slatixi .ind 
reworked siTipts; he assistcnl dirw - 
tors, and at timis., he even play«\i the 
gopher, running around witli the 
heroine's slippers 

Aklitir's big break c.i im* when he jiii- 
m*d Sippj’i^ilms as a writer, and met 
up with ^liin Khan, who was also try¬ 
ing to st*t himscK up a.< a story-teller 
The two got togelhei to form thcSalim- 
lriv«*d trim and thi- resi, as they say, is 
cinematii' historv 

J aved had haO a soh > i ai ecr ol sorts 
eiiiliei 1 If had written the storit*s of 
-'vidaaz / Imihi Mi'i »■ 'xjth/, iirnl bivttt 
AurCfftiii But it was only with 'Avijevr, 
which he senpfed in i ollalxiration 
withSalirn, that Akhtar hit the big time. 

/(iufirr was memorable for another 
HMson as well In this movie Sahm- 
|a''t*d hirgt\l the angry -young-rnan 
persona foi Amitabh Bachchan. which 
made the lanky hero mt»>oneot the 
gre.itest suvMTstars of tlu' Hombac tilm 
industry 



I The poet with his wife Shabana Azmi.' 
Made for each other? 


Ihitil then, nobody had been willing 
to sign on Amitabh as a hero, t Ic h id 
playeii the lead in Borrafoi/ ta Cam, but 
the general con.sensus was that he wa.s 
liKi dark, tall, thin and even ugly to 
play the Hindi film hero Ikichi han got 
/aiijtvt onlv on the recommendation 
of his then giilfriend. Jay*' Bhadun. 
who was one of the front-ranking 
heroinisi of that ptTiod But atler 
Zunieer, there was no looking back for 
Amitabh. 


Salim-Javed's tight scripting and 
great dialogues played a very import¬ 
ant role in Bachchan's success, spraal- 
ly in the movie that followed Zanjeer: 
Deewar. U was in this film, modelled 
Icxisely on the Haji Mastaan story, that 
the angry-young-tnan persona r^ly 
came of age, and Bachchan was cata¬ 
pulted to foe big league. 

And then, of course, there was 
Shoiay. This bkvkbuster of all times 
was a Salim-Javed movie, and made 
the reputations of everyone amnected 
with it. from Amyid Khan to Ramesh 
Sippy. 

Javed Akhtar and Salim Khan were 
foe uncrowned kings of the tilm indus¬ 
try then. And prtxiucers quinrixi up 
outside their diwrs, bulging briefcases 
in hand, to sign them up to write their 
next movie's. 

T he giKKi times didn't last though 
The first casualty ol .suivi'ss w,is 
thefjrflim-Javed partnership itscll. 
NobtKiy can really pin-pomt what 
exactly went wrong ln'tween the two, 
though some say that their respevtivo 
egos iXMild no longer be lontained 
within the s.une script The duo spht 
up. anil divided to go their separali- 
wavs 

flial wasn't the only p.irfnership 
thai Javixi was dissolving aroimd that 



Javed Akhtar on the art afid craft of his poetry 



P hrases like foe 'room' of your 
childhfHxl recui in your poems 
in Terkash. 

it is because, a room, a house, and a 
home was what I was deprived of 
at an impressionable age. Tlus gave 
me the need to develop a romantic . 
notion about it. A room guards 
your secrets, and it also shares your 
memories. That is why my room 
'talks'. 

Pain is a recurrent theme in your 
poetry. 

My anger has a lot to do with the 
early years of my life. In our 
society, where cxinditions are less 
than ideal for a child, my story was 
no different. I have put on record 
what 1 can remembOT from those 
days. As the first born in the family, 
I always demanded the lion's share 
and even got what 1 wanted till my 
brother was bom a few years later. 
The need for foe best of everything 
became a conviction in me that 
refused to go away. Itimly increas- 
eii my anger for the deprivation I 



time. His marriage to Honey Irani, 
sister of child star, Daisy, had been 
floundering h>r some time. But the 
couple had been trying to paper over 
the cracks for the sake of their two 
children, when Shabana Azmi entered 
the picture. 

had a string of broken relation¬ 
ships behind her ^he had been engag¬ 
ed to Benjamin Gilani; she very nearly 
married to Shekhar Kapur; her affair 
with Shashi Kaptxir drove his wifejcn- 
nifer to attempt suicide; and there 
were rumours of entanglements with 
the likes of Marc Zuber. 

When Shabana met Javed, it was 
almost a meeting of minds. Both came 
from similar backgrounds. Their 
fathers, Jan Nissar Akhtar and Kaifi 
Azmi, wen* both ptxrts and were pro¬ 
gressive thinkiTS. They were both res- 
}>ccteti members of the him commii- 
nit V, and Iwd a loveof readingand wri¬ 
ting in (omnuin. 

J.ived has since described their rela¬ 
tionship as very "talkative", as the 
couple shared ideas and beliefs in an 
attempt to g*t to know each other K*t- 
ter The fnendship sixm blossomed 
into liive and ran into that most predic- 
tiible ot obstacles, the first wife. 

Asa Mu.slim, laved was entitled to 
take as many as four wives, but Siiaba- 
na wasn't going to stand for that, feven 

faced later in life. 

As fur the pain, it came back to 
me long after the sensation subsid¬ 
ed and the memories remained 

Is your poem on Mother Teresa a 
result of the current controveny 
in which she is involved? 

1 have askni in my poem why she 
condones those very people who 
have perpetuated poverty by 
snatching frbm the poor. But this 
was something I wrote TO years 
earlier and has no relevance to 
what Tariq AH said. Recently, 1 
read a good quotation of a priest 
from CoIumWa where he states 
that if he claimed the ptmr should 
be helped, he was ainsidcred 
g(xxi. But were he to question why 
they were poor, he was said to be 
dangerous. 

If I question the means of charity, 
it does not make me free from 
blame. I am no moralist and have 
all the failings that my neighbours 
have. In fact, in Zulm aur Saza, 

(Crime and Punishment), I admit 
that I have made compromises in 


as the Him glossies went to town about 
their affair, she issued an ultimatum to 
Akhtar. He had to divorce Honey and 
marry her, or else... 

As the press vilified !^iabana for 
breaking up the Akhtar home, her 
mother, Shaukat Azmi rushed to h« 
daughl^s defence. In an interview to 


Ufe. 

There is a strong sense of urban 
alienation in many of your poems 

inTaHaifh. 

Modem poets rejected man as a 
part of society. 'Fhey started lix>k- 
ing at an individual as an isLind. 

But the reality is somewhere in bet¬ 
ween. Yes,! am an island, but 
within an ocean. 

Is Javed (he poet always steeped 
in cynicism? 

If I have been cynical, il is more to 
pierce the conscience. But if one has 
to provide some kind of catharsis 
for every play, il is not fair lei the 
audience. For then, |K*ople will 
always go back purged, and will 
live happily ever after. 

How do you maintain the delicate 
balance between the make- 
believe world of commercial cine¬ 
ma and your poetry? 

I write for films because I tliorough- 
ly enjoy it without any contempt 


a film magazine, Shaukat said memtv 
rably. "Stubana is already She 
could only have found a mamed or a 
divorced man." 

Javed himself must have been in 
something of a quandary. He was 
about to take a step that his father had 
taken so many years ago. Jan Nissar's 


for commercialism. If a man makes 
posters and calendars and is good 
at the ji>b, I sec no reason to berate 
him as as an artist. Om* can be a lite¬ 
rary poet and a had one at that. U is 
a particular piece ot art that will 
decide the art. After all, aesthetics 
har ch’cz kt alag hoh hai. 

How would you define your style 
of poetry? 

I am nul intcre.stcd in moraliiy tHii in 
acsitieiics. 1 ant neither a pieaehcr nor a 
pn>|>hcl. My writing coine.v on as 
though I weic a fnend to my readers. 
What t.s aesthetically true is dtN:cni to 
me. hence ha,s to be nHiial Any process 
ill creativity is an escicise in si hi- 
/opha'iiia. What niattiers is the involve 
meni and the eominiimcnt«ithuui 
which good ait is impossible. 

At the .same lime, one has to he very 
calculating in the usage of vtoidv. 1'give 
iny all, yet I calculate.. So it is always a 
split personality which is at wttrk. 

Ghalib has wnilen that forgetfulness 
:uHlcunningne!>.v simplicity and intn- 
cacy can combine to produce ilat be.st 
in Itienuy writing. I have aiw ays licliev 
ed in his dictum. 



fSM;?:A Lovo Story: Its lyrics had the best o# Javod’s romanticism 





Sholay: Salim-Javtjd's magnum opus 


n’-ni.»iTWf>' had sniiud u-l.ilmii'.i'i't 
Wivn lallu't an.l '-on m mi s'n ‘’iid 
S<>, htfvv wi'uld hi' in.ii 

alin< t fiisi liililron’ 

‘luch n.'NiT\iitnins niilwilh'.i.Miiiii.i,. 

I.ivi.'il <ii>d shriluiM and 1 Joiua 
iiani \\\f- to pn k up Ihi' pun t". •') 
hi'i hk- 1 hi-. sIh- dnl with n’markahli' 
.il.unlv I'nu-ii'.iii}’a slorv wrili*; oi 
rari- iP kin- won an award tor 
himlii aiu) IP her ti>ngui‘-m-i hot-k 
aiU'jil.irm’-'pt-i.fh fhanki**,! kn it! loi 
hi-l !hi- oppiiilMinfv li) distnViT 
he* lalcnt-. 

T.u'ed m.niapf’d leiii.irkahlv weil 
J without S/iiiii' ((>v> Uter the duo 
t)i..Vi'iip hi wrote thiwripl^ toi sui h 
ipoi ii-,.and Vh'/j/ir;..; 

} )v- lelatiiip'dnp with .-Smitabh Ikich 
I.hail <-nJuri-d, fhoLij'.h.ami Akhtai 
M-riilc !h"'.ii';pt !oj Ins A'liad 
/kviii, art' make III Ih.ii HoUvw'iuhI 
eiassK, Mi’i'/ /i!/’): I joc 

tl\en. howi’MT, sivipt- wntin^ 
had K’j’.un toImri’Akhtai,and lu'divi 
dill to try his IwiuJ at a diMereiil jit-nn- 


"itwnnni; liliii)% n<> tis lust siu h 
allcinpl was wi'h and hi-. s,iiiv;s 

t hrUuii'k U d^il', -eyai/a 

and 1 17' A,. 71 ( 1(1 (/4(.v;.n/(' /non hei anu- v«>r\ 
popula; 

.'\kiilar was thi'ii einboldi-niii to 
w Mil - soniw MI ■ ui It inoi'K-s ,is ,Vi; 
o;.hn and. s.iii-^'ii' dor whii h he wiote 
the sei ipi'. as ivell), and Kimj! Li Run., 
t //('Mil fa K,(/ii and I’uw 

Ihepi ;lori!i!tnvc>•■>! these lililis 

varicvl whi« M; ImUn w.v .* hit at 
the bos oitKe, riisiji k> Riiin was one .it 
thef>ieale'.l tinkc) s oi ail liine Init 
lavtsi's Urn-, vve/e widi L nskoned 
as bom)/, iinifoinib },iK>d 

jVv/i/rh's I'k f/o lav, in jv.i'tKiilar, 
bik ante a hartlnister, it onlv bv aeti 
dnit. As thi-.story (•oe.-', the turn- ivad 
bis-n lomposisi in advame, init 
Akhtareoiildn'l, for the tile ol luui, 
tiiiii winds that vvsiuld fit it I le kept 
humtp.nif;. "I k ih Ia n i Jiar fmiin h i lilw 
■Ml in an atleinpl Iti gel ttic eieativc 
|iiu i*s flowiit}', when the .solution sud 
di'nlv (ame to him in a tlash. 

Wliv not kis'p Ihi-se w'ords in l)ie 


soil)’ ilseli’’ And tlnis was l«ii n / /. r-'i 
h'rii, lilt- miinU-i Ih.il in.nle Vlitdhin > 

1 'isit the star that siie js IikI.u 

I lom Wriust to )-si(-i nsjuired .ini' .i 
small leapvil thennaj’m.ilum l-ived 
liad airisidv In-en veriliri); vi-rse-. oi 
praise Kit his wileShabana'sK/iaii'/ 
MiiUu'ii (brown c^es.'.ai'd with hei 
etKouia)>i'mentd«siJ(.s1 to pul'lisli 
his pm'tK work 

Tlu’tiitnal praise that iiiikiaiilu> 
rei eived seems to indtiate that 
.Akhlai's biith .is n pin’i thou);h a lout; 
tune m eoniin); - has Ixvii a welt ome 
event.) lis poems, thoU);h i.oiu lusi in 
the most simple of lan)»uaj;e, convey a 
);ieat dej'th of ineanm); And AkhUr 
has [irovisl that he is a modern pcml, in 
the tradition III I S Fhot rather than 
William Wordsworth. 

But wheie will Akiilar )>o liom 
here’ 1 le hasalieadv done it all writ 
mg storii-'.. scripts, lyrics and piH'ms 
There are very lew w orlds loft lor him 
loamguei. But knowinj> |avi»d,he 
will cmalc a lew, so that he ran re¬ 
invent himself yet again. g| 
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Aries 

March '2 1 - April 20 
r ' C iiini'shii ‘.,1V tivii 

di'.tini t ditcctiiins to 
till' wi‘(’k rill' fust 
MtT' to iii.irrri.i};f. 

iiUuini.(', biisinoss }i.irtrvi’rsluf)s 
tiiid I olldbiiiiilions, thi' l,is( 
boinv, ol p.irtn ul.i! 
iinpoi Iriiiiv A stn\ in>; 
tiivi'iiiiK |.i'i In Mon. > nii^d'*v 
.ittoMipl to strioinluii' 
iiirin.i);rn,ii skills iind ivoil. 
nU'lhiKl'. .Ill on Ihi'i'.i'ils 

Tatitnis 

April 2 ’ M.iv 20 

WltiU' It iiiidlil not 
stno.'l 1 i s.iilinp, .il) 
ts.iv,'ll" woci. 
.Il'i'S J.u OMI 
’■i'll'., .liioii .il" or.itioii, 

.i!fi liitii'M b'i'/.n};, sfllinp 
[it"0irinii Mil 1 nui)or 
•lull 1.10'..'lopii'ot oflm- 
iT I oiiijiU'Miin ■'! it v>'l V 
ii'i.i'tll!! Vr, will Iv .Klll'stiPi; 
lol'l '’jrllls toi lUlllti'dCllOIt 

I'l.i I'titci pri'.i' 

Gemini 

May 21 - .luPf* 20 

IIS 111. iicv". m top Imiis 

BwwE 'ii'iiii"-" I'oid Miirtivs. 

soi'.ii piocx'S-^i ?rid 

V 1\ ' lu liiiIiiU I o.jid S(’1' 

nun.' >: toll I'rt'piirt'to 
t'.ivf' .itni i'!U,''t<iin This is 
•iso ill" tir.ii W'ln'n tlifluls 
wiii nml voui hnip Htsillh ol 
I'lii"! ■ in.'\ iinsr I iini orii Hut 
•loi l.i '.•'oir',, thiiips w'lll bf 
•..•'t|•■.l Cl'i 


Vir^o 

Augua22 — September 22 
' You will Iv in .1 

' , period of iTidior 

tmrmtion, boGuise 
■BIT -: expenses, work 
jft.iirs, I lidn^i;es nil clarmur for 
vour time end ritlention 
RiTiTtioiiships too will be in a 
flux n change whicn could 
chiin^e the tenrir ot vour lite 
Secret ond open dccils as vseli 
as negtituilion": an defiiuteU 
foretold 


BHIAN PAKUWALIA 


Cancer 

June 21 - July 20 
' rkr'*'*! The personal 
! tJBjJ l element and 
I jgjjT j protfssional 
. I expertise now merpe 

as well as ckisli, makingi; this 
an exciting but uneven week 
Change in the home and 
ottice Ironliers are envisagiril 
Those do Uirn out well v er ; 
spei lally in the long run 
Monet, io.ins, taxes and 
legal y wJI be imporlanl 

Leo 

July 21 — August 21 

Monev iiii.l loniaiiie 
make a lovelv duo. 
despite the rea!it\ of 
Ib!BB i legal .'ase.s and a bit 
ol opposition to plans ainl 
personal inclination.s Monev, 
loans, pubhcitv, legacy, joint- 
iinance, taxes and msui.ince 
are foretold The middle oi the 
week will be i riicial Health 
needs safeguarding right up to 
the end of March 


I Libra 

. Septembei 23 — October 22 
i As Venus \ our mam 

] I JT^C pliiiiet has legaiiied 
I Ivf^' direct nuitioii 
! [ Jkt children, loans 
' toil.Is. irealive [lursuils. will 
lire vour iniagmalinii and help 

■ you to give voiii best shot But 
I healthwisc, .i li'W pose's wil! 

■ remain nght up to llii end of 
' March Have friends, st.iv 

' awav Itom war mongi-ts and 
: call tiii'iids ovei 


Scorpio 

ir23- 


October 


Novembor 22 


’ V © ' Use .T clnhe, a 
, ! jaSK grand reaching out to 
people and plac es. 
s.ivs {.anoshiT Voui 
i heart will hi ,i hunter and f’lne 
lor roniance and 

; undetstauding Attend to tails, 
letters, ads and invitations 
Vour work load will N' 

' staggenng and the home too 
will demand it* lull pound ot 
flesh, so to sav 

Sagittarius 

November 23 — December 20 
’inks and lies 

. prescription cJ fate 

for you (ilii friends 

■ and favourites will .ilso piitch 
, in Home/house’'propertv 

affiiir-s could take top priority 
' Ronovation/decoratinn, reshu 
ffhng in office/shop are als(> 
guitc ixn the cards Business 
transcctioiis and travel lead to 

■ a hectic week 


Capricorn 

December 21 - .January 19 

'i''uv\illhi pushing 
« j .".hi,id Mill sie.im 
BLA w iMiiiiig plaudits 
laking III TM.MU v 
shi'ildinv, aw.iv old .ittitudcs 
and ideas .uid n.idving 
V oiii "! li !oi \ ii Ma V II IS 
.llwolulelv i el I >111 Ilia! 
oppoiluinlu ..Ill) .iicjil vou 
now II 1 c I. Il k oM lime as the 
Anierii.iie. love !■. ..av II ,i lew 
sn<ij','-1 .oil''ii| • li.i'i Jii It 

Aquarius 

Jonuaiy 20 ■ r-etiruary 18 

f ‘\ stioi 'I’l us on 
loT I'i 'le loii 
tiii.in. e ,uid I miiK 
.ve toieliilil lie 10 
Me irit mile b'jl keep voin si>ll 
lespeil II 11 . oRies In llie 

i runch ! Iiai •■ thi key le 
liiMite "iKcess I ),i i.iti ’] up on 
skill", iiil.’iiu.ili'iii and iipiiate 
vourseh ,is the iim" is npe kit 
I t travel 1 . i strong piis'.ibihtv 
and vou niav expeci visitors 

Pisces 

'■fibruarv 19 ■- March 20 
. An .ihond.iii. e ot 

enerev and 
erlluisMsm will 
I n irai tei ise vour 
asiiops bviaiisi til.; s'.iii 
sh.iiiges signs and enters into 
Vi'urs \ei\ .11 hv itv. ample 
siiles, leac'hing pre.u lung, 
writing, tiadmg iinancing are 
piX'diaed foi vou ''hi hna' 
picturi w I'l ei'Vetni' arivand the 


aoruarv 

M 


BIRTHDAYS 


j /fSr The nmmiwn gives you the (ufded benefit 

I of planning, managentent and an added slice of luck. Career 
pnrspects wjH be tmly excellent ^ 

I February i9r Moon textile Jupiter means you will take 
{ inspinKi decisions, rely on Intiutions, and thus win die game of 
I life, says Canesha. 

! F^ruary 2(k Moon-Satimi conjunction will dampen your 
j cnthuiiasm, True aim this conjunction will he over on April 7 
because of Weshni astrology 

February 21: Mrsm trine Wuto means all round progress 
I and achievement and il Will show in property, clothes, 

I 


relationships, ftnances, family and so on. This is a buthyear to 
ivach the top. 

PebntOry 22: %in square Pluto does niean that you should 
be careful of the company you keep. Do mn take chances at 
random and spread yourself. 

February 23i Moon sun sextile will lead to piofessinnal 
.success, marriage, monetarv deals and bw ofavi'Mgcs | 

working in your favv>ur i 

February24s Motin I'jpiter trine could well lead to mt*nry. | 
companionship, a touch of cb«s in all voui actions and tliaf'.s ! 
important. Be practical. 
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Extract 

Sunaina’s 



tT litHior and his brolhers tiwned a Rjt 
inonl >L>\porl c^iiTif'anv Sunaina was 
thi- IS v»>ar nUi daughter of I’rakasli 
('ha wla, Iht' senn irnwist brtilher; a seri- 
vuis girl, who trownii.1 slightly, and 
had dt*\ eloped a stofip because she 
was selt'tonseious about her height 
Thev lived, an evtendetl joint family, 
in <1 rambling five beilroom house in 
New hneiivIs Colony- molhi-rs anil 
lathers. U'uli*s and auiils, grand par¬ 
ents aiiil griMt grandparents There 
were lots ot children whi> awoke eai Iv 
in Uie morning and began chasing 
iMi'b other around the house, shouting 
and Si reaming with jov The atmos¬ 
phere was I ongeni.il, the-women chop- 
jit?d and cooked together, piilished 
hi ass w are and starched sarees All 
activby ceaseil m the aftermvm when 
thev would disappeai into their bed- 
looms lor cl nap r'>urmg the winter 
months tlu>v took turns on thesw'ing 
bed in the veraniiah, that lav bathed in 
sun-cfiine l-venmgs were spent prepar¬ 
ing tor the return of the men and d 
would be long past midnight when ail 
the noise and activity had dimini.shed 
bunaina sf'cnd a lot of time dream 
mg of being married, fiaving decided 
it was the idea! sMte to be in This, 
she'd surmised from watching her 
aunts, who wore alw’ays whispering 
and giggling together, and spent 
hours Tubbing henna and coconut oil 
into each other's hair She was ecstatic 
when she came home irom college one 
day and found her parents deliberat¬ 
ing ov'er a proposal of marriage for 
her A colleague ot her father's, 

.Madan khuiana, had suggested ,nn 
alhani e between her and l;.s son 
Sumit, who was being groomed for his 
father's business. In her excitement, 
the news she had brought home-— 
that she stood first in the universitj' in 
her BA exams — faded into in.signifi- 
caiice. She listened to her father telling 
her that this leallv was the ideal 
match, their backgrounds were simi¬ 
lar, tfie bov was bright, and a marriage 


between them wouUl slrenglhni ilii- 
boncls that alreadv evisied bi>lwei-n 
the two families 

SoSunaina inatnei! Suinil khiit i 
n.i, a lather silent, thick-set soi* ol man 
who spent most evenings .n hom<- V.i i' 
ping his mother coinpanv l-li’ w as .m 
onl\ son, and had two umiiarru'd 
sisters, who livtxl at liom.- 'umaina s 
dav now si.irted at n am when 
woke to give liei husband anil m laws 
le.i. \\ Inch si If sei . cd li > Ihi'm in I nvi 
Alter this shi'star li-il bte.iVct.isi ('tej-a- 
ralions tried eggs tor the si -.lets 
in law porriilge tor the nil’ll, aoit 
trenih toast for her nivithei in I '.w 
Siinciina ale uh.il w as letliw c i Ad”'' 
lireakf.ist she wtmld net dri-ssed up 
"A new wit”," .said hei liicthei 
in-law "must dress up' Sobu.nama 
would don a heavy tiuselli’il sars w-ith 
lofsot jTonduIons gold jeweili’TV t.ii 
her wTisis, dcHiglitig around liernei'k, 
and oil het eais She often j’Ushi’il 
these back as she maile he Is and 
ilusfeii.cis they got in till’way .uul n’l'i 
ghed hi-r dov^ n The lest ol Simam.i's 
ciiiy vvould be spent by hcT mother 
in laws side, pu'ssing liei !ey,s .iiui 
listening to hei tiinviTsatioe. willi hei 
daughters, Sumit's sister.s they wouiii 
gossip about the neighbiiur's activi 
ties, the terrible dress seii.so tb a tnend 
a cousin who w'as running around 
with a mimed man, another cousin 
wf’O had failed to get pregnant after a 
year of marriage In the courseof the 
conversation a remark woultl mevitab 
ly be made about Sunaina's family, 
about how tightfisted they were They 
had given only one hunilri’d and fiftv 
rupees to Suinil's cousins ciuring the 
engagement ceremony "Why," her 
mother-in-law recounted one da> , 
"your mother did not ev’i’n give my 
daughters a silk sari, did she want to 
displease us or w hai? ' 

Sunaina listened ciuietly, f<*r she 
had been taught never to speak liack 
to her elders. Nor could she retreat 
into her be-.iriKini, ft>ron the single 
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occasion she had done Ihis, her 
molher in-law had reported it to 
Sumil in the evening "Ourdaiighter- 
in-law does not enjoy our «impany it 
seems She prefers to nsid a bo<ik 
instead of participating in family life ” 
And, right theie in their presence, 
Sumil had reprimanded Sunaina. 
"Why can't you sit with my mother 
and sisters, .is it too much to ask is 
voiir time that precious or what?" 

In the eveiiing.s, they sat down to 
dinner, which Sunaina had ctxiked. 
She served them all, flitting back and 
forth between the kitchen and dining 
table, bearing plates and dishes. I his 
would be mteriTipted by demands 
"i let us some water," her mother- 
in-law would say. When she returned 
with a jug her sister-iii-law di'inandwl 
some salt, and Sunaina rushed to fetch 
lhal lust as she was about to sit down, 
hei husband said, "Sunni, get some 
Imtlei " 

Sheservt\l tlu-ir. willingly btvause 
shebeliec ed lhal she vvtuild soon beco 
me like her ani'-ts wht' simpered in 
llu ii liiisbauvrsiompanv llu-irlaces 
.iglo\‘. with I onl4'iitmeMl rml Siinai- 
na's husband didn't ask hei what she 
villi all dav flow she felt iind nevet tolit 


her that she looked pretty I he only 
time he noticed her was at night wiien 
.she got into bed with him f le was 
rough and callous with her and tore 
into her softness with a ton c that 
made her curl up afterwards, like a 
wounded animal, and whimpei 
silently She had to smother these 
sounds w'ilh her pillow a.s hei m-laws 
slept next door, and the dividing wall 
was thin. 

During the day she wandered from 
room to room in that dark house, nurs 
ing that swollen bleeding part of her 
that burned and throbbed, searching 
for some solace, a possible .solution 
There was no one to share her disillu¬ 
sionment with, for when she tried to 
speak to her sisters on the phone, Ikt 
mother-in-law stoixi beside her and 
said, "Don't spend too much time tal¬ 
king, there's work to be done." Sunai¬ 
na prayed feverishly, begging the 
Clcxls to show her a way out, to enable 
her U' bear what she now fx’hevi>d 
every married woman had to but she 
could only think ot the act Ihtif took 
place every night on their bed as an 
assault. She tried to avoid it by delay¬ 
ing her entry into the bedroom, linger¬ 
ing over the washing up, boiling the 


drinking w'ateraf night instead ol the 
morning Hut hi-always w.iilcd tor her. 

She went home tor the hist time two 
months after her marriage. I Icr 
mother bc-gan weejimg when she saw 
Sunaina'sdrawn expiession "What is 
It rny child, are ihev ill -treating you’’ 
Does he beat you.’" Sunaina thought 
of those nights v\ ith her husband and 
liegan crying, great shudders ninmng 
through her bixlv "No he doesn't 
beatmeM.i but wlta' be does do feels 
much worse " I ler mother's expres¬ 
sion changed, resignation leplaied 
the concern "It is your diilv to satisfy 
him my child, he is your husband 
Pray mv rum, you will .ucej’t it Ivtler." 

Hour months later, Sun.iina w<is elat¬ 
ed to discover she was jiregiiant, for 
she believed this would prix'ipitate a 
change. Hut she was still woken atb 
am to serve the family tea. and they 
still expc*cted her to do all the house¬ 
work and the cooking I li r mother- 
in-law stiKid ovei head and siijuTv; 
six! "More i/ii/i/i gill, you aie not putt¬ 
ing enough ’■ Aithougii Sunaina's insi¬ 
des balked at theodv himes that arose 
from the holwok, sin- tossed in an 
extra pimh of the vellove powder At 
mealtimes she still ran back and forth. 




sfi viny, thi' l.\niitv Aiul her linsh iiui 
s^lll t.'litnboil on hnf jt n!i;hl 
C)nt' nioniin^.', she v*i nfl iisiia! lor 
lh<? markft to hoy sonu' voj’ot.iblos 
Sbf haiJ ju**! put somi’v\ibh.ij;i-anJ .spi- 
narb mb' her b.i‘'l‘',cl ivlien she spotted 
.1 bus »>n the other side ol the toad 
Niimbci 1(1, the om'that stoppeil riplil 
outside her parents luiuse Abandon 
iiig her basket, she i an aen >ss the roail 

A Jirsl cousin otfiiinaina s who 
exporteti cotton };arinents to 
Europe i ame to tier resme Slie gave 
her a small orol^r ol table linen and 
enough advance monev to move inli. a 
room ot hei own with hci daughter 
The plaster on the walls peeled, liki 
giant strips ot fingernails The room 
served as a workplace too, so as a lai 
lor sat there tlunng the day, strewing 
about tinv bits ot cloth and coloured 
thread. The babv sat on a m,it in one 
corner of the room placing with these 
and listening to the whirring sound ol 
the sewing machine As mother and 
daughter ate m this room, eventiialh 
the cockrorK lies and tats hidden in ttie 
root began entering the room through 
tiny crevices in the walls At night 
Sunama hugged her babv daughter 


I close to her, to prott'cl her trom 
Inmgrv teet scampering barely a few 
inches awav trom their mallicss She 
prmkied ra] poison around their bs‘d 
to keep the rodents awav and otlen 
opened her eves to the sight ol black 
shiny bodies slumped at the lorncis ol 
the room l-'or the rest ot the d.it she 
would have to blink awav the image oi 
tlioseiei.kleneil,slit like eves that i eap- 
peared constantH 

When thmain's daiightei began 
going to school, she found lierself tar 
ahr.iil ol theotliers. f ler mother had 
taught her to read and write very 
vonng 'sunain.t would attend IM '\ 
meetings in her daughter's school, hei 
tension rehevix.! only when the 
teacher imornied hei ‘ t es, voui 
claughtei is the best in the class, tar 
ahead m ali otheis, indeed she is a spe 
cial child '■ The only time her 
diKighler brought home a report card 
with a 'B' grade toi spelling instead ot 
an A , Sunama glared at her ' Do von 
think you d'd your best’" And tire girl 
said. "No mama. I’ll try harder next 
time " Sunama euioved recounting 
this instance, the one and onlv time 
her daughter had slipped out 
When her daov,liter was 10 veai’s 


old, Sunama told her about the past: 
how she had made this life tor the two 
c'l them hv battling adverse circum¬ 
stances "You must .ilwaysgi' for 
what you want yourself," sheotten 
said to her daughlei, "Qm'f ev'er vvail 
tor things to tall out of the skv .they 
never do ' 

W'hen her l^ vear old daughter 
began dei eloping baby lal, Siinaina 
iinmc^diatelv hired a vO(^a teacher for 
!ut. no daughter ot Hors was going to 
l>e l.u and ungainly I.ater. when llie 
g.irl's teeth began getting uneven, her 
mother h.id a dentist li\ bran's Bv In, 
lu'i daughter was as voluptuous as 
Simain<i liad beim lean, an aflei lionatc' 
bright-eved girl uilb numerous 
fiiends who came and vc'eni Tfie 
phone was alwavs ringing tor her, and 
hei niolhei sometimes worried that 
her daughter's social .ktivities vvoi.kl 
atteci her academic pel tot inance But 
the girl did not lei her down, slie conti- 
0111 x 1 to be an outstanding stiuient 
Best ot all, she was a loving child. 
Every time bunaina sat dowii with a 
I'lip of tea prepared bv iiei dai'gliter 
she thanked C iod c'\ ervlhing she had 
undergone- scvined woftluvhile 

In college, Stmaiiia s drnighter met a 
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boy she mentioned to hex mother <i 
uxuplc of times: "He is siii h fun to be 
with, mamd, I really enjoy his compa¬ 
ny." Sunaina hstetu-d to the girl's 
nonndering tittempls to jiistxtv her 
interest in this male friend of hers. 
"Where JxH's he live’" she wanted to 
know, 'What do his paients lio,’" 
When her daughter told her that the 
boy's mother wvis an actre.ss, hunaina 
seized this mloimalion to stop her 
daughter from developing a relation 
ship with him. "1 will not loleiate it,' 
.she told hei d.aighler, "You can do 
much better than that In any lasi-. it's 
best toavr»id men. Don't let them 
assume any sort of importance m vour 
lile. Concentrate i*n developing voui 
self that's what matters." 

Simaina's daughter looked at her 
defiantly "7 hat's what voii think. ’ 

' N'o,' .snajipcil her mother, "that's 
ail there is to it I don't want to hear 
any more about this boy ' 

Bui she siippoi ted her daughter at 
othei times, staying up all nigtil w'hile 
the IB vear-c;ld studied for exams 
Sunama sal vvalciung the slivet of 
light ih.ii .'irU'ie.," I tri un i'lenealh hen 
daughter's bedixmi door At hourly 
intervahs sin- would take her cotfi'c. At 


times, when her daughter .startl'd w wi¬ 
ping before a paper, sobbing, "Don't 
make me do it, mummy—-I am ttx> 
lirwt. I can't do it," .Sunama calmed 
her down "Of course, you can do it 
darling, you're brilliant, you're my lit¬ 
tle girl" 

fikion the walls of her daughter's bed 
room were l overed w'lth the certifica¬ 
tes and prizes she had recoi\ ed over 
the years. She won the gold medal tor 
ntandiiig first in the university m bio¬ 
chemistry and shortly afterwards, 
was awardrtl a fellowship to do a 
Ph.D at Harvard When Sunaina saw 
her daughter's award letter .she near¬ 
ly said' "I knew you would do it 
darling, you always have " Pri'inplK, 
she rang ever)'one she knew "Voii 
know my daughter is ott t;> Harvard, a 
full lellowship of course." 

T w'o years later, het daughit'r made 
her first visit home The iirsl thing 
Sunama noticed when she s.iw the girl 
w'alkmg towards her at the airport 
was the bluish skin beneath her eves, 
hot extreme fialenesh The softness, 
the viilneiability (>t her daughter's 
exprc.ssion was something new — 
Sunaina bad always seen hei as 


Strong, eonlrolled and cap.ible When 
she I rushixl her against her chest she 
fell somehow that Hie contours of the 
girl's body had changed, despite the 
extreme thinness ot her l.ice, her stD- 
mach .siH-mei 1 looser^ Sunaina 
thought It w'as probably because her 
daughlei had not been e.xercismg regu¬ 
larly. Silo arranged a massage tur hei 
and .several times tiie 'Lii..s‘seiise..anK', 
oril\ to be iiiroeil riwav bi the girl 
"It sunnxild to he around ivithout clo¬ 
thes " '^unama cons'deiod it I'dd 
bee.uis*'m the pa.'t liei daughtei had 
loved being in.e.sagevl all through the 
wintei Bill slu‘temini.led lu'i'selt that 
tui> ve.ir'- h.id elapsed since theii 

She had taken a vv'eek iitl tr(»m work 
to spend tinu‘witn her daughter Har 
ly in th inormng she woke up and wait¬ 
ed outskle the girl's bodrot'm, on the 
alert tor sounds t>l waking Sunama 
hoped the two ol them could have a 
Clip ot tea together Hut all she heard 
was silence, that extended outside, to 
the dew silvereil grass. This early the 
skv was dim, robbed ol its light bv tht 
winlei she was reminded ot the 
dusky Miitiised attenvion ot hei 
daughter's birth she simlixl as she 
rec.illed hovv lie: life liad changed 
sinci then All the plans slie had made 
tor the tvvo ot them were tinallv w'ork- 
ingoiil. 

Herdaughtoi woke around niKin, 
and event straight out to the >. hair that 
lav ill I he middle < il the law ii She chat¬ 
ted w’ith tire g.irdener, a witiierod old 
man who niamed about with a cloth 
swatluxi around hn. hcsid hvery ni>w 
and then he would slop w hat he w'as 
doing to give the girl a toothless smile, 
and suck at his cigarolle Her daughter 
laughed with liim, and slouched 
further back into her chair, gazing Jazi- 
Iv at the purple-iac'd fian.sios that bor¬ 
dered the grass 

Sunama w’alched the girl's lassitude 
Irom the w'lndow it was something 
sheditl not recognise Never beloie 
had she been as listless, and lounged 
.iround with a book sprcail on her lap 
— oneoi those pop psychology things 
Sunaina hated She told liervlaughtei 
as much, but instead ol responding 
agrtvably as she usually did, the gu 1'" 
fai e was gripped with lesenliuenl "1 
like it," shesn.ippeii at hei mother, 
"That's why 1 am reailmg it,' 

Sunama vx as contused b\ her 
daughter's attrtude oi loiilrontation, 
her sullenncss Ft ery time she talkcxi 
It was on subjev Is Sunama wi,slu'd to 
hear nothing abi ml 1 ler ilaughtei 
went on and on alKuil the ireixJom 
people enjovi*d in Ameru a to be indivi¬ 
duals, the great opportunities tJie 

i.t 





count! y f’rm ivlcil - - people weren't 
sh.'iiteci hyMii'ieh or their t.imilies 
They thd whiiti ver tiu's felt like, devc- 
ioptni tliLMUseh't'*- lullv It w.is.i friilv 
free Cl <11IIIrv Suh.mm,' ronIJ not prev 
pjit (1 I if ■ f.’- 'lit iiij!>iini; hirth, 
<it vvh.-i-I'l.-, 'll nil iei.i loiieati untoir 
alUak ' ihiiik ill le leiiihK ■■.eili'.h 
the'\nK 1 1, .ei'' 111 .i\ tlii.\ iiealoli,! 

fVOpie .III'I I veil I tl.ii k poptllillion 
1 levx 1,11. V,n. ■ ,il! till’I I'liiiti \ tr"e' The 
iiu iiie.'ii V ' 111.'e •'"I liigli ( veil 

innii. i.'n!' I endii \utiins Its.i 

I oniiili'teK 'petl'■oi iet\ 

Hei daj.’iii’.-i '^'.hiii rose ini liiink 
it's anv het'er here' Women are stiil 
.sennu! i.las-M ili.'eiis I'liev aietieated 
likeiliilln siuifU IikImii men ciiedis- 
gusliiiii a llli llieii doiii'le staililiirds 
And It's not a-- li Invliaiv- an less raeisl 
than the Nmen.'.ins I.ir more so in 
tact, witl. Ilu'i! \ *as'. I onsi uiiism«'s>i 
H ari|ans are tre.'.li.d e.orselhan the 
Blatks are m Amei ua, that s lor '.ure 

Sunaina ki'fit a*''soliilt'l\ mum dur¬ 
ing tins outl'iirst, loo taken aback b\ 
herdaiightei sliostilitv tosa> 
anything •shi'ilid nol I now w hat she 
had iloiie lo incite sin hanger She 
went o\<'rthee\entsot the past tew 
days, trying to pu! a lingt'i dou n units 
taii.se was it 1 ms aiisi '.nemavleht'real 
an egg ever 1 liar th mavbe SimaMiii 
tlunigh! il i.iis bei-iiise .III lulled the 
girl'siooin iwiiea.i-iV She vowed lo 
slop 

Slu' ihoiighi alxiul all the I'tcpaia 
tionsshehad made tot her daughter's 
visilhtinii' - tlie'tfv (leaning and reu 
phol.stei ing solas the planting oi her 
danghter'.s ta vt'unti tloner.- - larna- 
tittii'-' and poppii’s and ghidioh She 
had even bo'iglit a new latpet ‘or the 
girl's rv'om Hut lierdanghti-r had east 
a cursory look ovet everything .ind 
remameil silem This w.ts the same 
girl wluihiid Lilw.iV'. taken a great deal 
.)! inlerest m the house, Sunatna's 
wtirk, emoiitaging In r motliei in 
every ventitle 'Viieii a shipment of 
garnn’iits was'liie. the giil won Id orga¬ 
nise all Ihe meals .nnl run I he house 
W'hen 'siinaina's talher was recovet 
ing m hospital lioir, a gall hladdei ope 
ralit'n, her daugliler adjusted her own 
routine so that slu‘i>iiild beat liei 
grai'ilfatlier's bedside, leaving Simai- 
na itee lo piiisue .halevet shewant- 
isi to > es. liei d.iiighlei had .ilwavs 
been a .'omlorl lohavc around in I'le 
past 

Suinima pi< kt d up iliegiil's last let¬ 
ter and ti iead the lines slie had s^vnl 
davs ti ring to dei iphei 

" I lungs t\a\e tuinevi nul very dilte 
teiitK from wlial I evfns led Bui it's 
W'lnilertiil here nev erlheless, there 


are so many opin>rluiiities toilo the 
things I have always wauled to II is 
possible now lo do what you've 
always told me tii gel what I w.nil ti'i 
mvell " 

When she li.id first lead these liiii's 
siinama lui'i been confused, bul paoti 
I'll hersell with the kninvledge that her 
daughter would bewithhei soon to 
prov ide the answvi,. \ow, slie liown 
ed and i rumpled up the lettei llie 
news slie hail anlit ipatevl had nol 
lome Sunaiiiiidid not know anv more 
about hei il.iiighter's lile in the New 
World Not .1 single word had Ihe girl 
uttered about hi'riv'w ti tends, hei clas¬ 
ses, hei piolv'ssors, hei apaitmeiii 
Whenev er Sunaina askeil her 
anything, ail slie reieiv <'d w ere mono- 
syllabii replies, liei daughter's eves 
shut against llieoiisiaiig;htof her 
mothei's wim.ls Sunama waiih'd to 
sliake her dain'litor, demand answers 
shodoserved them alter having work- 
I'd so hard toi tills, her diiughter'ssuc¬ 
cess How ilaretliegirldi’ptivi'lierol 
Ihe satisfaction that was partly hers ’ 

TIk'v had shared so imuh m the 
fvast,Sunaina believeii sheha'l lontid- 
etl m her daughter often enough about 
the agony and liumihation ol her mat - 
ru»d hte, thejiroblemsshe t.iuxl at 
work And lier daughter fold her 


iibi'iil tile (tiv'blt-nv' she had haiuMjng 

malhematiLs, !he limes .hesioieii the' 
highest marks in aii ev.im, <>1 won .■ 
jViineot ti'iin's Now, liei d.iiiglili’! » 
uiu li.iraclei isiK moi uiiiu".'. conlost-d 
Sunaina d was sb.mj'.e ano iinsi'M 
iing. .Ill evpiosii e s. irl .it s'diiiv' ■. 

Suiiain.i jvl.iiined j'.ii ii' l.>r in i 
daughter she worked out all the 
del.iils, v'ven tailed Ihetaleu'is, I’lit 
when the girl he,ltd .iboul il sju' 
inst.intU sijiiashed lii'i niothei s 
jilails ' I don't h.neanvlliiiig t(> s.iy lo 
these peojde you te inviting lii.i 
wavSiinain.T was relieved her 
il.inghter w.is m no slate lo be show n 
oil The snividgi's under hei ey es h.id 
intensified, she wasdisinleresh'd m 
petif>!e, n'tusmg lo lake plioiietalb or 
indulge in i.ili' ci 'ii vi-i s.itn 'ii e\ ••n with 
liei mother N(> herdaughter would 
not bedressed, would not lonlrtil the 
Li'ii y hair that swam on hei t lieeks 
She leluseil I'ven loallow the tailor to 
take her measureinenis tot the silk out 
tits Sunama h.id pl.inned loi her 
liiste.ui she '.loin hed .uound in old 
tiack suits most ot the time While 
Sunaina would havi'nagged thi'girl 
about something about het ilaugliler's 
O' presHion sli'pped bet it w.v. herinai- 
tenlive, slr.u'ing ga/,e Altlioiigh she 
trieil til toDow Ihedireelion of lier 
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I lion tu'oiloiadosagii |iist lipuiro hoi 
li.iiif.liloi w.is born - Ihosanit sLn-k 
pi'ss I ii I hill, •'lu' samo iloinsoj onoigv 
‘’ho lomi'inhorod, with ol.iritv, 

1 orlaip ovontsol tho past nook I for 
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liko It " she romi'iiiborod hot invii tool 
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boon hko this darling ^oll'voa^va\s 
hkod il this Way " I (or diiiiglitor (lail 
shirkoif 'ill ooniai I ivitli hot, pushing 
horaw.p U'honooor sho had trioit bi 
put horaims'iiroimd tho girl, a strango 
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j .itoporson 
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turns so ovorwholining and hiirlhil 
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lion of tho p.ist, tho weight ot 1 bod\ 
on topot hors. Hie ra.sping broatli 
'siiiiaina could hH’l tho groat ai’os ol 

I pam rippling through hor Ixidv, mak 
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iFESTYLE 

CLUBBING TOGETHER 

Lcft-luuhhty, asthwattcs, ocenvcight and supporicis of euthanasia 
hai'coo^anised themselres in suftportgnnips, npotis Shameem Akthar 


S upport groups wore once an 
^Exclusively Western concept 
The most famous ot them all 
was, of course, theCMd Bags 
Club, hxrmed by Lady Mixin, whose 
husband left her tor a younger 
woman. She joini>d togethei with 
other abandoneil, nuddle-ageil wi\'o.s, 
to get over the trauma of abandon¬ 
ment But only after she had cut the 
left sleeve and left trouser leg of all her 
husband's Saville Row suits and given 
awav his vintage vi’ine collection to the 
neighbours 

We don't have an Indian counter¬ 
part to her as vet, but support groups 
are slowly sprouting in such citiw as 
Bombay and Tune The Indian Meno¬ 
pause fnxiety, for instance, where 
middle-agev) wi m’.en can discu.ss the 
hormonal changes that ensue once 
they stop menstruating Left-handers 
can get together to crow over the 
achievements of such other s-oiilh- 
paws as Bnan Lara and Amitabh 
Bachchan. 

Aschmathic patients can pirove that 
they are as fit as anyone else bv climb¬ 
ing tfie 35 fliHxrs of tht' World 1 radt* 
Centre m Bombay or tweak the craggy 
peak of Duke's No.se mountain (>vei 
weight people, assaulted by the ima 


gesof Tvviggy-thin models, can now 
set up a charter of obese rights. And 
when agt“ does wittier and I'ustoni 
stales our infinite variety, we could 
choose 1 dig’uMcd di'.ith h\ ti'nimj'; tfii* 
1 iithanasui i. kib 

Irritated bv the right-handers' domi¬ 
nation in this 'unimaniiar world Bipin- 
' handra Chougule, a television serial 
prcKfucer. sot up the Left haiid-TS 
Association in I’unc in 1 ^^>2 The mem¬ 
bership of oi'cr 4,000disgruntled left¬ 
handers, who tor long put up with 
even simpile tools such as the sci.ssors 
being designeii only for the right 
handeif, can gripe togelfier now 

1'hey I an mu.se on how, for centur¬ 
ies every' religion from judaisrn, 
Chn.stianily, Islam and HinJursni, has 
made left-handednes.s aut U> be 'profa¬ 
ne' "For pir/i/s and rw'eiving pnisarf tin 
left hand is forbidden. Nof many. 
e\'en educated adults, are riil ol this 
superstition 'I hey must realise that 
any hand, niostcimvement in dav- 
to-day usage, should not bi- subjected 
to such pn-‘judices/' savs Chougule 

He tiKik the left-handers' ptoinl of 
view tvi si'hocils and institutes 
Teachers and p.irents, suffering from 
this hang-over of generations, ne»d to 
be taught nof to fvircc left-handed 


children to use their right hand, says 
Chougule Methixis like tying the left- 
hand behind the back, extreme 
methods like burning the left-hand 
and other such punishments, should 
go. Stammering and other deeji injury 
to a child's fisyche, left-handers' point¬ 
ed out, would be carried over to adult- 
hcH>d if this did not stop. 

Chougule feels that they are boginn- 
mg to make some headway with their 
l,eft-Hander bulletins (modelled on 
the lines of the American magazine tor 
stiuthpaws). They have started getting 
letters from convert'., mainly teaduTs 
and fiarents, admitting their mistake 

Not all left-handers feel discriminat¬ 
ed against Asniita Hulayalkar dropp- 
tH.1 out ot the club because the mem¬ 
bers "were making it out as if bf.‘ing 
Jett-handl'd made us all somehow' dif¬ 
ferent" Perhaps, she muses, it mav 
have been a problem w'ith the older 
generation 

I*nnce Charles, tor instance, still 
appiears m public with his left-hand 
held behind him in a weak attempit Ui 
hide his innate i hoice and tJueen Lh/.i- 
beth mav not pniblicise hei own lelt 
pxreference, but the West has set ai. 
evamplc lor the less ro’/al by manufai - 
turing g.idgets and Uxils tor the 
left-handed. 

1 laving its pleas for similai items fal¬ 
ling on the deal right ears of Indian 
manufacturers, the club intcnsls to 
import such gadgets to cater to the 35 
percent of the pxipiilation which,a rec¬ 
ent iTench survey established, -ire 
Icft-handeei 

Icons in the left-handers' world an- 
aplenty Actors Sanjeev Kumar, Ami¬ 
tabh Bachchan, former and current Lib 
Presidents Cixmge Bush and Bill Clin¬ 
ton, tennis superstar, Monica Seles, 
and umpteen Ti*st cricketers. 

The club preaches to its members 
(agixi from two to 70-t'dd) that nature 
inexplicably makes the choice of one 
of the brain hemispheres. The right, 
which determines the actions of the 
left part of the bvxly, is associated with 
skills related to the musical, pictorial. 


Asthmatic patients of the You-Too-Can-Oo-lt movement 
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I BEi-iEVE: BY 



Yamini Zavan of the XL club: Fat is fine 


intuitive and tlK-tc'loj'athu wtirld It 
this does not make letl-handors sptvi- 
cil and talented, whai eould? 

The choK’Ciilso .ilferts tlie rest ot the 
biidy funetions, like the left eai, the left 
heart etc I ett is Ripht, may well be the 
iTiOtUiol the left handers' club. 

/TTal IS Ri>>hf is vvhai membersol 
X^tlv'Xl t lull.-.v\eai by Yamini 
Zaven, who heiselttomforlably fits 
intoe\ti.i-l.if j',ei lothes, hasdet ided 
that ''at people should ha\ e tin* i ij^ht to 
be. Will tat 

ITiis grandniece of Tnbovandas 
Bhimji Zaveri has by now Ininmed the 
problems of being overwcighi in a 
world of weight-watchers. After ftvl- 
ing humiliated at visiting dress shops 
and being told "si 2 e mhir, hai" by snee¬ 
ring shop-owners she started her own 
garments company thai promises 



Dr Niphadkar (left) of the 
You-Too-Can-Do' It movement 


fc' 'F-xtra Elegance loi some figures only' 

^ Mer hrst exhibition, with si/.es rangii ,g 
' from 42 to 36, was a ' 14'/ per cent' ■ ,ell- 
' out. She even modelled r garmt 
having fun all along the way 
Her oedo-1 am fat. 1 am large and 1 
: don'thavea pioblem This has Iransla- 
ted into the XI. t lub foi tat peoph’ wei- 
ghed down not by their ol’H'sity, but bv 
' the prejudices of the world against it 
Zaveri says that her dub would leallv 
take off m February this year. Her 
views on this subject have alread v 
attracted .ft) members who intend to 
meet every month to discuss the lards 
of problems that go with Iving over 
weiglrt. Slender .spouses will be taught 
to accept their more generously 
endowed partners Medical, em<»tion- 
al, psychological and sexual problems 
will ht‘di.scussed frankly al their 
meetings 

According to /.avei i. this will iml be 
a ''weight wah her*- dub Liiii iioi 
adviH iiting lat, but lal w tine with a 
healtln b(.>dv and a healtfn nimd" 
Instead, the club v\ ill ottei leliet to 
tfiose \\ tui u'ji'cl the 'stiirx atum-thin' 
modelsot tndav 

T he Indian Menopause Society was 
launched around end-1 by a 
group ol medical practitioners who 
are "committed to fostering the care 
and well-hc'ing ot mature and eklerlv 
women" It intends to demystify the 
scientific, jargon-nddlcnJ explanation 
ol ineiuipause 

Anthroj'inlogi'.t loceivn Scotl Kt-etf, 
Universitv of C'alitornia, explains '' 
(This! was Ihe result ot the escalating 
energetic cost ol geslaliiin, lactation 
and I hikii are and Ihe c'lisumg 
iiicreasein mtant hc'ljilessness and the 
^ concomitant piolongatum ot juvenile 
dependence Natural selection tavemr 
ed teinales who bevame prematuieU 
interfile as ihec'scalaling cost ol rais¬ 
ing each oftspnng k>d to matcTnal 
dej-iic'tion and ma<le if more profitable 
111 terms of hieiime leproductive sue 
ce.ss to continue invesling in exi'-fing 
I ofispring rather than attempting late 
' piegiiancu's''. 

The Indian MenopauseSoc lelv, pio 
ucH'red by IV f' I* lha c.i the Hinduja 
Fkispilal, incites menojiausal women 
to \ heck out' Reed's intiTesling 
concejil 

This multi discijilinarv society 
which mvih.*s women over -lb to bt*co 
me ini'mlH.Ts, |>ius tlirough the shre'd- 
der the ditterenf rtivtlw as.scs laled 
with this mid life crisis 

It oilers examples, c ciurtc'sy Dr 
Kama! 1 la/ari's well-researv'lu d aili- 
cleon the subjis t, on bow post 






Annkni u K ,’>j. v "i.nn / >, </i'u\i(iv nicw- 
rtit misci>rn I'piit^n.s p,t'n«-r<iti'il bv 
types, like Ht)ward tones, whmlensoli- 
shed menopdusrtl women .is ,i i'.i’'!ca- 
ture ot their s'lniii^er M.‘K'es .ti the.'i 
emotiotial veorsl' jini I'ytli lentiin 
liuropc wliu h Klijhhi'd nu'rK'fMiiM'as 1 
flu*Kiibieoi) III Women iv lu' dtvaved' j 
after Its I 

More silt'll iiriii le> ii. ih' lomin^ 
months, an set ti* spre.iti Ihi le^hl oj 
rtM.son aiul reassuiante .iim »ii; mill 
ions o’'^vomen who sujtfi tiu.- miit 
hie event'’ 

R unning aloiij; similai hiit's is tlu 
\oii 1 oo-t an IXv-il nioieinent 
within the Asthnialhu boeieti oi Imha 
whn'li smashes the tears .it p<itients bv 
setline up seeinmi;K msurmountable 
targets. Ai;egroup sisu.titi l')n!v 
nteiion for meiiibershi}' \on have to 
beasthamatu ami tleteinnm’ii "lai- 
get 2 ,(HKI h al.o\ c se.i le\ el 

Siiire i'-t.Ss.i lew huuilri'tis t.| these 
patients ha\e been regiihirlv i lamtiei 
ing lip billoi ks, monnl.iins ami mnlti 
storeVed biiiUmgs to sho.s ihewoikl 
and more importanth' Ihemselvt's 
that they are iK.t less phi’su ally tit 
than anvoneelst 

l>r P \' \iphailkai as a stmlenl :n 
the US, w as inspired bv the -Vinoru an 
model to start ,>n liulian soeietv that 
would reniovt man. tear*, m the 
hearts ol asthrnathit ]')alnMits biu his 
Yoii-'ro'i moveinmit w.is h.stiwn mno 
v.ition The West si a red b\ htigative 
patients, ii, iiol vet riMilv tin this trial 
hv-steps model tnat denn.lishes 
patn-nts' te.ifs 

Paitiil this vienuilituni pr.in-.s vven 
surveys whieh siiubed ivliether 
patients' imipit'ni tears, su. h ase.itmg 
b.inanas triggering orl an .itlaek or 
that finv .ittai k n hke'.v to be talal 
were true And eduealmg the j'atienis 
to use the many i eliei giving gadgets 



I Thti novel of an Indian Menopause 
Society loiirnal 

that i'\ en the mediCi's niton didn't 
know liowtoiise 

rhestr-ilegi' that worked I'est was 
howev er, thatol selling impossible t.it 
gets w'hu'h nicinv taint-he.u toil 'heal 
ihv persons wouLl also timi ditficiill 
to meet Itv ..I nri'vmg ii]’ moiml.ims 
sin'll as till' I 'uke's Nosi tlw slipperv 
I Ol kholds 1 it Khamlal.-i iimi Kalsiib 
hai '.i.tlmg the tough hirt .i| shiv.iii 
Maharai at Pefh or the 'is-sloreved 
Wiii'ld Tt,,dei' entie, .iisthainatKs 
wereli.ld that thevcoLilvl do.nu thing 
tlu'v set ttn.'ir minds to 

'the last sui'h taiget, the Worlil 
•'r.ide I’entre, tell shvirt ol I hi - stan- 
dai.l 'J.lKID-lt mark Hut made up in dit 
tuiillv bv the'fii uli-ness ol the steps' 
w'hii h, l>r Niiphaiikai notes made 
I limbing i; as strenuous, il not moie 
iliat'i thi' i.Hkv peaks 

•\i > oil '! Ole\ I'l'vone i. an 
.I'hi.'vi'T r'liTe IS s'"i-vi'ai olil 
Madhnkar I V.sai. .in oki hand, who 
ran up the W orld 'I rade C'enire m gist 
eighi miiiuti-s, 7 s-v ear-old VIoili who 
has tmiailmgiv attended ei erv ehmb 


You-Too-Can-Do-lt: Asthmatic patients scale hillocks to prove then fitness 



and 84-viMr-oUi V.P. Kuppikar who 
walked five kms in 44 ininiitei.. 

There are spunky young ones hke 
12-vear-olil I'k-epti Karkhanis who 
did l,I4iir(>pe skips in 15 minutes, 
tiny siv-vear-old Ikillavi Kiilkarni 
who kiingaroo-liko did 2t)5 
Sun/uiiiitnii'ikan; in just 20minutes The 
list of tiL'liievers at You Toi > kee] >s 
ini'i easing each year 

This war's target will he an 
improvement im previous tinv*s 
linthusiH.1 by the show'of enthusiasm 
till now. Or Niphadkar plans to make 
this target ev en more dittieult It will 
be a roi'k V pe.ik at the height ol the 
monsoons 'Ihe Alpino irekkers, 
volunteers who help il a pafieni ean- 
not make it to the lop and back anvi 
help in can vmg him or her piggy¬ 
back, m.iv have liieir hamls lull this 
season Bui f'li Niiphailkai is sure that 
his le.nn will make 't, as usu.il 

t'lere, too, mills are tlaimied to kt'ep 
the morale up Vlembei-'. le.irn that il 
asllimatlms hki'B.i. hch.ui •_ neki tei 
Ian Horh.un ami spieuei.l le> k .e (■>s'’ii'r 
can ilo It. so win they 

T h*' iiiini'sphei i is ''nit i|uili’ so 
npbi'al m ihe■•nlhan.isia . iLib-.r 
tlieSi'i lel' loi thi KigIn ti' Oie e.'ill' 
Oignilv ii>un..U‘il i'l ■emuii.'iU so.i •! 
.iitivist Muvlo M.is.mi ill iiu'l igliiies 
Tlu Supriruei, mirtruling ui b*‘M 
sinking ■ low 11 SI. lion of Ihe liivli- 
an Penal (.'ode dial inadi- siiieiik' ,iii 
otteil. e, has giv i ii Mus org.inis,iii.iii 
mo'e leeth 

Till loiin'pt ol lelu .h.i M.ii.'.li or Ihe 
'living will' thiougb w hub )'eo[>!i 
choose lo die digo'ltied disilh'. Il.i- 
imre.ised m popul.uitv And now, 
ihere is a dein.'iid tor i li.ipteis i.t tin- 
soee-lv in t'han.hgai li im 1 Paliia.i'. 
well 

Never!hi'iess the lUiniliers ai i- not 
high ilespiU' the tai I that this i oncept 
IS not alien to India There are only 40(1 
lakeis tor it here as opposi’d to ovei 
two lakh menibeis ot the .Ameru'an 
ihaptei ol llii'soiietv 

T)r B N ('olabawalla notes in one ol 
his well-iesean hed essays, "’Ihei'l.oi- 
ee to rehnijuisli hie i'. as b.isu as (he 
one to live Kuiiti C.andhaii .iiid Dliri- 
tarashtra endisi then lives in 
?>(tiwspr(i.sf/w when they tell that the 
purpiise of their lives have bei'n ser 
v'tsJ Bhisma pn^ansf a bed ot anow- 
s and vvilliH,! the day and timr- ot liis 
own death " 

Members <i| the Society loi the Right 
to Ole with I dignity vvanl the same 
right that Bhishma took tor granted. 
And they arc w illing to wage a 
M(f/w/>//(»''nfot their own ■ 


JUNIORWHIRL HA|t 



BOX SCOBE! Seo if you can guess who gets 
which gift, then check through linos to see if you 
guessed right 


DRAW STRING! Draw Ihrw circles Place 
three cinles. Place the numbers 3, 1 and 6 
within them. Now arrange the circles to form 
a number that is divisible by 7. Mow is it done? 






TRICKY NICKY! ---■ 

Leave it to old St. fy; - 

Nick to form through UQ 

w'ith an amusing par- v;i'\ 
tv trick. If requires a | 

sheet ol paper lut AX'^ j M 

part way through in ^ 
two three pieces with 
a simultaneous tug iil | 'Py 

the two sides.. ^ f ^'•1 y.l 

Alas, most times it ^ l l 

will tear into two. 

Is there a secret? I lore's St Nick's answei • 
Simply chomp down on the middle piei.e w'ith 
your teeth, then vank the sides. Alaluizam, three 
pieces ensue. Hof 








CLUE-ING YOU IN ON NET 
RESULTS 

LET'S SEE it yovi can identiiy 
all si\ stepped-off NET words in 
the diagram, is accord with the 
clues b^ow'. 

Definitions: 

1. ABC, CBS and NBC, for 
instance (pi.) 

2. Mind with a single focus 
(hyph. word) 

3. Marco Polo was one. 

4. Thumbnail sketch. 

5. Kitchen storageplaces. 

6. Global info surfing place. 
Hoiv qiiukiv can you fill the 

blanks? 

I imi' limit. Two min 

i4Mi(i|U) (f •.i.ttP.qr I c .i|) f \ ^ 

IP \\ .ni^ > ^ ll I. A i.» { 


HAT STUFF! What bird is named (or a 
hat? Tho fe^-ant What hat suits the 
queen? The roign-bonnet 
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PORNLINE TRAFFIC 

Ihe debate over electnmic erotica dividing cyhc*rsfiace^says ShameemAkthar 


iMsions i>i cvl»crworld run 
dwp. The reason: electro- 
nic erotica, which is rapidly 
iVjpading Mte blissful anar¬ 
chy of cyberspace While «*me want 
the freetlom to watch, read and down- 
loiid porn if they want to, othersare int¬ 
ent on thriiwing it off the Internet. I’uri - 
tans, worried atniut the untranimeliHl 
porn availabilitv here, are c.dling for 
international laws to pri-venl children 
from having access to it 

India, making its modts.t eiitrv on 


ihaintain the moral integrity of 
cyberspace". 

As Mukhi's letter on the e-world, cal¬ 
ling for cybersupport, explains, "Inter- 
ni't offers great >>pportiinitu'S for 
nations like India, which are Ofiening 
up to the world, and these opportunit 
les must not be alloweil to be 
straiigltxl Pornography and net cri- 
mi"-. ivill eiiiourage governments to 
intci vene and that is exactly what 
must lie prevented at any cost, toensu 
re frix* and indefH'ndi'itl 




A sample of cytier pornography 


Internet, does not want to he inpjHHl 
by mi.sguidetl conservativ'es calling 
for a blanket ban on cvber-snrfing 
Instead, urge Indian Net-addicts, 
there .should boa movemenl -igaiRst 
cyl>t'r{.Hirn. 

A small start was made recently 
when computer guru Vijay Mukhi 
among those trying to popularise 
Intc-met in India, and his a.s.soiiale 
Kanakasabapathy' Pandyan, launched 
the Nf>l't)RN campaign. NCM’t'iRN 
f.Now Organi.sed People Cfffenng 
Resistance to NetPoin) has set itself an 
ambitious target It hopcstoaccumula 
te a million signatures of pc-Xiple across 
IhegJolie "who are determined to 


communiration.'' 

The mdlion-signature memt*ran 
dum, with flourishes by amateur sur¬ 
fers like actor Anupiam Khcr, cartoon 
i.st Mario Miranda, painti'T M.F. 

1 lusain, environmentalist Bittu Seh- 
gal, will be ^resented to the secretary 
of the United Nations, pleading for 
i’yb»‘rw'atch over pornographic materi¬ 
al And e-messages have sfartexl .seep¬ 
ing on I’andvan K.4?)eWorld.com and 
at the anti-poi n group's website. 

Put disaster struck the 
NOJXr>RN site when installation of a 
new programme wiptxi out many of. 


the support letters that had been stor¬ 
ed at the surfers' HQ at Mukhi's office. 
Hut some letters, which have been 
salvaged, show Ihedivergcnce of opin- 
-lon ovt r ryberpom's raisim d'etre. 

S ome are outragi'd at the suggestion 
olnioralfencmg TonyToews,inde- 
I 'cndeiit compiitei consultant and self- 
. i.oinfed 'lack of a few i ompiiter 
.• lalixl lrad»*sand master (or certified) 
> none', questumcxl if there wa*- any 
i.ioral ml<>gntv in the first jilaceon the 

ii< ! 

And as to the NOI’ORN declaration, 
which dtx'lares. "We are not here to 
1 esirain fnv speech or individual ch< >i- 
ce but we believe that the Internet, 
which has access to millions of homes 
worlilwide, must not be subvc'rted by 
peddlers of pornography and crimi 
nals out for a fast buck' , Tricws orders 
von.servative sigi«atorii’s like 1 fusaiii 
and Miranda not to visit those' areas 
Tch^ws, the irrt'preJi-sible net libt*r,il, 
suggc'sts that if the Indian govern¬ 
ment intervenes against net crimes 
and cyberjxim, it deserves to be 
'thrown out'. And ends his e mail 
note, saying, "I totally dis.igrw with 
your m<'ss<ig(‘' 

Another surfer, l>>n Marti from 
Indiana University, dashexi off his 
curt order to NOIORN: "Please keep 
this kind ol oft- topic fxisling ofl the 
SCI newsgroups." 

I lopping in and out of this wc'bsite 
IS lh»‘ surfer couple Praslianth and 
Meeta from Avon who alternali-bet 
.veen giggly, partly juvenile quericj. 
on the NOIX^RN moralist attitude 
and abusive language that reeks of 
words liki' 'Packie' 

1 hey write. "I el's see now ..public 
ligures from thecountry that holds kis¬ 
sing in movies tube pornographic, but 
finds murdering new bride's for hav¬ 
ing small dciwries to be acTeptable, is 
now presuming to judge what gets 
j'ostcxl in the net. Wcxxxi... sitback 
and watch the fun!" 

The NOIXIRJSI backers, on the other 
hand, are shyly supportive and just 
obcxliently punch in '1 support 
NOrORN'. The colourful language 






M.F. Husain 


seems to Ik“ prerogiilive *>i the lilnTii! 
group 

)o!iii n KobiTtsort a i]iet:h.iiuc<>l 
eii;.;i«Mt“rand sluvp (arniei Irom 
(tits'nv'illi’ (oi example, wht) \Mlies 
"Him iit> \MU propose U)i.\‘nsiii Ihi- 
Inleiuet, '.mt e no singli’ bixSv is in la< < 
in 1 li.irge ol il ' 1 I'l-lieve tlial voui 
atleinpt toelimiiifUe pomographv 
iiiul hustling iin Ihe Interne! isas hiiile 
at- tilling the tve.in bv twing into il 
t. let a life " 

Aiiienian Miihaei |oni»s seems ju'-.i 
as mifli'd by the NCtlttUN puiil.iiis 
1 le.sgUiishi" their inleol with 'A iuii 
position that yoii should lx* Ins- to 
express youT opinions Ui Ihe woiJd in 
blatant disregaid ol establishisi net 
use while trying ti > limit Irtv c\j iri,". 
Sion in other's is dishom'st, hv|XKTili- 
ral and repugnant In short, the {H'rno 
graphers wlu» post only in establislux! 
groups tor that pur}x>v> have I'ai Ix-l- 
ter manners than you " 

W hew! Hut never mind what lhi‘ 
libertarians say, nations are wak¬ 
ing up to the alfirm bell ol porn pro¬ 
blems Cyber Ireeiloiu will be trashed 
once h'gislation, twolving through 
such freewheeling del»ates, finally 
mu'//.Ies the electronic nxiusc and irre 
vcK'ably lixrks the computer against 
misuse. Already most nations h.»ve 
given their policemen a new b«*at — 
cyberspace. 

This, it has tube amcedixl, is a \ erv dii- 
ficult b»‘at, indtxxl. First, the keyboan.1 
seat offers criminals more anonymity 
than a packed train platform Second, 
the global nature ol surfing covers up 
spoor of the criminal. 

Pandyan says that the US senate has 
evaluated certain legislation now 


Ix’iiig sub|c>cteu to public deb.ilcs, 
t )nco the dust kn kixl up ovei these' set- 
lies down, the American laiv would 
set a tiend. "but c'vc-n this will v-reatc* .i 
problem sinc.v most countries resent 
the big brothel attitude of America 
and sev m these laws a subtle hint id its 
imperialism. But till theit, {H»rn sites 
will be irvelv available " obsei ves the 
Nel sjxvialist 

Those whc' visit these sites ,iie posi 
ed with newsgroiifis through registr.i- 
tion lli.it iec|Uirea surfer's ciedil card 
number. Sc>me gioups issue a warning 
that the surter is i*nleiing the' .siteat his 
own nsT or ic'sponsibihtv Nations 
like (ierni.iny obviously do not 
bc'lieve that much hcssl ispaicl to the 
latter and in |^nllar^ censored the new 
sgrcuip k’ompusc'rve 

Moral-keepers in t'.ernianv li'i! that 
the' material dow nioadc'd bv t om- 
piiservc''s voyenis vu’ilaled the 
country's child jxirnograplu' law s It 
also includc'd materul that is illegal 
for adults toscVaiid fxirnographv that 


^ IS legal for adults but unsuitable toi 
children 

C 'umpu.si’i-ve, unable to )ust vim its 
suriers in tVermariy, has clamped 
dow'n its worldwide at cess ti' 2tH) sex 
bulletins, but .since it could not |iis! 
c lam up in (. iet many, it lias leinporari- 
Iv bliK'ktsi access to fewr inilhon users 
Though coiufianv oflit ialMai|xti that 
they should lx* Ireatc’d on par with 
phone companies w'hich are not held 
roiponsible tc»r what sfx'akers mum¬ 
ble into receivers, it has buckled undet 
C lerman blcK'kadc* and is v-rc-aling a 
software that will bar list ’.cTmari 
iiseisfioni sijc'h sc“x dis. iissionsdeclai - 
ixi illi'gal in I .ermaiiy 

Gay gioiij-is frothing ovc'r C ierma 
ny's decision to v hannt'l oil homo 
sexual pic'tereni escmline, proU'sfed 
by pouringIx’ei in sewcTs in tioni ol 
thi*( ■cx'lhe Institute iii San Francwco 
They called tor a boyaitt ot Cierman 
goods Angrvand imc'hanlable com 
jiariscms vxerc* macic to Na/i c'ens*ii 
ship and book buriuiig under Hillei 

his deb.ite ovc'r online hlxTty, Imk- 
cxi irrcliievablv locvlx'rporn, is 
set logripevery conipuler-triencJly 
iiaiioii Those, used to carts'iiing 
iinshackitxi tlinnigh the Nc't balk at 
the ihoughi rii new c hecKs but tfiat 
Irifdom. unlettered b\ n.itiotial laws, 
I'lijoved by “I.S million nc't users ovei 
KMltHtnew' grviups Worldyvidc*. may 
finally Ix' rc'dineJ to a phantom 

Ac cessibility has made i vix’iporn 
all-age* peri*asive britam vuled a com 
pule I consultant roiently tor doyvn- 
loadingnc*tporn, whilet txloid univer 
sity blocktvi Its student .ucc-ss to the 
Ni*l attc*r tracking '1,111X1 connectunis 
made to si’ximI viciisi clip.s A survey 
m y'entral I -incashiie revixilixl that 
oiu ameing ti'ii sc hoolboy s ai e glued 
»ocompute*! ^xirii 

Another Amernviii sure ey c'siablis!! 


Vijay Mukhi- Leading the antl>pom campaign 




rtl Ihilt.il t'loulof th» 

U'l t<t>flit\iliv vi'.itfil m’vvsi>rini| 

luil al.iiniiii^; natiit's -.iidiasalt 
s'.'v -.Unsos, rw , rmlira ,ind 
all M'\ iKKidaj;**. F!n)iii;li U’-sff i-vcrv 
paiviit swf.itjn^. .iiid 
xvMiiing (nr law*- tt> b.irru.ni*’ rcmtvs t«' 
sduh sil-in ^jiaiifii'atioii 

I ‘••.Jih h% .ftTuMl coR'jfrwi- 

tiv« rc.K.'tu^n lo.uls In iidiaiUnissKua 
lions ti>o In I.X'ifrnK-r, Anu’nv j (. inli¬ 
ne dttidtxi to piiri;** tour-Iotlorond 
r.K tal .'pilht*ts In il-> /nal, jt ■i\t.'d 
‘bnMsf (rnin viHjbiilarv till it was 
^HtinN'd oiiMhal tht' word xvas x'ltai tor 
div ussion ilvi nkimin.'i nan < aiutT 
.iniofu; xvxmwn 

I’aiiK kinj; < >vor i»lh»'r sue h n>poats 
and th*- toai ot riv;htisi might gaming 
ovfi night the Nelninsortauti rompn 
sing Vlicnisotl. Inti'Tnalinnal Pusnii-,'. 
Mai hinns. AppK-t.x'niputer. 

C x'ri'iinnri«atKinsandothernia)oroiiti 
lie •xTT'vii'i's htivf dis iditl tti h«riTi the 
tnfiM niatii ai f lighxv as Parent..! 

I nits>v\'s’Trni*ni s .mup tlial .-Mligix'i’ 
par''ills, tea. heis i>i lompani*'^ the 
si'iisvarr- to I loKsiiint en -W-i (.nr.ipv 
ii!-eSurtV\ ah !i ss hai h otters online 
siiiui hits rs, vx lil iw'sonn pi.irt oj the 
I snisi xrtinin 

tl ps>lu ing tvosiM ','risure snrs'iv.il 



i AnupamKhor 



Mano Miranda 


I d the World VViiie W/i'i' muiti 
I ‘dia lab at s ..rdindge in M.e. 

.liiiseit e working on SIRh web 
I hiK > 1 ) ij's to K‘ ri’kvsfd .amn arniMie, 
j MK sti u'ken N'l't-wa'rs 

! Ills e. Ill resjionse U' the two bills 
o, iiigik'bats'd hs>tl> in Amern.i 'Hie 
ill-.I one pasM'sl in Jiinetn Ihi'S'nafe, 
the r'ntnnnsniiations I.Vcenev Act, 

IV huh wr-oiiid blanket all iinhne profa¬ 
nity The oths’r bill, Internet I revsl.nn 
<md Familv I'lnpvm'errnenl. calls for 
sell watch msteavl ol blacking out el! 
sv \ troni die sc revn. 

All this IS cleat IV no child's play 
I h« iiiph < elverpcirn, in its latest turns 
lorinatKin has iinn^H'd into tlw carlcxvn 
bandsviigon. An American site c'd the 
s', eb was ssvitchi*d off the screen 
!>.'< .uis»’ It cilter«>d 'I >irtv [>isney' bv 
ress'tirking the innocent anticr. of 
sll.uiin and 1'nnrs‘ss |.ismine into.i 
I' -n k 1 .sexual clinch. Made in lapan ero 
Ill a carliKiiT. like the Manga, titillating 
1 :lh images ot deiiism rafH*. are .ilso 
.,11 o\ er the«ompuler senen. 

I he prudes hav’e enough reastnis to 
•i team Ihemselvi's'blue'. Radicals, in 
relaiialion ridicule the yr'Ilow in fheir 
)<nuidicixl eyi'S. The debate over cyber 
1 11 -edom IS set to txx'ome more colour- 
I u 1 As the wi irld goes into paroxysms 
os IT this, India which is still on the 
tnnges ot the Net, can only watch the 
finiM.s/bi from the sidelines. ■ 






Sketches 

POTTED fflSTORY 

What the chattering classes are talking about 

This week; The Maharajas 


H ow it all began: 
From the sun 
and the moon if 
you believe Ihc 
Maharajas themselves. 
Actually, very few of them 
con trace their origins back 
to more than a couple of 
centuries tvith the possible 
CKception of 
Udaipur/Mewar. 
(Ren:ember what we learnt 
at school about Maharana 
I’ralap?) 

So. where did they come 
from then?: The vast 
majority were gtwernors, 
viceroys, generals and the 
like who jumpctl up to the 
throne. TheNixrim of 
Hyderabad was the 
Mughal Court's man in the 
south; Gwalior (Siindi.i), 
B.iroda (Ciaekwad) and 
indore (Holkar) were 
Shivaji's generals. Fcir 
itvstanc'e, Scindia is merely 
a coiTupHon of the lamiliar 
Maratlta surname, Shinde. 
And the Holkars are not 
even Marathas. Others 
were created by the British. 
Is there a pecking order?: It 
is a bit silly but it lias to do 
with gun salutes. Top of the 
league are the houses with 
21-gun salutes: fCa.shiiur, 
Gwalior. Mysore. Baroda 
and Hyderabad. Then you 
have 19-gun salutes, 

17-gun .scutes, and so on. 
Docs anybody still care?: 
Well, the Maharajas 
certainly do. Over the last 
seven years, Kashmir. 
Gwalior and Baroda have 
ail entered into marital 
alliances. 

Bui isn't Gayatri Devi a 
big deal?: Oh dear! At last, 
die embarrassing questiem. 
WeU. it all depends on how 
you define 'mgdeal'. Die 
Maharajas don't reckon 


that Jaipur is a major hou.se; 
the family first cosied up to 
the Mughals and then to 
the Brits, so there's lots of 
money in tlie family 
coffers. But no. nobody 
givi*!. the Jaipur house a 
great deal of respect. 

And Gayatii Devi?: She's a 
pleasant old dear, really. 
Her mother, a Baroda 
princess married to Cixich 
Behar (Ma CiKK-h was her 
nickname and not, as if 
often incorrectly reported, 
CiKK'h Nahin), was a great 
beauty and a jet-seltcr. 
When Ayesha (Gayatri 
Devi to you and me) 


married Jai (Sawai Man 
Singh of Jaipur to the rest Of 
as), they made a glamorous 
ample and spent many 
evenings wift the jet-Set. 
Diat made them 
glamorous. But glamorous 
is not always the same as 
respected or influential. 
And is Bubbles like 
Daddy?: Nopes. He's not 
so keen on the jet-set. He 
made a good soldier 
(decorated for valour in 
1971) and lacks his 
step-mother's 
amoition. 

The Maharaja for the 
Gayatri Devi crowd in the 
Nineties is Baf^ Jodhpur 


(or more properly, plain 
Mr Gaj Jungh), an old 
Htunian, w'ho loves plaving 
the Maharaja for foieigners. 
All of this can't really 
matten Oh yes, it can. It 
doesn't matter politically 
— only Madha vrao Scindia 
could win a parliamentary 
seat on his own Audit 
dtiesn't matter financially 
—Dhirubhai Ambani 
amid probably buy out the 
top ten Maharajas without 
having to .sell a smgie 
duplicate share (thoiigii 
Jaipur would require a 
little extra digging into the 
pocket). 


But it still matters to the 
Maharajas. M(x>t live in 
worlds of their owm when' 
servants bow low and even 
triends areencourageti to 
address them as 'Maharaj' 
For every Bubbles, Karan 
Singh or Madhavrao 
Sdi^ia, are ten jokers in 
turbans and achkans who 
don't realise that times 
have changed. 

And it matters socially. 
Dky still bow low for 
Bubbles when he enters 
Annrfjel's (the one owned 
by Mark Krl^, not the 
Ftmjabi rip-ofi owned by 
Laiit Suri) and Delhi 


hostesses regard Bapji 
Jodhpur as a groat catch 
Even Gayatn IX^vi can stop 
all amversiticm at a party 
simply by eiiloring the 
room. 

Is this because they are so 
elegant?: Alas, no. ITu- 
Maharajas ha ve tiu' worst 
taste of all Indians.'Iho 
women wt»ar flower)^ 
chiffon sari.s (goorgi'ttes 
when the>' lan get away 
with it); anil the men lot'k 
like rolrigerators draped in 
ill-fitting jodhpuns; ami 
ihnr homo are design 
nightmares. 

But there must be some 
people with style?: Well, 
Tiger I'ataudi, defmilelv. 
Karan Singh hoNhisowu 
elegance if vmi hirgive the 
.safari .suits. Scindia has 
started dressing better over 
the last few' years and ins 
sister, Vasuudhara Raje, 
has taste. But the n‘st Kxik 
like Wodeyar of Mysore 
who. in turn, looks like a 
cros.s bef w tvn batish Shall 
and Oliver Hardy 
How does one address a 
Maharaja: ''You" if he'.s 
well-behai'ed, "I icy, you” 

It he's not Don't oven 
attiTupt "Your I lighness” 
Most will never let you call 
them anything else. Karan 
Singh and I'ataudi will 
protest at the use of the title 
though, and Scindia will 
mumble "Corne oft it" 
while kxiking saretly 
pleased. The rest will 
wonder why you've 
forgotten to bow. 

What shouldn't you say to 
the Maharaja?; Say what 
you like. Bui remember 
that mo.sl dis<i.slers in tlie 
Chamber of I Vinci's begin 
with the words.' FtvJ like 
another drink?" ■ 




First psrson 



SHWETA SHETTY^ the duslty^fiht sensums pop singer,kis shot mio iheime^i.toiih her(^rtlhu»img 

_ t T» • n t.'i r»_’^ _____ ffhehOF 


number Rukmini Rukminl fr^ ihe film Roja and kef album'fqhnw foher, has hm fpmhwiedfor 

the Filmfareawat^fijr Best fematlsSmger for the lismgt^U. number, 


W hat is jrour idea of perfect 
happiness? 

Peace of mind, being content. 

What is your greatest fear? 

Having a car accident; cockroaches. 
Who or has been the greatest 
influence in Hftmir life? 

My mother. 

What do you dislike most in others? 

Dishonesty, disloyalty. 

What do you dfadike most in yourself? 

I am very brutally honest and that 
sometimes leads me to trouble. 

What is your most precious 
possession? 

My soul. 

What ob|echi do you always cany? 

CThocolates, lipstick and a couple of 
photographs. 

What makes you most depressed? 

Poverty—specially children 
beg^ng on streets. 

What do you dislike most <m your 
appearance? 

My nose— IPs a bit too big. 

What is your favourite word? 

Shit. 

What b your favourite )ouiney? 

From Bangkok to Sanuitin 
Thailand. And hopefully, tiu’ journey 
to hea ven. 

What b your favourite dream? 

To win a Grammy. 

What b your nightmare? 

Tliat I am marrying »i frog. 

What or who b the greatest love of 
your life? 

1 am k)veles» right now and am 
learning lo love myself. But my 
greatest loves aic my niece, nephew 
and my friends. 

What is your source of sustenance? 

Music, low, my songs, chi>coiatcs 
and food. 

On what occasions do you lie? 

When f reall V have to—if it will 
help me. 

What is your 
nightmare? 

That I am marrying 
a frog 


What is your greatest regret? 

f started my singing career too late. 
What has been your happiest 
moment? 

It's yet tocome. 1 have never had 
either any wonderful highs or 
depressing lows. 

W^t brings tears to your eyes? 

Sad movies, love songs. I once 
saw a be^ar on a cold winter night , 
ami that mought tears to my eyes. I 
wbhed i had a co.it or a shawl to j^ve 
him. 

How do you relax? 

By working out, wMi music and on 
the phone. 

What do you envy most in irihera? 

Nothing, I am a very confident 
person and I always look at the gbod . 


What do you dislike 
most on your 
appearance? 

My nose—it's a bit 
too big 

side of thii^, in ottj^rs and mysdlf. 
Ifow would TOu like lb tw 
temembereu? 

As file greatest singer Who ever 
lived. 

How would you llfW'te die? . 

. On stagi^ ih my hu^andls arms, 
vril^mychUdrenarijiiii^f^ ; 



Ayurveda the science of life, has stood the test of time 
for well over 2.000 years Ayurveda is a legacy from 
India’s glorious past when the Rishis had mastered 
the secrets of nature for the benefit of mankind 
Vicco Vajradanti Paste is the onginal Ayurvedic 
paste Vicco cares for your mouth - 
effective, active, totally natural Via;o is for healthy 
gums & firm teeth. Every tube of Vicco contains 20 
pure herbal extracts long established by Ayurvedic 
herbal traditions to be good for teeth, mouth & 
gums Ayurvedic practice, centunes old. 
actively involves, those elements in nature most beneficial 
to the individuals. Vicco Paste is made from herbs, 
barks, roots & flowers... no artificial ingredients, no harsh 
abrasives or fluondes. Just the-best ingredients 
for disorders of gums & teeth Vicco's concremrated 
formula lasts longer and tastes gr^t 
Vicco is worldwide favourite tor decades 
Vicco IS vegan No Animal ingredients 

Vicco Products: Natural-Naturalty better. 
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Made in India 

■ Fn-hatps, to thie list of the 
new bree() of India^ns ano¬ 
ther three types could be 
added CThscovery of Indi¬ 
ans' December 31). The, 
yuppie intellectual, for 
instance. 

This type likes to go 
about the world sporting a 
dishevelled look, nis nose 
buried in Milan Kundera 
paperbacks. He tlirts with 
girls like those modds in 
colourful commercials and 
watches Sufwrhit MuquaMa 
on 'fV. 

'll^c other type is a 
^70up of Lidies, inspiit*d 
by the queen of sleaze, ftho- 
hha Ov, who have discard¬ 
ed all convention and have 
adopted an 1-don't care 
.illitude that is quite 
pu/'j'Hng. 

The third type, inay bo 
influenced by tHana and 
Prince Charles, i.s (vut t<j 
destroy the myth that mai- 
riage is a noble institutiou, 

Do you agrw.’ 

Debashis Sen, 

Culailtit 

M The neo-Indians may 
l«Kjk a class apart from the 
masM',s but they are a part 
of this aiiTqTositc cultutc 
called India and may well 
be accepted. 

Another proininent bre- 
c*d of Indians i.s the nevv- 
j look politii.Lin&. They 


The new'breed tndiwis 

enjoy tremendous media 
hype and if tliey are well 
ron\'en>ant ip ihequea''*5 
tongue they will be laj>ped 
bv all glossies iitid TV’ pew 
■smagazines In give Iheir 
views on any thing fn>m 
Ayodhya to liawala. 

They have a suave, eru 
dite look about them and 
are gi-nerally nu»re pojni 
!ar because ot fheir classy 
outfits, gtKxi Kxiks and 
Western mannerisms 
Sunil Bunerfee, 

■CdU'utta 

W There was a time when 
a (lolituian was identified 


by the Gandhi cap he 
wore. There witp very few 
Congress leaders of the 
pre-mdependent jH’ritHl 
who did not sport a Qut- 
dhi tap. 

Later. Pandit lawaharlal 
Nehru made the cap a p*'r- 
manent ti\t’jn» of his alti 
re Moiarji Hesai and 1.al 
bah..idui Shastn. veteran 
Congressmen that they 
weiv, \vere ru ver sei.-n 
without the while 
accessory 

Hut ciirioush ervmgh. 
the present Prime Vlitu 


mmtmA 

IMMRSnmlRw 


ster, Niarasimha Rao, is 
ahvays seen with his head 
uncovered. 

PtaMa4 AgOnoti, 

Nadm 

■ Anurag Maihur sfiould 
have named a new Indians 
who fitttid the various .sec¬ 
tions of new Indians ho 
talks abtnit. 

Arta Mishm, 

CulltKi. 

Only Fashion 

W Since the Magazine tan- I 
n<»t give up its tasi-in.Uii>n 1 
for fashion, it might as 
well rename it.self as /Vic 
Tele^ajfh CafthtoK Magaziiw. j 
Surendra Rathi, I 

Cnlculti) i 

I 

How About j 
Heritage? | 

M i wt'uld retfuest the i 
Magazine t<i re-irunhincc ; 
the Heritage column by j 
Kathm Mitra. I 

Partha Ptattm .Miulak, i 
Howriih j 

Identity Crisis | 

^ 1 lu' hirst JVrsoi' t>» I 
.'\shish V'ldvarlhi tjai-.iiaiv ' 
2S)ccmlained wrc<iig jul'ir- J 
mation in the inirothictior. 

I ankf^h I- a i liariit li-i ni 
/tH' T V's /nut not 

Knnik-I'rlw as .■-tati d 

l)i;ii(/i s,/,iriit;/. 

c'rd/!.;', ■ ; 
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ShoiM Jh'KaniN Siff^h /x-ijurjirxt Prcsuk'nt' 
Seenut Goswami fm)/ilcs {/h’fx’si cayuiukih- \\'l 


BUI'FIKS'J , THf OBVIOUS QLHiSnON- VVl lAT KINJI H )I I'KI-sl!) 
cni should India have? 

The answer, of coursi*, is etjually obvious. He should be 
intelligent, compassionate, secular, and a man (*f stature. 
And, in addition to all this, he should have the ability to 
inspire the loyalty and trust of the nation which he le.ids, 
albeit as a titular head. 

So much ft>r how things slu^uld be. How' thi*y really arc 
is, in fact, another matter. 

In recent times, Indian Presidents have moreofti'n than 
not been political hacks, who havebtH'n rewarded lora life¬ 
time of service to the C ongress (read the Ciandhi family» 
by being elevated to the highest post in the l.md. Cii.ini 
2[ail Singh is, of course, the best example of this bnvd 

Looking back it is difficult t(^ find more' than tin ee I’resi 
dents whc> were men of consequenci.*. rhere was Dr 
Rajendra Prasad, who participated in the freedom strug 
glc; there was 1^ Radhakrishnan, who w'as a phiU>sophef 
and academician of note; and then there was Dr Zakir 1 lus 
sain, a giant in the Muslim community. Leave these three 
aside, and all you have is a list of mediocrities, who kuind 
themselves in the top job by some twist of fate. 

Next year's presidential election promises to be* no diffe¬ 
rent. There are the usualsuspectslined up. Atal Behan Vaj- 














|j.iytv, Ni.ir<isimh.i Kdo. K.K 
Nardyanan, etc. (stv btu), Inil not ont‘ 
piTstm who could hf iJd out h< ip4> to a 
nation that Mtniis to hav<’ suci'umbed to 
a.soul niimbinj;cynici.sni. 

But it tlie whispcTs in I Vlhi are to Ih* 
bt'lieml, there is a wild carci ui the* 
oltinj; No. it's not the Kiiiy, ot Spades; it 
IS the tornier M<ilura)a ot Kashmir, l>r 
Karan Sin(>h 

B ut why Ih Karan Sinj'h? He has 
bc't'n out of the [Kilitical arena sina* 
the Eighties, it you di.sanint a short stint 
as rile Inctian dnih.is.s.)dor in 
Washin>.’ti;ij|^i By all aaounts, he has 
s}x*nt this fK’rtod tra\'ejlin^ the world, 
delivennj; Uvtures on Ivhalt c>t the 
X'liiit I luiciu Siima) that tu* toiinded, 
and the intc*r-faith inovniient of which 
ho IS a li-adinj; nienih»*i 
So, what makes him an icloiil 
candidate for the prc*sideiu’y of India’ 
hiroiie tiling, thc-n* is lui di'nymg 
that r>i Siut;h is a man ot .stature* Hi.s 
intellectual achicvmients are bi'vond 
dLspute, his philosophic tn*ati.seon .Sri 
Aurohindo is still regarded as a 
masterpiC'O*. And while he i.s a dw*plv 
religious man, nobody doubts his 
scailar CTedontials 

In fad, they wc-n* reiiiton'c*d in flu* 
rncist [Hisitiv'c* wav jxis-silile when Dr 
Singh and his wife*, trasho R.iiva 
Likshmi, visited Kashmir m the 
attermath of the Ha/rallKil crisis. 
IX*spite the stning anti-Indian and evc*n 


strongi'r anti-l Imdu feelings hi the 
Valley, the Kashmiris greeted 1> Karan 
Singh, the IXigni Maharayi, with cnes 
of. "Hiiwurr haidshth ua y.ti/c " 

I )r Singh was I'ven aski*d by the 
militants to nu'diato in their 
nt*gotiahoas with the government But 
when the foiini*r Maharaja otfereci his 
stTvia's, he was fobbed otf by the 
C.overnor, C wneral K V. Krishna Kao. 
Thpgovc'mmc’nt of India, it ivas made 
clear to him, did not want liim to 
interfere in the situation in the* Valley. 

The mam reason for this rebuff w-as 
I >r Singh's position on Kashmir. While 
he has never come out in supfxirt of the 
militants' call (or aawcfi, he is at pains to 
point out that thi^e have been atrex ities 
on Ixith side's in the Valiev. While it is 
true that the militants have taken 
rmiursf to violt'iuv. ihesc'cunty tones 
t(K) have violated the human rights of 
the Kashmiris. "Tliest* stories an* tcxi 
w'ell slixuincmted foi us to ignore* 
them," l>r Singh Siiid in an iMt«?rview “I 
think we should .send our human nglits 
commission to the Willey to mvesligate 
these violations." 

(iiven this position, IVKaranSmgh 
IS one man evc>n the Kashmiris 
(including those in the ValUy) would 
be* happy to see as IVc*sidc*iif of India 
And who knows, it may h<*lp tom* 
down thecTU^of "Ajwflc/i" that rc*nd the 
air m the Valley thc*st*days 








o Rajya Lakshmi 



Those in the nee for India's 
pre^eney; 

ATAL BEHARI VAJPAYEE 



rhe current position within the BJP 
is that Vajpayeeis its prime mini.ste* 
rial candidate. The jxuty intends to 
fight the gm»i under his 

stewardship; not that it has moch 


dtoke,nowBtBtl.K.A4vanih«yi . 
fiiDen iddiin scanaftl 

Bdt whatii^thefijfPfaibtosecuie 
a ihajcidty. and ha$ Ip forat a cntdK 
tkm with the Conerm to anne to 
pinver? There is aueadytaUc ia 
Odhi edaseoet deal between Nhra- 
sindta Rao and Vamayee, accord* 
ingto which oneorth^ would . 
becoflw Priiirw Miniater and the. 
other President hi such a scenario. 

And the betting is t^t Rao wiB 
take the better job, lea vir^ Atayf 
with the presidency. 

NARA$lMHARAO 

Becoming President of India is not 
what Rao really wants; he'd nfudi 
rather be Prime ^Qnister for ano¬ 
ther term. 

But Rao knows as w^ as anybor 
dy eke that polibes is die art of the 
{KHsible. And diat tf the BJP hr die 



senior pertmtadK cpaiidm - 
governaientouttiiiedabovp^ . 

he iiteyte forced toghteujihk , 
(iahntodiefopjob. ' .- 
InaleiMJ, wexi^ywdjbetx^ . 

to£3iif P.V. Nsea^foihiit Rao,. 
dehiofiiidiai ,■. .• 

■TMPlteaidesii'pfir^ 


■’iC' 









K iishniir Wcis u hcu' ii till 

K.ir.in Siii);h ^'.r- Kmi lo M.iIi.'Mhi 
II.iri Sin^hiinil VIiiI'uIIMpi 1 .11.. I)i \ imp. 
‘IMauh Du-Maiuii.!],! h.ui 
reni<rmi \1 li.o .ii;j 

iiiarriiil Umu’ kai.iii Sm,-)) Uim nt 
)ii'ttiird vmU- 

Ihflxrll'. U>v'V |'l.'u\-ir< iiini". 111’Isi' 
soiillinl hr.wii'M, uttrii-llu M.'li.ir.'i.i'-' 

t.ikpii liu i-iiiiii- 

ihird lloiirol llii M.tl.ni' lli'!rl Iht't 
t\iV- iiiu.;!t ipjoii m.; u lu-ii t i'. m in >11, 
IhiDiU’U'iislmiii .iipii 
vpli'brtilHHWI'liittiniii\i till liu' j'ui' 
u'tiinuil to liului 

Hill kar,inSuij;li •.liiiK'tmiiii ,\.r luii 
.1 ppirtu wliirh Iwppv oni' IK hi- m.mi 
.11 1 (iiint. In'- piiii-'i'*- wi'tn till'. Iilti-M’i’l 

IS [HMpli'tojli'l .tli'i'i; !i)i 
pi-ru\isv)t tjnii- fni thf hu'si p.ni liii-. 
ni.iinliiim'it ‘•t'p.ii.ih' msidi-pii-- . 111,1 
thi’\ piuij; > 1 / '1(1/uiiiiid s(N III', iiiinhi-i 
!tir Mtu'limit mi-r\ li.u .imi hr i.illf. 
1)111 (' I'M'H’ t)in\' d.P. 

rills\\,i',hi iitipv'.i’is.iii iitr.i' 

I hiMhom) I'.'U i.'mitni';;l hiit n 
prcp.iri'il k.iT.iii Siiiph lot iii' |■|J'•.‘!ll' 
tiui! l.iv .liu'.id rill' lust 111 urn > M,.si'i 
111 ' Illl'l.lPU-I'.llll llll-!ll.ii',"l M.l II'1 'll 
liiih.i llisi.iiiii't M ih.iM)., H..I I‘ipi!,!' 
Wris i-I.rJ ti''-.i'.;i: lii',’ hisiiiiiif"' m 
.'^u1'ssl(lll If '■ (iir.l.iiii r )i iti. ". 111!. !i 
k.i O’.'iiir xvoiil.i hixmiu' p.iit .>! i uh 1 
1 I.IM ‘iinj;!’ lilt ill icil 1111 I !lip. 
dlM'.imi, .1II1I iMth p.OMil p'.isnil it,lu 
■Ip,IiH."!! In H'ill (lit■ I 'luin'ti Indi., ihi 
Musiini ni.i)m'!l\ N .illnv wniiM hi 


tem. Wl 

dy 8ean»toiig^ TW 

tpct fdd ai»i fn veiy.j^i^iiere^ haals 
cOuMn'i jpO!^ 
)(ndke tblto dMijfssasiii^ 

doesn'^afif^t.toii^ashSM^ . 



lihau^ and he i$ cohatantly k^y> 
^ for another atint In Rari^trapaK 
mvan. 





A strong section within foe Crm- 
^nessis very keen that the man next 
in ihve, Vic^Preadenit Narayanan, 
be ^eimted to the presidency. The 
reason foal Narayanan is an eru¬ 
dite man, has served in the foreign 
smite with distinction, conducts 
foeBajya$abha with rare elan, and 
is in every way qualified to be the 
nextPresidenL 
What's foorc, his would be a 
politically correct choice, 
inde^, Narayanan is a Harijan, 
and .tf he succeeds ^rtna, a firah- 


ipin, the Congress would have pro¬ 
ved that it has no caste bias. 

L.M.SINGHVI 

Currentiy serving as India's high 
fommissionet to the Cwrt of St 
James, ^ghvi is very keen Ip come' 
back to Infola. And as fiw Prcsideiti 
of the country, no less. 

Singhvi; who has never been 
I closely identified with any party, 

‘ hopesfoathemaybecomeaconsen- 
sus candidate in case no party has a 
mafority in the electoral college at 
the time of the next presidentiai 
poil. 

NAJMA HEPTULLAH 

Until now, nobody is taking her 
candidature too seriously, but 
Ntijma has a lot going for her. ^he i.s 
a Muslim, a woman, and has been 
in active politics all her life. 

Ofcouisic, these very factors ma> 
work against her candidacy, indi- 
an politics being what it is 






unhappy with his chuia'. And il he 
ivenf I 'ver to /’akistan on fhe grounds 
Ihdl his was a Muslim-dominalfxl stale, 
he wniikl anger lht< Himlus of jainmu 

Put evtTi as the Maliarap wrestled 
with this piobleiti, the Indian annv 
niareln>d into Kashmir tn help make up 
h.is mind Kashmn iHsame paii ol 
India, but I lari Jsinj'h himseli - who 
w.is not Sheikh AtKtiillah's lavourite 
j'H’rson - vvas'K'nl iiiU>exitt'in fk'mba>' 
on June 20, 

At theageol I8, KaianSingh liivame 
IIh' Kogenl ol the Stale, with Sheikh 
AlHlull.ih as IViine Minister Singh was 
not in the hv^l ol health at this lime, 
eilluT He h.id had a ns urrent hip 
problem, whs h li.id kept him in UtJ lor 
lhel''t'tlei pail ol two vears, and tor 
vvliieh he h.ul undergone surgery in 
New ’fork. Put despin- thc'st' 
sonvtrairil.s. 'singh InisJ to tullil ttie 
duties that sluiuld, in the natural fours*' 
I >1 events, hav*- Iwen his father's 

In 14'd, Sheikh AUhillah. alhsJ lor 
an abolition ol nu'iiarvhv m Kashmir, 
and dtvrrt’*.! that thf- si.it*' would ha\ e 
an elecletl head ol state, w ho woiilii I> 

(Hik'd S<idat t-kivavil Karan Smg.h 
wah made the hrst S.ular-*' Riyasat to 
make ih*’ tr.ins'tion simpler arul easier 
for all foin'erne*,! 

Maharaja I tan Singh was oiitragid 
With Farooq Abdullah 


at this move, hut Karan fiingh hitnsclf 
was quite philosophkal about it I te 
kn*'w in his hi?art that the feudal onier 
was <in Its last legs, and that the 
Maharajas would stum be history. 

In the midst of all this, Singh tixik 
time of! f»>r what was, p**rhaps, the 
m*)st inn[x>rUint event in his j;ierst>iial 
life' his wedding to Yashti Rajya 
1 akshmi, a Nepali princess *m March S. 
1‘>‘t 0. Karan Singh was 19 years oki, and 
his wife was just H, a gauche teenager, 
who hail k*d a very .shell*'n\l lih‘ in 
Nepal, but was nowexjHeted to 
entoilain heads of stah* and 
government in a style to which they 
were thinslomed 

lliiit early training- - not to nu'nlion 
bc'ing thniwn into theilcvpend - - jiaid 
oft l*>il,iy, 1 )rSingh .md \asho Rajya 
•ireeininted among the Is^st hix.ts in 
I k'lhi Their large airv home m 
t hanakvapun, snrroiimlcd by <i 
l'>eanuhil!v-ke|*t gardi'ii. is the v«*niiei)l 
some of the most esc lusivejMttu's in 
1 teihi It is the first port ol eall loi nicest 
visitingdigmtarii*s and cc'lebritu*s, and 
Karan Singh and his wife organise Ih*' 
most wonderful luneh*'s lor Iht'm in 
their elegant and low-kev'style 

Not loi the Singhs, the cwtc'iitatioiis 
ilisplav ot wealth that most 
mdustiialisisand businessmen n-’v! in 


They would much rather pay attenh’on 
to the guest list and the menu, than 
bother with Rosenthal gkisM's and 
gold-t'dged plates — though they have 
more *if that stulf than any of the 
iinu(vaii ncltc type's, who hc»pc' to give 
them a run for thc’ir money. 

L iinch at I)r ICir<m Singh's. The guc'st 
nf honour is NadineCiordimer, the 
Nobel I .aureate, who is in Delhi to 
dc'Iiver the'jawah.irlal Nehru Memorial 
Trust k\'ture She had first met Karan 
Singh in South Afnca, when he had 
gone' to dc'Iiver .i speech at the 
c c'lebralions in Ihirbiin to mark the 
centenary ol Mahatma t nindliTs arrival 
in South Afnca ('.ordimcT had Iwu 
utterly *.haTm*’d by' him, and his 
s|.K\vh, vc'hic h she ralcil as ai'n*ing the 
b«'sr ihat she had over hc'ard 

Now in IX'Ihi,(.iordimei is the star 
attraction at the lunch lvistc*cl hv Di 
Singh And th.it takes ‘>i)nic'*li>inj', 
w'hc'ii you rc'aliM'tha* artiung Iheolhei 
guests - winch inc:lude |usti< e I .eila 
Seth, Kiinwar Nalw'ai Singh and the 
l,ii'iitenant-( rt>v*'rno! c>l Ik'lhi - is 
Soma C land hi 

At anvotluT I k'lln vsial event Senna 
wciitld Ix' tfiecentie of attention, with 
•ill the'other j';ius-»si'riiwdmj’,arcHin*l 'c> 
have a word with hei iii ec eii jiisl eateli 
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Kfiran Singfi with Indira Gandhi 


ill I’lA'i Pul ‘.w li I'.',!«• .imbifnct’tha’ 
i >r init;!' >• 'i aii s.jt hi*, lunclu’s thni 
^'on'.. 1'- IriMlrii .1^ |iisi .motlu'T 
lluMit;li tv)!i( lau,‘v'nia sn.'iurnl 
inoilc'sfN’ lu'lps 

k u'.in liinisoli IS thi' jvrit^-l 

luv.l, llilliii}; !r<»ui lo j^Ufsl, 

inltinlin'in” piMpli' Untiw.’anotlici, 
k!.s'pinp till’ rciivfrsalKin and tlif 

lini ksllmvinj; Hi’-. vMtV, YaMio Kajva, 
MifMTX'isi-s till' tiHid whu h is laid out 
oil llx’ ltiri;i‘ liming tablr in a rooin 
ilomin.iti’il bv paiiihni>si)l tlu’iouplo's 
ihildrcn 

It's not a sit down lundi, but it's very 
I’li’^jaiit tor all lh.it Thi' f'lUNts aro 
h.indiii .1 silver ihiih. which is divided 
into coinjiai Iments ta niev touii i to 
prevent the p.ravies Iroiii mnniiiji; into 
one another) anil asked lo help 
thenisolves 

riu’ie is usnallv one K.ishmiti and 
one Nepali dish on otter (representing 
thei'ulinarv traditions oi the Maharaja 
.mil the M.ili.iraiv), and dmnei is 
followed by ColKv — and fninn, tor 
thi'se with an Indian p.ilate 

Livened sen'ants dash around 
ottennp dunks and second helpings. 
But the interesting thing is not how well 
they'll’ tiairii'iL but that lliev don't call 
Karan Siiigli "Mahara] ' or even ""N'our 
Highin'ss", which is the wav most 


royals in Jiiilia .ire addressetl bv their 
hoiiseholii slatl Instead, they ri’ler to 
him as "IXiilor Siiab ' Bui this is hovi 
Karaii Singh ptelers it Accnnling lo 
him, he would much rather K’ lalltxf by 
a name that he h.is eanitxl -- I'Hictor - 
th.m a name that he inhentisl Mahara) 
While this makes tor an inti-resting 
anecdote in itself, there is ijuiti' a sli ir\ 


The Maharaja of Kashmir 



beliiml Karan Singh’> diK loralv’ .As 
Regent, tlie I'oimg Singh was both 
Chancellor ot and ,i student .il k.i'-hmir 
Liniversitc ".And when 1 v;ol m\ 
diK torate," lieLiugiis. "it v\ .is thi'hist 
case in liislorc o| a i haiu elloi 
gradii.ilingfioin his ois ii univeisiiv 
There's more to Karan Singh than 
academics, though De.spito tne senior 
statesman air that surrounds Iiim, he 
quite enjoys an evening of rock music 
His favourite group the I ’et Shop 
Boys When it's not music (lew people 
know th.it the former Maharaja has a 
fine singing voice), it's pm-try, of 
which Karan Singh has published ’ 
few Volumes 

B ut IS all ol this enough? Dr Karan 
Singh may well be the best man tor 
the job, but will he be able to convince 
even'om to choose hinC And moie 
importantly, dix-s he want Ivi’’ it iht 
pa.st decade has pnwed anvihmg, it is 
that LV Singh has no taste toi political 
lobbying iW Iasi thing lie wants lo do 
IS hang around in Centr.ii I iail or in 
various part) conclaves telling 
people trial hi- should he the next I’resi- 
dcnl of the Kepublii ot Imlia 1 le 
would much rather mI in Ins Indi.i 
Intematiimai Ceiifrt’ (ot won li he li.is 
been chairm.m tor the last three v.>ais) 




The Chrar-p-Sharif 


office, cntertnininj^ men .irul women 
<'f txinseiiueiu't 

I he Congress has Iitlle lime lor him, 
under Njrasimha Rao '1 hi.' olncinl 
line, of course, i.s th.il Singh i annot b<‘ 
forgiven his betrayal of Mrs Gandhi in 
the posl-Iimergeney period, but this is 
hard lo believe, when you consuler 
that It was Indira's son, Kajiv. vvho 
appointed him anib.issadoi tii 
WashiiigUm 

The truth ol the matter i-i that Kara- 
simha Rao is a bit wary ol I'h Smgh 
rhi' I’rime Minister is v|iiile willing U' 
come over to Kar.in Singh's house tor 
lunch, bur a.s loi anvlhing be\'ond 
that torgel It 

The government has made it clear 
trom the beginning that Pr Singli has 
no role Ui plav in the kashmir crisis 
Tlii.s, di’spile the tael that the former 
Mahat.ija got.: tumultuous reception 
,in the V'alley i>n the last ‘we-tiecasions 
when he visited atler the Ha/’i.itbal 
and Chiar-e-Sharii irises 

Coiigiess support to' the presidenti¬ 
al polls vs, theretore, out ot llie ciiies- 
lion -- thi'ugh ilie wav thiiig.s are 
going the parly mav be out in the cold 
w'hen it's time to choose a new 
I’lesulent 

So, what about the BJl’^ Atterall, 
what nioie could that partv V' ant than 
a man who is a Shiv Hhnkl and the foun¬ 
der of the Vir.it f-findii Sainaj'^ 

But no, even the I (indu right is not 


keen on Dr Singh It i.s m it comfortabl< ■ 
with his version ot religiosity, which 
comprises a deep faith m t hnduism 
along with an abiding beliet in the < on- 
cept that all religions are hmdamental- 
ly alike This line of thought is not like¬ 
ly to go down Well with the .Ashok 
Singhalsand L'ina Bharlisot the world 

S I 1 , what docs Di Karan Singh have 
going toi him-'Strarigelv enough it 
IS th** tact that Ik- has a growing eonsti - 
tuenvx-' in the Indian middle-ckiss, 
which sees him as one i it their owxi 
T he toimer Maharaja of Kashmir an 
honoran’ member of the lndi.in 
middle-cla.ss' Yes, tlie mind boggles 
But there i.s some truth to this 
perception 

l or starter.s. Dr Karan Singh has all 
along played down his royal lineage 
1 h' is very uncomfort.ible about being 
referred to as the Maharaja, and 
makes it a point ot a* king people to 
call him [)r Singh 1 le is far more pro¬ 
ud ot his achievement.s than he i.-. of his 
parentage, .'vnd the middle-class can 
identify with a man who values educa¬ 
tion above money, even though he 
had loads v)f it 

Then, there is Dr Singh's mtellertual 
constituency at the India International 
Centre, which hi* has run with distinc¬ 
tion over the 1 ist several years. When 
Karan Sinjjh took over at the IIC, it 
was with the intention of revamping 


and eari vingouf majoi change- 

1 hi' lir'-l thing he ihd w .is frv .aid 
cli.ingi'th<-v'oriipi!''ii'H ot ihe IK ni.'m- 
bi'iship While lie wjsshll .it Ihi.'cen 
lu-ot iiltelleclu.ii hli in Pi-lhi the 
voungi'!'lot ol people wen slowly 
iiiovmg aw.iv tromii And there w ,is 
sonii'daogi'i (hat hv theend o! iheien- 
tiiiv, fill, teillte would hoi-oiiie jii.st 
.inollii r h.mg mil li,>' n-tirej 
aiMdeiniis 

It IS lo T'r bingh's iredit rh.il he h.is 
bmught die iiHivei s and '■h.ikers baik 
to Ik' and ensured ih.it it u ill conti¬ 
nue 111 , ouni until well into the next 
dei.ide 

T he tiuth ot the inaltei is that ii a 
poll was held U> choose the next I'resi- 
u.'iitot India, with everyone witT: a col¬ 
lege degiee lit mg allowed oni' \-ote, 

Dr K.iian .siiigh would win hands 
dtiwn 

Ifut. unlorUm.itelv th.il's not how 
the President of India is elected I le is 
ehoosen I'y .in electoral college, com¬ 
prising MPs and MI .A.s .A,nii to win, 
v'ou've got to have the support of .it 
le.ist one niaior political party. And 
that's somelliing that Dr Karan Singh 
doesn't have 

Dr Siiigh mav be the jlerfect candida¬ 
te But It may w'ell turn out that the sys¬ 
tem fails to accept him bi?cause he is 
too right for the job ■ 
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alfway across the globe things were 
no! going so smoothly In the elegant 
Park Avenue penthouse apartment of 
the Reeds in New York, the 
S<imuelsons wore impatiently 
awaited It had been a week since 
there had been ar>\ news ol Andrew 
and Ti-rry Philip Reed had been again¬ 
st the madcap scheme Irom the vor\' 
beginning and had insisted on const- 
.mt loinmunication trom his son and 
daughtei-in- law 

As long as they had remained in 
cities, he nad spoki*n to Andrew every¬ 
day but once they had gone on their 
godtcirs.iken trek, there had been abso¬ 
lute silence. On top of that Ins had 
been driving him up the wall to do 
something Not that he wasn't woiri- 
ed himselt 

The doorbell interrupted his 
thoughts as his butler t ame in to 
announce the Samui*lsons h>hann 
Samuel.son had come to America as an 
impovenshed f Jernian youth and had 
stayed with relativi's m Chicago, 
showing an uncanny acumen for hi.s 
uncle's second-hand turniture 
business. 

It was largely due to his hard work 
and loresight tnat his uncle today was 
one of the largest furniture dt'aiers in 
Chicago. As for himself, he had done 
really well e\-en though it had lieen 
hard woik and twice as ditficull foi he 
was an immigrant but he had made it 
to thebigtime and a p.irtnersliip m 
Wall Street's premium investment 
lirm was .something not lu be ignored. 

A truly self-made man, nearly every¬ 
body in the business world knew that 
he had come up the hard way and had 
always crooked his nose at the mhen- 
ti'rs, who had everything laid out on a 
plab* 

His parbiership with Rwd had rais¬ 
ed quite a few eyebrow's lor Rt^’d was 
nothing if not a Boston Brahimn and 


his family had been in the banking 
business for generations 

But both had recognised in each 
other a hunger for powei which had 
brought them together, bamuelstin's 
only regret was that he had no son t<* 
carry on afti;i him, but Terrv mori- 
than made up for the lapse 

E ver since the children got married, 
Samui.'lson had been at peace v\ ilh 
himselt Now was the time tv> look tor- 
w'ard to grandchildren His wife 'I’he- 
re.se agreed wholeheartedly and they 
planned to shift to I ong Island ("HTma - 
nently and hand ewer the rems 
But where the hell were Andri-w 
and Terry? 

"Maybe they could not get 
thvougn," said Ins, 'CiUTimunuatioiis 
in third world countries are 
abominable." 

"No, they would have reached back 
New I>clhi bv now, they would havi' 
got in touch," said Reed, "liven if the\' 
extended their programme, both art- 
responsible enougli Iti let iis know 1 
can feel it. something is w rt'ug ' 
Heanng the ijessimisni in Rei-d's 
voice, Therese burst mtt> It iirs "Do 
something lohann ! can't bt'ai il," shi 
whispered between sobs 

lohann Siam nelson who had remain¬ 
ed luiiet uptil now said, es. w e c.in't 
sit here and wait !t't somelhim'. t-’ liap- 
pon, Andrew and Teir\ aiv init.ii.tn 
lestvnls upto .sv>inesill\ pninl' i <-l im- 
sjieak to Richard I i.o i-npiin .-i-,.; s^n- 
what he can do ' 

Richard Davenport e-a*' a senaloi 
whom India counteil amongst liei 
friends in the US Cfn mort- than on*- 
occasion he hail slalleil anti-lndi.i hills 
in the Senate and had raised <i big liue 
and erv ovei repeated imlii.in .issist 
ance ft* Pakistan. Jixiia s sworn 
enemy He could even ring up Si'iith 
B'oek, the office of the Pntiii- Mimstei 



of India It In- wantfd j 

Johann ninf; up Kichanl's George- I 
town lesiiit iia> in Washington and | 
relaxed autornatically on hearing the '< 

dce| I baritone i 

"Relax lohanti. the kids are on (hen 
honevnioon tor kind's sake, slop brea- i 
thing down tlieir neek," Richard said 1 
good narinedlv. 'Still I'll speak to 
Niek at the embassy and see what 1 can ; 
do, it you are so worried, ' | 

I 

N icholas kang was the American j 
ambas'jador to India and quite < 

cn|oyed the i^iental ambienie ol his | 
assignment 1 le got along well with j 
the ME A and there was less headache 
associated with a third world po.sting 
ever since the Russians got tnendlv 
and the cloak and dagger garne^ had 
come to an end 

Richard's call came just betore he 
was to go for a reception at the Chini'- 
se embassy in hnnout of the visiting 
Chinese premier 

"rm in a luory, Dicky, could you 
call hack, < an't be lalt' tor the.se dipio 
matic do's, he spcike into the phone 
while his Wife struggled w'lth his cutt 
links 

"1 do n<»( think anything is amiss, 
since theie has been nothing atioui 
W’hite tourists m the papers These i 
things gel repoi led very quickly you 
know But 1 will keep an oyi' open and 
ask the home nunistr)' to look into the 
matter if they do not gel in u>ueh er 
the weekend, " he said and 
disconnecteii 

"What IS il?" asked Jenny Lang 
"Oh .some New York big shots 
uptight o\ei their children wlio came 
trekking S"em to have gone under¬ 
ground I’nibahlv holed up in I lanu- 
man Dhoka in Kathinaiidii, drugging 
theii veins oin Let's go" 

Bui the Reeds and the .'saniuelsons i 
waited in v.iin o\'or the weekend 
There wa.s no tiiiws oi Anilrew and 
Terry j 

Calls were plav’cd on both sides ol 
the globe, some angry, some fervent I 
and a hunt w as launched tm the miss- | 
uigtouiists I'hev were traced uptill ! 
hotel N'orkhill m Gangtok bul .itter j 

that there h-id bi'i'P. no clue II was as if | 
thex’ had fic-i'ii swallow* d up b\' the ] 
eai'.h 

The .-.iij'i'niiteiident ot piilice was 
feeling thi‘ heat and was beside him¬ 
self U> find out something but Ui no 
avail They had not bes'n booked with 
any trekking organisations and none 
had Come forwsird with any informa¬ 
tion eviepl that the\’ liad luvn seen 
shopping in the .'sundav BciyMi at Lai 
.>/ket 


After that, notliing, absolute silence 
A local slnngei of the TtfC Tr/cynip/i 
ncwspjpiT spied all thi* activity and 
frayed tempers in the central flinnn 
and asked aiound till the whole story 
was rev ealed to him Wit tliat the hunt 
had been secretiv'e Soon all the nation¬ 
al dailies were ablate with tlu- nows 
All .sorts of theories were piopounded 
Kidnapped for ransom, some said, 
othiTS said that they had goni' rock 
climbing and could have dn-d in some 
fatal accident bul as the weeks went 
by, the story shifted to the inside 
pages of the newspapers Nobody 
knew what has! happeni'd to thi' new - 
ly married couple 

At the Amerii.in emba.ssv on the 
beautifui Shanti Path in New I >elhi 
Nicholas Lang, w'as speaking to 
Ricliard Davenport 
"N(' Dicky, they are definitely 
missing " i 

' The polio* h.is no clue, the 1 lome | 

ministry has pronii.seJ to leav e no i 

ground uncovered wec.ationK j 

wait " I 

"I know it is lough on tile jiaienls 
but it IS silly III them to go iheie alone 
At least ihei' could have c hecket! with 
ustirst " I 

" Th** Northeast isn.iiistantlv in lur- 
moil Hi India AItJiough Sikk ..n is rela- ' 
tivolv peacetul. the people are ot ' 

Mongoloid origin and tiave i irelv lelt | 
an aftmitv w'lth India Thev always ms- ! 
istoii a separate identify " 

As he- was cunrluding his call, Lang, 
noticed Neil Kant come into the room 
Ostensibly the trade and ecvnioimc 
attache at the embassy, he was a td.A 
agent and I,ang iitten had little to dii 
with him } le was CIA s station master 
and was more olteii out ot the embas¬ 
sy than in it, 

Lang had probably never notieed, 
bul Kant's name sounded niorc Indi¬ 
an than American t tnly its spellmg 
wa.s anglicised Eew kix-w about hi.s 
background 1 .ooking at his deep blue 
eyes and fair complexion, nobociv' 
could even guess that he was in reality 
hiilf Indian and h.ad been .d pains all 
his life io disguise his thud world 
bai kgrouiicl 

Ifis lather Miniulei Kviiit had rnis'ra- 
t.'d t<i the Sl.it- . Ill the imi ly Eiftie.s 
India was not yi-l et|Uipped to put his 
abilities to use. I le vva*. perhaps the 
first physicist who was interi'sted in 
nuclear technology and m tho.se day's 
when India was * onsiderably clo-ser to 
the Soviets than to iIm* Aineric ms, he 
had b»*eii quickly noticed by the CIA 
and otfeied a eomfortabli* berth at 
N.ASA, The elder Kant jumped .it the 
chance simply bocatisi* he was a scien- 



bst lust and he knew* thai India c ould 
nev't-r aftord thelacilities w'hich he era 
ved foi his research At least not m hi.s 
lifetime 

He did not think tor a minute that 
his migi Jtion w as part of a detrimen¬ 
tal flow out of the nation, which .socm 
came to be kniiwn as brain ilram 

W'haTs mori', the physicist had to 
break all ties wlh his mother counti-y 
and never came back once he left his 
native shores Siniply because he was 
a sei urity risk and worked on sensi¬ 
tive militarv experiments It would 
not do if he went home one line day 
and never came back 'Hie CIA war. 
pleased with its find, lie was a major 
a.sset 

Surindei Kant mis.sec] home bu* 
ilrowned iiimselt iii Ins work and 
would otteu bo seen at the heart of 
arguments trying to prov'e that India 
had moie to it than snake charmers, 
elephants and irnpiiverishcd 
maharaias 

1 le marned a Polisli woman Anna 
and had one son and two daughters 
None of his children looked like him. 
His Indian blood called out in4im to 
name his son Neil, which could be 
accepted in both communities. White 
and Brown. He agreed to his wife's 
recjuesl to baptise his children. But his 
bedtime stories to his son would be 
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tiDm thi* atiJ thi' 

Mrili.ibhcir.iU 

S.> Neil prew up u’Uh .1 r.u’i.il hamli 
cap tvon thuuj^h ?it‘ louRcd moru 
AnjijluSaxon than Brmvii, his tathci's 
background always hampciod him 
t'rombt*in^ acropli’d com])U‘lol\ bv h'l- 
low students 1 {c did not know whe¬ 
ther he was Indian or Anienian 1 le 
telt interior 

Noticinj; hiS son's contusion burin- 
der Kaiil got him books, Arnold Toyn 
bee's T'/tcijiun/f/iaticii.' hijiii. transla¬ 
tion ol ancient Sanskrit maiuisnipts, a 
copy ot the neeta, works by Western 
historians on llie ancient Indus valley 
avilisution and also Gandhi's tome. 
My Cxpenmcnfa with Truth 

It was this book which clianc;ed the 
course ot Neil's litc. He suddenly 
understood youn^ Mohandas' diK-ni 
ma when he was studying law in Fng- 
land and the subsequent rage tliat he 
felt when he was thrown out of the 
first class comp.artment of a train in 
•South Africa. He was suddenly filled 
with pride for India 

He took a year otf after he finished 
studying modem languages at Yale 
University and spent roaming around 
India. He even went looking for long 
forgotten relatives, staying with them, 
trying io converse and ridge the gap 
betwevn the two worlds. He was pain¬ 


ed by the obviou.« eflorl on the part of 
Ills cousins to please him so that they 
could be invited to the States. Thee- did 
not understand at all that it was a 
tough life out there and the White man 
alkiwed nobod\ in Ins cushioned 
world. 

He also lealised America's folly iii 
assuming that all thud world i ounlies 
were tilting towards coiTinunism due 
to Sciviet inllueiHc The lime v\ ns 
momentous, the headv Si'veiUii’s 
when scver.il colonics across llu* 
world wcic gaming iiulopi-ndence 
ind wanted a shaie in international 
dccisifin making. 

In tact, all they wanted w.is money 
and materia)'- toj de\-elopmeiit and 
newly born Atneanand Asian nations 
were not averse to pla>'mg one super 
power against the other in an ntiempl 
to gam the ine\imum benetils 
-Neil Kant v\'as recruited into tlic 
CIA from his Yale campus It w as in 
the aftermath ot the riikhian blast bv 
which Indi.i had annoumeil to the 
w'orld that she was a thi eshtild 
nuclear power and there wms sudden¬ 
ly a not'd tor agents o ho could under- 
.stand the ciugmc that was Inctia 
I le had j'KWed to ht' an exceptional 
field workei with an -ibii'ifv Ici melt 
mio any backgrouiul llisilossici tvas 
sincia! mclv’s thiek w itli ,1 mple 
security ilt’araiue requiictl ti’gii 
thioiigh it He had broken more rule-' 
than ( made and had been lolerat 
ed because he had delivered vHiat was 
retjiiued -ind mine 1 le h.id -ilso come 
to terms w ‘tl’ Ins dual ulentilv kimw- 
mg that he woultl always be .in Ameri¬ 
can tii.st 

Kant \\ as i. I A'*, m.iverick, a person 
whoprefcried lliebvlanes ot tim'd 
world citn-s I'.ket alculta, Khartoum 
and Cairo to the slick i ilics of Western 
Uuropt' .Allhcnigh tew superiors paid 
much attention to him tor he was not a 
desk' man and had little time to lick the 
a—sot the WASFish ofticials he had 
sivn the .signs on the walls 
♦♦♦ 

udip steppc'il i>ut ot the dirti rail 
vvav'sla'ion at l.ilp.iigun ami w.is 
ininiediatelv surmunded Iw tavi 
drivers. 

"Where to .siiWhere’ ( iangtok’’ 
Orly 600 rupcH-s. Maruli car sir . ' As 
one of them attempted to puli his Adi¬ 
das bag out of hand, he brushed him 
a.side and spoke m rapidtiro Nepali 
"I know tnv way around here and 
the rate to Gangtok is only Rs 4'iO, I 
onlv want a 1 ide till file reiv.mg Nor 
gay bus termin.3l " 

Irnmc’d lately, he sensed a new res- 
pt'i t for him The ciri vei s began jokmr, 


with him ciirious to est.iblish his anle- 
evdants After all there were luiile a 
fow'Sikkimese am' Nep.iiissi'itled 
abroad I le could be one ol tViem 
Maybe, thi-\ could wangle .1 tew Jol- 
laisoulof him.Butheiiid no! look like 
a Nepali .it all 

Oneot them liad alieadv Uiiiml tour¬ 
ists going to Dar|eelm>; .imi he m.tgna- 
mmou-sly ottered to di->pSii tip <il the 
bus terminal trom wheri he would gel 
SNThuses tin Gangtok I'ven h.ill .m 
houi 

But hist he w-ou!d stop tm ,1 typical 
Nep.ili meal at l.ama s .''min.' I tis 
nu'ulh vvatered .it the thought ol pi rk 
curi'V, sour cheese pickK , ftte-.i fish 
and Iragi.iiit riii- 

•At the bus terminal Suihp w.is lucky 
to got a scat in a bus whiih was leaving 
scion and as the bus stai led to niov e he 
do77.eci otf 

^ le came aw'ake suddc'iiK iicdi 
Tii'Sla town as the bus biaked -.h.iipU 
to make w.iv tor an miporti u |i'<'[ispee 
ding dcnvii trom Kalimpong A blon¬ 
de head turnon and lookedii gtmily at 
the bus, belore the )eep speeded .ihe.id 
of them 111 waids llu' Mall 

Sudip was munediatelv intrigued 
Imported vehicles were lew and I .11 
Oetween and he lookcil .ippieci.itivelv 
at the broad tyres, wheel cap,s, limed 
glass and the smooth sw itl motion ol 
the let-'p Gais<ind |ecps were .1 p.i-sion 
with Sudip and hi was sndde.iiv envi¬ 
ous of tlie dnvei 

Maybe he woul-i keep his [iride 
aside .imt take a loan trom his dad and 
buy .1 .Mahindra jeep this liinc Import¬ 
ed tour-wheel-di'ive \ ohu les were just 
loo expensive ! le noticed the nvp par¬ 
ked at the check ]ioint but paid si .mt 
attention to il 1 le was yeaning for 
home as the bus began its cluiib into 
the luouiitams 

I'.ir below' him the I eesta sn.iked 
sim.suoii'-lv in the oppo'.ife direction, 
Its roar filling his ears, like a newly 
born cub on its first hunt Soon it 
would bcci'mc pregmiiil wilh mud 
and silt and wad-ile to its tr\ si w ith 
the Bav of Bengal But here high in the 
hills, it enchanted Sudip, with il - 
yoiithtiilness 

His ri-verie w.is bioken .e- the bos 
sfre.imed into (iangtok I'h.ised l>\ 
tvolu's and lavi dnvers I le -iliglited 
amidst the liubbub ol voices <ini I bn , 1 - 
thed m ihefamiliai smells nidtell 
mimediatelv at home A h.ind . laspe.l 
on hiK shoulder <iml he turned il mt'' .1 
bea. hug His f.ittier gru'iied .il lui” 
and silentlv kissed his tof.'iii-ad 
futt un Ihiti " he immc.lMli'lv I ip • 
ed into Nepali ' ,'\rc vmi w'eil, lath.- 

Sill! he could not i i.i-i ih-il iiivi-.il'!c 





wj\\ bolwofn thiMii 

"ViV . 1 ^ a (kMW." V>t‘ Mai\ 

Bahadur Adhikaii was a shurt stocky 
man, a {ulmlhnr Brahmin wlu> camt* 
from one ot' lire richest tamilic'S of Sik¬ 
kim fhs mother had Belonged to the 
1 , 1 ’pcha (tihe from who he had inhenf- 
edhi.s tinv ey(?s along with vast tracts 
ot land vvhii.)) were the basis ot his 
wealtli 

Man Bahadur s father had been 
Nepali and the trans tribal marriage 
between Sudip's grandp.irents in the 
early Twentws had caused a furore in 
the close knit iSlepali community so 
that his father had been nstriicised loi 
his marriagge to a trib.i) girl 
However, the birth ot a son had chang¬ 
ed all that but Sydip's grandmotlier 
had never telt at home in Ciarigtok's 
upper trust and after the death ot hei 
beloved husband sh<‘ had gone back to 
I.achun, wh'-re her father'*- tamilv still 
lived and she had made herself ci'm- 
fortable amongst her own peojile 

Although she rareh travelleii to 
Gangtok any more, sheexpeeted her 
only grandchild to visit her regularlv 
everytime he came home ‘sudip too 
was fond hisgr.indinother, remember 
ing the musky smell of hei ck>thes and 
her mouth constantly chewing chutpy. 
a hardy cheese made from goat's and 
Yak's milk 

As father iind son made their way |i> 
the car, one ot tlie tew Maruti lOOds in 
the area, Man Bahadur saw the local 
girls surreptitiously looking at his son 
He felt his chest swell with pride but 
he could nev'ei understand Suddip's 
lack of interest in women Maybe that 
woman still ruled his heart, Ckid 
forbid 

As the car rolled homewards, they 
began exchanging go-ssip 

"Bo|u as usual expects you to visit 
her. 'Hus lime 1 will not be able to 
accompany vou " 

"Why’" askeil Sudip 

Theirannual tup to I.achun was 
somcthmggivhich his parents looked 
forvvaid to .IS well 1 hcv would even 
polish their rifles ,ind go hunting deep 
into the Hini.il.ivan (oo-sl loiikinglor 
boar.ind deci, .dw.ivs coining back 
with something ‘1 here wiHild be an 
open barfiecu" with llw bepch.i men 
and women d.incing and stomping 
info the liani giound, wuh su.iw fla¬ 
kes crai kling under their vak skin 
shoes .»nd the con is stitched on then 
caps glmling in the lighi oi the lire 

"Stinii-tbing IS in the air 1 c .n't put 
iny finger on it The people sei-m to be 
restless 1 liere have Ireeii to(> m.iiiy 
political ckishes. Iwen at Dussehra 
there had been stcbbings It was never 
t/i 


like this before Voung men, who weie 
nobody belore, are strutting aiouiid 
drunk witVt pirwer It is as il stimebodv 
IS financing,yirnni//risni." 

"Relax dad, it is always like this 
before an election Guriing has bet'n in 
pow'ei for years and lie is known to be 
corrupt, maybe his .id v'er.s.ine - are pin¬ 
ning to unseal him." 

But Man Bah.'idur knew* what he 
was talking about He was politicallv 
aware without being a politician and 
was respected tor his wisdom and poli- 
tu a! acumen He had bm’ii activelv 
involved m the Nepali language issue 
ind w.is proud that it was now includ¬ 
ed in the Constitution I le had often 
been asked to stand for elections bul 
did not de.sire political oltu e C >n the 
other hand he had been olten cousult- 
eil by chiel ministeis. 1 le was also res 
pecterl m New I Vlhi because of the 
posiliverole he had playi’d whi’ii Sik¬ 
kim merged witli the Linion ol Indi.i in 
1‘>7S 

In shor* he w.is one of the rnos' 
influential men m Gangtok .ind his 
riches had nothing to do with it He 
fell slight!) iirit.iled at his scin's sim 
phstii explanation Guumg v*/.is h>s 
personal friend 

"No, you have not been home tor 
years, this is not plain politu king, but 
a lot ol Violence seoms to be taking 
pl.iv’e and surprisingly nom-ot the pob- 
tiiians ..eem tiibe inv'olvei,! I.vervbo- 
dy IS beeing targeted And the first 


1 asu.ilty IS trust Nobody knows 
wlioni to believe I am expecting my 
buyers to come and take a look at the 
pjoduce .iiivtime. Can I move this 
lime You will have to go alone " 

1 le telt silent as the car climbed into 
the br<iad driveway of his beaiititul 
honu*. n two-storied house made in 
thi* 'I'ibetan style like a monastery com ■ 
plot with carved posts, cupolas and 
jiagodas 

i hs mother w'aited on the porch and 
she ran down lightly as the car came to 
a slop Again Sudip was enveloped 
into a hug and his mother's French per 
fume wafted uptohim Herereit 
Western bearing sw'nied incongruous 
in ihi’ Iradilionallv Nepali surroun¬ 
dings He lookeki dim n at the diminu¬ 
tive woman and .suddenly felt like a lit- 
llebov Hismolhei wa* a beauty, sul¬ 
try liHiks combined with large lunim 
oils Bengali eves •.hap<’d lik** a Hindu 
' i(utd«*ss 

She was tlie toast nl Sikkimese sucie- 
ly known toi her tasteful dinner parl¬ 
ies where Beiig.ili and Nefi.ili iiic.ine 
ii'asserved m a tasletul mix f’>ul .'..'idK 
she had not been .ibie to arr.inge hei 
only son's wi'ddiiig cecei'lion M.ivl'e 
this tiiiii' he will agree, she tlu'ughl 
f'ludip kissed hei cheeks anil )liked 
'so how rnani girl-h.ive you got lin¬ 
ed up tins time 

Hismt'ihei reildeued bul l.uigbe<t 
.iTi\'vva\’ "I am an old woman, 1 long 
foi the patter ot small teet m the 




honso'' 

"Old, hah, you are timeles.?., 

Ainma," Sudip repin'd 

He had often heard ot his father's 
love affair 

I n a family where a in.i rnape In' chi >i 
a' seemed to be the nrrrm th.in an 
exception, love stones were retold at 
the slightest insistence. 

After completing .school in Gang¬ 
tok, Man Bahadur had g(>ne to Calcut¬ 
ta's yt Xavier's College for graduation, 
resplendent in his Daura Sur il ,ind 
Nepali topi A!l the students had joked 
about his unusual attire which includ¬ 
ed a churidar like app.^rel with a kurla 
which closely resembled an .^ngarkha 
lied sulewavs, tipped with .1 coal 1 le 
was at pains loe,xjrlain to his la -hion.i- 
hle classmates that he was weal ing llie 
traditional .ittiie ol the Nepali men 

Lliitible to bear the jokes, one dav lie 
had siKcuinbeil and h.id gone and got 
him.sclt a three-piece suit irom an 
Angli' Indian diessinaker on I'.irk 
‘if.^'ce! 

Several ji.iiisol cvi's K’lkiwcd linn 
I iirioie.l' in > olli')',e aiul tliereweir 
sniggi'is bill ihankliillv ihc jokes and 
l.iijghli'i had stopjH'il Hehe.o’ed a sil- 
v'lii sigh of relict tdl one Beng.ili gii I 

.ilki-d ojno him 

Iveshhi,'og shi'r.'gi il, 'Ikoci'ou 
no si'll icsjn'i I’ iVliei'- 1 > \'Oii'- jiiidf ’ 
Ills! bi'iMosc ,1 icu ri»iN make tim o) 
voti, vou vvill give uj'’ vout tiaOitioii.il 
wav;, .mil tnroine .1 slone, ncvt i’ney 


will laugh at the way you eat so you 
will .-itop eating!" 

Man Bahadur Adhikari, the leading 
soon vif the Tuladhar family where 
even his mother spoke to him with res- 

( rei t and used a formal title and nevet 
us name had never been given such a 
tongue lashing 1 le was rendered 
speechless, slowdy he laised his head 
to look into the most beautiful nair of 
eyes he had ever seen and was noiiked 
lor lile 

Years later he would still tease Susli 
mita that her eyes had watered with 
her anger, and Su.sh wo-jld blush 
deeply. 

01 course after that day, Man 
Bahadui never wore anything hut hi-, 
traditional Nepah clothes but now he 
had an other problem to agonise ovei 
How to tell bushmila that he want¬ 
ed to marry her? 

She belonged tii the cream ot 
Bengali society, a Hluidrulok., whose 
tatiiei, a leading lawyer was in some 
Wiiy connecteil to the Tagore family 
1 ler tathei was progre.ssive enough 
to send his only daugntei to i ollege 
but certainly not modern enough to 
ni.irry her oft to an ape liom the hills 
who ate beef in his mother's 1 epcha 
kitchen 

Wooing Sushmita had been easy, it 
seemed she-had alwavsbeen riu'.ireol 
his presence, only hi'had been loo 
embatia.ssesl to noticv girls, but to 
tackle her jiaicnts was a tough job 


Sush tell that living in CuVI^tok WOuId 
be an adventure, shot onlil not visuali¬ 
se herself as a fiemi/ii (d.iughlcr- 
in-lawj in a tiaditional Bengali housc'- 
hold oveisc'cing the pu'paiation ol 
li/fso mil hi ll rhere w.is no guaranlci' 
that her hii.sliand vviluld also ,tllow hei 
to step oul of .society She could hi' 
under hiiuse arrest loi evei .Mite with 
Man Bahadui .sivnied exiciling 
In the end. the only way out loi 
them was to elojH' 

t>ric’bright moi'niiig Sushnuta dres¬ 
sed hersi’ll ujs m hci bright led njiiiiliini 
sari and climbed into hei lather's 
imjuirted cat (o go to loUege hut novel 
fou'tiirn Her talherandbroiheiselli.s- 
t'd her out ot then life Although Man 
Bahadur ti led several limes for a eom- 
proniise, it iv.is truilless biiu’i' then 
Sushmila h.id gone to Calcuft.i several 
times and had cruised j'asl lierK.ishbe- 
hari Aveiuii' house on cjoile a lewon a- 
sions, she could iievei mustei up the 
courage to knock on the severeK clos¬ 
ed gates evei l-iii,illv aller the birth ol 
Sudip she tiad m.ide < laiiglok he* 
home and tell at j'e.ice with he r hus¬ 
band .ind his tamih , she had not even 
been inlormed about the de.itli ot her 
parents, re.idiiig I'neii obitUiiiies in 
'/ hr 1 rlixrii/’h ''he knew -.he w.uild 
nei'er he well onie 111 < "all ulla 
anvnioie 

Insle.id sill' h.itf loiuenlialeti in tin¬ 
ning her home into paiadisc, pulling 
her tr.!ioinj', to good u-.e, llu'!< was a 
lot ot josllmg t' * get into her good 
hooks,iiul ,111 ue. ii.Uion to her table 
was idwavs a in.iltei to boast .iboiu 
'today she w.is the ihi ihairpersou of 
.sevei.il women leganisations As Man 
IkihadiJi liadgiini'iin lo pili nchi's 
upon III fit s, tfiei had bnome .m mdis- 
pens.i'ole part ■>! siu ie!v 

But II' ashaipiontr.ist Suiiij'‘-hovv- 
ed 110 sign, ot settling dowe iii 
(Jangtok 

rhev h.i'J indulged bun \\ hen he 
w.mted ti’ go to the ''l.iti s but when lie 
wemtosludi (i.-.thei in <■ "Inna and 
had SI tiled it' 'Vis'i lo an ai.iilernii i.ir 
I'l I III I lelln Siishinil.i liiid Man 
B.lhadui had bis'l' inoititied 
^ Sudlj''h,.d luMieil on! Ilkeolilel 
Ncji.ili boi's w ho go to big I ilies to 
j study, net c: to reitn 11 teelmgllvm- 
sch C'(o be loo good to' tivii n.itive 
place Hut 111 siiliinde''UshniUa know 
that it was the all'.nr ov"i 'Ainamthat 
had taken Sudip ,iway 

she h.ul thought that lime would 
heal him hut looking at him, his tired 
e\ es I leased w ith loneliness, she 
knew that he had never forgotten her 
She knew these things, after all she 
was his mother ■ 
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Depanura SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY 

Airlval 

Time Dn 

■ Up Tims Howr^ 

tlmo 

Dn 

1 •)*. '1 

MAI' r 'll Madro Msll 

o-fiS 

rjiXM 

’ ■ «•. 

ui 1'' Buntiw Mall .1 \i|P" 

/C 

iKxn 

• . • ; 

1-' 3ilari|a!l (Bombay) Exprass 

1‘ tf*’ 

Jp.An 


1 4 ' Shdatxll (Rauiata) Exprass 

■, . Kii’i' 


sW,' 


' .'1 '' . Ahmadatiad Expreas 

s !*• 

{«l!1 

'< 1' 

Kurla Express v ■ N.":: ■; 


flOI'O 

1 ' 1 I 

ConKTBrxtal (Madras) Express ..1 Imm > 
Eulaknuma (Secixxleraham Dgimsa 

' ' J ,‘i 1 • 1 *i ' 

iO 

X6f:’ 

7lM 

'1 

•41' f.'n* i V' 

Bangalors Express 

rt-i;- 

W1' 

• • 1 ‘ ■ 

Trte Steel Express 

t.i.n 

.An 14 

f. 

(Jhaisuguda) Eigirase 

1- '1 ' ' TINeg^ Erexro 

' 'll' Rsnni: Hatia Express 

*, i-r 
tVU' 

3117 

iTO, 

M'lh 


Purl Express .1.. ' .,''.'1 - 


erxiE 


411' ' .tagannadi (Purl) Express 

a.«. 

K 4 !|i 

rll-l.. 

Dl^l (Dhubanaswar) Ermress 
'4 : 1 ^ East Coasi (Hyderabad) Express 

Purulb Express 

. 1 ■ ; . . 

t'l ''*■ 

’i' 

' T| 

I'lt' • 
AIM'. 

' ' • « il ■ -L 

Azad HIrid (Pune) Weekly Dvrass 

■ ■ \ -'f. ' J .ijil'S f 

*• \'j 


1 • * ll I ^ 

• 1 I. 

Bhubaraswar-Hew Mhl Rajdhanl Express •/<.■ 

1 .V , il-v . . , 

New Delbi-6ltubanesw<r RaHtiani Exptes < 1. 

' . Yx ■»'. ' }!■ Ir . . 'V 

Girwahetl - Howrati - Ttlvandnxn Central Etaitan 

Ih 1. 

<t> 'r 

. ‘•‘'I 

,4 . 

. : : ■ 

Trivandrum Cenbal - HrxMsb - GiteraM Express 

1 .rf■ ( 

*1 V. 

rj/i 

*■ . 1 

• r J ii ’ ' 

>! (kicMn H«ixiur Tetmlnut - uumtiall Wrakly 

Brptess .1 . -jMii'n' \ '■ .„"i ■ 

• i . 1 '. 

i,'i • 


. " Gumti^ - Cnchin Hailxxjr Temilnits WaaKy 

y> 



Tima 


■I 1 ' 


Dn 

•M 
.. 1.1 




Express 

(Eictiln Hartxnir TenNnus Eiqiress 


Cuwalietl 

lAI I. 


BaniKilun City 


Bangalore City WaeMy Eigiresfi 
riuiMhad Weekly Bgpns 


ENQUIHIES For round ttie clock Information ol Eastern Railway and S«dh- 
Eastem Railway trains, please dial 2203545-54 for in-(»n\lng tralm; 2203535- 
44 for all other Information For infomnatlon about reservations on Eastern 
Rallwaty and South-Eastam Railway trains, dial 2203496-3500 (from 8 am to 
8 pn- on weekdavt and 8 am to 2 pm nn Sundays and gauttad holldiys) 
In addition, dial 1331 (for recorded Intonratlofl on train lunnliig). 131 (raw 
ding train operattons) and 135 (legardlng reoervallons)- Train service ancMT 
at^dah 3503535-37. 


17 





FESTYIE 



The prize-winning Shitzu of the Rawa’s 


IT’S A DOG’S LIFE 

Bau^akfre is fast taniinf* into a 's famcUsc. rcportsDipti Dave 


I < yi>u walk down the tonier stn-et's 
of BanpaUiro the first tlMi\^s you 
notice dP’ the sij^ns outside each 
bungalow "Beware of dog," they 
warn unwary pasM.*i s-by, and in case 
you miss the point, there are ghastls" 
drawings of the most ferocious beasts 
accompanying the le\l Clearly, in the 
garden city of India, dogs spc‘ll securi¬ 
ty from intruders and prosfX'ctivc 
burglors 

Not everyone, though, keeps dogs 
|u.st so they can guard their propt>rly, 
and scare away trespassers Increa 
singly, [>oople m Bangalore are kc?^- 
ing dogs )usl because they like to. The 
Amarnaths, for instanev, who refer to 
their two dogs. Rocky and |ackii>, as 
\B 


"our children", and pamper them just 
as thev would their progen\' Rocky 
and Jackie love to eat out, go on long 
drives, have their birthdays celebrat¬ 
ed every year, and lie in their warm 
beds late into th'' morning during the 
wmlei 

The Amarnaths 'adopted' Rocky, a 
German Spit/., around four years ago 
b'ven though the- dog slept with his 
adoptive parents, he was given a room 
t.) himself in tlie Amaniath abode "1 
love collecting slutted Ictys, bone 
china miniatures ot dogs and cats and 
other knick-knaeks," says Mrs Amar- 
nath. "I keep them m his room and tell 
Rocky that everything is hi.s And 
clearly, he understands thi.s, because 


I when inv nephew's are visili; g and 
they happen to enter Kockv's room, he 
keeps a close watch on their move¬ 
ments m case they .slip nut willi .some 
of his stuff." 

lackie, €i miniature Spitz, w'bo )oin- 
ed the family a year age', initially caus¬ 
ed Rocky a lot of heartburn. Rul ovei 
lime, the two have grown close and 
are now virtually inseparable Every 
evening, they create a ruckus about 
going nut, and says Mrs Amarnatli, "It 
they happen lo hear the names ot their 
favounte restaurants all hell breaks 
loost?." And since they appear to 
understand, Tamil, Telugii and 
English, it IS difficult lo keep such 
infomiation from them. 


Since most restaurants refuse tu 
serve dogs, the Amamaths take their 
children' to drive-in joints, where the 
waiters know them. "Once they sw 
our car," she says, "they themselves 
place the order for Jackie and Rocky: 
roomali roti and chicken without 
masola." 

At the Rawa household, the quiet 
atmosphere belies the fact that there 
are 13 dogs and one Siamese cat under 
one roof. Amelia Rawa is a breeder 
and hex Shitzu.s, a rare breed of Chine¬ 
se palace dogs, have won numerous 
prizes at shows tliroughoul the 
country. She has six Snitzus and three 
pups of the same breed, and seven 
Golden Retrievers, of which Buddy 
.seems to be the favourite of her hus¬ 
band, Ron Rawa "1 got him around 
tbrce-and-a-hnlf years ago," says Ron, 
an American heading a multinational 
company in the city, "and since then 
he has been an obedient dog though 
he loves parties If our guests do not 
mind, we make sure that he is there to 
enjoy himselt." 

The Rawa.s came to Bangalore trom 
fhePiiilippinesaround four years ago 
Amelia, a Pilipino, had a kennel in her 
own rountri' and imj>orted iheShit- 
/us fr«im there " Faking careot these 
dogs," she Stiys, "is a lot ot hard work 
! have to groom them everyday to 
keep their long fui coat knot-tree " 

H ome to such r.iie bnvds as (ireal 
Danes, I'gly Qiiwn, Poll- 
mastitts. poodles. West 1 Iighland 
Whiti'Tcrneis, Welsh Coorgis and Bel¬ 
gian Shephers, Bangalore is .soon beco- 
iv.mg the centre tor dog breeders m the 
country And with eight out ot every 
! L) households boasting a pet d^ig, 
there has been an increase in the 
demand for better-equipped veterina¬ 
ry clinics, shtips selling animal care 
products anti graveva'ds to bury tiogs 
and cats. 

Dr Jagannath, who runs a pet care 
clinic in one of the posh .areas tif the 
city, and says he has modelled his ser¬ 
vices on the We.stern system, gives 
first priority to cleanline.ss "reoplo." 
says Dr Jagannath, "avoid taking their 
pels to government-run vetcr.nary 
hospitals because these*, they com¬ 
plain, are dirty and ill-equipped " tfis 
own clinic is open only to members, 
which he savs is the only way to keep 
the premi.ses germ-free There are 
around 2,0(10 members t.f his clinic, of 
which 70 per cent have become 
permanent 

In around two montlis' time. Dr 
lagannath plans to introduce an insur¬ 
ance policy with Oriental Insurance 



Mrs Amarnath with Rookie (junior) and Jackie at Rocky's birthday 





Buddy, the Golden Retnever, playing with Shitzu pups 


covt'rip.f’ dcodon littfi ami '"I'hc-v take gond c.ii*- ol llie aiunial-^," flM’i'' i*- poI eni'iif’,}) Jemaiid But vw 

missinj; doRs, with owners paving says Pt [agannath. ' ami tluTfliave will soon st.irl selling i at rood '' 

himRs 100 pennon ill, (ot instanee. it been no unnplaints so f,ii " Asi.>lnow, I’.nvs and Claw •. is a ilog 

their pel costs them ks 1,000 Hischnit. llv'wevi'i, this"i,viiiK‘- ioviTs'paradise, selling such merehan- 

iilso otters burial scrvia- m a small (ilot vou-are-.wvav'' eaie ci'iitre e.sehew*. all dise .is chewing siu ks (av.iilable in 

that was donated bva Iriend Pijagan- responsibililx it yoor peulic-s when c hoiol.ilc and ['l.iin tl.ivoms) Ktlh 

nath iharges Ks llK) lor evert burial, t on are .nvay And betore thi ■ owners pops, miisu al ImII-., wooilen balls 

and has buried live or si\ dogs over le.w’e they have lu sign .m agns'inent, dunioells, deodorants, talis Ionics, 

the last five yeais I'Viere are, riiwvever, pro\ iding details like the animal's die! sleeping lots and b.iskels ntade tmin 

some taimlies, w'hieh insist on eremal chart, the telephone lumibejs of Kastimn i baniboo witli a toani-lmed 

mg iheir pets niiid taking then aslies friends who can beiontaeted it there is mattress, which are machine w'asha- 

tor immeision in tlieC auverv an emergency, and when they will be ble 7'liere an also stainless steel pot.s 

Hr lagannath s clinic also tiffets back The daily ihai ge is Ks SO, whii h in all si/.es and l oioiii eo-virdinated 

boarding and deli\ ery facilities bn includccs l(<od "We give them ihi balhing tubs 

dogs that aio left behind by families .same food that they are used to," s.ws 1 h(> shop also ha.s a spi'Cial range of 

which go away on hohdav or are hav- Dr (aganiiath "But evi n then, there Sfiahna/ 1 lussam products called Sha- 

ingpups Tht'tings are aciommcidal- an-times when I h,n e to coax them pit So. i( your iloj; is allergic to ordina- 

ed m a room, vvhich is fitted with into eating bv bribing them with eho- ry tali s and .soaps, you can switch over 

spartex tiles (wlm h ai e easy to clean), col.iles ,ind i 'e creams " to Avurvedic lotions, including anti 

and are dividc'd into tour cixbit les one sc abies skin oil to anti-tick hairelean- 

c'libicle to every dng Apart from Ians '' 1 ‘'ht' Raw'as use* impniU'd soaps, sei Tlie price range is cjuile rea.sona- 

- - which are switched i>lf onlv at X shanijioos and deodorants foi ble, going friim Rs lb to Rs 85, while tal- 

night — tht' dogs are also providecf their dogs, but the Ainarnaths make cum powder sc‘Ils Iroin Rs 25 to 50 

with a mosquito icpelleiil Ther ’ is a | do with the products avMilable in local The store also sells greeting cards 
bathroom provided foi bathing and shops, which have a mmd-bogglmg w'liu h one dog-owner c\in send to ano- 

grooming, with the best ol shampoos '.anet' Musi peiowiuis patronis.- ther, posters and dog care books 

and .soaps on of lei. There are two atlc’n- Paws and t law' Keevntiv, Paw's and Claws has also 

danfs will) come in lor Iw'o houts each one of the most ext lusive shop.s tor started .sc'lhng drv ihcmIs, containing 

c‘vety morning and evening and are pets in Bangdlore Says its owm-r, In^ minerals ,ind vitamins lor growing 

paid a salai v of R.s Z.l'OO, lor duties ra, "We have lots of things loi clogs, pups Clearly, a dog's life i.s not wfiat 

that include walking the tings daily but there's not much available for cals 1 it's often made out to be ■ 

20 Owing to presoun: oi i space-'. Junior Whirl', could not be earned this week- - tiditor 





Innereye 



Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

Caiit'sha says, thy 
sun change's signs, 
ushonng in 
opporlunitu’s ten 
tiipid advancrMncnl', hcctn 
socialising and a bit ot 
tomancing, tisi Pay tai.-nii 
aUontion to nractiu) niatti-is, 
hiiiiuso rho liottoT organised 
vini ore, the inim' von will 
ai-i oniplish Novvs, views iiiul 
messages figure 

Taurus 

Apnl 21 — May 20 

K ”j Time ro pill your 
j shoiildei III (hi 
I wheel and iicave 
hui ii would iiol b-' 
wise to neglee* the home, 
beiausi Irouble lould cniiie 
lioiii that duel Sion Poii l 
hiirv liisturli’.ng einnlnip' 

WoiK llirongh them Ih.it ' ‘he 
.isKo w.iv to hi h.ipiiv \ Ini o' 
ft nov.ition ami ili im atio'i n 
to I'e e\pei list 

Gemini 

May 21 - Jurn; 20 
j ' ' Mtw 1 Ins I. a iieel' n' 

!iio\ei,ii'.a .-,ini r, "tv- 
I'.r il u iH ofs .! 
help !•■'lll i our sidi 
^•ili e,! nil ■ iM I . t.ii-e li'e 
inin.itivi and Oe.,l.i eeiiiiisi I .m 
arid t'lat sir-ii'iil !«■ ji.rti i asr, !: 
would tie iMiiideilul to 
lOlK'enlr.ite on r>artiu"’siiip . and 
lelalionships. as iheii’ will mean 
(he woiid to con I'nhln tl\ and 
lemilionv jie ton-told 




Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

Clearly, a week of 
{ )oinl-tinaiices, loans, 
j funds, (rusts, U-gaiv 
) and It should spread 
c-uS m the iii-iit 21 days to 
sizvahle proporlions llxperl 

visiliirs ciiiil loieigni'is to 
cleseei d upon von Tlial 
shi'uld provi' very 
siinuitalni); Ion uo >.oie in 
voiir woik thanks In 
Klercuiy Aeiiiis tine piaeing 

Leo 

July 21 — August 21 
i' i' " Now IS ihe lime loi 
^ j pai liieiships, he 
; Itiey peisonal in 
stilll!y husiness, O' 
Kith 'Mlav'liinents and tie-, 
w ill h.ave .1 whole new- mean¬ 
ing toi I'oii I nans and liinds 
will he ii-ijuntil lor a proieil 
and vou siuiuid gel il loo 
Hull’. Ill ihiliheii anengagi- 
ri(-nl. a inaiiiagi- an- the olliei 
evintuali'ies loi 1 eons 

Vir 



•so 

si 22 



$ 


Scorpio 

October ( 



AuqusI 22 - September 22 

I Ills wei.-K tin- toi u-. 
will he or, w ■ irs bi¬ 
ll |o!' bieaness oi 
u_' i'M.I.'sslOO II IS also 
a I'.ine whi n i h.irge- in ihi- 
iiiline ' .it 111 1 - ‘ shi'p w ill -iia'i 
I>ij\ i-ig selling IS .1 salii-Oi 
Il aniie -II II Many Vngnans 
will know 111 al least feel Ihe 
iranslorniation and ih,inges m 
liien .iltiiuili- toucii 111 
I onif'iisstiin vmII be there 



BEJAN DARUWALLA 


Libra 

Sepleirtwr 23 - October 22 
liini will I iperienie 
till- power to be your 
own master, it a on 
work to a plan, 
negotiate skilliiHy anil do not 
slink troni responsibilities 
Cti'ldii'ri will pi.is a niaioi 
pari Ml yiini lile lung is tor 
studies,' ciiiiimnniintiiMis iMsii 
till impiiwing tile nuinl by 
i-ituialion, biKiks, visual aids 
and travel 



October 23-- November 22 

; week III gams and 
j contentment though 
1 till-two seldom go 
1 logellier (janesha 
says, iiiiiiiv lit vou w’dl bi- 
iniolved insomi-W .11 m otliet. 
w-iih hiivini;/selling .nid also 
ii-iiiwatinn/iiei-iir.ihon o( llu- 
house or ntlu e Von ii ill be 
iiiiieenlralMig on persiin.il 
.itrairs and lhal w-ill natnially 
ineliidi- he.illh and profH il\ 

Sagittarius 

November 23 - Decembtr 20 
■ • liipitei 'enio i-i 
; loin sign, a- iordiiig 
U to Western aslrologv 
giias v'lU tlisl the 
nil In't (htiisl von nei'il to linn 
loui !ile aniuiiil. be il m 
‘.pints linaii'i-. inarii.igi-and 
siion IVili.li'-., llu-gieatesl 
I hange ivil! I'l- m vonr attilude 
Inwants !|li- 'I lie. week, a Irif' 
IS possirrli- and \ nii 
lomm-aiiii ale i Iti-ctw eh 


If: 


Capricorn 1 

December 21 - January 19 
Rest assured that 
despite pn-ssuros on 
time. Il lends and 
.supporters will help 
you a gieal deal Iheii- will bi' 
an ouasuiii to .soiialise oi 
hold a niocl, a lonten-rue 
.shnitK Vnu will be up to yuut 
i-'.rs III lamili and Im.iniial 
matters and hi-ri- pa\ 

.itlention v"rv partiiii'.irK to 
tielnn-.l -the -st i-in- acliv itn's 

Aquarius 

• JanL3iv20 fobruary 18 

‘^low'll hlif slllelv, 

\ou wil! be- inlio- 
speitu e and soul 
sean hmi; Fxpenses 
will be high tor a worthv 
i.nisi- Ion will i-erl.nnlv 
i-'teiiii a helping hand to oth- 
I'ts In your work, espeil to go 
places, anlicii'aU- invit-itions 
.mil parties Ik' socialise A 
Irip OI .1 h'luse move is mill 
i.ilisl tor some ol vou 

Pisces 

February 19 - March 20 

I 111 sun in \oui sign 
helps vou to get 
things dune and 
mi'fiiati's yon into 
ai tion Fills u-eek vou will In 
wo'l ing v'ln hi’.irt uul in )ob, 
inolession III bn.snii-ss Suuess 
IS di-ti.iili'K indii.iti-d You w ill 
hail- the knowli-.lge and the 
skills to make a ri-ai go ut it Iry 
to take a broad and liumam- 
siew III men a'ld mnlU-is 



BIRTHDAYS 


P^nutty 23! Moun triiip Ntryitune crukt's you at ea.% with 
piinm and pauj^ictti and at«uri% influx of money'. Romrmai and 
promotion compirte tl-c seem' for yini. 

Pelmuny 2w Moon's first quarter gives you the options, *50 
make the most of it. Those in leaching and writing do 
extremely well. 

Pebfti^oy 27! Moon-Venus sexHle will result in luxuries, 
oomforts and more imptirtantly. new opportunities for 
romance, kids and nianiagc. 

Pebmary2Si M(K>n trine ,<iun leads to excellent placii^ for 
those in business and pmfossion. Hapyiincss in the home&ont is 


1 also (wsured. You can Uxik torward to an upward swing in your 
life. 

PehnMty 2^ M«x>n trine Mars favours engineers, 
executives!, explorers, hunters and those in defence wrviees. 
This a good time also for pucits and writers. 
iWinrCA /.* Mars aextite jupilet will compel ycu to wodi liard 
and long There will be obstacles on the way Uul vou will win 
the game. 

Matvh 2! Sun-Jupter sextiie shows given imagination and 
labinir, this partirulnr placing will work best. Money, fame, 
children .md romnnrv are on the cards. 
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THE ADVENTURES OF LEGIONNAIRE BEAUPEEP 
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HE’S PLAYING 
OUR SONG 

)tikc !'(iy. /hesin^nii> aj tlw Siuvulk‘s. /s imch in I)(‘Un aiul in 

Liooii roiic. ref forts Samita Bhatia 


I It t-r i ii L .1 vku'm' 
j’tt'i ii i\ ti'ii;.* ■' K.irclv's lii thi- ir.li i 
■' mill vi'iir Klv 

. vribblti' nv>t 
ri‘i fiDi. Hiit Mik«- !',iv di»i-s 
't tiiT b.insi v\ j'. Mv'.tik _;n'It 

N'i V t i-k ' 'Ih.tt ii\< .tlaitl.i 
tMik lu wih-n \\r plcivcd U> 

this p.icki-ii rostfiur.nit <mi I’.irk Slni'l ' 
If you're vw'i:ndcr:ii;; u hi) Mikf I'.i\ 


IS, wh\ pi.sl iisk ,ii!Vi)i)i- v\'h(> troqui-iil 
I’d llii'Oi.yroi i)i' thi' Mj'iryii in ni-llii 
during till’ ‘•k’vmtii's S,iy.s om* Ian, 
r,iV IV ,is thi’ im-' w ho .ilmiist siiiqli' 
hctndtilly orrlu'stralt’il thi'i'oiu'ypt »)i 
mpht liir' into the non-i’xisU’nl 
I’nti il.iinmynt sii’iK' in thf c.ipiMl " 
IlCah’f hin or. at Ihv (^Ikto) .ohI 
Ball I ii at ilu’ ,M<iiirVii had revi’rlx’ral- 
I'll to thr strains ot his mnsu' thon. 


toilav It's thy “silk i )rchid at I hr Nrvv 
I Vllii I iilton that's swaying to thr 
strains ol has guitar. (a'cat nrws tor thr 
old liiDors ■ Miko F.iy is bark lor an 
rnrory It took this country M long 
years to hi.rr the musunan back - - but 
it hiis finally hapj'K'nrd. 

y )l course, by now Fay's not your 
standard rocket. 1 Ir'.s close to SO, 
though he liniks much younger. I le 











J| - 



f from his proposed I wo-week vacation 
■g to a month long "working holiday" 

‘ "II worked out well, as the short 
• comebai'k helped me get over a diffi¬ 
cult peruxl in my life — - the death ot 
my mother, a raggisJ divorce and hard 
times without a regular job. Besides, it 
gave me the opportunity ot visiting 
my girl friend, I’nya, in l*une (who is 
going to be hi.s wife next month 1. It 
was then that I decidisJ to return to 
India after tying up all the Unwe emls 
in the States. And then it was a kind of 
'musical hotels' after 1 returned to 
l>elhj." The I lyatl Regency bagged 
him for eight weeks before Fav dec id 
ed to move onto greener pastures 
Armed with the Mike l ay legacy' of 
the Seventies he found I'telhi verv 
rei'eptivc to his music, and the offers 
came swiftly- Though he lii'i-d a belter 
part of his childhiKid in Bombay but 
Itelhi — - that still remembt'rs him well 
and tondly— wtis always the tirst choi¬ 
ce tor him 

What was meant ti* be just a one 
night stand to usher in 1 ‘Wfe at the Thai 
restaurant. The Silk Orchid, turned 
out to be a three month contract with 
the' I lilton inanagement. just as the 
gourmet meal - T om Yum Kining' 
soup, 'I’la Koong' .ind 'Koeng Keow 
Waan Kai' - - tingles your palate, fsiy 


sports a nt*cklace of tinv red, black and 
white bivids whii h lie is convincc'd is 
Ills gcxKl luck charm 1 le holds an Indi¬ 
an passport, speaks veiv comfortably 
in I lindi, knows a srnattenng of 1’iinj.i- 
bi F.nglish (ot iourse', Italian aiivl Oei- 
man anci wlien his voicv atxjuiri's a 
raspy tone, many even liken him to 
fohn I.ennon. 

1 le always plays live — no pre- 
rtvordt*d ,st*cjiiences will do foi him 
("what il the power trips'^";. Born ot a 
Pakistani ialhei and British mother 
and having travelUHi through the 
world, Fay is still v'er\' Indian at heart 

T in- tourney Ivick 'home' has liH'en 
long and traversed thrw eontin- 
ents — Africa, F,uro|X'and iit i nurse, 
America. "Africa was a great mix of 
music and wildlife sataris; In America 
I spent a long time managing a music- 
store and playing on wtvkends at 
exclusive country I'iubs and pnvale 
parlies for which weehargenJ an arm 
and a leg," rec'alls Fay. 

It was last jiine that Fay made a U*n- 
taliveand somewhat low-key Indian 
cximeback. T'hat was v*'hen Bali I b at 
The Maurya had draggcvl him awav 


and Ills thtiv inemlx*! hand. Inipulsi 
land the drum machinet, will Is-lt out 
some jxtpiilai olilii’s and current hits, 
/'/■(■<• rtMi Bird and even in Whilr 

Satin. 

■'ll surprised me ncusul th.il de-.pili- 
a wholi'gnieration hiiviiig passecl hv 
III the )4 vcvirsof absence, pec'plestdl 
remembcTc'd nn’ and vvere liringing 
Iheirchildren - fhenew 
generation - - lolistei' U*me (ilav’’ 
says Fay 1 le's nostiilgu about Its- 
times liefore 14K2 when he left ioimi 
"We really did take I X'lhi bv surprise 
wi(h our high jxiwcTcd music and 
dam I'scstiieiHc-s that lastcsl fiorn 11 
pm to onc‘ am Ihi weekends, the baud 
didn't lake a break '' I )elhi lovi'd l',i\ 
and gave him the ren ognition and 
appreciation that he chenshc-s till 
Uxlav 

T ixiav, Sd fx*r cent ot what Fay plav 
comprises hilsol two decades 
bade "We u'hash them add scinu- 
new beats and oiii diners really lelish 
this musii " But F'av isdisappoinl*“d 
with his I H'lhi audiences ■'i)iH'sn 1 
IX'lhi listen to the radio or watch TV ' 
F'lght out ot the 10 recjuesls thiit I gel 
tumi the diners .ire tlie s,um' and tor 
the really old, old sc*ngs I dcui't c'c eii 
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ii-incmlitT.iIl Ihi'vvonK lor soiTUMrl ( lhi-> '‘x>, iM'pn'p.ircii to ■■oicty 
ilit'in'" il|-'.,ip|ioiTil»’iJ 

A‘-k linn lo plriv f :«'r^n‘i n rfiv.iml (’dS I low’ov r.‘T. tin- InijniKi’iind h.iy > oin 
ini^hi |ust i\ lii'-pi'T c’l llicnnkt- biin-.iclds.rl I«msI Iwit new sonj;s In 

"Ihr'JiuJil voim'ouM do Iv-ritTfluin j tlwir rt’pt’iloirt-f.u l< VMvk 1 Icn'c.il- 



>u 


K, VV liili'ilisi It ^vd‘. If.iliv bij; III tliirsf 

iliiv-, ll MVllis [List .1-, piipiild) Iml.O’ 
lhoiip,n It h.is Ih-cii pcppi’ifil hi-.o-il-, 
vvilli Ibi VVi" pl.i\ Ihdl loo," 

Hilt ll'*- iioi |i:sl llii’ prcli-i't’nri"-. lli.n 
h.Aciditv'b iioi 

thi- VO,It's I ,i\ obsoi VOS a Iriilo 
s.tdlv that It's alsii ihi- to, a! JmiiiIs ihai 
sta;’,iiriiod V\ tin li is \vli\ iio i.,is 
SI •mo lotl V I liaiis lot iliom ii|i tiis sii>i v o 
I! t'a\ vsas tiio fio-l oiio (o \^ ,ilo 
I )ollii \\ I'll lh< Ik .it ol Ills miisii, !ro 
mij’,Iil |usl also 1 h‘ tho titst oiio to 
slroiimlini’thi'maimoi m wliii li iJio 
loial ImiuIs tuiii lion (vnIiu Ii iiI tho 
Miomont IS (jiiilo li<i(>ha/.iid' 

I op on Ins list of prioril'os i» soltinj; 
iipa lnHikiiij^.ij’oni V wlnt li v\ ill hogoa- 
roi-t tov.'aiils t>riii};iii^ iho v\iii .hy 
UiikIs imdiT ono imihroll.i I ho aj;oii 
I V will not only liolp tho miisu lan.s not 
j’.oimI pl.noirionts, bill ivillbo laij^otod 
to r,iisiin'tho i|ii,ilitv o| llioii mnsu, 
I'vt’ii providing, tliom with i]iialily 
iijuipmcnt ol mtofii.iliona! sl.iiivlard 
"I 0,111 visiialisi'.i protossioiuilK run 
oftioi', a kind ol ono stop sluip lor tho 
niavU' 20 or moro bands in tho < ity," 
honiiist's with a faraway look in Ins 
fVOs 

III r.iv you had any doubts on tho 
sixiro Miko Fay is biu k (ory,ix»il and 
ho promis«*s to j'ot K'tlor with oavh 

R‘K ■ 









' A beiter toqk dtt^^ 

This Mfnein dmii Shah Rukh Khan 



I lain to fame: Sh« 
Istfwwonutn 
whotnSiiah 
' Rukh Kton, the 
heart-throb of millions, 
wed^despite objections 
from her family— and the 
lady herself 

^e wasn't williim?: Not 
rtftdly. She broke off mtb 
Khan on the grounds that 
they couldn't continue 
seeing each other in tlic face 
t>f parental opposition and 
refused to meet him for 
months. 

Was Shah Rukh cnt.shed?; 
You've got to be joking 
T}>e irian wouldn't 
recognise a brush-off if it 
bit him on the nose, f le just 
foliowed Ci'auri home one 
day. ambushed heron the 
slret't and threatened to 
sing, dance and generally 
crOdli'enough of a tiihsanco 
unit'ss she relented 
Did the plc^ work?: Like a 
chann. The couple wi«l 
shortly afterwards, with 
the blessings of Gauri's 
family (Shah Kukh only 
had one surviving sister.) 
Early day$:Cauri folIowcHl 
her husband to Bombay, 
where the couple lived 
with a friend—ilie 
prod ucer of KahHt Haan 
Kabhi Niw--' for a while 
before they moved into 
their own Bat 
Hapey daw?: Oh yes, very 
much so. ^uri and 
Rukh appeared in be 
surgiouiy attached at the 
hip, and made joinit 
appearances at moat fSmi 
functfons/quite th« peHect 
ccupie. 9um'Riddt«yen'.. 
refund foj^qeie withl^ ' 

' hert^tea'br thebtt^^ 

''firdniiai’'6)r.him.'' '.''.jy-' 

•,.;j 


So didhe pose wlRt hei?! 

Are you kmding? Don't 

E now that men like. 

protect their wives 
hrom tW menacing media, 
not expose them to its wily 
ways? Well okay, maybe 
they do, but roily when 
they want some positive 
publicity. 

She remained in the 
background, did she?: Ah, 
m'l quite. H was difficult to 
find a him party shot which 
didn't have a 
minidress-dad Gauri 
lurk:ng in the foreground. 
Shah Rukh's reaction: 

Why shouldn't my wife 
wear minis if she wants to? 
After all. she's worn them 
all her life, .she's 
comfortable in them, and 
vvhat'.s more, she has the 
figure lor them And 
any'way, she's not in the 
movies. I am. So, if you 
haw to critit iso sorneone, it 
should he me, not her. 
t Jauri IS not a public j>erson. 
Isn't she?: Well, she's given 
interviews to fUm 
magayines alxiut how 
much shelovesher 
husband, and how she 
trusts him implfcitiy. She's 
veejayed the BPL Chfe 
shovv, and she is part of the 
Shiamak Davar dance 
troupe, with which she 


ut what ctoea .any ol 0118 
have ib do udth^nati 
RaMlh'hfodungi^jdL if 
vpu dlisoount tl^'^ct ftiat 
khah appealed with her 

' '■f 



wus.Ye^ kdi^mfdhen. 




whaled wipagwidi 
It wotiid;li^ been 
tiffinihGarm 






nriadesuch a song and 
dance abaut how she was 
more than just an extension 
of her husband; she wa.s 
her own woman, 
jf&r own woman?: Wvlf'as 
li^y say, go figure. ■ 




DEV SENEGAL is basking in the media accolades that have followed the all-India release of his 
award-winnmg film. Englisli August. Born, as Bcnegal nejvr fails to point out, on the same dag as the 
j Lumiere brothers screened the first film 65 gears earlier, Bcnegal has groum up on a diet of American and 
I English cinema. He has filmed several documctitaries. mclnding Anantapiiram or the Infinite Forms, 

I tiandhwns and the Field of Shadt)ws (for BBC’s Channel f 'onri. He is already working on his next mega 
I venture ---Ravan & Fddie. 


W hat is your idea of perfect 
happiness? 

A in Madna willi Aniiradha 

aiui Ishaii ^ 

What is your greatest fear? 

Iteinj.’ askei.1 li* 'ipend that liohd.iy in 
I ioa insiead 

Who or what has been the greatest 
influence in your life? 

V!.)!).din.i C •iiiidhi 

r . . ^ 

I I 

i What is vour 
nightmare? 

To liave Indian 
Airlines passengers 
smile at one another 


! What do you dislike most in others? 
That they don't appjociate the 
Mahatm .1 today but freak out on Bill 
Chntini 

Whal do you dislike most in yourself? 

Wifoniiiients 
What is your most precious 
possession? 

My wife Aninadlia 
What objects do you always carry'' 
Anuradha, IshiiTi and in\ 
I't'VNerbook 

What makes you most depressed? 

'! he fall in AppieC'ompulerStott 
What do you dislike most on vour 
appearance'? 

Thai (li'Mi't ItH'k Iiki' ru’r(.fl3rt'si,an. 
What is your iavoiirito word? 

Ain loin loUi'rtvorif 
What is youi favourite journey? 

I roni Btimabv U> Matlna il puls 
lire in j.>erspecti\ c 
What is your tavourite dicam? 



j At thf sriootinfj silt!: Dev Dericyai (nghi) with actor Rohul Bose 


Ttr N> featurrtl in a coiunin like this. 
What is your nightmare? 

Tt> have Indian Airlines pa.sM.‘ngers 
sinilt' at one aiuXher. 

Whal or who is the greatest love of 
your lile? 

llie iviiman I'm jtiesenllv having an 
alfair with - Anuradlia 
Whal is v'mir source of sustenance? 

riial riiT( e Hro'-iiaii has mv;iiih1 .i 
( lilts' movie deal a'- lames lltMid 1 -.tiU 
hate tivo moil- shtU'. at makiU)'. Ilie 
iillimaie Bond 

On what occasions do vou lie? 

When i meet inv priwliue)'- 
What is yoiii greatest icgret? 

Th.il I ilitin I diieci fv.‘'i_\'>'i’/i' )' tl 
lire line about luli.i Kolieils' lui'lliet | 

hiin'.'.''in>-,'tli \ei' ''»pnU st)', 

What has been your happiest 
moment? 

PiTet Im;', Hie son-.’, .se^ |ueiH<' in 
I irdi-'-' 'iiic.'i'..' wbiv b appeired in !!u 
inie!'nfiliiin.il version. > 

I 


1 1 What makes you ! 
;j most depressed? 

i 1 


"iTie tall in Apple ; 
Computer Slock : 

. . ] 


What brings tears to vour eves? 
Ag.V'tv.i's pertormaiuein /'>;y/;s/i 

At'eilsf 

How do you ndax? 

I laiig oiil on (be Honibav ShK’k 
e\i hanj’i' door 

Whal vto you envy most in others? 

I h.it thevdon't neeit lo vveai a 
basi'b.ill I ,ip 

Mow would you like to be 
re tnein bored? 

As (be fserson v.iponsed In liiiicv' 
and Arnie 

How would you like to die? 

1 vi like lo be ' n minuted vv'llli 
e\l!!'nie piejiuliii' ' by Brin e VS illi* 
and Arnie ill a Sim IVekinpah him 
duecioil bybheUiai Kapur 



ACIDITy ? ANOREXIA ? CONSTIPATION ? 


LIVER 
1 PROTECTS 
HEALTH & 
BEAUTY 


M \ A'-. 


LIVER Problems and STOMACH 
Troubles arc the root Causes of 
most of the diseases. 




—nrr'.- V T' 




LIVOSIN 

Ayixrved,ic JLIv«:r Totyic. .. 


L/!, s; 

resuh-oritented Invention 
« 'yp-.i-ix 
Ayurvedic Lhnnr Tonic 

Dosase &: Oirection : 

Take two teaspoemfub of 
UVOSIN u^h a glass of tepid 
water in empty stomadi in the 
mofiung & at bed iteme titt Acidity, 
Anorexia, CcmsthMitlon, liver 
& Stomach trotddes be removed. 






c'^'. 








Dr &4rkjt Grov 










rr^.Kvij^rd 











Every car has 
its own private Sittle hell* 

And from now on, its own 
private little blessing. 



SHBU HCUXULTIIA 

WAiPW tUrmatiU 
putt uMmatfi 
pL tformunt-eft om 
vour (at 


A 



SH€U. HELIX SUPER 

hi M |>u ttUL I 

1 lit L t’ n nail h (41 
I pi III I Ui It 


' i 



SHELL HELIX 

W/tert fin uani 
,rin/ c 41 in 'lUtnUJ >T 
n UiiM /} aiud 
enJii ami 


RELAX u'tth HELIX 

Uiff».rint diivLis pin their tars through ditlerent kinds of torture That’s 
\\h> ilu rt are diUtriMit kinds ot Helix Whu h make your < ar s engine iclaK 
in difttfcni stays With the same tonlidenie, trust and technology ol 
Shell So vhoosr lor voui rar us own blessing Choose youi ow'n Helix 


FORMULA 


HELIX 

m 9 ! a I oils 


THE 


T O 


FIGHT 


CAR 


STRESS 
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The Ti4egraph 



Flea^the 

Palate 

ff'Food for Thou^f 
Oanuacry 7) e^cative 
I Its well as entertaining. 
'l^asa or s€>nsuousn^ is the 
•i>ul of Indian cooKing. It is 
this ra$« which has popula¬ 
rised Indian cuiune 
abroad. 

Many exclu^ve Indian 
restaurants are doing tabu- 
I iously well in America and 
Britain. Spicy Indian food 
is a big hit tiwre. 

C\n airy Wc-stem dish 
match thi* taste of our desi 
hluipa Utah? India offers the 
most varied fare, eadi slate 
and regitm boasting of its 
distinct culin.liy. For an 
Indian to make a choice 
betwet n home and 
Wrst»*m tood is difficult. 
Tk'bashis Sen, 

Calcutta 

;•* There is nothing like 
gcKKl Indian food. I am u 
man of 77 and still going 
•strong, reading, writing 
and CKercising, My food 
habits are ^atink, pure 
vegetarian, which nave hel- 

K ed me to nuiinlain perfect 
ealth all through my 77 
years. 

P.C. UasguptM, 

Caiculta 

SS Cooking is also an art 
and needs the right blend¬ 
ing of ingredients to 


Nothing like Indian culiune 

achieve the rigiit taste. 

Both the Unani and Ayur¬ 
vedic .systems beheve that 
different fruits and vegeta- 
ble.s have different seaso¬ 
nal effects on the mind and 
health. 

M.S. Qiirdishy, 

CflJcMtfa 

Sal Jiggs Kalra, for a 
change, talks about the 
numerical significance of 
Indian rui.sine His exotic 
di.shes, the recipes ot 
which appeared in the 
Magazine earlier, may 
make colourful copy but 
considering the soaring 
market prices ii is not Oiat 
easy to purchase ihosi' 


quaint ingredients of his 
recipes. 

Prahlad Agartoat, 

Nadm 

The entire process of 
cooking .should have an 
aesthetic appeal: right 
from purchasing the ingre¬ 
dients foi pakwtm to its 
cooking and finally serv¬ 
ing it on a platter 
Debahrata Moltanty, 
Balasorr (Ons.sffi 

Unbreakable 

Bond 

ifi Whatever happened to 
Kicskin Bond's column 1 1, 
for one, enjoyed reading 
his essays. In a world full 


of conmlications the 
childlike simplicity of his 
writings was endearing. 

I am sure fhe slot wiTt 
now be taken over by fash¬ 
ion and five-star living. 
Mayap't Mazumdar, 
Kharagpur 

If The Ruskin Bond 
column was the mafor 
attraction of the Magazine. 
1 am disheartened that yon 
have chosen to disc(.intinoc 
with it. 

Bikram Saha, 

Rahara (W.H. 1 

Honeymoon 

Special 

iSH was taken aback that 
the Magazine had to 
publi.sh an extract trom a 
i»ook hke Hint) to Anangc a 
Weiidwg which gives a 
long list of articks that 
would be needed during a 
honeymoon. Articles 
which have more cen,'bral 
appeal would lx* more 
appreaated. 

Tania Chakrabarty, 
Kharagpur 

iSi I low convenient it is to 
be presented with a list ot 
necessary items om- needs 
lor a honeymoon, flie 
Magazine would be ot 
great help to those ixnbark- 
ing on a honeynioon or 
planning to get married. 
f^rabal Cuba, 

Pafrui 
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MANEKA (iANITHI rai.sc's hei tinger.s vet 
again 'Hii.s imii* to stop Goa's t.ivounte .>port 
bull fighting 


Shashi Tharoor 
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C)VFRS[ORY 

THAROOR’S 

INDIA 

// this IS .Lj/V’c///;;/s\.v;Mk*.shi cniyihiy 

< >N MY f lKS! MC.H J IN DIMJ H, 
the lilt at ihf \iaiirya Shera¬ 
ton t«K)k U.S up to the 12th 
Hour in a breathlakiny, six 
seven se(\)nds. "Remarka¬ 
ble/' 1 eomnierited admiring¬ 
ly l«> the (riendlv hi'tei 
employee in a martHm sari 
and businesslike pa^e-boy 
haircut, who had draped a 
three kg marigiiki garland 
around luv iu*c k as I '.ti-pin'd 
acros-, the tlireshcdti. "Must 
be among the fastest lifts in 
the ivvit id ■■ 

Siie took Uiv praise in stride, as well she should have. |i‘tiaj;gv>d attei .m lt<-hour jt'ur- 
ne', irxiro Wnv York, I had taiUsl to notu’ethat this was no! some .-'Uper-speedy neu eic'va- 
Uir U\hni'iogy ifiat liie .Maurva had brougiit into 1 )eihi, but r.ithei sonu- highly creative 
labellieg. *'Viu'n i tin.illy wi'ke.ind iix'ked t‘ut ot rny windviw, I realised that v^hat the litt 
buttons bail tailed the l.llh door was in tael tlieseeoiui. Ihe gle.iining M.iiirya e!e\ak>r 
ii.K! Inerely taki'U mt - u»r ii i ide arnt a -.hoi ter rnU’ than I'd imagiiKsl 

! o iLiion t keep nie a eu'-t'ioin !< me out ot ni}' '. on i* the ne\l time 1 ran urto the m.u't»oii 
sari ' wei.'ui t'ooi. h.inh? I saiv' pointedly "! duin'l llimk libeialisaiiou meant being 
.ibeta! vt ilb. ^at■t^ 

■''iu ii'i .^nrJ‘'r!se;1 ih.;; i t,\ki i! niit e.i (s "t kir Kireign visiio; - iinitli [>reter tt» think 
< I rill Ti e!V■'s ,is benii; o?i th< litb uHl i J't.h. iioors lathei'than liie tn^l \ir st'Ctmtl, 'she 
.; v\ i Je e\ / i.i I ! n e. " ’v ! ai ! i les i Jo( i'' !■, sik Ol.! t )t f ht n td< ive‘< t hat mi.K'! i 

oil, irui..- \f. tadi-i! wa-.t!>i: ‘som iheoiilsuK- an Indi.io! tivt'- 

'’I/!-. lining »;a:'l liiO'.iiM sn’<•,n)li:■ t.jlkii'ig iiolei s'.all, ivhen in'thine, istiuiu 






wh.)t It 

siH'ms (not oven the olov.itor buttons), 
whort wintlows are not mtMiit to be 
opened and appearantx-s aix> the oidy 
reality. 

ITherc you f-o a}(iiin You 're dotn;^ fusl 
iohai you critiet^ed the Nuipanl}< fot . dreru’ 
iri\( };nu'ruhscd roficlumons frotn one >rre- 
leiHint exarnfde. "Nofhiftjf is what it 
seans?" '4'htit's true of any place, not fust 


fiiv-star hotels, / 

I had averaped .1 visit home I'ach 
year .simx ieavinp India for post¬ 
graduate studies in the US more than 
20 years ago, but I had always stayed 
with family ami fru*nds, of whom 
thankfully I still have several across 
the country. Fhis time, however, I was 
in India not on holiday hut toi work, 
to address a Lfiiih'd Nations [n’aiv- 


keepmg .seminar and to -K(.omp..iiv 
UN Under 5Vxrelarv-Cener.iI k..ii 
Annan on a seru-s of official iiuxtmg;, 
As a ris.iilt, I wa.s stx'ing anotlv r I'lih.i 
the India we pre>a.‘nt to toreigm^rs It 
was a lunously disoneiitniv. 
exjUTience 

l>on‘tget me wrting i in ii\'t coni 
plaining It'.sditfkult li* \’(>iiipl.i!>) 
about a .standard of hoieiieriiig J Ii.ive 



rjrt’lv Cviino jiTuss in tour contiiii'iits 
m ihofoursfot.! (.KTipiti'lu proK'ssu) 
iiiil lift- i>viTv>'lii'lnuri^)\ ,uti*nliv<.’ 
staH v\'h») f.ii inoi'f numctous 
ilitin tln-ii 4-niinti‘r|)>ut^ m tfiodox clop- 
i\l wirrld .Hill l.ir iiiDii'CHp.ihlt^ th.ni 
then I'ountcrp.irts in the itevnlopin};, 
I'tfKieiil hiiusokeefunj;, 

.uiil t'.i.ij .it.i d>,*iitioiisTii-.-,.i!ul Viiru' 
t\ til it WestiTi) I'uisiivs u’ouli.1 Ih' 
iionl put t.i inri.i);‘ne Oiu lould ^‘.jdlv 

.■\i h.in>.;i‘.i in p.iiiidiM' I'oi .i 

ii> the VKiiirv l Shi’v.iliiii, .iiid nnt 
nolur the dilloi>‘!U'c 

I'rin’ided Miriu’lioili eSsi'is p.i\ iti)', 
rl'ii'hili A- 

W'liiit slmiiki .III Indi.in ni.’ki'ol j 
ii'oin R'li! lh.lt idsfs mivr.. in oiv 
iiip,ht ih.in.iiiv i>t till'iiMifl’s liilie.rn! 
si.Ill in.iKv ill .1 nionlli ’()1 .1 ti-lephoiv 
'.'■stem th.il ■ h iij.',i's KsT ,1 jui'.si' fm 
il v'liils"’ t )l ,111 elln lent l.uindrv tli.il 
vv(l) n.i'.h .md 'flinn i-oii; siwks ihi 
s.nn.- d.n lor ten 'mu s tiU’ pine '.mi 
j'.n.l in luiv ilieiii^ Itcspil.ilile 
It'iilij'i' will’ll’ h neinp iv.niers .< ill pK 
voui gnest.s’ I hililren leitii ilnee i.'iiii 
h.ill pi.isst" ot (.mt.i.ii Ks4()e.n’li. 

plus l.l\l-s"* 

Ui'n’iiiii/ I en t/.'iiii i'.'/s 

lunr-. I,I uoii’ liitliiin icihh'’''' If i-'i 
ihrs • imitr (JuioLf. iiiiiuiii ■ 
lUiV t,ih‘n ‘.II! ‘ piiiis i/i •.tihii tilt II liir^i 

time - It thi'iitur lii’it l‘. 

I >iiltt I i/nii mill' c tht' r>,'ii‘Ut .>/ hiiliiin - m 

Ihf lioH liihhii, ihtiHn]ii!^ tlii’ it\liiuiiVH-, 

Uclpitti^ llH-in-.,-lri - tiitf~> nifir I’lmi ./iisds 
III Ihi'hiif'lrt ' in.liit Is iI'.lihuh'I' rniil 


j(oui^ to bcf^fudfic a hotel karamrhan an 
amount that unuldn 'f <^ct \/ou a nip ofeof- 
fee in New )iorli ’’ If weha-va ta'i'tw ofoiw 
tronoimi liedu'iiteii te imijtiiiy fiitrif’tiri.i 
jeel timifoiiitblc, what':, w’oiif; with I'litet ■ 
liny them to tiwpmul in hint'' An offu ml 
niiikiny a ilollar ^alan/ w the lai.t pr'-'ioii 
who 'diiUiU he nohriin; how niiu h tinny.. 
(Oit in !nih,i Ai.k nn> wollicr, who iieoei 
/iii'.,si-.s li heyyin wiHiout haniliiiy oeei n 
lOin, how he t ri:- iihoiit tliein.tiiyio'.l i</ 
enaiilu ! 

iu-.Slims one roufineh hears .■iltoiil 
III the I .ipitii) I ‘rtfiiiilv lend to eon- 
tirninn pu'.i.ilion l.iklis.ireiliscuss 
ed iis it lhe\ iveu’sni.il! (lianj^e the 
m-n Indi.iiii .'itrepreni'iiis an eoirepn 
!!'. ^ I 'nil.'..! X.itions .olie.ipneh.is 
|i'sl sipiie.i herli’.isi'inihe.ippiopsi.iti 
l\'li.eiii rl Ne\,'I 1 ii'ii.ls'( ol.'jn she is 
p.ivins; Ks 1 ,'lli,!"Ill .1 iiioiili'., n ilh two 
i e.irs' lenl in .i.i'■iiii e I he l.inilloisi 
Vi'iti (Tohai'li III. ike in >l\ nmnlhs 
li.ii he sjieiii n, ti't.il to I'lii!.! ill’ 
j ll’Hls. id \ e.i!'-.l!’,o 
i t hitside die Inteln.itlon.ii t'l e sl.n 
in. lilt oi. nurse, (he t.ilk uj’ .li! 01 
1 l.iv'.'.ii.i, lit si'r.uvlii'p tniilti-i lore l.n- 
nih'.nises and ihe da>ri”i. ii ept in (tie/ii, 
.in.) o! dll’ dramatic ehane,e ihe i.itesi 
S', .mdal vi.is^oiiij, to bnnj4 iihoiji m 
1 then.ilion'^ fHihlii.il fortu.nes Muth 
j of ihi e\i ili’inent si-eined, how.eei. t.i 
I Ih'. i.ntiiied to iiiuinali.sls whoasa 
I tril'N’ tend In he.ii ecirtlu|iiake.s when 
I otliers rnerelv slam doors "This is let- 
! ritii' i.ine'li.i :n.in--.n. I to mi .ilviot 
I the! l.-.e. .li.iali.ii' sho: iK .dtermlerx i.’- 



lituilri. It hw r..,)m ho Mniiri/!. •’iic'Hi/His 
iind ilhiihai. 

t held I'oine to India and toiinda loie 
iHii.tiiintry, one where the 1 hari^e.s'.ee 
nitsl to have hivn eali iilale’J m dollars 
and then converted torup’ e.s And 
yet. this India i-; p.itrnnised iiy as 
nianv Indi.ins as Westerners ‘in it any 
one was out ol touch, it was me 

It lertjinlv wasn't the h<’p,^.ir 
woman apathelicinlant at her hre.isl. 
w’hti appioached my hired Contes.sa 
.It an mterseition I offered hei mv larg¬ 
est eoin, and she praclually thrust it 
ha' k at me "dahii;i, iln 1 upue >e kt/u 
hoye ” If two rupei's aren't enough for 
a beggar in today's New rvllii, one 
wonders whv the government bothers 
to mint anv oi the sni.iller coins As 
hotel doormen espist Us U) lips tot let¬ 
ting you into \ out ear and railw'.iy 
porters start their tariffs at thus* figu- 
ri*s. I imagine thi’ riijiiX’ going the w'.iv 
of the lira or yon, beeonuiig the indivis¬ 
ible base riionetary unit as the pai.sa 
coa.ses to have .any value .it -ill 


1 M ii ig ineon il’>'moil-pi«”..ni igie-.lions 

1 o( ('rilled Nation.speace-kiS’pmg 
1 "It’s the biggest .story smii- 

j Steve Kapoor. The new 
generation singer 



Independence!" 

IHitwe whoi.c itiiicftetulencc — the Sey- 
i/ie/tfn'’ What ulwut Caiidhip's aii.ni-f'iitia- 
tion, Ihe Chinn War, the three Pakwars, 
the rmeryenty, the mic'cat exphtsion, 

(Iprralum Bluentat, Mm Gmidhi'f; killmy, 
the Delhi and tioiiihay 1 lolt.. ’’ Why w thin 
thill uineh mote earth iihaktny than Sd 
other .s/i>7 le.s one i ould nmne'^l 

drdm.iry Indians were more bl.ise; 1 
did iK't meet a single person who 
diihi I think all politicians w ere eot- 
rup! anVway Their attitude to Ihe 
I iaw'ala se.indal was a combination ot 
"what’s new’^’’ and "So w'hal'^" For 
the nevvsp.ipers to wax indignant 
! about the n.iines in Kim's list is r.ilhei 
I like lindmg . 1 'P page ot ihi'lelejihoiu’ 
iliiectorv .md concluding that onlv 
I’aleU h.ive phoiU's 'The lew politicia- 



/ Whoa*e you to talk ’ .A len-rupee hp is 
/M.st W eents for Ihe like> of you Are you 







ns on whom the press and the CBI art' 
focusing represenl those who receiv¬ 
ed money from one, rather small- 
scale, operator during one particular 
year It is a safe a'>sumption that there 
are other politicians who ha\‘e taken 
money from other operations in differ 
ent years, quite probably in amounts 
that would dwarf those dispensed by 
the meticulous Mr lain, but they have 
bet'n lucky enough to hai'c been subor¬ 
ned by people less diligentlv devoti*<l 
to the art of doubl»*-entrv 
book-keeping. 

[Tht‘ truth 1 ^ that ii'hiri'ii< AwrtH anti 
dt-inaiiJ ol Iht'irfiohtKian^ fitaiuiutd;\ that 
don't L'Vit in their .xx /c/y at la'^c f.'isA' 
Cary Hart i, rniK<t huimns ua ef’t twiduct 


tn our tieighkmri- ris a people iiv tend to 
hi' open, hospitable, generous, truthful, 
faithful and ge.Herallit honest, and we 
expei t our frienils and relations to he the 
same Two classes of people are, hmteoer. 
exempt pom these norms, politician:, and 
mooie stats These larger-than-life figure; 
enjoy a social carle blanche to he, cheat 
dissemble, and to commit large si ale htrer- 
tip, adultery and lax fraud, only mutdet rs 
u little more difficult us Saniay ^'nngh 
land, indirei tlii. Sunjay Doth arc lear 
fling. So what the media minviis will dts 
eoTcris Ihdt their lOtiniahsiii enihu.-aasni 
isn't entoeh/ mtrroied on the street Indi 
till.'' expect their fiohticians tn be didioiiest 
unci dupheiloiis, and are not sui/n isci/ to 
have their ussumptioris eonfiimed To the 
ifia Public, all the talk of Huwuln n- a lot ot 


h.iwa, tuf. 

•The only truly outrageous comment 
X that emerged from theHawala 
business while 1 was in India was Biiu 
Patnaik's proposal that the Armv 


from politicians that we wouhln 7 tolerate j ma Public, all the talk of Huwuln is a lo 

The Wills World Cup inauguration. Indian culture needs an Italian, Gianfranco 
Lunetta (inset), to make Sushmita Sen 'look Indian' 





I^epubtic day parade in Delhi 


should takeover thecountiT Asithap- 
fHTXs, bt'rjuM'ol my UN peace- 
keeping-relciti'd business, 1 spent j lt>f 
v>f iny tinu- in India in the arnipany ol 
army otfiivr:;. They vvert' cnanimeius 
in their embarras.si'd lejcction ot the 
nu^f^estuin made hv the Cir.ind Did 
Man of ( hiss.1 ptilitus It w.is not snr- 
pfiMoy. that thev dtsdainied ,in\ inter¬ 
est in taknij; op the luii'iin^ ol Uie 
vounirx like all true oroIesMonals, 
till V only io do what they trai- 
iie.l to vfo well Hut equally import.iPt 
I'.i'tlnty, involved in gi>vernariee woiild 
only ruin inieoftliv' few mstiiution.s in 
theiounlr)^,.hai ha-, not vi’t lussi 
i'H'sinirehed bv the pn v.iilmy, loiir-';. 

1 he Armi’ isstili a splendid aiHerp 
senienl hu i'uli.i I'lii iiialit)i". a 
prt/e^ .iiul thi »n«'N i! ti o- men 

front iheiT ee’lu.'sj .lavs.e- in Hie 

Indian Miht.irv Ai .{lii-nn- ..-c tiiose 
ttial .no nuii'a-jiif:,’v r.net m;i.’ 

vouniiv )i!j.;!i staodani*. o> (leitiiipijn- 
(I, liones.'w hari) iv>'>k st'il '..le'itiie 
.ni oiriiL-litulil i', K- .p-s t ri ■; l.md.tion 
diseiplnit l«.'.mspir;i i in \rniv h i', 
nopl.ueioi !>i^;o|!-,' mi!- i.mks pn-iij- 
•.lii'e ('I disi'nunn.im'o I •!! ji i -.‘.oit ^i! 
asteoi iT!'.;i;<ri al'e \ I inipii tel' 
unknown i sp..>V'‘ in ihe \ ouny, i iidet-- 
.it ihi iVi-i a'ii) ina'\ I'lleil it lilt 
' .line"-’.1:1.1 ,1 j i.jli.iii; lliev wt-r.'pi i.- 
tidii t.ikiny, 111’.' adulthiioti (" i he 
s.ite'v. honour 'ni .1 i-'ltarr >t vuir 
eoiin.ii-v I omet.f.l ,:i.va\s iii'lever'.'ti- 
:ne. Ilu-honoui weif.ne and s.i!e 1 v o’ 
till .s.t'u v<'U i omr'.aiid I iviii "v.i 
\.>in .iwne.isi ..tmlorl .jod .s.iteu 

a 

II fi.i-l.lst, .ill- I'ys .l‘ld vivt'im', 

..iV'.ftii iM \ nii’t'. .iik(‘ t w.1 ■ > li'.ir 
Sunjay Outt; E’ljoyinq social 
c irte bianche 



fh.il eiervMiie there, from theC om- 
m.indiin) to llie younm’st s.ulel, l.ikes 
l)”s ’.redo ver\' st-ri.nislv ) 

I’ui the best ol India (.in iiniv b( pre 
-erv.-.i bv iiisiil.ifiii}; lh« Arniyfiom 
dll' pie-.snres of the w.irst ot India ■- 
• ritm titi unvea.siny tonlention (*f r'-y,- 
i.tn.ai'.l u'lif,(on lioni llienitional 
h.ii-il .it i urmi', ('rin'i'-., Iroin the sei- 
li,slMI>".'.a!i>i till in.b'.i ipliiieot llv'pn'- 
vaii!'ly (Uihiii eliuis .i.ul from ihi.'p-.iii 
lu l.in's pr.ielK. et j . ilitiiij; tn.pi Pie 
j*v»wei t(> pel iili! Ml I'.ilii.iiK .qijie ITS 
to toif'el U1.1l the i-erv .yi.ililu-s he 
Wall’s the Ai ni\ lobjine, i )j;iiveiii 
.lien' .ii'o the one', tin .Ainiy would 
lost- it li st.iyed m ^ov^’rnlnelll 


/d U imiclii'ti the ii/r/sstif hntitir of </.i' 

■ff iffi’i//e.'o’s 'lh‘jltu\' tlir )cltriil' tnil'tidr 
Ka<htiiifmlt Hhuiviii, u'ttfi the ••kiri 
jiijii"- nil ell/,’) U(>iis/i/ 'l■,lll'^ iivri ilte ti r‘>ii 
Ill’ll riilei s e.i t/.'c itiinel 1 iiej’'- fihtourlli'il 
ifi/(/'fis/ the i)i'lhi tu-ili\;lit, I wii'~fiUii! 
ii'ilh iiiliniiiilioii No rue kihnv:-. lunr fofinl 
I’ll ii 'p/.’iii/n.' ■hiiiV I'ctti’i Ifhiii oiii iirinetl 
i fiv ((••., 1/pii; lit liutieiii'Ored il h'U’ dillh 
eiiihei id thi’RetniHii DiiufhtriiJe I'liej're- 
n''iri! niiin hioy Ilf out 'oldtery Ihr-.nloin 
lid .'IIIh’lii ol the '•tiite^' fhiul’<, theylnnil 
ton of India on di'-i’hn/ ni the iniifoini’i, 
hi’ihtyeni, rii>.ilih’ I’lhiiu ilie-’iitid ec’i’ii the 
heights oj Ihi hfli ieni iiiihtiiiv tiiiil'- the 
nioi 'Illy ’•lejil of the .riiloiced iiiotliei imi 
I'liiy the jiti’ditl ’io heron ally . iff tied by het 






officer sii«, all HiiffuM'J me with ynde ami 
gratitwh’ Pruie aud ^tahtude. too, for the 
fact that the heiihboned MHi/ivwjs ai<T(>(»n 
the marcherb, not on the remewnijf bland 
The Indian Amitf knou'b itb place — and 
taken tl ii’ith honout.) 

The* Army ha>s rest)luU’lv refused tu 
lei down Its btiinilitrd.s, hut m the new 
Ihdia It's hurting In <i land where 
there are usually a UK) viable candida¬ 
tes tor every (ob, the Army is suffering 
Irom ii shortage of otticer.s. A colonel 
in the I’aratriK'p Brigade ti>ld me that 
instead of the 22 otlirers he should 
have had to run his battalion, he had 
only 10 One of his i.ia]ors, a bright 
and selt-Lonfidenl flier, freely confess¬ 
ed his intention to soon take his skills 
into the burgeoning private .ectoi. 
Then- w.is .1 time when service to the 
nation was u-w.iulmg in everv sense, 
mcliiding the material, but asiHirero- 
nomy has ripened and grown, our 
soldieis, diplomats and ailministra- 
tors are tinding themselves the poor 
cousins of tlu’ busiiu’ssmen, bankets 
and the televisKin‘.all-show hosts of 
tile new ioilia 

^r’od.il's India otters its residents 
Jl nKin-choni's than er 1-1 - on 
v\ fli'i'i to vvoik. but also oil w hat to 
I'ur. what to ■Ii!\<- .ind w hat to listen 

•vl 

1 w -IS sii ink, .itlei .1 gap ol |usl IS 
'iionths, b\ tile gUil'alisatirin'ol Indi¬ 
an life llie piotusion ot luiardings, 
idrertising, Western biaiut n.imes, 
till' inijltiplii ;t\ ol vehu les on the 
lo.ids that wi-ie ool ainba.ssadors .md 
tl.its, tlie .idveiit ot ,1 lU'W pop music 
that »)wes moie to trends in l.oiidon 
..■ui in New Yoi k ih.in to ani'thing out 
ol Rolivvvood Sortingautliochannels 
in Air India, I h.id lr> listen .itlentnely 
t(' lealise that the lyrics I was hearing 
were in tai 1 in 1 lindi, 01 at least priina- 
rilv so - so .American was their 
S'Hind, then .urent, their v'err 
inton.ition 

! I'liiit '•liOiC'' Ill'll' loiiy i/nii liiii'e hern 
iiii' iw Ah'^lui, .S/ll hitni. Sliaioii lun'e heen 
ill I'll nd toi ii^e-- I'ldhiii'y'■III',; pop 'vik. 
nip iiiiil I I'liihniiitii'ii'. of all tliiee l<iit tliei/ 
III ■.!' s/i/y lilmi yi'C/, yji.i.-lll--. and t ,'//.ss/( nl 

I'Oiiil W'liat' ■ ililti'ieni al'iiiit todai/1'- that 
theie -<111011 I'te 'ci i/lhiiiy aihi it<, done 
ivitli yieatei ■•oi'lii-<lniilioii / 

I grew up in .III India that wasobse.s 
sed with s;e//i/i's/// National self res- 
j-HVl seemed ti.> u‘c]uire that we made 
them evi'iy thing we needed hen', how¬ 
ever b.idh - !iom outmoded lars to 
oiitslaiuhng . I l.i. 'I'eJav i\ i'seeinetl 
111 h.we lost out paianoia abiHit lore- 
igo goods, amt oiii I'ven gie.itei p.ira- 
1101.1 about foir'ign invr'stors (.Ineol 



Balram Jakhar: One of the accused in the hawala scam 



8i|u Patnaik; The grand old man of Oriss.r politics 
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A ransacked KKC outlft in Maiuiaicre 





, the* lrsM>li'« I'i !.i ii ii \ ;■ ilLil \ ■ I' I 111 

U\m* ihi' I •• •I''. ijiiMil .Ui|\ 

i.'VOI sill, i liu'1 r.i III..!,,: (. .''iifi.iii',' 

I .uK ,i'i.: l.i\ I’.! ■ 'll i -1 Mill', 

I iilH llilris'i.l . I I II ill- <'l llii 

j Iinpi-Ii.ii!-'! I'l'l'i'n.l ‘('1\ 'I.tir 'Willi.! 

: biK'H iiM' '•J.'v i i'' M ••i;i I.l 
hiU '. ;ii';',i i: '.iipllii 

' tin-liiiliiili-s.III..' I ., Ii'.i li"-•. Ik*- iii.‘- 

slicd F.i’iitiii !•'. !•!.'.I'. !i!. l.ri. j.'ifini 
St's m U.iii>;.ili.'n'. 1 '. . liii pnKii i..ii'' 
wliu.irr .till !i. I'l.. i.'i I,.,. I,it il.U'.ii 
in l.li Ihi 

II lilt: ll ■ . .'I'hll I." '■(. -.1 t t . I, 1,1 

tlW lilt'I'll I'l . ,' 'll '1,1. '.! •■I ■.■‘‘•■I,, 

Ihiiultiilof li!-llih<i!■ ■ ..'.-.'i.."i/.- 

fat Ihjiiiii . I'll f.i " ' ll'.. I ' 

i(/i.‘> (I'll/fi'ii'iy.’.'i ll'I •' II 'i. l'll'.; 

llll t Itll Ki I! I'l* till f .1,'I / ^ I , I* '. .'*1 I; / 1/ ,i// 

lit'; till'll I'i'iilli 1. ■'! ./.'.'.I.l II,.I;.! h ii ■ 

kl( I'l'' ''t'll.l Ifit /i'll" .1/1 ■ I'l.'l' 

li!ini.l;ii’ll'i'i: 'I!’ I ii; ’i'll,III! i'l'.'../'/ 

. I'liln/ llh'l’it"'i III I .i'.1.’ll .'ii.i.i ./'i.;i 
/mrc Hi iflii'i ll ii'i" tl'i' lull' '.■> i ',’1 '/.i/' hi'i ii 
uvitliii'/iiii' iiti'n/iii- If I”'’!' ! I'tniiin' 

iioIic<t''i llhiit lli.'i':-'. .;i/ ,i'i,.i< ''iiii.'iifu'i III 
r('i'> ii'lui 111 till' till >'!i ■/;; i'..'/i,../1 i .'.111 
IllfllOl • III lU'i tIU' l' It ii’ll.'W.i’ .ll’/ ' • ’• 'ill'll. Ill 
tlu'if li'i'ik null ..Hill 'ill' till 'III' ''li' i'll 
I'd Hii'iii i'll .\'■iiiiiliii ;,ifi I'liht .'I'l .11 
Mlih'i'il I'lllllli l'I'd th'll''.,I'll lift 

Pilii,;iiliiiI I 


O i'ii I 1»I mill t hi'lf* iKitK'iiij’, 

■\.l'. ll'.ili pi Kll'.llh fVlTVlMIt i 

1 ni'w' 111 till'1*1 iii{ riifili.i Iki'> iKivv j'jOni’ 
Ill'll ii'lci I'.iiHi ll'i-’iii'W !iilIi,i Mvni.s 
'i>li.i'i'iii.'iL’ l\ piiiiliuluiiiiiiinp.in- 
ii's ih,III Ilia liuivl ||•>lcI^l|•.■(ufs IIkhij^Ii 
1 . Ill iiK liP'-vi III pi'Klii I lti.it tin- i-.iitii' 
ill h". I'l •.! iIm'II 111 till'. (>111 my, viMi s 
I'li.l 1 1'ii.ili!;i't Iti I’.iHiibt f i>r H'tun. 
.1 pliiiiit 1 .ill Inijii .1 |iuitii'ili''l Itii'nJ 
williiiut M'l'My, \i’l .irK'lhi'f l.umli.u 
l.ii' nil dll'bii*. I'.irnr'.th t.lis('U'i''iiiy 
lilt I .I'f nt (hr N.itinii III s«iLiiiil-l>ili''. 
i.nlii’i iIkui I'l’lunin iik'Iu's 

liVii.i: dill .. tiir- hi! , 1/1 .;*/ ■ I illit'i tliii! 

... ,/i'i I it'.hl ii'r> .I'l 'll ll'. nniili ll ■ ll ■ 

h .I'll ti' 'lliil tll.llulli- ••(■-.'i.li llli'ilhl I'lill' 

'.ii'lh I ihiin l"llll. Ill '.'ill! '■lUlll'hll;; nft 

'll .'ill/' II I .llll-'ltl lilk ■: h'','. tinii'lllht I'ftl'lt 

'Ihi'' „'i it’ii\ li'i 'll III ll'. I'l .ll! I* thi'iih'ii c 
/'/.'/.. I" III ii'ii'd "u'iiHcI'llii'.illnf d, ii<i'il 
t. ."liii'i ll 'It ,111 ll', 'itl'IiUll, noil'll ■'I'l'l'l' 
i.'i'i/'i 'ij/.'i'i/i'i/ll'/'.III.' iid'i'I III tin I'I'l till' 

i^I■./l ih i.'ll'III / 

I' ll - HUH*' I 'Minl lit tins I .mil' nn riu 
l.isl il.i\ III Iii>.ii.i vvlicn .'.'-/i/' lyrr.iii.i 
tiiiiu p.iiv tK'.iiilinr ‘.I rivinimy, "Siislv 
mit.i In (un)ilu‘ss up h*r 1. up " I’ht’ 

•.till V in'Ml nil lu.innnuiHi,' tlul iIk’ I'.ii- 
iiK'i Mill- 'i..iii\'i'i'si‘,'*iishinit.i tH'ii. 
w'lMilit |ii‘ itii' m.i|iir iilti.irliiifi" <it the 
Wnrlil C M|i iipi'nm^ .il tlii’ t,i/on t >,ii 
ill ns ifi|iKiti'il iin It.ili.in. I'f.ill pt'opli'. 



till' i‘!i III 111.1111 ll iMii'llnn*' I ,* 11,'ll I i.ili 
Mnni 1 )iii.i*'i' 1 i!is!ili,inl'.. , 1 '-,ii'i 1 11 

iny, Ui.il Siisi'.mii.i ivnulil |*i"!i'; | t/K 
fnit'lii'.iiilN oi IikIi m u'iiii.inlii'inI 
wlii'c liikiii); nil tii'i i liiliii"-' jtlon 
'.III'- i\ Olllil ~.|l w III) till'I r; I'DII nil S 
I tiM't i;iii".t I liii’l ii'iiii'.li'i |i, nti i'>'ill 
I ill' 111 . IT 1 w ill' It. Ill I'.ii ini'. I ^ Mi II. ill ill. I 
(ii'i linni t .ikuH.i In' ti'.n i|i,i{ il;.. 

Illll'.tll till.l'lllt l-l'J I'lnllli'i '.V is Mill 

nil litinivil )' t .i"i yn.i'y ill iii.il.. Ii'j 
Ini'k .111 lii.li.in 111 . I 111 ", I'l lii'Inii. {be 
F kill Mnnii '•'ii;,ii); .iilnej 

Snilli.i', I nine (n tins I lie w nrlil s 
111 . 1 st kiiiiw li'iti;e.ll'le 1 riil-ei .11 kIii'IU e 
'lei'.ls .1 Imii I'l 'ini.n;!' n iisiill.iii!', 
(Iioni.! I.iikI w Ill'll' (lie <iiil\ eni kets 
t!li'\ ' VI' 111'.IIli n' .11 e ilisi'i 1'. 1)1 i l){,ll el 
to liylil.'i s| III miiiiiii.i, tine ,i 
'• I iiuiiiile ■ l.isi'i slinw' 111 lull ill.in 
l.iiiiH'li .1 fill kfiinti! e\. Ill ! lieetsiw'In 
ll' i .i|*iliil nl till I Mil mill lie II' .'.Is .111 
It.ili.iii to m.ikf line'll ilsuli/eiis ' Iniik 
liiili.in" '\iiil the niy.imsers netiniint 
.III* .iiifi' publif U'i.iliniis e. til ill .ip 
If.i.sers .ilmiit llic u-.nliness nt .i svni- 
bill nt conti'mpnr.iiv liiJi.m unni.i:!- 
linnil 111 iimlrc.s.s I l)inu)!;}it siii li tliin)>.s 
Hilly h.ippi'iii'il willi the tiili niomi, nnl 
uiiili'i . 1 1 l.ilt Vlniiii 

!.' this IS ^liibLilis.ilinii, yivi' mo 

M/'iii/i’.'./ii .inv il.iv ■ 
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BIRTHDAYS 


■kr.'t *■;.*< .1 !i.' , iiuiiivv, .'ind )i>b h.tw .1 direit .mil i 

.'•I'p i i ip;,! .'1 n.Ill iiiui,'.t ’.V ii'\<iy from th<‘vioHJ 111 [ 

'll tki I . 'i''!.' ' 

lHun(f i: 'nn' fi'.,!. • ■ miiJ'u-tuiii help: you to put vciut house ! 
Ill .'i.li'i ‘',i'l thines di'iii, hm llien' h .il<iii .i pO'Sibtlily iit ill 

he.iilh 

Afemh 5 ; I'lu- hi,! Piium in tinf pi.,ting n<ub fupiter makes 
yim ii.iriMj .md lip,Iitiv .irp.,.nisitl, .Warriago, Iripti and i 

; .'iiljl/*>i."i''»v. .11-'iiiroi'.'l,! j 

i .MiffUt'/l ('ll'k'li 1.1,1 ,\'i'piiu',i' itiiv 1*1 excellent hir wnh.’ns, I 

! 'is iti,''.i' '•■’■I II h. 1...'.(.liLsiiiian*,, histoiivins*, j-Minlets, ' 


inti.<iii'ian.s and (Hm stars. Yim will b** testi'd and come oul a 
vi'mni.'r 

Murich7: Moon siju.ne Jupiler suggtisis you will have to 
ivorli with .n will, use your skill and imagirution tiillv if yum 
want lo malsi.' the most n( this year 
March &* Uranus .sextiU* nuto iMusinii; you to have i it 
lather eullivate leaderslxip qualities, which .shtntlcl stxmd you in 
exceilent ste;id m ycam to come. 

Mafvh it Mivm sextde'i Jupiter giving vo'i the oppi>rtuniily 
aiui Ihi nhi'ii vittwl ll, m.ike gfxtrl in life, A new work! ciniid 
Opel, out to, M'li. 
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IMELIGHT 


UGHTS, CAMERA 
ACTION! 

Miidluihi Mnkfwrjcc. Scityc4}it Kciy sJUi'attntc nclrcss. lurns iHn’chty, nporls 

Susmita Banerjee 


T ill' blut'-hl.ick iron i>f thi 

Niituiiicil Film Pi'V't'lpiiH'nl 
CTii'por.ition ojH’iis with a 
groan t<i allow llu- 
Ambassador in A frjgili- form in 
whiU- and black steps out ot iho cai, 

Madiiribi efiroct- Indr.iiii Haldm 


her hair pushed back and gatluTi d .il 
the top with a scarf, her eisage, tlespile 
a light brush ot niakt-iip belraving hei 
age She flashes a smile at the 
gatektvfx-r and i.s ushered inside the 
building 



rhe.Sisties'tpieen ol thi ISeiigali 
sih'erscreen. Mavlhabi .\f'ikh..'')iH' 
hasdeeuled to legain the ■.poiligl!! m 
middle age. Ihi*. lime no! as an ai’ties-, 
faringfheau liglil .and laim-ra luii as 
a direcloi She ha-- )iist < oinpleled 
.sluioting liei maiden fil.n I'n/imr. ,i 
story based on .1 r.o\ e' l'\ (. hiltai •iM|an 
Cihosh, and IS non bus-, edilnif, ind 

ilubbing fh*- liini 

"CJould \ou pleast'i.'pi'a! ib.at 
sentence,'' Madhal'i lepin-s'a ailor 
Iiidra|it I >eb I Vb i-. ho plaj s a polu e 
oiticer m Alnuiin. i it a''*- tns Ihio.U, 
nu>islen.s Ins hf>s an.i iibliges c'li/!.- n- 
tii’ho rktiikotkr ' !'\tellenl'" 
Madhabt claps her haiuls in 
appieciaiioii and ihe h)'lits, onie up in 
the dubbing tbealrt’ 

M adhabi htis 'Min,g iuirn.i‘\l [he 

dream ol nial inp, .1 lihn; tlirougls 
which .she wtiold be able lo athb-ess 
certain .socio-hiiman (•n>bleiiis 
Suppres.siui, til vuimi-n. then iiglip,, 
manl.il nia>ad)iistiiu-iii and its 
consequent fallout' si-p.iiation ,ind iht' 
bre.'king up ol tlie honii . iincaied tor 
otispiiiig who sluiltle beUveen the 
fathi'rand iheinolher. ari'sonu'of the 
themes whnh lia\ »■ long, haunletl this' 
actress, a onc’linic Satvapl Kav 
favounie 

"In our societ\- ad|uslnii-nt means 
sacrifice on the part ol liie uoman," 
.says Maclhabi torcefiilly "ll site walks 
out on her husband she is Iield 
responsible ainI Iwi childien suffer 
the most" \V fiy shoult) llie mt>ther, 
she wonders .ilouil be forced to 
"relinquish hei hold on hei chilif 
whom sheilas noiinshed in hi'r womb 
I foi nine long months", gist because 
,v' the coin tordeis.se I a Iter the snapping 
* ' ■’ of marital ties ’ 

Does the film then mirror hoi own 



life which has had more than its fair 
share of pain and agony? For Madhabi 
has long played the lonely and 
neglected princess, unhappy in 
matnmonv and looking tor solace in 
motherhood and social work Last 
year the release of her autobiography. 
Ami Madhabi, rn'ated a furore where 
she revealed her conjugal 
unhappiness. She described her 
husband Nirmal Kutnar as a 
self-centred person who had married 
her to "revive his sagging cari*cr" 

She cann' out lu the bcmk as a 
dejected, defeated and disillusioned 
person in wliosi' life there was "no end 
of flam, (for whom) life and pain are 
eomplement.irv" Slie also dwelled on 
the love she tell toi sonu-one she 
inimenselv respected but added in a 
ralhei plaintive \em that "di’spite 
desire and a!oa< tion on both sides, 
social impediments come in thi> 
u'tiv I nevei wished to build mv 
home In deslioving someone 
else s " ItuI the inifil lull ion was clear 
lliv'-ulies- a'u! hej diiecloi, batvajit 
Kay, had b-s'ii tom.inluMlIy involved 
Dill Madhiil'i III Madhuri (her 
iiriginai naiMi heiore-.hi joined trims) 
denies the s! gv.i on lh,it her m.iiden 
film as dnecto! .■till I Oe h.isi-il on the 
stole ol hei hie she shake.s her head 
V igi'toiis!','and .o "(''In -.11001111110 
lilmbi .ei'ohio .i.iphn .il'!< deals with 
a SO! l.il [■loole; e ill! h iii.iiIt iiiilf'le'- 
eri. o'li t.-i 

C ~''h.i .h s novel locLisi-s on the 
J;iii|)i-rt iiici ill i;iuid oarent.il 
n hitii s-n -.1 - 1 'I, a !l\i' > hill does iml 
••uiiei .irn nieiii.ii ti.iuma hi 1 aiiseol 
the I'leakd- le n or i ehilions between 
th<'t,tlhei ,ind niolhei I'he couple in 
(plavi il tn M.idb.ibi her.selt 
.eiil hei lius!'>tii>!l < < aniiol .u 1 |ilsl to 
CikIi otlii r - iieisls Iheresuh tension 
at home, Itreaki h .wn ot 
(onimunii ritio'i iind tmallv, 
sep.iiatii' I he daiiglitei (liiviiani 
Hald.ti; liarboMis intense hatied 
ag.iinsi boll' le-i fi.iients .md grows up 
into<1 M’iiellioii" lontiise.l person 
e'poriiiienl'n^, " .lb lelationship.s (she 
ha-. .1 sliing ot m--n 1 1lends f>laved by 
Sh.iswal.i 1 ■halii'ijei ,^shok 
Vishvvan.itlian A ’lun L'liakiabortv 
and ‘■iiiriil Muklii riee) 

"It IS tbe iiK'lliei, anvwheie m the 
woild, who giomiis hei vhild 
mciilcale, \ alia s m him It's never the 
father " Madhabi asserts So iloesthe 
gill in her film go back to her niolhi''"'’ 
Madhabi is not n tiling to enti'i tam 

such ifilet les 'My him says 
eyei \ thing " 

So, how I lo^e o Mavlhahi to her two 


daughters? Her eyes mist over with 
emotion. "They arc all grown up, 
leading their own lives They live with 
their father," she says, bitterness 
tinging hoi voice. 

N early 25 years ago, Madhabi 

looked tfirough an opera glass in 
C harulata She hummed "Phule, 
phulc" moving back and forth on a 
swing in the garden of a large palatial 
] 9th century hou.se while Amal, her 
hu.sband'.s cousin, lay on the grass 
penning poetry The bored, 
mclancnolir wife ot Bhupati craved 
tor love and attention But her 
hu.sband was too busy with his 
printing pres.s and publication 'The 
enlr\- of Anial into her household 
changed her life and .she felt the first 
stirrings ot emotion 

Perhaps the same wa.s true when 
Madhabi first encountered S,itva|it 
Ray Mrmal Si-ii's /'d/sfjci/ .‘■ifiiiiiw had 
just been released when ManlkfIa^ll 
- as Ktiy was popularly know'ii — 
aski'd M.idli.'ibi U' see him tor a role in 
the new film he was conceptuali.sing, 
Miihiifun^iii Madhabi v\'as then 
struggling tor a toolbold in llii- 
industry, she needl'd money to 
suppoi I her family I lei mother, alter 
being abandoned bv hei husband had 
li'll !u‘i home in F.,isl Bengal ,iiid 
settli-il w ith her t\\o daughteis in 
L.iiiuHa And from the age ol fi\ e 
Miidliabi had t<> i (intend with (hi- 
resjsonsibilitv ol finwiiling loi herself 
aiiif her family 

1 In tliouglit ot mi’elini; a 
persoiuilitv as Uiwetmg.and .is 
lamous as Satvajit K.iy evciled the 
I young Madh.ibi but she had a very 
j strong leeliMg lli.it he vv ould lejecthei 
Ray didn't Fhe test is history 
1 learnt tli.it .leting i .m be very 
smif'li' troni Manik/'e/’/i." Madhabi 
recalls While he \\ a-, shooting 
Mtihii)iti\',i> where Madhabi played tbe 
iole>>l .III uiban working woman, R-av 
told M.idh.ibi she .should not .ut but 
just "fi'el" the ch.ii after 

"I did just that and evei since I have 
bt'en doing tliat 1 am told that 1 have a 
ten itic screen preseiu i'," sa\ s 
Mailhabi lod.t\ "1 re.ilK don't know 
w hy people sav rt because 1 don't do 
an> thing coiisi loiislv to .ill.iin it It just 
happens" 

Three lilm.s from Ray in a row and 
Madhabi became a -.l.ir She fenmd 
hersoll paired w'lth m.ilinee idols ol 
that peiiod like L'ttam kuinai. Anil 
C’haiterjee, Sciumilra Chatti rji'e A 
choius ol praise and a clutch ol 
a w.irds tollciwc'd She is the onh 
actrest frc>rTi Bengai who won the 



Mudh.ibi in thcSinln . 







ROLES MADHABI PLAYED 

She was Strong, unconvejitional and very, very^good 



Mahanagar (1963):'Madhabi plays 
the middle-class wife, Arati, who 
takes up the job of a salesmrl to sup* 
plement her husband's (Anil Chat- 
terjee's) income. Her father-in-law 
does not like the idea of the 
daughter-in-law going out ‘o 
work. An exciting new world ■ 
opens up before Arati and she finds 
a friend in her Anglo-Indian collea - 
gue, Edith. 

Her husband asks her to gpve up 
her job when he gets jealous of her 


transformation from a hou.sewife 
to an independent, confident car¬ 
eer woman who talks much about 
her boss, one Mr Mukherjec. When 
Madhabi hands in her resignation 
letter, her husband also loses lus 
job. Now that they are both unem¬ 
ployed, they see each other in a 
new light and understand each 
other better. 

Charulata (1964):Based on 
Rabindranath Tagore's famous 
novcL hlnuhtti Nir, here Madhabi is 


The sophisticated Karuna (Madhabi) in Kapurush o Mahapurush 



the listless, unlmppy w'lfotii nhup.i 
ti, an aristocratic wealthy voimg 
mtellerlual who edits and publi- 
she.s a political weekly, '^ciitiiu‘1 
His cousin, Amal, comes li> si,jy m 
their house and for llie first time 
the young Chai u finds .1 ii 'otully 
companion in ,Am.il end gels 
drawn to him 'I'his tiln> has that 
taniousshot showing Madhabi pci-- 
ping fruin belniKl Ih*- shulteis <ti 
her window at thi joad below lia 
genette inhaiKl' oiu- la ilu' niosi 
memofiible si enes ei. Ik*i 1 i;i itu 
mind ol Indi.in rinei’iH'i-s Hoopai. 


Madhabi in Charulfiti 



is unaware of the devolopniei its 
between his wife and cousin and 
discovers it only m the tag end ot 
the film. 

Kapumsh O Mahapurush (1*165) 
Madhabi (Karuna), the sophisi ii jl 
ed wileof Mar.idhcin Danenee 
(Bimal Gupta) .1 tco e.st.ui' owner, 
chaiicvs upon Iut old lo'-e ‘•■im- 
nutra Chatterjec (Amit ihh > Ri's ) 
when he spends ,> night at the 
Gupta hou.sehold as his < ar break**s 
down. The old fire is rekindled and 
Soumitra gets drawn to In-r once 
again. He asks her to elope w’lth 
him and even ]in •iniso.s hi'r that .'e 
will not let her diavn this time, but 
Madhabi .spui ns his off<-i 







With Satyajit Ray 


covotfJ I Jrvdshi imill’ll (itn / hhniutnr 
Kiibi/(i) Mtiilhabi's ilays('t slrut;g1o 
wfri' oviT ,iuil ni'w slii' was a ci’li'bnt}' 
Sill' may hiivi' comi* across as .t 
striking porsonality on sciTcn, Kay's 
idiM ot ’'inlolloclual boaiitv" and 
ptnsc, her sli.irp vvi'Il-di?ftned teatiircs 
adding to hi'i- persona, but she was 
nevfi Iheronvenlional good-looker 
In fact she had such bad teeth 
(wtirsonod by hi'r addichon topuaii), 
that Ray had real dittirulty in filming 
her Ray admitted as niuc!) to Andrew 
Robinson in bmet I'.w "I had to put 
the camera a' a lowish angle so that 
wlteri she spoke the lower sot ot tc«>th 
wouldn't show In fact, my wife had 
serious objections to using Madhabi at 
all ftir ht'r teeth but I knew the camera 
could manage that ' 

R ight from her tir.st film. Dm Pcifiti 
Madhabi had the good torlune of 
working with the best duectors of 
Bengal save, of course, Kajen Taratdar. 
There was Ritwik Chatak 
(Suharnarekha), Mnnal Sen (Han.luy 
Shnr’ant. SatiMju i\a\-(Alii/iiinayiiV, 
Chatidiitu and Kapuru^h O 
Mfl/ii?purHs/i), Tapan Sinha, Tarim 
Majumdar the list continuos And 
each time she tao,‘d the camera she 


sludicd her mentors diligently, their 
individual ways of handling the scrijil 
and shooting. 

"1 cannot say 1 have been influenced 
bv any particular director Salyajil Ray 
was veiy meticulous about his work, 
he had a groat eye tor details May be 1 
have learnt a few things from him 
Mnnal Sen, Ritwik Ghatak and others 
had a different slyle of shooting and 1 
have picked up a tew things from 
thorn, too " 

Though Madhabi is identified with 
the new-wave tilms ol the Fillies and 
Sixties, and as the fiery, intelligenl and 
gracetul R«y heroine, she refuses to be 
dubbed a "feminist". "I feei lor 
women, all right," she Stiys, but <idds 
that she is not willing to lake her b.itlle 
to the stiet'ts Neither does shi' 
suppoit the overt feminism of tilms 
like Panmiii winch directly challenge 
male sovereignty She admire-i 
Apama Sen nevertheless and is 
fascinated by her manv -splendoureil 
personality actress (stage and hlms), 
director, wife, mother, editor - • all in 
one mould 

M adhabi is not the hrst actress 
from lolly wood to take up the 
director's baton, there wa.s Manju l'»e. 


Arundlnili Devi .iiid Aparna Sen 
beinre hei Hut what has surprised 
everyone IS he> decision U> chart a new 
course fill hersoll at a linu' in hte when 
most people dendc to c.iU it a day 

Pienard Kay loyalist, Dulal Dutta, 
who has wiirKeil with the master since 
hi*- f'iintiiri I’liih hall d.iy s to A^autuk, is 
ama/ed how this agi ing actress could 
comi’ out with such a hiilhant script 
without am exj’H'iience Her work is 
so ad'-anci'd' 1 ler film c,m compare 
with any ol tiu* vv orks ot the great 
masters, ' be .says and then adds, 

" '\parna is good, t* m but she had the 
glooming and ihi support ot the best 
names 111 ihe iiulusttv It is not so'vith 
Madhabiif.' 

l-ler s iiiiild be llie tags to riches 
stoi V hill hen* the princess did not live 
liappih'‘-vei attei She nled more 
otl<*n than slic laughed I iteinaynot 
have been kind to Madhabi, but she 
has had her moment*- ol glorv and 
ecstasy loi* ,As a si,much believer in 
causes, Madhabi woiiKI now like to 
drown herself in social woik 
providing relief to genatne*- .md 
destitute children 

"I like to be on thi-moie, ' mutmers 
the acttessNind ‘he has proved it with 
this late>.t mo\ f to turn dir<*cloi ■ 
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Panoraam 


MY BRILLIANT 
CARRIER 


niey buy ^oocls frotn Bangkok, sc^/l them in Calcutta, arid vice versa; 
Gargee Bhattacharjee reports on those behind this flourishing trade 


C hai>tic .s( eiiL's at airports aro 
not unusual But oven those 
who .irc acrustcimed to 
them are often taken aback 
when they arrivi' to hoard the early 
nuirninc Indian Airlines flight to 
Bangkok from Calcutta's 
international terminal 

Passengers jostle each other as 
lliey ipjeue up to check in, trolleys 
bv their side The trolleys are a sight 
in themselves, overflowing w’ith 
lugg.ige tliat will never come within 
the 20 kg allowance that most 
economy tlass passengers have Bui 
then, most ol it is not going to be 
checked in, anyway The passengers 
intend to carry these huge packages, 
foi wj^anl of a better w'ord—tightly 
wrapped in plastic, on board. 

Never mind it there is no space 
in the O' ''rhcad lockers to 
accommodati- it. Never mind if they 
have to stuff it in the little space 
before then .seals and sit perched 
uncomfortably on top ot it Tlieir 
comfort is not a priority, the bags 
are After all, thej- aren't going to 
Bangkok foi a holiday; ihev are only 
travelling because of the luggage 
Welcome to the little-kniiwii 
w'orld of the 'carrier' These are the 
people who maki' weekly trips to the 
Thai cjoital, loaded witH goods that 
tlicv sell in Bangkok And then, 
make the return journev w'ith things 
that sell lor a piemium in India 

Prom i.'aicuttci— and on occasion, 
from Delhi - they cairv items like 
incvnse, mustaid oil, spices and 
pulses that an' in great demand 
among the Indian community in 
Bangkok Costume jevvellery, 
bangles, cheap ready-made 
garments, tea and coffee also have a 
ready market hem And handicrafts, 
.such as the handbags typical of 
Santiiiiketan, are also hugely 
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Passer»gers alighting from an Indian Airlines aircraft at Dum Dum airport 


ipiiLir. 

Ihi' ilt'ms liijl ar»- brought iii 
Irom I’.in^kiik .m- \ irifd. First 

v'p hsi .ti'i- rlotin's: Jiivsses, tics, 
.md iHimlli-s ami bundles of divss 
niati i i.il i’lTtumcs and cosmetics 
tcim .1 laii;c p.ut the trade, and 
ivcciiiK', r.iriier'- havi- started 
l)rinmn>i m intej'ratei.l circuits and 
iDiupiili'i- parts Foieign sports 
f;oiids aKo have a good market here, 
speciallv badminton and tennis 
KuqiiLts 

ul how can this bi' a lucrative 
business'' After all, these people 
haw to pa\ ihitv on tlie goods they 
bring in, don't ihev'? 

Well yes, they d But more often 
than not. say inside they have an 
iniorm.il 'undert.taiKling' with thi 
euslonis di pariinenl, wnich lets 
them gel away by piaying the 
absolute minimum After all, the 
argument goes, they haye a living to 
make, don't ihey^ 

Not that the customs are 
dishonest The goods brought in are 
valui-d acci'riling to a book which 
has not been updated for years, even 
though inflation has been rampant 
over this period. So, the duly paid is 
l astly disproportionate to the actual 
i value ot the goods 


Then, of course, there is 
ignorance. Customs officers don't 
always recognise the things that the 
carriers brmg in, and are unable to 
charge the right amount of duty 
Some years ago, for instance, when 
cable television was still a noveltv in 
Calcutta, the carriers brought in Low 
Noise Boosters (LNB), a vital 
component of the cable antenna But 
at the customs counter, they were 
described as "rubber stamp.s" which 
cost around Rs 20 to Rs 80. The 
officers, who knew no better, valued 
them accordingly. 

It was only after a couple of 
weeks, when enormous quantities of 
"rubber stamps" were coming in 
with every flight, that it oc'curred to 
somebody to enquire as to why so 
many people w-ere bringing in such 
an item. A sample was sent off for 
evaluabon and it was found that 
each LNB cost no less than Rs 2^00. 

Then, there was the case of 
billiard table clotK which costs 
around Rs 40,000 per metre. The 
carriers de.scribed it as ordinary 
curtain material to the customs 
officers and got away with paying 
minimal duty before the department 
got wise to their tricks. Carneis 
often also bring such medicinal 



powder as tetracycline, and pa.ss it 
off as cosmetic herbal powder 

'fheir methijil of bringing in gold 
is almost fool-proot. rhey imiudc a 
number of women in their pai t>’, 
who arrive back in Calcutta laden 
with gold jewellery. Since most 
Indian women usually wear .such 
items as gold bangles, necklace.^, 
bracelets, earrings and the like, if is 
virtually impossible to prove that 
this stuff has been bought in 
Thailand, and is being smuggled 
into India. 

Bangkok is not the only 
destination of these carneis, though 
it does appear to bo the most 
popular. They also travel to 
Singapore and Hong Kong, 
stimetimes living there via 
Bangladesh The 'Gorakhpuvis' 
settled IP Bangkok first started this 
trade, but these days most of iiie 
earners arc Pun|abis from Calcutta, 
thoi^h Delhi is fast catching up 
Ine mam men behind this 
operation remain behind the si ene, 
providing the carnei-s with tickets, 

J iassports and money, and then w.iil 
or them to do their stull t'tnce the 
goods arrive in Calcutta, thev find 
their way to such .shopping centri's 
as l^mcy Market, the Five-St.ii 






Market, New Market, Vardaan 
Market, Air-Conditioned Market and 
even Burra Bazaar 

llie <.)perati<)n,s that are carried 
out trom Calcutta airport are 
relatively simple compari'd to those 
conducted via Dhaka Here, the 
modus operand! is to form a croup 
ot 2U to to people, vvhci are taken to 
Bangladesh and put up «it a hotel 
Only two people from that gioup 
then boarci a Might to Bangkok or 
Singapore, carrying with tliem the 
entire foreign exchange that the 
whole group is entitled to 

After a shop-till-you-drop stay in 
Bangl^k or Singapore, the group 
reuni^i Kt the Dhaka transit lounge, 
where the baggage is distributed 
among the' whole group Since every 
member of the party is entitled lc> Rs 
6,000 worth of gooiis tree ot duty, 
they have to pay a minimal amount 
to gi*t their stuff into India 

Once the earners ha\'e gone 
through customs, they cc'ngregate 
outside the airport, where tne goods 
*.irt‘ collected by the main men of the 
operation The carriers art'paid their 
commission, and everyeme goes 
home happy 

W hile this IS one way- -and a 
very popular one* at that— of 
carrying excess foreign ciira-ncy 
abroail, sometimes carriers conceal 
their extra dollars on their bodies 
Then, there is a system known as 
'finnJi' that is alsti brought into use 
kinder this, the carriers are given 
certain cocied messages, ivhich thi-y 
carry to designaleu people m 
Bangkok, who proyide them with ! 
the money to .shop for goods j 

But it's not just work, work, I 

work for the earners Thev are intent I 
on oying themselves as well on these | 
trips And for them the party begiiii 

The Fancy Market on Calcutta’s Garden 



Thailand: A favourite carrier destination 
the moment the plane takes off the 
runway. Thev down beer and 
whiskey (served free even in 
Kconomv Class on Indian Airlines) 
and rapidly gel very drunk—and 
often, v'erv aggressive—indeed The>’ 
nushehave with the air-hostesses, 
thev smoke in the ai.sle.s, dropping 
ash on hapless co-passengers and 
gcnenilly make a compU'te nuisance 
ol themselves 

Some parties even sing loudly as 
the journey comment's, and play 
such games as Antakshan They 
bring their own parked lunches, 
whicn lhe^' proceed to eat after the 
airline meal has been dispo.sod of 
This IS all very well, but the 

Reach Circular Road 



Calcutti-Bangkok haul is a short 
0114', and b\ (lie time they an* 

halt-vvav through thi-ir secoml 
meal, it is tune to kind But no 
matter how loudh the air-hosti-ssos 
entreat Ihi'iii to pul up then liav 
tabli's. lhe\ ronliuiie to luil' mti' 
tiu'ir pnn/t/iii-. and iitinn 

But the ix'.il lull begins when tht* 
plane lands Lv'eii as ilu aircrall is 
tavi-mg Ui the h<iv. the larriers leap 
up trt'ni tlieir si>ats anil begin 
ri'trii'vin.g thi'ir lugg.ige, which is 
often strewn all I’lvi'r llu’ j'laiu' All 
entreatii's iif the cabin eiow to ki-ej’ 
then si-at belts lasleiu'd until tlii’ 
airciaft comes to a compleli- 
standstill tall cm di-af e.irs rhey’re 
tar too busy getting thiMi bags 
togi'lher, S4I that iht'y can be llv' tirsl 
(>fl the jilaiie 

Inevitably, tights ensue between 
passengers, and quiti' olten these 
result in .seuffle.s, which ihi- crew is 
hard put t«i end 

One reason tor all thi‘> urgency tii 
gel otf the plain' is that most i<f these 
people have to queue up fo'- a visa 
on arrival And it they don't get tii 
the baggage carousel on time, their 
luggage is often 'stolen' bi' those ot 
their tellow' carriers who fiave then- 
eve on the mam chance 

Put despite suchprobli'ms —not 
to mention the hassle ol di'aling with 
customs officers in both Calcutta and 
Bangkok— these carriers continue 
flying in and out of the country 
every' week, laden with kilos of kilos 
of luggage It may not he a great life, 
bill it's a w'av ot making a living ■ 
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SEE WHAT! Look for a sign in this crystal ball. 
What sign can it be? Draw lines from 1 to 2 to 3, 
etc. to find out. 


S-CURVESI Letter S completes each of these 
seven-letter series: 1. MNOPQR —. 2. OTTF- 
FS —. 4. MAMJJA—. See if you can explain 
why. Hint: Each is an initial letter. 

VrpmuS \ K>|Npiii‘iss \ fh]i'i{‘iii'lit ui|4.m %is [ 


DOT'S NICE! 




An intricate circle- 
and-line design 

shown here provides 
a challenging wits 
test. It is possible to 
place nine check 
marks among the 
various circles so that no tw checks appear m the 
same row, column or diagonal line. 

Two starter checks are already in place. See if 
you can insert the remaining seven. 

M Mihpti: vv»i ;ui .t|tjn pit; Moj pvi/.i|uit 
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LOCKING HORNS 


Goans see red as Menaka Gandhi asks fora ban on the bullfights that take 
place here regularly, reports ShameemAkthar 


I t was ^the heif^t of the bull¬ 
fighting stoson in Goa that Mena¬ 
ka Gandhi deaded to lock horns 
with the organisers The best- 
known animal lover in India asked for 
a ban on the sport, which has been a 
regular feature of Goan life sinre the 
Scrventies It attracts both sixirts lovers 
and gamblers, and keeps the organi¬ 
sers in food and leni through the year. 

Not surprisingly then, the organi- 
•sers are seeing red at the prospect of 
having their bulls sent back to the pen. 
And have decided to club together in 
an assoaatKjn to fight the Menaka 
threat. 

Pandharpur, the warnor buffalo 
who has never lost a .single bout or 
dhiro (Konkani word for 'close horns') 
this season, is not aware of thi.s imbro¬ 
glio Ho chew.s cod in the afternoon 
shade, occasionally snorts with an inn¬ 
ate anger that sends hi. nvals scur 
rying, rolls his blood-red eyes and 
paws the dung-hard gromid w'lth his 
tuHives When irritated with the clutch 
of little dusty boys around him, he It'ts 
out a deep bellow that evokes a 
delighted titter from the urchins. 

Pandharpur keep.s company with 
the other champions, threa buffaloes 
and three bull.s, at the Ciaido house¬ 
hold in Zuan village of Goa Velha. 
Simon Ciaido, self-styled pioneer who 
transformed the informal bull-tights 
held in the villages into organi.sed 
events that now charge hefty entry 
fees, shares thest' powerful animals 
with his seven brothers. The Ciaidos 
have no intention of losing their liveli¬ 
hood, Mcnaka's grandstanding 
notwithstand ing. 

"If Menaka goes to court, we will 
fight it out there," says Simon. "Our 
entire family di^nds on these ani¬ 
mals. We treat them as if they are our 
family members. They get to eat better 
food than most human beings." 

That seems true enough. Ihc hand¬ 
some Wellington, anotlwr challenger 
who is temporarily out of the arena for 
having lost the last Jhiro, shares kitdi- 
en space with Mrs Ciaido and bends 

2G 


like a well-trained dog to be fondled 
by his keeper. I fe rubs his long, 
sensitively-veined face aff^ionately 
against Ciaido, whose eyes mist over 
with emotion. 

The bull, standing almost six-feet 
tall at his pin-sharphoms, is a vision 
of energy and health — his snow- 
white, pastel pink skm glows after his 
daily scrub. His powerful hump 
bends heav-y witn healthy flesh, while 
his shanks stand out in muscular glory 
Little Boscu, Ciaido's son, offers to 
hold his reins to show you just how 
tame he is But that is before another 
dhiro starts and the crowd jeers him 
mto the field for a 'clench' with his 
iNjocdly robust rival. 

The blood-thirsty audience will not 
lie appeased till one bull lunges off the 
field in defeat. Not all bulls oblige A 
good proportion of the fights erid with 
one of the animals obstinately refus¬ 
ing to meet the rival head-on. A 'good' 
dhiro, in Ciaido's words, is one where 
the bulls decide to plunge into a tussle 
the moment they eye each other, lock 
horns for an hour sometimes, digging 
iheir hooves in, refusing to budge 
Victor Rodrigues, a contractor from 
South Gua, has organised one .such 
'Kodekant (champion) Dhirio' at 
Vel.sao to celebrate the 'Reianche' 
lesta, a local feast, on January 6. Ice¬ 
cream vendors make a killing, as thi- 
children, Ihroals parched with .scream¬ 
ing for their favourite champioas, lick 
the ice-sticks with a thirsty vengeance. 

O rganisers have orchestrated the 
febrile excitement well. Vans, too¬ 
ting iiitormution on the event, make 
several forays into the neigbouring vil¬ 
lages. Multi-coloured posters, listing 
the names of the bulls —■ ranging from 
the inexplicable Latur and 2044 to the 
hilarious Hand-break and Diesel — 
have been distributed. 

Ihe sleepy village readily forgoes 
its siesta to ^ part ot this mela. Loud¬ 
speakers blare out old favourite Ciuan 
Portuguese song.s, while a Konkani 
commentator drowns this .squeaky 



Spectators enjoy a buH-fight in Goa 





music with hisbrrathless spiel on the eye away. Bobby could do with some who runaround the animals, tryinc to 

wondersofeachdiall^r luck because his competitor Brownie hold them down in the lock-hom p^i- 

hM hned-up five fights. has, this dhiro scasoa gored to shreds tioa aie jostled by the audience. The 

The highlight of tlwtoui^ent, the reputation of many champions. exdled crowd forgets about its owm 

howCTCT, IS the Bobby Vs Brownie Among the vanquished is that glori- safety and jumps into the pit even as 

nw^. Brownie! Broww!', scream ous bull Hanuman, owned by Chur- the bulls are diarging at one another 

the Ms whCT^ spot him, as the diill Afen^, former chief minister of The fight ends only when Bobby's 

titleJrol^r hobbles pai^llv down Goa, who had growled with displeasu- neck is stained with blixid, to match 

the van ttiat has ferried him here from re over Menaka's pronouncements. the red sash around him He has tnt>d 

his stable in A^m vDlage. Whim Brownie faces Bobby the to withstand Brownie for hall-an-hour 

Hisnval Bobby, IS daubed with ink- crowd goes berserk. Local gwmfes join before ronceding defeat He is led 

blue handprints, which his o^ers, the by pelting the crowds and away, his whole torso shaking with 

the Agnelos, hope will keep the evil bulls with heavy stones. The trainers, defeat and fear Brownie, with the elan 



of a truf titlo-hol'Jer, pulls his reins 
free from his trainer and nins around 
the pit, acknowledging the cheers of 
the crowd 

The fallow field used as a make¬ 
shift rung guarantees protection to vie¬ 
wers, many of whom have come from 
far-off villages after reading pri’ss 
advertisements. The 'ring' is sunk 
several feet below the surrounding ele¬ 
vation where viewers grab precanuus 
fool-holds The palm tri.>es liend down 
with the weight of intrepid village 
hoys, whit have clambered up toi abet¬ 
ter view. 

It maki's s<2i1Me to maintain this kind 
ot distance. C)n Januarv 4, one man, 
who came too close to the action, died 
a gory death at the horns of a 'ras-ag- 
mg beast' (in the words of a 1< ical news¬ 
paper) The victim Chandrakanl Nlaik, 
a bull-owner, sultered a bltHiJ- 
spattered end after having his intcsl i- 
nes rippetl out. 

Not everyone is interested m the 
bull fights though Some people havt* 
paid tne Rs entr)' tee to gamble at 
dice games, which a>uld make them 
much richer by the lime the day is 
over Not that this compares with the 
heavy betting on the bulls, during 
which only SOO-rufK-e notes are visible. 

Savio Figaro, who operates a toiinst- 


taxi ageiKy in Panjtm and also owns a 
prize bull, explains, "Owners of a sin- 
animal do not earn mudi. But for 
those who own several, it is not loo 
bad." 

Insiders reveal that prize bulls, 
whose hghting skills keep crowd 
excitement at fever pitch, may earn 
their owners as much as Rs fi(),lXX) to 
Rs 60,IXX) per appearance, including 
the prize of R.s 5,f)00 to Rs ]t),lKX) and a 
percentage of the bettings. Even losers 
earn aniund Rs M.OOO. ( )f course', the 
vanijiiished also earn a tongue- 
lashing from their owners, and are oft¬ 
en manhandled if a disappointed 
crowd concludes that there has been 
nggmg 

But the figures that are quoted are 
mostly guesswork; nobiKly is kc*eping 
accounts here. Explains a local, "Chie 
reason why the.se I'vents are always 
held in fkiuth < K>a is that, apart from 
bc'iiig more rural, it al.sii has more 
money flowing in from thi* Gulf when* 
many of its residents work " I .ike 
most unregistered gambling this, too, 
IS used to lecycle black money, he 
alleges 

[ournalist Nora Secco de Souza 
notes that the trained bulls are 
'brought to fighting pitch by being 
goaded incessantly by several ‘ivrel 


methods'. Others hint thatthis is 
achieved by making the animal kneel 
for several hours before the scheduled 
fight. Bull-owners like Ciaido, Figaro 
and Alemao dismiss sudi allegations 
as so much nonsense. 

Savin maintains that the profits are 
not as attractive as they an* made out 
to be. "They promised to pay me Rs 
2(),(KX) for my bull But they did not 
pay even half," he complains. "Calcul¬ 
ate my expenses in hinng a van for his 
transport and my earnings don't come 
up to much. Money transactions arc 
made < in trust and we cannot demand 
much if the organiser’s expc*ctaHons 
are not met." 

B ut despite these complaints, any 
suggestion that bull fights should 
bi' abandoned i.s greeted with outrage. 
Says Ciaido, " Ihis sport has been part 
of our village scene for hundreds of 
years It also coincides with our har¬ 
vests We cannot have Goa without 
dhirws." 

There are not many historical recor¬ 
ds of this event, which is held every 
Sundav and on fea.s(-days during 
these harvest months nght trom Si«v 
lim to An)unit, tromTaleigao (which 
always kicks oft the siiason with the 
first lUnrio bv inviting local VIPs) to 




A gory battle in progress 
BtMMulint 

Women, d ripping with gold icwi'lle- 
ry dnd m tlieir Sunday best, scream 
alongsule thr'ii husbands as little 
children try to outdo them Except tor 
.1 smattering of whites, the tourists 
kei'p away from tins essentially local 
event. 

Tlie bull lights symbolise the vesti- 
geal remains of the I’ortuguese-Latin 
rule in Goa. Unlike the Spaniards who 
killed the bull in an uneven match 
when.* the animal was weakened by 
Si'veral barbs before receiving the 
death stroke, the Portuguese indulgoci 
ill bull-baiting where the animals' 
horns wc're padded. In Goa, however, 
there is no man versus-beast clinch. 

Tins, in Aleman's reasoning, is 
emnigh grounds not lo ban it "It is not 
as if any human K’lng i.-> injured Why 
doesn't Menaka ('.anclhi do something 
about wri'stlers who fight each other 
to death on the nng? VVh v is she bolhe- 
rcHi about animals when people are 
dying in this eountrv? Bull-fighting is 


part ot Cman sport spirit We will 
never allow it to bt' banned," he says 

With the crowd fren/y that it whips 
up, bull-tight mg is set to become a lix- 
ture on the Goan horizon. The earlier 
.scrawny farm animals have bevn 
replaci*d with stud animals smpoited 
from Karnataka and Maharashtra 

Though the animal husbandry 
department kevp- no head-count. Ale- 
mao s.iys that there may be U),(KtO 
prize* bulls in Goa, specially its .sou¬ 
thern half Visits to cattle wt7«s, lopick 
up probable fighters, are now com¬ 
monplace Four- year-olds are 
preferred 

"In Karnataka, l*ull-tights arc- more 
c>rganised I'lien-, thc*bull has todtaga 
cart tilUnl with bouldc'rs The fastest 
bull, which also drags the cart the long 
est di.stance, wies Tn»>se bulls are trai¬ 
ned to be very strong and hardv 
Whii h is why we pic'tei llu- animals 
tromthat stale," ecplamsCiaidc*. whii 


claims to fc'.tl thi*m the be,sl pulses. 
"Some trainers I'ven fevd eggs and 
milk to make* them stronger," he adds 
Thc*ugh he has an equal proincrtion 
of bulls and buftalcx'.s he says that 
most trainersprefei biiftalcH's bc'i'au.se 
they right longei and are li'ssdeiicalc 
Hulls, on the other hand, dram their 
owncTs with ihc'ii constant in*c‘d for 
■namtenance, cleanmgand afic-ction 
In C'laido's stable tnerc is a tour- 
yeai -old young bull, namc-le,ss until 
now, pure while* and scill-eyc*d 11)> 
h- ad, i*xplamsCiaido, is siill tex* ^''tf 
to lake on th*- hatd somc’limes t.it.il 
botlsot other fightcTs I Ic isheing l.itte 
ned foi the fights, tor cvhich. he c\ ill Is* 
ready in ihri*!* \'ears 

Such litng-lerm plaiiiiipgmduales 
th**organised naicireol tlu*-i'i!,M<>'- 
hc'ie .And as long .i- a lather t 'iniimie* 
lo ask*- Ills httle ■'CMi a-- hi- divi ,it 
\'elsaii It h»- Wiiiild ■l■'l■. i-ne nipt-e 
against 'it) paisi-ou Brc c-'in-.- hit 
will sin\ ivc no nt.ilh ! i'o'i n-.n 
mini*' polili-'ians 1 all lor .il< 
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Ayurveda tt« science of life, has stood the test of time 
for well over 2,000 years. Ayurveda is a legacy from 
India's glorious past when the Rishis had mastered 
the secrets of nature tor the benefit of mankind. 
Vtcco Vairadanti Paste is the original Ayurvedic 
pa^. Vicco cares tor your mouth - 
effective, active, totally natural. Vicco is for heaMiy 
gums & firm teeth Every tube of Vicco contains 20 
pure herbal extracts long established by Ayurvedic 
herbal traditions to be good for teeth, mouth & 
gums. Ayurvedic practice, (%nturies old, 
actively involves, those elements in nature most beneficial 
to the individuals. Vicco Paste is made from herbs, 
barks, roots & flowers.. no artificiai ingredients, no harsh 
abrasives or fluorides. .. Just the-best ingredients 
for disorders of gums & teeth. Vicco's concentrated 
formula lasts longer and tastes great. 

Vicco IS worldwide favourite for decades. 

Vicco is vegan No Animal ingredients. 

Vicco Products: Natural-NaturaHy better. 
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Ayurveda the science of life, has stood the test of time 
for well over ?,000 years Ayurveda is a legacy from 
India's glorious past when the Rishis had mastered 
the secrets of nature for the benefit of mankind 
Vicco Vajradanti Paste is the original Ayurvedic 
paste Vicco cares for your mouth - 
effective, active, totally natural Vicco is for healthy 
gums & firm teeth Every tube of Vicco contains ?0 
pure herbal extracts long established by Ayurvedic 
herbal traditions to be good for teeth, mouth S 
gums Ayurvedic practice, centuries old, 
actively involves, those elements in nature most beneficial 
to the individuals Vicco Paste is made from herbs, 
barks, roots & flowers no artificial ingredients, no harsh 
abrasives or fluorides. Just the best ingredients 
for disorders of gums & teeth Vicco's concentrated 
formula lasts longer and tastes great. 

Vicco IS worldwide favourite tor decades 
Vicco is vegan No Animal ingredients 

Vicco Products: Natural-Naturaily better. 
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End<rfTerror I 

■ We find yet another f 
hi^po^ public servant | 

nistration truough his pen 
('An Ofiker and a Write' 
Janu^My. 

Ihie Pun|ab superoc^, 

Ved Marwah, givas us die 
instite story of the anti¬ 
terrorist operathm in Pun- 
|id> and disdoses some 
startfing informatiim 
about certain politicians, 
bureaucrats ara die pidioe. 

It is an interesting trend 
that senior men of me 
admuustrative service are 
willing to ptblish d ar per¬ 
sonal teelir^ regar< ling 
cxrtain acts and decisions 
of the government. It is a 
good sign tihat they no lon¬ 
ger want to be mere 
lackeys of the government. 
JoydeepMitra, 

CMcuifa 

The hfe and times of the 
supercop, Ved Marwah, 
were brilliantly brought 
out in the Magazine. If pnly 
we had more courageous 
men like Marwah in our- 
country. 

Prabal Cuha, 

Patna 

M PuT^ab lived through 
hell, mere were so many 
killings every day that 
people and me administra¬ 
tion lost trade of the num¬ 
bers. No one wms spared; 



cama, they saw and thsiy oonquerach Aishwssya 
andfiuahmita 

neither the aged nor the | operation terrorism would 
women. Innocent duldren i not have come to an end in 



on their way to sdiool 
were massacred. No one 
thought the colourful and 
bounteous state would 
see such dark days, 
rmfa GHosmi, 

Patna 

IK the extract made excell¬ 
ent reading, particularly 
since Marwah dwells at 
length on the genesis of ter¬ 
rorism in India. 

Prahlad Agarwal, 

Nadia 

W Operation Black Thun¬ 
der may have attracted 
adverse criticism from* 
some quarters, but with¬ 
out this intelligent army 
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Punjab. 

S. i^mmanik, 

Odoitta 

Official or 
Unofficial? 

• As more and more 
MNCs come to India, yival 
brands will face more com¬ 
petition ('Not the Hole 
Story', Februaiy 11). When 
ordinary campaigns fail 
they will take to counter 
advertisements like the 
famous Coke-Pepsi war at 
theWillsWorld Cup, play- - 
ing around the wo^ 'offid- 
al' and 'unofficial'. 

When there are so many 


products in the market, it 
is really a difficult job for 
die consunte to dtoose. 
And rival brands will do 
anydiing to prove It is bet¬ 
ter dian die other. TheSurf- 
Nirma campaign really 
had consumers foxed as to 
whidi was die better 
det e rgent 
Drhdmita AffoiMiMfy, 

Balasare (Orissa) 

Historic 

Moments 

■ I suppose the Magadne 
needs any excuse to put a 
picture of either Sushmita 
Sen or Aishwarya Rai on 
its pages (‘Potted History’, 
January 2B). It is almost 
two )rears since die two 
Indian beaqties charmed a 
team of intetiationat 
jud^ and walked away 
wim die coveted Miss 
Universe and Miss World 
crowns. 

lliey are part of history 
now and best forgotten. 
Skahetn fakan, 

Calcutta 

GiUian’s 

Writings 

tS Why did the Magazine 
discontinue with Ruskm 
Bond and Gillian Wright's 
columns? They were me 
two most-read columns 
B. Bhmttacharya, 

Serampore (W.B.) 


INDIAN AIRLINES was pronounced the best 
domestic airline at the recent Hotel and Food Ser¬ 
vices award presentation. A remarkable turna¬ 
round, die credit for which goes to lA's manag¬ 
ing director, Probir Sen. 
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AFTER HIS mega-hit DilwaJe..., Aditya Chopra 
is now Bollywtxid's most sought-after director. 

Indian Alrilnes 
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CoVERSToS 

fflGH FLIER 


How a bhadralok used courage and commori sense to turn 
Indian Airiines around. Seema Goswami reports 


A FEW WEEKS AGO, CIVIL AVIATION MINISTER GHULAMNABI 
Azad dragged Probir Sen, the managing director of Indian 
Airlines, to Bombay along with him. Azad was chief guest at 
the annual Hotel and F<xid Service awards, the tourism 
industry's answer to the Oscars. 

As the awards for best hotel, best restaurant, etc., were 
being announced. Sen realised, to his horror, that coming up 
was the award for best domestic airline. Others at his table 
were quick to sense his discomfiture. "Don't worry, Probir," 
they joked, "at least with you there is no suspense. Nobody 
expects Indian Airlines to win any awards." Sen smiled tightly. 

Then finally, as Liz Kerkar, the chief designer of the Taj 
Gmup, arrived on stage to present the award for best domestic 
airline. Sen felt h’s stomach tighten. He arranged his features 
to reflect benign unamcem, but felt his jaw drop as the envelo¬ 
pe was opened. 

"And the winner for best domestic airline is...Indian 
Airlines!" 

Sen rose to accept the award in a state of gratified shock and 
when he returned to his table, was pleased to note that the 
smirks had vanished from the faces of his fellow guests. 'Fhe 
award was based on a poll conducted by Marg and there was 
no possibility of rigging. Qearly, a majority of people in the tra¬ 
vel business and the frequent travellers who were polled by 
Marg genuinely believed that Indian Airlines was better than 
the private airlines. 

Now that he has got over the initial shock. Sen says that he 
shouldn't have been so surpri.sed. In 1995, IMRB conducted 
three polls among frequent flyers and all of them showed that 
Indian Airlines was the airline of choice. ? 

"But somehow, we had all been so demoralised after the | 
launch of the private airlines that we couldn't bring ourselves | 



to believe that people actual 
ly preferred us," explains Sen. "I 
mean, just three years ago if you had 
told people that Indian Airlines 
would be regarded as the hnesl airline 
in the country, you would have been 
laughed out of the room." 

It is, by any standards, a remarkable 
turnaround. And despite die low 
media profile that he has deliberately 
adopted, much of the credit goes to 
ProbirSen. 

S en is an unusual candidate for a cor¬ 
porate turnaround. In an era where 


ProbirSen 



Ghulam Nabi Azad 


private sector wiz-kids are being d raft¬ 
ed to 'save' the public sector, his suc- 
ce8.s suggests that at least some of the 
old rules are still alive. 

In a serwe. Sen is the perfect gene¬ 
ralist, the very anti-diesis of the mana¬ 
gement expert who has boned up on 
his case studies. His background is 
soUdly upper middle-cJass 1 Ic went 
to Mayo College, Ajmer—one of its 
earliest non-Mahara|a students after 
the school borrowed Principal jack 
Gibson trom Doon. Ho went onto Cam¬ 
bridge where he wa.s a contempiirarv 
of Rajiv Gandhi's and then returned to 






lA staff protest against privatisation 

India to take thi* IIPSC exam 

He got into the Indian Administra¬ 
tive Servia' (IAS), chose the Madhya 
Pradesh cadre, and quickly made a 
reputation fur himself as an 
independent-minded nvil sen'ant 
with an abrasive streak To be fair, this 
streak tended to maniiesl itself much 
more in the after the calibre of 
politinans di'clined 

WTiile most cow-belt civil servants 
learned to gnn and bear it, firm's combi¬ 
nation of hhadrulok self-respect and his 
public «rh(K)l-Oxbridge background, 
prevented him from buckling under. 

I le closed factories which Houted envi • 
ronmental norms over the objections 
ot the political establishment and beca¬ 
me the civil st'rv.int wh(' the more 
venal politiaans loved to hate 

It helj,HHi also that Sm was determi¬ 
nedly non-careerist. 1 le knew that as 
an lASoffio'i the worst that could hap¬ 
pen to him WAS that he would be trans¬ 
ferred to the boondiH'ks. Unfortunate¬ 
ly for the politicians, Sen loved the 
Ixiondoclcs; he is tliat rare phenome¬ 
non, a civil servant who longs to work 
in the districts. 

Fortunately, not all politicians are 
unconcerned with performance, and 
though Sen refused to play the I- 
was-at-Cambridge-witti-Rajiv card. . 
he got posted to Delhi anyway. A.s a 
joint secretary in dw dvil aviation 
ministry, he held temporary diarge of 
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Indian Airlines a few years ago. and 
was also die director-general of dvil 
aviation (in which capadty he violent¬ 
ly oppos^ the grounding of the A- 
320s in 1990) before moving on to 
other responsibilities. 

Then, L. Vasudevan, the man select¬ 
ed by dw public enterprises selection 
boai^ to head Indian Airlines got 
involved in a ruinous battle with the 
pilots. The airline's losses mounted, 
services were frequently disrupted by 
industrial action, and the private airli¬ 
nes began to sweep up Indian Airli¬ 
nes' traditional pas.sengers. 

By then, the Vasudevan versus 
pilots battle had become an ego thing 
with neither side willing to back 
down. Civil aviation minister Chulam 
Nabi Azad .sacked Vasudevan (who 
went off to Madras in <i huge sulk) and 
gave temporary charge of the airline 
tt) a joint .seiTelary in the ministry, Bri- 
jesh Kumar 

Kumar was able to restore some of 
the plumettmg morale, and Iwgan the 
process of rt‘-inventmg the airline. But 
ne reiiiaim'd a part-time managing 
director with other responsibilities at 
theministrv and a.s Indian Airlines stv- 




RussiMody 


med in serious danger ot becoming a 
basket case, the ministrj looki-d for a 
full-time(Fvenlually, Kumar 
took over as managing directoi of Aii 
India.) 

Fortunately tor Indian Airlines. 
Azad c'hosr* I’robir Sen. 

A sk his colleagues about Probir Sr-n 
OAand you will get a vant'ty of res¬ 
ponses At the ministry, they are a lit¬ 
tle peeved by his unwillingness to 
always play ball (thougli Chulam 
Nabi has always Ivon supportive) His 
chairman, Russi Mody, regauis him ns a 
little too arrogant to in.iken gtsid siib 
ordinate. And his contemporaries 
reckon that he is a bit of an odd-bod - - 
the sort of chap who.se idea of a corpor¬ 
ate giveaw,iy is not a keychain or a 
calendar, but a copy t>f I lobsbawn's 
The Age of Unreason. 

But of one thing there is no doubt: 
he has reca.st Indian Airhnt's in a new 
image. Gone are the bureaucratic 
obfuscations of old. In their placi* is a 


new aggression and an unlamitiai 
decisivt'ncss This is now' a nt»- 
non.seiisc airline 

The results are jdain to see Though 
much IS made of Indian An lines' los 
se.s, these are entirely a consequi-na- ot 
:he debt rejias im*nts on the cos! ot I lie 
.^-320s ordered by the R,i)iv Gandhi 
regime Take awa)’ those interest pay¬ 
ments and Indian Airlines is .dread v 
protitable In the tii^st seven months of 
the h)95-% financial year, il made an 
operating profit of Rs 16 Scrore 

Contrast this with the first seven 
months of the previous year, when it 
made an ojieratmg loss of Rs .5.3 crore 
All other parameters slemonstrate the 
extent of iheimprovemenl P.issL'nge! 
load factors in (he just cxmcludett tour 
ist .sea.son have grown by nearly I.*' jier 
cent Theoy'eiall seal lactoi lorllu' 
wlvde of last yeai n pn'seiili'U a (’ 1 
pel cent rise over 1904 The same is 
trueoton-tmie j>ertormance In t'W.s 
It went up 6 h per (vnl ovei the previ¬ 
ous yeai to touch t>.s pi r a*m 
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At a time when the private airlini's 
are making kisses — industry experts 
reckon that only Jet Airways and just 
possibly, ModiUift are at all 
profitable •' - Indian Airlines has the 
derisive advantageol fleet It has 10 A 
t(XS, to A- tiOs and 14 737s. No priva¬ 
te airline, on thi‘ other' and, has more 
than MX 737s 

(.>t eoursi*, Indian Airlines also has 
Tiianv disadvantages In 19‘>2, it had a 
loo per cent market shan*. {But it still 
made a loss ol nearly Rs 2(K) crore that 
year.) N’ow, with the proliferation of 
private airlines, its market share is 
down to 63 jier ix'iit ttfiviously, com¬ 
petition has made things that much 
more difficult But even so, its losses in 
19‘>4 were lower than in 1442 And this 
year, the operating profit w'lll be high 
enough to ensure that net losst's 
(which include interi'st payments) are 
at their lowest for fivi" years 

The airline claims that it could pro¬ 
bably make a net profit immiHliately it 
it did what thi‘ private airlines do and 
operated on the trunk and tourist 
routesalonc But obviously, this is pxili 
Hcally unacceptable and it is forcc'd to 
fly on several uneconomical routes 
such as jammu and Kashmir, Anda¬ 
man and Nicobar and, of cuursc, the 
north-east 

Sen ha.s off-set these handicaps by 
wiruung for Indian Airlines the rignt 
to fly to profitable foreign sectors in 
the far east and the Gulf. Among the 
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'domestic' airlines' foreign stations 
are Bangkok, Fujairah, Kuwait, Shar- 
)ah, Kuala Lumpur, Muscat and Singa¬ 
pore In many of these secti'rs, Indian 
Airlines has performed Indter than Air 
India For in.stanie, it makes a profit 
on Its Bangkok flights. Air India does 
not 

N evertheless, as impre.ssive as 

these figures are. Sen's p'rincipal 
achievement is in another an*a- the 
pilots 

Anyone w'ho has flown by Indian 
Airlines knows that the airline ha.s 
always Iwtn at the mercy of its pilots 
You can operate a flight w'lthout an air- 
hosles.s, but you can't do without the 
fiilol. 

In the winter ot 1991, the pilots went 
on strike.' to disrupt operations during 
the tourist .sea.son. When a panicky 
government sc'ttled with them, tin out- 
ragi*d Air Marshall Ramda.s, the airli¬ 
ne's managing director, resigned in 
protest 7'he follov'ing winter, as the 
country rit'led from the demolition of 
the Babri Masjid and the communal 
riots that lollowed, the pilots did it 
again Managing director, L. Vasude- 
van, tried to break tlio strike by hiring 
.Soviet aircraft. Whi*n one crashed, 
minister M.idhavrao Sdndia resigned 
and a tew months later Vasudevan fol¬ 
lowed him through the dewr. 

AH of th.’s gave Indian Airlines' 
pilots the Itvling that they were invin¬ 


cible. At the Indtim Commeraal 
Pilots' As.soeiation (ICPA) it u.sed to be 
said that any managing director who 
dared to take on the ctKkpit crew 
would be forced out of the airline 

This was hcfoic the advent of the pn- 
vate airlines. 

When they began lecriailing, things 
got even worst! In just over a year, l.'iH 
pilots left Indian Airlines. All of them 
got salaries vastly in excess of what 
they were earning at Indian Airlines. 
Moreover another 48 pilots retired or 
sought voluntary retiiement during 
the same pariod. In effect, Indian Airli¬ 
nes lost 2W pilots in the space of a tew 
months 

All ol this had the effect of crippling 
the fltvt Of tho.se who left, 91 were 
comnranders and must of those who 
retired were also of the same seniority. 
It is al ways possible to hire more 
pilots, but it is impu.ssible to hire more 
commanders. To reach that grade you 
need a certain number of flying hours 
and that takes time. 

By last year, Indian Airlines was 
short of seven aimmanders for its ten 
A-300s; of 22 commanders for its 14 
Booings; and 39 commanders for its .30 
A-320s. Even this was a slightly 
improved pictun* because the airline 
had re-hired 15 commanders on con¬ 
tract. Take away those contracts and 
the airline was short of 83 comman¬ 
ders. Last winter, it was unable to use 
two A-300s and five A-320s because of 




this shortage. 

Obviously, this is a disastrous situa¬ 
tion for any airline. It had the effect of 
making the pilots even more consci¬ 
ous of meir indispensibility. And last 
year, they decided that they were 
going to cripple the airline if they did¬ 
n't get what mey wanted. 

Had it not been for Probir Sen, they 
would probably have succeeded. 

I t was a measure of how arrogant the 
pilots had got that they launched 
their agitation by off-loading senior 
air-hostesses who had committed the 
crime' of earning more than junior co¬ 
pilots. Next, they started reporting 
sick or walking off flights. In June 
1995, Indian Airlines Iwgan cancelling 
14 flights a day and losses amounted 
to Rs 50 lakh for each day of disruption 
Confident that they had demonstrat¬ 
ed their invincibility, the pilots issued 
their demands. None of them made 
much sense. They wouldn't fly with 
contract pilots. They would not fly 
with .senior cabin crew They wanted 
extra allowances on the Ahmedabad- 
Delhi sector if passengers on the flight 
went on to fly to New York. They 
would not fly with exeruhve pilots 
who undertook more landings than 
ICPA members And .so on. 

The pilots had picked their time 
well Cnairman Ru.ssi Mody was 
abroad. Gbulam Nabi wa.s in London 
recovering fnim gall bladder surgery. 
And Sen was alone. 












Dum Dum Airport during a strike called by Indian Airlines 


They expected him to buckle under 
To their horror, he told them to po to 
hell. 

Entirely on his own, Probir Sen laun¬ 
ched a huge public opinion campaign 
pointing out that the pilots v* to mak¬ 
ing unreasonable demands Tic lobbi¬ 
ed the chief labour commissioner and 
the labou r minister He procured assu¬ 
rances of suppKirt from Ghulam Nabi 
m London and he conveyed his strong 
stand to the Prime Minister Office 
(PMO). 

As the media turned against the 
pilots, and the government agreed to 
back him. Sen did what no other mana¬ 
ging director has ev’ci done successful¬ 
ly. Any co-pilot who refused to fly 
with a member of cabin crew was 
thrown off the aircraft Pilots who did 
not him up were chai ge-sheeted 
Those who claimed that they were ill 
were examined by the airline's own 
doctors and threatened with .suspen¬ 
sion of their pilot's liceivses And the 
ICPA was told that Sen had a cim- 
tingency plan readv 

He asked the Indian Air horce it he 
could borrow 18 Boeing 737 pilots Pri¬ 
vate airlines were told that in the event 
of a strike they could takeover Indian 
Airlines' most profitable routes And- 
foreign airlines were informed ttiat 
even they could come in and fly 
domestic sectors 

Armed with all thi.s. Sen told the 
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ICPA that It was welcome to go on 
strike 

As the editorials thundered, the 
airline's other unions threatened a 
boycott of pilots, and public opinion 
began to turn viaously anli-pilot, the 
ICPA buckled under There would be 
no strike There would be negotiations 
instead. 

In January’ 19%, these negotiations 
were hnaliy concluded Sen gave the 
pilots more money, but he extracted 
more flying hours and secured agree¬ 
ment on a new system which made it 
easier to promote co-pilots to comman- 
deis. More .significantly, fiiim a long¬ 
term perspective, he broke the ICPA 
The union is now so divided within 
itself that It is in no position to threaten 
anybody elsi* 

I t would bo foolish to pretend that all 
is well It Indian Airlines You can¬ 
not change the attitudes »>f a lifetime in 
the course of a couple of j'oars Many 
members of the airline's sfatl still act 
as though they are doing passengers a 
favour And despite the improve- 
m'-'nts, tlic eastern region still remains 
the black .spot in Indian Airlines' 
record 

'ITiere are problems in the board 
room as well. One would have expect¬ 
ed Sen and Ru.ssi Mody, both public 
school educated Oxbridge types, to 
get along, but their relationship has 


been stormy Mody regards Se»n as cipi- 
nionated and stubborn and Sen in turn 
treats Mody as a nice old buffer who 
should chair board meeting.s and then 
go home Both men are justified in 
their views but it is hard to see how 
such a combination can work in the 
long run 

Nevertheless, nobody can dispute 
that the airline has changed beyond 
recognition. Apart from the cosmetic 
improvements—the iguality of send¬ 
ee, the greater variety of food, etc. — 
there is hnallv a recognition that it is 
the )ob of the management to manage 
and not to give in to aggressive sec¬ 
tions of the work force. 

That Probir Sen .should have been 
the man to have restored the airline's 
backbone tells us something of the 
certainties with which we have 
approached the public sector Air 
India has been home lc> a series of priv¬ 
ate .sector wiz-kids who have pursued 
.short-term .strategies and scampered 
off, leaving behind a .sick and unprofit¬ 
able airline 

On the other hand, Indian Airlines 
is now firmly on the path to recovery 
That an IAS officer managed to do 
within the aviation sector what no 
management wizard could, suggests 
that even in this era of liberalisation, 
there is no substitute for education, 
intelligence and integrity ■ 
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ou know what I mean, you have a tram 
to catch at four thirty, you start pack¬ 
ing at three-thirty, and at quarter to 
four, you're all done That's when you 
remember that you've forgotten to 
take your ticket So you go to the big 
wooden almirah in the comer, the 
kind in which all important things are 
kept locked away, and you insert the 



little key in the key-hole with the worn 
edges and — the key refuses to turn 

Refuses to turn 

To begin with, you are calm, you 
move It back and forth in the hole, 
gently, knowing that it's just a small 
maladjustment, a little iiggling will do 
the trick. 

But it doesn't budge. 

You start to get a little anxious. The 
time is now ten to four. You need your 
ticket. The traffic is heavy between 


your house and the station You will 
need time to find a taxi, time to give 
the driver the right change, time to 
check that the train is on the same plat¬ 
form as always, time to find your 
bogey and your seat. 

The key doesn't shift so much as a 
millimetre. 

You tell yourself. Look, the tongue 
of the key has three little bumps and 
one depression, the lock has three little 
dt^pressions and one bump; due to 
some minor dislocation, the bumps 
and depressions are not correctly 
aligned, therefore the key does not 
turn. It's only a fiwy little sliver of 
metal which has caught against the 
wrong edge in the lock, it's really very 
small. It'll slip into place now, any 
minute now, )ust be patient, any 
minute now . 

No deal. The key feels as if it is turn¬ 
ing against a cement wall 

Five minutes to four and you begin 
to lose nerve You jiggle the key, you 
turn It hard, and your fingers, swea¬ 
ting, .slip on the small flat loop of the 
head of the key 

Doesn't budge 

You lo.se control and hit the edge of 
the diHir of the almirah wnth the side of 
your palm You shake the knob the 
door violently. You start to pant. 

You sit down by you r suitca.se in des¬ 
pair '‘^'ou know that this :if those 

situations m which the ke\ will not 
turn until you have missed your train. 
You wipe your forehead, you feel cold 
panic down your spine 

That's when vou begin to think of 
the strength of small things One tiny 
edge of metal, pres.sed tight against 
lUiother tiny edge And that prevent.s 
the kev from turning in the lock, 
which prevents you from oper mg the 
cupboard, and from getting the ticket 
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and from catching yi>ur train 
Thi* strength of small things 
lAKik at me, for instance. 

I'm big. Six foot two. My mother 
used to feed me with her own hands 
until I was 10 years old, telling me stor¬ 
ies with every mouthful My elder 
sisters might hav'e been starving, or 
crying, or just waiting to have tncir 
hair brushed, but Ma would feed me 
first, make sure every scrap of hnid 
went in Then she'd wipe my face and 
my mouth and call me a good boy and 
tell me that I would be big and strong 
when I grew uj^if I always ale like that 
I used to adore my mcither. Thought 
the world of her Nothing was good 
enough tor her. 

She was small too, come to think ol it. 
When my father died, I was still just 
a boy But I was already growing, I 
was already .shooting up, just as any 
mother said 1 would I felt big and 
strong when 1 was near her. She 
would stand near me and her head 
just came up to where the bulge in my 
bicep-s began and she wciuld locik up at 
me and I would feel my heart expand 
with love and pnde 
She would say that 1 was all she had, 
her big boy, her only boy. She would 
rub the inside of my arm and she 
would say I must never leave her and I 
used to wonder why .she ever bother¬ 
ed withsaymg it I never would. Never 
did. 

Not really. Well, I mean, o‘ course. I 
had to go away to study. Wont to the 
USA My uncle paid for me I studied 
to be an engineer. But she was always 
with me, my mother I wrote to her 
every week, I thought other whenever 
I wasn't thinking of anything else She 
sent me food, she sent mo gifts She 
told me not to tool with foreign girls. 
Life wa.s hard for her she .said, while 1 
was away She had to liv^o in my 
uncle's house, my three .si.slers had to 
be married oft, a lot ot money had to 
be spent on them If I huiled around 
with any foreign girls, I would forget 
her and then — who would she have? 
Nobody. Nobody to look after her in 
her old age 

I used to feel like .screaming when 
she wrote tho.se letters because 1 telt so 
useless to protect her, so far away, so 
futile. I knew I had to stick it cut in the 
USA and that I had tc> ciirn my degree 
and I had to do well Otherwise it 
would all bt'hopele.ss and I would be 
unable to do anything for her. 

1 was three years in the USA 
In the end, 1 did have girlfrienJ.s, 
just like everyone else —or, should I 
say, I had them, but not like everyone 
else. Some other Indian.s used to say 
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that they telt bad, when their girl¬ 
friends would ask them if they would 
get married soon, if it w.is real love 
But I never felt anything bad 1 would 
tell every girl that I loved her, that she 
was the only one for me They seemed 
to like to hear that It made them 
extra loving and caring. The>- would 
want to do all my cooking, and wash¬ 
ing and cleaning Then after a couple 
of months 1 would tell whichever one 
it was that I had a rare tropical disease 
and that 1 hoped they hadn't noticed 
the symptom.s of it yet. 

They always left before 1 had a chan - 
ce to describe the symptoms! 

And in a couple of weeks, at some 
party oi ala bar. I'd meet.s(>mconeelse* 
and the story would start again I did- 
n ■ t ever have to gel i nvolved Those 
girLs could never understand that for a 
man like me, even a thou.sand ol them 
could ne t take my mother',s place in 
mj' life They could clean and wash 
and cook for a hundred years, even, 
but when the lime came tor me to go 
back to my mother, I would forget 
their names before the- airport bus pull¬ 
ed away from the kerb I would forget 
their faces, their bodies, their 
exisrences 

I didn't tell my mother about them, 
though, 1 think she would have been 
hurl. Or afraid Afraid that I might not 
return to her because of one of them 
She ni*edn't have worried. I didn't 
want to do anything which would 
make herevm more afraid for her futu¬ 
re than she alreadv was 


B y the time I relumed, two of my 
sisters had got married and one 
was being shown around It helped 
her prospects now that 1 had returned 
fom the USA, her big brother who 
was an engineer with a foieign degree 
I would go with my mother to the 
homes of prospective iri-laws, and J 
could see now imiiressed they would 
get, with my heignt, and mj' new a-'c- 
ent and mv clothes. I would show off a 
bit. and sprawl on then sotas and tell 
them about the film stars I had met 
and the dirty movies I had seen. 

We would tell them that, just .is 
.soon as I vvas m .rried, we would be 
able to give them the sort of dowries 
they were dem<inding 
^«>me ol ihem even offered to 
exehange their ilaughters for my 
Sister! I’ree of charge! 

r used to laugh at that 1 low will I 
look after my mother like that, I would 
.say Where is that money going to 
eoine from, hull’’ Who'.s going to pay 


for my mother's old age, huh? Your 
grandfather? 

Fools. 

Anyway In the end, my sister ran 
off with someone, some nch boy, and 
we didn't have to pay a thing. We 
never met the boy or his parents, and I 
don't know where .she is now or what 
she is doing My mother said, in her 
gentle voice, "Good nddance! Now 
we have only to think of a nice girl for 
my big boy!" 

It didn't take very long I left eve¬ 
rything up to my mother. 1 let her 
choose the girl and I let her decide on 
the pric'e. 1 just went along with her to 
the homes of the girls, and I .smiled at 
everyone and 1 .showed off mjy credit 
cards I oven suggested that I had a gre¬ 
en card and that we would live m 
California 

The girl my mother chose was not 
very tall, and nothing much to look at, 
but wc had already agreed, my 
mother and I, that it a girl is very good- 
look-.iig, she can also be very proud 
and corky. The thing was to find some¬ 
one who would be humble .md who 
would just quietly sit in the house and 
look after my mother's needs And 
mine, of course, but my mother would 
be there to take care of me anyway 

We got married and the girl's tamily 
paid 20 lakhs in la.sh and another 20 in 
gold ami jeweller)'. They bought us a 
Maruti and promised that in two years 
we would have a deluxe model I .said 
that I would prefer a Fiat NE 118. They 
j said, sure, sure, anything— but v/hat 
about California? 

I said, "Everything depends on that 
extra 50 lakhs we talked about, remem¬ 
ber? In dollars, piyable m the USA?" 

That shut them up 

In two yea IS, they said When we 
marry off out son . 

S o there we were, ihrw of us, living 
in a flat in Bombay. The flat belong¬ 
ed to the girl's tamily, and would 
bt'long to us, eventually. I started to 
work. The girl was a fairly good cook 
and she had done a secretarial course. 
She wanted to work, she said, she wan¬ 
ted to earn her own living, but my 
mother said no to that. My mother 
s.ud, "When a girl earns her own 
living, she gets the wrong ideas about 
life She must stay home and Uxik after 
her husband." 

Then she was pregnant. My mother 
advised me that wc ^ould start a fami¬ 
ly quickly, to get that out of the way. 
"Have two sons," she said, "that 
should be enough." 

The first pregnanej' wa.s of a 
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daughter, we went lo the dnctor and 
th*‘y performed .swme famous test and 
so w’t* got rid of that one “Why waste 
time with girls," my mother said 
The second time she was pregnant, 
my wife said she wanted to go to her 
parents' house. VVe wanted lo do the 
test, but she escaped before it could be 
I lone. When she came back from her 
parents' home, we went l<> the doctor 
but the doctor said lliat even if the test 
showed that the baby was a daughter, 
it was toe late to have an abortion. "It 
would be dangerous," he said 
"Dangerous for whom ?" said niv 
mother, "Isn't it dangerous to have 
daughters? Isn't it dangerous for fami¬ 
lies to have daughters?" The doctor 
looked at her strangely and said some¬ 
thing about old fashioned views I .said 
we would find another doctor 
Finally, we had the test, it was 
shown to be a girl, and we got someo¬ 
ne to do the abortion, but when the 
what's it came out, i^roved to have 
been a boy after all. Tnen my wife was 
terribly unhappy and she cried for 
months and wouldn't do any work in 
the house and my mother told me that 
she had a feeling that this girl was nut 
suitable after all 




Thi?n she got pregnant again. She 
s.iid. "This time 1 won't have anv tests 
You can di> what you like, I won't have 
any tests " My mother said, "It you 
want to b«> like that, go to your par¬ 
ents' house and hav*' the wretened 
brat. Why should we pay tor your 
medication in \ ain'^" 

She went away and she had a 
daughter 

T he two years were up by this time 
and 1 wrote to her tamilv lo say 
that my mothei and I were waiting tor 
the 50 lakhs to appear 

Her family wrote to say that, unless 
we took hei back, there would be no 50 
lakhs anywhere and anytime 
1 said, "Why? We ted her and cloth¬ 
ed her for two years Paid for all her 
hospital bills." 

But there was silence trom that side 
I had not yet .soon my daughtei even 
once. Not that 1 wanted to, but still. 

By this time, my mother said she 
had an idea She said, .someone she 
knew had a daughter studying in the 
USA, a girl who had got a gitvn card 
If 1 could marry' that girl, 1 could settle 


abroad without all this trouble of wait¬ 
ing tor my wite's parents to provide 
me with the dollars or ot being saddl¬ 
ed w'lth an ungrateful wretch who 
refused to listen to reason and who 
kept running home to her parents at 
every' slightest problem 

I said, "Bui how will I get a divorce? 
I don't think my wife's family will let 
her give me a divorce " 

My mothei said, "Why bother with 
a divorce? Don't you read the new.spa- 
pers? There's a much simpler w.iy and 
everyone does It " 

I said, "You mean " 

My mother said, "Yes " 

Foi the tirsl lime in my life 1 argued 
with her. I begged her, I pleaded with 
her not to ask me to take this course. 
"It's wrong," I said, "it's .smtui to take 
.someone's life " 

But she did not budge She said, 
"When you have a di.sease you have to 
cure if by killing the germs " 

1 cried. I foujmt, I went down on my 
knees and touched hci feet, 1 .stopped 
t'aling my food But she was like a 
riKk. She, so small, so frail, so white 
haired, was like a gieat mountain 
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made of solid diamond and I was like 
a dung beetle in front of it, trj'ing to 
make it move. 

In the end I gave in, I gave in What 
else could I do? 

1 wrote a sweet letter to my wife, tell¬ 
ing her how much 1 missed her. 1 said, 
I was willing to .settle for half the 
money now, in rupees, and forget the 
rest, we'd work out something I 
.said, 1 needed her in the house and 
that everything would be different 
when she came batk I said that even 
my mother mis.sed her. My mothei hel¬ 
ped me write the letter 

We have a^^allish flat, just oft I’nn- 
cess Street in nombay There are two 
bedrtKims, one with a bathroom 
attached and one with a large veran¬ 
dah and some fresh air coming in My 
mother had that one, becau.so ot her 
breathing problem When my wife 
came back, she would have liked to 
stay in that one because ot the baby 
and the need for some more space, but 
it was important tor the plan my 
mother made that we should stay in 
the .same small bedroom 

M y wife brought the baby back 
with her It was lour months old 
by then and ouife sweet Sometimes 
when 1 hold the baby 1 toll something 
shift inside me Babies ha\’e that effect 
There are so small, so weak and yet 
they can reach into the hard plaivs insi¬ 
de a human being and .shift something 
there I don't know how th**}’do it My 
mother told me not to hold the baby 
too much or el.se 1 would get attached 
My wite brought the money b.u k 
with her in a suitca.se It was the old- 
fashioned type, the kind where the 
side.s are stittand unyielding, and the 
locks are the kind where iher 's a 
small flap w'hich has a sort ot flat loop 
in it 'The loop fits into a slot on the 
lower front side of the .suitcase w hen 
the case is shut, the little flap is held 
down and the Iciop pushed into the 
slot, where it :s held in place by a bai 
which can be slipped back and forth 
with the aid of a round button-shaped 
relea.se-!evcr When the suitcase is 
locked, the lever is fixed in place, so 
that the slotted loc'p cannot be releas¬ 
ed from the bar You knenv the kind 
My mother's plan was that we would 
put some sleeping powder in my 
wife's cup of coffee at night, lock her 
and the baby into the betlroom and set 
fire to the room We would leave ciga¬ 
rettes around to suggest that my wife 
had caused an accident while smoking 
in bed. If we did it late enough at 
night, no one wciuld notice the smoke 
until it was much too late 


We decided to do it on the first 
moonless night after my wife's return. 

I was suppo.sed to go away on a busi¬ 
ness trip, lor which reason 1 had a 
couple of bags around, suppo.scdly to 
take with me on my trip, but actually 
meant to carry the money My mother 
would have to stay behind in the 
house, SC) that she could see that before 
the fire came to anyone's attention, 
she could unlock the bedrewm door, 
so that no one would suspect anything 

Also, it would seem as if her own 
life have been in jeopardy, and that 
she would convince people that a 
genuine accident had taken place. 

Kverything went as planned. My 
wife didn't su.spc'ct a thing We had a 
hearty meal and my mother made a 
show of preparing the night-cap of cof¬ 
fee The baby was a bit peevish that 
night ^nd I wa.s walking her up and 
down to make her slet'p I thought 
about vhal was going to happen to 
her I felt bad about it 1 felt I couldn't 
do this to such a tiny little thing. Then 1 
tell to thinking about how it is that 
women, who are after all, so much 
smaller, w'eaker, stupider, loss import 
ant than men, still manage to survive 
in life How they endure Girl children 
get less food than boys, they get atton- 1 


tion from their parents, yet when you 
look around, there are so many old 
women around, apparently so many 
of them do survive. They say that 
women live lunger than men 

I thought of myself, and of how big I 
am, and of how 1 am not afraid of 
anything. I thought of how much 
mbre power I had than this tiny creatu¬ 
re in my arms. I thought of how easily I 
could snuff her life out and how she 
could do nothing, nothing at all to 
harm mine. 1 noticed that she was 
asleep. Her lashes seemed to tremble 
slightly and her skin seemed fine and 
very delicate I felt something shift insi¬ 
de me. 1 reminded myself that I was so 
much bigger than her, so much stron¬ 
ger than her and I took her quickly insi¬ 
de the bedroom and put her in her cot 
and shut the diKir benind mo. 

My wife said she would go to bc'd, 
because she was f«?eling tired She offe¬ 
red to pack for me, but 1 said that 1 
w'uuld manage. She went inside I sat 
in the dining room with the video on, 
waiting for her to tall asleep. 

Soon all w'ds quiet in the noiisc, and 
in the building It was already about 
one o' clock and my first flight was bv 
Air India, one ot their cheap internal 
fares to Delhi My mothei came to ipe 
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and said that we had better get on with 
the plan. 

1 took one last look around, then 1 
spilled a bottle of my wife's nail- 
polish remover on tne carpet near the 
bed, let the cigarette drop onto it and 
noticed with satisfaction the flame spr¬ 
ing up 1 had about 15 minutes to trans¬ 
fer the money from the suitcase to my 
two bags. 

I put the suitcase up on the dining 
table, got out the keys and unlocked 
both sides. I wondered whether my 
wife would wake up at any point or 
whether the fumes would get to her I 
had arranged the bed clothes so that 
the rest of the nwm would bum before 
the flames reached her, so that she 
would die ot asphyxiation. 

I pushed back the button releases 
and — one ot them refused to move 

1 said to mv mother, “It's .stuck, 1 
tiiiiik it's lust .some rust Ot some of 
that oil - that oil you use on the sew¬ 
ing machine-- " 

Hut It was useless, it |ust made the 
front ot the case messy with oil 

Mv molhei said,' You should have 
done it before, 1 told you to do it before* 


I tried again with the key. I turned it 
around to lock and unlock the release 
lever, but in one of my attempts I twist¬ 
ed the keys so fiercely that it got bent 
and 1 could no longer remove it from 
the lock. I began to sweat 

My mother said, "Why don't you 
take the suitcase with you? Why do 
you need to transfer the money?" 

1 sat down, my head between my 
hands "I can't take the suitcase with 
me because ..because ” It seemed 
such a silly reason now, but 1 had 
thought it would seem incriminating, 
if 1 came back with the suitcase in tow 
It was a huge, bulky suitcase and I had 
thought it would be easier if tfic 
weight of the money were distributed 
in two ca.scs 

"Break it open," my mother was 
saving, "take one of the big knives and 
break it open " 

That's when I heard the sound of 
glass breaking 

It came from inside the bedroom, 
and for a .sickening moment, 1 thought 
maybe my wife had woken up and 
was breaking open the windows But 
oven as I leapt up to go and listen at the 
dooi I rt'iilised It couldn't be that, 



because surely she would have made | 
some other sound, surely she would 
have tried the bedroom door first. I 
stood outside the door, listening, try¬ 
ing to understand what would 
make that sound 

I 

Then 1 heard the baby. She had woker* 
up and was crying. I 

She was screaming Of course, 1 ! 

couldn't hear her very loudly, becausQ 
there was a crackling sort of noise insi-l 
de the room and the door was quite i 
thick But I could hear her She was ! 
screaming in that way that babies j 
have, hall-way between rage and fear, ■ 
she was screaming for her life. 

Literally 

1 remembi‘r that my mother tried to 
hold me back from going in to get the 
baby, ti* make her stop ciynng, but I 
was already opening the door Or try¬ 
ing to Of course, it wouldn't open. 

Too hot, right? Right Some small 
piece of melal inside the lock, now 
expanded out of shape, no longer 
accepted the teeth of the key last a 
tiny bit, nothing much really, nothing 
compared to the si/c of my muscles or 
the strength of my fear, but enough. 
Fnough to keep me from being able to 
open the dtwr in time to stop the bay 
crying Fnough to rum my life 
Because the baby's crj'ing woke the 
neighbours up. Then they saw the 
smoke, coming in through the 
bathroom ventilation shaft. In panic 
they came up Ic* our flat and when we 
viidn't respond to the doorbell, brake 
the door down and lound me and my 
nuitlior and the .suilca.se full of money. 

M y mother died I'f a heart tailure 
shortly atler the tire brigade 
ai rived that night 

My wife and my baby survived, but 
ot course they are no longer mine, my 
I in-laws prosecuted me susce.ssfully 
.ind sent me to |ail on the evidence of 
the neighbours, wiio were able to say 
that they caught me in the act ef trying 
lomordei my wife 
And so I si t here in my squalid c'ell, 
which ! sluire with .seven other men I 
watch the ants So small and so 
industruiiis 

And 1 am da^/led that the.se small 
things are - - what is the word’ So 
sieiidfast, .so incoiruptibJc', so pure in 
then piirpoe 7’hey ha\'e no t.i.sk but to 
■ stay m place .ind to do the things tor 
which ihev has e been designed. .And 
in their sm.ilhic’.ss, m then modesty, in 
'■ then lack of ambition, lhe\ have 
strength 

The strength ot small things ■ 
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EMt Coot C \' 

Puulli Exprws 
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Bhutenawtt-NBw Delhi RNdhml B^pna mi 

’ i|t •», ' r'l *1 

Nm O^-flriulHnesMi Rijrlhanl Expisn ' 

I'l'V.-ini iAiii.l.'v .I'h 

GumMI - Hosnh - Trtwndnin CsMial BqHsn 

Vm .l.if viih 

Trtvindnin Csniral - Hasnti - Gtrolae Bonn 

I'dliirMy or.', 

CocMn Hartnui Tamihius - GuwatWI WaOdy 
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GuMhad - CocMn Haiiuur Terminus MMriv 
EimM "■ .; I" ."1.1 ■■ .i-i 
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BKXJRIES; For round the dock lirfbnndlon at E as tern Ralhwy and 
Souilt-Emeni RaHmiay trains, ptam dial 220354&-54 tor IrHXtnino trains, 
220353&'44 tor sli oBiar Infonnatlon For IntorniaBon atwut raeaivabons on 
Eaatsm RsUsm anil Soulh-Camm Rslhmay balin, dial 220M86-3S00 (from 
8 am Id 8 pm on wealaliya and 8 sm to 2 pm on Sundays and qazst 
tod hoHdivs)- hi adMon, dial 1331 (tor recorded InfonnMIon on train 
running^ 131 (regardfrig train oneratlons) and 13S (reganUnp niearw- 
Ikina). Train aatwM anquiry at Saddah 35035.35-37 
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•KETCHES 


POTTED HISTORY 


yX'hat the cliattcrin,^ classes are talking about 


B egan life a^; Samuel IVpvs 
way of winding up a perteef 
day by putting it down on 
paper But there are those 
who suggest th.it the diary h.it longer 
antfHTedents th.in that, and that the 
hrst diary v'as kept bv the 
Neanderthal man in the form of a 
stone tablet on which he notched his 
conquests (i.o every visit to that cave, 
dragging a h.ipless woman by her 
hair). 

Gained world-wide fame as; The 
Diary of Amw I uvi'n, a haunting 
account kept by a Icwish teenager of 
the years spent m hiding with her 
family The Nazis were on the 
rampage, and the Pranks were hidden 
away by some friends until the thieat 
from Hitler subsided 

Sanjay Singh 


This week: The Diary 

Natural progression; After the diary 
as liteidture. it was only a matter of 
time betore we wore treated to the 
diarv as literary device The most 

famous.anil peihaps the funniest — 

example of tins genre w'as the Dianes of 
Adrian Molc.^y Sue Towmshend. The 
outpourings of a boy growing up m a 
working-class dysfunctional home in 
Fingland, these are firsl-ratc studies of 
the turmoil of an adolescent mind 
Caving this close competition is The 
I '>iii!y of a Mad Houseivife, a tragi-r.oniic 
stud V of a woman m her mid-thirties, 
willi two young daughters and a 
husband 'vho has lost interest in her 
The w.u she i opes with this mid-life 
cj-i.si-, MiMiii all right, but nobody can 
iiiiss th*' underlying pathos 
The Ind laii version: The one that 

Anne Frank 


achieved the greatest notoriety was 
the diary kept by Amita Modi, then 
the wife ot badminton star, Syed 
Modi. The diary was produced in ' 
court as evidence after Modi was 
murdered, and appeared to indicate 
that Amita and Sanjay Singh, a friend 
of the couple (and referred to as S2 in 
the diary) were having an affair. 

And why would anyone think that?: 
Well, you know how people 
are . Though the fact that sample 
ijuiiles went something like, "S7 cami 
twice " didn't exactly help 
The case for Amita: Well. Tallulah 
Bankhead did sav: "Only gocxl girls 
keep diaries Bad girls don't have the 
time.'’ 5io, maybe the diaries didn't 
chionicle a hot affair after all And, 
like Amita said, they were merely 






•% 


Amita Modi 

huiltisn's that slu; had wntten di'wn in 
idlf 

So, did they turn out to be clinching 
evidence in the murder case?. Mot 
ouitc Sanjay Singh wa.s acijMiitcd ut 
me charge of conspiracy ot murder. 
Amita moved in with hiip t'only a 
good tnend, you undei.si.md') to get 
over Ihe trauma ot ht r husband's 
death and a few years later the tvvo 
marni'd quietly and are now )oinliy 
raising Amila'sdaughlei 
Perhaps, there's not much wrong 
with diaries, after all: Wrong! Wrong! 
Wrong! A.sl. ..ny politician and he w'lll 
tell you that they are the root ot all evil 
aiid should be banned torthwith. 

Well, at lea.st, such people as arms 
dealers and industrialists should 
certainly be prevented from indulging 
in such practices. 

Arms dealers?: Now, don't tell us that 
you've forgotten Martin Ardbo 
already? Yes, we're talking about the 
Bofors executive who kept a detailed 
record of the company's Mov itr.er 
deal with India, to the extent of noting 
down how much money had been 
paid out (as kickbacks or political 
contributions: take your pick) to those 
negotiating the deal. 

Who benefited the most?: Well, 
strangely enough, it was a man who 
hadn't been paid a sin^e kroner: V.P. 
.Singh. He resigned as toance minister 
from the Rajiv Gandhi goveniment. 


against the Prime Minister 
Eventually, he formed his own 
political parly and became Prime 
Minister ctf India after the general 
election. 

What happened next?: The V.P. Singh 
government fell within nine months 
and after a brief interregnum when 
Chandra Shekhar took over as Prime 
Minister with support from the 
Congress And once the Congress was 
back ill power, Bofors was given a 
quiet burifil, though not before 
intrepid investigative journalist 
Chitra Subramaniam had gcit a book 
out of it. 

Latest installment: Why, the lain 
diaries, of course, m which 
industrialist S.K Jam has apparently 
kept detailed reairdsofhow much 
money he paid out to which politician. 
And lo make things easy for the 
investigators, Jain obligingly referred 
to the politicians in cpiestion by their 
initials (l.K A for L K Advani, for 
Mistance) 

Ilic government response: 
Narasiiniia Rao adopted a lofty 'the 
law must lake its own course' 

''ition. and the CBI iharge-sheeted 



I P.V. Narasimha Rao 


The politicians' defence: £iome 
denied taking the money; others 
agreed that they had accepted the 
payments, but that these were in the 
nature of political contribution (in 
layman's terms, money lo fight 



The Bofors gun 


seveial of his mimster.<s and such 
stalwarts of the Opposition as BIP 
leader, T..K. Advani. But contrary to 
what most people had imagined, the 
acaised succeeded in getting bail 
(unlike poor Kalpnath Rai, who 
landed in Tihar after being charged 
under T ADA). 

The public reaction: It could be 
summed up qo’le accurately in two 
words. "So wnal?" 

You mean nobody cared?: Not really 
The general reaction was, "Well, all 
politicians take money, anyway So, 
who cares if these people did, too." 


elections with). 

Did this make sense?: Most certainly. 
In the absence of state funding, Indian 
eledioi's are fought with the help of 
contributions made by industrialists. 
And while it is true that these 
payments .should be made by cheque 
and should be accounted for, it is a sad 
fact of Indian pilitical life that they ore 
invariable in the nature of cash 
hand-outs. 

Bottom line: After the usual 
sensational headlines, this too shall 
pass Afterall, howmany ofiis 
remember Martin Ardbo today? ■ 

iy 




N N E REYE bej an daruwall/ 


AHes 

March 21 - April 20 

' I’lcinrsh.i s.i'i’s, I lift 
III .1 Ik'ikKI.II t. t.lkl' 

thf initi.itii’)-' -uiJ 
(li.lt will help vnti til 
jii’l wink iliini- Iiipilf?-l r.iinis 
n.ippi tinni.itiDii pniniiM’^ 
nunii’V. mm.inir .iiul o slut- nl 
,i;iHiil link, so iii’ir'lSiirv tnr 
sini;iilji SHUTS'- \i'ivs ihk) 
ltH'Ss.ij»i's will hr III till' lllmiist 
iiiJjI'iUmii’ I'll Arirns T.ikr 
I'iiri' of hiMllli 

Taurus 

Apnl 21 — May 20 

Vi'iiU's viiiii ni.iin 
KBgr pltiiirl IS in OMrllrnt 
' with 

's.Hiirn po'inp, \ nil .1 
I li.mi i' lo m.iri \ pi’t rni’.ipi’il, 
I’lili'i mil) pill tnoisliips, 
ill" rliip . nntdit.s .inj i uliw.itr 
lili'iiils. its p.iiiiriii'is I iillii dll' 
'osrs I'.iiiinri, wiOi j possihlr 
•i.ip-ini'i IS hki'h .mil shmild 
piii\ r hrnrlii idl dii J 
pillp )srlul 

Gemini 

May 21 -- Jun*^ 20 

M.iis hrjps vini to 
ro.i. h out t' I piiipir 
.iinl pl.iii's in d 
pKiniliiisr iiiiil p.iinliil 
u dv I hdl modns mi)iu“\ rwn 
inrpd hiii'ks klill'lri-n, 
pninuilioii/|"i'rks, sixii'ildlii r 
ViMiliiR-s. .1 lu'w hipJi in 
priilossiO'i, riiiri'<imnii''H .iiul 
diiiusi'iniMils drr itic olhoi 
dSfH'i'h lit lln’win'k Thri’dltiil 
I’ll lots ind\ iduse miIIrill 





Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

Ihi'kfv IS m proiip 

dltl''ll\, 

I dnidi dilorir. 

_ siH idlisinp, the 

dhilily to pi't dionj; diul hi d 
li'dm person Non will 
ii’ildinK swmp It Di'dis, 
(i.irisdi lions, iii'polidlioiis, 
mil ol '.mill settlrinent'. dre 
ilii miiii'dtions Children, 
iiohhies .I'lil eri'dto e veritiiies 
pivi vmi delipht 

Leo 

July 21 — August 21 
ik 1 I roll I ren loll lon- 
trolled deronii'iii'ls 
to mdssivi orRdni'. 
inp lo lliphts ot 
t.i.ii \ -nil hi vmir i-normoiis 
idnp.i’ the moon inniiiiiils 
(lij'itei, the pood hiik pldnel 
't'l's I'.ipilei dlso helps voii m 
i')dll"rs n Idled to house, 
home iilMi e, lenoi'dtion deio- 
idlioO '.lulls divl millI's "tour 
wil will dd//li the diii.lienie 

Virg€» 

August 2? — September 22 
liiui ni'vs .ind 
I'olldhoi dlloiis 
dppe.ii tdled 
M.itli'ts leldlfd to 
pills tdves, lepdi'u's, 
endowments dtid |oiiil-tindiiee 
mdki' voii hjpp\ Do I'speit 
honev diiiJ nionet, d 
loinhin.ilioii hdid lo heltei \ 
pioposdl ol oltei i omes lo 
\ oil .AiiepI it Those III 
diithoiilv will dehniteU help 


s 





Libra 

September 23 — October 22 
J You will not be 
mired in d.irk 
turmoil hut rdther 
, i 1 1 rid d new zest and 
|Ov in life Fvpeit \our he.irl to 
quiver, vour nnnd lo bend, 
\our iniapmdtion to liil the 
sk\ In short, expect chance, 
nionet' and l.miilv lo enneh 
voiii lile, savs I kine.sh.i Ttmne 
diid oitice dlsii come in tor a 
possible tdci'litl 

io 

23 — November 22 
The preat love ol 
vout Ide IS on 
his,'hei way that is 
ithe.'shi has not 
done so tar this vear ,'\ntu ip.ite 
love, life, Idiiphlei, expenses, 
deals I ontrdi Is. soilabcirations 
meets, inlerview.s, <‘utilips. 
reiiiliviitis III'p. It unions .md 
seltleiiieni Quite an armt.il 
leallv I ins is also the time lo 
di'vou \ oiirselt to W'Ork 

Sagittarius 

Novembtir 23 — December 20 

.While lepal issues 
a.'ii,l fiosers .lie 
possible, )ust 
reinemhei thesi i ,in 
and should be sorted out .\ 
mp, .1 |iiuinev. a merttnp 
should help vmi to turn thinp' 
ariiimd Avoid biava'dlo aiiil 
I'lustei. keep to adjuslable 
siheditles as chanpes aie 
certain anst he ready U) .'reale 
vour own Llemand 





: Capricorn 

I December 21—January 19 
^ The new moon 
^ brinps about .i fast 
torward in bu.siness, 
trips, art, teachinp, 
lolipious rites, trading, 
courtship and marriape 

■ Children will pilay a piivota! 

' role ,ind that also means the 
I hirtli ol a liiild. (Jroiip 
di tivilies will be ideal and are 

■ tlu'ietore to Iv eneouiaped 
Suidl status so.irs 

Aquarius 

January 20 February 18 
f.xp'et I <1 ina|or 
piromulHin it m 
si'iviii' ,1 loan it m 
hiisiness, or <i new 
iitlii I' II m piclession 
I’toperlt niatteis are disimellv 
hwmni'd lien a hmisi* m 
iilhie Ill'll e I. iM'l iinhkeh 
I'lenlv ol 1 oinmiitinp and 
sliiinlini; I-, soiii lot 'i hose in 
ti'di hmp p'ro.,i limp and 
puhliciK w III laiiiel' 

Pisces 

r-etnuriiy 19 -- Match 20 

Mill w III he wiirkinp 
and also pla\ >np on 
t .11 lou. Ii'i I'T. 
siniulldiu'i>ush but 
till- two mam ones will he 
irami'V and love I xpi'il 
tivmendous )i)\, thanks to 
chiklieii, an impiorla'il joiirnet, 
a possible mllahiiialion. 
Iradiiipaiul hiokerape Hobbies 
will havi' an extia dimension to 
them 



BIRTHDAYS 


MtU'Ch lOt MiKin tnne Sun-Saturn tonnatinn says play j'our 
criivis well, you will, and tlia« reach th»' top. be it Irwe, money, 
sports, launch of an industry or an idea 
March] t: Moon square Mercury could Itsid to 
misiindfmitandin^ and conflicts, intetidonally or othOTvisc. 
Secret deals and hnances aiuld well be go hand in hand. 
March 12: Moon's last quarter could ftie your imagination 
consideraWy. But others, including family members and even 
wellwishers may ru»t quite agree with you. 

March]3: Moon trine Venus leads to comforts and creativity, 
lust st^e that you ace not dieated or Jcceivitd Family members 


may not see eye to eye with you Thosr* m arts, research and 
rlicmicals do wdl. 

Marcht4: Moon, mind. Jupiter, good luck, hold hands 
giving you freedom of expression, passion, enthusiasm, ability 
and willingness to go all the way and acertaln confidenoe. 
March /A*Mercuiy sextUes Jupiter ushering tn a lot of 
opportunibiM and avenues .sav, marriage, promotion, hitter 
learning new ventures. Let your mind open out and unfurl. 
MarcnliS: Muon squares Venus making for expenses, all 
sorts of connections and ties. Avoid the use of drugs, go slow 
tm drinks and take good care of healdt. 


r.,\qiiisitc ctnfl'>m,insliip in lntcrnjtion.il Stnnd.ii tl 22/22 k,ir;U gt'ltl .nul 
, tliaiiioiul jcwcllciy. [Jc.iler in prccimis .nul .nslroh^gic.i! sloiu's. 


P. C. C H A N D R 
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JUNIOR WHIRi HAL KAUFMAN 



DUEL CONTROL! Untairt One person above 
seems to have a big advantage. Draw lines dot 
to dot to complete (Ai^ture. 


DUD LETTER! Just scrutinise this sentence 
very carefully and it can be quickl)f determin¬ 
ed which letter of the alphabet is missing. 
Which letter? Answer in 30 seconds. 




UFOA-GOGOI -- 

A skywalcher |3 ^^9 

claims to have .wott- 
ed a formation of nine 
unidentified objects 

(see diagram), each *-*1$ 

bearing a respective 

number, with num- q 

bers of each row ” I ^ 

having a total of 33. ___ 

Unfortunately, our pal could not recall exactly 
where each of the numoers appeared in the group. 

See if you can puzzle it out. 
Remember, each row totals 33. Each number 
shown is used once. 

tl '1 (.1 'V'<> ir'L'VI - •MM)|Jll|''llH| II - UJU.! -) 



PONDER THESE 
NO-SEE-'EMS! 

SEE HERE, folks, you may not 
be able to see what's described 
below, but all four subjects, assu¬ 
redly, are familiar ones. How 
quicl^ can you identify them? 

1. Though I can't be seen by 
you at all, I can be heard and 
will return your call. (See 
illustration). 

2. Hellof>. goodbyes, and in 
love I'm dwelt, 1 can't be seen, 
but I can be felt. 

3.1 walk, I run, I work, I play, 
but I can't be seen on a cloudy 
day. 

I. I'm something that no one 
ever yet did see, that never was, 
but always will be. 

Out of sight, out of mind? You 
decide. 

^ SI lAlsUr ss.*ttn iloA 

ptpjl<) %%OJ>OIUOJ^ ^MOj^WlfSV i SSI1| \ I 

















OMICS 


//CMiTV 

Xw'-») ^ontpmLu 

iJt ??/ CHAI* 


ARCHli 


AlvERCmE SURE A ( uET AAE GUESS.' 

HAS SOW } ___' 

LCT/6LV SIGHTS' / 




BLONDE r) CNO, BSUNSTTB^ 


OH. NO, A NEW BILLBOARD •) USH ■' I'M CALLING »V STATE ?AWD IF THEV CAWT SIGN TVCSE PETITIONS' I Ml ETESOEE? 

it SPOILS THE View FBOMy THIS IS REP.'MV CONGRESS- t GET rT DONE, CAU TAKING THEM TO CITV / DOES HE _ 

UOOltOUT POINT' .WAN'THE PRESIDENT' \VERONICA'S PADCOUNCIL'WE'U HEMOVEVMEANABCHiB? 


UOOICOUT POINT' 
fHlS5P»C£ 

foe 





that EVESORE/ 


[l^ 


JUSHSAOS OWAl 1 HAVEN'T SEEN HIM £>£ W'EAA'. »» WHAT ABOUT j UNIT'S STARTiNG^S'®^^ , 

BEAL CRUSADE'yTHiSWORKEDUP Since ' voi 7 ^ ~1 VOUROUTRAGe? j -HD GROW > v M'OANJElX 

- ->J—that TIAHE I GAVE OUT, TOi^tIVar” ' U6iV BILLBOARD '.IV^ON t T-TIT^ 0 


. FREE PIZZA SAMPLES'] 






DECLAReO A TRUCE'l 


CALVIN AND HOBBES tl Vv'ATTERSON 


Ca 


^ WB59* 


HCM »tiour HOW? 




/ HFV MOM, CNN 
\Jt PftWt NCS»l»^ 


cwTN. 





P f 





OH wt simo oar wults 

WIRONG WITH T OO HOWf.y /• 

THAT'S TT.MOH.'^ 
/ QOlWEWW 


W &2 





l? 2 rv! 


'CWSIMIACKNOUN®. Y 
lU^lOCKONCERTVEICOP J 

vjttn HoeeK M*t> <-- 

ME TO <50 GET waP’ TMECAB.MDM! 

-VT wows, OHTVEn! 


lOOK AJ- AJJL TVESE CARS ) l^r 
liCHNe. BT noojDts . . VaMo 

SIOPPIH& TDHEOP _I 

V^r-r"LETS, BVOW THE HCCM^ ! /XPoUIk 

ff (Tl hambe scmeome j I fNKKst 

I ' Vs WILL COME £ “'ailffi!? 






soMEOMt sfopnj).' 
MtRi. Heax^f.' 


■flwC/NAMT METOCAU-A 
J, CVTCWTSUCK.LMX?^ 


aSST CMl-THEraOCC 
(MO RERSE AM 
V. VNFAMnCtfJC r-'' 







GARFIELD ■ JiM OAVIS 




















































THi ADViNTURES OF LEGIONNAIRE BEAUPEEP 












































LET’S JUIAP IN OU« 
CARS AND DRIVE TO 
ANOTWEB BART DF^ 
TOWN/ 




FORS6T IT.' I 
iCMECKED AND THE 
> WHOLE CITY’S 
LBLAClCeD OUT/ 



HEY, WAIT' I HAVE A PORTABLE TV THATJI 
WORKS -OFF CfP A CAR BATTERY / 






SO SET IT, 

, C?UICK // < 


m 













II 


SHOULD WE tell 
THEM T^_BDWER'S^/W 

HAVING SUCH 
FUN OUT THERE... 
LETS JUST 
WATCHING OUR 

———^ ^ MOVIE --- 




■ ^ " 'L-' 



1 ^ 






. ■ ®' 4 
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Both were on display in Calcutta, as Bengal tried to popularise its 
weaves, reports RajUtkshmlBhaUacharyya 


I tw««^peitiap«,oneof 
^ most am^ng 
lections of Bengdr s 
fabrics ever Fi^ 
tnesmensn^ mtlshns to 
goigeouttfamdanfs; friniK 
ous Daducnam to dtjicatdjr 
woven kathas, cnsp fassats 
toedinictang^— 
d'tesi^ and mme, were 
riiowcased tn a sontUIatn^ 
fashion show The eve nt 
wia jointly hoBted by NIPT, 
the ptcmicr fashion insti¬ 
tute of this country, along 
with die mtnisbroltexb' 
lea, six apex bocues of 
Ben^ iUid a bunch of hijgh' 
ly buented destgnera— 
Aruna Ghosh, Kuhelt ftoy, 
Asha Baksin, Nandita Dats- 
gupta, ^ata Rbychow> 
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f^otographs fay Arko Patta 



(finny, Swaima Dua and 
Anju ^vtnaui-«-and 
sundry weavers, (fyers, 
priniera snd fidmcatois. 

Choreogiaphedi by 
Koldnacin, file show at 
Hotri Au^it AfiWt^ 04* 
(»tta, had idt the dsauntr 
olaskiajlorevetfit TheMsy 
escttavagansa )M7 
Ihhruuy, *96) to sianir off 
die wcafin irfBSngaH VtSft* 
ves asKl cxsAsmsesUlp saw 
228upetwbdidb>^ 
tiha(hN«(ppni^ 

tAfoNhdfia^. 

BvchSsfiwkJiOfisls 










xattMte |ro0i Ra Wtolts 
X^> JlColiHKn «rare«^ti^ 
(h Mitte aliades of pate 
alive kvwy and bdgfi, (Mr 
te)d aiin Mack. (Mmuoeoir 
mmauUtuNioitae 

Theoig^^aeguenoe fash* 
ton phantasmagoria had as 
Its just oifenngr tka 
centu(ks-<rfd kaniha C()|lee* 
don htdiiding dvr nakidd 
kandut, quiltted ka^ and 
iwtMdapas tainarsfl>)es 
Imvc weiO the delicate 
attar scented ooKmnesdad 
betwem Murshidabad 
sdks coiqded with khadi 
muslma. 

The second eomptised 
zardozi, hand-pakiled tu«* 
sar and )ute4ytended 
fabrics. The sequence di' 
maxed wtdi an eco* 
fnendly plaid bousersuit 
made of nand*wo ven 
febriccai whidi vegetable 
dye had been used. 

Western wearinthiscatego* 
ry wsk marked by patterns 
that owed a lot to Sandmke* 
tan Asaifittuigtrdmieto 
the hand*palnied ccDec* 
bon, a dnuotabc diuridar 
kurta was done up in kalei- 


hne.]ftuaedlMkafabaaldc 



set Ihe adk lehef^pi dtoli 
however left a lot to be desi¬ 
red What was most s tr fl k- 
ina was dw more formal 
ladfes suit for summer 
wearinmatka Tenoentta, 


hi and onfotal mollfe that 
had mme sunk ifdo obso* 
Je^cenceffi MitnddcUbad 
but was later revived by 
Shuvso Ttuifcur m the Porti¬ 
as, Ht along with Akshay 
Kumar t>as of Bishnupur, 
worked to bnng back die 
feet heritage of Wnehaii 
ut they ave now bade in 
vogue have come to be 

^miMmrmous W)^ 

The coioius were very 
'nuxism'', wrdian dumd- 

rniceof gtr^ newroae, 
beigft tHiwk, mi^«t|^tb)ue 



da;Eiatfwc«k.NsdutaItits* 
ear and blade topped the 
(XkEkKticm'aeweni^ 
enacaddes AndarVt: 
stuiuaiddd a phluant 
tiQd« jto (ha p(Ooeedia(|^' 

of vm«t 

aiklmthhiabtnndhadb^ 

hundtii{*(hai|ie^^ 

* 1lWiddi!dsisi|w^lK^ 

lyV I mwaMB 


whcdeenteiahla. 

lackets, (nnjtseesaiul 
dress shirts hi ydlow, gtey 
and blade weiegivVntreft- 
(fy silhooettes to suh die 
sartonal pteierenoes of 
todays executives. Sices 
and bags were made of 
jute, and the lewehery was 
matohrm teiracotta, 
threadwork and silvm 
hl^ee 

The fourth was a zaiiooi- 
lection ^lerwamsmadeot 
resham were redolent of 
thenostalraof19lhoi9MU' 
ry zammo^. Salwars in 
od»e and zanwoikdazzl- 
ed the onloaker as did the 
mauve jacket and die typi- 
cdly traditioAid dhakka 
dh<m l^leto wilh creases 
aadstanhediohUk 

The hf^ was tm aU*biacfc 
atiitoann arid winter ooRbe* 
donwhJdt emphasiaedlen- 




andatm^^auisaddedde- 
ghb(9 to dm WMSier and 
atnssaprieswecepaiud 
<to* wl^^ aiu»feunduttee- 

*1tS^(Ndiinlh)e«vaaaii 
scKmddteaatthMl coteuxoiEd' 

ati4 red^n^hhilin):^^ 



isitt 


snmdfdh 

nrcutswi 

ittciama:-< 

laattost; 


peariSi meenskundansroxi* 
disedmetalsancUsoIdadd- 
edglttztodiegai^cdlpur* 
«d range of (he show 
Thesevendi collecikm 
etmtsmedbihegrey 
rmnoufiago prmts on cot-' 
ton twiha oontbhaed widi 
beatridully knitted T- 
ddris. l>enhnsdMped whh 
^ptiitorW«9Hptt8he 
lacie gavcdiatbre^ kxdc 
jku tSHianar and i^giring 
^hnwciy cn^ifli and 
piiehds omnhtaM dto s^ 


and maroon 
Ihoi^ the des>gn.sof 
the dothes weren't exactly 
breatbtaUng (mostot 
them, however, had a 
certain preemon and were 
<p»teweatabfa»]t, the range 
and colour of tm matenah 
defuutdy were Perfu^ 
now, th^ fabnes, hitnerlo 
unCnqfitored, and languish¬ 
ing in local bastnAmas, will 
create a splash m thw 
country's nixy couti ue 
dront ■ 
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MAKING MAGIC, NOT MOVIES 

7?ie*DiIwale.., director, Aditya Chopra, is a private nmn, says 
Lata KhuhchaadanL but he knows how to appeal to the public 


W hat do you do after 
you've delivered the 
box-office hit of ail time? 
Well, if you're Aditya 
Chopra, the 24-year-oid director of Dil- 
wttle Duthmtiyc Le Jayange, you prompt¬ 
ly go underground and put yourself 
beyond the reach ot the press. All 
requests for interviews are turned 
away by parents Yash and Pam 
Chopra, and Aditya himself never 
comes on the line. 

When he's finally lured to the 
phone after being assured that he'll be 
left alone after a short conversation, all 
he comes up with is: "Well, I really 
have nothmg to say." Push him a little 
further and he conctnlcs, "I feel very 
thankful to God for giving me thi.s 
success " 

But what made him deade on mak¬ 
ing yet another boy- 
meets-girl-and-parents-get-mad kind 
of story? 

"I've always watched films," 
explains Aditya, "where a boy and 
girl meet and fall in love and then 
when their parents protest, they run 
away. That always bothered me, what 
did they do, did they ever meet their 
parents again? I wanted to make a film 
where the pair do not run away but 
marrv with their parents' consent." 

The young Chopra, who wrote the 
story for the film himself (though thi>- 
rc's some di.spule over that: Honey 
Irani claims that she collaborated with 
him), began his career in films as his 
father, Yash'.s, a.ssistant. Dtlwaii’ Dulka- 
niya Le Juyenge was his first movie as a 
director, a fact that makes his success 
even more creditable. Of course, there 
are those who suggest that Aditya 
merely copied a tried-and-tested for¬ 
mula and came up with a thinly- 
disguised remake of the mega box- 
offioc grosser. Hum Aafikf Hum Knuu > 
But not everylxidy agrees with this 
perception. 

Says Taran Adarsh of Tradr Guide, 

"In ^llywood, the saying goes, 'Hit 
hai to fit htti.' So, even if tlw film 
reminds people of Hum Aapkr 1 lain 
28 



Aditya Chopra 


Koutt ' ultimately that's nut important, 
the iTitertainment value of the film is 
And Diluvle . is not just three hours ol 
fantastic entertainment; it is one year 
of fantastic entertainment. Aditya i.s 
brilliant, and that is an 
understatement." 

Arcoiding to Adarsh, Sooraj Barja- 
tya and*Aditya Chopra are the future 
of Indian anoma. "You can mention 
llieir names with the best filmmakers 
we have had: Kaj Kapoor, Viihanta- 
ram ..'Phey have pro\'ed that it is not 
technique that works; it is the quality 
of the film that makes people sit in a 
dark auditorium for three hours." 

Indra Kumar, the director uf such 
hits as Beta, f>il and Raja, agrees: "We 
think that the younger lot nave no 
background of traditions, but today it 
is the young directors who are moving 
away from sex and violence to films 
that can be walclied by the whole fami¬ 
ly together. Adity a has obviously been 
inspired by fkioraj Barjatya, but the 
film he's made is incredible." 

ovies have always been a pas¬ 
sion with Adilya. Even when he 
was a little boy, he would spend oiunt- 
less hours watching films. Says his 
mother, Pam Chopra, "Hindi films are 
hLs life blood, though he watches 
every kind of movie. When we travel 
abroad, he's the first one to hunt 
around for a good film that is playing 


and see it." 

Pam remembers a time when the 
entim family was watching a movie on 
television ^ddenly, Adi^a, who 
couldn't have been more than eight or 
nine years old, said, "That's a crane 
.shot." His parents were aimpletely 
taken aback by diis kind of comment 
fnim a young boy. But Aditya was 
obsessed with the movies- he would 
write .stories, develop scenes and 
lecount them to us, show us how he'd 
worked out a script. 

Perhaps his love affair with cinema 
IS best illustrated by an incident that 
iK’curred when Aditya was still in col¬ 
lege. He was sitting for his B.Com final 
exams, but on the day ot the first 
paper, a Inal run of Jo feeta Wohi 
Sikandt'r wa.s scheduled. The show 
was due to begin at 3 pin, and Aditya's 
paper iitdt'd at 2 pm. But since the 
theatre whi'ie the film was to show 
was some distance away from the exa¬ 
mination hall, he finished his paper 
halt an hour before and rushed to see 
the movie. 



Yash Chopra with wife Pam 






Says Pam Chopra: "He's a completes 
iy commercial bachdta. He must see 
every film on the first day, sitting with 
die audience in the theatre. Of course, 
he has my husband's influence, but 
he's different in his approach. He's not 
sophisticatediust for ^ sake of it." 

But Yash Chopra, Adilya's father 
and producer of Di’/awle..., is unwill¬ 
ing to take even an iota of credit for the 
movie. Says he, proudly, "I have con¬ 
tributed nothing at all to the creative 
side of the film; it is fully Aditya's 
baby. 1 was just the producer." 

According to Yash, his son was com¬ 
pletely sure about what he wanted in 
the fite, and which actors he wanted 
to cast. "He had Parmeet Sethi in mind 
for the villain's role, and ndjody else 
would do. Then he had to have Mandi- 
ra Bedi and Achala Sachdeva. Next, he 
made it a point to explain to each actor 
and actress himself, so that his percep¬ 
tion of tlie role was passed on to them 
He's done a better job than even 1 
would have done. He's pul everyth¬ 
ing in the film The background of 
family life in Punjab was so authentic 
that it surprised even me He has rare¬ 
ly been to Punjab, he gets all this from 
his mother." 

Pam Chopra is cautious enough to 
point out that they should not get carri¬ 
ed away by one hit, oven though 
nilwalf... is not a fluke, ronsidcring 
how confident Aditya was during its 
making. "If at tune.i I was not convinc¬ 
ed about something or did not agree 
with it," she says, 'me'd manage to 




A ailK hom Di/iv^OulhaniyaLeJayenoe 


don't know what allows him this con¬ 
viction. Maybe, it is the fact that he's 
watched so many films, has gathered 
so much knowledge about the 
movies " 

I t was this courage of ronviilion that 
helped Aditya win the respcci of his 
actors even though most of tnem were 
senior to him. "It was as if," says his 
iond mother, "the film was running in 
his head " 

Anupam Kher, who played a pivo¬ 
tal role in the movie, agrees whole 
heartedly "Initially," says Kher, "he 
was a little embartassed because he'd 
just graduated from being an assistant 
to his father to becoming a director, 
but I don't think he was uasuie at all. 
I've known him for the past eight 
years and he's always been singularly 
passionate about his work, lx‘ it the 
story, the screenplay or the music. Eve¬ 
rything is an obs^sion with him, and 
m's also smart enou^ to know what 
is popular, what worn with the audi¬ 
ences . And his conviction comes 
flirou^ in his work " 

But if your first film is such a pheno¬ 
menon, then wouldn't everything 
after flul be something of an anti¬ 
dimax? Ramesh Sippy, who has to con¬ 
tend with beir^ kiiuwn as the Skokiy 
director, so many years after flie 
event, feebthatpeople should not bur¬ 
den the young Chopra In this manner. 
"What he has made is a lovely film," 
says Sippy. "And die success ratio of 
this film should not be used to judge 
his subsequent work. His films should 


be judged as individual films, and if 
they're lovely, well then, they're love¬ 
ly. Dilwalf . should not become a baro- 
meter for the rest of his work " 

Like almost everyone else, though. 
Sippy has nothing but praise for 
Aditya's first him. "To the extent that 
this is a romantic film," he says, "you 
could say that he is follovs’ing his 
father's footsteps, but he has his (>wn 
individual approach I was very 
impres.sed by the way Aditya showed 
two different lifestyles- the Western 
atmosphere and the homecoming to 
India, so that the contrast could K* 
highlighted. It is veiy ronlemporary, 
very' tiiday, and yet he has shown the 
traditions and values that need to be 
adhered to, respett for elders and the 
well-being ot the family." 

That's not to say, of course, that 
Dihvle... is a perfet.1 film. The char al¬ 
ters are somewhat stereotyped and 
theendmgischched and even inexplic¬ 
able in many ways. Hie central char a. - 
ters who have been defined very 
strongly in the film, suddenly start ail¬ 
ing complett;Sy out oi character. Shah 
Pukh,lhe tUiwaiii and his ev«i more 
flamboyant father, Anupam Kher, 
.suddeiUy bow out of the struggle for 
fiwdulhtmiya without any explanation 
being profferred On the other hand, 
Ami^ Pun, who has remained stem 
and unbending throughout the 
movie, undergoes a sudden change of 
heart, and tells his daughter to follow 
wherever her love leads her. 

But this is, after all, a Hindi film. 

And with it pulling in crores, nobo¬ 
dy's complaining. ■ 
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iappia^pmtf kis time, the 
Imt in Indian ci^ history. At pres^^. 
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b^fpmemt 
Flawing nay ginmdchtidKit 

lal b sreatest luDtr 


Who or whatthaa bottR fhe gMateat 
faflaenca in your life? 

MyhrothttSuieAand ibuai 
Mody. 

What do yon dMike aaoti in 
ottam? 

Inahioerity. ^ 

Wha» do y«Mt didikc mbrt in 
younelf? 

Cracking fokes die expense of 
odaeia. 


How would you 
like to be 
remembered? 

As a gentleman 


What ia yooir anoaf predotm 
poa a earion? 

My wife, 'Sun-Son'. 

What otifccla do yon always cany? 

Modiing in particular 
What makea yon nwst depreaaed? 
Poverty. 

What do yon dMike otoal on your 


What is yonr favounle touna^ 
Overnigttt flight tu Lonacin 
vrhat is yeorlayiHRfle dfonn? 

Sitting in die Royal Bw at Ascot 
widi die Queen. 

What is JFOUr nfe^bnate? 

Arnvmg at tne cndte court at 
WindyJedon with no moiiiets. 

WIM or win b dn gicaifesi have oi 
yovBfeT . 

WlSnSynirt soutce of ansfenanref 
Fandlfe, unity and love. 

On wtiHd tHKadsua do yutt He? 
Oniiaottcbtyoocasi^^ - 

WlntfevisvaaiaicdWnMl? 

llMXdidnTv^lSarnrtd ' 
adiicve.mcee... ■ ■ 






What is your 
favourite dream? 


Sitting in the Royal 
Box at Ascot with 
the Queen 
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irtjEnict dasMT peopk : 

'iilu! jbltvt^in 
l^iM^ rioMs', Umiarf 
• pB^odMbciuy,^ 
bujk'oflndBiai's po^idatkm. 
tnidBfe tfteb tMmMy pltea 
on <dioeHMiing buogete; 
beiitt kuroed «ci Ihnt ia 
«naD>lmdget hotidft and 
■tfiewbkMabuwhcrtiday 
homes mat'Mitt: Aairputae 
With stdartes whkn do 
not match hi^ standainis 
of living, Siam travellers 
have to satisfy d^emsdves 
hy meetly looldftg at the 
pictures ^ dwse ritzy 
hotels. 

Partiut PrmHm MbdaJt 
Hawn^ 

u The cover stofy was an 
unkind joke on me 
readers; for how many ai 
them can afiotd fliat kind 
of luxurious 
aocommodatkin? 

’nhese hotels are meant 
for'people who have unac¬ 
counted monev or for 
people whose tioliday 
expenses are paid by ocHti- 
pauties dtey woitk for. 

If die Magazine is so info 
tested in givh^puUkify 
to diBM hot^ h sihodla 
oome out vridk a special 



FknHriarlaxurir 


issstewhkhwlBIteclrGttlat- 
edin die right drcidt. 

OibstUte 


. il Thanks to die goyeiiv- 
merft's eocmomic ifodfa&a- 
twn polii^, die tourism 


itidusby has received a 
boost luce never before. No 
Wonder dve-star hotels are 
mushrooming all over 
India. As diey aue oonstnio- 
led wltha view to attract- 
ii^ foreign tourists, they 
match intunational slan- 


'' t Was ftnprlsed you 
Ondtted OdcuHa's.Hptel 
Hfridusdian Ifoetnational 

SMrifmar) 

if the rkh, peofde who 
lim'e money ki abunclanoe, 
can etqHBtlment wide five' 
star hofokt favouring one 
and dtectHdingdie odwr 
jfor one reason or die other. 
But foe die poor, fiveWar 
.hiring is a 1^ dream. They 
can read a lot Wiout luxury 
holds but never get the 
opportttnify tostay dieie. 
Mi Mt/u A e Kmnu^ Sahm, 
bitaime(W.BJ 

■ There is somediing real- 
jfy nostdgic about Cuout- 
Wi^Oliercri Grand. During 
die days the Itaj this 
bold was the ftoest haomt 
of die Britisheis. DetpMe 
die passage of time a^ cut* 
turwl changes over die 
years, die Grand has been 
aUe to retasn its old wotld 
dumn. 

Dtbm»itk SeM, 

ColcMtte 

M Middle-dfoss readers 
may not have even heard 
of TO holds you have men¬ 
tioned, let almie sta)red 
there. So what is the use of 
such cover stories? 
SamilBMayee, 

Caicutbi 
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? PAGE 6 

I . . . . 

^ THE DAYS of Lata-Asha dominatiun in the 
8' world ot Hindi playback singing is over; it is 
now Kumar Sanu and Alka Yagnik wVio rule llio 
roast m Bombay Profiling the two singers, who 
interestingly, started their canvrs in CaUutta. 

PAGE 26 

DIF. INDIAN market, too, has bect>ine 
eco<»nscious. 

Kumar Sanu and Alka Yagnik 
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The riew Vitfeoctxi 21 BozorAa 
ho\ kxids ot exclusive fcoluias 
^ lliol moke It the loi^il ieilinq 21 ffSl 
G'kiur IV in India fake lot example the 
Bu/'mItq V'VoijIpi a breijltitiinugli m wopfot techiK>lcigy 
1'f.ir !(.',hilx! Coip'rfotion Japan it has won wotld-wide 
orr.ii.in t;ii the Jistiiirt odvantape it oHors Ilte Bo/ooko's 
lir.iQK. nAT'iie Ixiss ehe'.t i.’vmi wrings to life fiequencies 
less flKir 6Ci I!/, hi iel yfju experience itie compk*- musK. 
range A Mol oul Full Vjuare Future lut« gives you the 
whcik' pii ture i', vibront coloui 

woiidr'i I’ i: tlic hrsl ctuvre oi dis^'erning viewers 
Ifxjking lor ihr' hr,> m u^untJ and pnlure quality 

The new VKiecx on 21 BowAa is designed tc, tuke your 
breath owuy. ony whifh vvoy you kxrk at it Bark or fioni 
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Gau'ATi Paioie 


Att^ Yagnik and Kumar Sanu dominate the 
field of Hindifilm playback singing, 
reports Lata Khubchandani 


SVilTCM ON THE TELEVISION SET, AND TUNE INTO ANY 
Hindi film song-based programme. You will dis¬ 
cover that it is impossible to get away from the voices 
of Kumar Sanu and Alka Yagnik. Eight out of 10 (if 
not more) songs will be sung by this pair, and in all 
probability, the two others will be st>lo numbers by 
them. Whether it is Kajol, Madhuri, Sridevi or Tabu, 
she will be crooning in Alka Yagnik's sweet, if slight¬ 
ly tinny voice, and the men, right from Anil Kapoor 
to Akshay Kumar, will sing in Kumar Sanu's Kishore 
Kumar soundalike tones. 

Much has been made and said of the Mangcshkar 
monopoly, of the fact that sisters Lata and Asha domi¬ 
nated the world of playback singing and kept every 
newcomer out of the reckoning. But few people seem 
to have noticed that another monopoly has taken 
over the world of Hindi film playback singing: that of 
Alka Yagnik and Kumar Sanu. 

They have not been dubbed the Golden Couple for 
milhing. It is beginning to seem as if Alka and Kumar 
have only to .sing a duet for it to climb inexorably up 
the charts; they have only to record a solo number for 
it to be nominated for .some award or the other; and 
they have only to announce a live show tt>r the tickets 
to sell out in a matter c»f hours (and that's as true in 
Mumbai as it is in Manchester) 

Perhaps, the best mea.sure of their inonopolv can 
be gauged from their performance at the Filmfare 
awards, the Indian version of the Oscars, and just a;; 
prestigious. Kumar ha.s won the Filmfare award h>r 
best male singer for five consecutive years, fnim 19*) 1 
to 1995, a record in itself. And w hen Alka won the Fil¬ 
mfare Best Female Singer award for Choli kc pci i'n iil’i/ 
kya hat, she confessed to being slightly disapptnnteti. 
And she had good reason to be. All the five nominat 
ed songs had been sung by Yagnik and she wms hop¬ 
ing to get the award for a .song t>lher than the Oiolt 




I'mei^yingitmore. I've also stopped 
singing for i^onal films, though I've 
sung a lot in regional languages earlier." 

Neverfocless, it is often difficult to 
get Alka's and Kumar’s dates for 
recording on the same day, so diey 
often end up^reoHrding th^tnls 
separately. The duet is then ^lioed 
together in the studio. Some may say 
diat diis has die effect of reducing 
spontaneity and even lessens the efi^ 
of a song. After all, a film number often 
acquires an additional resonance from 
die interplay between the singers. But 
in this age of digital hi-tech, and 
over-worked playback singers, music 
directors ate o^y too willing to make 
such ccHnprumises. 

And with ca.ssette sales mounting, 
and the songs themselves climbing the 
popularity dvarts, nobody Ls 
complaining 

H e may be the highest-paid singer in 
the business today, but Kumar 
Sanu stumbled into the field of 
playback, singing quite by acadenl Iho 
.son of Pashupatinaih Bhattacharya, n 
classical inusiaan, Sanu was trained to 
be a tabu player. But singing was 
always his first love, and he was 
determined to make it a.s a singer. I ie' 
sang at some clubs and community 
functions in Calcutta, where he was 
bom and brought up, before he deddtd 
to try his luck with Gulshan Kumar's 


QayamatseQayamaf Talc A landmark fltm for Yagnik 

Sarsaat: Kumar s tove fu/be love mein karfa boon became a runaway hit 


number whith had not made 
any great demands on her a.s 
a.singer But her dLsappointment was 
somewhat di.s.sipated when she won 
the National Award ftw Chunghat la’aid 
Sf. 

The two of them have long .since lost 
track of how many songs they have 
sung over the years, diough they 
conode that it would be far above the 
10,000 mark. Kumar Sanu, in fait, 
functions as a bit of a song machine, 
moving from oiw studio to aruither, 
recording as many as 10 or 15 .songs a 
day; his record, he .says, is 28 songs in 24 
hours. Rumour has it, he often makes as 
much as Rs 20-50 lakh every day, 
though some insist that the figure may 
be even as high as Rs 1 cron* 

Yagnik's day is just as hectic, though 
she says that she Is tiy'ing very hard to 
cut down on her commitments, "rve 
tried to mluoe the number of songs that 
1 sing because it was getting ton much 
spending the whole day piing from 
one studio to another," ^ says. 
"Nowadays, I've reduced my work to 
orw m maximum two srnigs a day and 
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T-Scncs labol. 

Saiiu went off to Delhi, where Kumar 
decided that he would launch the 
young singer as a Kishore Kurnar clone. 
T-Series brought out an album of old 
Ki.shore KumcU- hits sung by Kumar 
Sanu, which became one of the biggest 
gn)s.sers of the label, and laundied 
Sanu with tlie proverbial bang. In fact, 
such was the success of the album that 
an elated Gulshan Kumar gifted Sanu 
with a Maruti van as a reward for a job 
well done 

It wasn't long before Kumar decided 
to move to Bombay, in an attempt to 
make it in the Hindi film indu.slry. He 
didn't have to wait long; his first film as 
a playback singer Aashiqm, proved to be 
a runaway hit, some said mainly 
because t>f its succes.sful .soundtrack, 
and Sanu was on his way to the big 
time Today, he is the undisputed king 
ot playback singing in Bombay and can 
say with groat aplomb, "I'm expecting 
to get the hlmfare award tor either 

Tiijlie ih'Uiu h) ifi'h /iiiitin snmtni from 
I hl.iHilr DitliihimiUi' l-f oi Sawiili 

‘•iilnm ten jluYl .sc aaiikeii from Hiiw Sab 
Chin I lam or hiiY tajlK lia’c maw kiirfii 
h<\m from Ihir^uil" 

Strangely enough, even Alk.i Yagnik 
began her carti-i in Calcutta, where .she 
used to sing folk and filmi songs at 
cultural functions and the like "I have a 
very' cushy btickgronnd," admits 
Yagiiik today "And ‘.’ven in my carw'i' 1 
didn't have to struggle verj' much. 

Kumar Sanu with his wife 


Alka Yagnik 

Very early on 1 got to .sing for f’rakash 
Mehra's Immrjs The song was Men- 
au^uc mem lumhara kifu kmm hat, which 
became veiy, very popular I got 


immediati- recognition as a ri’siilt, and 1 
haven't looked back since then " 

Yagnik learnt .singing from her 
mother, who i.s .i classical singer But 
Alka hersT'lt was never really inclined 
towards classical singing "I eiijvived 
light Singing," she says, ".uid as a child 
used to be stuck to the i adio all dii v, 
imitating singi-rs like l.ala;< and Asha/i 
1 love to .sing romantic stift numbers, 
and 1 think they suit my voice " 

Yagmk became really busy atter I'-'Sti 
when she sang foi iCauamal Sc Qax/ninui 
Tak Says Alka, "My voice sec*ms to go 
well with a lot of heroines, 1 tlnnk it 
particularly suits .Madhuri Dixit, |uhi 
Chawla and K.aiol But 1 have sung ii>r 
almost every heioine In one sen >c, 1 
guess I'm lucky m this industry it is hits 
that count, other things are less 
ininortant " 

Yagnik cona*des that per cent oi 
the songs that she has snug with S.inu 
have biH-’n runaway hits "I'eoplc sts’in 
to likens togethei," she savs u'leriing 
to the popularity ot then duets m siu h 
lilms as Ram, Pin-mat, ha'im. \n'm an.i 
CoahcNo 1 Sanu adds, "1 veil uilli 
such tilmsas .Ah’/c Hum .Uc/c Inn, 
which were not so well apprei uled. (In' 
music of the film was noted and liked " 

While Sanu has given such filnii hits 
as Plioh bhali hiilkt tSabx-c P,titi! Kiiihnh ' 
and 1 u mile dil Unlc n 'iwim,d',, lu' als'> 





brouj'hl uul a I'Min-tilnii album iii 1995 
This pnvaU' album, called Ntfslw, was 
produced by Time Audio, and did very 
well actordin^ to Kumar "All in all," 
says Sanu, "1945 vva.s a f»(H>d ye.ir tor 
me." 

P rofc-ssionally, Sanu may have done 
very well indeed, but his personal 
hie was a bit of a moss Mis marriage 
broke up very acrimoniously, with 
Kumar moving out oi his bungalow, 
named Aa.shiqui after his first nil him, 
leaving^s wife and two .sons behind 
His wife, fob her part, moved ixiurt to 
ask foi half ot Kumar's income, which 
she said amounU'd to nearly R.s 1 crore 
every day. 

Sanu IS very bitter about his marital 
hreak-up, and is liable to rave and rant 



A still from the film, Cnmmal 



Kumar Sanu 


about his eslr.ingt\l ite at the slightest 
provocahon Ihssistei has, since then, 
moved in with him to look alter bis 
hou.s«‘, and thi’re have been i umours ot 
his involvi'inent with \ arioiis starlets 
(Onesuih stailet li.id lierc.ir windows 
smashed by Sinu's irate will* / 

\'agnik's personal lite is tar happier, 
tliough It is not very i onveiitional I let 
hu.sband and children live bark iioine 
111 As.sam, while Alka is baseil in 
Bombay where she works h.ird at her 
carcvr She makes Iretjuent trips to 

U) 


Ass.un to be V'lth her lamilv and they 
11 ime down du ring the holidays as 
wi'll And so tar, at least, the 
ai rai ig'emml seems to woi k 

But ivhalever the difference in their 
domestic arrangements, both Yagnik 
and .Sanu are universally regarded as 
being (he pick of lhi‘ lot as far as 
playback singing is uinci-rnod Sivs 
nuisu director Anu Malik, "They are 
\ erv popular t<«iay, their songs are 
liked by the public, and that succc’ss is 


very important Alka's voice suits my 
tune-s, and shi* is able to mould her 
voice to suit ;my aetress which is one 
reason for her popularity h’or the 
dulcet kind of songs, both Kum.ii and 
Alka aix.' very gomi You amid say' that 
theie IS an Alka\Kumar monopoly in 
the film industry, but it isa ainstrucbve 
one " 

lahn l,alit, whocomposisl the music 
of/li/:iwi/c Pulliwnyu Lr haveti 

different perspective on the situation 
"Yes," they sav, " Alka and Sanu are 
definitely the most popular singers 
today, but actually ti.«dav it is the songs 
that do well and not the singers I oday 
singers can't haw a monopoly because 
it a number is goiid it wiB do well 
irrespi'Clive of v/ho smg,s it Singers are 
important but the public accepts a good 
song despite them " 

1 nat mav be one point of view, but 
there aren't very m.iny fvople who 
subscribe to it After all, it it diun't 
matter it Sanu sang yoiii song o,- Sonu 
Nigam did, then producers woi Idn't 
be paying a bundle and wailuig tor 
months so that Kumtir could do his 
stuff before the microphone And it 
Alka was gist another singer who has 
incidentally delivered more hits than 
anybody else*, then Kavita 
Krishnamurthy would have as many 
films on hand as Yagnik. 

But that's not how it is. Both in terms 
of their pay packets and number of 
movie's on hand, Yagnik and Sanu are 
mile's ahead of the compt'blion And if 
you have any doubts on that score, well 
then, you can always rely on your own 
ears. Switch on the television or turn on 
the radio; the voices that will 
reverberate through your livmg room 
will be those or Alka Yagnik and 
Kumar Sanu ■ 
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very viewer hds a very private and per¬ 
sonal relationship with the television 
sot, even when he is watching it as part 
of a group After all, each individual 
has unique feelings, responds diffe¬ 
rently to and absorbs the messages of 
television in a distinctive manner We 
might, therefore, be watching the 
same programme but our reactions to 
It could he diametrically oppos'te 

What we are currently experiencing 
is a dravving-riKim revolution of 
almost contradictory dimensions 
Telev'ision is changing relatioships 
within the family and even outside it 
t )n the one hand, the trend, mention - 
ed earlier, ol families owning more 
than oiu' television set and acquiring 
more viewing options suggests that 
j"H'ople living in the .same house are get¬ 
ting increasingly isolated from one 
another 

Simultaneously, our study found 
that people believe that televison has 


the power to unite people and help 
them share similar experiences, it is 
commonplace, nowadays, to discover 
an entire family sitting and watching 
TV together either in companionable 
silence or talking all the while. 

Television has also become the 
focus of social interaction on a larger 
canvas Many of the mothers we spoke 
to, rather shamefacedly admitted that 
it they were invited out to dinner on a 
weekday, they did not leave the house 
till 9.30 pm— much to theii husbands' 
annoyance— because they wanted to 
waten their favourite soap opera. 
Someone should have told them that 
they could have watched it along with 
their hosts! The father of a three-vear 
-old told us that he had decided not to 
opt for satellite TV^ 

Becau.se everywhere you go in the 
evenings people are si> bus\ watching 
TV that they have no time for vou. 
We've been invited to people's homes 




only tt) tmd oursi'lves sitting in silence 
wtilching Santa Barbcru or something. 
Is thdt what we'if meeting tor? Mignt 
as well stay home and watch it. (At the 
time t>f this study Santa Barbara and 
Tilt’ ItoU and the Beautiful were aired 
iiom Kpm to^ 30pm.) 

Also, coming home to find everyo¬ 
ne engrossed in The Bold and flic 
Beautiful is not my idt*a of family life. 
Bi'sidos, if people can get so involved 
in what's happening in the lives of a 
handful of tV characters who are not 
even liJ*kan why can't they show 
more interest in what's happening in 
the lives of ptniplo around them? 

1 elevision's ability to simultaneous- 
Iv unite and separate people worries 
man\ ob.servers jerry Mander, for 
one, describes rather eloquently how 
TV' isolates human beings. "Televi¬ 
sion encourages .separation, people 
from community, people from each 
other, people from themselves ..it 
becomes everyone's intimate adviser, 
teacher and guide to appropriate beha¬ 
viour and awareness Tnereby, it beco¬ 
mes Its own feedback system, further¬ 
ing Its own growth and accelerating 
the transformation of everything and 
everyone into artificial form This ena¬ 
bles a hanilful of people to obtain a 
unique degree of power '' 

Mandcr's obsen-ations could just as 
well be about the modern urbane Indi¬ 
an home A young working mother, 
who IS away from home between 9 am 
and 7 pm. outlined her normal even¬ 
ing routine- "1 get back, have my bath, 
then begin to help in the kitchen We 
now have two TVs and are thinking of 
getting a third You see, the men want 
to wdtcli sports, whil«' my mother- 
in-law and I want to v^atch serials like 
The Bold and the Beautiful My fivi'- 
yeai-old daughter gets irritati'd if we 
switch channels from MTV and Hmd' 
films songs programmes which she 
en|oys Instead of having to listen to 
her constantly say, 'Why aren't you let¬ 
ting me watch?' w^e may as well mvest 
in anothiT TV " 

Many people we spoke to, said they 
would do anything to keep the peace 
at home H ven if it means spending 
another 12,000 or more to buy yet 
anotlier television si*t tor a 
five-vear-old. 

but imagine what life in such house¬ 
hold is like after 8 30 pni, w'heii ma|or 
chores aie over dinner is no longer a 
family affair at the dining table It is 
now eaten in front of the television 
The weirking mother (who has the 
.second TV in her bedroom) and her 
mothei - in-law take their plates to her 
riM>m rise men sit in the drawing¬ 


room watching sports The little girl 
usually joins the women but will .soon 
have her own airner and her own tele¬ 
vision set As she grows up, the little 
girl will establish her own spt.'cial rela¬ 
tionship with her TV set. It will be her 
companion, her surrogate playmate, 
compensating for other activities 
within and outside the home Evi¬ 
dently, family life is no longer what it 
was even five years ago 

% 

MEALTIME IS TV TIME 

O ur earlier observation that dinner 
was a popular acconipaninienl to 
TV-watching was confirmed when 
more than 5(1 per cent ot our respon¬ 
dents (the figure rises to aimerst 60 per 
cent in the 8 to 15 years ago group) s.i id 
that mealtimes wore synonvrnous 
with TV time This figure drops lo ju.st 
under 20 per cent in the case of ihe 5 lo 
8-year-old.s largely because this age 
group eats early and }’resumably goi s 
to bed early too 

The ealmg-as-you-watch-TV syn¬ 
drome, our research .sliovved, was 
most pronounced amongst the aftlu 
ent families and least pionounced in 
families that are less pro'ilegc'd. 
Children in the 8 to 1.6-year age group 
frc'm middle cla.ss and affluent homes 
said that watching TV. partu ularly 
over dinner, has become the norm T’a r- 
ents admitted that they found T\' the 
best nic'nltime baby-sitter, specially 
for children who are fussy about thi‘ir 
food De-scribing their evening routi¬ 
ne, .several adults saui that dinner is 
increa.singly' becoming a casiiiil atiair 
It i.s not always the coilt’Clive, oii- 
the-table or on-the-floi*i family event 
It used to be 

TV watching does not, howevei, 
dominate mealtimes in lower class 
families where eating is not a leisurely 
pastime Many children < mosllv'^ girls) 
told us that they are actively involved 
with household chore.-, ihroughout 
the evening They help to cook, w’ash, 
serve and clean; TV time is, iherefoie, 
restricted and, generally something 
they indulge in after their chores are 
ove- In families sueh as these, dinner 
IS a one-lime affair, being cooked and 
served hot as it comes off the stove 
What else do children do while 
watching TV? Well, when they're not 
eating they tend to talk More than 40 
per cent of the children in our study, 
claimed that they chatted to one ano- 
thei or others, repealed things they 
heard or saw on the picture-tube and 
even enacted some of the scent‘s Soiiie- 
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limes, they adimlled, they even eii|oy- 
ed a giHtd tight' 

* 1 1 f 1 

GROWING CONC ERNS 

tv’levisKin ..iid children s dt'pen- 
di nee U|>on it (or rocrealion have 
met eased, so has parental eomern 
about the etfci t on their children of 
ivattjiing leli'cisioii intliscnniin.itelv 
for king hours Some paienls, wlio 
earlK*r regarded lelei ision a^- an innoc¬ 
ent and haimless vv u ot kt'eping 
children on iqned, havt siibse^liienllv 
fhaiig 'll iheir minds riii parents tit a 
three-veai -olii vvh(> has giowii uji tin a 
rich diet 1)1 lel(>visioii, say then child 
knows not only how to operate the 7 V 
.set and tune in to particularel-iannel.s 
oi pnigraiunies. but also how to have 
the local cable-tipt'ialor eontacted and 
summoned to sort out satellite and 
cable-related-problems That apart, 
the paienls are now beginnirig to look 
at television critically to sev if it might 
have anvlhing lo do with the waj their 
son has begun behaving. 

He's siuidenlv bi'come i cry aggres¬ 
sive, somewhat uncontrollable, and 
phi’sically ilemonslrativc in waystlial 
disturb iis We are wondering whe¬ 
ther Ins intakeul adult progiammmg 
on television and the high degree ot 
violen-ce that .satellite and cable incor¬ 
porate in iheir programming might in 
.some way be responsible for the way 
he is 1 ight now Me certainly sei’ms to 
be aping things that he .sees, but does 




i'<'t uiiclt'rst.i'\tl, .iikI II inakos liK' ditti- 
cuU .ind suDii-timi's 

Whtilu'i oi not iIk' hrhaviiuii »>( ihi*- 
child h.is ,1 (liU'i'l (.oirrlcitiiin willi 
\caichmj; r\' is dI loutsf mirloar 'I hi‘ 
111 ti']i'S'isii>n anil iiuici’d nt- lilms 
in proniDtinj.'; ,ij.'^rcssiv(, violent rcai 
hone lonliiuu'!. to hc.i contro'-i'rsial 
iseiiv Oitli'n'iit etiidivs ha'll eiij^Host- 
od either that there le evidence to 
bolster the claim that it does enioiira- 
m* \ loleneeor tliat such a lonoection 
cannot really be jmoved 

Nevorthi’less, existing data on 
chiidien and telovison suggests that 
we cannot ignore the }H>ssibilitv that 
there is a symbotic link between viol¬ 
ence onT\’ and violent behavioui m 
real lite For instaive, accoiding to the 
C'ltJTiniittee lor t’liildren's 1 elevision 
(Metro Detioit, USA). 

♦ Acts <>f viol' iice occur in si\ out ot 
1()T\’progianiines(on American TV) 
•■Cartoonsdepict four times more 
violence than olhei TV programmes 

• Researcli shc'ws cat toon violence 
produces anger, irrilabilitv and 
aggressive behaviour 

Recontly, a story m an F.nglish daily 
newspaper in India reported how a 
young.boy had severely beaten up his 
younger sister alter an argument over 
which TV programme should be 
walchcci His tactics and inspiration 
were from Wcirld Wrestling Federti- 
tion (WVVl'), a popular satellite TV 
and cable TV' progiamme. 

Whatever be the truth ot the matter, 
tor many parents the euphoria of 
enjoying acci'ss to sci many channels is 


now being tempered by a growing 
sense ot unease regarding television 
Most ol this aiiMi'ty relates to the hold 
televisitui has on children of 8 years 
and above Television bringing in 
new ideas, a culture that many parents 
are unfamiliar and unromtortable 
'vith, and diverting children's atten¬ 
tion <nvav from creative activities, 
sport.s and school-related work 
Sigmtuantly, wc discovered, that in 
spite ot their growing concern, par¬ 
ents are finding it difficult li' control 
their children's 'TA' viewing habits. 

WHO CHOOSES? 

n thi-ir responses to our que.stionnai- 
re, more girls than boys claimed that 
their parents decide what they should 
watch More boys said that parents 
were not conc»'rned with wnat they 
watched tlian did girls. 

This gc'nder bias might be due to the 
parental desire to protect girls from 
exposure to seaniy and steamy scenes 
and images depicted in many Hindi 
films and foreign and Indian TV seri¬ 
als .Safeguarding the purity ot the 
girl's mind and body is still consider¬ 
ed important by Indian parents Con¬ 
versely, It IS tclt that boys should be 
aivare of thi' facts ol life in ordei to 
gnnv up into men 

A class prcifile of viewing habits 
also reflects a gender dillcrenct*. In the 
slum and /m.s/i environments, children 
said thej' watched "whalev er was 
coming on lA’", adding that whcMi a 


choice had to be mads* it was the eldei 
males w'ho look the decision Mo-l 
children from these' nre.is said that 
their mothers rarely watched TV 
because tlieii "eyes hurt' , they were 
embarrassed to watch with the men ■ 
folk; because they could not under¬ 
stand what thc'v saw, or becau.se they 
simply did not have the time. In sharp 
contrast, children from affluent 
home's (particularly in the 8 to l.S years 
age group) indicated that they were 
iiiucn more in control of their TV sets 
and they often dwided wlial they wan¬ 
ted to view 

Simultaneously, close to HS per cent 
of the youngsters in the 8 to I s veai s 
age group, irrespective of class, said 
that they were regularly ad vi.sed not 
to watch too much TV When asked 
why they claimed their parents w'ere 
worried about the effect it could havi- 
on their eyesight V'ery few lecalied 
their parents objecting to television on 
the grounds that the programminj; 
might be unsuitable tor their age 
group, 

These responses si'i'm to indicate 
that the majority ol childri'n do not 
teel restricted bv activi- parental inter¬ 
vention 111 then 1A' viewing habits and 
that thev enjov almost unlimited 
dcce.ss to'IA/ at home But, in .some mea¬ 
sure, the children contradicted them¬ 
selves when in aaswoi to the question¬ 
naire, they wrote that there were seve¬ 
ral kinds of TV programming that 
their parents did not want them to 
watch. 

Significantly, more than 30 per cent 
of the children in the sample said thej- 
were under no parental guidance 
whatsoever with regard to jirograni- 
me selection, Hc'w many ol these 
children were merelj’ indulging m 
wishful thinking remains uncleai 

Ol those cvho volunteered iiilorma- 
tion regarding their parental objei 
tions to aTtain kinds ot lA' habits and 
programmes, 42 26 per cent said the.se 
were related to watching late night 
programmes and films Parent--, with 
whom we discus.st'd the issue, .said 
that late night TV' viewing eats into the 
children's quota ot sleeping hours, l(>a- 
ving them groggy, dilficult to rouse in 
the morning and inattentive at school 
They alsoobjerted to the 'adult' scnn", 
in such programmes 

Asked to identity programme 
which parents restrict them from 
watching, the children lisleil the 
following 

1 Late night programmes,' tilrns 
43 49 per c'cnt 

2 Others (This category includes 
adult programmes, WWF, M TV and 
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programme with sexually explicit sa*- 
nes); 14.20 per cent 

3 Violence and Horror-11 Oh per cent 
'4 Hindi films /films. ‘J.l t per cent 

In .spite of this fw’dback, we remain¬ 
ed unclear about how effective paren¬ 
tal intervention really is—even when 
it occurs. For example, a number of 
children mentioned that their parents 
had forbidden them from watching 
.several Star TV serials, including 
World Wrei-llmf^ Federation and The 
Bold and the Beautiful as well as the chat 
shows on DD which discuss marital, 
sexual or women's problems 

However, a tew cWdrtn, went to 
the trouble of letting us know in the 
questionnaire that despite the prohibi¬ 
tion they watched WWI' and the other 
programmes whenever they could 
Parental sanction, it would seem, does 
not always work 

TV DOES NOT 
DISCRIMINATE 


S everal parent.s, especially tho.so ot 
younger children, told us that they 
did not want their children watching 
'dirt\' sa;nes, condom and saiiilary 
napkin ads' or even campaigns for 
family planning Theyiclt uncomforta¬ 
ble about exposing their children to 
such issues. However, given that tele¬ 
vision does not discriminate betwi-en 
adult and child viewers, they find it 
difficult to prevent this from hapjw- 
ning Parents cannot always police 
their television sets or their children 
However, some mother said that 
although they were embariassed to 
discuss these issues, especially in front 
of other family members (especially 
the men), they were pleased that televi¬ 
sion was taking on tne responsibility 
of educating their children about them 
We al.so found that sometimes, de.s- 
pite the good intentions underlying a 
TV presentation, TV can be harmful, 
especially when children ire too 
young to understand the full meaning 
of the message delivered. For instance, 
a Bombay ad film maker found him- 
•self disturbed by a satellite TV ad on 
parental neglect of the child While he 
nad n ' quarrel with the .sentiments 
and the concerns of the adverti.se- 
ments, he felt a child viewer might end 
up harbouring unfounded resent 
ment against his or her parents merely 
because the context of the ad had not 
been understood. In this particular 
case, the ad was framed in a Western 
nation where child neglect was legally 
defined and puni.shable. 


Clearly, television does not take 
upon itst'lf the full responsibility of 
showing the right stuff to the right vie¬ 
wer at the right time, and where childr¬ 
en are concerned, the onus ot discrimi¬ 
nation lies essentially with the adults 
in the household If parental vigilance 
is lax or simply non-exi.stent, children 
tend to watm whatever comes their 
way. This is particularly important in 
the view of parental viewing habits. In 
a chance encounter on the Raidhani 
Express from Bomaby to Delhi, we 
overheard a mother recalling a recent 
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episode from a popular TV soap 
opera. Her eight-ycar-old corrected 
her as she went along Surprised and 
not a little annoyed, she asked, "How 
do you know so much about it?" 
"Well," replied the child, "1 was sitt¬ 
ing right there while you were watch¬ 
ing it." Visibly upset, the mother 
exclaimed, "But 1 told you not to 
watch!" 

As pointed out in the introduction, 
there arc positive contributions that 
televison can make to children's awa¬ 
reness and learning Not everything 


shown on it, is harmful; selecting the 
right programmes tor children to 
watch and discovering relevance or 
meaning in programme content is a 
conscious and demanding activity 

'1 otind out just howactivea rolepai 
ents are playing in influencing their 
child ren's programme choices and hel¬ 
ping them to get the best of T\', we ask¬ 
ed tne following questions* "Do par¬ 
ents look out for good mformativc- 
cum-entertaining programmes on tele¬ 
vision for their kids to watch’ What do 


they enmurage tlu-m to tune into? 

About (it) pel cent ot the 8 to IS yi>ar 
olds saiil they were encouraged to 
'watch rV" Asked to specify what 
they were urged to w.ittli, 37 per cent 
mentioned intorinative programmes 
on .science and international affairs, 
quiz/xs and the news bulletins I ,ess 
than 1 .‘i per cent ot the children, parti¬ 
cularly those in the 8 to 12 years age 
group, s,ud then parents e'lcourage 
them to watcli entertainment 
programmes 

However, from the toneot their les- 
ponses and troni the list ot piogranv 
mes they claimed to watch most 
frequently, it is evident thatcluldren 
resent parental guidance .iiid general¬ 
ly consider parental recommenda¬ 
tions to be boring This attitude may 
well be a response to the lack ot quali¬ 
ty programming on TV in areas other 
than entertainment 

Not a single child drew a link bet¬ 
ween learning a siib|(rt in school and 
lel.iled piogiammingon teli'Vision 
winch might make it more intc'resting 
Using television to enhani e legular 
learning is not usually altemjited 
either by schoi'ls or at home In anv 
case. \ erv few progiammc-s hear anv 
rele\'ance to topics in sc ii-nce, h'slory, 
(‘lonomics etc . which wimld awaken 
children's interest Since this research 
was conduc ted, some IV c hannels to 
satisfy / taiget the child audience and 
moie child-specific programming is 
beginning to appear BBC World bervi 
ce Telec ision has a number ol 
doeumentary, science and n.ilure- 
relateci programmes Ideallv suited 
lor children Star IV's scientific and 
environmental mtks are gieatlv 
aj'preci.iti-d by some parents and thf*v 
do encoiu age then children to watch 
them These proj-jammes/series are 
well made tasematmg and hold the 
child's ,ittention They an not viewed 
bv childien as .m imposition 

l-inalK and in the friclian context, 
tile most impi'i t.int T\' service isol 
couise, national broadcasting net- 
u’ork. Doonlarshan Conceivc'd of as a 
P"blK hioadc.isling s\'slem wliose pri- 
marv ami uas tii c'diuate an illiterate 
population, Doordershan lijs a hisio- 
rv ol educational ptograiiiming Tlie 
Uni\ ersiic t,I ants Commi'-sion 
(U( ;C) Iuns a one-hoiii >‘dui ational 
programme i'n weekdavs.and there 
aretegiilai class luiriculurn bioad- 
castson weekilac mornings 
However, thequalilyc-l such progiam- 
ming is laigeh poor and, a-' w e will 
.see in the next chapter, ftoordarshaiTs 
emphasis has now changed and ediica 
tion IS ni> longei a juic'ntv ■ 
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Sketches 

SIGNIFICANT OTHER 

A twiter look (it the better ha/res 

This Week: Jemima ((roldsmith) Khan 


E :^ly life: Was the 
iirc^imale 
daughter of Sir 
lames Goldsmith 
and Annabel Birlcy (after 
whom her husband Mark 
named his nightclub) Her 
parents married only when 
Jemima was around seven 
years old; until then 
Annabel lived with her first 
husband, Mark Birlcy, who 
has since been described as 
her only real love 
First taste of fame; As part 
of the famed Goldsmith 
clan— several wives, 
mistresses and numerous 
children— |emima was 
never far from the public 
eye But she became a 
full-fledged media 
celebrity when 
featured her in an article 
revolving around a pivotal 
moment in her young life; 
the purchase of her first 
haute couture garment 
A salwar kameez, right?. 
Er, well, not quite 
Jemima's choice was a 
long, black dross by the 
Italian designer, Gianni 
Versace, with a plunging 
neckline and a halter neck, 
which showed otf her thm, 
well-toned and evenly 
tanned arms to perfection. 
Did Invan approve?: He 
wasn't on the scene those 
days Jemima was busy 
dating various eligible men 
in her set, though not 
always very successfully. 
On one memorable 
occasion, the Goldsmith 
heiress quarelled with her 
boyfriend (who shall 
remain namele.ss) while 
driving on the motorway. 

The argument got more 
and more heated, until 


finally Jemima pulled over, 
a.sked her date to get out ol 
the cai, and drove otf. 

So, where was Khan, 
anyway?: Too busy 
consorting with such 
women as Sita White, thi* 
daughter of I.ord White, 
from whom he is alleged to 
have an illegitimate child 
Sita apparently tiled her 


best to gel him to marry 
her, even changing her 
name to one that embodied 
witeh’ devotion (Sita) 

.Alas, nobody told her that 
Ram was a I Iindii, not a 
Muslim, god 

How Imran met Jemima: 
Contrary to the general 
peiception, die (.oiiple did 
not meet at Annabel's, the 
nightclub named after 


Jemima's mother. They 
were introduced by mutual 
friends, and apparently, hit 
it off immediately 
Whirlwind courtship: 

And before you could say 
hwhullah, Imran and 
Jemima had announced 
that they were to wed Not 
surpn.singly, that set the 
papara/zi on their tail, 
though the couple 


Imran Khan with wife Jemima 





mjna};ed to throw them oft 
long enough to have a 
private uikaah in Pans (the 
registry bit had been taken 
care of in London) 

The Indian connection: 
TarunTahiliani, fashion 
designer and owner of the 
Bombay boutique. 
Ensemble, was assigned 
the task of making 
Jemima's wedding dress, a 
salwar kameez. Tahiliani 
made it in record time and 
flew off to Londoi'i, 
booking an extra scat for 
the 'dress'. 

Much to poor Tarun's 
embarrassment, howevei, 
the dress v\'as re|ected, and 
Jemima decided to g(' with 
a light blue salwar kameez 
designed by the British 
couturier, Bnici'('>ldtield 
Public reaction; General 
disma V in the popular 
priyis in England, at the 
thought ot a young English 
rose marr\'ing a 
middle-aged Pakistani 
roue Alter all, the 
argument went, how 
would poor Jemima adjust 
to life in piirduh after being 
biought up as a free spirit 

There was a strong 
anii-lslamic current 
running beneath all the 
ci iticism, though Sample 
cartoon Imran asks 
lemima's father for his 
daughter's hand Sir lames 
replies, "Why, has she been 
caught shop-lifting'’" 

And were the Pakistanis 
pleased?: N'o way Imran 
had always claimed that he 
would marry a nice 
Pakistani girl wiien it was 
time to .settle down And 
nobody could quite forgive 
him for marrying a 
foreigner, and a Jewish 
one, at that 

The consensus was that 
Imran had destroyed hi.-, 
political prospects by 
marrying Jemima; and that 
Benazir Bhutto no longer 
had anything to fear from 
him. 

The public relations 
battle: Imran and Jemima 
went on the Breakfast with 
Frost show on the BBC 
World Service to tell Sir 
David Frost—and 


millions of viewers—how 
much they loved each 
other, and how they were 
.sure that their marriage 
would work 

Imran did most of the 
talking though, dressed for 
some strange reason in 
cricket whites, and threw 
nervous glances m 
Jemima's direction 
whenever she tried to get a 
word in edgeways, scared 
}vrhars that she would .say 
.somclning that would be 
taken amiss in Pakistan, 
wheie the BBC World 
Si'rvice IS available 
Jemima's contribution: An 
artirle she wTote 
exclusively tor Ve^Mic about 
life in Pakistan According 
to Jemima, women in 
Pakistan were strong, 
independent, and had 
careers iif thi'ir own; there 
was no ciiiestion of living 
behind tlie veil 
She, at least, was 
enjoying herself 
inimenseK. gorging on 
what she called " kultit " 
(i'.i///i. presumably), even 
as ei'eryone called hei 
" \hiNi..'' the Punjiihi word 
for sister- in -law 
Was that all that she did?: 
Mo, leminia also did her bit 
lor Imran s pel project the 
cancer hospital he has built 
in his mother's memory. 
She invited Princess Diana 
to Pakistan to help raise 
funds for the project, and 
the Princess of Wales was 
flown over in Sir James 
Goldsmith's private jet, 
accompanied by Jemima's 
mother, Annabel. 

And did the publicity 
help Imran?. Well, actually, 
the visit did more to further 
the cause of Indian — and 
I’akistani— fashion. 
Princess Diana, Jemima 
and Lady Annab<‘l all wore 
salwar kamet'zes, and that 
went a long way to 
popularising the outtit 
abroad 

What next?: Who knows? 
Maybe an article in Vogue 
about another pivotal 
event in young Jemima 
Khan'.s litc: the 
commissioning of her first 
designer salwar kameez. ■ 
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AND RELIEF 



Prepared with a provei 
formula that induces deef 
penetrating action, Eutherio 
quickly relieves musculor 
oches ond poms, sinus, headaches, 
arthritis, backaches, neuralgia. 

What's more, Eutheria is ■ 

! Non greasy ♦ Non-staining ♦ Non-iniloiit. 

And costs 0 lot less then i1 should 

Cutheriaf 


Strong on relief. Gentle on cost. 
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Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

rhi' ninoii I'ndhli-'. 
V»tii to vi>ui wav 
IhrouRli 

manipulations says 
Ciani’slia Tlia most positni' 
and siiii'i'sslul louiso ot artion 
will lomc' (hroiiKh noikin^ 
with a j;n>up lowards a 
loniinon Koal, hv i( tmanci's, 
family values, trading, 
buying,/sollinii eiiUTlaming, 
wtioi'li^ di'afing and so tm 

Taurus 

Apnl 21 — May 20 

I L'lroiips will mvi’t 
I you more th.in 
’ haltvva,y as moon 
' coniuni ts Mercury 
so make it a social alfaii oi 
call in the I'amilv hir help and 
advKc this week, he firm 
You have a loi of povxer and 
pi'rsonal leverage, as ihe sun 
IS in your sign, a^Lording to 
Western astrology I earn to 
use that wisi-ly aiivl wi-ll 

Gemini 

May 21 — June 20 

I leave evp’nsi-s or 
ovemilhiisiasm m.i\' 
trip vi'u hecause legal 
inaflers eouki 
entangle you A si'eiyl attaii is 
mon- than possible 'si is a tnp 
It IS best to keep vtiur notions 
oficn If things do not i.|iiite 
move vour way, you could slide 
into a dittereiit situation or ball 
game “safeguard health and be 
leviurcelul 







Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

Good w'ei>k to apph’ 
managerial 
technic|ues to 
pei.sonnel issut's and 
posers I lavi someone come 
in, or you should lake up the 
role and give a wtirkshop 
leaturing ciealivili'. 
motivation and organisation 
hxpenses will N’ high but 
work will be done. Be sure 
everything will fall into place 

Leo 

July 21 — August 21 

, ^ Important I ompa- 

I nies can be involved 
I m youi success 

_J Your work will be 

your lite blotid and that's 
saying a U I The powei ol 
the written oi spoken word 
will be in sharp evideme 
Taitics must be forceful 
Someone who helps you in the 
beginning returns to help you 
111 the i-nd 

Virgo 

Augusr22 — September 22 

r I Journey, intuition, 

I edui ation and 
! n'seareh take top 
mOt I priority along with 
leiemonv and lonviviality 
You will most lerlainlv 
scheme and plan more 
caietullv and thus the chanis' 
ot success will dehnitely he 
greatei Bewaie ol a glitch, a 
dela\’ OI postponement Y'ou 
will work with a will 





Libra 

September 23 — October 22 
By March 17, 
money, investments 
buying, setting, 

_ shopping, trading, 

and journeving should present 
a deal picture. II you are 
dealing with two partners or 
people, one will hav<“ the 
golden touch while the other 
one will not be particularly 
helpful. I earn to use tlw 
connections of ihi- resoiiro'ful 

o 

October'23 — November 22 

Ganesha says, reserve 
your best shot tor 
March 18 Marrsige, 
collaborations, 
journeys and aintercmce find 
you in y'our element 
t’aiadoxica'Iy, court castss are 
also foretold Oi a grievous 
hurt brought ahout by a big 
clia.sm/difference in attitude 
and ojiinion It is this which 
maki's It an inli’iesling wix'k 

Sagittarius 

November 23 — Decembei 20 
Health safeguards 
w'on't hurl You will 
have a juicy hit ol 
inlormation that von 
doubt and nrs'd to use. 

Maybe, you have a siipeib 
idea that you need to 
implement t>ut do not know¬ 
how Let others help you 
Group elfoits will be helplul if 
you are willing to seeV. the 
help of others 


i£ 
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Capricorn 

Dec^ber 21 — January 19 

Take all the help you 
can as that's the wa\ 
to sucived You will 
stii'ceed through a 
partner or w'llh cormet 
information knowledge or 
education or both are mighty 
important now Do put on a 
good front for sure' even it you 
do not feel like it Time to 
sociali.si- hea\ ily as the mood 
in your family will be upbc-al 

Aquarius 

January 20 — February 18 
riiasig Home and the out¬ 
side world ru>w' 
i really meet in the 
sense that buy mg, 
■■ellmg. n-iiovation, decoration, 
ollue, house will lake up your 
tune anci energy and vet li will 
be essential to the success ot 
your work f’.el all the dui ks 
m a row- while wailing loi 
things to mine ahead 
ChildiengiM gieal jin 

Pisces 

February 19 - March 20 

Cniiid week to lake 
adv.inl.igi- ot 
siliiaiions as the\ 
ai'se .ind lacliiallv 
I li.inge i iiciimslames loi the 
better Actions j>av ott You lan 
gel a promotion with a largi- 
financial gam fn-lore IViembei 
laniiary Y'ou must reach lUit lo 
people and pl.ices to iisi a 
eliihe Ihis is dctinitely om-ol 
the most news^ weeks 


uniiuciiy < 
I'TiiEas’ 
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m\ 



BIRTHDAYS 


Match i 7: Sun cor^unetton Saturn textile Nqytune means 
avoid deptession and melancholia and do devel^ a positive 
attitude as it really boils doxvn to it 
MarchlS: Moon Jupiter sextile leads to exosnent 
oppoitunitiGs iac advancement, be it work, playi Iovq, iMdietv 
marriage osr a new venture. 

3tarch tHh New moon gives you the chance to really make 
it Atists, scholars, businessmen, farmers and pharmacists wiO 
be in dieir element. 

March26s Moon squate Jupiter signifies diat os Umg as you 
are not too hasty' and impulsive all will be well. Buyto^ selling,. 


and tcnovalir^ are very likely. You will be called upon to host 
dlnnets and parties. 

MarMdt! Mars textile Nepturw assures Anal victory and 
abundance. That is udiat life it all about You will xvork vin*h a 
wIU md do to jntdUgendy. 

Match 22t Nfetcury seetties Neptune, Mats cm^unedan 
Saturn means diese ccwld be a slight danger of an accident 
operation and depretston. It will pas.s away. 

MarckJS: $un*Ptuto trine assures power, pelf, position Y>u 
will teach out to people and places effectively. This is a 
duunping good year. Progress is certain. 


Va 


Exquisite cinlisniniiship m Intern.ition.il Stind.ird 22/22 kint gold and 
dinniond jewellery. Denier in precious ind istrologicil stones. 




.A jotvi’l ot jow cK 
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JUNIOR WHIRL' HAl KAUFMAN 



HARE THIS! Sweet dreams, Mr. Rabbit, but your 
turtle pal is winning the race Which path leads to 
the finish line'^ 


CERTAIN AGE! Take your age, add seven, 
double result, add 16, 'double result again, 
divide by four and subtract 15. Answer will 
be your age, whether you are 1 or 1(X). Give it 
a try, then challenge someone else. 


STRING ALONG! [7] I i I j-i I 

You are challenged - _ 

to insert names of five 2 J" N 

musical instruments_ 

in blanks at right, and 3 R 

do so in such a man-- 

ner that letters in r/ Jf" P 

squares showing ——-—• 

musical notes may be 5 KG 

rearranged to torm L-l- " -- 

the name of a sixth iiist rumenl — one of six letters, 
usually having six strings. 

Use five of the following five-letter name.^ to 
comply; Banjo, viola, piano, bugle, cello, organ, 
flute. 



IQBBM 



LION IN WAIT FOR DETAILS 

HEADS Ur, it seems the king 
of the jungle, at left has all but dis¬ 
appeared To restore missing 
details, simply draw lines in 
accord w'ith these letter-number 
coordinates' 

Begin at B-4, draiv to C-5 to 
D-5 to E-4. 

Start again at D-5, draw to D-b 
to C-10. 

Draw from C-11 to D-ll to E-7 
to H-9 to H-8 to J-8. Add E-6 to 
E-7; also add H-9 to H-10 to 
G-10;add G-lltoK-11. 

Draw from K-11 to K-8 to F-3. 
Add A-3 to C-2 to complete the 
task. 

If cravons are handy, add an 
appropriate colour or twee How 
long will it take you to finish"’ 



































































THE ADVENTURES OF LEGIONNAIRE BEAUPEEP 
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SHADES OF 
GREEN 

Hco-consciousness has come to Indian marketplace as tuell, 

reports Shameem Akthar 


S o, whm* docs c»nc start? Per¬ 
haps, with the Green tix>th- 
paste, Niranjan, which is spea- 
ally made fur vegetarians; in 
case you don't know, most other 
brands use htme-nsh Or should one 
bt'gin with (rfcen boilers, which con¬ 
sume less power than the amvention- 
al variety', or even Green refrigerators 
which are free of the cco-unfriendly 
chlorufluoro carbtms, and are current¬ 
ly being used by Coca-Cola in its can¬ 
vending machines Then, there is 
Arvind Mills' blue denim which has 
recently turned an attractive shade of 
Green by proudly sporting tlie Eico 
Tex trademark afhxed by aGt'rman 
consortium which certi..ed it a> an 
"hcologiidlly Uptimisi.'d Fabric" 

The inmi‘'*>'y of environmeni, rt•cl^ 
giii'.ing the {Hissibilities inherent in 
such certification, has alst> got into the 
act, releasing numerous advertise¬ 
ments to drive home the iniportani.e 
of having an is iv-rnark logo. This is 
designed in the shape of an earthen 
pot, and apparently serves as a "guide 
to the right environmental choice 
which signifies that the product that 
carries it. does least damage to the 
environment". 

To st'll the logo to stick-in-the-mud 
manufacturers, the ad appeals fer- 
venlJy;"Thc earthen pot symbolises 
the earth. And the earthen pot stands 
for man's inherent urge to create and 
preserve. Its solid and graceful form 
represents both strength and fragility, 
which also characterises our 
ecis-systcm". 

It urge.s coasumers to look out for 
eco-labelled products such as toilet 
soaps, detergents, paper, laundry 
soaps, fixid items like edible oils, tea, 
coffee, beverages, infant food, process¬ 
ed fruits and vegetable products, lubri¬ 
cating oils, packaging material like 



Nature Options: Customers become eco-conscious 





paper, boards; plastics, lamiitates, 
ardhitectural paints and power coat¬ 
ings and automotive lead and 
add batteries. The list is long and 
obviously not many of us were aware 
that an iiuuMruous sip of tea or the 
casually crumpled (Miper could actual¬ 
ly wound Motter ^lih. 

With die emergence of die eco-mark 
logo, Indians* too, can claim to have 
berome part of the intematicmal move¬ 
ment to save the environment, to pre- 
lervc the fragile balance that keeps 
Dur planet hwitable by man. And 
since most movements that begin in 
the West find ready adherents in 
India, this eco-consdousness trend 
may well succeed. Already several 
Green products are on the market, 
though most of them are much more 


expnisive that the ordinary brands 
available, and can cmly be Unightl^ 
people who are not on a tight budget- 
But thrav the cco-hiendiy movement 
in India is Hself driven by those in the 
upper socio-economk: bracket. 

I I co-fads are well and truly in, 
JZithough to be fair, most are more 
dian just fads. Beauty Without Cruel¬ 
ty, tlw Pune-based organisation has, 
since 1974, been campaigning again.s1 
the use (or misuse) of animals in 
cosmetic trials. The organisation is bit¬ 
terly omKisec' to testing any product^, 
used to beautify men and ivomen 
on animals, and also dire«-ts 
its ire against the misuse of animals by 
industry as a whole. 

The organisation's campaign has 


had some effect The Indian govern¬ 
ment lias banned the use of animal ren¬ 
net in cheese-making since this is 
extracted from the stnmacJi ot unwean¬ 
ed calves. Over the last sevtm years, 
thanks to the untiring efforts of Beaut)' 
Widiout Cruelty (BWC) we have been 
eating ordy vegetarian cherse in hulia 
t>r»cc the foreign brands enter the mar¬ 
ket, however, even die-hard vegetari¬ 
ans will not be able to kru^w which of 
them are rcspcm.sible for the slaughti'i' 
of calves. 

BWC has also managed to weave 
together the firs! polyester brocade 
zari san in a 'silky fini.sh woven on 
handloom'. This saves unsuspecting 
silk moths from a very liot, uncomfort¬ 
able and ontimely dcMth Not that 
most silk lovers loutw that to produce 
just one gram of woven silk, ISmuths 
are cither boiled or steamt'd alive in 
their cocoons. 

The organisation has been on its 
"Save Ihi* Animals" campaign foi mo¬ 
re than a decade rviw. In the Eighties, 
the BWC bought sm entire flock of 
Karakul sheep to save the lambs from 
being killed for their pelts. Those 
lamb.s are specially sought after 
because the soft niris of theii wool 
remain-s tighdy wound since they arc 
slaughter!^ within 48 hours of iIk-it 
birth Again, in 1992, the BWC launch¬ 
ed a campaign which pressured the 
government into haniuiig traile in 
ivory. 

As impressive a.s these campaigns 
and thenr spccess is flie BWCs 
Investors’ Guide, whose purpose is 
laid out as follows 'The BWC Invr-sl- 
ment Guide has been creatc'd at tlu* 
request of prospective inv»‘stors who 
come from a ..vegetarian back- 
grouiui, for a .•-I'Uf i e of infonnatum 
about tJi*' nature ot ImsiiR'.sses tao t*i' 
nut by vanous companies. 

'Many sudi people art wry .~one«’rr 
'■d about what ingredient the eonipa 
ny'spioduct contains for what the p.'o- 
Ci's.s isof nuiking that prinluct. Oif', 
even rt'fusc to share in the piotils ol 
such companM'S sum'to them it i*'prf»- 
ents ill-gotten wealth. It is foi .such 
that this guide is writt- n.' 

The guide contain.s the nanvs of .i!i 
companies listed on tlv> Bomb.iv Strv k 
Fxrhange at the I'nrf of 'J"he roni- 

panics arc listed under green, orange 
and red toidcntih' whethi'r the rorrspa- 
ny IS truly green or red (as oppo-a'd to 
green) or orange (which miMas that 
BWCisnirtoertain) Forevampl*' com- 
panicMTiaking felly usc-lioiu mah'riat. 
badminton and lennir. racquets hai'e 
strings made frorsi ratgul, while srvqis 
have animal fats and t'ven an innoei'n' 
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male ofbpnng; insecticicles and pesti¬ 
cides are tested on animals; wine and 
beer need animal ingredients for dari- 
ficaticHt, glycerine and gelatine con¬ 
tain animal fat and bones respectively. 


T he Green movement has even led 
to die invention and sale of eco- 
friendly tmlet paper, which is wood- 
free and made £r^ recycled agro 
waste: a procedure that spares numer¬ 
ous trees from an untimely and waste¬ 
ful death. Then there is jute, a material 
diat is increasingly being seen as an 
cco-opticHi to skin-ravishing synthe¬ 
tics. Jute chappals tread with more 
grace than killer-leather shoes. 


Eco-geysers will soon replace 
enerey-guzzling ones (no PUF or glass 
wooJin the paint), with venting sys¬ 
tems that will release toxicants from 
chlorinated munidpal water. We also 
have new Adidas unisex .shoe that 
"taps the growing demand for foot¬ 
wear made of natural and recyclable 
materials," aptly titled 'Hemp' .shoes 
(kicking up a controversy over its 
being synonymous to inari|uana). 

Syntmtic ceramic granites, brands 
like Bell Granitu Ceramics, now 
cement this new envirorunent- 
cunsciousness. This means tiles 
naturally-grained and hard like gra¬ 
nite without any mining involved - — a 
process that disembowels Mother 
Earth. 


A naturalist's path is paved with 
not just ca>-granite.s but also soft 
flowers. Dr Rupa Shah in Bombay has 
resurrected 'flower remedies’ created 
in 1930 by Harley Street homo«>path 
Edward Bach. Flowers specially cull¬ 
ed from pure Himalayan tracts are 
used for this healing process which 


looking silver foil or oarkh needs the ^ 
intestinal wall of freshly killed oxen ^ 
on which the silver foil is kept and f 
hammered to fine thickness J 

Sounds a bit extreme? But wait, you 
haven’t lu‘ard anything yet. Try this 
for CMie: a Poona llospital run by Jains 
is among the first to categorise blood 
as vegetarian and non-vegetarian on 
the basis of the diet of the donors. Simi¬ 
lar alternatives to dedicated vegetari¬ 
ans are offered by BWCs List of 
I toiHnir which suggests available 
options to finicky snoppers. Those 
who enjoy the finer things of life may 
be shocked to learn that gourmet 
ta.stcs extract more tiian their shan‘’of 
flesh. 

Here is what BWC has to say: phar¬ 
maceuticals are tested on animus; 
dairy products lead to starvation of 
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T-shirts promoting nalura care 








marks yet uniher return to Mother 
Earth's lap. Pram stressed-out mana¬ 
gement t]^>es to infertile housewives 
whave rushing to embrace this 

new-craze nature cure. 

Now there is also eoo^ewellery, 
paper ear-rings, coconut shell pend* 
antsaiu]tnrrBcottachains,alleco* 
pac^ in cotton by ^ new kid on the 
designer block, Santosh Nair. 
Melange, theeoo-fashion house that 
Sangita Kathiwadabuiltonano- 

K ' istk foundation, is treading a simi- 
path. Here you find only eoo* 
designs, all nature inspired. 

For instance, Wendell Rodricks' 
'Clothing the Soul' range last year was 
inspired by the sua sand, sea and air 
of sun-ids^ Gc». Two years ago, 
Narendra Kumar held his .show on clo¬ 
thing made from chattai. But eco- 
fanatics may frown at pearl embroide¬ 
ry and silk folds (poor oysters and 
moths which are sacrifiiid at the altar 
of fashion). 

Tradition, too, i.s being repackaged 
in eavfadism. Kalamkari, vegetable 
dyt's on cloth from Kaiahasti in 
Andhra Pradesh, is being resold to a 
hungiy' public a*> "indigenous art that 
uses only plants, trees, iron and jagge- 
ly as sources as dyes Waters from 
river Swamamukhi is used to wesh 
the paints so that the right mix of salts 
in it holds the colours firmly on the 
cloth". 


I n keeping with this trend is Kavita 
Mukhi's Nature Option shop in 
Bombay's elite Napean Sea Road, 
which has most things natural. It ls 
slso very coo-nghteous. Its pamphlet, 
which dubs the shop as Earth People 
and Animal Friendly Establishment. 



A poBtor from B omity Without Cruelty 



Eco-friendly clocks 


asks pointedly: "We conserve, protect I 
and re-use all that we can. Do you?" | 

And promises that it wiU go beyond 
its latest addition, the* veg-dyed dhur- 
rk>s. "Gradually we will nave the natu¬ 
ral alternative to all that you need, that 
is, we will soon be the natural everyth¬ 
ing shop." 

Mukhi's options say no to sugar, 
refined oils and refin^ grains. In 
short, Mukhi would say no to all these 
'nutrient thieves'. A.s this movement 
takes root in India, the eco-dictionary 
is gradually expanding to accommod¬ 
ate a number of exotic new words and 
phrases. And Nature Options has 
them all—there are organic grains (as 
opposed to tho.se grown with the use 
of pesticides), there are sun-ripened 
tomatoes, nature cures .such as aroma¬ 
therapy and ayurveda delights like 
spiruima, amla murabba. And now T- 
snirLs, ba^, aprons or dusters with 
'earth messagcs'( all meant 'for the 
-soul'i. 

And 'for the mind' a selective collec¬ 
tion of books that range from the rib¬ 
tickling PoiThcally Correct Bedtime 
Storksby James Finn Garner and the 
prolitk Jwalth guru Deepak Chopra 
writing on The Return efthe Rishi to 
Quantum Healing. 'Diere is also a 
rebounder/trampoline that promises 
a lO-minute guarantee to go^ health. 
Cashing in on diis cco-boom is Allen 
Solly (from Madura) which held a 
wildlife tie festival where stodgy cor¬ 
porate men were given a chance to go 
wild with animal motif—from the 
cute Daffy Duck to sinuous lions. Aiw- 
ther shoppers' stop r^lcte widi ani¬ 
mal motif is the WtwMwide Wildlife 
Fund's Nature Shc^whidi was 
inauguratedbyPriiKeCharles.T- 
shirts sporting the Panda show 
that 'You care for Nature'. Tne same 



Saving trees: Non-wood pencils 
for children 

slogan screams from key chains, caps, 
clocks and wrist watches. Non-wocid 
pencils made from non-toxic polymer 
urge you to 'Plant more trees’, while 
nirporate gifts sporting tigers and 
koalas entreat vou to return to nature 
In the U.S., the World Waldi Insti¬ 
tute has mooted an ecx>-tax on erring 
companies wjudi besmirch nature. In 
India, the trend ha.s |ust .started with 
the gurus of the alternative lifestyle 
urging us to use shtkakai instead ot 
shampoo, Jute instead of plastic, cot - 
ton instead of synthetics, etc., etc 
Eco-friendlincss. hoyever, comes 
complete with a steep price tag But as 
the Greens would say, that lifa small 
price to pay. Atterall, when we talk of 
preserving Mother Earth, what we are 
really talking about is our own 
preservation. ■ 
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Presenting Aulan. An in lernationa I loli 
wiln Iwo gcnllc u'ords for mo.squilooK 



Bye 


Autan is a nt>n-j;reasy, non-sticky tiTaiiniSpSUrfSlIiltt lotion with 
a pleasant ' ^ ; Its ‘quick-dry’ action works like an 

invisible shield ajjainst mosquitoes '^1 for upto 8 hours. 
It’s gentle on your skin and washes off easily. Across the 


world, from Cologne to C^alcutta, 
;) Aulan is the most 
eHeetive way to keep mosquitties 
away. Get Autan today. Tr>f it 
toniglii. And watch mosquitoes 
pa*, k their hags and leave. 




Bayer 


Availablo i.'i citicb 


Raymond 
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CoV[ R STORY 

Friday 

Dressing 

RcUtxcd f lmnal u 'car mahcs its ap/x^arancc in the Indian market — ami in 

ojjices around the country 






Alien Solly's casual officewear 


IT BKGAN, OF COURSE, AS SA I L' R1 >- 
ay dressing in offices in Furope 
and America. F.xcvutives, who 
were tired of wearing the regula¬ 
tion suits and buttoned-down 
Brooks Brothers' shirts with a 
conservative tie thmughout the 
week, prevailed upon the mana¬ 
gement to relax the dress code 

over the weekend. So, on Saturdays, they would tv'iue to 
work dressed in casual jackets, chinos, and e\ »‘n polo-shirts 
(llumgh compaiiii's still fixnvneil on jeans and round neck 
T-shirts). 

But once long weekends came into vogue, with most com¬ 
panies giving their staff both Saturday iind Sunday off, the 
new, relaxed dress coile began to be implemented tin hriilav, 
and stion the term Friday dressing was being used as a gene¬ 
ric term to describt* all manner of relaxed formal wear that 
preppies could wear to wt>rk on that day. 

Research showed that the new dre.ss code had workc’d 
ivondersfor staff morale. And that people worked much har¬ 
der and much better when they were alUiwed to wear what 
they pleased. But even as management was taking advanta¬ 
ge of this new development, the fashion industry was also 
waking up to the birlh of a new segment in the market: that 
of relaxed formal weai that worked as well in the office as il 
did for a weekend of golf, I'r even lunch with old friends. 

But while llu* concept of Friday diessing took root in the 
West over the last decade it is coming of age in India onlv 
now. With the entry t)f such labels as Arrow. Alk'ii b<illy or 
even Mexx and l..acoste in India, more and more Indian m«. ii 
are giving up <.*n the ill-cut suits that served tliem so ill tor set 
long, and going in tor the more casual and less (badly) tailor 
ed look. Shirts done in wide — and wider - - stripes an- fl\ 
ing off the shelves, even as the colour paletle gets m<>ie 
adventurous. 

Not that Indian men have ever been enamoured of a dress 
code, anyway. As a people, Indians as a whole tend to drc*ss 
more informally for office than their We.stern ci»uiU<’rparls. 
But in the absence of a ready market of well- madv, 
competently-tailored, ready-made alternati\’es, they had Jit 



Allen Solly: The right accessories 





Executiv<>s at Samsung opt for the casual dress code on Saturdays 


tie fhoia' but to buy Vimal or Raymo 
nds and rely on theexpntist'of the 
nei^bourhood darzi Thanks t<* the 
now entrants in the segment ot men's 
clothing, all that is changing. 

T he biggi'st benefiaary of this 
'liange is, of course, tlie English 
aimpany, Allen Solly, which hasenter- 
tnl the Indian market w *h its brand of 
formal shirts, trou.sers, lies and belts. 
The company, which helpi'd jHipiilari- 
si' the term I-ridav dressing in India, 
dt*scribcd its dollies a.s K'ing the new 
and internationai look toi the work- 

C laiv. 'fhe shirts had a broader sil- 
oiiette, the triiusi-rs liad a morelelax- 
ed fit, and the ties had more adventur¬ 
ous pattei ns than the ones available in 
Indian slorivs. 

The pnivs, though not cheap by 
Indian standards were rea.sonable 
enough. Sliirts and trou.sers could Ix' 
bought for Ih'lween Rs MKl-SflO, the 
bi'lls rct.iik'd fill Ksand thi- 
ti'*s cost Rs 4yS to Rs XtlO Accessories 
oi.st rnoie than the shirts and trousers, 
but then the .iigument wa.s that most 
men Imught just a couple of lies and 
bi'lls, but would splurge emt on thi* 
staples lit their wardiobe 

It is tO' 1 isjr'v in the dtiv to say whe 
•het this .sti alegv will work m the long 
run, •■peci.il!) sini e there are several 
other cornpaiaies that aie protiditig 
tough comiH*fitioii to Mien Sollv in 
this si.-gment Arrow shirts-, tor instan 
c’j, havi- proved to bv' rather popular 
with ilu lh«* Indian eMsiitiee, tliough 
VrW! 1 least'll and 1 ouis I’hillipfX: don't 


I seem to have the same cachet with the 
middle-level executive 

Middle-level salaries, htiwever. 
don't extend to such other .staples of 
Friday dresssing as the I acoste polo 
.shirt; these are tne exclusive preserve 
of people on the upper-most rungs of 
management. But then, at a price ol 
Rs 85(1, there aren't very many people i 
in India who would buy them even if 
they could afford them. After all, 
when you can get designer shirts and 
jackets in the Rs SIX) to Rs 2,001) price 
i range by the likes of Jatin KcK-har and 
j Khurram I'aslia, why would you 
I sfX'nd goixl money on what is, after 
atl, a I’-shirt? 

i ,dCoste p< «lo -shirts tliat lia ve beco¬ 
me .something of a uniform with the 
international jet set, willi everyone 
from Wall Street bankers, Madi.son 
Avenue adverti.dng executives,,Holly- 
wfHxi stars and even .such Presidents 
as Ei,st'iihower and Kennedy, sporting 
fhe I,acoste logo on their chests (hence 
the bumpi'r sticker, "fiavv a ciix'odile, 
shiKil a preppie") But in India, sales 
have suflereil N'ca'iSf'yim can all t(x> 
easily pick up a take Lacosto horn llie 
pavement at a fraction of (he price; 
and iioliou)' wants to buy a ga'^ment 
that will be '.'lewed dubiously at the 
office paity 

T,he salesman at the Delhi outlet ot 
I .acoste, howevei, ha.i a different story 
to tell "'ITicre are many cuslomeis, " 

[ he says, "who have bought eveiy one 
o' the coltmis introduced by 
I .aavle, and have left instructions that 
they are to be called as soon a.s a new 


colour is introduced "He admits, 
though, that most of these people are 
working for mulbnatiunals, and earn¬ 
ing dollar salaries So, they clearly 
have more dispo.sable income than the 
average executive 
Then are several mdustnalists who 
art' I.,arosle tan.s, tliough Keshub 


Men's loisureweartrom Contempo 







Mahindra. Ratan Tata and Parvez 
Damania are among those who have 
been spotted wearing the crocodile 
logo. H. Balasubramaniam of Modi 
Xerox explains diis phenomenon thus; 
"With the greater opportunity for 
international travel and extensive 
exposure through the media, men are 
now insisting on quality in bodi gar¬ 
ments and well as our lifestyle— 
which now includes more leisure time 
than ever before." 


' I 'he Friday dressing rage has contri- 
X butcd—atleastinpart—to the 
growth in the leisure wear segment, 
^netton, Mexx, WearliOU.se and 
Weekender have all repi^rtcd increas¬ 
ed interest in theu wares; as also larger 
sales. And with mure and more Indian 
men opting for branded garments 
rather than doing their shopping at 
cx|x)rl-re|pct stores, these .sales are like¬ 
ly U» go even higher. 

In Calcutta, for in.stana', Shakespea¬ 
re Sarani (still called by its old name. 
Theatre Road, by most citizens) has 
bivn tran.sforniod into the city s 1 figh 
Strtet, with such stores as Mexx, 

! .JO'sto, eU ofX'riing shop iie^ I to one 
jiu >tn<'j S<iys Kuiial Kapasi, the mana¬ 
ge'' of flic Mci.x st(.ne, "My euslonicrs 
a-^e fouM ioii,-.ol iriternaiiona! t.ishion 
fn •lids they arc reguliirshopp«'‘rs 




Mexx shirts: Trendy and comfortable 

abroad and are aveare tU qualit)' and 
ile.sign. ■J'hcv are choosy .ind disa*rn- 
ing and ki'en to experiinerit with their 
waidrulf." 

Kapa.si also doubles as the manager 
for Allen Solly, whore most executives 
and managers in Calaitta .shop; or else 
their wives do it foi them. Alka B.nja), 
for instance, who is a.s.signed the rev 

E onsibility ot buying clothes for her 
usband. thinks that flie store is both 
iea.st>nahly priced and gCK>d value for 
money ‘ 'Iho clothes are both exclu¬ 
sive and comtortable," she says. 

Weekender and Wearhou.se provi¬ 
de more •'asual clothes for younger 
people, and are relatively cheaper. 
Wearhouse, the chain that began life 
in Bangalore, has caught on in Calcut¬ 
ta as well, mainly because its clothes 
arc styli.sh and priced to suit smaller 
budgets as well Wearhouse is yet to 
become as much of an iivstitulion in 


Calcutta as it is Bangalore, where eve - 
rybivly — frobi college students t« > 
fathers of four dres,s in Wearhoii.se clo¬ 
thes - - but it has eapfiired a signify ,mt 
chunk of the market 

in Bangalore, howevei, the chain 
has five stores throughout flie citv, 
of them doing brisk business ’Ihe UKt 
p«Tcent t nlhin shirt.® alone twhieh 
retail for Rs 27.1 onwards) acci 'unt tor 
a lurnovoi of R.s fcO,(Xtf> to 70,iK)U pei 
d.i), and in the season (from fW-pteo’- 
l»er to January) it gtxt up to a lakh Ihe 
trouixTS, that come in thrct; si/(?s . 
baggy, tight fit and.regular — al:-j»sell 
well, with around 100 pieces ot thr- 
regular fit alone being sold m a single 
dav. 

S,ivsSharada Kariap]>a, manager at 
Wearhouse, "The store is popular not 
only because ot its range of shirts and 
T-.snirts but al.so because ot its price If 
offers clothi.’S. ca.sual as well as parh 
wear for students and executives 


ie-jn-,1 E&jw. 





Benetton shirts: ColourhiiancI wearable 


alike." 

As tto«*s Mexv, which pnde.s ilselt 
on ppilomi.smg a hin-tiHed approach 
to life. Says Saloni Walia <jf Mexx, 

" The 1 Mino means more than ]usi cloth 
inp to its customers. When they buy 
Mexx. they huv a lifestyle ."he ororcli- 
naU'ii Mexx collections are aimed at 
tliosc who care <dxiut how they dress 
and liHik Mexx ktvps them in touch 
with a young and modem way oi hte 

I n this tasl-developing venario, one* 
label that has held its own against 
the competition is the Indian Coiilem- 
{Mi range of clothes trom Inter SliopjH:, 
for which Indian designers have txvn 
pulling together collections tor the' 
Indian malt' that he can actually relax 
in. Designs from JatinKcK'har, Khur- 
rani Pa.'ma and I’ayal Jam have Ixs.'n 
finding buyers all tiK» easily 

Says I’amella Ha.stu of Omtempo, 
"Inter Shoppe is at par with other inter¬ 
national brands available in the mar¬ 
ket Some may feel tliat our range of 
clothes are pncini on the steep side, 
but we .ire not short of customers and 
ran gel whatever pric>» we want to 
fetch." 

The reason for this is not difficult to 
fathom. As Praveen Walla, marketing 
manager of Good Vear explains, 
"Earlier the tlioice was very limited 
and all we had to fall back on was the 
range from Raymonds. But now we can 



'Relaxed fit’ trousers from Allen Solly 
go to some piact* like Benetton wlhorc 
the pnees arc on par with or even less 
than that of other international labc*ls. 

I can pii'k up a basic T-.shirl for Es I9M 
and polo shirts at Ks 299, which are 
the lowest pnees in the market at the 
moment" 

Not every cximpany in India, 
however, has officially introduced the 
concept of Frday dressing—-or Satur¬ 
day dressing—- »o its work fortv. 
Among thixse who have ls Samsimg, 
where every Saturday f lower d rcssmg 
IS abandoned for the familiar comfort 
of jeans and a casual sdurt. 

Says Sudhir Singh, deputy general 
manager, HRD, Samsung, "Mostly, 
there are no meetings sdit^luled for 
Iheend of the week and a casual atmos- 


Lihei , naturaliv moie conducive to 
interaction bi'tweni'-' 'i!eagu<*s Hi'S! 
di's otter 'vork, most of us he.uf for 
some place to relax itr -.implv to party 
It's moreoinveiuent being casually 
attired " 

The same relaxed atmosphere pre¬ 
vails at the Modi Xerox otfice over ihi- 
weekends. SaysH Ha!jsubr.iiuani.mi 
CM, MIS, "By the end of the week one 
IS tiroil of the formal attire that i.s ru'ct's- 
sary for those involved in client .servi- 
ang. The traditional straight-jacketed 
suit actually begins to get on one's ner- 
vi;.s So, all of as look forward to Satui- 
day.s when laded jeans and bla/a.'rs an- 
the (.lifiaal dross ctxle " 

Alas, not many ex»*cutiv«?s m India 
are able to liKik forwaixl to the week¬ 
end with Kuch enthu.siasm, as their 
companies have yet to adopt the F ri¬ 
day drcs.smg concept. But with bme 
that will change, as it has abroad. And 
wlien it doe.s, the Indian executive will 
at least be able to overhaul his 
wardrobe. 

Well, at least, he can take comfort 
from the fact that he will have no 
trouble findmg the staples of his new 
look, llir stores are already open, the 
merchandise is in place, and all he has 
to do is spend, spend, spend. 

Reported by Samita Bhatia, 
Susmita Banerjee and 
Dipt! Dave 




Short story 

TO GET THE SUN 

nUs is the first prizc-u'inning cutty of Juki Mehta from PcNsictv. a short 
stoty competition or}>citiiseti hy the kti^iish Accufemy, St Xarier's (.'oI/e,(>e, 

and sponsored /n’The Telt-gruph 


//T "f"ii!rvup 
1 M Amniti 

I I will bt’ 

JL -L wailing 
loi us til thf diHir and 1 bet 
sill' IS gome to givt' us a 
giK>d Inrasning todav," 

“^liv am told liiH little 
brother San)a\, but Sin|ay 
paid no attenlioii to his 
words l ie trudged behind 
Ills brother with weai\' 
hall-hivirlv'd stiides, 
slopping atte! ewiy few 
steps, tinning around and 
staling in ama'enu-nl at 
the little prmi> Ih.il his reet 
li-lt liehitul in the vand 
rile tin la’i mg ylmv 

tn>iii the selling sim 
ii’nuiuted Sa!‘-ia\ ot an 
apple :ind that made him 
wondei nhelliei he would 
gel iiiw'lbiiig loi dinner or 


whether he would be sent 
' to bed aftei a good hiding 
; Ironi his drtiiiKen mother 
"Why does she hit us 
, so much, Wh)ii/u’ Poo.sn'l 
! she like us'^ Why doe.sn't 
' she like us, blimya? Will 
she give us dmnei tonight? 
[ Wlial does she drink that 
! makes her mouth stink so 
I much’ Why doesn't she 
! give us dinner W'hen her 
. mouth stinks?" 

"Because the rotten 
dinner will make uur 
moulh-s stink too," Slivam 
snapped at his brother 
San)ay could go on and 
on with nis questions <ind 
tins irritated Shyani 
bec.iuse lie could not 
answer tliem all 

S.iniay was about to 
slait rambling again when 


I he realised that they were 
home 

"ttlV My darlings, >o 
you are home at last " 
Their mother was standing 
at the door ot their shack 
■ There was something 
1 strange about her and as 
i far as Sanjav could tell slic 
I was certainly not dmnk. 

I What Sanjay could .see was 
I llie rage in nor eyes What 
; he, in nis childlike 
i incapacity for hatred, 
i could not compiehend 
j was the pure, sci>rching 
[ despair lurking behind 
I that black rage 

"C time in, " she 
I continued, "come in, dear 
i son.s So what did you 
I bring tor yc»ur Amnia? 

I Nothing? No stars, no 
i moon, no sun’ Well, well. 


o 





that's )ust like yuui lather. 

He had promised me 
the moon and do you 
think he didn't keep Jus 
woid 111 tact, that's the 
cmlv thing he ever gave 
me the moon Sci, now 
that I've already got the 
moon and tlie stars why 
diiii't you gift me the sun." 
Her voice nad been 
reduced to a hoarse 
whisper She turned 
aioiind and walked into 
the shack Atter sometime 
the boys followed her 
inside and quietly retired 
to their corners 

Everybody was asleep 
within an hour everybody 
except Saii|ay He lav 
awake throughout the 
night, his little mind trynng 
to sort out the 
complexities ot his 
mother's words After 
hours and hours of 
pondering, he turned 
around, shook his bmlhor 
and started talking 

"Hliiiii/a, will Amma be 
happy it I got her the sun? 

I can get it tor her It's |ust 
across the si-a and I can 
swim a hlllc. In tact, if I go 
right nenv, HI be .iblo lo 
catch it before it risc'S 
completely over the water 
and ne back before Amma 
IS awake If I go nviw, 
prcnnise me you'll not tell 
her " 

Sh\'am muttered 
something sleepiK and 
Sanjav taking it lor his 
brother's consent got up 
and crept noisetesslv out 
ot the roiim 

Foui days later when 
the suii was |usi rising, the 
waves washed ashore the 
scMilli’ii tish-e.iten body of 
Sanjay ■ 
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IFESTYLE 


THE FINISHING 


TOUCH 


Va1shaUHan„nar^,n^ ll,cjwishu,f>scl,„o!s thma,vhelping — 

'lien cnui iimnen la IxhUr Iheniselivs 

E arlier, when anyone mention¬ 
ed finishing schcxils, you 
thought of elegant chalets in 
Switzerland, where young 
ladies, from moneyed / aristocratic 
backgrounds, spent a year or two 
before they officially 'came out' in 
society 

They learnt how to eat dessert with 
the right fork, which glass was used 
for white wine, and how they should 
address invitations to divorct'd 
women. Once the course was com¬ 
plete, they flow ofl to London, Paris or 
New York to find themselves hus¬ 
bands who were as rich-- if not 
richer — than their fathers and lived 
happily ever after 

These days, however, finishing 
schools are an entirety different ball 
>^me; well, at least, those institutions 
that go by that name m India are They 
don't just cater to the rich and the 
famou.s, and their progeny. They are 
places where the upwardly mobile 
among the middle classes can go and 
im^prove their lot. After all, in an age 
where personality and grooming is 
rapidly becoming everything, everyo¬ 
ne wants to update their self-image. 

Of OTurse, the definition of a finish¬ 
ing .school toil has undergone a major 
change to keep up with the times. 

Actress Anooradna Patel, who along 
with Amrita Tahil set up the Orchids 
Finishing School in Bombay, emphasi- 
WR at ^e outset that hers is not just a 
finishing .school as in a Swiss finishing 
school but a personality development 
and grooming programme designed 
to create better people "What we try 
to do is work on the strengths and 
whittle down the weaknesses of every 
individual so that a final, stronger per¬ 
sonality can emerge," she says. 



Anooradha Patel; Teaching etiquette 
10 



Aishwarya and Sushmita: Well-groomed models who made it big in international pageants 


N ot surprising then that men too Sonal Parokh ot Oasis has her own people who came to her — both stu- 

have ik'en enroll ing for these fini- ideas on why finishing schools have dents and their parents—found it 

shmg school courses in "surprisingly become more popular over the years very difficult to open up and talk 

largL numbers," as Sonal Parekh, who According to her, it all began with the about any problems they might hd^'c^ 

runs the Oasis Finishing School in advent of satellite television in this "H was only after they had come a few 

Bombay, puts it countrj. The kind of programmes timi*s and wc knew each othci better 

"We started out as a women's pro- shown emphasised the importance of that they would speakoul," she recalls 

gramme but have been a co-ed soiool grooming And, she adds, "Given our Last year she sot up Oasis Finishing 

for the past year," says Patel She too success in beauty pageants, people School with a partner and says that 

claims to have had a "good response" started showing more interest m fini- "while we h.id some twthing pro- 

from males. Orchid.s has also attracted shing schools, which would help them blems, wo are doing i|uite well now, ' 

students from all over the country' and IcKik better and deport themselves adding that she has dt^signod the rour- 

some from abroad as well, mostly with elegance and style " I so along the lines of similar courses in 

children of non-resident Indians As recently as last year, says Parekh, iheUb. 

Patel, a successful Hindi film actress she had taken a stall at a career fair, 
and grand-daughter of veteran actc'r and most ot the c’lsitors had no clue as Adil Choudhury, a student ot MMk 

AshokKumar, decided to start a linish- to what a finishing school was "But college, decided to join (lasis because 

ing schex)! "because my mother this year too," she says, "we had a stall of his mothe'r who was worried that he 

thought it would be a good idea and at the fair, and so many people camc' wasn't quite a good communicator 

would keep talking about it." With up to us expre.ssing an interest in join- and his spoken Hnglish wasn't good 

Amrita Tahil, wife of actor Dalip ing our finishing school " "Also, 1 didn't have many Inends .uid 

Tahil, she opened Orchids eight years T’arekh, herself a business manage- felt the need for all-round dcvelop- 

ago. So successful was the idea that ment graduate from the US, has been ment in my personality," lu* says 

they have arc now producing the first running a counsc’llmg centre for stu- f le says that the course has made 

Indian serial on grooming and perso- dents keen on studying in the US for him a far more confident, well-spol.en 

nality development in the country, the past four years and the idea of start- teenager and toda\ he is happy ne 

Pehchmn, which is to be aired on Sony ing a finishing school came tc> her enrolled "It has re,ill\' helju'd me," 

Television. when she realisc'd that manv of the' says the onc'i'-shv bov whi i w.is rlu 





runiier-iip at ihc Mr Oasis contest for 
his batch 

T he tfvs for such courses, as can be 
expected, are high, but not so high 
as to be out of the reach of the middle 
class Adil did not find them tixi high, 
besides, as he says, "the overheads are 
high lix) " The classes are conducted 
in five-star hotels and the teachers are 
highly qualified professionals in their 
respective fields 

Orchids charges Rs 6,900 for an enti¬ 
re course rom4|jcted over eight Sun¬ 
days in 1 lotel Wt*St-End and f Intel 
Guestline Oasis charges Rs 5,250 for 
its 35-hoiir course conducted over five 
Sundays in I Intel Oberoi and Hotel 
Leela Kempinski. 

There are also some other, cheaper 
hnishing schools in the aty such as Ele¬ 
gance run by Davar's College which 
charges )ust Rs 2,455 plus registration 
tecs of Rs 150 for a course of two 
months' duration with classes held 
every day of the week on its premises. 

According to Dr Madon who coordi¬ 
nates the course, "We are the oldest 
finishing school in the city, though 
Orchids keeps laying claim to that 
position." 

But what exactly is taught at a finish¬ 
ing schooP A course at Oasis, for 
instance, would begin w'lth a lecture 
on the importance ot a good, firm 
hiindshake followed by a tall on the 
importance of personal hygiene and 
another on English conversahon 
where a student would be taught ail 
about speech delivery, accent, gram¬ 
mar and even gloomed on how to take 
the TOEPl exams which most stu¬ 
dents. keen on studying abroad, are 
expected to go through by foreign 
universities This is follow'cd by clas¬ 
ses on the art of conversation, develop¬ 
ment of poi.se, body language and the 
importance of humour in a 
conversation. 

On the tollowing days, other com¬ 
munication and social skills such as 
salesmanship, persuasion, tek“phone 
manners and dnsis codes are taught 
The Oasis course includes a class on 
aerobics "as we fell our students had 
to learn the importance of exercise," 
and nutrition There is also a class on 
cooking and another on make-up 
which IS tor the women students 
Men, meanwhile, are taught the 
importance of bodv-building and how 
to cultivate looks appropriate to vari¬ 
ous occasions 

The course at tXnsis includes a talk 
on A ir>b aw areness which Partkh 
thought imperative "as our young¬ 
sters are .so influenced oy Western cul¬ 


ture yet are not aware of the problems 
it brings along " There is also a cla.ss 
on ballroom dancing and a program¬ 
me ot psycho-analysis where each 
individual is assessed for his strengths 
and w’eaknesses and told how to work 
on them At the end of the course a 
cvrtifieati’ is awarded to the .students 


and a test is carried out to pick out the 
most outstanding students who are 
then crowned Mr and Ms Oasis 
The programme at Orchids is simi¬ 
lar in some aspects. Here students an- 
trained in ballroom dancing, deport¬ 
ment, etiquette, entertaining, plann¬ 
ing parties, using crockery and i iitle- 


A model being trained in a finishing school 





ry, makt'-iip and skin-care (only for 
women), personality development 
and communication skills 

T he teachers include such people as 
Siinitn Prasad, who owns a restaur¬ 
ant in London, who teaches etiquette 
and entertainment. Dr Lala Shetty for 


communication skills, Shahnaz Ana- 
nd for dance, Anooradha I’atel fot 
make-up, Amrita Tahil for deport¬ 
ment, DrC Shah for health and hygie¬ 
ne and Nishita for hair care 

Orchids usually takes 25-31) stu¬ 
dents in each batch and has had 
among its students aspiring models 





Pooja Bhatt: Product of a finistiing school 


and actresM's such as Poo|a Bhatt 
Oasis has had a Channi'l V vee)ay 
among its students and many, many 
aspiring models, though Parekh ins¬ 
ists that there are many housewives 
and career women, loo, who em oil 
simply because they want better 
personalities 

"I would put the proportion ol 
housewivi's to carwr women attend¬ 
ing Oasis at 50.50,' says Parekh "1 
have had housewives among my stu¬ 
dents whoso husbands hai’e come to 
me after the course and told me that 
their wives hai'e really changed aftei 
coming to ii.s, that they've lealised 
thi’ir I'wn potential " 

Mridula Sharma, a hou.sewih 
who.se husband is m the arrnv, leads a 
very hectic social life and lell the nei’d 
to attend a finishing school because 
"I'm very outgoing but sometimes 1 
would just not feel confident 
enough " She admits she has bi-nefit- 
ed trcmendciusly from the course and 
IS now a tar more coni idi-nt person 

Indeed, her confideme is quite ama¬ 
zing and it is ditticult to see hei as a 
woman who w'as once not quite sire 
about herself. So, even if the Indian 
finishing schools don't quite produci- 
young girls who will go on and beci'- 
me Dumesses or the wives of c.ij’tains 
of industry, they are still tultilling a 
valid purpo.se fhey are helping oi di- 
nary men and women — tri'in e'-.-rv 
class ol Indian .society — realise their 
full potential. And some would sav 
that this IS as noble an obiective a-. an\ 





SKEfCHES 

POTTED HISTORY 


What the chatteting classes arc talking about 

This we ek: Indian whiskey 


W hisky? Why 
whiskey!: 
Bi*cdu.sL' it IS 
wh.it all the 
fuss is about tht'sc days 
Don't be ridiculous: No, 
it's true You'd be sur¬ 
prised at liow cnu'ial 
whiskev is to the Indian 
iniddle-rlass male's defini¬ 
tion ot his ou'ii identitv 
Nonsense. Nobody 
defines himself by Solan 
No.l: No, no, you nave to 
take a lateral look at the 
issue Broadly, there are 
two kind of drinkers in 
India: those who nride 
themselves on iinlv drink¬ 
ing Scotch and thi'se who 
are happy enough with 
Roval CnalliMige and lots 
of ICO 

So?; Well, here's the rub 
F.ven those who think that 
they are dnnking Scotch 
are actually dnriking 
Indian whiskey Resi arch 
has shown that 90 per cent 
of all whiskey sold by 
smugglers in India as 
'Scoten' IS fraudulent 



Usually, It consists of 20 
per cent of Scotch and 80 
per cent Indian w hi.skcy 
That can't be true: But it 
IS Ten Years ago, the Taj 
Group of Hotels sent a 
tlozen bottk's ot Scotch 
bought from various 
places in Bombay—riclud- 
ing the airjiort duty-free 
shop--to Scotland to find 
out which was the real 
thing 

All 12 were bogus. 
Including the bottle from 
the duty-free shop?: Yes. 
^oii see, v\hat happens is 
that when a bootlegger is 
raided, his entire stock is 
I'onfiscdted and then given 
to rrnC to dispose ot As 
this slock is fraudulent. 
rrDG ends up selling de.si 
■ -hi.skev .'IS Scotch at dut)’- 
five shops 

Can one get the genuine 
article in India?: Not trom 
a bootleggei, on the whole 
More Innnnie Walker 
Black Label is drunk in 
Inci.a than the total pro¬ 
duction oi johnnie vValker 
- , in Scotland 
I But can't 
people tell the 

( difference? 

Of course not 
Most Indians 
have forgotten 
what genuine 
Scotch tastes 
like. When 
thev go abroad 
thev always 
feel that the 
whiskey is a 
bit off. 

7'ht Taj used 
bottles tor its 
test that had 
been 

submitted by 
j Bombay fat 
.1 cats who 





1 claimed to be great experts 
; on the subject. They weie 
all proved to he drinking 
I Solan No 1 out (>l Black 
Label bottles 
I Can't you get the real 
thing in the .shops?: .Aha, 
i Ihir- IS tne difticuU 
' question that iiewsp<ipers 
' and magazines nevei 
I answer for fisir of losing 
‘ liquor advertising. (And 
! here. The Telt's^rapth pauses 
; modestly to take a tow 
i becau.se of )ur 
I courage ,'foolharilino.ss oi 
! whale''er ) But we'll tell 

■ \'i>u the truth 

1 he wa) il was 
supposi-d to work was 
; this Indian in.ide loreign 
luium (IMIT to the trade) 

■ IS basic.illy flaeoiired 

I alcohol Rnil wliiskey (or 
: real gin, or real vodk.i or 
i whatever) ci insists ot the 
; original ingredients (mall, 

! barley, peat, i ti ) that is 
i fermented ami .iged 

^ The foreign companies 


i came into India promising 
i to import real liquor as 
I against indigenously 
j produced IMFL. To an 
j extent, this has happened; 

I Seagrams 100 Piper, Black 
j Dog, etc. But then tlie 
I liqour multinationals 
! realised that this was a 
! waste of time and money 

I The average Indian 
j drinkei couldn’t tell the 
' Jilference between IMFL 
I and the real thing. 

■ So, what did thev dt>? 

1 hey made IMFL.'T'dke 
! Calbe\ s Whiskey, a huge 
commereial suCLe.ss 
Gilboy's is a well-known 

• brand ot Briti.-.h gin But m 
India, they used the name 
tor whiskey People buy it 
thinking that it is ScotcTi 
(though It doesn't actually 
sav so on the bottle), and 

■ never realise that it is 

• IMFL 'I'he difteronci- 
betweeii this and Solan No 

■ J IS only a matter ot 
' degree 


' And this is true only of 
whiskey?: Nope lake 
; Smirnoff, an international 
vodka branil Abroad it is 
the real thing but Indian 
Smirnoff is plmn IMFL, no 
, different in generic terms 
; from Red Czar or anything 
else made in India ft is 
hard to imagine the 
manufacturer daring to 
sell Indian Smirnoff to an 
American consumer a.s the 
'real' Smirnoff 

I So basically, it is a rather 
: dodgy business! 
i Ab.solutely. The moral is: if 
i you aren't very rich and 
■ very knowledgablc avoid 
; being a whiskey snob, 
i You'll only make a fool of 
your.self. Il 
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Innereye 


BKJAN DAKL’WALLA 



Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

Ganoiihd Hjy.s take 
time by the Jorelurk 
and make it work tor 
you. Challenging 
lime if you aa* looking lor 
perfection A lot ol energy can 
DC devoted to finance, 
romance, family and work, 
and that s quite a teiritic range 
to run through. This is the 
time when you can indulge m 
ma.ssive .socialising 


Taurus 

Apnl21 — May 20 

Quality conttol will 
I now go to the 
I extreme il you are in 
1 husines.s. sales and 
production Othi'rs are likely 
to otfei help Irom behind the 
s< I'nes Travi'I is a striing 
possibility Workers ami 
friends will work their magic 
Irom clo.si-d doi'rs for 
you, I'liiiieans Hig shots speinl 
money tor puhliiili 


Gemini 

May 21 — June 20 

1..IV the ground work 
and be i-le.ii .iboiil 
tinaiices louiould 
well N at the right 
’laie at the right ririie < aoiips 
headed b\ important pirsons 
i could hai k you II viiii don't 
haee clout, get soiiworie to bat 
and bowl tor you This is a 
giXMl lime lor lliose who an 
innovative and most ta-ininis 
an' |ust (hat 



Cancer * 

June 21 — July 20 

,^1 The tiieks, deal 
Cancerians, is to 
I bmak through old 

, _thinking p.illerns 

becausi- Mercury, mtelligeme, 
trines IMuto, .giving a new /esi 
lor living I to capitalise on 
vour leputation, or lake help 
I to pull off something totall\ 
new It IS elearly ailion time 
and news, views, letleis, i all 
should make voul day 

i Leo 

I July 21 — August 21 

^'oul ideas >'iin he 
fanlaslit, hut \our 
I 1 c'M'i ulion must In 

I peiteet ^ou will he 

in a mood lot giandiose 
s»,heines .Aitivi' preparations 
fi)''tiavel, publicity ^.l•renlon\ 
eollaboialions, will detmilcK 
he made Voui individualili’ 
will show. Be a insiliee 
' eiitrepieneiii tune to lullill 
' vour si'i ret desiie 

VirBO 

August 22 — September 22 

^ ^ou must reiogni'ie 
thiit it IS tune, m tai 
\ high time, t'n ni’w 
, ielaiion;.lii|"- nev. 
things new tulmgs aiut new 
W'tirk '.a nlK .ind (.liploinatii 
negotiations i.in iiiiprove 
(.omnninu ations and Ituge 
links I nans tiinds join' bank 
aooiinls 'oni. a toupdal'oi! 
tile nest 21 d.a\ s I lieieioie 
sou should attend to it 


Libra 

September 23 -- October 22 
I’aitiH'iships a>wi 
links e tin. i 111 lent 
lieml loi \ oil l‘riLle 
• md ego 1 ,in push 
you to do sliangi things 
unless , ou ari' laieliil and 
ie.eivi’ 1.1 \iso chi'i !• tin' 
budget and g.inge soui 
tmaiuial iisks 1 'ou aie in a 
period ot total ti.insilioii ami 
tile lu'sl three months will 
del idi' mans things lor sou 

Scorpio 

October 23 — November 22 

l.aneshti i laims llial 
|ob, u oik, sot l,ll 
‘‘ ss'ellare, sanitation 
piiblii. he.iUh, loan-, 

' and tuiids ss ill lakt upnitiih 
; 1)1 s'oiii lime This IS a good 
' time tor i ominilmeiits .ind 
plans lo lieiorne In in and iiion 
; loiurele Be s-oiii oss n ms sfu 
but rels on others loi pr.ulu.il 
‘aiggeslions in lias lo d.<s 
lis mg 

Sagittarius 

Novemboi 23 - December 20 
I .mtastii seek 
I ni'spe. led 
misiindei staiidnigs 
and sonlrontalion, 
ari'possilili' lliiisoloo aie 
liapi's alliaiues '.w> el 
loniaiui' j’lioil business, |iiv 
llnough i Iiilslren and 
graiuleliildieii Spei illations 
,ind I'.ime ot I ham e, liml .111 
admnei and Ian in sou tin 
liipuse lomcs in tor .nlenlion 







B I R T H D A Y sS 



Capricorn 

Decernbei 21 ■ - January 19 

You e in keep up 
is illi thn isi'iglihours, 
maki' the neiessarv 
ilianges iii vour 
Home and despite some llak 
.iiul oppiisiluin, kei p .I ste.idv 
I on I SI', has e a In at .11 id get 
l mil W 01 k dune lost 
leini nsbei. that health w ill net 
belli the best and vmi m.n 
iia* I to imike tin s\ lib 
'it|uslnii'!i(-, 

Aqu€trius 

J.'imitity 20 - r f'hruary 18 

C hint' 

iHt. Ix’ il Liiin*: |t^h, 
biisiru ‘-s. 

U*I.UK»nsh!JTs .1 

t ii.MUt’ il \t>ii li't i sti nil iiu'cl 

\|niiiiu'v iiktinli.ul Fiiiikt's 
MM) h.ippN in ii)( Itiiii'run 
C Icnt'i'.. . ads 

lh< ina. !iii 'n ‘'hm I \n i)} |ila\ 

.ni iinjx»rt.nit pait in \t>iu Iili- 
«i \t)u imiHi up Joi il 

I Si I mil it'. 



Pisces 

February 19- March 20 
Bin mg sellinj; 
leasing tumlmg. 
shopping,, lake lop 
P'lOiilS I > 1 ' host 
[Ml til s anil do make it a point 
III g.u I'l mil It ins iti'd I looil 
■ ippeai .nil es iimi' lusl s mi a 
loi imii bill I! IS w mill it II is 

.listI time to bi inlliispei lis o 

.mil let smii iiltui'ion deeiile 
till sou toiii ilieanis ssittbe 
qiiiti I'Toplii'lii 



March 24f Ganesha says, Sun-Nvptunc textile, gives \ ou 
victoty over rivals, kom thoiighLs, sharp Intelligciscc, and 
olheits win trust >v>u svith money. 

March ZSl Mercury trine Pluto means artists, artisans, 
.cratemen, sdentisis, managers, editors and .sportsmen come 
into Sieir own- 

.Mtarch 2^ MeicUry sextile Uranus means do not eisunt vour 
ctdckenslstfore they ate hatched. Success is possible 1 lealth ot 
etdets may cause conoern. 

Mftreh27i The moon's Hist quaitet makes yuu 
symp a thetic, adventurous, artistic and excoption,il]v 


ri'sponMive I'hosi.’ in |solilics. aiLs, publuiiv, imliisirv w ill gam 
the ituivimum from il 

I March 28: Mars Il me Pluto IS I'xci’Ileiit tor .irtists and 
; si'ieiitisls loll have worked Ivird and noiv is the vc,ir li>r happ>' 
I ryw,irds 

! March 29! Mars sextile Uranus gives you gie.itness and 
j eniTgv, ehaim, imagination. mno\ ativenoss and charisma. Trips 
I and ties .uy ptissiblo 

; March JO: MiK'n. M.irs arul Saturn coniunctku'i nrenns 
1 despiu- hurdles, you .iw bound to be successfu! and happy, say 
bv Septeml'K'i Ihi.s vear 



Exquisite crnftsin.inship in Internationnl Stand.ird 22/22 k.ir.it gold and 
diatnond jewellery. Dealer in precious and astrological stones. 


■A jewel oi jewels 
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IME TABLE 

All arrival and departure times are for Calcutta 

Day. of opwattoi. using THay coda; T MONDAY i 2 ; TUESDAY J'WEDNESDAY THURSDAY '5 FRIDAY f-: SAFURDAY 2 SUNDAY 

rUOHTt. ■ ' ’DOMESTliC'' 


Departures 

FttNo TVm Days 


Arrivals 

RtNo. Tkna D^s 


Departures 

FI No Time Days 


Arrivals 

FItNo Time 
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■ii«' 
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M* 
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m NAGPUR 
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H piMAPUR 
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Li-‘'ir i "r 
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■ 
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a TEZPUB 
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D«parturM 

FHNo. Tkm Days 

m o^rmooNG 

II ;2‘j wr ! 

Hliii'lb !iv 

m tmAIKA ‘ 

na;,,’! .) ■, 

BliiW 11'.., 1 j 

r. 1 

Hc.-im vhii. I 

Wi-ii'w i.nr. 1 

Hill)'*- 'l.»' ' 

» vlX>HA 

fj-i'mi i;i'. 

■ ouetAi 

!'. in? 

« KATHMANDU 

l« '14 l.'l'. ■ .i I 


Arrivals 


Departures 


• UOt«X>N 

HA-11,. .11 

■ MOlKXtW 

'I'llH '.'J.' 

■r v»m 

I'hiGi. 'iii; 

i-r. vii '1.' 

m ^OAPORE 

MJ-11‘. .'1 

tl uii; 

m SOFIA 

''iijt 1. .|. 

m TCWCYO 

A' iiri 

• YANQON 


Arrivals 


Al Air India a BA Bntish Airways S BG Biman Bangladosli Artines s Bl Royal Brunei Arlines s D2 Skyline NEPC s D5 NEPC Airlines s IC Indian Airlines s 
KB Druk-Ar s KLM Royal Dutch Arlines s 12 Balkan Ailmes s M9 Modiiuft s PF Vayudoot s RA Royal Nepal Airlines s fU Royal Jordanian Airiines s RO 
Tarom Air Transporl • S2 Sahara India Arlines • SO Singapore Arlines s SU Aeroflot s East West Arlines s TG Thai Airways International s 9W Jet Airways 


Depaituni 
Up Time 


!V11 

!'- H- 

Ml.' 


on 

•1. ‘ • 

th'j. 



f r* 1! 1 

iti(.i» 
.1-1 

. V'-'Jll 
■ 1 11 

• 111 

•tn 

1 1 ' l 

mH.i 



1j Jl- 


EASTERN RAILWAY 

Anrtva) 

Dapanum 

SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY 

Anival 

Howrah 

Tima Dn 

Up Tima 

Howrah 

Time Dn 

Delhl-Kalla Mall 

Amrltiai Mali 

Bombay Mall • . .<i>'1. :...iil 

Poona (New Delhi) Brptass .. . 

'"Ill', .S ''ll’ 

• • I'l' \',f' >. V 

PoorvB (New Delhi) Express .', .'i . 

r, ' 

' . ’.'jrif 

i'. tiliM 

IS' n 

■I *' ,i', 

i,...|j 

‘ !'• ■ ! 

‘ (.M ‘if 

'“•.‘‘5 i'' !■ 

Madras Mail 

Bombay Mall « . ri.iijriii 

GItanlall (Bombay) Ei^nss 

Shdabdl Woutkala) Express 

Ahmadabad Express 

Kurts Express " 1 11 ,., 

, " M.J 

■ ’*• .'iM 

*■ . “ . ’ 

, •■'i s. . 

.‘P)‘ 

’t) i ‘ 


HajdtunI Dtprass ... 


Raidhanl Enpress 


.iodl|)ur bpnss 

Sha&bdl (Boion) Steel City) Bmrass 

•1 ..... 

Hlmulii (Jaim-lsil) Express i. .* > 

' I . . '.ii •' . 

Guwehatl Express 

*>'. .i ■■ I , • .1.1, 

Gorakhpur Express 

■ I .... 

PuThanchal (Gorakhpurj Express 

.'. r . . 

lAxm Enirass . '. i i.. 

Urlyan Anna Toolin Express . ^ 
Amrllsar Express 
Kathgodixn Express 
MWilla iRaauT) Express 
Kamnni (Gueanatl) Bqiress 
Black Diamond Eipess 
Coalfleld Express 
Asansol Ei^ress 
Oanipur Egress 
Jamdpur Express 
Satdnlkslan Express 
Chamtiai (Gmllor) Eiqgrass 

‘ .*[ V. 1 . '.''ll " ' ',ii . 

Shipra flndota) Exprass 

.. r ' ii , i.. 

jl' ,% .,l’ 


ShakUpuni (Chopin) Borass 
Cl^mbal (Agn Citk) Express 

'•r iii;.., .‘‘'I '...iti, 

Sealdah 


Tassii-Tam Express 
D»)Biillng Mall 

LalOtilla Express .... V,ii'. l.i.> 

Ktnohsnlunge (Lumding) Expiass 

Gour Entess 

KsHhar utprsss 

Janenu-TiM Botess 

Mughal Siial Boiesa . f .n '.. 

BhaglnM (LjhM Expnsa 

Gingi Sigu (Gorakhpur) Bipnas 

I'liti k 


I'. 'I...'. 

■«lj ‘ilrf. 


U ,11^' 

l> J’l lUi! 

'II I < , 

,’'.1 .'*1 'll 'it 

'." j,'..i 

4 V- ‘■■(.'i.l 


Corcmandal (Madras) 
Fiiaknuma ^Sacunden 

Bangalore Express 


Tala Stall Express 
Ispal (Jhstsu^) Express 
TMaquh Expw 
Rarxml lUla Exprass 
Purl Express , . i 

Jagannalh (Purl) Express 
Dliauli (Bhubaneswar) Bon 
East Coast (tirderabad) Up 
Purulla B^ress 


Aod Hind (PwM) Weekly Express 
Bhiibaneswai-Nsw DelM R^dhanl Express ... 

•' n*,’.:'' Ii ’ . ’ . 

New Dalhi-Blubatieswiv Raidhanl Express 

GuwahaH - How^ - Trtvendnjm Canbal Eigrress 

' '. . 1 :. , 

Trlvandrun Canhal - .-inwah - Giwahah Express 

''.•■frt. “ t 

Cochin Harhoui Tamilnus - Guwshatl Weekly 


ii , '.I- 
r'l', . 
.. s.fi. 


Guwehati ' Cochin Haihnur Tamenus WWdy 
Eivress . ■ ■ .'I 1- ■ 

Cochin Hattm Tamilnus Bg![e$s . 

. |H'.;. .1 ; 


Guwahali - Bangalore Clhr Waekly Bgms '. 

H0\x. |. ,'i .' ",.ii, 

'I'v'i' .. 

14 1 ". Bangalore City - GimMOU Weakly Expns v.i .-i 
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Fashion 

THE SIMMER 

OF’96 

Seema Goswami o;/ the hidinn leonn/N 's fashion options 


ho foehn); is familiar to all ot 
us Thai ol throwing open 
our ilosot.s, examining the 
clothes hanging desiilatoly on 
thoir hangars and oxclaiming "Oh 
God! 1 have mithing to wear!" And 
the siimmei—speriallv the Calcutta 
summoi. which ran gel very, v<Ty 
humid indeed —makes matters mm h 



worse. After all, m the winter at 
least, we can gel away with Kovting 
up even the most diabolical ol 
fashion disasters under a 
particuLirlv letching |ame\'ar shav^l 
So, whal i/ec.-. one v\'ear this 
summer’ .ShouKI we go along u ith 
the usual mulmul salwar kamec/cs 
that Rohil Hal and (he lashion dui' ol 
Abu lain ami Sandhip Khc'sla have 
been making a foitiiiie out ol (even 
(wo years ago. lliev lelailed af 
around Rs 'i.lHK))’ t)r even thi' etisp 
Cvitlon saris that h.ivc l>ei*n the sl.iple 
of liiLlian vvaiilrobes over (he last ll) 
40 ve.irs. Usually woin with 
sleevele.ss blouses ev’cn by mnldle- 
aged matrons wlio lould wi’ll be 
ailv isetl to cover th>.' yards ot flesh 
they Iv'ave baw’ t'l should vm' liv 
and upilate oui vvardiobes in line 
Vvilh the mood prevalent in the 
inlei n.itional Nim-ties 

It you're the avlvenlurotis kind, 
Weal I'ht' /c/cyiii'/i/i havi'sonit 
suggestions toi v'ou But ienienil«‘r, 
thi'se .lie not meant to be tollovveJ to 
the letter I’lck up those elenu'iits 
and colours that .ippe.il to you and 
using these .is basics I'volve a styli' 
that Is yours, and vours ik>iu‘ 
b you'ri' young aiivl thin, the 
possibilities .ire, ol vouise endless 
You lOuld, lo'' instance, expi'rinient 
with til • sleeveless lolton/lmen slip 
dre.ss that has been .i staple ot tin- 
collec‘'ons (>t most Western 
de.signers tor the last couple ot yi'ars 
Calvin Klein, lor one, has made it his 
own, producing versions in satin toi 
evening wear .md letting the 
hemline - -which usually hovers on 
or around the knee down to the 
ankU* tor formal orc.isions 

Ye.s, ye.s, we know what you're 
muttering darkly fo yourself Which 
young Indian girl could possibly 



walk down I’.irk Street, wearing 
what loviked her best piece ot 
underwear, and ivscape the attentions 
ol every toadside Rvmieo within a 
201' yard r.idiiis But remember, what 
we Saul at the outset^ You're only 
supposed to piik up the essential 
ideas and mutate them in ways that 
best suit your litestyle 

111 the case ot the sleevele.ss shift, 
the iHissibililies art' eiulless You 
could tailor it in the best quality 
linen or cotton available in the 
liidi.m market, and pair it with 
typed chundars, rounding off the 
OLilfil with a eontrasting dupatta of 
the Ime.st chifton for a luxurious look 
lhal would seem right both during 
the daytime and at night As far as 
I he cofours are concerned, you can 
get as d.iring as you want, pairing 





magenta with lilac or oven dark blue 
with military green Alter all, didn't 
Diana Vreeland, the legendary editor 
of Vogue once say, "Shocking pink is 
the navy blue of India?" 

If discos and niglitctubs plav a 
large part in yor life, well then 
discard the chundars and the 
dupatta look, and wear the shifts on 
their own, showing tiff your baie 
(and exfoliated, we hone) limbs to 
best advantage fo ado a loiicli of 
piquancy to vour outfit, you ctiuld 
drape a brightly coloured scarf 
around your neck, but that it 
optional What is not, is n'gular 
exercise If you're wearing this outfit, 
ytiu simply caiintif have even <i hint 
of cellulite on your uppei arms and 
thighs It you do, well then, it's off to 
the gymn tor hourly workouts every 
day preterahh with a ti.imcr o'ho 
knows what your goals are 

It that's lo(> mueh trouble, well 
then vou I'luilel alw.n's cheat bv 
thri'wing on a transparent chitton 
skirt ('ll a toniiasling colom lor the 
m.iximuin (.■tied) ove” the sliitl As 
they sav, tashion is the .irt of the 
possible. 

B ut \\ ii<il iloes one w i-ai lo ollii e ’ 
Ah, that IS a tough otii- ^'ou 
Lould aluays nla\ sate and sink to 
'sKWAsalwai k.imee/es, i'-ith t/.■.■sie/ 
work on llu'in m even bu\ tiu' iisu.il 
rubbish that sells oi.il oi the s»i-i ailed 
designei houtiques that littei the cif^' 



Not a very exciting prospect, right? 

There are options though. You 
could experiment with loose baggy 
trousers, paired with long kiirtas 
which look as good with dupaltas as 
they elo without them. (V if you look 
the tailored look, then pair the 
trousers (oi salwars, if \-ou are more 
comloitable with them) with 
structured kamee/es that hug the 
contours of your body I'or the 
•si.xlH's Sadhana, .Aslia Parekh look, 
vou could wear the tailoivd 
kamee/es with churidar kurtas 
rather than with loom* trousers iir 
salwars One ativanlage of these 
kinds ot outfits IS that the\ have .in 
imu'dibly slimming etieei, specialh 
if you steer ileai ol pastels .ind 
beiges that could m.ike even Sonali 
Hemlii look a liltU* heav\ around the 
hips 

Soiiif ol flees, ol course, have a 
laiily strut dress code You simply 
had* to wear sans, oi else In tiiat 
‘.ase, vou should havi* no problems 
in C.iliufla, which has the greatest 
v.iriet\ ot I'ollon sans .'.vailable 
aiu when* There are th<* Bengali 
/i/i;/'-, ol course, the Kotah mtlons 
which .lie .1 gre.it hit among 
\I.ir’.\an ivi'mi’ii, .iiid li.r Inosi* who 
have till monel, there are /i/iiy/i//;. 
wlmh olli'M lelail loi a ‘ouple i.'f 
llious.inds if not moie 

But iiisle.id ot going le foi the 
i.ilhei t'oriiig Indi.m li.ibit o| 
wealing plain ''oltoii blouses ot tlie 
s.ime shaiie .is tin* *.an, lr\’ and see 
how a v'lntiasiiiig eoloui looTs, oi 
i*i'en enibr(.>idi r\ .I'ld mirror-work 
which ott>*ii m.iki-s even the most 
restrained outlil come .liive 

Toi those who an* iiiikv enougli 
to woik in sueh pLues .is .idveitising 
ageimes .md in the nu'dia anil an* 
allowed to loiiu* as (hei please the 
possibilities are, immense It \ou're 
the |e.ins and I-shirt type llien\ ou 
lOuld dress up vour oullil with 
coloLirtul w.iistii.als It \'ou pmtei to 
wi*ai ihmos aiiii a loose shirt, then 
weai a laux Hi*imes (lew ot us eould 
atlonl the real thing) si.irt slung 
.icross one shoulder toi the ca.sual, 
ehu iiiok \ou Iould e\en tr\ 
killIIting .1 linen tie loiisel\ arouiul 
'. oui Collar, 1 / III rfi.me Keaten 

skills ate tiiik\ ihougli If vou 
w'l-ai them too shoit, vou lould end 
up being legaided as llieoltiie 
lloo/\ VVi’.'i them tvio long, then I’ou 
look tai loo m.itronh' for eiimlorl 
t >ne aiieplablo compromise is to go 
toi the mid-c.ill length but have a slit 
on the siili* running right up to voui 
knee (but be c.irelul tliat the slit 
iloesn'l ride up when vou sit down ) 
Not only w’lll this help \'ou l.ike 



longer .strides when you'n* vi\%lkinh 
triim vour desk to the xerox • 
machine, but it will al.so im)}aft an 
international look to \’i>ur ouW’it 
.^fter all, it w as r>i>mu K.itan 
who first popularised the tight-fitted 
ler.se) sknt which buttoned doivn 
one side, the length ot iht* shl 
depended on how main bultom you 
choose to leaVI- l(.ioi*i.jOne 
advantage ol thi^ U^KthaTVou could 
w'ear the skirt b.)th-t« office, looking 
as ileiorous asihe m'ousev brunette 
at the next desk,-and then unbutton 
It up to voui thigh to m.ike an 
impies.sion at (lu* wild party t ou 
well* going li' that evening No 
wonder they sav that Karan's clothes 
work \eiv li.trd indeid 

I n the Indian summei. howexei, 
jersey could never be the labile ot 
choice Inste.iil go m loi linen that 
seems .ill set lo become the tabric ot 
the season -Mreaiiv sueh stores ns 
t'l'loui I’ius ,in<1 v\'alter Johnson are 



T • jK . 





^ CUIB-IHOV'*’'''* 


Choose your holiday & be assured of quality 
at the right price. 

EUROPEAN BONANZA 

... In collaboration with TRAFALGAR. . . WORLD'S NO. I 
EUROPEAN COACH TOUR OPERATOR. Well spaced out Itinerary 
with more time at each place. Long sectors Air. Luxury Coach and 
Blue Train ride. 4 days In Switzerland incl. Zermat. French Riviera, 
Greece, Medittarenean Cruises, Italy, Holland,Germany & U.K. 
Included sightseeing programmes. 

Many novel features. Weekly departures in May &. )une. 

14 days. Rs. 40557 + $1277, 16 days : Rs. 42557+$ 1427. 

.. . SIMPLY UNMATCHED BY ANY OTHER TOUR IN THE MARKET. 

USA 

17 days Coast to Coast tour including Cruise to Bahamas. 

Rs. 53737 + $ 1437+VUSA. dep .- 18. 25 May 

MAURITIUS EXOTICA 

Delightful packages for 7 days from Rs. 21697 + $ 287 to $ 687 
based on hotels such as Lc Grand Bleu PLM Azur, Le Mauricia. 
Extensions to Singapore and Cruise Options 8. Weekly dep. 

S OUTH AFRICA PORTFOLIO 

.. . Fascinating 11 days kour including the enchanting Garden Route, 
Durban. Cape Town, Jo'burg A Sun City from Rs.49300 + $ 1307 
weeKly deiuirtures. Exclusive tour In groups of 5-7 pax. 

FAR EAST 

3 different tours full of fun & frolic and Cruise options. 

AUSTRALIA 

14 days Package Ext to NEWZEALAND 

First Class Hotel Indian Dinner at Most Places. 

/' C^OM BUILT PACKAGES FOR FAMILIES. 


Air fare increase likely in Aprir95 Beat it' Book now 



CLUB7 

■IHOLIOAYSPVT LTD’ 


4. Circus Avenue. 4A. Orcus Plaza.Cal-! 7 
Tel; 2478504/7017/2404261/8745/0893 
Fax 91-33-2474946/2424330 


WE SHOW MORE, YOU PAY LESS. CHECK OUT & BOOK. 


sloiking liiu'n sliirts, trousers, skirts 
and e\’er> light-\Neii’hl lackels lh.it 
ari'suitable till I hi’evening And il 
iviin't be liirig betoi.’ such shops as 
V\ei'k.‘ndet and Wearhoiise sLiicuiub 
to tills iTKii'emeiit 

One advantage of linen in the 
summer is that it .ilknvs llic skin t(k 
breathe, and that i.s vorv, very 
import.inl m the humid Calcutta 
heat that leaves v*>i.i feeling 
compleleh strung onl at the end ot 
the da\ .Another plus point ot using 
tills tahric IS that iiiosi qualities ot it 
laii be w.ished at hi’iiie, si) von savi* 
on drvili’aniiig t’lll.s (Hut remain 
i\ anil’ll, most iipmaiki't slu.ps like 
C oloiii I’lus will insist that you dr\- 
clean iheii nuTchandise ) 

II imi leel llial linen i nniiples 
Uio soon ilhoiigli ilii’re aie I'rease- 
resistant v .uieties ni the market) and 
lea\es you looking ragged e\eii in 
l!ie miildle 1)1 ihe da\'. men )iisl 
stan 11 the I lollie-. Iiglith hen \ ou 
lion thi’in I he\ v'ill lool- lri"dimuih 
loiigei, bill \ ou must go slou i>n ihi- 
qiiantit'. Ilf st.li'i II ii-n’d II '’lUi 
oveiiliI It, not killl\ n ill 1 onr nock 
ill li liki m.id, \ oil'll also •■iid up 
looking like .111 oul-o!-\\otk 
polilici.i’i ilnn, ol Iouisi‘, theii’s 
tile mo'-t impoil.ini elenu-nt ol all 
loloiii \\ hat loli'Uis --hiiuld \oli 
we.ii in the Indi.in summer il \’ou 
uant to beat the hi’al'* 

I hole an’ -.oil’e who insist th.it 
light iiiloiiis white ileam, \ellow, 
beige, pink powdi’l hill)’ell maki- 
till-most si'iise NJol oiil\ do \ou 
look I I'ol blit \oii also li-el it ,\iiil 
.iil\ w a', it is the li‘'lj;lll ol 
loolisliness III we,It stioiig sli.nil's 

imdi’i the bl.i/ing sun ot (. ali ulta 
Cle.iih’, those who sa\' this havi' 
ne\ el V isili’d l\.i|asthan. win re the 
women are lesplenilent in Hnght 
oranges \ellous, m.noons ,i id n.ivv 
blues i-ven as the di’si-rl heat 
ihre.iteiis looM’iconie th‘’m II uui 
want to pla\ it s.ite, bi' all means 
slick ti' tile paler than pink shades 
lint wlu'ti \oii gi) out to ihiiose 
liibiK beloie that k'isit to vour 
liiendiv neighbourhood ihii i, 
ii’iiiembei llial across the Atlantic 
the colours that will he in vogue tliir 
vear are orangi’, sattron, verdant 
green, langerme and hot pink, 
somctimi’.s all used in tliv same 
outfit 

So it's up to 1 ou reallv Would 
voii rather be safe in pa.stels or stami 
out III pistachio green’ And when 
\ou niaki’ vour tnoice. remember it'' 
not )ust you I wa id robe you arc 
deciding on: it's vour entire attitude 
to life ■ 



JUNIOR WHIRL 



PLANET EX! 

A certain planet discovered by Wm. Herschel in 
1781 v\'as originally called Geoi^ium Cidus, 
George's Star after King George III. By what name 
do we know it now? 


MMIt J 1 -t' ]l \ .1 \\ 


COURT CASE! Hey, I thought we were here to 
play basketball What can you draw to complete 
the picture■> Connect dots. 


HOCU$-FOCUS 



I’lEClv GORE' r . . . 

A curious, do- l m 

it-\'oiirself jig.saw I ' | f l ~ 

puy/le is suggested I I ~ I I 

tor vour amusement . I 1 J 

below:Remove and ^ 

discard one corner of ' ' | l 

a cardboard smiare f f I J 

(dotted lines of Fipu- * | 3 i ^ / 

re 1). Cut remaining 1 [ 

portion (Figure 2) 

iiitx* lour etjual si/ed L-shaped segments. 
Scramble thesi' pieces and ask someone ti> use 
them lo iL-form tlie original square 

Figiiri' .“t shows liow pieces may be deployed li>r 
a hollowed out version ot the original. 


ARCPCrUMtJKL 




HOP-SKIP-JUMP 
DRAWING CARD 

ALL ABOARD for a hop, skip 
and lump drawing lesson. Simp¬ 
ly draw lines in the diagram at 
left in accord w'ith the following 
letter-number cixndinatos; 

Draw from 11-C to ll-D to 9-F 
to 11-G, 11-J, 10-G, 7-G, 7-H, 
6-G, 5-H. 

Add6-Gto7-Fto7-E. 

Draw from 7-F to 8-G, 6-1, 6-J, 
7.K, 5-J, 4-K, 3-K, 3-L,2-L, 2-K. 
1-L,2-J, 3-J, 4-H, 4-F, 6-C, 10-C. 

Use a sharp pencil, draw 
straight lines 

Be sure to draw in accord with 
nu mber and letter coordinates. 

or two, if crayons 

are hajvtlvl 
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RAGE 

The Gold Ck>uttcil is attempting to restore some order to the gold market in India, 

reports SamiiaBhatia 


I t's alhaing, It's enduring It's 
dressed up. It'sstri^vdown. 

It*$ sensual. It's souinil. It's gold, 
and Its a|:f>eal is forever. 

Now try this for aze: "Think about 
gold jewdlery as you would about clo¬ 
thes. In both ca.ses start with great 
basics that will give you a lot of wear 
and style*" The suggestiun, coming as 
it does from tl»e World Gold Council 
(WGQ, has caught the fancy of wom¬ 
en around the 24 countries where the 
Council operaU's- Further, it has con¬ 
vinced main* that, 'Today theimiy 
thing that Is cvrtain is uncertainty 
And gold." 

Funded by llie world'. mining cvim 
mojiity, tti« WGC's natural bbjective 
i> to primtole the' consumption' of 
gold yrweUery. Thus, its gatneplan for 
the Indian market — whirrc it nas .suc¬ 
cessfully launched t^Id Clubs in 
Delhi, Madraii and Bombay wuh Cal¬ 
cutta high on its list of priorities— is 
not tniKh different It's to make you 
buy, buy and buy more gold 
onuments. 

Despite the fact that Indians are 
exfiected toamsunw nearly 500 ton¬ 
nes of tiv? precious inc*lal this year, foe 
Cinincii feels that sales need tube 
pushed up further. In ca.sc* you hadn't 
noticed, the yellow metal is threaten¬ 
ed by serious rivals. AcTording to G.S. 
Pillai, manager (north). World Cc*U 
Council, "With the flush of consumer 
goodsin themarkc:l, the sale of gold 
jewellery has stagnated. Sophisticated 
electronic gadgets, slate-ol-the-art 
cars (which atre today's status sym¬ 
bols^. investrnent in the share market 
and real estate have even pet^lc an 
alternative. Those who were buying 
gold earlier now prefer to go for the lat- 
rat tc^ in theamsumer go^ market." 

The Council is up against some 
other heavy odds in a country where 
26 


gold is a way of lifo, and which is the 
world's largest consumer of the mcAal. 
The quality of the gold one buys is 
never free of suspicion even if purch<»- 
ed from a premier store. Walk-in cli¬ 
ents in jewellery stores are few and far 
between as flie casual shopper is inti¬ 
midated by the aurai-xuded by the 
laige stores. But, the Gold Council 
hopes to change all fois by stecamlin- 
I'ng the trade in a systematic manner 
arid increaang .sates subjdantially. 

To speed up the .sales of gold the 
WGC nas many innovative plans ui 
store, some of them akin to those tlicy 
tried in the Middle East. Against the 
background of traditionally high 
levels of »»l J lonsumptiun, the Coun¬ 
cil identified and developed a new 
niche market - - gold j»'Wrfleiy for 
children. Littlegolden Ninja Turtles, 
were created and advertised and lur¬ 
ed little girls to raid the gold souks 
with tlwii parents, triggering olf sales 
of 300 kilos of gold! 

Don't be too surprised then if inno¬ 
vative marketing and creation of niche 
pnxiuctsin India sees a deluge of inter¬ 
esting collectioiis targeting .specific 
clients. Gold jewellery for working 
women, mmgd sutran that go with 
both jeans arid sarees, jcwt^tciy for 
children or ornaments for men may 
just becxime the order of the day. 

While securing a foothold in the 
Indian gokt industry, and making lof¬ 
ty plans for it, the WGC is gathering its 
flock of jewellers into Cold Oufoc The 
gold fraternity—manufacturers, who¬ 
lesalers, retailers and the bullion 
dealers - - has been invited to form 
th^ Cold Clubs with the objective of 
prirvkting them with a common for¬ 
um. 

Says Deepak Mehra of Mchrasoas, 
leading jewelkT-s in the country, "TThe 
industry has welcomed the WGC and 


hassupportttd the idea of foe Cold 
Clubs whereby traders can work 
join%, exchange ideas, address issues 
and identify opportunities for the 
industry. B^di^ trends indicate that 
the customer is demanding better 
designs and superlative quality." 

A multi-pronged strategy is in the 
making, just waiting to be unlc<rshed 
to bring together this fragmented and 
unorganised sector Improvements to 
both the design and foe physical quali¬ 
ty of gold ji'wellery needs to be tackled 
flrsl. 


Pillai's grouse is genuine," Fhougii 





Ilijmhilvelweiiso 
lAidMindustarytfHw have been no 
dianges iitdu&oem'over tiK pi^ 
y«^ in the nuuiuinchuing techniques 
ornuricetbu tfw prodtkt. Thou^ 
lanepoitoTlndianimelleiyishand-' 
craincd it cotdd do wilh sopnisticafed 
tools ami a better work envuonment 
for dw Icarigais'. Hafiinatking is non¬ 
existent so Him can a customer be suK 


of dw quality of die 22 karats he 
biws?'^ 

With the Council going hammer 
andtoi^saf it, hallmarking giddiewel- 
lery may becomea trend in tnc 
India marl^. So too professional 
iewdlety designers. “Hallinaiking 
jewellery is a very positive approach," 
observes Mehra. "While jewellets will 
have to become very cautious of die 
quality of die gold they sdl, dw custo¬ 
mer will be the one to benefit in the 
long run." He explains that if custo¬ 
mers want to sell gold ornaments 
today they get A Iwtter price if they sell 
to the shop from where the piece w'as 
originally purchased. "But when the 
pn^uct is Hallmarked it becomes 
acceptable to any jewdler." 


In thts arena the Council's trend 
books, researched by designers, may 
soon provide jewdiers and manufac¬ 
turers. with the directions they need 
for the development of new products. 
The Council is cunently in the process 



ESSENTIAL 

TIPS 

// om ; to take care of )n)urjeu)eUery; 
and hou.> to choose it 


IkiTai:^ elements determine the 
XVJLprioe cm that little, ncni- 
descript tag. Oitce you understand 
thenvyouTnbedrlctojudgewhe- 
dio’a particular piece^g^d jewel¬ 
lery oners the value you are look¬ 
up for. 

• Karats count, as you already 
know. Generally the higher the 
karatage (the percentage of pure 
gold) of diepieoe, diehq^ier the 
priw. But price is also determined 
by the totsJ wei^ of die piece. 

• Naturally dm a larger, heavier 
ptece is Hkety to be more expensive 
than a smalliv, lighter erne. 
Ornamental detailing sudi as 
engraving or a diamond laser 
fir^ or a special matte car Florenti¬ 
ne finish aim adds to the co^. 
Hand-crafted jeiveilery is obviotLS- 
ly more expevtsive. 

• A gold wanirobe,some jewel¬ 
lers suggest; indudes ftvc essend- 
d$: a necklace, a bracelet, a pair of 
dassk button-style earrings, a pair 
erf hocq> earrii^, and add on pml- 
ants’for a .quick change of kxiks. 

• Give your gold jewellery just a 
little care. Gold's worst enemy is 
chlorine. Repeated exposure can 
weaken the ^ructure of die piece. 



Antliait 9 lrtters... j 


and will eventually lead to 
breakage. 

• Keep gold jewellery away from 
all sorts of chlorinated cleaning pro¬ 
ducts and out of swinuning pools. 

• For cleaning, use a jeweller's 
recommended solution or tuke- 
iwantv soapy water. Rinse wi^ 
dear water then dry and polish 
with a soft doth. Rings and intrica¬ 
te pieces which are hard to dean 
can be steam cleaned. 


of bringing out its dtird Indian trend 
bewk. Says Pillai,"The idea behind the 
trend bonk is to stimulate jewellery 
manufacturers and designers to create 
ornaments in keeping with the chang¬ 
ing moods of the market." Gt>tting 
into the act with the Council is the 
National Institute of Fashion Techno- 
logy (NIFT) that has farnicil oul 25 of 
its accessory design students to differ¬ 
ent jewdler)' cvntu’S of the country to 
study trentls. 

Say.s Jatin Bhatt, chairperson, Accois- 
sory Dffiign Department, NIFT, who 
is among the facuit) meinbc'rs in voh - 
ed in creating 'Gold Tnuds India 
19%-<J7', "Througli intciartion with 
the retailers and customeoi in the dilfe- 
rent parts of the country we w.ini to 


arrive at wliat the market is deman¬ 
ding, the aspiratiorcs of the buyers. It is 
dicse observatioas that will get transla¬ 
ted mto p<.>piilar )t>wdlery patterrvs 
and designs." 

As ttie market will demand pn.*- 
fes.sionals in the field of designing 
jewellery, training instituU's will not 
find it difficult to find placements lv>r 
them.fbi Mehra's rolls i.s .1 di'Mgnei 
who is rurtcmlly ongn*.SM‘d in sk< i. h 
ingjowellerv designs for young wom¬ 
en agi>d br'hveen 18 to 2'' y;-.ii'- .‘i.n"' 
Mehra,"Fa.shion .ind (ewejleiv aic die 
two sute,s of the saii'C com And v. ith 
qualified prolo>»Moi'als on the loh, 
opliop-. c.in be gieen to lod.tv'^: 
womon to eivsmc lh«ii gold lewellery 
remains an inherent p.»rt <'t her life." ■ 






LImelIght 

TUNINGIN 

I 'akit Aziz releases a ntm ' album. Shahkaar, afUTa three-year hiatus, 

refKirts Shameem Akthar 




T «iUt Aaefef'.s wjfo Bind i> iTibl*- 
natunxlly "Wt* 
h.ivc' bi.fn manned tor yt'ar*: 
ninv and ht? haj. nevtT coni- 
ptisttl a gliavial with mt* in mind " But 
it Bnia hopes that ihin^'^ wil! improve 
atter this rather piiblie n*buke, she is 
wronp, After the a>oi*nt reteast* ot his 
latest audio-eaNsette, ‘ikahkmr, her 
soulful ghazal sinj;er husband will 
find even less time do any in-houM.' 
sinfiinn 

In tact. A/a/, has littU timi* ihe^v 
day'!' to d<.> any sihginji;at all i li.s first 
music album alter a thres'- year hiatus 
has si‘l off a media fren/.v that is driv¬ 
ing him quite cra/y. I fis normally 
clear voice has grown rscsal with 
acK nowledgmgcongratti latorv mes-v- 
ages and conducting interviews I"he 
music and re^prinal language channels 
are inundating him wim is|.uests for 
an appearance and hts pt‘acrful .liter- 
inxm siestas have bci'n transtormisJ 
inlii an intervMrwif s nightman f le is 
getting hysterical trying hicrani 
v]uickie teit'vision scripts for various 
countdown shows arul music prt^ 
grammes like the Su Re Gti M«. 

Meanwhile, his iniiint son, feeling 
left out. clamfH-Ts onto his kruv tearful¬ 
ly. insisting that hi* wilt drink his glass 
of milk only from paixi's hands CU-ar 
Iv A/a/, shares a spt'cial relationship 
w ifh the* bov, but this besfHxtaclod 
Amilabh Bai ht han liKjk-aliki% is keen 
to play down the devc'ted father bit. 

I le 'till nurs»*s an amhition to make if 
to the big SI rei'o as a star, even though 
his tirst tilm, the M,ihesh Bhatt- 
dint'ted [ffiuii fexi-starring Sangeeta 
BijIantI appears to Ik- jinxe«l 
Still fresh m memory is the media 
mes.s-up of his quotes that M'emed to 
makt' Mahesh Bnatt out to be the vil¬ 
lain behind this jinx. There wen' 
roiind.s of clanfication.s and couiiter- 
ckirifications that cleared up the air 
betwixm th*? director and the 'star' 

But Jh(‘ movie did not benefit from all 
this. "The cans are still lying in my 
hou.se Some distribution problem," 


Talat Aziz 

mumbles the gha,eal star, when asked 
about this ill-fated venture. And any¬ 
way. he seems to have decided that if 
the big screen doesn't work out, he 
will settle for the small oiu\ I le has Iin- 
eil up a few television sc^rials (courtesy 
the CirH'vista group) and is happy to 
be dabbling in grease paint and semint- 
mg before tne powerful lights of tW 


I'V camera. Obviously, he is not com¬ 
fortable talking about the big .screen 
ditch. There are too many unhappy 
memories there. There was the jinxed 
faunal with fuhi C'haw'la (when she 
was just an aspring .starlet) and Aditya 
Pancholi whiA was re-released in an 
unrecognisable I'V format with a 
tongue-twisting name that sunk, mer- 



IV) 




Sangeeta B^lanl 


dfiilly for |uhi, wirttout a trace. Yet 
another film, called CAar Deeweri 
femained, a$ Aziz observes sadly, 
within the four walls of the studio. Of 
course, he was nut intending to run 
around trees or dutch onto starlet 
ptilam. "I would not do anything ridi¬ 
culous. It Woidd have had to suit my 
a«!. But anyway, leave these talks 
about nw movie attempts aside, ifuar. I 
do not luu* to see my gnazal-singing 
image diluted by all mis," orders to 
singer. 

Nor will he talk of his initial tryst 
with cridcet or his student days dogg¬ 
ing for a commerce (I f onours, those 
days) degree. Happy memories, but 
he is in the present and now. Digging 
around in me past is not for him, 
unless it be in nis lovelorn lines of his 
ghazals Mention the siUy rumours 
that dogged him down when he was 
touring America and he is equally 
unaimlortable In the aftermath of the 
Bombay nots, when invited by foreign 
.siionsors for a ghazai-singing sprev in 
tneStates he left only to find the gossip 
odunms take* otf about how 'ho had 
run away from the liots' and relumed 
'only after peart’ relumed to Bombay, 
after three years'. 

"Nonsense," snorts Aziz "I lefi for 
the Stales in February 1993 and return¬ 
ed lo India after a tew months I did 
not run away 1 was shifting home, I 
had my two babies whoM," ouidhood I 
wantt'd to be [>art of and was doing 
my foreign tours." 

Meanwhile, his contract with HMV 
fell by the wayside, not lobe renewed 
despite a few nalf-hcaiied promises 
initially from the audio group. "I am 
very vague, you know, and had not 
kept in mind the period of contract 
expiry," he smiles in between numer¬ 
ous phone calls. 

T alat would much rather talk about 
his new album. "Shahkaar means 
something extraordinarily gcxid, 
super. But," he adds quickly, "it does 
not mean that this word ha.s anything 
to do with my performancr'. It is |ust 
the title of my audio-cassette." 

"Ghazal composition needs extraor¬ 
dinary discipline, control or er the 
words and Ore creative flow of 
thoughts," says Azis. "A lot has been 
said about tny 'cultural background' 
and my panmts' literarv inclinations. 
But my tather was a high-powered exc*- 
culive and my mother, S^ida Abid, an 
Urdu short-story writer. But then* wa.s 
nothing extraordinarily or obsessive¬ 
ly creative about my parents. On Satur¬ 
day evenings, the white dhurries were 
spread out <iiid fnends were invited 


for an evening of Hyderabadi get- 
together. Those mehfils were wonder¬ 
ful experience, yes. But they did rwit 
make me a ghazal writer overnight. 
Tliat came after years of practice." 

When a<^i'd to explain what he 
meant when he said that he laid great 
.stress on gayidci, he rolls his eyes 
tiredly, "CA, that will involve compli¬ 
cated explanations," he si^s. "But I 
meant dial my singing Kxik the path 
cm which both the exponemt and tlie 
amateur met. My singing appealed to 
both the ordinary people*, ui^ucated 
in music and the expt*n musician. The 
tightrope of balance had to he 
achievi^. And it is for my listeners to 
say if I have managed to achieve this." 

I Ic ha.s often been criticised for sim¬ 
plifying the language of the ghazal. 
But, he retorts, criticism is the inernta- 
bk* reactiem to anything inruivative 
and novel. "Mirza Ghalib was criticis- 
cxl in his life-time. He died a pauper's 
ck*ath. People crifici.sed him also for 
making the ghazal a popular art 
form," ne says in his defence. "Not 
that I would compare myself with' 
greats like Ghalib, but criticism cannot 
stop us from pujniiarising it." 

He reminds these* critics how when 
his double album Tasmnmr in 19K7 was 
made into a video many purists wen* 
outraged at his attempt to pic'turise 
pcK'tiy on the screen. "I told them then 
(hut there will be some to whom (his 
form may appeal. If there arc* e\'cni a 


fc*w who like it dien my attempt 
would K*satisfying" recalls Aziz. 
"Also, texlay everybcKiy is doing 
videos of songs. First attempts will 
always draw such flak." 

Strangely, the song that he did not 
quite like singing -- die gravelly tone 
that he rendered as Kartxx|ue Sheikh's 
voice ill Umrao Juan ~ made him a 
household name. Bcdcue that, of cour¬ 
se, he had already tasted success with 
debut album, Jaxiit Singh Presents Talat 
Aziz, which had been a hit in 1979 His 
training shnts with Ustad Samad 
Khan of the Kirana gharana, Ustad 
Faiyyaz. Ahmed Khan and 'the* 
maestro of ghazal n^naissance Mehdi 
I la.s.san' improves his voice es'eii 
further. 

His first album was composed by 
ghazai-singer and lriend-mt‘ntor |ag- 
pt Singh whose gentle prodding had 
dravni the* singt'r into the worliJ of pre¬ 
tty m'.'sic and prettier words that 
enhanced and appealed to music afi¬ 
cionados. "Ghazal comes from a word 
(hat means 'dc’er'. It implies grace it 
graces romance," explains Tabt, in an 
attempt to explain why the musk' 
form appeals to the young and old 
alike 

Perhaps, romance is an outdatc*d 
a>n«*pt in Uiday's fa.st-fiart' world? 
"No," in.si.sts the singer, "it may have 
limited app«‘al.But Inisappt>al iseiidu 
nng " As, indecHi. i,s 1 alat Aziz him- 
s«*lf ■ 
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What bilngs teais to 
your eyes? 


Pollen in New York 
and smog in New 
Delhi 
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We set the pace We manufacture with the 
express purpose of satisfying our customers 
Our R&D sustains this objective. H seeks to 
present the perfect product. Each miniscule 
detail is sr^anned with an eagle eye - be it 
the raw material, the manufacturing process 
or the finished product. Today, our 
numerous and varied products cater to a 


wide spectrum of industnes. both in India as 
well as abroad This reality is a result of our 
discerning eye - our R&O 



UCL IS a ieadei in the Indian cable industry, 
producing a wide range of cables and 
capacitors, known by the brand name of 
'Unistar', in collaboration with various interna¬ 
tionally renowned principals The range 
includes Paper Insulated Cables. Speciality 
Elastomeric Cables. Cross Linked Polythene 
Cables, Power & Instrumentation Cables and 
Power Capacitors 


P O Biiia Vikas, batna 485 005 fM P) 



VINDHYA TELELINKS LTD. 

VTL was established in technical collaboration 
with Ericsson Cables AB, Sweden, arKf 
manufactures a wide range of Polyttiene 
Insulated Jelly Filled Underground Telephone 
Cables in a wide range of standard 
conductor sizes with cable sizes varying from 
10 pairs to 3600 pairs 

Udyog Vihar, P O Chorhata. Rewa 486 006 (M P) 



BIRLA ERICSSON OPTICAL LTD. 

BEOl has entered into the field of 
telecommunication for the manufacture of Fibre 
Optic cables at its state-of-the-art complex at 
Rewa (M P ) in a joint venture with world 
renowned Ericsson Cables AB. Sweden The 
Fibre Optic cables are of international quality 
and meet all the requirements of the Depart¬ 
ment of Telecommunications and the Railways 

Udyog Vihai, P O Chorttata. Rewa 486006 (MP) 


Hand-in-hand! with the Nation's progress 

- (BirCa <^roup 
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Kc^ in IXlwaiB Dufhaniya LeJ^enge 


Who’S the 
Number One? 

■ It is unfair to compare 
Madhuri Dixit with Ki^ol 
('KajoH' February 11). 
Madhuri has reached the 
number one position after 
years of slogging in the 
industry. She is sincere, 
hard-working, professio¬ 
nal and above all very, 
very talented. 

Tras, of course, does not 
mean that Kajoi has none 
of these abiding qualities. 
But she is a newcomer 
who .still ha.s a long way to 
go to prove her worth. 

In Ine three / tour years 
that she has been in the 
imiustry, she ha.s given not 
more than three hits and 
this does not make her a 
contestant for the number 
one slot. 

SudMtasatttva Bosf, 

CmK'h Behar (W.B > 

^ Madhuri and Kajol arc 
both beautiful and talen¬ 
ted. It would a difficult 
task (oi Kajol to reach the 
top slot Urmila Matond- 
kar is the only ac'trcss who 
ran give Kajol a run for her 
money. 

Debaidiis Sen, 

Calcutta 

■I Of the stars who have 
introduced their 
daughters to filnw, Tanuja 
and Bobita have been most 


successful. Mala Sinha 
introduced her daughter, 
Pratibha, amidst much fan¬ 
fare but the newcomer 
could nut make much 
headway. 

Fven Dimple, whose 
daughter, Twinkle Khan- 
na, made her debut in 
Parfuat, has doubts about 
her dau^ter's career. 

Kajol has reallv been 
lucky although slie started 
her career with a flop film. 
But it would be wrong to 
rpresiune that Kajol would 
take Madhtui's place; for 
Kajol is yet to be marked as' 
a good dancer like 
Madhuri. 

Even choreographer 


Saroj Khan has pracsed 
Madhun for her natural 
dance movements on the 
strength of which she has 

{ ;iven some of the biggest 
iits in tinsel town. 

Partha Pratim Module, 
Hcniirah (W.B.) 

• Bom and brought up in 
a family of filmstars, it was 
only natural that Kajol 
would pick up the traits of 
her family members. 

She definitely has an 
edge over her rivals 
hjecause of her liveliness, 
charm and vibrancy. She is 
beautiful in a careles.s kind 
of way which makes her 


I uresistiBle to her admirers. 
Sunil Banerjee, 

Calcutta 

91 Three generations in the 
film industry: Shobhna 
Samarth, Tanu|a and now 
Kajol. Acting has of late, 
become a dynosltc prtifes- 
.sion in Bollywood. l,ook at 
Kanshma Kapoor Who 
would have tnou^t that 
she would break the 
Kapoor family taboo and 
rmler films. 

Of course, she had much 
to thank her enterprising 
parents who did not come 
in the way of her ambitions 
Sukla Das, 

Jttttishedjner 
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INDIANS AI\L ii'-ed to the idea of cncketorv — 
both fnim hen-and .ibroad —having ■-V 'rt- 
hved affairs witli liidian actrc'-ses Some 'f thuM.* 
have culminated in marriage and some h.-ve 
not. So, will Arharuddin and Sangeeta finally tie 
the nuptial knot or will the relationship fix/.le 
out? 
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29 POTTED HI.STORY 
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Mohammad Azharuddin 









COVERSTO^ 


IT’S ALL IN 
THE STARS 




VaishaH Honawar details the irresistible attraction hetiveen 

film actresses and cricketers 

IF YOU WEREN'T LOOKING FOR IT, YOU MIGHT WELL HAVE MISSED It. IT TOOK MOST NEWSf'A- 
pers only a few column inches to announce that India's Test cricket captain, Mohammad 
Azhaniddin, had divorced his wife of nine years, Naureen. But most people were looking 
out for such an announcement, anyway. Ever since, in fact, the first rumours of a dalliance 
between model-tumed-flop actress Sangeeta Bijlani and Azhar had begun doing the 
rounds. 

They began as hushed whispers last year, when Azhar and Sangeeta were spotted din¬ 
ing in various trendy Bombay restaurants, and holding hands in the lobby of Hotel Lexing¬ 
ton (the Taj property in New York) while on holiday in America. Those who dismissed this 
a.s gossip were convinced when Sangeeta and Azhar arrived in Bombay together; to be 
greeted at the airport by Salman Khan, Sangeeta's ex-boyfriend, who was intent on bash- 


Gary Sobers Anju Mahendru 






Sharmila and Pataudi 


ing the cnckcter's face. 

Still, there were those whii insisted 
that the affair was merely a figment ot 
the media's overworked imagination 
After all, they asked, what on earth 
could Aj-har and Bijli (as Sangeela is 
popularly known) have in common? 
Sangeeta wa.«. the hip Bombay girl, 
who IovchJ wearitig short skirts and 
grooving the night away in discos. 
Azhar, on the other hand, was the 
scion of a lower midd]e<lass ortho- 
diix Muslim family from ff yderabad, 
who despite his extensive travels 
abroad, still spoke very dodgy 
English He may ha vemovexi to the up¬ 
market area ot Banjara Hilts, but the 
sophisticabon that was so much a part 
of Sangeeta's charm was completely 
lacking in Azhar. 

So, what on earth could she piossibly 
see in him? All this talk must be just 
that: talk. 

Not quite, just when the stories 
were bx^nning to die down, Azhar 
and Sangevta themselves gave the gos¬ 


sip a fresh Umjv' of life, making headli¬ 
nes while on a visit to Bangalore. The 
couple were photographed while th«‘y 
were on a romantic walk in one of the 
tonier neighbourhiKxls of the city, and 
the story made it to all the newspa¬ 
pers But no, there weren't any pictu¬ 
res accompanying the storv, Azhar 
liad grabbed the camera, torn out the 
roll, and landed the photographer a 
couple of hefty blows for good 
measure. 

The divorce announcement was the 
final word on an issue that was 
already exercising the public mind. 
Clearly, this was no one-night stand, 
dirty weekend or even a holiday 
romance. This was the Real Tiling, and 
Azhar intended to make an honest 
woman of the girl he loved. 

N ow that Kws unusual. The Indian- 
public had become used to 
cricket players—both from here and 
abroad — having short-liv'ed affairs 
with actresses. But it was only a 


minuscule number of ttiese alliances 
that actually resulted in marriage. 

Take the Imran Khan-2!eenat Aman 
affair, for instance. This, of course, 
took place when Imran was still the 
star of the Pakistani cricket team, and 
was known as the Loin (no, not Lion) 
of Punjab, rather tlian an upholder of 
the Islamic faith. He arrived in India, 
very keen to meet Zeenat, who was 
then the reigning sex symbol of 
Bollywood. 

Things didn't go t(x> well, initially, 
though. Imran was reportedly mortal¬ 
ly disappointed when he first set eyes 
on Arrian at a film party."^'ou mean 
that Ls 2^eenat Aman?" he is said to 
have asked incredulously. 

Matters tc>ok a somewhat more for¬ 
tuitous turn after that, though, and 
Aman ended up spending a few 
months living with Imran in England, 
while he was playing county cricket. 
But the affair ended soon after. Imran, 
who was then involved with F.mma- 
Sdrjeant, didn't want anybody back 
home in Pakistan to know that he vc'as 
dating an Indian actress And in those* 
days, he* was still insisting that he 
would only marry a Pakistani virgin 
chixjsen foi him by his mother. 

Not every I’akistani wa.s i|uite so 
particular, though Mohsin Khan, tor 
instance, who marncxl Keena Koy 
after a short and tempestuous court¬ 
ship. Rec'na had just come cuit ot a di*- 
dstrous ri'Iationship with Shatrughan 
Sinha, and was keem to settle down, 
and Mohsin was, apparently, dazzled 

Neena Gupta 





Amrita Singh Ravi Shastrt 


Vivian Richands 



by the glamour ass^Kiated with a 
Hindi film actress. Also, his oncket car¬ 
eer was ending, and he wa.s hoping to 
make it in the Bombay film industry. 
So, it didn f exactly hurt to have a wile 
who was well clu^ in to that scene. 
And since Roy jiad a Muslim father, 
there were no problems of a religious 
nature, either. 

Things began well enough, but pro¬ 
blems a opped up in the relaUonship 
when it became dear that Mohsin was 
never going to make it in Hindi 
movies. The couple drifted further 
and further apart, until finally Mohsin 
uppetl and left for Pakistan, taking his 

baby daughter Jannat with him. As 

things stand today, Reena has begun 
acting in movies again, and hasn't 
seen h«r daughter for years. 

T his irresistible attraction between 
actresses and cricketers isn't a rec¬ 
ent development, though. The first 
such alliance was that between Man- 
AliKhan Pataudi, then India's fore¬ 


most cncketcr (now wlitor of 
Sfwrhvyorld, a sister publication of 7 hr 
f cicgraph) and Sharmila Tagore, a 
descendent of India's most famous 
poet, Rabindranath Tagore 
But Sharmila and Tiger (as Pataudi 
is popularly known) had more in com¬ 
mon w'lth one another than later 
actreS5<nckcterpainng.s Both had 
more or less .similar backgrounds- 
they came from upperclass homes, 
which wcTe mcxlern. Westernised and 
subsmbed to liberal values. They 
were famous in their respective fields 
of work, and were, therefore, not inti¬ 
midated by each other's celebnty. 

And such was the strength of their 
union that it survives to this dav. at a 
time when most marriages end up 
being mere shams or arrangements of 
convenience 

But the Khans are an exa'ption to 
the rule; most cricketer-actres.s rela¬ 
tionships have proved to Iv Itss than 
enduring. There was the famous enga¬ 
gement between Anju Mahendni, 







Imran Khan 


Zeenat Aman 


lht*n a snialJ-time actn\s<! and Garv' 
SoKts, tlu' W«*st Indian iraptain, wfu* 
wail then ttninnj; India as- the head ot 
his team An|u v\'as> a regular fi vturr at 
all the tnatcht>s and the r< jple tx'lebra 
tetl their engagement with a big partv 
to whieh all of litinibav w n.s inviU d 

Tht' relationship, however, lasUs.1 
only as long as the tour itM*lf. No vx> 
ner had Stibers Mown otf home than it 
was announced that theengagemeni 
was t)tt, lending people to specxiiate 
that it had (»niy been a publiciU' stunt, 
anvway, and stxni atter, An|u began 
an attair ivith Rag>sh kiianna, who 
was then the number one hero in Btini- 
bay. 1’he couple remained together for 
many years, until Kajesh ditched Anju 
to marrv Ihmplt* after a whirlwind 
courtship 

More rtxx*ntlv, an<Uher West Indian 
cricketer has been involved with a 
small-time actress, though this rela¬ 
tionship has had more tlian a whiff of 
scandal surrounding it. Viv Kichards 
and Necna Ciupta were an item a lew 
vears ago. when the West Indians 
were touring India. And when Gupta 
announced soon atter that she wa.s pre¬ 
gnant, there was much speculation 
about the identity of the child's father. 
But even as rumours flew around that 
Richards was the man in question, 
Gupta refused to either confirm or 
denv them. 


But some of her decisions in tlie tol- 
lowing months told their own story 
Neena named her daughter Masaha. 
which apparently means African pnn- 
evss, thereby indirectly amfimung the 
child's parentage. And one particular- 
h enterprising magazine got hold 
ot the baby'.s birth evrtiheate, which 
had Viv Kichards named as the father 

Neena, tor her part, maintained a 
discr jet silence even as she entered 
into a .senes of relationshq>s. The most 
famous of these was, of course, 
with a bearded 1>ilhi giumalist, who 
was a go(xi fnend (and a Doon and 
Cambndge classmate) of Rajiv C^n- 
dhi. But none of these seem to have 
worked out, for now Neena and Viv 
appear to be bark together. 

What's more, these* days Neena and 
Viv have thrown all discretion to the 
winds. Richards reportedly visits 
India once a year to see his daughter, 
and the counle take her on holiday 
regularly. And recently, Neena and 
Viv were seen sitting next to each 
other at a turution held m connection 
with the release of Asiia Bhonsle's 
new cassette, Rahul and 1. What's 
more, Richards even spoke to a televi¬ 
sion crew at the event, quite unconcer¬ 
ned about the fact that Neena would 
be seen smiling over his shoulder on 
small screens ^1 over the country. 


T lie be;it-docunu*nted of lhc*se rela¬ 
tionships was, of course, the Ravi 
Shastn-Amnta Smgh liaison For one 
thing, this was one artair that was con 
ducted in the full glare ot media publi¬ 
city, with both Sha.stri and Singh mak 
ing no secret ot the tact that they were 
seeing each other. And for another, 
both of them were very sc'rious about 
making a go ot tilings; they had even 
got officially engaged and hopH’d to 
get married ui time. 

That wasn't to be, howevci Nobo¬ 
dy 1.S sure why exactly the relationship 
ended, but soon after Amrita was seen 
painting the town red with Vmod 
Khanna This time, too, Amrita 
announced that she planned to many, 
but all such plans collapsed as her 
tamily raised objection.s to the vast age 
gap between Klianna and her. 

But then, Amrita had never had 
much luck with men. Her first relation¬ 
ship— while she was vet a school girl 
—with yet another cricketer, Kirti 
Azad (son of the Congress politician, 
Bhagwat Jha Azad), also ended badly. 
And Amnta decided to leave Delhi to 
try and make it in the movies in 
Bombay. 

She managed to achieve a measure 
of success in her film career, but Amri- 
ta never succeeded in marrying a 
cricketer. In the end, she had to make 
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do with the son ot one Sail All Khan, 
thct*ldL*st son of T4',er f’.itauili 

Blit Amrita's ri'latioiii.!ups, at least, 
were serious ones, in whu’h marriaj'e 
was a real option. The same cannot be 
saiil ol the short-h\ ed attair between 
Kapil Pi-v ami Sanka, which took 
place long betore India's most famous 
all roundi'r settled down with Romi. 
Or e\ en Mano) I’rabhakar's brief dalli¬ 
ance with Farheen, a small-time 
actress whi i made the mo.st ot her strik¬ 
ing resembl^j^co toMadhun Oixit 

B ut none ol these relationships have- 
attracted the attention that the 
Ayharuddin-bijlam liaison has com- 
mandc>d. When Azhar played a reck¬ 
less shot and gifted the ball back to the 
bow'ler at the now-notoricnis World 
Cup semi-final m Calcutta, the crowd 
seemed to think that the captain's Ichv 
lishiu’ss was caused by his relation- 
.ship with the actress 

Sangeet.i left t.den Ciardens 101011x11- 
ately after A/har lelt the crease, but 
thecrc'wd was in no miH>d to forgive 
the duo. "Salman Khan's career went 
through a bad p.itcli bixause of Iut 
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Reena Roy witti her husband Mohsin Kham 




Kapil Dev 


and only improved when she mo\txl 
away," said one biller cricket tan 
"And now she is bringing bad luck to 
Azliaruddin." 

This IS certainly tixi harsh and com¬ 
pletely unfair Would Sangcvla ha\ e 
bc*cn given the crc'dit it ImJia had won 
the World Cup^ So why blame her lor 
a defeat? 

But this hystencal ovcr-rcaction 
shows how difficult it wiJl Ik* lor the 
couple to survive the gossip and scan¬ 
dal surrounding their relationship. 
For the record, though, SangciTa's 
seerrtary maintains that the two have 
no plans to get married This is widely 
believ'ed to be a conseciuence of the 
controversy surrounding the break¬ 
up of A/har's marriage Clearly, 
Sangeeta doesn't want people to say 
that he's left his wife and children for 
her. 

But unless something goes very 
wTong, it seems clear that Azhar and 
Sangeeta are going to be a couple for 
fhe rorseeable future. Perhaps this 
spell of bad luck will pass and so will 
the controversy. And who knows, 
they might just become the Tiger and 
Sharmila of the WOd ■ 




BPmiiiHi'i'fiiiiiiifwr 

Extract 

Talkies from 

TOLLYWOOD 



Looking at 13ongali 
iiifina ihroiigli the* 
yoais. \n oxlracl 


ExtracteUJrnm 
Rasa 77/(' Indian 
Pvrfarniuifi Arts in the 
Ixist Years. Vtilnme 
//. Iheatrvand 
Cinema, EgUledby 
Ananda Lai 
(Theatre) and 
CMdananda 
liasgupta 
(Cinema); 
T^biished by 
Anamika Kata 
Sat^)fam Research 
and Publications, 
Calcutta; S*rice 
Rs 1,500 


inoma m Bt^ngai as an organised lod survives to give us a first hand 

endeavour will complete 75 years in account of the endeavour. However, 

1W4, a date that broadly coincides reports and advertisments in some 

with the centenary of cinema in the contemporary newspapers bear evid- 
world. But film activity in Calcutta as ence to the activity: the movement 

a sfxiradic exercise is as old as the pres- against the first Partition of Bengal in 

enl century if we take into account the 1905 is reported to have been filmed, 
attempts at actuality shooting or him as was the Delhi durbar of 1911. 
viewing in tents, in ctimniercial Showhtm.ses for exhibiting films 

theatres; hotels and private places In from abroad starti-d being built by the 

1K95 Itself, a few months after the Madans The first film audiences were 

l.umiere inv^ention was publicly excitcxi by the very tact of seeing mov- 

demonslrated in Pans, film strips ing ob|ects projected on screen by a 

were shi»wn lu Bombay's Warscin machine As the meiliiim came to be 

hotel. Stxin, theselectgroups in Calcut- commercially exploited, people 
t<i were exposed to the marvels of the gradually got used to the wonders of 

new scientific invention. A few intre- the motion pictures exhibition of 
pid souls made their foray into the imported films in tents by travelling 

unexplored territory, cranking a came- showmen, the building of permanent 
ra at the turn of the century. Hiralal picture palaces, followed bv local pro- 
SiMi t)f hallowed memory tried his duction, laid the foundationof the 

hand in recording stray events happe- film industry in Calcutta in just over a 
ning around. Some commercial decade. 

theatres ot North Calcutta soon The ambience was cosmopolitan, 

entertained their audience by project- Films were imported for exhibition 
ing actualities as additional attraction, and equipment, and so was raw stock. 

Unfortunately, no material of that per- , Actors, actresses, technicians from 


Kanan Devi and Pramathesh Barua in Mukti 




Suchitra Sen anci Uttam Kumar: The fifties' romantic duo 


othri parts indi.i came to Calcutta to 
seek thfir tortiint- r\-«-n in 'ht‘ colonial 
poruuf when the fruits of invention 
were primarily to the entertainment 
and commercial needs of the minute 
minority of foreigners living here, a 
new vista arose, both lor creative use 
and commercial exploitation. Thea.spi- 
ration of a people in bondage found 
e.xpression in the new medium as the 
spirit of emancipation soared in suc¬ 
cessive waves of the freedom 
movement 

I'he pioneers started forming orga¬ 
nisations with their evitable word 
'bioscope' atlached to the names of 
companies f firalal Sen's Royal Biosco¬ 
pe, an early venture was followed by 
Madan's HIphinstone Bioscope. 
Elphinstone I’icturo I’alacc was built 
by Madan in 19(17. A decade later he 
owned 12 of the 1.1 showhouses ip Cal - 
cutta fn the entertainment world of 
the time the Parsis had a strong presen- 
ce,bothin production and exhibition. 
Both llie first featuri' film Bilhramanga! 
(19191 and the first Bengali talkie/<»««/ 
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Sasthi (1931) w'ere prcxluced bv 
Madan Till 1931 only silent films were 
made in Calcutta though sound films 
had come to India a couple of vctirs 
back The silent films often had titles 
in more than two languages Nearly 
130 silent films were maeJe here in the 
12 years between 1919 and 1931. 

As in Bombay, mythological and 
religicius themes dominated the early 
period But in Bengal, the tradition ol 
literatuie. and theatreintluenced the 
oulkiok of the filmmaker right from 
the beginning anci 'scKial' emerged in 
no time, thanks to the time-tested 
popularity of Bankimehandra, 
Rabindranath and Saratchandra Tlic 
latter two weif in the tiillnc>ss of their 
creative life in the Twenties and Thirt¬ 
ies and their presence was itself a sou 
rce of inspiration. Literary material 
was considered 'safe' as the audience 
was .suppo.sed to be familiar with the 
big names and pei haps the contents of 
the stories and novels and the milieu 
in which most stories were woven. 

The middle class audience lapped up 


the .scrcxin versions of famous books 
From an average of 10 silent films in 
the Twenties, production peaked at 20 
in 1931 when theairtain on the silent 
period was finally rung down The 
Madans had a headstart which conti¬ 
nued for nea r. iwci decades, but as 
more producers took the field in the 
beginning of the 'talkies' and more 
showhouses came to be built, the 
Madan t>mpire shrank. Even in the ear¬ 
ly Twenties, the new medium attract¬ 
ed a sizeable number of bright and 
adventurous members of the elifc-s of 
Bengal. Apart from those who had 
made their mark on the stage like Sisir 
Bhaduri and Naresh Mitra, others like 
Dhiren Ganguly (IXJ), Niranjan Pal, 
Modhu Bose, Nilish Lahiry and later, 
Nitin Bose, C)ebaki Bose, P C. Harua 
and B N Sircar gave the cinema m 
Bengal a distinct appearance and a 
name 'rhus, to the entertainment 
world of Calcutta dominatc'd by 
theatre iind music performances on 
the one hand and circus and football 
on the other, the now dmonsion of cine¬ 
ma was added more than seven 
diXTades ago. 

*■1 + 

I n the Thirties and the Forties, 
thanks to *he studio system 
spearheaded by Nev Thi‘atrc*s, A body 
of work in Bengali cinema was creati’d 
whicli, despite the hangoc'er ol a 
theatrical tradition and Ihe literary 
influences, was able to cater to the 
audience's need Even Satyajit Ray 
commended the U*chnical competence 
in camera work, sound, editing and 
laboraUiry work ol the New Theatre's 
technicians in the Thirties and observ¬ 
ed that in contempoiary (late Sevent¬ 
ies when he wrote the piece) Bengali 
films, one hardly noticed that kind of 
skill. From the devotional religious 
films of Debaki Bose in the Thirties 
through the music based films of 
Madhu Bose, Nitin Bose's Dasher Mnti 
and Barua's AiHukar (a shade different 
from the standard middle class the¬ 
mes and roles), to Charu Ray's 

Bimal Roy's Udaifer Pnthe 
and Hcmon Gupta's Bluili Niii and '42 
(Political content), in less than two 
decades Bengal traveresed its path, 
with some recognisable films about 
contemporary mores The harvest was 
not poor. A certain angst informed the 
films. 

Nevertheless, crisis has always been 
endemic in Bengali film industry The 
studio system which gave the indus¬ 
try a measure of stability, ensuring 
steady production, regular releases, 
fair return and occasional all-India 


exposvire, was showing signs of the 
debility from the early Forties. The 
war years pumped in a lot of money 
and some clever ones injected part of 
the wealth into filmmaking Many 
actors and actresses were lured out of 
the studios to work fot independent 
producers for the big money they offe¬ 
red. Hordes of independents entered 
the field of pnxluction. Studio- 
produced film production came dtiwn 
alarmingly. As in Hombay where 
heavy inroads were made by unscru¬ 
pulous moneyed st'ction, Bengali film 
industry could not withstand the 
onslaught. Since the end of war a shift- 
ingol workplace by directors from Cal¬ 
cutta to Bombay was witnessed over 
the years in a few years, directors like 
Bimal Roy, music directors like S.D. 
Burman, technicians, even actors and 
actresses left for Bombay (Nimai 
Ghosh went to Madras in the Fifties) 
for more securi' working conditions 

I n . Nemai Ghosh macie 

Chfinimimiil, on the appaling condi¬ 
tions ot the displaced poepic from 
East Pakistan As a cameraman he 
knt'vv how the tragit situation should 
be filmed and he turned a ilirertor to 
make that reality a vivid account of the 
pi>litical and six'ial upheaval that 
engulfwi Bengal This was followed 
bv Na);;ank by Ritwik Cihatak, a second 
attempt to capture the devastations of 
Partition The film was not released at 
the time These were intrepid attempts 
at lilmmaking in I, alcutta which 
swam against the prevailing current 
in Tollvgunge. 

The mainstream Ik-ngali industry 
coni mued bt* affected by the shrink¬ 
ing market. I ,ike in Calcutta, Bombay 
industry also did away with studio 
system due to the thrust of black 
money and the new' class of produ¬ 
cers The star system evolved as funds 
were used less for the production per 
se but to placate the stars who with 
their gcKxl looks, song and dance and 
extravagan/a would capture the 
public. The lowest common denomi¬ 
nation of ta.ste of the audience was aim¬ 
ed at and much of this crap was lapp¬ 
ed up. 

Bengali films were hardpressed by 
the dominance of such Hindi films. In 
the face of such adversity two new 
stars were born in Tollygunge. Uttam 
Kumar and Suchitra Sot, formed the 
star couple in accepted sense. From 
the early Fitities onwards they became 
the mainstay of commercial Bengali 
cinema for more than a decade. The 
industry gained a little confidence. 


The stars could rescue them when the 
going was really tough. 

But the lack of foresight became evi¬ 
dent in the industry's extraordinary 
reluctance to invest in toning up the 
infrastructure—better laboratory and 
equipment facilites and production in 
colour. The result was reflected in 
shoddy local production and the avoi¬ 
dable dependence on unnecessary 
trips to Bombay and Madras for mak¬ 
ing films in colour. 

Satyajit Ray launched his career in 
filmmaking in circum,stances well 
known. In 1^55, Pnthcr Pttncliali w'as 
released. The and lence seemed tixi 
overwhelmed to react in the first few 
weeks, and the detractors viewed it 
with mild derision. But soon people 
came to realise that they were witness 
to momentous hapt'ning in the crea¬ 
tive arena. Yet the visual exatement 
came from the much used tool in the 
Bengali cinema — - the translation of a 
literary classic to the screen Only this 
time It was a transformation, using 
untried technicians, mostly non- 
professional actors and actresses, Ray 
created a transcendence In a trice the 
picture of rural Bengal was laid open 
to a world with a universal story. 
People with men, women and childr¬ 
en portrayed in glowing human 
terms The atmosphere is autlientic 
and the long lyrical. The story is the 
timeless saga ot a family struggling for 


a modi'st In'ing in a small place K.i\ 
wenton tocreatean impressicetlironi- 
cle of Indian .society for nearly four 
decades. He himself (>bser\'ed that ho 
did not like to be typed as a filjnmaker. 
That explains his exiierimcntation in 
fantasy, comedy, children's stories, 
stK'ial commentary He was an artviir 
in best sense, exercising personal con¬ 
trol over his films more than an)- other 
ma|or director His own film stories 
had special qualities— Kniu lmiiiiin^hd 
the first colour him, Nti\iak in 
which he cast the matinee idol ot the 
Bengali screen L'ttam Kumar, Pikw, 
made for the French television, Sltuklm 
PrtvUakhn, a French production 
Agantiik his last film and Uttnniii 
which he wrote but could not lake up 
as death interventnl All ot them bear 
the typical Ray stamp in conception 
and execution. The sequal to l ntofn/ 
Gyiic Rtiyha Pi/iir. Sihkh Ki'lln and }ni 
tialw PhelumiU also exude a cerlaiii 
charm and are favourites of all age 
groups "The supreme humanist ot 
the world's directors" ne\ er faltered 
in his lOnviction and easily spurned 
ofters of filmmaking eveii Irom 1 lolly- 
wtKid as they did not meet his terms 
The consummate artist also lived the 
life true to his conscience. Hi'- prodigi¬ 
ous output ot ."W) films, including 
dcKiimentaries in as many vt'.irs is a 
testimony to his single mmdedness 
Fven when portraying the depth ol 


Anil Chattorjee and Supriya Chowdhiiry in Meghe Dhaka Tara 
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Sharmila Tagore and Uttam Kumar in Satyajit Ray's Nayak 


ptwerty he never iillowed his vision to social awareness which is the hall- 
beclouded by pessimism He lifted mark of his filmmaking Himsell 
Bengali cinema out of the morass i>f uprootetl by the Partition of Bengiil, 
sloppincss and half baked ideas about ht' cried out with deep teehng against 

the medium that had relegated it to the pohtu lan who brtiught Partition 
the backw'aters 1 lis influence on the and endless misery to the people ol 
cinema of other regions of India inspir- Bengal 

ed new movements in Karnataka and After his first film Naj^ank (1452) fail 
Kerala. l.ater the new wave in Hindi txl to be released, he made Ajmlttk in - 

anema in the early Seventies started 1458. an unusual story of the rclation- 

largely with funds from the govern- shipof ataxidriverwithhisLaraltrilni- 

ment agencies also owed its inspira- ting human qualities to the machine 
tion to the palhbreaking work of Ray. The response to the film was sensation- 

In (Calcutta itself, it createti an ambien- a! for the initiated audience which was 
ce, in the late fifties, not only in the gradually taKing shape by that time 
form of bettei taste tor ginid cinema, when Kay had already made three 
but in the urge to experiment. Some films and the .vigorous film movement 
producers saw it was easier to find was in full swing It was clear that ano- 
aimmercial outlet for a new ly pe of ther filmmaker of outstanding talent 

film of modest budget without the lor- had appeared on the horizon, 
bidding presence ot actors and aclres- ok the eight films made by Cha¬ 
ses of higher financial range and tak in two decades, the thn>c in a row, 

invested in such films Apart Irom his Meghe Dhaka lam. Komal GanJImr and 
two major contemporaries, Ritwik Suharnarrkha were on the theme of Par- 
Ghatak and Mrinal Sen who also tition, to which Gha tak was never 

could perhaps breathe a little freely in reconciled. The tone is often harsh, the 
the otherwise stifling atmosphere of tenor uneven and the diafogue thcatri- 
Bengali cinema, others also thought of cal The ch. 5 ractors take on archetypal 
making their foray into filmmaking traits which Ghatak often underlined. 
There were some who joined feature He made a highly emotional film Titan 
filmmaking only to make one film, Ekii Nadir Naam after Bangladesli had 
like Barin Saha, Chidananda Dasgup- been liberated. The long, meandering, 
■ta, Bhupendra Kr. Sanyaland O.C. someliiiie.si iumsycour.se of the (ilm 

Ganguly. It would not have been poss- reflects life itself m its myriad miKids. 
ible for them to make a start if the .si tua- His last film Jiikti Takku Cappo discour- 
tion had not been radically altered by se on the state of contemporary society 

the overwhelming presence of Ray. even though he never gave up hope. 

Two. characteristics of Ritwik Gha- The strength of his feelings and his 

tak for which he stands out among unused tht'ories have often blurred 
other filmmakers are his originality his accomplishment as a craftsman, 

and his daring His association With Most of his films failed at the box office 

IFTA must have imbued in him strong or were not released at all even though 
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in his lifetime he became a cult figure. 
His untimely death, perhaps brought 
about by a tempestuous life created a 
sudden void. Recent years have seen a 
new interest in his work in some fore¬ 
ign countries. 

M rinal Sen started in 14,56 with a 
film which even he does not care 
to remember now Next year with Ned 
Akanber Niche, based on a story by 
Mahadcvi Varma, he became well 
known as a director. Bainhe Srahan 
( 146(1) established him as a frontrank 
filmmaker. Dt*ft portrayals of reality 
and command over the medium made 
him one of the three new masters ot 
cinema in Calcutta. His association 
with the cultural movements of the 
Left and the tilm scKieties gave him 
(he additkmal right to be one leaders 
of the hew cinema movement But like 
Ghatak, he also did not find favour 
with the ordinary filmgoer and even 
l(iw-budget films he made in the early 
Sixties depicting man-woman rela¬ 
tionship in everyday milieu in middle 
cla.ss house failed toelick In Aka'^h 
Ri/smhi (! 463) he dabbU-d in devices 
like Iree/eshots and )ump aits, a hi 
Truffant and w'as promptly accused nf 
gimmickry. 

I.lespite his restless nature he has 
always been a resolute filmmaker He 
made a him in Griya in l%4 which 
shows his grasp ol the medium and 
sensitive handling of character and 
situations His real break, however, 
came through with Bhiilmu Shottic 


Naseeruddin Shah in Gautam Ghose's Paar 




(1969) in Hindi witli funds from the 
Film Finanie Corporation. The new 
wave of Hindi cinema has its origin in 
the films and state funding as a matter 
of policy got a shot in the arm The 
eventful but uneven career ol Sen look 
a new turn with hitcnnew (1971), Cnl- 
cutUi 71, Padiilik and CUorua made in 
quick succession The period was of 
political turmoil, the Leftist forces 
were trying to consolidate and S<m 
was trying to be commentator and 
chronicler of the political sevne and at 
the same time tried lo find new forms 
ol ex[>ression by breaking with the 
new narrative mould 

By the Si’venlies lie had atliiined 
maturity as a filmmakei with a caus<‘ 

1 lis e\periments continued, ht madi* a 
fine lilin in Telugu iOka Oori Knllui), in 
Hindi iMnyiii/rt), till hi'chatigcil track 
in fl I >111 Ptiitiiiiii HefinalK lett 
behind the strident message bearing 
exercises, mellowed enough to kxik 
inwaid ami to study the foibles ot indi- 
i-idu.ils caught in the web of society 

I he film S(. ene in Calcutta was cover¬ 
ed with glorv by ‘iai vajit Kav, tor the 
entile period since Independence by 
1 ihaltik loi )iistoverade>.ade S’liloi 
over thrivdeiaOes m a iTusade he con¬ 
tinues There weie others who attemp¬ 
ted .'ll .stixTinga middle course Tapan 
9inh.i, a eonti'ii’piirai v ol ICiv with a 
solid li-chniea! Ku kgiouiid clu>se 'o 
make lilms on a \anetv of tliemi's He 
lonimands a sizeable aiidietire lo 
slaiul by his large output. Tarun 




A scene from Mrinal Sen's Akaler Shandhatiey 


Majumdar tiKi is a good lilmmnker 
who has often struck it rich at thebox- 
otfiev. Filmmakers like them have sus¬ 
tained the industry wilh their tho¬ 
rough maslerv of the craft combined 
'vith a kei‘n sense of the audience Asil 
Sen stated off dramaticallv with 
Clutlachul and followed up lor 
.sometime but soon found liimselt 
changinggearlohead forBombay Ra)- ! 
en 'I arafdar's cTaiiyn (]9f>()) had <ilso a 
strong audience folUiwmg hir his 
v’arthy, virile, rich-in music, presenla 
turns There w IS Harisadhati Pasgup 
ta, a pioneer documentary rilmmaker, 
trying his hand in a couple ot features, | 
fluid and elegant, hut somehow the 
foray has not bwii i epentixl Purnen 
du Potree .md Cl C C.angiily commer 
cial artistes like Kay and Tarafdar, 
began with promise but could not sur¬ 
vive the tough I irnditions in Bengali 
film production Barm S«iha, a c.imera- 
man trained in Furope came with 
high hopes, madi- fere Niuht Parc, bul 
found himself left in the lurch, (.'hida- 
nanda Dasgupta alter a lew shots, 
made Bdet Plirrat tthe same name as 
IXi's film, the first 'sixial' in Iiulia). a 
tryptych with striking originality and 
a certain freshness. Bul the e.xpen 
ment has never bi'en repeated The 
path of Bengali cinema is littered with 
many genuine inventive exercises dis¬ 
rupted by an unthinking industry and 
an unfeeling audience who failed to 
support these attempts 
Even technicians of the calibie ot 
Subrata Mitra and art director Bansi 
Chandragupta found themselves out¬ 
siders in the hidebound and moii 
bund atmosphere of Tollygunge 


Actors IikeSoumilra L’lialterieeand 
actresses likt' Madhabi and Aparna 
lia ve sLii V ived bv their slreer professio¬ 
nalism I Vspile the lowering presence 
of 9atvaiil Rav, the Bengali tilm indus¬ 
try loiild not (lull Itself up liom its 
morass The numlx'r ol showhouses 
did imt rise, studios and labiiratirries 
laileil loA'fkvl investment in K'tter laci 
Iities and equipment The market wms 
getting less athai li\ e e\ en m V\esi 
Bengal itselt, audienee tasti- gradually 
changtxl in the lace of the I lindi films 
w’lth theii da//lmgeolour,and their 
extravagaii/a with dant e and .songs 
galore I here wei e no training facili¬ 
ties; barring a handtul, filmmakers 
well' Heading the biMti'ii path Dediiii' 
set m w'llh alarming rapiditv 
The state goi ernmeiil stepped in to 
the bwach in the late S'venties with a 
policy ol loan, giant, tlinx't prodiic 
turn, and investment in rntrastaicture 
like taking over ol a loss making stu¬ 
dio ainl later, setting u| • a colo'ii lab -r 
film eeiilre was also si't up m the mid- 
Eighfies 'I his could not slem tlw' 
w'hirle rot hut pitwided lor llw flowei- 
•ng of new talents m the late Sei enlies 
and the beginning ol Ihel'ighties Biid- 
dhadeb 1 tasgupta, (i.iutam Lihose 
Ihpalendii ( hakraborli were sup 
{xirted in tht'ii tilmmakingwireer and 
acquitted them.seh'es Tedifablv. A 
measure ot .stability in produeiton w.is 
the immediate lallout but llii’ Ixisii 
inade<.|uacv ol release houses lOiild 
not be met bvihe stuieageiu k's Me-m- 
while, more and more sh\n\ hinises 
were lured into Ihe I Imdi disii ibution 
oullel lo make matter^ wtifse foi 
Bengali i mema in its i>v\ n habitat ■ 
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ALL THAT JAZZ 


Ananda Lai oti how he first discoi’ercd Jlerhie f koieock; oHci i/ien 

ended np meeting him in (Mlcnttct 


S iirtif ol us i«\VL' uui lovt' of jaz/. 
to I li-rbi'tt li'ttroy Hancock. 
Take n\y lase Hurinft my 
•ichool and ciilk'iit* dav*. in the 
late Sixitcs and carlv iv'vonties my 
father otlon went on lecture tours as 
a visiting professor to American 
universities Steeped in Sixtie.s rock, I 
used to give him lists of albums 
unavailabli' in India lo bring back 
tor me. Above and beyond tru* call ol 
paternal duty, he'd not only procure 
those LPs but ask .some ot nis more 
fai-out students to tape their 
favourite recc'rds ftii m^ collection 
That's how I first heard legends 
like Jerry (larcia and Prank Zappa 
(may their souls rest in peace), long 
before peers in Calcutta had even 
heard of them. 1 piotected all those 
cassettes like anybody else would 
guard gold and— thougii the ferric 
oxide is wearing out now and the 
plastic hubs are .snapping away in 
rhythm—they still survive Worse for 


wear, they've grown old w'lth me 

In this ecK-ctic hoard one year, 
there arrived a THK with Stevie 
Wonder's groovy Fi//////iHy;i<’ss' Ytr^il 
Fmale on one side and Herbie 
Hancock's I JaulhiuiU-r'^ on the other 
Who was Herbie Hancock? Or 
maybe I should ask "Who are the 
Headhunters?", I remember thinking 
at that time The typical American 
.scrawl on the ca.ssette didn't 
distinguish hetwt>on title and hand 
Naturally, 1 hea.d Stevie Wonder 
first, loved it, and heard it again and 
again 

But one day I decided to give the 
B-side a listen I never recovered 
from the impact Since then, I’v'c 
listened to //mf/iiui/tTs so often and 
initiati‘d so many friends into it that 
the treble response on the tape has 
dulled and one channi. 1 has gone out 
ot balance with the cither Never 
mind, 1 still love it. 

I'd never faced anything like the 


massive bass rift in "Chameli’on" 
befori' — pounding away like a 
singie-tile lonvov of elephants 
slighllv inebrialc'd on muhtia and 
smashing through ihi- jungle in step 
Strangely enough, tor many years, I 
never knew the titles ot the numbers 
or the personnel on this 1973 bt'st- 
sellcr because the American 
umlergrad whu'd taped it must have 
been loo freaked out to list these 
little details on the inlay card I goc 
hold of the names much later. 

The music, 1 recall noting then, 
was instnimental (1 w'as intci rock 
songs at that turn'), yet it didn't 
sound like jazz I'd heard jazz before, 
on AIR, and 1 hadn't liked the brassy, 
somewhat discordant eftecl But this 
1 liked. (No wonder Hancock used a 
Fender Rhodes, a rlavinet and two 
Arp synthesizers vin it. Yet there was 
something vibrant, sensual, in it; not 
the artificiality as.sociated with . 
electronic instruments now. That's 


1S 
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probably why Hancock is attll rated 
the top musician on synthesizer by 
the readers of Dovnibcat, the most 
prestigious jazz magazine.) 

So I wanted to hear more of 
Hancock after that. Thrust and Mutt- 
Child followed. These belong to 
Herbie's ".soul funk" phase; he 
explains, he was "incorporating jazz, 
and funk into a very happy 
marriage.. It gives the music a 
character that is broad, vast, yet in 
touch with the people " I could 
appreciate that- it‘.s now he had 
appealed to me in the first place But 
these next few albums didn't create 
the magic for me that Headhunters 
had. 1 didn't much care for pure 
funk, 1 found its beat synthetic and 
monotonous, whereas the rhythm- 
and-blues influence on "Chameleon" 
or the snaky meandering on 
"Watermelon Man" (so reminiscent 
of Indian street hawkers' cries) wore ^ 
tar more subtle I 

Meanwhile, I'd begun tuning in 
to the soloing on Headhunters 
(whaievei little there was, according 
ti' piirist.s). I found the concept ot 
improvisation intnguing, since I'd 
sl.n ted listening seriinish to Indian 
classir.il music too Tlieie was 
something .ulventiirous. i hallengi.ig 
in the II lea that eieiy performame ot ; 
the same < oniposilinn imiKI be quite 1 
ililteR'iil Irom llie last 

I was hooked Mv jiiesl tor (a// 
coinmi'iiLetl With a I ouple of fellow ' 
enthusiasts whose miisua) tastes 
wen’ mo\ ing in the sanu' shrection, I 
joini’d Calcutta's only |az/ ilub. 
establisheil under the aegis ot the 
Ameiu.in L'nn'er.sify Centei m l‘>72 
Ciuided b\ the unfailing process ot 
.sell-eilucation, I began 
systenialK.illv seeking out 
recommended records by jaz/ 
masters as well as looking into the 
past work ol Harhi” llaneock 
Tracing him one phase back to 
the mid-Si\ties when he placed in 
v\hat many regard as the finest jazz 
combo I’ver, led by the late Miles 
Pavis Herbie was one of the key 
figures III Miles' band, innovating 
with modes (raga-like scales, instead 
of the conventional cliord-hased 
patterns in ja/z), collective 
improvisation (rather than solos by 
turns), changing rhythms in the 
same piece, and writing his 
trademark lyrical compositions like 
The Sotcerer (Htv) 

It was Mile.s who suggested that 
Herbie shift from acoustic to electric 
piano, leading up to the sensahonal 
plugged-in keyboards tr-o of 
Hancock, Chick Corea and |oo 
Zawinul all on In a Silent Way (1%^), 


the origins of fusion, which 
scandalised critics so much that one 
commented, "It was like finding a 
raised lavatory seat in a nunnery." 
Herbie contributed immensely to the 
revolutionary transformations 
wrought in jazz by Mile.s. 

Going back even further to 
Herbie's early career, when he 
recorded under his own name for 
the trendsetting Blue Note label 
Discovering for myself why he had 
built such a reputation already in 
this period for composition— 
melodic, rhythmic tunes with a 
gospel flavour and also for 
improvisation—characteri.sed by 
dense chords against light arpeggio 
runs—culminating in the classic 
album Maiden V'oi/aj^c (1965) 1 began 
to comprehend why Flerbie now 
says, "the acoustic piano is what I do 
best." The purity and incandescence 



Herbie Hancock 


of his sciiind and touih on it iirt 
unparalleled 

Realising this dc-ep attachment 
with the acoustic medium, I lerhie 
returned to it in 1976 by reiiiiiliiig 
most ot his Maiden I'oi/^yc ca’w 
(trumpeter I'reddie Hubbard, bassist 
Ron Carter, drummei Tony Williams) ; 
and adding saxivjihcmist VVnvne 
Shorter (all colleagues under Miles), 
to constitute the supergroup V'SPI’ 
which featured on two brilliant 
double albums a’leased in 1977, 

VSOP and The Quintet This back-to- 
roots move returned me now a 
straight-ahead jazz tan. to Herbie's 
current music again In |9H2, he 
mvived this band m another 
incarnation, mplacing Shorter and 
Hubbard with young Turk Wynton 
Marsalis on another superb lwin-l,r | 
titled Quartet. And in 1986 he scored 
the sound track for the jazz movie i 
Round Midni};ht. (Another great | 

Hancock soimd track was for 
Antonioni's Rhni:-L/f' in 1966.) i 

So, by the time I was sitting j 

awestruck next to the 55-year-yi>ijng 


Herbie in Calcutta watching him 
autograph my copy of Crossnifis, his 
1972 record where he first 
experimented with electronics, 1 
knew pretty much all about his 
music. But I didn't know about some 
other things What docs 
"Mwandism", the African name he 
adopted on Crossitif^s, mean? "It 
means 'composer' in Swahili. The 
percussionist Mtume gave it to me. 

As supporters of the Black Power 
movement, we were all into 
searching for an Afro-American 
identity" Why doesn't he use it any 
longer? "It's not that. I don't put it 
on my discs, but I'll still respond it 
you call me Mwandishi!" 

But at the same tune he 
converted to Nicherin Sho.shu 
Buddhi.sm "Yes One night 1 was 
tremendously moved, spiritually 
inspired, bv a set that (bassist) 

Busier Wilfiams placed. 1 told him, 
whatever maki’S you play like that 1 
W'ant to know about it lie 
introduced me to this Japane.se 
Buddhist .sect, which is now called 
Soka Gakkdi. it clicked w'lth my 
personal beliefs. Other religions gave 
me more queslums than answers 
This has taught me that life i.s 
eternal, that strength comes from 
within, that you ca’ate your own life 
through karma and need not just be 
a victim ot external circumstances " 

Does he still piactise it? "Siinv 1 
believe, 1 meditate, we chant a 
Japanese version ol lines from the 
Lotus Sutra " How does it influence 
his music? "I hope my music is a 
po.sitive inspiration to listeners You 
see, music is medicinal in the 
broadest sense " 1 began to 
understand where Heibie's humility, 
good humour and openness came 
from Unlike many a star, he has no 
ego or hassles whatsoever. Although 
beset by a tight schedule, he 
virtually had to be dragged away to 
lunch, othenvise he'd have gone I’n 
talking 

At the Oberoi Grand comert, a 
schoolmate ot mine who now 
leaches in SI Xavier's School 
reminded me that I'd lajH'd 
Headhunters tor him 20 years ago It 
struck me that another close 
friend—now a Bomb.iv-based 
executive for India's largest- 
circulating English monthh’—who 
actively snared .md continues to 
share my enthusiasm tor Herbie, 
was surely trying to communicate 
with me telepathically From all ot us 
and many more ac.mss the world, 
Mw’andishi I lerbie, thank yon tor 
the music and tor helping our 
generation to cross over into jazz. ■ 





BEJAN DARUWALLA 


Aries 

March 21 - April 20 
i fIt 

iii'ws orul nios.i^i's 
4 U 1 ’ lU'lfivt’i-l, iir 
mispliuvtl it«i'H>t 
u-oi rv owmiutli ttn .mil .ith‘r 
Aprif 4, It ileath up \i‘vv lie*, 
iind p.irtniTships .in- un Ihi- 
anvil li> ^.u' tho lo.iht Housv 
will nivd your .ittfiilion. ■•o 
will piirvnts <ind old lolks 
This istnwt'fk ot pn.'.s'.iirt'i. 
and pulls 

Taurus 

Apnl21 -- May 20 


■■■r I pvTiiiivs and tliv 
{ shillings will takv 
van’ c'l ihcmsi'lvt's 
This tiiiu' you will haw to be 
a tight wad, parsimonious and 
liMn to saw Anothiv 
uutstanding tiond will be trips 
and ties, ivndv/vous and 
meetings Apiil 1-2,are tho 
days w'hon shlH things will 
happen 

Gemini 

May 21 — June 20 

a Chiinfos to improve 
vo’ir station in lite 
FI lends anil |ob 
opportunitH’S will 
ronievoiii wav Your emotions 
will be dwpiv amused .ind ean- 
must be t.iken in relatioiishij^is, 
matters U> do with I'hildteii and 
spinilation I .uikilv. on and 
attiM April 4. W-niis helps you in 
love, lomtoils and tiivina's You 
riHild plan a tnp now 


lake eare ot the 


I siieh things will 


iviay c. 1 — 

SB 


Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

tt’eion's first 
1 ijuarlcr localises 

j Jg/Z youi personal 

problems, health, 
attitudes and opinions He 
tolerant and outgoing and do 
not iLidge others on 
msulfii'ient evidence On the 
positive side, you will make a 
headway m vour work and 
should have a position ot 
responsibility or trust 

Leo 

July 21 —August 21 

i lime to reach out to 
people though it will 
j nave untorseen 
■iBIL complications. Be 
optimistic, Jo your duty and 
R!sl assured things will work 
out by Ma\ 'Iheie is a strong 
concentration on collabora¬ 
tions, lie,s, rontraits, contacts, 
loHeis. calls and ads Romance 
IS delinilelv in the air. Health 
may pose pioblems 


irgo 

gua^22 


Libra 

September 23 — October 22 
I While there* could be* 

rWC some opposition to 
plans/ideas, you 
i.jAn.,.! coultl steer around 
It be ch.irming and 
concihaloTV and thus get woik 
done It IS not an impossible 
situation Yo'ir triends well 
wisliers, sweethearts will 
stand up to you, assures 
Canesha April 3-4 will be 
pointers to the week 


Augua22~ September 22 

■ I hi. acient will be on 
j glint tmanees, loans, 

iBSjf ' mortgage, buMng, 
MML...' selling and sell lie 
belore sell, si> to say This Iasi 
aspect ot service w’lll win 
triends tor vou For finances 
April 3-t< will lie cruii.il It 
would be a wise polui to 
entertain md bi tnendK 
C hildien and huusi* moving 
have \out attention 


October 23 — November 22 

1 Do not be 

impressionable and 
I allow people to swai 
! v»>u, bis ause vmii 
|ob'protessKin is very much at 
stake hen* You nis*d to clear up 
a few misundcr'.tandiiigs First 
two days is best toi getting on 
with the work I'ets and your 
own health do need immediate 
and ver\' can'tul attention You 
taiv many lesponsiliilitu*' 

Sagittarius 

November 23 — December 20 
I Mitts' You will leel iindoh 
I fipn iiptmiistii .ind < oiiid 
ha\e a tot.ilK 
ditleient w.ii ol 
doing things C hildren. idea. 

I reatiM* use ot things, 
inventions, sihenii-s to get luh 
i)iiirk are what the wi'ek is all 
about A tew lal*** starts 
slioiiiil not he allowed lii 
bothei you t..oahi.Kl I ups 
.mil til's arc loielolil 


BIRTHDAYS 


Capricorn 

December 21 — January 19 

' You will have to be 

A 1 ^. upbi*at and most 
HLl j certainlv, put in a lot 
IbIIP^ ol extra ehort and 
llial ivili tire vini out, causing 
a dilterenl st*f of posers Push, 
relax, push, relax is vour Iv.st 
l>t*l tor .success Family matters 
could biig you down,’unless 
you ,ire i.iielul and 
dipliimatii April 1 -2, f>-~ .ire 
iniporlant 

Aquarius 

January 20 - February 18 

t ] Do nol go ill loi 
■ shadv stuit', 

■ running with a dis 
lepulabU* set ol 
people lu angling to. tlie 
iinlikeic and the d.uigerous 
\ews. Clews message.- ails, 
Oiiblii itc centures luntails 
should pl.ic a le.id lole toi 
\ou 7'nps (iiid lonti.u Is ilic 
'igning ot do. uiiiints and ,1 
'oui h ol rom.iiue Iviielold 

Pisces 

February 19— Match 20 

M l isien to both sidi.. il 
von ( in li'l go oi the 
mu ‘-si'iili.'l*. liowi"’ei 
I'xciling, li.iiii li< bin 
,ind M'll b\ taking expeil .idi iie 
IS the .isliii message loi vou 
Ml .igreenients .iiid settlements 
ma\ mil be tan N.itlier lhe\ 
iii.ix lie loeiit.ible You m.iv 
liiWe to divide 111' the nioiu'1 or 
business o! as.oi lations 1 le.ilth 
s.itegiiaids ., -..n.mial 


Mmrch 31: Moon .squall' \^nu5 means overindulgence, 
expenditures, lack of judgment, buying and selling. It could be 
a problem handling them. 

Apre J; Moon trine fupiter leads to housing, work, love and 
fmily. Loans, funds and new jobs are on the anvil. Health will 
Impipve. 

April Z- Moon-Neplune trine helps musicians, lawyers, 
writers, eiiterprencurs, industrialists, astrologers and ail those 
who live and enact befoit* the limelight of publicity. 

AfnllS: Venus sexhU* fiaturn formation brings in money and 
honey whfch will both be yours. A chance marriage or business 


partnership is possible. A year to advance and t*njoy life in 
general. 

April 4: Hits full moon heipn you to develop contacts, iiave 
friends, go on a joumiy, fact* difficult and tou^i situations and 
come out of a spot. 

April 5: Moon square Uranus docs show radical changes and 
perliaps a rtitferent lifestyle alUigether it may not be simple and 
easy to do it. 

April & Moon Jupiter sextik* means opportunitie.i, so be 
happy. These will be in the forni of finances, work, romance 
and marriage. 








JUNIOR WHIRL 11Al kAljr<VAr. 



WEBWARO HO! Follow that bug — see if you 
cun make your way through openings in this 
'jpider web to black dot at center. 


PITCH IN! l-iiu! Ld, l\in, ^tan, Flo, Ron. .-M and 
Siu' <inH>n” I (in.sociiln'c Iflli rs of the U>lio\\ inj; 
senleiici' VVe need both iont.ein for, and an 
iinderslciiiding of, U)ts of c-nvironmental issues. 
Time limit, two minutes. 


PULL SWITCH! 
tXiMTve that 

numbers sliovvn (1-8) 
total 12 »»n each of the 
four .sides at right. It is 
po.ssible to move 
these luimber'' one at 
a lime, lining empt\' 
curie to start, and in 
nine moves attiiin ii 
loialol ISperside. Howit'sdone? 
r.s Liseot numbered disks will facilitate moves. 


,l|()ls<Ari,i .11] tPMi si I 1 H||« t ltl|i||(i|i !< 

vii*I VI'm V t - I <• - V b* 




HOCUS-FOCUS 




HIDE AND SEEK WILD LIFE 
FIND a creature — animal, 
bird, in.sect, etc — listed below to 
complete the name of each of the 
following flowers and plants 
tEx' No 1 is a lion). 

L Dande _ _ 

2. _lily. 

3. _ _glove. 

T. .. . _..Dalm. 

5. ..... ...grass. 

6. . ,. _bane. 

7. ..flax. 

8. ..spur. 

9. __ Jail. 

10. ...berry. 

11. _root. 

12. __cabbage. 

Creatures Cat, snake, lark, 

fox, goose, skunk, bee, tiger, tloa, 
crab, liiin, ti'ad 


V J Fill ] U i(lM > L (Vkl f X* 


•» II J“ . . 1H*| 
i.ilt j J la" f 1 
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miTING 

FORSUU 

VirSanghvi stands outside dissident leader Suu Kyi’s house and watches 

Burma's version of political activism 


T he vigil bi^glns at iunditime. 
Every Saturday and Sunday 
at 4 pm, Aung San Suu Kyi 
appears at the gate of her 
house on Rangoon's University 
Avenue and speaks to whoever wants 
to listen for an hour. Because Suu Kyi 
is not allowed to address public 
meetiru^s, she cannot step out of the 
gate TneSaturday and Sunday 
lectures are the closest she can get to 
public meeting >. 

And so at lunchtime, the crowds 
begin to gather. There are no chairs, no 
benches; there is no place at all to .sit. 
So, lhousand.s of ordinary Burmese' 
brmg pii»ces of newspapers and crowd 
on the pavement (some sitting at the 
edge ot an open drain) outside the 
University Avenue building. 

The junta's police force is there to 
ensure (hat traffic is not disrupted and 
to guarantee that the aftemcxin talks 
do not degenerate into full-fledged 
political rallies. Barners are put up on 
both sides of the road to prevent tne 
crowd from spilling over and normal 
traffic proceeds along the road that 
divides the crowd into two. 

Because the crowd swells by the 
week, nobody is sure of finding pbee 
near the gate where Suu Kyi wdl 
appear. Hence the decision to come 
early and bag a piece of ground under 
the not Rangoon sun. Perhaps because 
of the police or perhaps because the 
Burmese are polite people on the 
whole, the crowd is extraordinarily 
well behaved. There is no shoving and 
pushing and foreigners are welcome. 
Consequently, the Saturday and 
Sunday darsham have become tourist 
attractions and White faces mingle 
with Burmese. 

At five minutes past four, Suu Kyi 
appears. Half-an- hour before her 
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Suu Kyi, flanked by bodyguards, addresses the crowd 





arrival, her volunteers, in white shirts 
and duk hmgees (all Burmese wear 
huigees; nobody wears trousers) have 
taken up position in front of the gate. 
Aiul when Suu Kyi dimbs up to 
ensure that her face is visible over the 
top of Ae Mte, two volunteers stand 
wiA her, Aeir eagle eyes scanning the 
crowd for signs of Junta-inspired 
trouble. 

I n person, Suu Kyi is far more 
attractive than she appears in her 
photographs. She is beautiful but 
Acre is a certain strength to her face 
Aat the camera ne\'er captures. Her 
speaking voice embodies the same 
qualities; it is mellifluous but there is a 
steely determination to her tone. 



Guards outside Suu Kyi's house 
The crowd begins to gather two hours before Suu Kyi appears 



Her talk to Ae crowd consists of 
answers to questions that people have 
sent in First she reads out the question 
and then after a smile or a little laugh, 
she answers at lengA. Most of the 
questions have to do with democracy 
Since Ae isolahunismot the Ne Win 
era. most Burmese have had little 
contact with the outside world 11i»*y 
are dimlv aivarc that America and 
England exist hiil they assume that 
they an- military' dictatorships as well, 
Suu Kyi frie.s to tell Aem w'hat the 
world IS like and to explain that 
democracy' is their ngnt 

Some speakers inspire crowds with 
their fervour. Suu Kyi is not like that. 
There is no hysteria, Ae never rai.ses 
her voice and the crowd dexs* not 
resort to .slogan shouting Rather, she 
educates her jicople And most listen 
attentively, their faces pictures ot 
devotion. 

At Ae end of the talk, she switches 
to English in response, she says, to 
requests from Ac many fon-igners 
who have gathered at Universify 
Avenue Her English betr^s few 
traces of her Burmese ongins, it is the 
diction of an C>xbridge educated 
person, not even that ot somebody 
who went to Delhi's Lady Snram 
College (as Suu Kyi did). 

The Engli A portion of the talk luis 
two principal components The lirst is 
to warn tourists not to be misled by the 
Burma they see on Ae stmts of 
Rangoon. The Burma of Ae villages is 
a very different place; poor, primitive 
and deprived. Nor are things getting 
better. "Educational standards an.* not 
fust low, they are tallii^" sheexplams. 

The second component is to 
dissuade foreigners frc'm iiivcshng in 
Burma, llimgs are changing very fast, 
she says There is no guarantee of how 
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The road outside Suu Kyi’s house. All that the crowd gets is a look at her from this distance 


lonx regime will last. And 
investment in a soaety that is 
undergoing a transformation may not ■ 
be wise. 

She is not against invt..>tmcnt or 
prosperity, she explairw "Buta 
society that is prosperous when its 
people are unhappy or oppressed, is 
nota successtui stKietv, ' ^hr in.sists 

In the Burmese part ot her speech, j 
she has given the example 'it 
Smgaporc—one ot the* pnncipal 
investors in today's Burma — as a 
society that denies political trerxlom to i 
Its citirens. She does not repeat this in : 
English but the message is | 

unmistakable. j 

Then, almost as suddenly as she has j 
appeared, Suu Kvi smiles and 
disappears into the bungalow The i 

CTow'd disperses silently under lh<? , 

watchful eye of the police Many will 
aimc back the followmg day for the 
Sunday talk. But there will also be 
thousands of new listeners. 

I 

XT obody can disnutc Suu Kvi's | 

sincerity. She has suffered 
considerable hardship for the sake of ! 
her people. Equally, it is as clear that in j 
Rangoon at least, she is astf/nishmgly j 
popular. It takes guts to assemble 
outside her house and yet thousands 
of Burmese are willing to squat on 
28 


I ipen drains |ust to hear her voio’ 

But none of this is to .say that her 
struggle will necessarily succeed. It is 
difficult to a.sscss the extent to which 
hiT mt'ssage has penetrated to the 
I'lllages. And while the Burmese 
government does not respect human 
rights or democratic niceties, it is still 
not a repressive regime in the Lon Nol 
or Pol Pot class; hence, il is difficult to 
predict how eager the p<x)ple are to 
overthrow the government. 

Moreover, the government has also 
provided its own counterbalance to 
Suu Kyi's crusade. Suu Kyi is aiming 
for the same Western model ot 
governance that we have chosen in 
India; one that emphasi.ses liberty 
over affluence To those of us who 
regard freedom of expression as a 
ba.sic nght, no other model can make 
sen.ie 

But the counterpoint to Western 
liberalism i.s ixiutheast Asian 
affluence I'he three most influential 
Asians of the last four decades have 
been Mao Zedong, Jawaharlal Nehru 
and Lee Yuan Kew. 

It is Lee's prescription— more 
economic growth, less political 
freedom but no unacceptable 
repression — that most of .south-east 
Asia has followed. The Burmese 
government hopes that this will work 


in a countrv that is as Stiuthe.ist Asia n 
as it is .sout)i Asian. 

Nu Win's isolatioru.sm h.is bi“en 
revcrstxl, foreign investment is 
eagerly sought and Rangoon is full of 
offia* blocks that are half-way 
constructed by Singapon*an and Tliai 
firms. Eight different kinds of foreign 
bi’cr are readily available, Adrian 
Zecha has already taken over the old 
Strand hotel and opened an Italian 
restaraunt ^for thn,sc foreigners who 
prefer their noodlo.s Bolognaise rathet 
than Burmese) and the streets are 
lined with hoardings for Apple 
computers and Fapanese watches 

The government hope's that like 
many houtheast Asians, the Bu rmese 
will prefer affluence to political 
freedom. Already, the dtisuins of 
Rangoon have seen their lives 
transformed beyond belief. This has 
not prevented them from gathering at 
University A venue but who can 
predict what will happen in the future? 

Hence Suu Kyi's me.ssage to those 
who want to invest in Burma: don't. 
She is brif^t enough to realise that 
rising affluence may knock the bottom 
out of her struggle. Bui she is brave 
enough to hope that in the end the 
Burmese will pick democracy over 
dollars. ■ 

Photographs by the author 






Sketches 

SIGNIFICANT OTHER 


do yt>u morin 
vvhat 

happeufdl Sh«* hi I ihe 
]ack|X)(, Rol the man of her 
dreams and lived happily 
ever after 

No kiddin;;?: Honest Yes, 
dear reader, this is one of 
ihe true love stories of oui 
limes. Oiir hervrine, T’ina 
Vtunim, is a beautiful 
young model horn a 
pmgn.»SMvo Gujaiati 
family, when she is .spotted 
on the iMvcr of a women's 
mag.»7jne by Pev Anand. 
The aetor producer- 
director-wntor-humbug IS 
looking for a heroine lor 
Df> Piinit’s She is cast as 
the henime and the film 
becomes a hit—the last 
box-office suci'cs.s of 
Aiiand's can“er. 
llna IS all set to Ireconie 
one of the lop thn’c 
heniiiies when a 
misgu idl'd sense of loyalty 
to twnage boytriend 
S.in)ay Dutt stops her from 
getting thi re Sne turns 
down nig movies (she was 
the first choice for Ek Dujc 
Ke Liye, for instance), 
accepts rubbish (Ri’cky, 
starring you-know-wno) 
and then, is torced to drop 
Dutt when he becomes a 
complete junkie. 

Things look bleak. 

Isn't this a love story?: 

Yes, yes, but you have to 
wait for that bit. It doesn't 
happc'n until 1986, seven 
years afU'r Des Paries 
when she meets and tails 
in love with the Guiarah 
community's most eligible 
bachelor: Anil Ambani lie 
is fighting V.P. Singh's raid 
raj while his father 
languishes in a San Diego 
hospital and the two an' 
drawn irresi.stibly to each 


A better look at the better halves 


This wedcTina Munim (Ambani) 


other. 

By 1987, the family is back 
on top again ami like <ill 
Hindi movies, the parents 
gel in on the act and utfei 
111 find our hero a tat, rich 
girl so that his marriage 
can become an industrial 
alliance. 

lie sav.s. No way, I love 
Tina. 

What happens next?: Not 
a great deal, for a while at 
least. The aruple appear to 
drill apart Tina gives up 
on movies (.she was 
dlwavs out ot place in the 
film industn'. anyway) 
dabbles in the lamil}^ 
business, giK’s off to 
Australia and seems to be 
Anil Ambani with wife Tina 


I Does Daddy relent?: 

! Nobody is sure what 
, happens and how but 
suddenly, a tew years later, 
; the coiifilf appear to 
resume contact. A week oi 
so attei this happen.s, they 
get engaged at a small 
jrarlv at the Ambani 
residemc in Bombav's 
Cufte Parade The cake 
says- "There Is No 
Alternativi'." 'iTio acronym 
fi>r this is, ot course, TIN A 
All is well?: And how? A 
huge wedding tollow's. 

I'he Ambani family clasps 
Tina to its bosom and .she, 

{ in turn, becomes the 
I perfect daughter-in-law 
I And is she a glamorous 


i surprisingly low 
I So what does she do?: She 
' comenlrales on raising 
their Ivvo childn-ii. he cuts 
I down on travelling, they 
■ sj.X'nd a lot of time 
together and socialise onlv 
' with close friends 
Is that it?: VVt'lI, .she sivois 
; to lx- emerging out ol that 
now that the kids arc 
• growing up She has an 
event planix'd winch 
( involves gelling India's 
i best painters together for 
' an exhibition tentalivelv 
I (ailed Harmony 
! You know, this sounds too 
I good to be true!: Perhaps. 

; But isn't It n'a.ssiirmg that 
i in these c>'nical timi's it is 



out of Anil's life. 

He throws him.self into the 
business, bocomc's a huge 
success but refuses to 
a) get married and b)cven 
gel involved with any girl. 
Really?; You bet! This is 
true love, the real thing. It 
they can't see each olmer 
then the couple won't see 
anybody else either. 


socialite now?: No, that's 
the funny thing. She's a bit 
of a recluse. Anil is much 
more into the film 
industry' than she is. Tlic 
couple don't sc»em lo go to 
parties, they arc neviT 

r tted at premieres, Tina 
s noi hol-foot it to 
Davos every and her 
public pn>file is 


j po-ssible for two yxniple, no 
1 matter how rich, how 
1 gCKid-Uxiking and how 
I famous, to actualiv Imd 
happiness with each 
I other? 

i This sounds like a Hindi 
movie; Probably Mav be 
I all that lina'.s can'er kicked 
; was the right Iwro .She'.s 
I found him now • 
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RST PERSON 






' 'fo'tw 4i^le V exacOy what 1 ' 
'W^ant ajnd not feol Aat 1 waa’harfin^ 
ittWOne. ' 

W^ ii yaw freateat fMii?; 

Sidfutiesa tnoK): age and theiefoxe 
being depandhiiL 
Who w whiil baPbeen the greatest 
killuence In yonrltfe? 

My parcnta alone. 

What m yon dfadihe most in . . 

o^wn? 

Dishotwsty. 

Mfhaf do you dislike moft in 
yoonett? 

My wanting to keep eveiytme 
ha^y all the tune and failing to do 
iso. 

What Is your most precious 
possesaien? 


. the-filctllw thei^ so niany 

i«dia|W''pi!bbile-''': ' ■ ■' '■ 

Whm dbyim lUafiOce htostdQ your 
a^MariaMe?'' . 

Lots r^'toO miK^ to get into.' 


What objects do you 
aiwiayscany? 


A small br^ 
laugbiiig bud&a 








Ihat i win twwei jhitty ieahse out 
hajOpimss can Only ^nu frcain > 
-withto. 

Whto or vdio is the greatest lovo of 
ysurUjEe? 

Whoever and whatever 1 have 
now,' . 

Whiill is yohr. source of sustenance? 

.. Food end lots of it. 

Olin ndiat occasions do yw lie? 

When conl^kt^ values arise and 
I want to avoid hurting the people 
^.concerned. For example, 

I grandfather’s vahte* and mirte. 
f What is ydut greatest regret? 

I , I could have done much more 
g and still not trying to amend the 
* situation, 

Wfud has been your happiest 
'jlpOSMttlf? 

■?■ I'lheieace too. many to pen. 
'Wl^hrillgs lean to your eyes? 

. Wh^ 1 rvotch som^nc eat alone> 
.j^pm^y K lhete are poor or helpless 


What do you envy 
; moat in oCbiem? 

When someone is 
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In Karnataka 

the 

entrepreneurs 
can now dance 
their way to 
profits 



If you have a tourism- releated project in mind, 
fill in and mail the coupon to - 



The Director, 

Department of Toiiri.sm 

Goverfiment of Karnataka 
I Hoor, 'F' Block, Cauuery Bhavan, 
K.G Road, Bangalore - 5M 009. 
Tel: 2215489 Fax : 080-2272403 


Karnataka tourism 
invites investors 

Tfie tourism industry in Karnataka is poised for a big future Draunng 
18 million visitors annually and urilh a turnover of Rs. 1,200 crore, the 
state boasts of a wide variety of tourist attractions covering history, 
architecture, art and culture, wild life sanctuaries, beaches and 
metropolitan centres. All laid out in 1,91,791 square kibmeties of 
Nature’s choicest land. 

Incentives and Concessions for the Tourism 
Industry in the State 

The Karnataka Government has a package of incentives and 
concessions for the tourism industry. 

• Investment subsidy • Exemption from sales tax. luxury tax, 
stamp duty & concession in registration diarges • Power tariff relaxed 

• Waiver of Ice for converting agricultural land into commercial laixi 

• Special concession for vanous categories • Incentives for utilising 
non-conventional energy sources and also for a large tourism irxiustry 



Single Window Agency 

The Department of Tourism has setup a Single WirKkrw Ageix:y to 
cleat the projects speedily. It 

• considers the applicatioiis of entrepreneurs and the locations of 
the project • findises the extent of land /butidirtg required lor the 
project atvl enables the acquisition and sanction of same through the 
appropriate Goivemment Agencies • considers means of finandng 
the project by way of subsidy, equity, loans through the Government 
agencies like KSFC, KSIIDC • sanctions infrastructural fadlitv by 
way of power arxl water. 

A few possibilities 

• Developing Hotels, Beach resorts, Eco-resorts and 
Convention centres • Promoting Water sports aixi devdoping Goif 
courses • Bangalore hawng Iniemational Standard Airport, there 
is scope to develop airports in Hassan, Hubli and Mysore. 


Profit from leisure 


fYes. I am interested. Send me mote details. 

J Name ;_ 

• Designation :_ 

' Address _ 

lia_ 


Fax 


I Superscribe the envelope "Single Wirdow Agency" 


n 

I 
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In Karnataka 

the 

entrepreneurs 
can now dance 
their way to 
profits 



If you have a tourism relealerl project in mind, 
fill ill and mail the coufion to 



The Dirt'ctor, 

Department of Ttmrism 

Cxrveniincnt of Kamataika 
I Flcxii, 'F' Block, Cauvcry Biiavan. 
K G Road, Bangalore - fi60 009 
Tel 2215489 Fax 080 2272403 


Karnataka tourism 
invites investors 

The tourism industry in Karnataka is poised for a big future. Drawirig 
18 million visitors annually and with a turnover of Rs. 1 ,200 crote, the 
state boasts of a wide variety of tourist attracticms covering history, 
architecture, art and culture, wild life sanctuaries, beaches and 
metropolitan centres. All bid out in 1,91,791 square kilometres of 
Nature's choicest larxi. 

Incentives and Concessions for the Tourism 
industry in the State 

The Karnataka Government has a package of incentives and 
concessions for the tourism industry. 

• Investment subsidy • Exemption from sales tax, luxury tax. 
stamp duty & concession in registration charges • Power tariff relaxed 

• Waiver of fee for converting agncidlural land into commercial land 

• Special concession for vanous categories • Incentives for utilising 
non-conventiorial energy sources and also for a large tourism industry 



Single Window Agency 

The Department of Tourism has .setup a Single Window Agency to 
clear the projects speedily h 

• considers the applications oi entrepreneurs and the locations of 
the project • finali.scs Itie extent ol land /building required for the 
project and enables the acquisition and s.anction of same throiign the 
appropnate Government Agencies • consideis means of finam ing 
the pioject by way of subsidy, equity, loans ihrougfi the Government 
agencies like KSFC. KSllDC • sanctions infrastnictural facility by 
way of power and water. 

A few possibilities 

• Developing Hotels, Beach re.sorts, Eco-resoris and 
Convention centres • Promoting Water .sports and developing Golf 
courses • Bangalore having International Standard Airport, there 
is scope to develop airports in Hassan, Hubli and Mysore. 


Profit from leisure 


fYcs, I am interested Send me more details 
I Name 


Designation _ 

I Addiess _ _ 

1 Tel _ 


n 


1 I 

I Superscribe llie envelope "Single Window Agency" | 


Fax 
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i^oetle’PMicli 
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'Mjaved adopbt a 
ifimpKMic style to express 
Us meughts In his poecns 
nr}tidi) xnakes Mm so very 
> With the masses 
kof Letters', 

, m 

He is a inodem poet no 
douM;hiB imagery will 
vouch lor it. Alchtar has a 
Mild at magnetism in his 
persortaHty, voice and 
mounts mt makes him 
an instant hit wtth the 
puMic. 

But he is not a kind ol 
poet who will allow his 
lines to go unnoticed. He 
has in hun a lot of busi¬ 
ness savvy, too. He has 
shrewdly assessed the 
market and realised the 
khul of poetry people lap 
up. 

ioyneel Mukherjte, 

QUcutte 

M Akhtar has earned so 
much fame in such a short 
time that he can almost be 
called a legend. His lyrics 
in SileHa, 1942: A Lave 
Story, Papa Kahte Ham are 
sheer lines of exquisite 
poetry. 

The adjectives 
employea to describe the 
imafriuned beauty, Ek ladki 
ha dadm to„, are really 
high poetiy.’ 

Mullneafit Singh, 
famshedpur 



daved Akhtar at a poaby reading session in Calcutta 


• Creative-geniuses have 
always been successful in 
mote hekb dun (me. Take 
Akhtar, fiv instance. He 
excdls in all departments 
(d literary creanvity: 
script, st^ and lyrics 
writhe. 

Amp K. Maka, 
fantmedpur 

■Akhtar, for sometime 
in his career, was forced m 
pen the kind of stuff 0ut 
Is aomuliy not associated 
wHh a poet-lyricist of Ms 
caUbre. But keepir.g pace 


with the changing times 
and rapid commerdalisa- 
tkm ofthe film industry, 
he also had to bend cer¬ 
tain rules. Now that he 
has established Mmself, 
commetclany, he has gorte 
ba(dc to his lefiited cou¬ 
plets. 

Biswajit Kar, 

Kharagpur 

■Akhtar was known all 
this wMie more as the 
husband of Shabana Asmi 
and the writer of gripping 
dialc^gues. TMs is the Hrst 


time he has established 
himself as an independent 
idimtity: a poet who also 
is a lyricist and a writer. 
Ddbashis Sen, 

Calcutta 

■ Akhtar's journey 
through life, with its 
pmverbial ups and 
downs, wiU be mspiring 
many young and aspiring 
writers and poets. 

It is wrong to say 
Akhtar has suddeiuv 
emerged as a poet, for a 
lyricist is also a poet and 
some of AkhtaT'.s lyrics 
like the ones he composed 
for SUsiia are sheer poetry. 
IJfpiij Man, 

Bankutm 

■ It nuy be far-fetched, 
hut not an imptW-sibUity, if 
Akhtar turns to film direc¬ 
tion. For a person as cre¬ 
ative as Akntiu* it would 
be a natural transition. 
Partha Modnk, 

Hcnerah 

New Role 

'Lights, Camera, Action!' 
(March 3) presented 
Madhabi Mukherjee in a 
new role; hum an actress 
to a director. This is gooi 
news for ToUywood 
which has long been 
going through a bad 
pha%. 

Shantaau Dae, 

Calcutta 



PAGE 4 


B(>rH CHANNEL V and MIA' wt-tv in India 
recently with their promotional tours. So, 
which of the two music giants will tinally win 
over the Indian audience? 


iMarniHmgBi 

lA TIMHTABI.H 

20 INNER EYF 

21 JUNIOR WHIRL 

22 COMK .S 

30 FIRST fl;R.S( »N 


trover Rahul Khartna by 
Rashbehati Das 


Sophlya Hague of Channel V 





V('hich one tvUl the? Indian 
tneu^erprefer; 
Shameem Akthar 
reports on the battle of the 
tuK) music giants 


ASK ANYO.NT A T OlANNEL V 
abi)Ut their much-vaunted 
competitors, MTV, and they 
will look at you Incredu¬ 
lously. Competition? And 
fri»m MTV? You have just 
got to be kidding! Channel 
V has the Indian market all 
sown up, and there's little 
chance of anyone else gett¬ 
ing even a note in edgeways. 

This competition/rivalry 
exists only in the fevered 
imagination of the media. 

At the MTV office, it is 
much the same story. Sugg¬ 
est that they may have a 
liard time weaning the Indi¬ 
an viewer away from Chan¬ 
nel V, and what you get are 
pitying kx>ks. Don't you 
know, they ask patiently, that MTV is the music channel of choice the world over? That any¬ 
one who has even a passing interest in Western music swears by MTV? So, why on earth 
would they feel threatened by V? 

MTV Vs Chann 



Channel Vs Road ^K>w in Calcutta 




But behind thus bravado displayed 
by the two principals, there are some 
very real worries. While Channel V, 
which has with its unique brand of 
Hindi filln/pop/rap music leavened 
with Western hits, captured the heart 
of the average Indian, it can't help but 


I be worried by the entry of the music 
j giant, MTV, into its territory AHerall, 

? MTV was in India long beforeC'han- 
nel V w as even created, and ma v well 
recapture .some of iN old magic. 

Channel V. in fact, was »TtMteif ona* 
MIV somewhat messily scverid its 
umbilical cord with the Star Televi¬ 
sion Network in 10u-l, and went oft the 
Indian screens It made a reappearan¬ 
ce last year when Doordarshan aind a 
two-hour programme presented by 
the channel But at the beginning of 
this year, M TV came back to India as a 
hill-lime 24-hour channel, presenting 
its own brand ol funky, way-out pro¬ 
gramming to this ctiuntry. 

But MTV is not sure tlial wooing the 
Indian viewer back is going to be easy. 
Over the years, Indians have proved 
over and over again that though they 
may like to wear I.evis jeans and eat 
Dominos pizzas, when it comes to 
entertainment, they prefer their own 
software. Given a choice bc'tween Didi 
Icra devar deewana and Takt' That, thov 
would go for the former. And given a 
rhoitx' between Alisha Chinai and 
fanet Jackson, our Baby IXill would 
win hands down. 

So, MTV is well aware that it has the 
mother of all battle's on its hands. And 
William Rex-dy, pri’sident (intei natio- 

Rahul Khanna and model Achia Sachdev 
at Anticlock, during MTV's promotional 
tour in Calcutta 






KNOW YOUR VEEJAYS 

No matter which channel they are on 


MTV 

Danny McGill: Of Chincsc-lrish 
parentage, Danny was bom in 
japan and grew up in Los Angeles. 
Since th5%, however, he has lived 
in such plac^as Seoul, Hong Kong 
and Bombay, making him a truly 
international person. Ho first 
joined MTV in 1991 and formed hLs 
own band. Power Onions. He left 
the channel in 1994 though and 
went to Los Angeles to make a 
career in music for him.self. But he's 
now back in India and on MTV; so 
make the most of him. 



Rahul Khanna: 'The son of Vinod 
Khanna was widely expected to try 
his luck in the movies. But unlike 
his brother Akshaye, he decided to 
give films a miss and began 
veejaying on MTV Asia. Brought 
up in Bombay, Rahul was bitten tiy 
the show business bug early, and 
studied film and video at the 
School of Visual Arts in New York. 
He now presents a number of 
programmes on MTV; Superock, 
Altematiw Nation and MTV Most 
Wanted. And mven his looks, it's no 
surprise that he's a big hit with the 
giris. 

Anu Kottoon Until recently, she 
was known as Chunky Pandey's 
girlfriend, but now Anu has more 
mns than her flop actor boyfriend. 
The former Miss India is now 
based in Singapore, from where 
she hosts various shows, apart 
from travelling all over India 
making films and videos for the 
chann^ When Kdttoor is not 


working, she loves following 
fashion and shopping. She is 
remarkably easy on tw eye with 
her light brown hair and fresh 
complexion, but it will be some 
time before she Is totally at ease 
before the camera. 

Mike Kasem: The son of the. 
legendary radio-TV personality, 
Casey Kasem, Mike was bom in 
Los Angeles and trained at the 
Academy of Radio Broadcasting in 
Huntington Beach. He began his 
career with Inside Track, a monthly 
entertainment magazine on audio 



Danny McQHI 


cassette, on Which he interviewed 
stars from films and musk. Apart 
from music, Kasem is interested in 
mountain-biking and water skiing. 

Tara Deshpande: She was a finalist 
for the Miss Iivdia 1994 contest, but 
had to drop out at the last minute 
because of a sudden Ulncss. A 
graduate in economics and . 
political sdence from St Xaviers' 
College in Ekimbav, Tara was 
interested in the theatre and 
starred in several plays on the 
Bombay stage. Apart fiom serious 


reading—Milan Kundera, ^kram 
Seth, Stephen l^xnder, Yeats are 
some of nw favourites— 
Deshpande also has a keen interest 
in tile arts. 

Rajeev Daft: He was bcMm in 
Dehradun, but was Isnought up in 
Canada and the United States. A 
natural athlete, Datt was a tennis 
pro in Canada, where he also 
dabbled in the theatre, l^nce his 
ret* urn to India, he has starred in 
tht latest music video of the Indten 
roc < band, Indus Creed, and has’ 
wo.! many modelling assignments 
with leading Indian rashitm 
designers with his striking good 
looks. And non', of course, there is 
his career with MTV. 


Freed Sethi; She started at MTV as 
an intern during her second year at 
university, and shortly afterwards 
became a production assistant on 
various MTV news documentaries. 
Since then, she has worked on such 
shovra as 24 Hours in Rock qnd Roil, 
Help Not Wanted, and is now a 
reporter and producer on MTV 
News. Currently based in 
Singapore, some of Sethi's more 
unusual assignments include 
shouting behind the scenes at a 
cockfight, and taping a 
neurosurgeon who listens to hard 
rock while performing brain 
surgtsy. 


Sharon Gomes: As 
fvoducer/news anchor for MTV 
Asia, Gomes' tasks include 
conceptualising news stories, 
directing the shoots, interviewing 
Asian and international artistes, 
writing the news scripts, 
conducting res^rrh and 
interfacing with the record 
companies. And if you think that's 
a tall order, then consider this; she 
also found the time to co-present 
the first Asian Youth Forum on 
Aids. But the best thing that Gomes 
likes about her job is the travel that 
is such an essential part of it. 



[V] 


CHANNEL V 


J>v«d Jaflrey; He ftrst came to 
fame as the loose-limbed dancer 
who made quite an impressum in 
some of the cameos that he 
' performed in Hindi movies. But 
this son of yes^-year comedian 
Jagdeep didn't quite make it in 
fUnw, was hanging around the 

fringes of Bollywood when 
Channd V discovered him. Since 
then Jaffney hasn't looked back, 
hosting such programmes as 
Videocon Flasnhetc^ and Tmux Time 
Pass, and establishing himself as 
the primary comic talent of the 
channel. 

Ruby Bhatia: first appeared on 

thcC^nnel V screen as a gauche, 
unsophisticated teenager, who 
thought that jumping into 
swimmiiw pools with the likes of 
Gulshan Grover made for great 
television (well, strangely enough, 
it did!). ITicse days, however, Ruby 
is the epitome of sciphistication, 
clad in designer ra^ and 
impeccably coiffed even a.s she 
barges into people's houses as part 
of her In Your Face Routine. And her 
Pttlmoltve Ek Ka Teen is particularly 
well-appreciated. 

Sophiya Haque: The daughter of a 
Bangladeshi father and an Er^ish 
mother, Sophiya had formed a 
music band of her own before she 
decided to experiment with the 
world of veejaying. She was one of 
the first veejays to make an 
impression on Indian audiences 
and remains an all-time favourite. 
There are those who say, though, 
that Haque has been cosmetically 
altered ov«-the last year (a la 
Pamela Anderson), but that may 
well be'a foitl rumour. 


Luke Kannw He is the man whose 
flowing locks would put even the 


nowuw locks 1 

Sophiya to shame. And Ids 
i is nr better than the desi 
Rub^S. But theh, Luke Kenny, 
despite looking very indeed, 
hasbeen bemn and flight up in 


India and considers hims^ to be a 
true Bharti^. What's more, in 
addition to being a veejay of some 
distinction, he also has a fine 
sin^g voice and would have little 
ptcmlem finding an alternative 


career. 


Alessandra: She is, perhaps, the 
most non-deseript the people on 
this list. That's not to say dut she's 
not good-looking; Alessandra is 
very pretty indeed. But for some 
strange reason, she looks different 
in every programme she hosts and 
one can't help thinking that she 
would be impossible to recognise if 
one met her on the street. But a 
competent veejay nonetheless, 
desjpite the striking lack of star 
quality. 


Javad Jaffroy 


Ragashwaii: She tried her luck 
wim Hindi movies—as every 
pretty teenager in Bombay seems 
todo these days—and starred in 
Aankhen. The mm was a great film, 
some said because of the superhit 
song, Laldupatte tviUli tern naam to 
bata, but Ra^hwari's career went 
nowhere after that. Since then, 
she's got a fresh lease of life with 
the BPLOyeshow, which she hosts 
with a gamine charm. 


Tidu She's the fresh-faced 
youngster who has recently 
debuted on Oiannel V with BPL 
Oye. Unfortunately, she's still 
better-known as Tanisha, the 
younger sister of movie star Kajoi 
and daughter of Tanuja. But given 
the professional eaSe with which 
Tich (that's how she's billed on the 
show) conducts herself on camera, 
there's little doubt that she’s a star 
in the making. Provided, of course, 
she doesn't switch to the big screen 
like her big sister. 




nal) MTV, admits that India is the com¬ 
pany's top-most pnority now. So, the 
channel is going all out with new and 
innovative programming, and is com¬ 
ing to town with such old favourites as 
Danny McCJill. who used to work for it 
during its first innings in India. 

O n one level, Channel V's confiden- 
cedoesn't seem misplaced. The 
channel, which emerged from the 
asht>s of the fight between Star TV' and 
MTV, was launcheil with just a skele¬ 


tal three-member bureau. What's 
more, it had to start from scratch, 
designing a new logo (which looked 
suspiciously like the old MTV logo 
w^n its ends chopped off), shooting 
promos which had to he as funky as 
those of MTV and coming up with 
creative programming 
Today, with nine prixiucers and 120 
employees, the V office boaste of a 
good mixture of marketing and crea¬ 
tive staff which has managed to sell 
the channel to nearly every Indian 



Anu Kottoor 


household. Rar».> is the family these 
days that dix^s not watch PPI. Oyi’, the 
channel's Hindi film countdown pro¬ 
gramme, or oven the Creiil Indian 
Matitnmgmnik Shim'. And even the 
older generation tunes m to watch the 
comic genius. Javed laffroy, luist Vidt\> 
am riu’ihlmk. 

Its vee/ays have become celebnties 
in thoirown right, with Sophiya 
Haque, Ruby Dhalia, Luke Kenny and 
even the more recent entrant, Ales- 
saiidra, getting mobbed by fans when 
they venture out on to Indian streets. 
Ruby Bhatia, in fact, has become some¬ 
thing of a television icon in her own 
right, hosting everything fi om Paliiio- 
liiv F.k Ka Tei’v. to the Filmfare Awards 
show. 

And Cfiannel V is veiy proud of its 
products SnwrsSudha Nair, Iheclian- 
nel's information manager, "Who is 
Anu Kollixir? Diir vt'cjays are all 
supersbirs, MTV' may have maruged 
lo get Slash, but everyone in India 
thought that their Roadshow was a 
Channel V event. And that's btvause 
in Indian minds, there is only one 
music channel and that is C'hannel V." 

So, having aime thi.s tar from such 
humble beginnings, can you really 
blame Channel V for crowing about its 
achievements^ Or about the fact that 
now they—not MTV—are the trend¬ 
setters in the field of musical program¬ 
ming. SaysSudha Nair, "When we 
began, we had to improvise on what¬ 
ever we had. But today we set the rules 
forgetting the viewers' attention. And 

Continued on Page 26 


Luke Kenn^^d Sophiya Hague at the Victorial Memorial, Calcutta 
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^ We named him Sachin 
after S.D. Burman’ 

Ajit Tendulkar talks toShameemAkihar about his close ties with his brother 
and how fw wrote the book, The Making of a Cricketer 


T he rcclu&ive Ajit Tendulkar is 
not dodging interviews 
deliberately. Only, till now he 
has been used to such 
reque.sts being directed at his younger 
brother Sachin, who.se formative 
years in nicketing have been chalked 
out with sucJi tender affection in the 
elder brother'.s just-released book, 
lust as he managed to shield the 

K »rsona] aspects of the young Sachin, 

‘ also contrives to shield his own 
perst'nal life from such sudden 
scrutiny. His mild-mannered voice is 
soft with affection for his younger 
brother. As in the book, he 
{K'casionally slip.s that odd nugget of 
mform.ibon on their close ties and the 
firm family bonding whicli, as the 
foreword by Sunil Gavaskar notes, 
has bwn the prime reason behind 
Sachin's exceptional winning traits. 

The interview allows one the chance 
to gauge the truth bt'hind Gavaskar's 
observation that, "You can be an 
outstanding individual in your 
chosen career but to be a good human 
being is not easy, specially for 
succos.sfuJ people. It is clear that 
Sachin's family background has 
helped him to keep his feel on the 
ground in spite of nis soaring in the 
stratosphere with his cricketing skills." 
Excerpts from the interview with the 
audior: 

What provoked your decision to 
write the book and how long did it 
take you to compile all the details 
that make the book anecdotal? 

As I have explained in the preface, 
one writer (who does not wi.sh to be 
named) came to me with the offer for 
writing a book on Sachin. That put the 
idea in my head. I started m July and 
hoped (and managed) to finish the 
book for the World Cap scries. 

Initially. 1 started jotting down 
notes by hand. A friend suggested that 


1 do it on the computer. That really 
helped because it oecame easier to 
read and correct my initial jottings 
and move them around to make them 
chronologically right. 

I decid^ to do Uie entire thing 
myselt right up to publishing and 
distributing it. I decided on the name 
Ten' Promotions since newspapt'rs 
have called Sachin 'Tiny Ten' so many 
times as a child player. Ten is also part 
of our surname Tendulkar. 

Was it difficult remembering all 
those aneeddtes that are detailed in 
the book? 

Actually, there were no problencs at 
all because I had witnessed 
everything that has been mentioned. 

It was all mere in my mind. 

You have said you deliberately 
decided not to seek the help of 
cricketere and coaches. Why? 

Yes, that was intentional. Since the 
book was to be ordy on his formative 
years before his l est career, I did not 
want to include people who may have 
entered it later. 'Then, I might have 
hurt some people who may twl left 
out. Also, many see Sachin in his 
pre.sent status. It would be inevitable 
for these people to make a comment 
on his career, which I did not want 
since the focus of the book wa.s very 
clear in my mind. 

How did your family help? 

Oh, everybody in my family 
contributed towards this book. Right 
from my elder brother, Nitin, to my 
uncle, my .sister-in-law. Even my 
mother was very understanding since 
I was seix’cd food insule the nxim and 
did not hav'e to venture oift of it I 
never allowed anybody to enter the 
room and I think by bemg so tolerant 
my family members helped me in 
writing this book. 

Now (hat the book is out, is there anv 
interesting detail that you feel you 
have missed out, and would have 



Ajit Tendulkar 
Sachin likes a heavy bat 





Skipper Azharuddin releases Ajit Tendulkar's book in Mumbai 


liked to include? 

No, Because every detail was 
entereii into the final draft only after 1 
thou>;ht hundred times over it. I 
would say that 9U.9 per cent I have no 
rej!;rets. May be ten years later I may 
think i>t something. No, 1 think the 
book IS complete 

1 u.sed to sil the entire day before the 
computer. In fact, I went without pay 
from office for the leave for the entire 
periotl, I wanted to focus my entire 
concentration on the book. In the 
beginning 1 had made the mistake of 
taking live-day intervals twice and 
realised that tni.s was breaking my 
flow of thoughts 

Except for a few interesting stories 
about Sachin, the toddler, there are 
almost no other personal snippets 
about him in the book. Why? 

Yes. Sachin did not want anything 
personal to be written about him. 

Also, since this w'as only about lu.s 
formative years I did not sec the 
reason for giving mpre personal 
details. There w'as no need tor the 
focu.s to shift from the cricketer. For 
instance, if 1 want to read about 
Amitabh Bachchan I would be more 
curious to know about his acting than 
about hi,s personal life. 

Well, 1 know Sachin's fans would 


have liked the book to be more 
personalised. Maybe tidbitson how, 
when he was bom. The family elders 
had decided that we three siblings 
should chiKise bis name. St' we kids 
decided that we will name him after 
Sachin Dev Burman, the composer. 
Since that name was long, we decided 
that we will settle for just Sachin. 

Was there any sibling rivalry 
between you two? 

There was no chance of that. The age 
gap is there, it makes me more 
protective to him and he is respectful. 
Sachin also has such a personality that 
nobody can feel like that about him. 

In the book you have discussed the 
passions of your siblings, but there is 
nothing about yourself and your 
interests. 

(Smiles) I used to listen to Nitin's 
poems. We used to like listening to 
such readings of literature We used to 
share interest in music. Like I said, 
Sachin I>ev Burman's music was a big 
favourite. We were all passionate 
about music. Of course, there was also 
the English music. Initially this was 
not heard much in the house, but 
Sachin had convent friends from the 
Bombay Scottish Sdhool and that 
music too became popular in the 
house. 


I like listening to bhavgeet, nati/a 
sangeet. Sports has always been a 
passion in the house. Not just cricket, 
but any sport. If Mike Tyson was m a 
bout, tnen we discussed the wrestling 
match. If there was a tennis match, we 
discus.sed the finer pomts of that too. 
You have mentioned how the entire 
family got involved with Sachin's 
career. Does it mean that the entire 
family, including your 
grandmothers, discussed it 
whenever Sachin played? 

Yes. The whole family knows the 
game thoroughly now. But, none of us 
watdi the match when Sachin is 
playing. We all become extremely 
tense. We only watch replay or video 
recordings. 

Is the relationship between you two 
like that of friends or does the age 
gap make the relationship more 
formal? 

He treats me like an elder brother 
more than as a friend. There is the big 
age gap between us. 

Do the two of you exchange notes on 
the game, since you play a good game 
yourself? 

(Laughs). Never. I don't take his 
advice at all. And he wc^d not offer it 
himself, eiriter. 




extract 


A child 




Ajit Tendulkar 
recounts his brother, 
Sachin Tendulkar’s 
progress as a 
cricketer in his 
early years in 
this extract 
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achin grew up in quite a different 
atmosphere than Nitin, Savita and me. 

I was the youngest in the family till 
then. The age dimrence of almost 11 
years between me and Sachin must 
nave mattered a lot. When Sachin was 
a baby, both Nitin and 1 were really 
crazy about cricket. A little later, I start¬ 
ed playing for my school, then for my 
college and various clubs. He would 
see me leaving for matches with my 
cricket kit; he would hear us discuss¬ 
ing the latest news in the game at 
home. Perhaps these influeno^ matte¬ 
red; perhaps they kindled the spurting 
flame in him in nis early childhood. 

The playground in Sahitya Sahawas 
is quite large—some 30 by 30 yards. A 
rare sight in congested Bombay, this 
'huge' playground was instrumental 


in inspiring the younger generation in 
the Sleety and inviting it to play 
games. The 11 buildings of the Sexiety 
had enough boys of all ages to easily 
form two crick^ teams. 

The small kids would be busy 
cyclu^ spinning tops, playing mar¬ 
bles, flying kites...Sachin was always 
one of them. 

He was an impetuous child who hat¬ 
ed to sit down in one place for long. He 
would always be moving around, run¬ 
ning rather than walking. Instinctive¬ 
ly, his interest in outdoor games grew, 
fai the school vacations, when most of 
his companions returned home in the 
afternoons to read comics, and play 
cards or scrabble, Sachin loiter^ on 
the ground through the day, playing 
whatever he could. 


With Kapil Dev 




The one thing that could keep him 
in any place for long were the sports 
transmissions on the television. He 
watched the Wimbledon duel of 1981 
between Bjorn Borg and John Me 
Enroe with keen interest. Wldle most 
of us wanted Borg to wia Sachin root¬ 
ed wholdreartedly for McEnroe. 

When McEnroe won, Sachin's joy 
knew no bounds. Instantly, he became 
a fan of the young American star. He 
was so impressed by McEnroe's style 
that he demanded a tennis racket, a 
headband and two wristbands so that 
he could look tike his hero. He would 
imitate McEnroe when he played ten¬ 
nis on the concrete pathway surround¬ 
ing the playground. With his curly 
hair, he looked a miniature McEnroe 
and his friends took to cailinghim 'Mac'. 

I feel the television coverage of all 
the iTU^r international sports events 
was the main reason for our attraction 
to sports. The sports tournaments on 
our annual 'Society Day' underlined 
this passion. We played a cricket 
matcK had a cycling competition, and 
atheletic events like the 100-melre 
dash, the long jump and the shot put. 

We played hockey and football with 
almost the same enthusiasm as we 
played criket. However, cricket remai¬ 
ned our main passion, lliese were the 
years when Sunil Gavaskar was shatte¬ 
ring record after record. Kapil Dev 
entered the scene and thrilled us with 
his unique style. Tlte consistent suc¬ 
cess of these two Indians at the interna¬ 
tional level, year after year, found 
them a place m the hearts of most of us 
in Sahitya Sahawas. Cricket did not 
remain a seasonal activity for us. It 
was a craze, a p)a.ssion. We just had to 
play, be it in the scorching afternoon 
sun or in a heavy downpour. 

The smaller kids watched us seniors 
and formed their own teams. If w e 
occupied the playground, they would 
play on the concrete paths, the garages 
or the terraces of the buildings. This 
reflected the cricket atmosphere in 
Bombay. 

Some our Sahitya Sahawas kids 
soon got good enough to be included 
in the senior team. &chin was one of 
(hem. He was thrilled that he was 
allowed to play with us. Shy and quiet 
with the older boys, Sachin would talk 
with great confidence at home. Was 
this the same little boy who not so long 
ago used to sit quietly sucking his 
thumb and sratching his head 0us 
childhood habit), listening to us bro¬ 
thers and Savita talk cricket? The 
change in him was really surprising* 
His growing maturity as a child 
cricketer and his qui« understanding 
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of the game almost made us forget the 
age gap between us. We started, watch¬ 
ing nis game with greater interest. I 
was Sachin's immediate senior in the 
family. Having played competitive 
cricket, I had some experience of the 
game. Sachin started relying on me for 
more knowledge about crideet, for 
basic hps in batting and bowling. 

This was when 1 noticed .something 
tmusual about my little brother. 
Though Sachin used to imitate his 
heroes in other sports (like John McEn¬ 
roe), he was never seen copyii^ his 
crid:eting idols. Whether batting or 
bowling, nis style was his own. He 
never hesitated to play strokes. While 
batting, his arms always swimg freely, 
I thought, he had a great feel fot the 
game ahd excellent judgment in read¬ 
ing the length of the ball. For those 
who saw mm play, his body move¬ 
ments were enough to provide eviden¬ 
ce of the natural sportsman in him. 

1 saw him play very often and felt 
that I was watdiing a real cricketer. 

I thougjit there was talent in Sachin 
which simuld not be allowed to go 



waste. 


FIRST MONTH AT THE NETS 

asked one of my cricketer friends to 
introduce me to Achrekar Sir and 
one day I landed up at Shivaji Park to 
I meet him. 


Achrekar Sir conducts two nets here 
—one for the Kamat Memorial 
Cricket Qub (a club he owns), and the 
other for the %ardashram sdiool- 
boys. Sassanian Cricket Clubs, the 
second dub that he owns, have their 
practice sessions at the Azad Maidan 
in South Bombay. 

1 still remember how ArJi rekar 
was surrounded by aspiring lads of all 
ages. That scene made me wonder if 
he would have the time to watch my 
brother and spothi.s talent. 

"How old IS your brother^" Sir ask¬ 
ed me after hearing me out. 

"Eleven," I replied. 

"Has he ever played with a proper 
cricket ball (a season ball) before?" 

It was a casual question. But it had 
me worried. Wsks Sir going to refuse to 
coach Sachin if I said nc wasn't used to 
season ball crcickel? 

"No sir," 1 answered "But I'm sure 
he'll have no problems." 

"What docs he do?" was Sir's next 
question. 

"He bats and he can l*owl quite fast," 
I replied. 




In those early days, Sachin had a 
fascination for bowling fast. 

"Fine" said Achrek«. "Let him 
come here tomorrow and watch the 
others practice." 

1 heaved a sigh of relief. The next 
day Sachin and I reached the mound 
when practice was already hjiu over. 

"Let your brother watcn the others 
today,"'Sir told me. "Tomorrow, I'll 
see him in the nets." 

So tar the first and so far perhaps the 
only time in his cricfiet career, Sachin 
just stood and watched the others 
play. (>n a couple of occasions, he turn¬ 
ed round and told me how some of 
them were mnUng mistakes, how he 
could have easily Mt all those bowlers 
and clean bowled all the batsmen. 
There was nothing boastful about his 
judment and the claims he made. 
Sachin has. always had this inborn con¬ 
fidence in his own ability to play the 
game. 



B atting over, the boys started dieir 
fielding practice with Mr Das 3u- 
valkar, one of Achitekar Sir's c^uties. 
Sir asked Sachin to join them. Though 
I knew my brother's ability, I must 
admit that 1 was a little surprised to 
see how well he fielded. For one thing, 
he wasn't used to a season ball. For 
another, the playground in our colony 
where he usually played was surroun¬ 
ded by trees of every size which didn't 
provide enough opportunities to take 
nigh catches. Bui Sachin was quite 
relaxed, judging high catch's per¬ 
fectly, positioning his palms exactly as 
they should be while catching and 
throwi ng the ball with aplomb. I realis¬ 
ed once more that he had natural tal¬ 
ent which should be nurtured. 

However, when the other players 
discussed their mistakes during the 
fielding session, he stood by himself 
with his arms crossed, biting his nails 
aiudously, giving an impression that 
he wasn't part of the game at all. 

"Practice starts at 7:30 in the morn¬ 
ings so be here on time tomorrow and 
make Sachin wear full trousers," ^ 
instructed me. I nodded and took 
Sachin home. 

On the way, he told me, "I can bat 
better dian any of them." 

"Fine," I smiled at him, still a little 
anxious. 

We readied home. Sachin rushed 
off to join his friends. 

The next morning, Sachin got up 
early. He was going to bat for the first 
time in the nets. Everyone in the fami¬ 
ly wished him gcxxi luck. Fcnr tfie first 
few days, I accompanied him. He did¬ 
n't have regular cricketing gear for a 
14 


while. He wore jeans, T-shirt, running 
shoes and carried the Kashmir willow 
bat that Savita had bought for him 
from Kashmir. 

Sachin walked ahead of me, eager to 
get to the grouiid as early as pos,>iible. 
He kept turning around and question¬ 
ing me all the time. 

"How should I bat?" he asked me. 
"^ould I attack or defend?" 

What probablv played on his mind 
were images of the boys he had seen at 
the nets, playing back or forward 
defensively. 

1 replied with a vague "Let's see" 
After all, I had no idea of what kind of 
player Adirekar Sir preferred—a 
strokemaker or someone with a solid 
defence. 

"Should I bowl?" Sadun continued. 
"Of course you should," I told him. 

I knew he wanted to try a few boun¬ 
cers somefiiing he did very well with a 
runner bail. 

We reached the ground at 7:30 am 
sharp. After the initial warming-up 
exercises and jogging, the net practice 
began. Sachin had to field for a while. 
Ihen Sir asked him to pad up. I helped 
Sachin to put on his pads. He entei^ 
the nets, took guard exactly as I had 
instructed him and batted for a few 
minutes. 

Aduekar didn't express any opin¬ 
ion about Sachin's batting but allowed 
him to come and practise during the 
school vacation. That was quite a 
relief, ll looked like Sachin would be 


given enough time to adjust at the nets 

ic. 

I play of 
the expe¬ 



rienced Test cricketer. Little Sachin's 
batUngstyleatll ]rearsof agewasabit 
odd. He Imd this tremendous pouh- 
ant for on-side play, having develop¬ 
ed die habit of coping with die bounce 
of the rubber ball by pulling with a 
cross bat. Another tedmicaTpeculiari¬ 
ty of rubber ball cricket is the way 
most young caricketeis play on dw rise 
to a bril that's pitched up to diem. 
Sachin did this too but he showed 
uncanny ability in judipng the length 
of the ball and middling it. He really 
had a natural feel for batting which I 
thought was most important at that 
young age. And despite his question 
to me of whether he should attack or 
defend, he had no notion then of cor¬ 
rect defensive play. He either hit the 
ball with full power or pushed and 
deflected it with the wrists. 

He also had the habit of lifting the 
ball. With the tall trees in die colony 
playground, it was a safe stroke to 
play, because they prevented fielders 
from taking catches easily. In those ear¬ 
ly days of net practice, Sachin discover¬ 
ed that it wasn't that easy to hit a sea¬ 
son ball. His arms just didn't have that 
much power as yet. 'That was good in a 
way since he might have created a bad 
impression by trymg to lift every ball. 

1 was quite satisfi^ with Sachin's 
first essay in the nets, considering he 
had never batted in the nets before. 


A fter the first few days, Achrekar 
./tasked us to get proper cricket clo¬ 
thes for Sachin. I guess^ that Sachin 
had been accepted as a regular. My 
father was very happy that Sachin was 
practisiiw on a regular basis. He took 
Kim to a t^hionable clothes store and 
bought him a pair of white trousers. 
By no stretdi of the imagination could 
one have called them regular cricket 
trousers. They had loops, big pockets 
on the hips, bell bottoms and mey 
were made of spongy material wnidi 
was most unlilre the flannel used for 
cricket. 

Sachin was most thrilled with his 
first cricket trousers. He put them on 
immediately and came in to ^ow 
them to me. I didn't approve of them 
at all and showed my <mpleasure. 
However, nothing could spoil 
Sachin's joy. 

But at least it was a beginning. 
Sachin also acquired a small bag from 
Savita and her husband bought him a 
pair of gloves. In fliose bell-bottomed 
trousers, holding his bat above his 
shoulder rather man under his arm- 
pit, Sachin looked more like a child 
actor. 

"Sir said I'll be playing in the match 



tomorrow," Sachin told me one even¬ 
ing after a couple of weeks at the nets. 

It was a 50-ovcr game between two 
teams made up of boys from the same 
net. In Achrekar's strict regimen, there 
was no let-off from morning practice, 
after nets, the boys would ^ half an 
hour's rest and tnen start the match. 

Sachin was up early on the day of 
his first matdi ever. ^ was the rest of 
the family. We wished him good luck. 
He touched everyone's feet, someth¬ 
ing he still does l^fore leaving for an 
important match or a long tour. 

We were quite anxious about 
Sachin's performance in his first 
match. 

"How much did you score?" I ask¬ 
ed him when he returned. 

"Zero," was his honest reply 

"Don't worry, you'll get runs next 
time." 1 said 

We tried to boost his cordidcnce but 
fortunately Sachin was quite relaxed, 
perhaps because the concepts of suc¬ 
cess and failure were still alien to him. 
Enjoying the game seemed to be hi.s 
only motive. The second match 
brought him another zero. But he soon 
got into his stride and .started scoring 
corLsistently. He u.sed to keep a record 
of his scores in a diary which he has 
mi.spiaced. 1 wish I could consult it 
now. But from memory I remem¬ 
ber that he had scores of 51,38 and 45 
runs one after the othci. In thase limit¬ 
ed overs matches, bat.smen had to reti¬ 
re after making 50 runs. From the very 
beginning, Achrekar Sir made Sachin 
bat at number four. That remamed his 
fixed place in the batting order irres¬ 
pective of any important senior 
player's participation. 

I wondered why Sir chose the num¬ 
ber four spot for &chin. Perhaps it 
was because of his attacking style of 
play We were happy to ^ Sachin in 
this position becau.se the number four 
in the batting line-up had an aura 
about it. G.R. \ ishwanath, one of Indi¬ 
an cricket's most stylish batsmen, who 
was also one of our favourite 
cricketers, always batted at number 
four. 

Sir watched Sachin in these practice 
matches and made him a regular mem¬ 
ber of his Kamat Memorial Cricket 
Qub with an admission fee of Rs b5 
and a monthly fw of Rs 10. 

O ne day Achrekar Sir arked how 
he spent his afternoons when not 
playing in a match 
"I play with my friends," Sachin 
told him. 

"Very good. Then come here for 
afternoon practice too," Sir ordered. 


Sachin had not expected that. His 
afternoons so far were devoted to his 
Mends. He didn't mind morning prac¬ 
tice since most of his pals got up late 
during the summer vacations. But 
afternoon practice! That was going to 
be tough. Very often, he cooked up 
excuses to miss it so that he could be 
with his friends in the colony. 

However, once he was on the 
cricket field, he wanted to take the initi¬ 
ative in evesrything that happened...he 
wanted to bowl, bat, field with gusto. 
His constant involvement with every 
aspect of the game has heljjed to sharp¬ 
en his cricketmg skills. 

One day Sachin finished bowling 
his quota of overs in a practice match. 
Then, seeing that Achrekar was not 
around, he put on the wicket-keeping 
gloves. In the summer heat of Bom¬ 
bay, wickets are u.sually dull and the 
ball doesn't bounce much. Sachin bent 
down to gather a shooter and the ball 
suddenly popped ^ and hit him on 
his right eyebrow. Tiie cut bled heavi¬ 
ly. His friends tried putting ice on the 
wound, then panicked when the 
blood continued to flow. There were 
not many people on the ground in the 
afternoon. So a friend put Sachin on 
his bicycle and quickly brought him 
home to Bandra, all of six kilometres 
away. We were terrified to see 



Sachin's condition, l.uckily my tathor 
was home and could rush him to the 
doctor. The half a dozen stitclie.s did¬ 
n't stop Sachin from entering the nets 
the next dav 

Towards the end of the summer 
vacations, I heard father discu.ssing 
cricket on the telephone. This was 
something unusual. Curious, 1 tried to 
listen on and find out what was 
happening. 

"Achrekar Sir would like Sachin to 
be in the Sharadashram school team," 
father told us. "He fet'is Sachin has the 
potential to go far." 

"What do you think we should do," 
was my father's question to me. My 
opinion counted as I had played quite 
a bit of cricket by then 

Sachin was studying in the Indian 
Education Society's New English 
School, very close to our place in 
Bandra East. Most of his friends al.so 
studied there The school had bov's 
who were keen on cricket but the lack 
of a good cricket ground and a good 
roach had preventeti the school trom 
building a cricket team. 

1 felt that switching to Sha¬ 
radashram would give Sachin adequa¬ 
te exposure to school cricket. But mv 
parents did not want to impose anyth¬ 
ing on him S« far he had played regu¬ 
larly during the vacations Now he 
would have to play and study. They 
weren't sure that he could carry this 
burden 

In the evening, the tamily sat down 
together and discussed the matter 
with Sachin He had skipped after¬ 
noon net practice that day and w.xs sca¬ 
red that Sir had called up to inquire. 
When he heard the reason and father 
explained that he would have to 
change his school but also that the deci¬ 
sion lay completely with him, he 
though about it tor a while 

"I want to continue playing cricket 
seriously," he said as he came to a deci¬ 
sion. "I don't mind changing .schools 
I'll meet my fnends in the evening " 
We were a little surpn.sed at his lirni 
stance since he had always been a 
happy-go-lucky child. 

He had made his decision. We in the 
tamily now had to prepare ourseU es 
for many things ..making sure that his 
studies and his health didn't suffer 
while he pursued his passion; finding 
the money for a pniper kit as cricket is 
a fairly expensive game, and most 
importantly, being able to teach 
Sachin that there w'as a lot of uncertain¬ 
ty in this game. Though wc wanted 
him to be a .success, we had to l>e prepa¬ 
red for ups and downs and i.'ven total 
failure. ■ 
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PAST PERFECT 


SheelaBhate, nou^ 78, re-visits h(^ sculptures that adorn 
the Birla Planetarium, reports Trina Muhhefjee 

Photographs by Amit Datta 



I t was a trip down memory lane 
for Sheeia Bhate. The 78-year-old 
frail lady walked dow n the 
corridors of the Birla Planetarium 
with a new found zest. After all, she 
was visiting her creations after a li>ng, 
long time 

The slight stoop disappeared as she 
paused to stand in front of the likeness 
of Galileo Galilei that she had fashion¬ 
ed out of plasticine so many years ago. 
"This was my favourite," said Bhate 
with a smile. 

Galileo's hu.st wms one of the four 
busts made by her and are exhibited in 
the Birla Planetarium hallway. The 
others being those of Johannes Kepler, 
Nicolaus Copernicus and Sir William 
Herschelle. Bhate made them more 
than 30 years ago. These busts bear 
mute testimony to the beginning and 
end of Bhate's life as a sculptor. 

Female s^lptors are not a rare bre¬ 
ed today. But in 1938 in Lahore, there 
were not many of them. Bhale's 
father first got an inkling of his 
daughter's talent when she made his 
likeness in plasticine and decided that 
she was going to be a sculptor. 

Bhate's first teacher-mentor, Bha- 
besh Sanyal, however, felt otherwise. 
He tried to dissuade Bhate from tak¬ 
ing up this art form. Sculpture, accord¬ 
ing to Sanyai, was extremely strenu¬ 
ous and too demanding for a woman 
to handle. It was another young sculp¬ 
tor, Dhanraj Bhagat, who worked in 
Sanyal's .studio and gave Bhate her 
first lessons in day and plastiane. She 
exhibited her first life study at the 
Lahore Sodety of Arts in 1939 and 
won a prize amounting to the "prince¬ 
ly sum" of Rs 75. 

It was encouragement enou^ for 
her to apply to the J.J. School of Arts, 
Bombay. Much against the wishes of 
the prindpal of the school, Bhate sat 
for me entrance exams and topped the 
test, competing with a majority of 
male students. Beginning directly 
from the fourth year of a five- 
year-course, Bhate worked for two 
years before her marriage in 1943. 


She managed to cany on sculpting, 
exhibiting at the Bombay Fine Arts 
Society and also accepted private com¬ 
missions. Notable among them was 
the one commissioned by India Steam¬ 
ship Company in 1950. 

Bhate was more inclined to life stur 
dies. As she explains: "You can make a 
dead man talk and the mute eimress 
himself through a life study." The 
strong influence of Michelangelo and 
thestmool of Western Realistic sculptu¬ 
re is evident in her works. The power¬ 
ful bone structure of her 'heads'; atten¬ 
tion to minute details; the slight arch 
of eyebrows of Johannes Kepler, the 
stiff starched collar; the strange tilt of 
the hood costume of that^period or the 
careless fall of Galileo's luck of hair, 
speak of immen.se verisimilitude. But 
these details are heightened with sub¬ 
tle impre.ssionistic touches. Geoff 
Chaffee, the first curator of the Planeta¬ 
rium, who admired her work, had 
commission^ her to do these four 
head studies. Bhate felt that it "was a 
challenge" she could not turn down. 

"There were too many answers I 
did not know," said Bhate, "How big 
was Copernicus' head ? Was Galileo a 
pleasant man? Or Kepler a sociable 
gentleman?" The minuscule pictures 
(waring their likeness did not answer 
her queries. Yet she had to go by them 
to create their images. "I had to study 
and imagine. You always have to put 
something of yourself into it" says 
Bhate. 

She did not get very many opportu¬ 
nities to do more sculptures as she 
became allergic to plasticine and also 
due to her failing health. She did mana¬ 
ge to give live demonstrations in 
Washington and spent a lot of time 
strolling through trie museums in Lon¬ 
don. Bhate recounted an amusing inci¬ 
dent dunng this phase. She was noid- 
ing a demonstration in life studies at 
the American Women's Qub. Bhate 
was .supposed to select her model 
from among the guests. But to her 
horror and dismay, she found all lad¬ 
ies sporting elaborate hairdos in their 
earnest effort to be the "perfect 
model" for study. "I finally had to 
choi jse a bald and deaf man as my sub¬ 
ject," said Bhate in mock despair. 

Rich with the wealth of experience 
and yet poor with not too many fruits 
of her labour, Bhate still has a ^1 of 
her subjects: "It is the idea that is all 
important and the elusive third dimen¬ 
sion to one's work." Her vision, now 
gone dim with the onslaught of age 
still sparkles when she touches hew ini¬ 
tials, which are etched behind her 
immortal creations. ■ 
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BEJAN DARUWALLA 


Match 21 - Apnl 20 | 

■ The full n>CK>n, sayh | 
Cnnesha helps you i 
to forge links and | 

ties, thus 

augmenting income and 
doubling pleasure, and surely, 
that's what life is all about. 

April 7-** IS tertainlv about 
lourney, news, visits, 
mtervicw.s, meets and 
advertismg. April 11-13 is tor 
career adv^cement 

Taurus 

April 21 — May 20 

You will have to 
work with a will and 
vengeance. Frc>m 
April 8, children, 
buying/.selling/partying will 
be fascinating for you b^au.se 
Mercury impresses your own 
sign, Taurus, according to 
Western astrology. Pels and 
project.s, loans and funds do 
take up vour time and energy. 
Well worth it too 

Gemini 

May 21 — June 20 

Success throu^ less 
than normal mannels 
are assured 
Mutually beneficial 
situations will work best now 
because ot the full moon unpact. 
Expansion is your mode of 
operation, therefore, please be 
yiviai and optimistic fhe | 

essence and the emphasis is on 
love and gnrup activihes. j 

Therefore, an exciting hme. I 


Cancer 

June 21—July 20 

Good time to make 
f I sweeping changes 
i .'j which shut down an 
y old situation and 
move you into new altogether. 
The astro reason is, Saturn, 
according to Western 
astrology, which will change 
Signs from April 7, honing 
youi ambition and skills. The 
home, too, will have its share 
of attention 

Leo 

July 21 — August 21 

■ You could diop a 
iiroject for a hare- 
orained new idea or 
campaign. Concepts 
may be totally new. Love will 
also tug at your heart. 
Contracts and deeds will have 
to be signed. There is just loo 
much going on for real peace 
and rest You tend to be con¬ 
servative and matters require 
risks now. 


Virgo 

Augua^- 





August22 — September 22 

■ Don't tK' afraid to 
' mess up and be 
,t contused. Loan.s, 

J funds and monetary 
dealings arc emphasised the 
next 23 days You may rewrite 
your contract, go to new 
commitments, upgrade and 
thoroughly modernise 
machines and more 
importantly, your own mind 
and ideas. 


Libra 

September 23 — Odober 22 

■ Personal equations 
will clamour for a 
solution, be it love, 
marriage, or even a 
business partnw^p. You will 
have to attend to it. April 7-8 
are for intense and hectic 
activity. That is the time to 
play your hunches, pve 
intuition a free rein. Be 
concrete and fiKussed for 
achieving goals. 

Scorpio 

Ocloberz3 ~ November 22 
Ganeshd says, work 
in secrecy and 
reserve your 
ammunition for your 
foes and rivals. Conflicts of 
interest are likely. Agreements 
could fall ihrou^, or may have 
Ki be amended Do a kKik-nice- 
]ob job, as (he Amencans say. 
Give things and matters a once¬ 
over, a second lovik before you 
sign and agree 

Sagittarius 

November 23 — December 20 

B You will h.*el unduly 
optimistir and could 
have a totally 
different way of 
doing things. Children, ideas, 
creahvc use of things, 
invenhons, schimnes to get rich 

r ' :k are what the week is all 
ut. A tew faLse starts 
should not be allowed to 
bother you. Go ahead. Trips 
and tics are foretold 


Capricorn 

December 21 — January 19 

information you do 
receive and you will 
■■■11 receive more than 
you can really chew. It is 
absolutely certain that work 
presisures to really perform 
will be overbeanng and 
tremendous. This could tell on 
your health. Otherwise, all is 
nice and dancK'- April 9-11 will 
be important for progress. 

Aquarius 

January 20 — February 18 

a H A big preiject can 

1^ come altogether this 
f, week. Noble ideas 
ji succeed when they 
are backed with staying power 
and bullheadedness. Be posi¬ 
tive, because Venus-Uranus 
trine helps you immensely in 
your attitudes. Surrender 
sweetly to the dictates and the 
demands of love, romance and 
idealism 

Pisces 

February 19 — March 20 

Ixsins ,ind funds wi'l 
be up vour slni't It is 
SjBji lime to angle lor 
BC!SLi tlK'ni .ilso it you are 
inte.x^tix.* 'lalum. aixonling to 
Western astrology, goes out of 
your sign on April 7, and 
tliorefiire, pre'.s.sures and pain 
and opposition will most 
certainly ea.se Conhision will 
stop A new era will begin 
Work will be done 









siii.Tiishiji in lf!tci'n.uion.il St.iiiil.irJ 22/22 k.ir.U [^oKi ,ind 
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JUNIOR WHIRL - HAL KAUFMAN 



FIND TWINS! There are two sets of twins among 
the various beach balls above. See how quickly 
you can find both sets. 


IN CROWD! 

Ijisert a consonant into the name of a desert 
animal and find the name of a California seaside 
resort. Into this name, insert a vowel and find a 
possible dnoice of centre in a box- 


ll»_) ‘|.1UJP > 


LINKUPS! - - - 

This classic poser 

continues to present a ^ 

challenge. We have jof ^ 

six sejgments of chain W ^ ^ 

containing five links * ff 

each, at right. We / V M 

would like to join y! 

these segments into 

one conhnuous chain 

by opening and closing the fewest number of links 
If it takes one minute to open a link, and one 
minute to close one, in how few minutes can we 
complete the arcle? 

o} i(ui{ ifPM ilun«n pur mo |i» ‘Ofuij ||r Suiua^o vq soinuuu a.ix 


HOCUS-FOCUS 



FHiO AT LEAST « DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PANELS. 
luciaiHp s| edcu-<iuinr -9 muoms we «|iOMg s 6uiS8|Ui si ung > 
Miisuus «| MOB ‘e Buisctui si (u«)qais)|8 Z 'fiuissHu O) Misoa t ssouajauio 



ADD-A-LETTER WORD 
POSER 

Add a letter in each step pro¬ 
gressively at left, rc-arranging let¬ 
ters as necessary to form new 
words in accord with the follow¬ 
ing definitions: 

1. First letter of alphabet (A, in 
place). 

2. In attendence 

3. Occupied a chair. 

4. Hollywood status. 

5. Gaze steadily at a person or 
thing. 

6. Metal frames used in fhv 
places etc 

7. Unfamiliar. 

8. Police officers next below cap¬ 
tains or lieutenants. 

Time limit: 2 mins 

}i .tiiiit'iis : «-wpib b I- I's I IV c V I 
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Tara Deshpande 

Continued from Page 8 
whoever romes after us, will have to 
follow them." 

That, of course, is a reference to 
MTV. Channel V, which i.s watched in 
55 million homes, ls clear about one 
fact, in India, at least, MTV is very 
much the Johnnie-come-lately. And 
what's more, it has still to get its pnr- 
gramming mix right. Though only 35 
per cent of Channel V's programmes 
are in Indian languages, mainly 
I lindi, they have cleverly positioned 
them at prime-lime slots to give itself 
an "Indian' image 

MTV, on the other hand, gixifed up on 
this score during its last .stint in India, 
By showing explicit — by Indian stan¬ 
dards. at least — \Tidocs, replete with 
half-naked girls and writhing coupled, 
they earned the wrath of the nation's 
moral-keepers. The channel was wide¬ 
ly denounced as being subversive, 
and a bad influence on the nation's 
youth. Channel V has steered clear of 
making such mistakes. Says Saimin 
l^esai, the channel's executive produ¬ 
cer, "We do not want to be an interna¬ 
tional masala channel. We want to be 
India-specific." 

B ut then, so does M'FV - - without 
exactly gi>ing the Channel V way. 

It is very clear that it wants its own slot 
in the Indian market, rather than ju.st 
rely on Hindi film music to do the 
trick. And this strategy makes some 
sense. Aftcrr all, these days, most chan¬ 
nels seem to be showing the same 
songs over and over again. If Zee is bla¬ 
ring out the tunes of Trimurti, so is DD 
Miflro, ATN and even Jain Televi.sion. 
MTV would rather stick to its mix of 
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good Western music, peppered with 
Indian pop artistes, and then hope for 
th*' liest 

In ont‘ important way. though, 

MTV has made n concession U» the 
Indian market. Most of its veejays— 
with the notable exception of the Irish- 
Chinese Danny McGill—are Indian. 
There is Rahul Khann<i, the son ol Indi¬ 
an actor Vinod Kitanna, who hosts 
such shows as Superock, a bi-weekly 
programme for rock music fans, and 
Altermtnv Nation, a daring cull-ish 
late night show which airs videos 
from the alternative music scene, and, 
of course, M'FV's Must Wanted, the 
immensely popular dail\ request 
show. 

Among the other high-profile Indi¬ 
an veejays is the beautiful Anu Kot- 
toor, the prcxluct of a south Indian 
father and a Burmese-Punjabi mother, 
who works out of Singapore. Thean, 
there's Tara Deshpande, whose bio¬ 
data (as provided by MTV) has it that 
she is interested in the works of such 
intellfxztual giants as Milan Kundera, 
VikramSeth and Gabriel Garcia Mar¬ 



Mike Kasam 


que/, 1 ler philosophy in life, though, 
is somewhat more down-to-c*jrth- 
‘Try to change the world and they 
will take away yc>ur T-shirt." 

The latest to join the MTV stable is 
Rajeev Dalt, who was a model before* 
he became a veejay- He was discoviT- 
ed by one ol the channel's prexiuevrs 
at the Blue Camel Bar in Bombay, 
because he "stood out in the crowd". 
Ask Datt why that was .so, and he 
laughs, "Because 1 was wearing plat 
forms at the time!" And MTV is 
anchored and produced by Prc'eti 
ScHhi and Sharon Gomes. 

None of them have, however, 
achievc'd the kind of cult status that, 
for instance, javed jattrey has, Tci be 
fair, though, MTV has only btvn on 
the air for a couple of months, and its 
veejays will probably erme into then 
own soon enough. 

Not that Channel V will IcH Ihein do 
so without a fight. Tht* channel is 
already devising new pivigiammmg 
and is c'oming up with more commerci¬ 
als of the Quick Gun Munigan variety. 
TIiLs, tor (ho.se of you who don't watef > 








At the MTV launch; Chandni Sahgai, Asha Bhosle, Peter Jameison and Bill Roedy 


Channel V, wa,*. based un the cunevpt 
of a •mniiat Western, with Quick C.un 
Munigan enacting the p.irt ot a dina 
and iii/;-quaff>ng sharp-shoottT. And 
then, of course, there's the Vs bottom- 
line that has won the hearts ot must 
Indian viewers: "We are like this 
only." 


M TV's answer to Javed Jaftrey 
seems to be Danny MiCiIl, the 
light-eyed verTay of somewhat eclectic 
tastes: he has abmit 5,000 Cds and 
"enjoys Metallica on Friday nights 
and Vivaldi on Sunday mornings". 

He is widely regarded as being one of 
the best-inform^ (as far as music 
goes) veejays in the fields, and is best- 
known for his off-the-cuff aimments 
on the videos he runs for the audience. 
He's hosting the tfeadhangrrs Balt in 
his own inimitable style, and will win 
many more fans before the nnet 
couple of months are out. 

Adding the intemational touch to 
MTV is ato the Indonesian/Australi¬ 



an Nadya Hutagalung, Stella Sohn, 
and Mike Kasem, the son of Casey 
Ka.sem, the legendary radio-TV piTsin 
nality, who also wntes in Inside Track, 
a fan/.inc on cassettes 

But MTV maintains that its veepys 
arcditfcYcmt not just in their looks and 
style, but also in their attitude to their 
jc^. Rather than just giggle and chat¬ 
ter through their routines, they cximbi- 
nt* show business with serious social 
commitments. 

To illustrate their point, they refer to 
theChaniwI V Roadshow, where such 
exciting prizes as a BMW bike were on 
offer. In contrast to this was the MTV- 
Levi's Qothing Exchange organised 
for the launch of MTV Aau. H^re all 
the guests were enaiuraged to donate 
a wearable piece of dotldng that was 
exchanged for a Umited edition of 
Levi's MTV Indian launch T-shirts. 
The clothes which were rollected from 
the guests were then given to Reach 
Out, a non- profit non-govemmenlal 
oiganisation (NGO). 


OO 






The proceeds from MTV'*, charity 
raffle and ticket sales went to AIDS 
awareness chariti^, yet another exam¬ 
ple of the channel's commitment to 
pood causes. But then, even its veejays 
seem very aware of their social respon¬ 
sibilities. Sharon Gomes, for instance, 
has co-presenteu the first Asian Youth 
Forum on Aids and Mike Kasem has 
been named the national youth chair¬ 
man of the Muscular Dystrophy 
A.s.sociation. 

But the channels seem to differ in tar 
more fundamental ways than these. 
Their attitude's to their target audien¬ 
ces, for instance. MTV seems to liave 
targeted 15-35 year olds, going in for a 
much younger audience profile in the 
hope that these people will stick with 
them even As they grow older. Chan¬ 
nel V, on the other hand, has targeted 
entire families because of the wider 
variety of programming it has to offer. 

In effect, thi.s mean.s that MTV is 
going in for a niche audience, and will 
make more of a headway in homes 



Sharon Gomes 


which have multiple television sets. 
But Channel V, on the other hand, wall 
have its takers even in single-set fami¬ 
lies, with both parents, grand-parents 
and children tuning in to watch differ¬ 
ent kinds of programmes. 

It is this difference, in fact, that w'ill 
determine the future of the two chan¬ 
nels. If MTV does not change the cha 
racter of its programming—and it 
show's little sign.«t of doing so— then it 


will have to content itself with niche 
advertising. This would mean that it 
would earn much less revenue than 
Channel V, which %vill gamer far more 
advertising because of its mass 
appeal. 

For the moment, though, MTV 
seems to be quite happy with the way 
it has positioned itself in the market, 
and remains convinced that it has 
enough hardcore fans in India (o makt- 
it a vbbic proposition. As a KfTV' ‘•tat¬ 
ter explains, "Channel V has now 
focussed on a broader, more tamilc - 
oriented market in the push for 
advertising revenues. Put MT\' Ls real¬ 
ly tor the urban, young-at-heart indiv i- 
diial with a taste tor Fnglish language 
music and international fare. Basical 
ly, we are in for the youth marKrt 

The aiming months will tell us whe¬ 
ther this strategy will work. And it 
MTV will be able to gi\ e Channel \' a 
run tor it.s music. But wliateeer hap 
pens: n*maiii tuned. Thi.s will Ix' a 
musical well worth listening tu. ■ 





SAIFUDDIN CHAUDHURY, thefird/randpur-Hme CPI (M) MP from Katwa, West Ben^, has 
been denied a Lok Sabha ticket despite the recommendations of the pariy's state committee. Widely 
regarded as the brightest spark am>ng young CPI (M) leaders, Saifudain is a major player of the. pro¬ 
change brigade led by Jyoti Basu. 



To achciw unity of thought and 
action. 


What is your greatest fear? 

Lck«s of h^our and dignity. 

Who or whw been the greatest 
influence in your life? 

A party worker in my village 
whose lone and selfles.<; campaign 
with a red flag and a hand-held loud 
speaker made a deep impression on 
my childhood years. 

Wnat do you aislike in4»t in 
others? 

Deception. 

What do you dislike most in 
yourself? 


Saffuddin Chaudhury with his wife 


W^tdoyou 
dislike most on 
your a]>pearanee? 

My appearance after 
a haircut 


Citntplacency. 

What is your most precious 
possession? 

People's gcxKiwill 



What objetta do you always cany? 

A free-flowing pen and a clean 
writing pad. 

What makes you most depressed? 

Theachery and meanness. 

What do you dislike most on your 
appearance? 

My appearance after a haircut, 
t^at is your favourite word? 
Clumge. 

What is yotdr favourite foumey? 

From Howrah to Memari by local 
train, sitting at the window seat on a 
spring evening enjoying the gentle 
breeze on my face. 

What is your favourite dream? 

The resurrection of good and 
noble persons. 

What ts your nightmare? 

No comments. 

What or who is the greatest love of 
your life? 

My two children. 

What is your source of sustenance? 

People, friends and family. 

On what occasions do you lie? 

On April Foul's day. 

What is your greatest regret? 

No regret.s. 

What has been your happiest 
moment? 


On what occasions 
do you lie? 

On April Fool's day 


It has yet to come. 

What brings tears td your eyes? 

A hungry child. 

How do you relax? 

By listening to music. 

What do yon envv most in others? 

1 don't envy other human beings 
but 1 do envy the birds their 
freedom. 

How would TOu like to he 
remembered? 

As d simple, honest and free mart. 

How woulu you like to die? 

With dignity. 
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THE 

DI^ERNING 


We set the pace We manutacture with the 
express purpose ot satisfying our customers 
Our R&O sustains this obiective. it seeks to 
present tfie perfect product Facti miniscule 
detail IS scanned with an eagle eye be it 
the raw matenat. the manufactunng prtx:ess 
or the finished product Today, our 
numerous and vaned products catei to a 
wide spectrum of industries, both in India as 
well as abroad This reality is a result of our 
discerning eye - our R&D 



UNIVERSAL CABLES LTD. 

UCL is a leader in the Indian cable industry, 
producing a wide range of cables and 
capacitors known by the brand name o1 
Unistar in collaboration with vatious intern-i 
tionallv renowned principals The range 
includes Paper Insulated Cables Speciality 
Elastomeric Gabies. Cross Linked Polythene 
Cables. Power S Instrumentation Cables and 
Power Capacitors 
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VINDHYA TELELINKS LTD. 

VTL was eslaWistipd in technical collaboration 
with Encsson Cables AB Sweden, and 
manufactures a wide i ange ot Polythene 
Insulated Jelly Filled Underground Telephone 
Cables in a wide range of standard 
conductor sizes with cable sizes varying from 
10 pairs to 3600 pairs 

Uaypg Vihar P C Chorhata r?et*a 466 006 (M P , 



BIRLA ERICSSON OPTICAL LTD. 

BEOl. has entered into tne field of 
telecommunication foi the manufacture ot Fibre 
Optic cables al its state ot-the-art complex at 
Rewa P i in a loint venture with wo'Iri 
renewned Eiicssor'Cables AB Swcoen The 
rib'e Optir cables a'e of international quality 
and meet all the requirements of the Uetiun 
meni ot Telecommunications and f'e Railw..vs 

Udyng viliar PO CtKirhata Pca.! jat'eMc W p 


Hand-in-hand with the Nation's progress 


— fiirCa Cf'roup 
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. vride^ He 

=his ii^treir ailkiWttd 
ular cvextovtiiib to be 
qu^oAi^ under any dr> 
cumstanee. And this 
should be dus most inqxtn- 
tant factor ui choosing a 
President. 

But it is also a fact that 
such men of wordt do not 
find a place in today's 
politics where vestra 
interests and powerplay 
dominate the prooeedings. 
Going by past 0 q>etience 
it is only to be epqsected 
that the gubernatorial poin 
will go to someone who' 
will ^ a compnnnise can^ 
didate: xnaderrendent 
under political compidr. 
aions. 

Saiftosb ICMMMr SKemti^ 
Kharagpur 

M Dr k 

Ipeyoshd dd!Mte: ne is' 
odrspaely lounvtedgaable.. 

' ti/M( da'a{l:yiee»e:mil^^ 
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Dr Karan Blnshyllui b«M edmflc^ 

Apart bom befng a chw (mupres^Pie^der^one 

aided Indira Ganm he the (SB'yearotd'1^ 

has pHodded eivf I a nirnir jnerMshara^ofKas^tmir 

berwpre^deimis posts in would be the best daadh 

the Inoian addiin^bation. date suitit^ die eVeeahee 
Hissecidarcxedentuds. and prestige of die j^bK 

hafvenevebbeeu que^. post: 

tion^ One wonoars why AsPeeddenthe mighi 

the Nairasbniha Ban gov> usher in a new of. 

eminent has never used peace and prospedty^t 

die»iCKio0lcea-ail>r'...w'lAdley {nducbi^die 
diit^ to solve dw . tenonatsto gitt^wdien 
fCasittini'imbm^io. arms, hfenmmemocrity 

‘^t^K/umrUaihlg, haryeJangdqaMnatedlh^ 

.'poiib We now heed am ..v 
bdaabMrdalv^ 


J 
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^riei!^ read Old ptip^vd 
tq)«oihm4Mnd.v&B Mieien 
Cf^lzies at the cost of die 
naffimut exdiet^er 

Wbm die President has, 
no Corstmetive role to 
pla)^ ihe Con^tudon 
dio^ be amended and 
diis post abolished. 
O.tiAM, 

Jamsiudpar 

■ dDrSUigh is dw true 
liberal Indian unshackled 
by any poliHcal pr^udkes 
aebd Has a prmpnnadc 
appauadfi to luishnur, then 
he is the best candid^ . 
for President. 

The tuibutent ViidQey . 
needs aphysidan like 
him whD.jMa am c^ti> 
misric message for die 


Gdeudst 

■. At«d. Bdhati Viijpayee 
would make a better 
Pnmidendal candidate. 
PrpbatGa^ 

Ppfm ■ ' ■' 


INDIA'S BEST known fashion photographer, 
Prabuddha Das Gupta's book, Womfri, i.s a tas- 
dnadng collection of images of some of the 
most beautiful women from the counj^. 
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WHEN IT comes to advertising, woiben art'., 
more successful than men m selling produc^. 

Advertisers prefer them ' 
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W ispy, bluesmoke-nngs 
float languidly towards 
the reiling. India's ace 
fashion photographer 
watches them contemplatively, occa¬ 
sionally brushing aside his tresses that 
arc streaked with grey. 

You'll always catch Prabuddha Das 
Gupta looking relaxed, laid back and, 
more often than not, introspective. In 
one such pensive mood he might |ust 
tell you that there's no such thing as 
perfect happine.ss. A cynicism that 
will give way the next moment to 
nuick-.senousnes.s That's when he'll 
claim th<)^e sinks into a depression 
when his "nttJst precious 
pos-session" — his cigarette lighter— 
i.s misplaced. His wife Tania will corro¬ 
borate helpfully, "He didn't sleep one 
night when he thought that he'd lost 
the thing!" 

He's cryptic at most times, exudes 
an air of curious detachment, loves to 
say 'no' and dislikes hypocrisy in 
others — and in him.se(t too He confes¬ 
ses, "1 love women and photograph¬ 
ing them is one of the pleasures of my 
job " 

So, IS it any surprise then that he's 
most relaxed while he's working? Dr 
that It IS the female form which nas 
catapulU*d him into the pages of glos- 
sv magazines and news reports? 
that, those liavs Prabuddha Das 
Gupta answers to the sobriquet of the 
Man Who I .oves Women? 


O t late. Das Gupta ha.s been in the 
news because of his first bix>k, 
Wutnen, published by Viking (some 
hme back he was in the headlines 
Ix'cau.se of the controversial Tuff 
Shtx?s ad) The genre to which 
IVo'iii’j/ belongs - the stud v ot the 




nude female form — has enjoyed an ed and empty." 
elevate status through the ages. Only Explait..s the mavenck photogra- 
here the medium is a new one— pher in the Afterword to the pubhea- 

pholography. tion, "The human bodv has always 

A collertion of .some 90 black and been considered to be tKe most bt*auh- 
while images of some ot the most beau- ful ot nature's creation.s, and has been 
tiful Indian women, the book is attract- acclainu-d as such in all the arts, 
ing rave reviews Thi.s, despite the fact universally. Its plastic and sculptural 
that Women was launched with prach- qualities on the one hand and its enig- 
cally none of the publicity that goes matic erotic quality on the other have 
with the birth of a coffc** table book— inspired poets, writers and sculpto- 
and no launih party either. It slippc'd ■ s But although the nude, and che- 
quietly into the World Book Fair to for- m€*s related to it, have been a vital part 
go Its own destiny of any artistic tradition, they have 

Some have called it path-breaking, always bt'on sen-sitive subjects " 

others a landmark achievement, being David Davidar, editor. Penguin 

the first photographic coffee table India, which is a sister concern of 

book to lie published in the country Viking, is also satisfied with the rcs- 
ihal deals with the subject of female ponse that Women has evoked. While 
nudes. While Prabuddha is heaving a "some thousand copies" of the book 

sigh ot relief at the fact the book has were published, he .says, over a thou- 
not Ijeen sensationalised, he .says that sand nave aln'ady fiMind buyers not- 
now that the book has a life ot its own withstanding the Its 1,500 price tag. 
he finds himself "in a limbo, exhaust- Says Davidar, "The book has been 





received just as the way we hoped it 
would—as a work of art. Penguin 
looked at Woifini as a new kind of art 
book going by the prenuse that photo¬ 
graphy 'is' an art form. Besides, Pra- 
buadha happens to be the best fashion 
photographer in the country. He has 
been ^otugraphing the human body 
in a way that other Indian photogra¬ 
phers are only beginning to emulate 
now." 

Davidar feck that with Wbmew Pra- 
buddha has broken new ground and 
set a new landmark. Says he, 

"Penguin has a reputation for publish¬ 
ing books diat are unique and arc not 
me-hx> products. And this picture 
book is not derivative of any other pic¬ 
ture book, It's a very personal pniint of 
view." 


dha is disconcerted. He has a stylist's 
eye." 

Designer).) Valaya adds that Pra- 
buddha has mastei^ the art of con¬ 
trolling natural li^t. While it is techni¬ 
cally very difficult to make thinjp kx>k 
great in me existing light conditions 
Prabuddha dcak effectively with this 
problem. 

)ust as accolades pour in so does a 
fair share of criticism from others of 
Prabuddha's ilk. While photogra¬ 
phers concur that Prabuddha has 
nandled black and white tones excee¬ 
dingly well some assert that the book 
lacks the depth and vision of a dedicat¬ 
ed person whose experience has given 
him an insight into the theme that he is 
working on. 


Observes Rag^u Rai, the man who 
practically invented photo-journalism 
in India, "There are four or five ima¬ 
ges that are quite original in their com¬ 
position, besides in totality the book is 
aesthetically appealing and quite 
romantic with a dramatic design ele¬ 
ment. However, the Iin»?s and tones 
are not enough in my opinion to carry 
any book." 

Rai observes that had the book been 
split into chapters individually summ¬ 
ing up some of the different aspects of 
womimhood, it would have been bel¬ 
ter "directed". He adds that bifurca¬ 
tions would have breathed in a .sembl¬ 
ance of a visual continuity in the ima¬ 
ges. Rai adds, "The book doesn't 
excite me as a man, while a woman 


Prabuddha ntxls in agreement. The 
book is a personal journey, a photogra- 
phic interpretation of the subject of 
women, women that he as photogra¬ 
pher has known. Not surprisingly 
then, some of the images in the book 
go back more than a decade Explains 
Prabuddha, "I've tried to explore the 
totality of the nude .vs a photographic 
subject rather than focus on sexua¬ 
lity — the curve of a back, the beauty 
and punty of the form " 

I f his area ot specialis.iiion is women 
then his medium is primarily black 
and white Prabuddha unleashed the 
trend black and while photography 
in the late Eightii's, at a time when the 
industry was saturated with colour 
"Strangely, a stigma scvmed to he 
attached to this genre ot photography 
at that lime," says Das Cupta. There 
was nothing glamorous alx>ul it and 
one only as.sociati'd passport .size pic ¬ 
tures and the downmarket .stuff with 
black and white photographs." While 
ho claims that it was Lady Luck who 
smiled on him, asMxiiates pn.*ss the 
point that Prabuddha's runaw,iy suc¬ 
cess in the field brought about a resurg- 
onoe m this medium and had other 
photographers jumping on to the 
bandwagon. 

Fashion designers who have work¬ 
ed closely with Prabuddha are effu¬ 
sive in their praise of him. They tecl 
that the hallmark of hi-i work is an 
incredible sensuality and his dramatic 
use of black and while. S.iys the 
Ensemble man, fashion designer 
Tarun Tahiliam, "Prabuddha is the 
kind of photographer who will hang 
upside down front a ceiling to get the 
right angle. He never clicks what's in 
front of nim but visualises the best 
way the shot can b»; taken. If the 
model's hair is not 'just right' Prabud- 






It is, therefore, a tribute not only to 
Prabuddha's skills as a photographer 
but his qualities as a human being, 

Aat so many women—top models 
among them—agreed to pose in the 
nude for him. There are few photogra¬ 
phers in this country who could inspi¬ 
re that kind of trust. 

Putting the book tc^edier, however, 
was even more difficult than the pro¬ 
cess of photography. The process of 
editing and sifting through mountains 
of photographs for the final selection 
was ultimately not a very f>ersonal 
exercise. Each of the images had to be 
approved of by the models first. Many 

E crsonal preferences of Prabuddha 
ad to be excluded because the model 
had second thoughts about the photo¬ 
graphs being used. Some were even 
pulled out just when the book was to 
go into print. 

He cxp)iUn.s, "While the models 
were keenly interested during the 
.shoots, it hadn't hit them just then th.it 
the pictures would be published in a 
book that would scU in every other 
bookshop " 

So, what made them agree to .sign 
the relca.se forms (withoul whidi their 
pictures umld not have been used)? 
Prabuddha muses, "Frankly, I don't 
know what 1 have said or done to inspi¬ 
re the confidence in I hese 40-t >dd wom¬ 
en to have vested that trust in me to 
photograph them for the book. Per- 
naps it's a respect that goes beyond me 
being a photographer or a maker of 
images. Most were fri«id.s whom I 
had worked with betorc so in that res¬ 


will not find what she is looking for in 
it." 

Detractors point out that while Pra¬ 
buddha deals with a subject that has 
enormous possibibties Women 
restnets its scope to encompass a 
certain type of woman. Besides, the 
book is a aillection of images that are 
posed' as opposed to candid shots 

Prabuddha ha.s an explanation. 
Women is not meant to be an anthropo¬ 
logy on women or an attempt to do an 
cxjiected 'Women of India' kind of 
volume—the very purpose of such a 
focus becomt's different However, 
the title, perhaps misleads one into 
expecting images of women in various 
geographic and .social variations. Per- 
naps the title 'Woman' might have 
bem more appropriate," he say.s in 
hindsight. 

So there is no snatching of moments 


or creeping up on someone for a can¬ 
did picture, he .says with a half smile. 
"The genre of nude photography or 
portraits by their very nature implies a 
controlled environment where a pose 
must be struck." 

D oing a book of this nature wa.sn't 
easy. Prabuddha explains that 
given our current environment and 
the cultural climate not hx> many 
women are willing to be photograph¬ 
ed without their clothes on. "It's a mat¬ 
ter of utmo.st delicacy and no matter 
how much exposure the woman may 
have had to the camera or however 
confident she may be before it, she will 
not be completely cunvmced to pose 
in the nude. Besides, taking off your 
ciotht!s before the camera is only a 
^tumblmg block but to have the photo¬ 
grapher critically examine your body 






o 




pect none of them were lonipJete 
strangers ” 

And when word spread that Pra- 
buddha was wor king on a hixrk of this 
nature, contplete strangers ttni giif in 
touch and wanted to be included and 
become a part of this artistic creativity 

As the reams and rtMins of film were 
clicked, Prabuddha's wife Tania, a 
designer bv profession, got her act 
together Explaining the line taken by 
her in designing the book, she says, "1 
decided to kcH‘p it extremely simple 
The idea was not to overpower the ok - 
turcs, which v^-v meant to stand oxit 
just the way they ivere I think the 
whole book is \'ory pine -it s not 
sensational." 

Pure it may be. but it is not devoid of 
erotic content "Any nude that is not 
erotic is a tailure 1 lowex'cr, there’s a 
difference between erotic isin and tilil- 
lation My pictures don't say 'come 
hither, I'm sexy’ thc-y ari‘ not meant to 
titillate," says the photographei 
firmly 

P rabuddha never thought that one 
day he would grow to become the 
must sought-after fashiim phi>li'gra 
pher in the countrx' As a matter of fad 
tie never thought that he would ever 
become a professional photographi'r 
As a copywriter w'lth Ulka advertising 
in Calcutta, Prabuddha says he was "a 
closet photographer" for nearlj' eight 
years ^fore he launched fu'' time into 
photography in 1*188 

In the latter years of his ad days, Pra¬ 
buddha began putting his photogra¬ 
phy to great use in campaigns where 
he'd wnte the ad line as well as shoot 
for the campaign It was his experien¬ 
ce with thcagendes— Ulka m Calcut¬ 
ta and Delhi, Clarion and Everest, also 
in Delhi — that armed him with the 
capacity to "think visuallv" all the 
time Reminiscing about Ixis advertis¬ 
ing days he says, "I never wrote a ci'py 
in isolation." 

This fashion photography speaalist 
began his career m this arena with cam¬ 
paigns for Inter Shoppe and Blue 
Lagoon jeans The snitl from the ad 
world to fashion photography was a 
gradual one Most assignments that 
Prabuddha tiKik on were people orien¬ 
ted, with the clients Iiailing from the 
fashion world And before he realised 
it, his career as photographer predomi¬ 
nated that of being copy writer. 

Assignments were nut hard to conu' 
by and Prabuddha stood his ground 
and took on no more than three or four 
campaigns in a month. "I never com¬ 
promised on my craft. 1 never had a 
craze or fascinatKii|xf 9 t money in the 
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PRABUDDHA’S FAVOURITES 

//c mUv Sliyamoli Vemia and 
Malaika Anna the highest 

T he lines on your face will Gupta "When I pViotograph 

appeal to him, so tixi the women Hike them to go slow on ' 

bleinirmes and the puffiness cosmetics:. Yes, the fine lines and 

around the eyes. And chances are blemishes coixstitute my vision of 

that if he photographs you little beauty in its totality. It always 

will be done to camouflage these Ixelps to have some imperfechons," 

with a few deft tricks of his lens He obviously goes beyond the 

In fact, Prabuddha's Women is conventionally pretty face and 

replete with portraits where the insU'ad "looks out for a strengtiii of 

fine lines and smudge.s are not character." ITie one woman who 

concealed "The concept of beauty epitomises his definition ot 
is very subjective. A lot of women Woman ■ - and not just 
who 1 find truly beaiitilul are not photographically--- is none other 
considered so by others," says Das thanyestei-yeai supeimodel 


oDscssive scn.se," he says 

The turning point in Prabuddha's 
carei'i came when lh<* late Kohit 
Khosla— thedesignoi who mtrodui'- 
ed iiautc Couture to India — .sought him 
out for as.signnients "Wh.xfi’ver little 
feeling 1 have for fashion and any tech¬ 
nical know-how' I possi'ss on the mat 
ter ot fashion photographx is due to 
Rohii," says Das Gupta, 

r.uck swung in his favoui again as 
the fashion boom ;k* 1 m The ti>ncept of 
the designei- label was catching on and 
ihcie wlis a breaking away trom the 
traditional ideas o* lashion The mdiis- 
Iry was in its nascent stages and cxj>c- 
nmentation was in the air It Gaiwarc 
Suitings and Raymond's had ruled the 
roost before as the only beni hmark.s in 
the arena ot 'designer wear', then 
Ensemble with its i ollci'tion <il 
designers w’as poised to usher in a 
new era in Indian high fa.shion And 
Prabuddha was in the right place at 
the right time 

T oday Prabuddha claims that he 
works best in a sitiialion ot chaos 
and depends .solely on his inslini Is for 
the finer points of tashion photogra¬ 
phy. Perhaps the most un-lashion ixin- 
scioiis fa.shion photogiapher, F’rabud- 
dha's response to high fashion comes 
through an instinctive and intuitive 
feel for the .subject Hc.sinilc's "I 
haven't the laintest idea of w'hat styles 
are or those that are panne or whether 
the look of the Sixties or Seventies is 
back again " 

Prabuddha arrives fora shoot with no 
pre-conceived notions as to how he 


would like to slrucliire the a.ssign- 
merit ' 1 always go with a very basic 
idea III how the snoot should turn out 
All I like to arm myself with is the 
basK intormalion about how many 
models ai'i‘ involved, the location and 
the clothes to 1 m‘ modeled 

Not very surprising then that the 
unpredictabililv of Piahuddlui's 
mod 11^ opi'tmidi is kn- ivvn to have 
thrown many off balamv 

Model Ruchie Malhoira who has 
worked with Prabuddha on maiiv 
oicasioM .says that he may function 
best in chaos.' but he knows exactly 
what he wants Then* aie many who 
gel inliimdated by his working style 
but as a model 1 know tliat the .shoot 
will be over within an hour Besides, 
the model can rest assured that she'll 
end 11 }' looking her best." 

Models and designers vouch for the 
fact that Prabuddha is a stickler for 
detail I le may not know what's in and 
wh,-'t's out in the fashion arena but he 
sure knows which acccs.sory or prop 
ivill give him the result he is looking 
for Attention to detail is one fetish 
that Prabuddha can never shake off. 
While a battery of professionals — 
from a make-up artist to stylist — lend 
a helping hand to put the shoot toge¬ 
ther designers say that Prabuddha's 
keen interest in the props, the back¬ 
ground and the domes goes to enlian- 
cc the pmduct that he's .shooting. 

While the brief from the designers 
are pretty much open-ended, and give 
his crx'ativily a free hand, advertising 
campaigns must adhere to certain 
paramtHcrs. "Yet he does manage to 



Shyamoli Vcrma. 

"Hcr's is an'aura'that gets 
translated into print, whi^ rarely 
happens. There are innumerable 
wonwn who are beautiful in 
person but are not photogenic But 
Shyamoli is by far the most magical 


woman to appear before mv 
camera," muses Prabuddha. 

Another is Malaika Arora who 
Prabuddha says has an in-born 
relatiunahip widi the camera. "She 
has the ability of changing before 
die camera," he says about her. 


change each brief!" .‘.ays wife T ania 
smugly. 

Prabuddha evplairts, "When an ad 
agency commi.ssions me for a job they 
pay me not only for my t(>chnical abilit¬ 
ies but also my creativity Besides, I'm 
not divorced from the jargon of adm¬ 
en when they .speak of advertising 
objectives or marketing strategies. 
Sina* they are not pliotograpners 
thcmsi‘lves I must interpret their brief 
and then translate it into photographs. 
So, yes, a lot of the initiative is mine " 

A word of Wfirmng for admen. 
Never ever make die mistake of bring¬ 
ing your little btwk of 'Advertising 
Greats' to Prabuddha for emulating. 

"I show such people the door," says 
Prabuddha blowing another smoke 
ring towards the ceiling. 

lagiansm is what he obviously 
hates and acaisations of this enra¬ 
ge him—just like they did when the 
"Tuff .shoes ad amtroversy broke This 
lanky photographer whose lens had 
captured the models Milind Soman, 
Madhu Sapre— and the serpent—ent¬ 
wined together, all in the name of sell¬ 
ing shoes, rcfu.s(.‘d to comment on the 
campaign when it ran into troubled 
waters, The campaign was lamba.sted, 
banned and thereatter hastily 
withdrawn 

Today he explains, "The attempt 
was to shock and have the product 
noticed We never intended to offend 
anybody's sensibilities." Besides, 
when ihe Indian moral code came 
cracking down on the team behind the 
ad, Prabuddha, part conceptuahser of 
the campaign, was smarting at the sug¬ 
gestion that the ad had been plagiaris¬ 
ed from a foreign campaign 

"I felt exonerated when the same 
advertisement won an international 
award in New York There was .in ele¬ 
ment of thrill at having won a« claim 
for the ad which had competed with 
countless campaigns from the world 
over and had been cnticised in one's 
own country," he says 

More importantly, Prabuddha was 
absolved of the charge of plagiari-sm, 
as amongst the compt'tition was the 
Calvin Klien advertisement that he 
had supposedly mutated. 

While he ndes a euphoric wave non- 
chalantl), Prabuddha gets on with hi.s 
next project This time it's contribut¬ 
ing to a book on the ten years of the car¬ 
eer of designer Suneet Varma And 
going by his track record, that should 
prove to be a smashing success a.« 
well ■ 
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Focus 

CAUGHT IN A JAM 

77 /.// hi‘s/snn/s u{){,akulta Inijfic: hut. dshs Rajlakshmi Bhattachatyya, 

is till ‘re any Ik >/h ‘ <)/ if n/>n n vment?' 


■ 1 1 *- ^Ai(.l w lien tli('ii'i}; ! 

I Uiu;.,;h. ilu 1 oil v;h mmiL; Inl.il | 
I lIuMl'^ll. OIU'lull '.’('Mo Iv ^ 

.JL.ti>ii;<h t.' l>.tlt!eiipi''s I'MS' 

tliri>iii;h till' ti.iltii ‘\nj m (his.iu 
Ir.itliv iNrll 1*. hut ii util liii I li,)'■ , 

And shfi-t p.iiKli’iiun.Min i 

HUM'''. I .It*- .uid truiks. h.inj'f !aih“. 

.It v\ ill, often im-’Siiiv’,tvi> h nllu’i hv th<' i 
pro\ oibiiil v\ lii-kei, ii.uvker'. pt'ildk ! 
llieir n.iu“<oil till’loolpiitlv' '^oili.tl i 

pedeslrone-Itttk’i Ic'M hii'to i 

\v.ill> or the iiveri lovi ileil tOiulx. .md 
thelriilliv poli^ e u iiisj 11 ip.ij'>i'i l.iiill\ . 

into tlieir Uiilku -MU' le'-. iiiul lline, i 
their,irms.iioutki hul to lillle <u .nl | 
More often Ih.in noi the ioin]'lele l.u k j 
of ro.id disi iplme -iloivs the I m! til | 


dovi n to ,1 sn,nl s p.u e in.tk iri>; it 
inijio’-iihie to show lip ,in\ u lieie on 
lime 

Hilt \\ licit Ails nut tr,iltii svsii'in ’ Is 
tlieie 111 I met 111 id III I lie indd Ills', th,it 
'Tirrentli pre\,ills' 

! he iirst .nid (»erh ip' the most 
insnnni unt.ibli piohleni is tli.it ot 
iiiiuieiiii.ile lo.id sp.ii e t. ,iii iitt.i h.ts ,i 
nii.',ie,iesi\ piM lent .is loinp.ireil to 
Uomb.iv's 2(1 pii eeiil ,nul Itelhi’s 2^' 
pel lent ol ro.id'.pd'■■ Ilu r.iMo iiiilisd- 
tes iiol onl\ . pdiii lie in the mmihe' ol 
11iininiit.ii’li iodit'' hut diso iiiddet|iid 
ti' w kith oil M -tiiii; ones '\ l.irp,e 
I tiu/il oi liie lOd f spdi'i' i>, t.iker up I'v 
dlK’\sdnil h.h k Idtie', th.it .iie iioi 
hrodd enoiie.li tock I omniikldle,1 |\, o- 


wdv Itiitlic ol Cdts ledve dlone buses 
I o till ilii'r eomphidte tlie situatiiin is 
I thel.ul lh..l buses die not .iliowed to 
' p,ollnou^n lesiitenli.il du'.is, diul have 

■ to ply on the mdin .irleri.ii rodih. 

^ 1 r.nns dlsoioiilriluite to tidtlii bot- 

' tleiiei ks, In biedkinp down on sill h 
I iiidiii lodils .V. H H (.d I Ip,111 I Street 

■ K.ibiikird Sdi.iiii Ainheisi SiriH'l .iiid 
! Ml. Ko.id A.iiiiittd Ir.'inw.iNs h.is 

! b”en .isi ed b\’the ti.itlu poliiedep.irl- 
j ineiit to pidi i' bre.ikdowM \ .i'is .it sui li 
I toikl I rossinj;s, so Ih.i! the nnniinitni 

I MU oiii elili’lk el'! iiilsi'd 
; IdlkoMi.illii si>;n.il eijuipiiieni', 

; ,Hid \ I'l.'would ei ell .. ti’Vi M dis 
j d,e,o he idlt.iiie, I'1 iiink I he sien.il' 

I hi've lu’itiiei been .il'le III e.isi ihetr.il 


A typical traffic jam in Calcutta 



1. 





arrpslincj a lay walker clurifig last year’s Traffic Week 


111 jiiin-. ni>T lia'i’tlic\ it'pl.ici'iHlir 
Ir.Kiilnin.il iitnsf.iblfK i ln \ st,\:ii.l,iitl- 
fii I'imJ .is .1 h,il (iiilii'shK p.iiiiUj 

.il liiiK I’lnikiiiv; arnivr li);lil lo 
iiiivU, peril.ij's 111!' jii III" 111'' st.ili' 111 

till' (il\ ti.iit'i 

I liesi'ii ill .>11 !i;;v;hl impii>\'i'Oiiii' 
the iin'i;.i I if\ pr-iji'i! I-. iMipl.'ini'iiti'il ' 
I Ills w ill n'liiiii' till'»oiu rnlr.iliiDi ol j 
tr.iltii 111 Sill l» .nil n.il mails .i‘. 

( houiim'Jii'i'.Hill I’.iik'ilici'l I In 

v\-i''.li'rii ll.iiik I'l siKiiiiJ k.i.ni is lii'inp , 
iiini.ri'M->i'il .nil! oiii e lli.i! is i.iinpU'ii' 
it s espi-i leil ili.ii ;lu‘I'litiu'I lew T.ili 

tn'iiiul ii.illiv u ill. I iiisi' .iliiiij; It, L’,i\ : 

inp, till'ni.iin 1 its .1 nii'-s llicuitl'i 
di.n\ 1 III li.iins in (ms .ue.i li.is .iKu i 

I'liine.is SI -lun'. Ii.it 111 .1 ii'lii-t ti> Ir.itlii i 
(.iiinnnitiTs And om e tin-Mciru is 1 
mils oj'i’iatiiin.il, il IS I'xpi'iii'il ii.iI 1 - j 
r\' flu- hriiiil Ml Iln.' nintli sinitli tiallu ) 

"A l.ip.ini'si' leant h.is sne,i>,esti'il the i 
mnstriu lion ol Hum-llviis I'ls osei- | 
l>riili;i's nil liiiliiii', peils-sli un' oin s ' 
lioni Ilii'S eiilr.il ii’i'tio station iiiler j 
so tioii iinfnos i'inents ami peilesli lan , 
pl.i/as," saysS Uain.ikrislma, loint t P i 
fTr.iltis) Hut whether llics willbrin^ 
abiuit .in eiiii u. the ilillu iilties most 
i omniuters lace is haul to preilu I The 
number ot people poiiiiii^ m lioin 
neighboiirm^ slates shows no si^ns ol 
j'oinn ilown .iiul Iheeils is ill 
eijiiiitpeil to cope with sill h hi,.;h 
iluinbers 


j ■\i.i okI'Ii,', lo Ihe l.il.".l I I'Msiis I'.sti 
‘ mates ( .ill nil.I!'s.ml I') hi-Hie 111 'is' 

! ilensi i\'popni,Ill'll metropolis 1 h. 
rise III Ihe inirnberol eeliu le^ lan.! 
iheri'.'iie nil) ’'till Ill'll'V .11 s i'\ ei \ 
monthf liillinp the ro.nls h.ise .il'io 
r I'pl p-lll' V\ ith till 14,1 l>S% th 111 |■•opl!l.l 
tion li,.;iues 

t 'neol the pTiiH ipai w.us losolse 
ihe I risis ol linnieil mail spaie s\ ,is the 
iiittoi.iiii‘tio '1 ol Mill w.is Ir.illi. t he 
lirsl .ittemf'l w iis in.i.le sin . esslulls 
se\ I’t.il vear . . 1 ,..’, ) 111 fill' r.n k ^In et 
(. .im.H s,)r^.i.| ) lu-eire Ko.kI are.i ^ el 
tins w .e no* exieiiiieil rui thei fill ,i iev\ 
se.irs.i^o inl.nniiiis b">i' 

1 lieone-w'.u nyail.itions.'.ii siibs.iii 
.in nt.iJs Imkiny, w ith in.iin .itleii.il 
mail ’ h.is in.iih sonu'il 'tii ini' i' to ti .ii 
til speeds thilllyji not lo i pel' eplibl.' 
ili‘f.’,ree ( losmy, siteel > to \ .'hu les 
either p.iili.ill'. Ol lompleli'li would ' 
help rejpilale the How ot iraMii II i 
in.ikessense lorinstame l.ul >se 

\ew \I.il k‘ 1 to tl.illi. ...idi liV.elllts 

p.n kiiii; 'Oil.' into .1 boniev .lul 'hi 
situation in I kilhoiisieSijn.nei .in be ' 
inipro\ ed he in.ik ine; people w alk to 
their iitliii’s tiom till'm.iin road Whili . 
It is ii.il |iossibli' Il 1 ini I e.ise 11 lad 
spaee, .i inote si lenlilu in.ni.iaepieni 
i>l thi'eMsliive, ones an ensine. 1 '•moo 
Hii'r systeii ol ti.u e! 

i’laiis,ire .ilso oil to ! i\ .■■ lo.id 
tlironeh k iiwoi. I'.irk lo help ' ehn l.-s | 


j pbiii'.;!. .mil troiii t I'nti.il ( rill nil.1 III 
.w Old I.lilies I ill'ro.id w ill I lit .leros^ 

1 the p.n k .iiid e'.li'nii Iroin the I spl.i 
n.iile I ,ist K.i) Hh.ie.in i m-sinp, to liie 
< iiow 1 inydiee S \ ikineiie. Ko.kI 
ijossni" I'ill I the I o.i'l Is l.iiih C I'litrai 
c .ill nlt.i ii.iitii w ill n.>1 h.ii I to iise 
1 si>|,m.i..li' 1 ast .it all I li.il slu-li li will 
hi .iiiel\ in.nni,mil’ll toi mlhi's Iniine 
I ours.'ol lime 1 spl.m.iih 1 ast ean 
hi'.om. ilieiillKi.il lemii l.n inilies 
e\i epi tin m,i|i i| one . w l.ii h w il! be 
held ,it Iln I'll i^ade I’.n.ide e.toond 
)i it IS ini le ,i:i\ w ,i\ to pii'\ eni tiat 
III bi iin.', thsmpli'i! I'l dem.iii -.11 .ill. Ills 
<111.1 i Ip" ("■ lions ’ \\ ii.'P ibi',. 1'.. 

w ell I’l.nnu'il vn on"-'ion .>nd iiitoi n .a 
lioi 11 ollii's w I II III ai1\ 111" 1 , 'lli Ii \ !.! 
pi'll kIi .iIi.'I n.itiie lo.iti s loi lu 'n.ii 
mot. >1 ists am* .inolliei Im tin'i.ith’sts; 

sai s Ii..in.ila islin.i but U i snap 
deiii'iiistiation- n'liipiit. rise.! •.in. 
pi.ii !’0,'Ills .lie m till pipelnii'to eiKI 
''!i ' elm il ow lie's to l.iki Hieli'jli! 
lo.in s Xiniomuenii lit- ;iH.'n.,h * M 
la.lio ,md p.ii'.eis h.o e In ipe.i, !u 
V l.nnis I'.isi'ihi I on;',eslio'! .n times 
\ . ompiitensed ii.itlu -\siein 
Ihi'iinpji ni.iji'- th.il an-.. >mpi:ii ' dei i 
loped W iH bi 1 . .eln! !.)I pi. i. 11! Ip 

mti II Mill III »n 1.' tile III.’I' >!! -Is I ep,i''.i 
ni", lest!iiHon- ir l.ii.t m tin i iti no 
1 nil e on Hie I IS. t> . >:i w In. I; In is ti,. i I 
Ini'.', .in. i in ii'ii'ii 'I. Ill;. II 'in. - i,el\ 

I'lii.I.'ini. - \!sn'i I S'.' 1 11’s .n'ps >• i!’ 




CATCHING THEM YOUNG 

A neiv project in St Xavier’s School is}>eafvci towards inculcating 
a respect fortrajjic rules in their students 


V, chairman of the Civic 

‘V V Affairs and Rural Develop- 
'men( Ctunmittecof the Indian 
i^‘ ■ Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta, 

. visited Bombay, he was impressed. 
. Not by the ^y itself, but by a 
' couple of h^rdi^igs that had 
spearheaded a traffic awareness 
’ movement in Bombay. The agency 
involved in putting up the hoard- 
' ■ Jngs was Contract, which was then 
; approached by the chairman to 
draw up a sinillar plan for Calcutta. 
■ l.xK>king at the overall traffic 

, situation, it was felt that schools 
^ 'were the most fragile and vulnera¬ 
ble victinu! of traffic congestion. 

. Besides, it was always easier to dis- 
. cipline a child than ^ucate an 
Adult. St Xavier's School seemed 
Ulce the ideal venue for the pilot pro¬ 
ject scheme, even if its students 


adds. 

I'he time hail oonie to do some¬ 
thing, and It had to be done last It 
IS at tins juiu'ture tlval the Indian 
ChamberotC oinmerreand theCal- 
cutta Police came hirwnrd 
Announcements w ere made at the 
school assiiembly to tell the childr¬ 
en that a .special effort was going to 
be made to improve traffic in and 
around their scho«>I area T he 
children were then expected to car¬ 
ry thi* message hack home to their 
parents • w'ho were often among 
the traffic iiffenders 'The kids wo 
thought, were our best ambas¬ 
sadors," says Moses. 

No sooner were the lirst ^ebra 
crossings laid, than the children 
veviced their observations in the 
assembly I hev were encouraged 
to cross tlK'in witli their parents as 



tflACiMrithoanlina near St.Xmder's School 


'./ilfvoqld bethe Brst guinea-pigs in 
0 ^ experiment. 

y ' Once a tranquil zone, the school 
■ to m»w surrounded by chaos. Cars 
:|:bekmging to school children, resl- 
.0 dents, 'Varaaan shop owners, visi- 
tors and offiotrgoers clog the 
iiatreets creating both parking pro- 
;.blemsand noi^pollutjon. '^meti- 
the din due to traffic snarls to 
' iaiti:hr,lti8lmpo8siblefoh«0r oneself 
rt^ Cla3rton Moses, the 
St. Xavier's Schoi>l. And 
the.atre^, too, are getting nar- 
rov»er due to double parking, he 


a first .stop towards developing a 
sense of traffic rules t-verybody 
agreed to name the area .1 child- 
friendly /onotind hoardings which 
used a child's face t.) plead 'silence 
please' or 'if you honk too loudly, I 
migt ''might fail in class" were put 
up as part of the gen tie persuasion 
drive. Warnings were issued that 
cars parked near the gates will be 
picked up. "Thtiugh," saysS. 
Ramakrtohna, joint commissioner 
(CP) traffic, "there is a limit to the 
number of cars that can be towed 
away every day. The real discipline 


should come from within." 

"Plans to issue letters to parents 
by the kids have also been chalked 
out," said Moses and a need has 
been felt to take the seniors into the 
fray to give the movement more 
momentum. 

Though Moses would not allow' 
his little ones on the street t« 1 help 
entorce traffic rules, he has bnnight 
about a change in the very attitude 
of the kids. They are asked not to 
rush down fhe corridors and to 
stay in line, which he feels is the 
basic rule in traffic training Interac¬ 
ting with conductors and bus 
drivers, issuing stickers and host 
ing contests in schocil on designing 
road signs, to essays on what a 
child should do were he caught in a 
jam can go a long way in in-'tilling 
traffic discipline, savs Mtise.s. 

Parents 0 /children would K- per¬ 
suaded to pool their cars by rota 
tion every week so that the numbcT 
of vehicles entering the /one is 
minimised. Both car-owning resi¬ 
dents and shop owners have a right 
to park but tend to abuse the facilit 
ies offered. But if parking aiten- 
dents and cortstables remain vigil¬ 
ant and hone.st, them parking in no 
parking zone.s could be reduced, if 
not prevented altogethii-. 

"TTierc arc definitely some signs 
of improvements," feels Mom‘.s 
and even Ramakrishna ha.s suggest¬ 
ed sending bis traffic officers to 
schixii the child rem cm traffic 
regulations. 

As for the kids, they will soon get 
talking about the project which is 
expected to bo implemented in 
other schools, too, should the 
Xavier's experiment work out. But 
the children should be made to fw'I 
it is a part of their livtis and not a 
part'of their curriculum. "It won't 
be assessed nor would grades be 
put on it," says Mems, "for that 
would be self-defeating". 

But, with luck, this project will 
produce children who krtow that 
traffic rules are not meant to be 
broken. They are there to make the 
roads a better and safei- place to 
move on. 


14 



hiWPLdiTipi.iUTiM'i.i tr.iltii sij;n,i|s 
Witli ii \'ii.-\v to cm oiir.ij*in^ discipli¬ 
ne, safe dri\'in}» ,ind mininnsinj; tKvi 
dents, tlu'tr.ik'utta Triithc I’olue h.i\ o 
introduced .sf>eed c heck radtirs, n hu h ; 
.irebein>> used, according lo tratln | 

reports, at the Fastern Metrojnilitan j 
Bypass Other projects in pi(»f;ress an- I 
tlieuseot wheel clampsoii vehicles I 

parki \1 in .ireas not talliiij; willun the ; 
parking /ones tochei k illegal (larking ,' 
usi‘ot brc-athan.ilvseis loi heck di unk- I 
en tin ving and tlu' use of cimc's cir port j 
able gcinid rails to ad as nsid di\ iders j 
This is already in evidence c'n Ked 
Road to l•nsllre lane wise flow ot fr.if- 
fic and Ici pie\ ent pei'j’le tioin bic-a 
kmg/'jiiinping the l.mes. 

Cine of the most prc'ssing piobleivs 
atleeting not just load transport but 
the\et\ livc-sol people who avail ol it, 
is the alatming rise in atmospheric pol¬ 
lution In thi'C alcuttii tratlii poll- 
1 e oi gaMist'd diagiuistic t anij's and 
Anil Auto rollulion Wt'ek wlm h inili- 
ate'd a tol.il ot I 2 , 2;’7 cases against 
noist'anvl blocc-horn jrolhilion What 
theeii\ leillvneed'.iiieauli'einis-,ion 
tent re-, whcie polliilioiuan be nuinilci- 
red and mob'li'checks done Theeasi 
esi thing w oiiltl be tor e.u )i ow ner to | 
kt'eji Ins car t lean vc hu h dt>es not i 

iilvsays cost mill h \\ hen delei Is aie i 



small anti ielated ti> basic I 

mauilcnance j 

Rt‘sponsibilil\ must also he with ' 

citi/ens u hti are tt»o diltident to share j 
thebl.ime foi tialtic congestu>n With 
/t'bra iTiissings pc'destrian llvovers ! 

.md siilnvacs .-edufeil loan insignitu- ' 

ant part ol Iheciiv s landscape, it uas 
not SHI jmsing to siv 1 ,()sn )av vc alkers 
being ant'sted and lined last year 
luim canons road interseclums Wh.at 
was disheartening w as the lai'k ol a 
sustaineil drive b\ the C alcutta jU'lice 
"We li.n'e tried lo enlorce \t h-ilecer 
laciiitifs are a\ ailable so that near 
Sealilah.aii uteiitsareon the ciei line ’ 


sa\'s Kamakrishna While 1‘••‘14 registe¬ 
red ”l !7 latal cases, in heputsthe 
figure to ftih The number ol accidents 
are highest Itom S am -1 pm, 4 pnr -7 
pm and Spm ‘•pin I he tirst two /ones 
art'rc'lateil to rush hour tratiic when 
ec eiu iMit' is in a luirrv and tempers are 
traced 

'Pedestrian mo\ emeni can bt'con- 
tiolled at .inv point i>f time but what 
realU counts l^ a habit," emg*hasises 
Kamakrishna alcutta despera- 
tel\ needs a moreconscu'usand vigi¬ 
lant tiattic c'lihiire But trom the look 
cit the roads, it will be a long time befo¬ 
re It ac lualK ac'ciuirc's c'ne ■ 



I l.ic'i- ',' 1)11 |’.i-,',ed vcjui 10 
ni|“ ' 


Are y'c'u within ?3 yrs'is 


Aie v»i looking fni ;i tingbl (.:irei?i ojipcutiinitv m lliC! 
HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY wtiicti could take- you anywfu-re 
i.i Ihc v/oiid Via lor hotels, shiiijii'ig or airline eorpotatinri; 

THE BEST ASSOCIATE WITH THE BEST 

A ^ CMfuie itt (Ae ^tC4teA 

c<t*t*iiceCe«l f4(t6a4t<,e "pnaMeniM «li 
^eUc«tt<x ("p-teiftce) 


A e<Ht>U€ co*t<i*tctcd 

fi>te»tUen€ itt ^JttdOz. 

A *7o- exeAaui^e ittetHiena. teaeAcH^ 

Aadici, uHtA SeO-AS ns 

^rl^USf^TmS (S7t^$S7Z^'Hn) 


WHY NIPS Thf .ml, irislit.itiOM Iti.'l piovulBs yen' cMlf. a '■r.itilii'.ilr in I’ompiiter 
rd.i.-.ilj.jf.andIhr F ll■^u'hlan^|llJl)r rtl'.iiijA.Iti /'.vIfH.-iIi'I Mjisiiiirm.-nlLiip'oina 
Thi- lM',liiiiif' lh..l| n- i!tet.c<r'''iii;iii pi |, nn.i-n! npp'.iiii-i.iK", in Indi.irtndatiiciad 
Thr In'-liliilr ivillithe forripli'ii- ’nir.i,i'ii.-ii,'i- pnbl'C .iddii.'jssiyMnni ocei head 
pn.(nr|p' apilif vi >imI aid‘-. Ih.ii iruiki' Ir.irn'iiii inicii'-.iintj and ' nnii'lotr 
THAINING Sm niLnlhs liiilii-.i'i il t.iiiimui in i" i'.',i!' 0 'l ■.!.!' ttnii'Is in India 
5'ii.ij.iimii' B,i>.ul.'id(.s.li Nnptii M nrilin'j 

THE COURSE 'ir',ii|r.n') .iiiri .,triiOiii.!.l in l.nn viiiln liiti'i''dinnal Idbntir 
Oigani/rtlinii (It O; .ind c.mipat.iM- 1./ 1 '.'-1"'-.! in Indi.i 
PLACEMENT A'l i-iir.-.llc.nl ler nut in.-l'jdns (il.i; enii nl. it. Aiil.m- A -Shipping 
c.iip...|.itiiins anil npnlf-rt Fli'S .cs r r.!' 

Host EL S.-'Pcii.i'" a. ■ 0 ''ii-.|.ilit.n In- 1 .- v. ann .j.'lt 'n- l.uMni i- niiPippc'l 
veil!, -ill n.'ilorr iimuii.i.c'b and pri.vi.l.--. nn-iii-. in."- '.■'jidi'ni;. 

SELECTION A ic’.llc'n Inst 'nllpc.. d t y .i p'.|..(i|i il ininrc-i..,-. 


[ UTI (Qovrt. of India) h*ve ctrtifiad NIPS for efficient aervlct 


l.as,l dale lor Itic siibini^sion ol (i.iiiis 16iri M.iy I'l'H; 

Fni lurthoi details- lelei lo the piospni liis a-.-ailablii at •.tin insliliitn In. Hs /OO' 
OiiLsUlinncindidati". mdy(irai;MhrpiO'-pnclou,shc s»ndino,iC [' ulR.s ?A0/ 
•n (dvpijin ol NIPS 

NIPS, School of Hotel Management 

"'N. E-c ))3 Sail Lake '.-.iv 

( I I \Nrjr Lctionv IsU'i-Tei f ( .Mjdc’i 
I JL A-’i'u"''- M 

V KBB /Ph.-iiH' 'j:il 2 l‘‘P 

ConIKl llw liisl.iulc Irom MondJ* lo S«uri).iy b(i*«#n ID OO am «nil« 00 pm 


Watch out ! NIPS Resort Coming up ! 









Time table 

All arrival and departure times are for Calcutta 

Dn> or operation using ' MONDAY ' TUE SDAY ! WEDNESDAY 1 THURSDAY :• FRIDAY'f- SATURDAY ’ SUNDAY 

FUQtrrS DOMESTIC 

Departures Arrivals Departures Arrivals 

FHNo. rime Days FRNo Time Days Fit No Time Days Fit No Time Days 

« AGARTALA 



% 

a ahmedabad 
a aizawl 

a BAGOOGRA 

a BANGALORE 

a BHUBANESWAR 

1 ■ , 

a MUMBAI 


a hydefiabad 

a fMPHAL 

a jaifhjr 
a jorhat 
a ulabari 

a LUCKNOW 

a MADRAS 

1 ' ; 


a DELHI 


a NAGF>UR 
a PATNA 


a OIBRUGARH 


a POFTT BLAIR 
a F1ANCHI 
a SHILLC^G 
a silCHAR 


a DIMAPUR 

a GOA 
a QUWAHATI 


a TEZRJR 
a VARANASI 
a VISHAKHAPATNAM 



PUOHTS 


a AMMAN 

f I- . 


a AMSTERDAM 


a BANGKOK 


INTERNATIONAL 


a BUCHAREST 
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Days 


Airivals 

FNNo ThiB 


Days 


Dapartures 

FKNo. rhna Days 

m onmooNQ 

I, 'll.' 

i.'+ 11' 

• CI4AKA 

S> • 

rti.ji'jt :rf. 


Arrlvails 

FttNo. Tims 



fi-M 

tj 1 *. 


• DOHA 


• OUBAI 

I'll 111' I 


» KATHMANDU 

••1,; j I 


Departures 

FItNo. Tims Days 

• tONDON 
■ MOSCOW 
« PAF)0 

'it 

• SINGAPORE 

f I •» 1 

I ■ ‘tT ' 

« SOFIA 
m TOKYO 

: . I'.' 

• YANGON 


Al Ar India • BA British Airway • BG Elmwii Bangladpsh Airlines • Bl Roya' Brunei Ariines • D2 Skyl'ne NEPC • D5 NtPC Aflinen • 1C Indian Aniner • 
KB Druk-Aii • KLM Royal Dutch Aiilmes • v2 Qaiicin AiiIiiips • M9 Modiluft • PF Vayudoot • RA Royul Nopal Arlinr-s • RJ Royal Joidanian Artines • RO 
Taipm.Air Tiansport • S2 Saliara India Airline's • SQ Singapore Airlines • SU Aeroflot • 4S East West Airlines • TO Tnai Arrays iniPrnalKJiial • 9W Jet Arways 


*s 

Depsitum 
Up I line 


TRAINS 


EASTERN RAILWAY Atrlva! 

Howrah Tin* On 


OopaituiE SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY Arrival 

Up Time Howrah Tne Dn 


Deihl-Kslliii Mail 
Amritsar Mail 
Bombav Mail 

Poorva (New Uilhi) F>|eKsii 


Foaiw (Nwi' Mill' bpieiis 


KaWtim,' bpas;. 


ftaj((hii.n' tU'iBM 
Jodhilu- r>P's:s 

ShaWiili ;Pi)li»'c SitiAl Clly) rrp.esii 
Hlrngin yjam.ii' Taviil; fxppiss 
(iimvahati Fipie^^ 

Gofakhpicr Drprnss 
Piiitatifhal (Goiakln'ijii !4fess 
Dorn txpinss 

Udyan AWia lootai' tvcies' 

Ainrltsai Cupfis.-. 

Mtioadum Dipresr. 

MitNIa (R<iuui! Ixpiess 
'' Kaniup (Giiivahal') tgiress 

Rlvk niwtum'l Inimt 
Coallioiil t/pii:.' 

Aaansnl "Cipejss 
I’ Oaiup.' Fxprew. 

Jamalpui £>press 
SanDnIkfitan bxpists 
Chaintni (GwalKKl Foiniss 

Snipra im.'tore; Fjqvess 


Shakliinifli (Ohecanl bipres-i 
Chambal (Apia SarJ) Dtprnss 


Up Time 

Sealdah 

■.',1' ; -1 

leeda-Toru Expiess 

;> I ■ "i 

.! ■ 1 .1 

Darjeeling Mall 

Lai Quila Express L'.. . 

■H/'. i 

KarMbanjuniia (Lumding) Express 

■ I't ^ '■ ‘ 

V.,. .1 .\' 

Gout Emrass 

KaWtir Express 

n‘.i r 

Jammu-Tawl Express 

'M. . 

1 1.** t 

Mughal Sami Cxpniss . i . . 
Bbagiralhl (Umla) Express 

Gatge Sagar ^otekhput) Express 


Madias Mai 
Bontin Mall . 

Gltania' (Bombay) Eiqipiss 
StiaMidl (RmifkslaJ Dtpress 

■ . I, . j 1 • 1 ^ 

Ahmedabad Eiqiiass 
kijrte BqMBK ■ ’ I. ■ 
Ccmmndal (Madras) Express . 
Fulaliniana (Seumwabad) Fidiress 


Bangalore Fxpiess 


Tab Steel Express 
Ispat (Jtiarsuguda) Express 
Ttitagarti Ei(SirBS!i 
Ramhi HaDa Express 
Purl Eukvss 1 ' ' 

Jaoeniialli (Pml) Eiprsss 
Db^i (Bhuttaneamr) Fimiesr 
Fast Coast (HydenPad) Express 
Runiila Lxpissi 


Aaid Him (Piaioi vieokj; Express 

Bhubanaswai-Nw* Oelhi Rajdlianl Express 

New Dothl-Rhi'liaraswai Raidhanl Express 

Guwahatl hnvpah Tilnardium Central Express 

lil'rantlntm Cribai - Howrah - G'xmliati Express 

Cocbln Harbour Terminus GuwatiaU Weekly 
Express . . , 

O’lwaEaiti - '’orhln Hail)o>|i Tnmil'ius WeeWv 
Express 

CofWn Hanx}!!' Twintrat Expivs 


: 1 


■1 


Time Dn 

I, 

;i ji, . 1 ,; 

r 1 - ■ ’ 

. i. 




GuMuhdtf - BangatcKE City WwMy kxpr^ - ) 

' ■ .;*• *. I 

I '■ >' Bangaloie City Gijenhao Weakly ExpteS' 

V. .1 , 

ENQUIRIES' Far round Iho clock Intormalion o! Eastern Railway and 
South-Eastern Railway trains, ploasn dial 22t054S-54 for in-roming trains. 
2203535-44 for all other Infoimailun. For Irtttrrmatlon nboi/t rassrvatiorrs on 
Eastern Ftallway and South-Eastern Rallvmy trains, dial 220349B-3500 (tram 
8 am Id fl pm on weekdays and 6 am to 2 pm on Srimtays aod garni 
ted hollrlays] In addition, dial 1331 (tor lecordud Intormation on train 
njiMting). 131 (reoar ding train ouerailonsi anri 135 (negrvtllno mserva- 
tlmis) Train servine enquiry at Sealdah 3503535-37 





Sketches 

WAR GAMES 

A72(1 Ihc pC()f>h‘ nilo j>l(iv tilCfH 

This Week: Manisha Koirala Vs Manita Kulkarni 


T|ro»v il began; Niib 4 id\'IS 
too siiri' ManiUi's 
■ ■ supporters insist lli;it it 

B B wjs Mtinishri u ho started 
It all Ov'^Ctilling Kulkarni n 
vt-i-naeular' f>'pe (a snide referenee 
to the taet that Manila was from a 
lower middle-class background and 
sptike eery dodgy Fnglish) The 
Koirala camp, howevi-r, has a very 
different storv to tell According to 
this version, it was Mamta who 
began the war by making 
disp.iraging references ti* Manisha in 
lnfl•r^■levvs to various film 


magayines 

SOy what did Kulkarni say?: Well, 
the general thrust of her attack was 


Manisha Koirala 


on Manisha's dunking habits, and Iw 
that we diin'l mean that Ki’irala 
diank entirely toi> manv Ik-psis to 
beat the Uombav heal 11 Mamta was 
lo be beliewil, then M niisha's putty 
ta.,!.', and those nri;-.ightlv tvris 
around the mid-iifi owed mme to 
Bavaidi and coke than bin-ani and 
raita. 

Manisha's reaction; ‘splullenrig with 
indignation, Koii.ila retoited th.ii it 
was beneath liei dignity to respond 
to such attacks bv H-gr.ide .h ln>sses 
like kulkarni lint ivit betoie she hart 
fiointed out that Nfamta was hardh- 
tlu- one U) liilk about piitt\ l.ue*- and 
podgo arms, considering }iow nuuh 
vveignl she hail jiul on mih i liei 


Mamta Kulkarni 


saliid days (when she posed topless 
lor the cover of Stiihiu>l). 

VVas this just another storm in a C- 
cup?: Well, not entirely The two 
ai tresses stopped speaking lo each 
olhei -exiept through the columns 
of sund'-\- gossip mag:i/ines- - and 
the vibes tielween them wi>re ice 
cold if lhe\' i'\ei i m inti> each other 
rheir tni'iids look np v'lidgels on 
tln'ir bi‘hajl, .iial tin- mnuii s.kirmisli 
hail siHin become Inll-si.ile omi 
B ut was there any truth lo the 
allegations?: II vou'ie talking about 
Koiiala s ilnnkin>', habits then alas 
w'e havi- t(< repl\ in lh«‘ .iftirin ito'i' 

I ler pu’lereni e loi ili oltol is t^io 
wi’ll-ilociimeiiled to be is-wlieil .n\av 





Ka)ol 



Kansma Kapoor 


Shi' hjs dticii n-piTti'd iin thi- sols 
with >1 injssivi h.inj^Dvoi, and on one ^ 
ivlohialod iH'iasioM Mahosh Bh.itt 
oven oaiioil |7,i».k.-u[’ onoo lio'il 
iho ini'jsiiit' i)i iVIaiiishii s piilly 
t'hoi'hs and hlviod slu'l oyos. Wli.il''. ■ 
nioro. Koir.ila has ovon suln'icd tJio 
innrtihi'ation iit Itippinj; and J'niling 
di*\i'n nn stagi, wlii’r poilimning in 
a star nito ahriiad i 

And whal about Mainta?: Woll, it's | 
oortainly tnu’ lli.it iho Kiilkarnis are I 
miv M.iliaiashlrian ivpi's, as tar 
ronunod trom Malabar Hill and 
IVddoi Kiiad as vi'u I'luild possibly 
imagino .'\iul it is also cora'i t that 
Vlanila liasn't had tho bcnofit ol a 
ronvonl s. hool odiioation liko soino 
olhors in lilml.ind, hon>'o iho 
tK'conlod and loss than grainniatical 
Knglisli. Hill It would bo hard lo 
luslify v'cilliiig hoi . vorn' Aftot all, 
she Is dressed in Iho latest dosignei 
gannents -evi'ii it shc> does end up 
looking liki- a fashion victim at times 
—and bi' luw oven knows who 
Gianni V'oi.saio is 

As for tho puppy fal issue, well, 
just have a look at her roccnl 
pictures and judge tor yourself. 

VVhy are these two at loggerheads?; 
Logically speaking, it makes little 
sense. Mamta is not really in 
Manishd's league, whatever .shi' may 
say to the contrary' Koirala has had 
such major hits as Bombay, and is 
accounted a vei'y fine actress. 

Mamta, on the irther hand, is still 
belter known for the poses she 
strikes on maga/.ine covers. 



Raveena Tandon 

So, why docs Manisha bother to 
respond to Mamta's bitchy 
remarks?: By now, Kiniala probahly 
re.ilises ih.it she mad*' u misi.iki I’l 
lolling it lip But now it's ton l.ili to 
remeily matters She's alroadv 
granted Manila some measure ol 
legitimacy' by retorting in kind; and 
indicated —it only bv 
implication—lh.it Mnmta i.sn't too 
low down on the stardom sc.ilo alter 
all 

So, the honours go to Mamta, after 
all. Do all actresses have these kind 
of cat fights?: Yes and no Tliere arc 
some like Karlsma w-ho .seem lo 
attract enmity ev'en wilhuu* trying. 


' bust, the Kapoor daughter got 
; involved in an unseernlv b.ittle w'llh 
' Raveen.i Tandon, w'ho had oiue been 
j dose to A|a\ Hevgan, then K.irisnia's 
' boy'fiiend The Iwi'giiIs attacked 

■ each other in print, and oven 

' Karisma'.s nn 7 lher, Uabita. got 
I involved in the fi.icas But oiue the 
i rV’vgan-Kapooi ronianoe came lo an 
1 end, Kansma .ind Kaveena madi' up, 
i .and now will even be starring in a 
' moi'ie together 

j But, tnen, Kajol took otl Irom 
I wheie K.iveen.i lett off; and not 
I without good reason She had 
st.irled dating Aiay Devgan t.uid the 
: l.itest gossip is that thev may woll 
; gel inairied), and rather 
! underst.ind.iblv, didn't liki' Kansma 
i too much So, when the two luTomes 
, came f.io" to face at .some sindiii or 
1 the othei, K.ifol looked through 
i K.irisina 

I The K.ipoor daughter w as not one to 
givt up witiu'ul a light So, she 
, called up Ajiiv and complained lh.it 

■ lies giriliiend w.is being rude to him. 

■ Kill K.moI had her delencv n-adv .she 

I h.idn'l had her lont.u't lonse.s on. and 
' sc had failed to see Karism.i. 

1 But what's the latest on the Mamta- 
! Manisha front?: Thankfully, things 
! halt; auitened down ev'cr .since 
' Klanisna strirted going aroimd with 
' N.ina Patekar, wlio, .ipparenth, h.id 
! a very .sobering influrnci* on her But 

■ now th.it Koirala and Pfilek.ii h.ive 
I split up- - so M.inislu informed the 
, press last month— hi'eworks may 

; well resume.® 


IP 




Innereye 


BEJAN DARIJWALL 


Aries 

Mcii',!; A) 




I -,.i\ • 

I MU • 'li; Jll'■!! ill n\ 
'Ml ihi 

jmc >11 till 

ii! ••• I'lii t j'i\ \?ti' ih«ii. 

;n.. r* . u I I »U . ,«■! s Uut 

!u>ui ill*' I • ' 

IitiVI- ti• (» Mu’ 

iVV-Mr'i 

f'uTi • • no vMU’ pir-vli \ oil 

> h.ini ii’ \l.ii-i, OIK '\\ il! 
r‘»lt<vv% iiuHU’ht 

Taurus 

April Mriy 20 

III', in < . 1(11 

'l;.'!! .UviMlini^ li. 

n .I'.ti'iiK'i'X 
' till li‘ i.ilti Mu- 
i'll III M.ni niiui'h .iiiit mil l.i-'l 

11'I !u'i'I'-. Iiii.'iii'v ili.i'ii.’f 
tiii I'' 111 ' i.nw 

A) 1 , 1 , I", J'l M,,l», \\ ill sk \ f I't kl't 
I'll it’lrni'- 1,11' I'f 11 .’ni-l out 
,;i\ I'l. jii-i-.i'.li'iii (I ,\nj 
til \U.lit 'lull \S ill ll.lVl t'l Itlf 
m '-pi'n'-il'ilitii" 

Gemini 

fw'.lV 21 ■ .June .'(i 

-liic. I lliit)ii|.',li 
iliiM'ii. I.'. 111(1 \ Iiin 
■RAflE )iti!'iiin ;4 l'.'!i.i\ iiiii:' 

I'li’rti'l.l loiii 
illiliitlt'-t.'i. mill i'l '.I ill ('till U'l It 
.iiul inii. I'lMOil li'1 .illii-r^ '! 
lll.l’li'V I . 111!' .".Ill' il ■.i'.ii.ili.l I’l- 
'Villi\'ii! ■,li'ini\ i iii'iiil-.liij". 

>\ ill I'llissnin Mulii.ilK 
I'l-ili'lii i.il sitij.lllnli'. n rl !i. '•1 

S' I’l '111 tippnililiillu^ •<« 

'll.ll'-V pi'iipK' 


Cancer 

t kino 21 - July 20 

Ii'M-.ihiI I'li.irl. nitw 
. re.illv I lime li)(;ethei 
jjjT ■ iT I I'l-'li liependiii” 

. nil VnUl tlllllllili' 

Hui Mill li.ii’e In i.iK i.ilise. 
wnik litii'ii, iv.uU' llli>)Ui;li .1 
lillle I'l'l'i'sltien iii nidei in 
lie! wlitil \i'ii IV.'ll! Aon ivill 
ii.iVi' II' 'di.iie llie Like |Uht In 
..lli-.U D'le 'ind .ill ‘\piil I'l, 

|i', ik v ill lie iinpoil.inl I'll 
till' I'evv. Vi'U d" leie't( 

Leo 

.July 21 - Aligns! 21 

1 ^ ' ilie Iti'ti iiitiliiir iiiivl 

vv.irk pii't-.ihililii"- 111 
ilist.iiii pi.ii'i" will 
jSslB ‘ iinpii'i'.'.i iipiinvi'ii 
I liiwe III iiiiiii nitilitin I V 
r.ie'ln lii .w ' iiulii'.liv .iii.l 
i lieniii til. ii-ipi'i I, evpeti, 
liin'i'.pi tiiltili't le.iiliTsliip .mil 
Iil.ill.iueiiieiil ti .iiiiini; il'I vvnll 
di'itiill'. I' I't. eii.jin lli.il Vnii 
v' il! wi'iK vi'iii'-eil In thi' lii'iie 
I I .1111 t.i I el'll 

Vir^o 

Augusi JJ Suplcmbei 2? 

i lie In. k 1)1 ihe ili.uv 
'.V ill l<e w ill'i \'.Ill Ii 

. .1 vli.lllelieiil^ 

'leevl li'ii niii-.l l)e 
lipl'e.ll illltl put 111 tl llil I'l 
n.i'.tlvviiik I Ditimjlelv. V’liiii 
iie.llivilv will I'e supei'L' 

I (i.ms .iiid luiiit.'. I’liv my. .imlI 
'.eliiiii, will i.iki viiiir hnie .md 
l.ile'i! Ue.illi* '.jloyii.irilt 
tnw.irii'- tile week's ili".i' .in 
I'v.i'iUi.ii 


Libra 

Septembei 23 - - October 22 
I do yi'l I'liughi 

i AYa! niidslietiiii I'l'tween 
tijditiiin iiiid 
.Jkf inovleriiiti 
Ri.'lciliiiiisliips iiiuld yo tiski'w 
t'.iusiny pain tiiid disruption 
lime It) I'hiinye Irjiks 
eompleU'lv is llu loud and 
ile.il iiiessjye 1)1 lupiler- 
Sitiini 1 li.it vliiiie, VDU 
should he on the hiyli ro.ul to 
sun ess He til 111 ol purpose 


Scorpio 


October 23 — Novomber 22 

r I ..inesh.i s.ivs .1 tup 

; aSK ; vvimkl He tied in u ilh 
\ vvt)i k. studviiiy .ind 

I , love 1(111 ttiii and 

W(|| liiWe tf t.ike up ludyeis foi 
iii|uslite .liiil duty pollin'' 
li'l'w isi' thi'i'e ii'iilJ In .1 lew 
elitliiyes \ little eMr.i niie id 
\ .nir lie.iltH IS .idl i'.til)li S't let 
VI 1)1 k v) ill ti.we to N d. Mil • >vS 
Ih.it iu’MIum 1 hit s not 
inliu 'njliiM' Is k^vi'M (lilt 

Sagittarius 

Nowmber 2?. — OecemiK'i 20 

A iisk iiikiiie wi'. k 
. JuH .mil he liimi 
.MirWj tiiiiniioii sel'll lull ■ 
UMijI |l|sl till nut tlpplv 
I hildit'i' yiaiult liilLiieii, 
i 'III. .'Ill'll new enti i pi ise 
tle\‘ lopiiiy .' liol'Ht iDiild 
I'M lie sou lliellnw will.'Mill 
tiiiiii tlii'sl'.eei spunttini'.iu-. 

|o\ til tliimy I III'IS till liiiii 
li'l von t'l take limy liij". In . 
tind i .vnti Jl I', .lie IWelt.lil 


BIRTHDAYS 


Capricorn 

Decpmbor 21 - • January 19 

■'''Henliofi to iletaiN, 
^ ,1 sens*’ III pertection, 

.iyrovMiiy 

r^Mlti annoi anee with 
thinys ,is the)' are will ynp 
vou You will have to move 
v|iii(klv and I'ltiviently without 
rtillliny loo itianv ie.ilhers and 
that lonlii Hediliiiull -sparks 
.lie I',limy to llv Home 
t.oiiditions m.iv not lie .ill that 
vou tisk ti>r 

Aquarius 

January 20 — February 18 

t 'l'iii will have to 
voinniuiiietile 'eal 
1 1.1st tinil with wrep- 
liori.il 1 Itii il\ to yet 
voiit liii’ssaye t'vii'ss .iiisl you 
w iil it' I it Vi'hiiv vou w ill yet 
.1. .isltim e Irom others .itleasl 
.1 lilt |e vuu VmII h.W I' to di. 

|i'How ups I here IS plenlv id 
nil. I l■m‘■nl tliw week, ii.ii iii 
mv le tl ."ins of inuinei Hut 
.i!' <' '111 li.il '.limiit.i'iDn 

Pisces 

f-obruary 19 - M.>ii;n 20 

li.oii wilii I l.i'nted 
■aSk "! tli'i.ipi'-il p.i'.i, ( 

^ 5.7 i)''p. ' I'UIld 

A l•Illl;■,l' lol till Illlil"' 
1 Ills IS .1 liii.e 111 'll iliiiy hut It 
V il! l.ike tiriie I Jii II.!' I . tHii 

I V 1 SI I .)[. the yi'ti! Monel 
n.uis.ji tions I tin He ni.'tli mine 
sinipli mil I ri'.ilive l.ioui' 
elltiils . 11 ,tl tsi. klips it ill III 
nee.le'l llu I'ii k is li i ■ i m it.ii I 

tiliisi W 1 1" I . Mi'll 


April 1^: Moon wKtilc lupilotsMenury stands For money. 

Men iiry tor skills and l.ecau.se bolFi aie m yood planny with 

the mt')on, this lould He o veat tor litilillmenl 

ApHt 15: Mill's M|iiare lupiler nie.ms vou would hav e tu yo 

slow anti keep your wits about you. h you au* jn.it m nn 

awkward stluattun, you '-viH yet out ot it 

April 16: Moivn se\1ile.s Venus-1,.ranus mihc.itt'.s on 

unusually povveihil birth year bi*iau-«‘ both money and 

luipp/iu-ss will I'le 'yiven tvi viwi. 

April 17: I'-Jipse of tlie sun onild livid U) a sliyhtlv toiivdi 
■yeoi jn th)' sen.se th il i st-a ivork aiul i oni enir.iiion will He 


; nei'ded to yet lhinp,.s done He hr ive. ,t» i riyhilv aiivl thus He 
I stitislied. 

' April m Mereun. trim Jupiter iikmiis tluwe who .in' vvnleis, 
' tearlu'rs, lilui.sl.irs, ti'j'.'i'l ayonts, asiii>]oyi;i', will yet tile mo.st 
tiut ot It. 

April VJ: Moon tune lupitiM leails to a yood conseienee and 
j I lear nimd all o( whivJi will work w'oniU'rs At work and plav’, 
Vour link will hold 

I /Ijprrf offt-Mooii-hatuni M'xtile shews ri'sults and 
. resj onsiHihties will rn.iterioliM. by August and lYceeinbi-'i. H 
I you it. I unn part .irut ,i little muie \viu will win tFie yamv. 



Exquisite craftsmanship in International Standard 22/22 karat gold and 
' diamond jewellery. Dealer in precious and astrological stones. 





JUNIOR WHIRL 



ZANY POEM! lii h.ill .1 dn/. ii, .idd luilf .1 
sci»rt.-, tind you will pl.jinlv soo. lu-^l twoiily. 
noither less jun nion*--- do lell, how i\)n dir. 
he? See if you e.ui pii//le it out 


HURRY CALL! Hutry. our elephant-rider friends 
are in need of a ladder Which path from top loft 
leads to the scone'? 


SUM LHNC.THS! 
I’lcice sevi'i.il coins 
upon the l.ibli’ .ind 
.isk sonifoni" to point 
to .1 roin C all h.iik 
yoio frieiKl. iirovuli' 
a iH’tml anu piipcr 
anil tisk him oi Iut to 
|ot il(mn till- idiMititv 
of t!u‘ s«'U'itr<l ('oin 
Alcik.iz.im, the 


Si-iu-t. Aiiswi';- IS kcyi'it to U-nc,tli o( tin- pi nul 
I K'-iii to corns IS di \’iscd ,iiul nuiiK n iscd prioi ni 
pcrfonnaiueol tin truk ('.n c'• a tr\' 





PICK A PAKIN'IIK BOXINC; 
MAicn 

nil Ivk'S a l>o\ loi thi-, and a 
ho' K'! t!i,‘.t listc..! "H low -Xiid lln- 

IK' '' .1 v(>! 1 ip.<ilh >11 llsl ol hliv 

u-l.iu-il 'isnlni'is ■ 1 loiv v,jni( kh 
can V v'u I’lali h lots' 

l.Sandhm panclisl 


2. Mailbox 
Soapbox 
4. jury box 
Shbi* box 
h. Prt’ss box 

7. 1 Fatbox 


bandif 

aiip,ler 

vnli'r 

^aidxmcr 

rcnllor 


8. 1 ackle box toddler 

9, Flowci box postman 
to. Saitbox oratoi 

11. Stronj«bo\ ctibbler 

12. Ballot box milliner 

Nloti I .nil box is )o h.ix (.■ I'ist on>’ 
pa'^tnoi 

f ime linnl ? nuns 











































THE LOCKHORNS 



"YOO CAN COUNT LE«OY'6 FfrIENDG 
ON ONE FlNGEf? " 



'WMAT A DAY! i7 REAULY WAS A JUNGLE OUT TMERE'” 




GARFIELD ■ 






THE ADVENTURES OF LEGIONNAIRE BEAUPEEP 
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S1AN-X3«M^S 


I'M MAi/1146 TAOJBL6 J 
CHCXJStNS k COLOR ^ 



-..„ .'I'-’-VO.-> 


u 


TMIS IS Twe Sk\P^ I ms TMIMKIN6 1!^ 
MOUT RMNTlKiS MV SHpP.SUT I'M 



■ I 


LET ME HAVE 
THAT AND I'LL 
SO WHIP UP 
A PEW OTHER 
COLORSAMP 
SO YOU CAN 
HAVE A 
CHOICE ) 




OH, THAT WOULD 8E J 
—^iWONOeUFUL 












I- tiL> 'r 

















r< 


I WONDER WHATS 
KEEP1N5 Vfi^'HOCO 
, ^ SO LONS ? ^ 



THERE'THAT ONE) GULP. I ONLY HOPE I 
. lON YOUR CAN REMEMBER HOW I 

iiKNee.' MADE rr 

PERFECT/ 
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Advertising 

GENDER BENDER 


Women are the current sex symhohi of adi^ertising, selling anything from soap 
to aftcrshaw, hut men have yet to get a look in, saysManisha Guiati 


T |hc saying, of course, goes: the 
to a man's heart is 
«uough his stomach. But .step 
into the world of advertising, 
and you're left m no doubt that the 
magic pathway lies a little lower 
And that it is this road that most 
adverti.sers are inclined to use when 
It comes to selling their products. 

Oh yes, sex sells! And what's 
more its sells anything from l.i*t' 
Cooper shoes for men ("6'i pr-r cent 
ot Italian girls want you to slip into 
thrmi"), Tcter Pan bras {"What I like 
best about Peter Pan is how 
comfortable it makes my husband 
leel") to Brahmi Amla hair oil ("My 
heart fills with passion when I think 
of my dark and silky possession," 
.says model Mamta Kulkarni) 

tX course, in Indian advertising 
when you talk of sex you are really 
talking about the woman as sex 
symbol And she appc‘ars in every 
ad, whether it is to s"ll glasses, 
mixer/grinders or even the 
motorcycle: which few women 
would ever dn;am of nding. 


I Nonetheless, you have the example 
of the Yamaha ad, when.* a 
glamorous, sexy babe is hoisted on 
to a bike to appeal to such hunks as 
would want to buy one. Explains ex 
adman-tumed-editor at Television 
Eighteen, Rohil Vaid, "While most 
men desiie a hard muscle-toned 
body for them.selves, they don't want 
to go to bed with one Advertisers 
ca.sn in on this and u.sc the woman 
m advertising men's product as a 
way to lun* the unsuspecting and 
willing male" 

Swati Bhattacharya, creative 
w*hi/ at I Iindustan Thompson 
Assoaate.s, has a different take on 
the issue She says, "When the 
apjieal ot the traditional copy and 
visual look began to pale in the mid- 
K()s, people began to icwik to the US 
tor inspiration Unfortunately, this 
came in the form of nudity." 

But in India, at least, this nudity 
or semi-nudity, if you want to split. 
urn, hairs —is restricted to women 
alone. So, you can have a mini dress- 
clad Ragesdiwari nibble on Perk 




chocolat(‘s, or a bikini-cIad model 
I sell l.iiil, but you'll never sec Arjun 
I Kampal in shorts selling l.imca, or 
j Coke. And even when Milind Soman 
! stripped down altogether to sell Tuff 
shoes, it was in the company of his 
fiancee, Madhu Saprt*. 

But the use of women as si'x 
symbols is not |ust ri'stricted to the 
field of modelling alone. Take the* 
case of the automobile exhibition 
that was held n'cently in Delhi's 
Pragati Maidan. Walking thnnigh 
the various stalls, one often heard 
murmurs of, "Ych model athcht hat." 

Quite understandable, you 
would think Only these people 
weren't referring to the cars on 
display. They were, in fact, 
commenting on the long-haired, 
short-skirted beauties who had been 
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emptuyed by the of);anis«rs to take 
visitors on guided tours, and extoll 
die various virtues of the cars on 
display. 

But how often have you seen 
bare-bodied men in boxer shorts 
escorting visitors around an 
exhibition of household appliances? 
Never ever, we're quite sure. 

When it comes to the 
preptmderance of naked female 
Dociies in advertisements, though, 
who do we blame? Is it the fault of 
the advertising agency, which takes 


use of women in this way is usually 
the client's idea. 

So, if you want to sell beer, you 
show a luscious, perfectly lipsticked 
mouth closing on the can; very 
suggestive, and oh! so effective. If 
you want to sell a man shoes, show 
the woman of his dreams slipping 
into them; and ten to one, he'll pick 
up the pair. 

All of which makes one wonder: 
arc women the superior sex because 
they have the power to sell; or are 
they the inferior sex because they are 



the safe way out, and relics on that 
tried-and-tested formula: sex sells? 

Or IS it the client who insists that sex 
form a major part of the campaign? 

Says N^akul Wahi, brand manager 
at Ni*stle for Maggi Sauces, "The 
client IS only interested in showing 
his product How it is done is not his 
pniblem. It is the advertising agency 
that always comes up with a woman 
because of a lack of more creative 
ideas " Agrees Swati Bhattacharya of 
HTA, "It's the easiest thing to fire the 
gun from someone el.se's .shoulder." 

Maneesha dwtu-s, creative 
consultant at O&M, Hong Kong, 
disagrees. She says about the 
Charagh Din advertisement for 
men's .shirts, "The semi-clad woman 
is possibly there to detract from the 
shirt's flaws But 1 would say that the 


usc*d as products themselves? 

But what about women 
themselves? Aren't they supposed to 
have fantasies too? And cant 
advertisers appeal to them by 
making these come true? 

In India? You've got to be 
kidding. The conventional wisdom is 
that the Indian woman is not 
attracted by sexy images in ads And 
that she would probably be put off 
by a product that sold itself on the 
basis of a bare male torso So, such 
ads —rare enough in themselves — 
are gean.‘d more towards 
homo.S(‘xual men than heterosexual 
women 

But as far as women are 
concerned; well, anything goes. Says 
Pradipto Nandi, who imiki's 
advertising film.s, 'There is a 



difference between justice and nght 
Sexist ads work so they are right But 
they are blast'd, so they are unjust 
Would I do them? At the risk of 
sounding filmi, yes, if the product 
demanded it" 

i Some advertisements can, 

I however, get downright obscene. 

The Pnya ancma hall m Delhi, for 
instance, advertises lor its in-housc 
magazine, Inlrn’al, with this 
advertisc'ment Sharan Slone 
j Spread(s) at IriWnm/. Now available 
; at Priya " And some jseople like Raji 
I Madan, an architect, even buy this 
I .stuff. Madan says in his defence, "1 
love Sharan Stone And if .she's 
asking I'm giving " 

PiKija Malik of IITA, Bcimbay, 
thought that, for a change, she 
would give the women of this 
country what they wanted But 
getting an cvenly-tannt'd. well- 
toned, muLscular hunk in swimming 
trunks to model her aoatitr 
beiewelkd costumes wasn't easy, ir. 
taci, nobody was evi'n willing to 
consider (he concept Instead, they 
wanted a well-endowed brunette 
who was w'illing to reve.il all for the 
camera. 

Bi'cause in the end. the customei 
IS always right And if product.-, 
continue to sell- and sell well--on 
the strength of a woman's planes 
and curves, why would anyone 
want to tinker with a suicesslul 
formula? 

So, what are we compiaimiig 
about, anvwav? The ineijualilv of the 
si'xes^ Or w'hy women are.««' much 
more succ«.'.sslul than men, .-.pi'cially 
will'll it conies to selling anything 
fri'm c.indy to crystal ■ 
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AFTER THE GRAMMY 


Life goes on for Vishwa Mohan Bhatt; he's composing tunes, collaborating 
with foreign artistes and watching Hindi movies, reports Dipti Dave 



T hese days his favourite 

heroine is Kajol. "She's such a 
natural," he gushes about die 
Dilwaie heroine. Earlier, 

”■ hovYcver, he used to swear by the 
charms of Madhun Dixit, and before 
her, that of Sridevi. But during the 
conversation he interrupts to give 
)uhi Chawla her due as well. "She is 
very beautiful," ho says. 

He took 15 days to watch the 
Bollywood blockbuster, Hum Avke 
Haiti Kiiutt..! and saw the Shah Rukh 
Khan starrer Darr in installments— 
once until the interval, and then after 

It. 

The late Madan Mohan and R.D. 
Burman were hi.s favourite 
composers, and the song thai 
appeaLs to him most these days is 
Kahua hi kya, the hitnumber Irom 
Mani Rainani s Bombay. 

He's our Grammy man. But for 
the soft-spoken Vishwa Mohan 
Bhatt, this sobriquet us only 
incidental. "1 just got lucky," he says 
diplomatically aliout the award he 
received. But he's now ready for 
another Grammy, this time in 1998, 
and has teamed up with the same 
company. Water Lily Acuu.stics, to 
rcaiid a CD titled Silk, Jade and the 
Begging Btrud, for the world music 
categoiy to be released in May. 

His face, flushed with the 
excitement of a satisfied 
performance at the Vijayotsava 
festival amidst the ruins of (he 
Vijayanagar empire at Hampi 
n>cently, Bhatt willingly talks about 
his music and himself. Fur him, 
"unfortunately," populanty came 
when he, along with Ry Cooder, won 
the aiveted Grammy award in the 
world music category for their 
album, A Meeting by the Ritter in 
1994. 

Cashing in on the boom in fusion 
music, Bhatt has ventured into the 
territory where most exponents of 
Hindustani classical fear to tread. He 
recently performed a duet in 
Bangalore with ?ie Bing Chen, a 
Chirvese folk violin (caDcni an erhu) 
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site his aversion to duets, he 
says, "It was a unique experience to 
coordinate with a foreim instrument 
like the erhu and I would want to do 
similar shows in the future." 

Bhatt is a visiting professor in 16 
US universities whidi has probably 
helped by way of incieasea 
interaction with Western musicians. 
He recently recorded two albums 
with country musidans, Dabro 
(guitar playerX Jerry Douglas and 
Bela Flack, in a Los Angeles drurch 
at midnight. "It was bliss," he 
reminiscences. "There we were in 
the silence of the night tiding to 
make music in a church,'^ he recalls 
adding that the natural echo 
enhanced the quality of their work. 

"Pla 5 ring music"^since his early 
teens, the low-profile, 44-year-old 
Bhatt is the creator of Mohan Vecna, 
rechristened from the Hawaiian 
guitar in 1970. Though the 
instrument looks like the Western 
guitar it makes the assimilated 
.sounds of sitar, sarod and vecna and 
has 14 extra strings with its ability to 
generate the voc<u style (gyaki ang) 
and to incorporate the tantrakan ang, 
which is its greatest advantage over 
the sitar and sarod. 

A foremost disciple of Pandit 
Ravi Shankar, Bhatt, however, did 
not let his guru down. His is no 
"hippie" music. "If my instrument is 
capable of playing that kind of music 
(Hindustani classical) then it should 


Kajol 




A R. Rahman 


be acceptable, and it was," claims 
Bhatt, replying to the early criticism 
his instrument generated. 

Thanks to the Grammy, more and 
more young people are crowding his 
concerts. In tnis MTV era, Bhatt 
hopes to maintain a balance between 
classical music—^which he feels is 
not for entertainment alone —and 
popular music. "Music today has 
come to mean both sound and sight 
The visual factor has completely 
taken over. An album's popularity 
has more to do with the sleek video 
than the music," he says, but adds 
quickly, "We won the Grammy in the 

Juhi Chawla 



world music category where a video 
is not mandatory.^ 

Bhatt, for all his loyalties to the 
classical, is, however, not averse to 
composing "good" scores for films. 
He was mcnitly approached by 
Mani Ratnam to work with A.K. 
Rahman "I may consider this offer 
because 1 think Rehman is the best 
we have, while Mani Ratnam 
understands music," says Bhatt, who 
has reservations about Boilywoi'd 
producers "Tliey often intmere 
with the composing so I have to bt* 
careful." 

He has even composed mu.sic tor 
the telesenal, Ceet Gmindam, and 
music for relaxation tor Music Today. 
In another album by Mmic Today, 
Meghadutam, to be released shortly, 
singers Kavita fCrishnamurty and A. 
Hariharan have sung to his tunes. 

Originally, a Telangi brahmin 
from Andhra Pradesh now settled in 
Jaipur, the music gene binds the 
Bhatts more than anything. Bhatt is 
now learning vixzal music fnim his 
80-year-old mother. Hi.s elder. 
broUier, 9iashi Mohan, is among the 
first three disciples of Pandit Rari 
Shankar and his sister, Man)u, also 
plays the sitar. Saleel, 24, his eldest 
son, plays the Mohan Veena and 
Sourav, 21, is learning the tabla and 
IS interest^ in composing as well 
As for wiffc Padma, "idle t^es good 
care of us," he says, smilmg 

What docs do when he's not 
composing music? "Mostly 
travelling for my concerts and, well, 
watching the lovely ladies on tlie 
silver screen," lau(^ Bhatt And 
who knows, he may soon be scoring 
songs that they will lip-sync on 
camera, in their most totchmg 
manner. ■ 
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SKITShes 

DYE-INGTOBEYOUNG 

All those who stayed black and beautiful 


I ndira Gandhi; Yes, 
v*^, we know that she 
nad one 

strategically-placed 
lock of hair which was pure 
white, mslood out from her 
high patncfan forehead, 
ai^ was a god-send to 
cartoonists, who need one 
particular feature to make a 
ptutrait come alive. 

But if you're thinking 
that that bit of white meant 
that Indira Gandhi had let 
nature take its course, well 
then, think again. From the 
hme that the late Mrs 
Gandhi stepped into her 



R.K. C^awan j 



forties, she had her hair 
dyed. And performing the 
honours was none other 
than that high priestess of 
herbal beauty care, 
Shahnaz Mussain. 

But Indira reahsed that a 
full head of black hair 
would look unnatural on 
.'.omebody her age, so she 
would ask Shahnaz to tuck 
a way one lock before 
beginning work That way, 
she had a suggestion of 
white in her hair, and could 
easily claim that .she wasn't 
one for denying age its due 
R.K. Dhawan: Talk about 
being more loyal than the 
Qut*n! Indira Gandhi's 
trusted aide wasn't going 
to be left behind in tne 


dye-ing stakes. Only he 
wasn't as canny as his 
mLstn'^s, and ended up 
with a head boasting of the 
most unnatural shade of 
black; hence all those digs 
about Mrs G's 
raven-haired tartotum 
Chandra Shekhar His hair 
became something of a 
national issue when a 
video nevwimagazme 
reporter asked rum why he 
didn't bother to comb it. 

But even before that 
Shekhar had had to face 
many awkward moments 
in press conferences, when 
reporters wanted to know 
why his beard was white 
whra the hair on his head 
was jet black. 


Stumped for an answer, 
the former Prime Minister 
of India took refuge in 
anger. "Aap ko km problem 
hai kya he a.skcd the 
reporter, voice .shaking 
with rage. Needless to add, 
the hack backed oft 
Snbramanian Swamy: 
Those who have known 
Swamy through the years 
are well aware that his hair 
has been — gently, but 
surely—turning grey all 
the while. And Swamy 
seemed to be quite at ease 
with this ageing prtKess as 
well, wearing his salt and 
pepper strands with pride. 

No longer. These days, 
Swamy's nair has been 
tniraculouUy transformed 


into a shade fit to rival 
Dhawan's raven locks. But 
such is the strength of 
Subramanian's personality 
that nobody dares to ask 
him embarra.ssing 
questions, of the und that 
poor Chand ra Shekhar had 
to field. 

Vyjanthunala Balk The 

artres.s-tumed-politician 
has cropped her hair short, 
but it is still as dark as ever 
But then, nobod)' should be 
too surprLsed by that. After 
all, she is from the world of 
show business, where 
illusion is all and realitv 



Rajesh Khanna 


only a minor nuisance 
Rajesh Khanna: He is the 
best examply of how not to 
age. Not only has uur Kaka 
gone fat and jowly, he has 
also lost an enormous 
amount of hair. Of course, 
what he has left is dyed to 
within an inch of its life. 

But for the 

ex-Phenomenon of Hindi 
cinema this is not enough. 
His keen attention to detail 
entails that he also paint his 
scalp a matching shade of 
blacx so that it doesn't 
shine through his sparse 
hair. Some, of course, insist 
that this is but a foul 
rumour. But nobody's 
willing to go near enough 
to find out. ■ 
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In Karnataka 
the 

entrepreneurs 
can now dance 
their way to 
profits 



If you have a loiinsm- releatcd project in rnind. 
fill in and mail Itic coupon to ■ 


Directin'. 

Department <if fourisni 

CJovcrnment of Karnataka 
f Floor, 'F‘ Block, Cauvety Bhavan, 
K G Road, Bangalore 560 009. 
Tel. 2215489 Fax 080 2272403 


Karnataka tourism 
Invites investors 

Tlie tourism industry in Karnataka is poised ior a big future. Di awing 
18 million visitors annually and with a turnovci of Rs. 1.200 crore, Ifu; 
state boasts ol a wide variety of tounst attractions covering hisloru, 
architecture, art and culture wild life sancliiaries, beache.s and 
metropolitan centres. All laid out in 1,91.791 .squaie kilumelies ol 
Nature’s choicest land 

lacentives and Concessiom for the Tourism 
Industry in the State 

The Karnataka Government has a package ol incentives and 
concessions lor lire ttxjnsm industry 

• Investment subsidy • Exemption from sales tax. luxury tax. 
stamp duty & concession in registration charges • Power taiifl relaxed 

• Waiver of Ice for converting agricultural land into commerc.i 2 d larrd 

• Special concession lor various categones • Incentives tor utilising 
non-conventional energy sources and also for a large tounsm industiy 



Singl<‘ Window,’ Agency 

The OeiJartment ol lourism has setup a Single Window Agency to 
ck.*ar the projects speedily It 

• considers the api)liratifni.s of entrepreneuTs and the locations ol 
tiw piojec.t • linalises the extent ol land /building required lor the 
project and enaliles the acquisition and sanction ol same ihroiign the 
ajipropnate (jovcninienl Agencies • considers means o! finaricing 
the ptoiect by way ol subsidy, equity, loanr. thniugh the Government 
agencies like? KSf-'C, KSIIDC • sanctions mlraslnjclure! lacilitv i>y 
way of powei and watei 

A ^e^x possibihlitis 

• nevcloping Hotels, Beach resorts, Kco resorts ,ind 
Convention centres • Pri'inoting Wat^’r sports aiid dewloping '’"•■-jlt 
couTST’s • Bangalore having International Standard Airport tluue 
IS sci>!X’ to develop airports 'o Has.sari. Hubli and My-sore 

Profit trom leisure 


I an> inteii'.iled Send rue inoie detaik 

I N.inir* _ . . , _ . 

Desiqnalitin 
' A<klrc.ss _ 

I Tel _ tax 

I ■’^ijiersciibe the envelope "Single Windcx^’ Ageiicv" 








In Karnataka 

the 

entrepreneurs 
can now dance 
their way to 
^ profits 



I( you have a tourisni- releated prolect ]n mind, 
fill in and mail the coupon to 


Karnataka tourisni 
invites investors 

The lounsm industry in Karnataka is proised for a big future. Drawing 
18 million visitors annually and with a turnover of Rs. 1,200 crore, the 
state boasts of a wide variety of tourist attractions covering history, 
architecture, art and culture, wild life sanctuaries, beaches and 
metropolitan centres All laid out in 1,91,791 square kilometres of 
Nature’s choicest land. 

Incentives and Concessions for the Tourism 
Industry in the State 

The Karnataka Government has a package of incentives and 
concession.<i for the tourism industry. 

• Investmeni subsidy • Exemption from sales tax, luxury tax, 
stamp duty & concession in registration charges • Power tariff relaxed 

• Waiver of fee for converting agricultural land into commercial land 

• Special concession for various categones • Incentives for utilising 
non conventional energy .sources and also for a large tourism industry. 



Single Window Agency 

The Department of Tourism ha.s setup a Single Window Agency to 
clear the projects spieedily. It 

• considers tire applications of entrepreneurs and the locations of 
the project • finalises the extent of land /building requited lor the 
project and enables the acquisition and sanction of same througn the 
appropriate Government Agencies • con»ders means of financing 
tfic project by way of subsidy, equity, loans through the Government 
agencies like KSFC, KSIIDC • sanctions infrastructural facility by 
way of power and water 

A few possibilities 

• Developing Hotels, Beach resorts, Eco-resorts and 
Convention centres • Promoting Water sports and developing GoM 
courses • Bangalore having International Starxlard Airport, there 
is scope to develop airports in Hassan, Hubli and Mysore. 

Profit from leisure 



I'he Director., 

Department of Tourism 

Government of Karnataka 
I Floor, 'F' Block, Cauvery Bhavan, 
K.G. Road, Bangalore - 560 009. 
Td . 2215489 Fax ; 080-2272403 


rVeZ I am tnleresied. Send me more detads. 

I Name _ 

( Designation :____ 

Address :_ 

I Tcl_Fax . 

I Superscribe the envelope “Single Window Agency" 
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Officially or unofficially, do we need this drink? 


The Swadeshi 
Indian 

tt Shashi Tharoor evidcatt- 
ly has great wit and an 
incisive mind (Tharoor's 
Indi^' March 3). 

U is truly an ignom^ 
that India prospers within 
its five-star glitz and cron 
j pati culture while life out- - 
! side grapples with diminr 
! ishing returns. It appears 
j that the folk'who form the 
! vanguard of our society 
j and the fortunes of whom 
! are determined by the fate 
i of that society, need to be 
I educated in the art of a 
I nation's survival, 
i India certainly needs 
. globalisation but not of 
I the kind tliat boomerangs 
j on the petiple. 

, Sfiouri Chose, 

; Culruifo 

tt It's a trag^y that 
QurSwade3ii gentle¬ 
man who cares so 
much for his fanuly 
(First Persqiv February 
11} apd poMnlry, andis 
so aiiWdhily devoted b 
his moQic^nahd,! is a \ 
tecadM ofiNeWYork. 

Oftidht, ■ • 


■ It is heartening to learn 
that Tharoor is not daz¬ 
zled by the opening up of 


India to Western culture, 
but is rather disillusioned 
by it. 

Today, everyone seems 
to have his own definitiem 
of globalisation. 

Wineed to ponder 
whether the neo-Western 
culture that is developing 
so fast, can effectively 
complement our hentage 
and values that we stilt 
nurture. 

We cannot mindie.ssly 
give up everything in the 
name of liberaluation. 
fotfdeep Miint, 


f Caicutia 

« The fruits of liberalisa¬ 
tion are enjol'cd by a 
select few. An ordinary 
Indian cannot afford to 
stay at the Taj Bengal, the 
Delhi Hilton or the L<x;la 
Kempinski. 

Only the affluent dass 
can enjoy a BMW, Cartier 
trinkets and Giorgio 
Armani oufits. 

The free-market econo¬ 
my has Westernised our 
habits and thinking with¬ 
out improving our 
income and standard of 


Q living. No wonder politi- 
I dans arexaught in nawala 
I scandals. 

Should we allow tbs 
attack on our heritage and 
I culture to continue? 
Manormjan Das, 

Jamshedpur 

Broken Bond 

n It is a matter of great 
regret that Ruskin Bond's 
eminently readable cf>l- 
umn has been discontin¬ 
ued. 

Could you please 
revive his column? 

Dilip Kumar Mallick, 

Right Prediction 

e flats otf to Bejan 
Daruwalia! I Ic had pre¬ 
dicted a favourable gain 
on March IB for Sct«rpki.s 
bom on November 8. 

One of my dreams came 
true on that day. a letter of 
admission to a'prcstigious 
US univeiiiily arriveu on 
that d^. 

Arjun Pratim Dutta, 

Cakuiia 

18 We omnot totally div 
belief astnilogical predic¬ 
tions. Many times m*jan 
Daruwalla’^s words have 
come true in my case. 
Pinaki Roy, 

Patna 
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? "■’*■'********• 

j? HE IS a part-time lnc1u^trlal•^.t.m^.^ .i lull-time 
politician. Amiir Singh ol Calcutta is now a 
name to reckon with in I^^lhi's power circle, 

PAGE 26 


SHYAM SENEGAL is all set to relea.se his new 
film, Sardari Bc^uni. 

Shyam Senegal 


KCTIQNS 


16 TIME TABLE 

20 INNER FYK 

21 JUNIOR WHIRL 

22 C(.)MK\S 

26 LfMELlCJlIT 
30 FIR.ST FHRSON 

I tupii Shj! '' 'll 



Covers!^ 

Hie In»jslible Rise (j 

AMAR SINGH 

How a Calcutta boy made good in New Delhi; 

Seema Gaswami has the inside story 

HE IS A FREQUENT VISITOR TO RACE COURSE ROAD, AND CONVERSES REGULARLY WITH NARA- 
simha Rao on his mobile telephone. Mulayam Singh Yadav wants him to accept a Rajya 
Sabha or U>k Sabha ticket from UP. Madhavrao Scindia counts on him for political savvy. 
H.D. Dcve Gowda uses him as an ambassador in New Delhi. And his close friends include 
such heavyweights as G. Venkataswamy, A.R. Antulay and Madhavsinh Solanki. 

Chandra Shekhar called him "my brother" from a public platform. Amitabh Bachchan 
says that he is a member of his family. For Shyam and Shobhana Bhartia he is even more 
than family. 

In Calcutta, Subrata Mukherjee is among his closest friends, but he also shnrt's a relation¬ 
ship of mutual admiration w'ith G.P. Goenka. In UP, industrialist Ashok Chaturvedi of the 
fast-grow'ing Flex Group, is his confidante. And in Delhi, he is a member of K.K. Birla's inner 

SubrataMuKhefjee:AmarStngh’s political mentor a position that led to his appointment asa dinv- 

U'ron the board ol T/ir Hinduhlnn Times. 

And yet, you may never have heard of him. Amar 
Singh, the part-time industrialist and full-time politi¬ 
cian, has shunned the limelight. When he has hit the 
papers, it has been because of his relationship with 
Bachchan or because of his Chandra Shekhar connec¬ 
tion. For his f)wn part, Amar Singh has avoided giv¬ 
ing interviews. And when the publicity has been bad, 
he has fretted and fumed, but consciously refrained 
from demanding a correction or a clarification. 

Consequently, while such terms as trouble-shooter 
and power broker have often been applied to him, 
the public at large knows little about Singh. 

Few people realise that he is an industrialist in his 
own right. He has two units, one of which makes 
ethyl alcohol while the other manufactures packag- 








Amftabh Bachchan: His friend and business partner 


Chandra Siiokhar: Close lies 


inj» matoriiils 1 le is now sell¬ 
ing up a Rs 5l) croro-power pro)cet in 
Karnataka; Amitabh Bachchan will be 
chairman of the company and an equi¬ 
ty partner while Flex's tliaturvedi 
will be a director. Monniver, he is also 
a director of the State T ink of India 
tind a member of its central executive 
conimittei' 

The industrial V'entures are profes¬ 
sionally managed, but the income 
allows him the freedom to indulge his 
first love: politics Hence, the network 
of reidtionship.s w'ith a wide spectrum 
of the famous and the powerful. Many 
fieople are frimds with the mighty, 
but few have assoaations that cut 
across so many party lines. And Amar 
Singh IS nut a man for casual acquain¬ 
tances; each of these relationships is 
dcH*p and long-lasting. 

It is in keeping with the air of myste¬ 
ry that surrounds him that few people 
realise- that despite his )ct-sctiing 
lifestyle— breakfa.st in Bombay, lunch 
in Lucknow and dinner in lX‘llii — 
Amar Singh is a Calcutta boy. 

I Iis head may be in the clouds as he 
soars from height to height but his 
roots are firmly planted in Chittaran- 
jan Avenue and Burrabazar 

B om in January 195b to a trading 
family in Calcutta, Amar Singh 
had a childhood that was less than 
idyllic. His father had inherited a shop 


that sold building fittings in the con- ! 
gested Burrabazar area of the city I lie 
family made a rea.sonable living. 

But says Singh, "1 had a very hum¬ 
ble upbringing We used to live in a 
small flat on Chittaraiijan Avenue 
near Mahajati Siadan There was no air- 
nmditioning or even attached baths. 
There wa.s no stress on education; it 
was |ust assumed that we would join 
the family business And there was no 
tradition of going on holidiiy. can you- 
believe it, I nave never even been to 
Daqeeling, despite having been born 
and brought up in Calcutta?" 

Amar Singh was sent to the 
Saraswat Khatri Vidyalay in neighbou¬ 
ring Machua Bazar for his schooling 
But instead of learning anything of 
consequence, all he acquired here was 
an interest in politics. The headmaster 
and assistant headmaster ol the schtxil 
were at odds with each otlier and the 
assistant headmaster prevailed upon 
the young Amar to stage demonstra¬ 
tions against hi.s headmaster. "The 
political bug that bit me then," laughs 
Singh tmlay, "is still affecting my life." 

Politics, however, was not all that 
was exercising Amar Singh's mind at 
this time Sensitive to the fact that hi.s 
schooling hadn't been quite up to the 
crack, and that he couldn't even speak 
English fluently, he was determined 
to improve his lot. And the only way 
of doing this—as far as he could sec 


- - was to try and |oiii a first-rate co!I<‘- 
g«‘ liki' Presidency or St Xavier's. 

And to everyone's surprise, 4mar 
Singh succeedi^d in passing the entran¬ 
ce examination to St Xavier's and join¬ 
ed the English Honours aiurse. 

Of course, things didn't work out 
quite a.s Singh had planned; and some 
of it at least was his own fault. 
"Instead of concentrating on my stu¬ 
dies," he says today, "I was only inter¬ 
ested in forming a students' union. 
Needle.ss to say, that made me univer¬ 
sally unpopular " 

Not that Amar Singh tried hard to 
make friends and influence people. 

He was ill-at-i?ase in an atmosphere 
where everyone spnike public school 
English, wore the best of clothes and 
drove to office in cars—for the most 
part, imported. "1 still remember, ' he 
says, with a wry .smile, "that Ajaj 
Kanoria, who was an industriali.st's 
son, used to come to college in a car 
which always had a hanger in it for his 
coat and tie. And he would drive 
directly to office after hi.s classes " 

Amar Singh, on the other hand, 
used to travel on the number nine bus, 
and walk to St Xavier's from the Park 
Street crossing. And while the rest of 
his colleagues used to hang around 
the gates of the neariiy Loreto College 
and Flury's, iinngh (who would only 
get one rupee from his father every 
day) would go bock to help out wifli 






tfte family shop. 

These stints convinced him that the 
family business was not for him, and 
that he would have make a life 
elsewhere. Politics was the obvious 
choice, and Amar Singh joined the 
Chhatra Parishad, the student wing of 
the Congress, hoping to make an 
impression in Bengal politics in time. 

His first political mentor w.js Subra- 
ta Mukherjee. then home minister in 
the Siddhartha Shankar Ray govern¬ 
ment. But the two bt>C€ime close only 
after the defeat of the Congress in 
1977, and Amar Singh's involvement 
in Bengal Congress politics increased. 
An did the anger of his family, which 
aiuldn't understand wny he proferr- 
I'd the hurly-burly of street politics to a 
safe, stx'ure existena* at the family 
shop. I lis father asked Singh to either 
loin the business or leave home 

Amar Singh di'cided he would be 
hi'tter off following his own destiny. 
So, he left home 

•^hus began another phasi' in Amar 
1 Singh'.slife In which he stayed 
with triend.s, depended on their gent*- 
lositv to kis'p biKiy and soul together, 
and studied law. It wm.s around this 
lime that he tirsl came into contact 
with his major political eonlacl Veei 
Bahadur Singh. 

Veer Bahadur wa.s only a minor 


minister in the UP government, but 
used to visit Calcutta often to address 
meetings held by social organisations. 
Amar Singh and he hit it off, and 
Bahadur Sin^ prevailed upon him to 
move to Lucimow. This suited Amar- 
Singh fine; his maternal grandparents 
liv(*d in Lucknow, so he ^da ready¬ 
made establishment to move into. 

As he hung around the edges of UP 
politics, Amar Singh met another man 
w'ho was to prove to be an important 
influence in his life: industrialist 
Shyam Bhartia, who was also the son- 
in-law of K.K,. Birla. The year was 
l‘>80, and Bhartia's advice to Singh 
was that if he wanted to make it in poli¬ 
tics, he should stick around in the 
I Imdi heartland. No matter how 
strongly he felt abimt his Calcutta 
roots, no non-Bengali could hope to 
get very tar inpoiihcs in that state. 

Singh saw his point, and decided to 
.shift base tol ucknow. But not to dab¬ 
ble in politics alone, there was also the 
.small problem of making a living. 
Singh set up a small plant of ethyl alco 
hoi inCha/iabad —his family chipp¬ 
ed m with the inv estment required — 
in 1985, named Hasfer India Chemi¬ 
cals Limited; a tmsiness which now 
has a turnover ot Rs 20 crore a year. 

1 lis family, tiKi, leftCalcutta, and 
Ins last links with Calcutta seemed to 
liaie been se\ ered 


Muiayam Singli Yadav; Wooing Amar Singh 




Amar Singh 


N ot quite Even today, Amar Singh 
IS a presence to reckon with inCal • 
cutt .1 Congress circle.s Whenever he 
visits the city, there are huge hoard- 
ing-s and banners put up, saving "Wel¬ 
come Shri Amar Singh to Calcutta " 
rhe osten-sible reason for this, of 
course, is that Amar Smgh is a mem- 
bt*r ot the All India ('ongre.ss Commt- 
hv (AlCC) from Madhya Pradesh. But 
not ei'erv AlCC member wlio visits 
(!alculta gets quite the .came treat¬ 
ment Sc). what maki's Amar Singh s(> 
speciaP 


H.O. Oeve Gowda: Relying on Amar Singh 




Madhavsinh Solankt and A.R. Antulay : Amar Singh's close allies 


Singh has his own vwwson ihemaf- Parliament. I have ihecapaaty to,sp<.*nd in my <<wn 

ter "These hoardings," he says, "are But no. he won't b»'standing K»relce- circle where the others are even more 

notpulupby theparty They art-put titin this time niund-TTiere are conside- well-to-do than I am " 

up by humble Congress w'orkers, who rations ol health, for one thing, and Though Singh is careiul not to ami- 

stH- a ray of hope in me They know then, there is his disillusionment with menl, there is speculalion in Delhi that 

that 1 was one of them, and they feel tile t.’ongres.s party. "I'm still in the- now that hi' has turned dtiwn 

that it 1 have got so lar, .so can thev " Congn'ss," ho says, with a troubled Mulayam Smgli Yadav'soflerot a l.ok 

■And got tar. fie certai. .ly has Todav, trown. "and have got many well- Sabha ticket, he will be nominated by 

he lives in his mulli-crore resideni-c in wishers in the party. But senior the SP to the Kajya Sabha atter the elec- 

rX'lhi's Cin’ater Kailash. drives a Mer- leadc^rs in many states like Maha- tions That will give Amar Singh the- 

cities Bony, and is a regular at such up- rashtra, Uttar Pradesh and 'I amil legitimacy he wants 

market restaurants the I loust* of Nadu and not happy about the selec- Thi? problem w’ith this is that he will 

Ming at the T a| Mahal Hotel and La tion ot candidate's. And the deiual of a be identified with a single party At 

Piaz/a at the Hyatt His Lrickson mobi- ticket to Scindia will have an impact in present, his low prt'file role in the Con¬ 
ic phom' IS neviT out ol his reach, and Madhya Bharat as well." gross (as an AlCC member) due's not 

is constantly bu>’/.ing as eveiy one So, has Singh gi vtm up on the party^ prevent him from hob-nobbing with 

from the Prime Munster to Mulayam "Well, around the time the hawala — and being trusted by — politicians 

Singh \ ad iv tries to gel m touch with coiilKiversy broke. Nara.simha Rao// from all parties But Singh seems hi 

him persona lly asked me not to leave the think that Mulayam wil I not be overly 

In the run-up to the election, Amar party. But given the way things are po.s,sessjve and that he will b«' able to 

Singh's lih' has bt'cnme even more Ire- Uxlay, and the f.ict that no spc'afic role maintain his personal relationsliips. 

iwtic He intends to campaign f(»r has been assigned to me, it sc*ems that I It is a heady prospect for the boy 

Mulayam Singh Y.idav in Uttar am not n-ally wanti-d," say.s Singh from Chittaranjan Avenue. Over the 

Pradesh, even though he has bc*en kw If he doc's give up on politics, then last ten years, he has gone from agit- 

ping in inditlerent he,ilth of late what' Well, there's always the busi- prop on thestrec'lsof Calcutta to Arma- 

(Singh IS diabetic). But, he says, he w'ill ness that appears to be going from ni bandhgallas and state-of-thi'-art 

only do .so after he has left the Con- strength to .strength, and raking in cro- laser disc sy.stems Now, he will have 

gress, becau.se it woukl be urw'lhical res lor Singh. the best of botfi worlds; political legiti- 

for him for campaign for anyone el.se But how important is money to macy and an industriali.st's lifestyle. 

otherwi.se Singh? "Bui," adds Singh, "I never forget 

As tor his own political futu»x>, Amar Singh thinks hard and long where I came fiom. I am finally a child 

Singh is less certain how matters will about this one "M'lney never usc'd to of the Calcutta strivts. And that i.s 

develop "lamdc'spcratetogatnpoliti- be important tome," he says finally. where my heart .still is. When my 

cal lc>gitimacy or leave politics altoge- "But I have learnt the hard way that friends tell me that I am too direct in 

iher." And in Singh s mind, the only oiir's is a materialistic sewiety, where it my approach, I tell tliem that this is my 

way to acquire the legitimacy he so i.s important to have your own share. strength This is how I've got where 1 

desires i.s to become a membc'r of What'.s more, it is very important that am. And this is how I will stay." ■ 
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Extractsfrom 
Slow Turn, a 
thriller set in 
the uorld of 
cricket 


BY MIKE 
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he haze in the air cleared in the after- 
noon and though the heat was intense 
the atmosphere was more comforta¬ 
ble, at least for the spectators. Out in 
the middle Robin resumed command. 
He lost another partner (bowled 
Chaughiri, cau^t at short leg), but 
hard ly blinked on eye, for him the occa¬ 
sion was one to rehsh, and he swung 
his bat in an arrogant full arc. He dis¬ 
dained easy singles now, which didn't 
make life any easier for his partners. 
Fours rolled off his bat to all comers of 
the field. Fven the wily Chaughiri suf¬ 
fered, though as always Robin treated 
him with respect. It was an innings of 
deliberation, as much a part of his 
Grand Prix plans as the elaborate cha¬ 
rade he'd bron playing with the press. 
This was his answer to the old men 
who had dumped him unceremo¬ 
niously in the off-season while he was 
tolling on a sc^nd-string tour of 
India. Between balls he patted invisi¬ 
ble rough spots in the pitch, ignored 
everyone (including his batting part¬ 
ner), and managed to act as if he was 
alone and unobserved — in front of 
50,000 people. 

I left the balcony and sought distrac¬ 
tion in the old newpapors scattered 
around the dressing room. But all I 
found were cricket reports and articles 
about the disturbances in Madras, arti¬ 
cles that made even less sense to me 
after talking to Lakshmi the evening 
before. I returned to the balcony, put 
my feet up on the white-painted rail¬ 
ing and watched, from under a large, 
floppy sun hat, tiny figures play out a 
finicky, infinitesimal drama in the cen¬ 
tre of a baking concrete oval. 

Robin moved inexorably towards 
his century. The crowd cheered for 
him, the same crowd that would hay 
for his blood if he gaveany of their 
bowlers half a chance. Meanwhile, 
other batsmen came and went, conclu¬ 
ding the pitdh was impossible and 


Chau(dturi unfathomable. Dour 
Donald Blackburn joined him and had 
limited success pushing the ball off his 
legs. But the show was Robin's. At tea 
he was 123 not out and returned 
through the members' enclosure to 
rapt applause. Cuthbart and Narayan 
stood in their places and roared, 'Well 
played', and 'Goexi show'. 

We all clapped him into the dress¬ 
ing room. Kidleigh gave him a cup of 
his spieaal tea nad babbled about the 
umpires and the wicket. Robin said 
notning. Sweat matted liis thinning 
grey hair and dipped from the refined 
point of his nose His gloves were soak¬ 
ed through and he tossed them aside 
with a wet thud. Dougie, suddenly 
softened by the spectacle of the 
exhausted captain, replaced them 
with a pair of new ones, clean and dry, 
from Robin's kit. 

From the balcony I watched the mil¬ 
ling, stretchmg, fabbermg crowd. Sud¬ 
denly 1 caught a flash of long brown 
hair, a swirl of white blouse and 
brown arms, I leaned over and 
.shouted. 

"Lakshmi!" 

The long hair fell aside and above 
the white blouse was revealed an unfa¬ 
miliar, middle-aged face. It disappear¬ 
ed in the crowd. 

"That your bird then?" 

1 whirled around. Kidleigh had 
sneaked up behind me. 

"Didn't know you fanned those 
coloured birds, DTS,' he chortled. 

"Leave it out," 1 spat at him. 

He backed away nervously, still 
wearing that stupid grin. 

I looked at the crowd. How absurd 
to think I could pick a single woman m 
this sea of strange faces. I was annoyed 
with myself. I should have dropped 
Kidleign over the railing and let the 
spectators tear him to pieces. Instead I 
had acted as if Lakshmi were .some 
guilty secret. 1 had my hidden secrets. 


but Lakshini was the least ot them She 
had probably gone to work today as 
usual Why should 1 expect anything 
else? 

After tea Robin batted on tor 20 
minutes He seemed determined to 
punish the bowling and hammered 30 
more runs before being caught in the 
covers for 155.11 had been a classic inn¬ 
ings on a slow pitch. The applause 
lingered after his return to the dress¬ 
ing room and he was forced to acknow¬ 
ledge it from the balcony with a rai.sed 
cap—his (former) county cap. 

Of course.theUjWoren't clapping a 
simple display (irnatting, however 
skillful. The applause was about other 
things. It was about Robin's dismissal 
by his county club; it was about his sta¬ 
tus as captain-in-exile of the English 
Test .side; it was about his age and the 
near certainty that never again would 
he grace the ground at Chepauk They 
were as much a part of the irmings as 
the late cuts and off drives 

Soon after Robin's dismissal 
Donald spooned a catch to midwicket 
and it wasmy turn in the middle I wal¬ 
ked down the cool concrete corridor 
and emerged through the small door 
into the glare of the sun, the noise, and 
50,(X)0 pairs of eyes 

I had my helmet under my arm and, 
suddenly conscious of my bruise and 
red ear, I pushed it on my head and 
pulled it down o\'er my face. A mur¬ 
mur spread through the crow-t and 
gathered like a little wave into a gentle- 
ripple of applau.se. 

It was the story in the paper. I blu¬ 
shed. The applause continued as I step¬ 
ped on to thebnttle, manicured out- 
neld and made my way to the wicket. I 
felt I ought to acknowledge the crow¬ 
d's apparent good grace and ever so 
slightly 1 raised my bat. Embarrassed 
enougn already (it had never occurred 
to me that my injuries would be of the 
least concern to anyone else) J was 
tongue-tied when Chaughiri himself 
came up to me 

"It's terrible for such a thing to hap¬ 
pen to you in Madras It's not like that, 
you know, not usually." And he sigh¬ 
ed and wandered slowly back to his 
mark, fingering the seam of the ball 
thoughtfully. Even the square-leg 
umpire shook my hand, said he hoped 
I was feeling all right and then opined 
diat something really must be done 
about all this violence. 

At the other end, leaning on his bat 
and barely supressing a smile, Ernie 
beckoned to me. 

"They'll clap you to the crease, but 
see whathapfwns when the ball 
catches a nid( on the pad." 

to 


I shrugged and walked slowly back 
to my crea.se As I did I allowed myself 
to become aware of thccrowd surroun¬ 
ding us like a vast saucer brimful of 
humanity. They were separated from 
us by a sea of empty gi as.s, not to speak 
of vvire fences and slouching police 
atrols. but they seemed to bear down 
eavily. Go slow, go slow. I told 
myself, as I usually did, largely 
because there was no alternative 
Hold out to the end of play Kw'p 
wicket intact. Keep scorn licking over 
I tixik my guard and steadied my head 
to receive my first ball from Chaughiri 

Like a hovenng, apparently motion- 
lcs.sbird. It hung in tW air for ages, 
then dropped outside my off stump 
and moved into my front pad, which I 
had luckily stretched well down the 
pitch. 

The noise, as Ernie predicted, was 
deafening, though Chaughiri himself 
showed no interest whatsoever. For 
the rest ot the over I attempted to eon - 
ceal my inability to divide whether ti' 
play forward or back to the leg- 
spinner and someliow .survived I was 
relieved when the strike passed to Eai- 
nie at the other end. 

I managed to avoid Cliaughiri for a 


few overs and even took .some easy 
runs off the other bowlers, which 
made me feel better. Thougji the sim 
was beginning to set behind the top of 
the stand, the heat was still intense 
and in notime mv clothes, gloves, hair 
were soaked with sweat. I removed 
the helmet and passed it to the umpi¬ 
re, who placed it behind the wicket kee- 
cr. Injury or no inju^, it was just too 
ot inside the damn thing. In any case, 
I felt peculiarly safe out there in the 
middle, among fellow cricketers, and 
the crowd seemed far away. 

One of the fielders stared at my 
w’ounds. 

"You look like you've been playing 
West Indians, not Indians," he said. 

"I think I'll save that thing," I answe¬ 
red [minting to the discarded helmet, 
"and use it off the field from now on." 

Thev laughed. 

At the non-striker's end, I watched 
the famous Chaughiri action close up. 
After a run-up of our stilted paces, he 
brought his right arm over from 
behind the small of his back in a loop¬ 
ing arc His wrist turned over so fast I 
could never make out exactly what he 
was doing with the ball and certainly 
ci'uld never read the googi v Ernie cop- 




ed well enough to the other end, 
though his scoring was only slightly 
faster than mine. He played ba A more 
often than not, used a lot of bottom 
hand, and poked his nose at every ball 
as if a very nasty smell was coming 
from it. 

It's supposed to be easier for lefthan¬ 
ders to play leg-spin, but against 
Chaughiri there didn't seem to be 
much advantage. My sole intention 
was survival Nonetheless, I clipped 
one off my le^ for two and the next 
bail I sneaked past square-leg to the 
boundary for four. I began to relax. 
The longer I stayed out there, the more 
it felt like any other cricket match. I 
listened to the Indian players talk 
among themselves in their curious 
argot, a mixture of Tamil and English 
in which phrases like 'extra cove?, 
'well bowled' and 'good length' pipp¬ 
ed up inamgruously. 

1 felt J had re-entered a private 
world, and yet here I was in front of a 
huge and utterly alien crowd, as 
public as if a spotlight had picked me 
out on a stage I know some cricketers 
for whom the whole game is an inten¬ 
sely private matter. Batting specially 
breeds this attitude. Total concentra¬ 


tion is required; There can be a long 
wait between balls and the only way 
to deal with it is to turn inward, to con¬ 
duct a land dialogue with yourself. 

This can become all-absorbing and 
even block out any consciou.sness of 
the paying customers. You know 
the;^re out there, but they seem not to 
matter, because in the end it's you 
who's got to dedde how to play the 
well-pitched-up ball, whether to step 
down the track, or to glance the ball 
away to fine-leg. 

My footwork, slapdash at the best of 
times, was well out of synch on this 
pitch. Somehow, my score reached 18. 

I could hear Dougie mumbling under 
his breath. "Keep your head down. 
Don't worry about runs. Runs will 
come. Concentrate." But with each 
ball from Chaughiri the middle of my 
bat seemed to shrink and it was 
always a relief not to hear the clatter of 
stump.s or the hysterical shout of 
appeal. 

1 escaped to the other end. Ernie coil¬ 
ed himself into his cramped, tortured- 
looking crouch. Chaughiri delivered. 
The ball hung in the air for the longest 
time, then turned outrageously wide 
of llu* off-shimp. Ernie prodd^ at air. 


then .swore. I avoided his eye It's bad 
enough everyonp else watching you 
without your team-mates looking on 
as well. 

Ernie tapped the bat impatiently as 
Chaughiri flicked the ball from hand 
to hand like a card sharper. He turned 
and began his run-up, looking for all 
the world like a stiff-legged teenager 
learning to waltz. 

In the air the ball looked tube a repli¬ 
ca of the previous one. Ernie was 
already high into his baeklift and fol¬ 
lowed through with a savage swish in 
the direction ot mid-of f. 

A tmy dick echoed round the 
ground. Chaughin's indecipherable 
googly had sneaked between swing¬ 
ing bat and static pad and gently 
knocked against middle stump, bare¬ 
ly dislodging a .single bail There was a 
.silent split-second as the crowd cran¬ 
ed neck.s to confirm what had happe¬ 
ned, then uproar Ernie stiffened and 
walked back to the pavilion with a 
glum, mortified stare. The cheering 
was prolonged and passionate, It was 
what the crowd wanted to .see, and 
Chaughiri had delivered the goods 
with all the elan of a master magician 
calmly making a volunteer from the 
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audience vanish into thin air. some cheers and some veiyagmeved 

The funny thing about this kind of booing. Tlw man stroked the 

spin bowling is how hostile it is. Its first policeman to rea w him, flailing 

gentility, its sheer artful slowness, dis- and twisting away to keep his banner 

guises aggression and violence. VVTien aloft. In the meantime, a second police- 

you bat against it you are under a very man had made enougjt room to grab 

personal form of attack. In which any him from the other side. With a sudd- 

weakness you might have ever dis- en lurch both policeman and demon- 

E iayed will be us^ against you. The strator feU off the fence into the crowd 

Dwler wants you and no one else, he behind. The police were now separat- 

wants you removed from the field of ed by the fence from their comrade 

play and he is willing to he, dieat and and die demonstrator. There were 
flatter to get it. shouts and screams. Police filtered 

1 was joii^ at the wicket by off- throu^ the gates into the crowd, 

spinner Ge^ Robinson. lathis held threateningly across their 

Geoff has a casual slouch on the field, chests. Five of them frog-marched the 

like a lean, ghostly version of Clive demonstrator along the aisles and out 

Lloyd. As he approached me he wore of a sight under the stands, 

a surprised look, as if amazed to find The ground was seething The boo- 

himself the object of so many foreign ing and shouting came to a stop and 

gazes. were replaced by a furious murmur, 

"Skipper says shut 'em out for the as if the simmering cauldron of the 

rest of the day," he informed me when groimd was not quite ready to boil 
we met in the middle. over. The police formed a neat ring 

I nodded agreement. around the boundary fence. 

"How's the face?" he asked "Come," said the umpire, looking 

brightly, as if injecting a perstinal note at his watch. "Enough time wasted. 
in a business conversahon Play, please." 

My glove moved automatically Chaugbiri flicked the ball in the air i 

towards the tender ridge on my fore- absent-mindedly, his eyes wandering ! 

head. "I’ve got enough to wmry about vaguely over the agitated crowd j place, ;.o what was to prevent me from 

out here wiffiout that," 1 said, and "What was that all about?" I asked i Wing attacked again? Strange as that 

brought the hand rapidly back where him. j logicsciund.s itwaMvhat I wiLsthink- 

ithadbelongeii. His head tilted ambiguously and ■ mg when mv musings were interrupt- 

Geoff dealt with the remainder of his mouth twisted into a pout | ed by (jeoff's breat!ile.s.s call loi a stn- 

Chaughin's over with rock-like immo- The banner said, 'Release Imprison i gle tollowmg .in edge lo third man 

bility Then it was my turn against a ed Stnkers,'he answered in the j Iremmdedmy.sellotKobin'sinjunc- 

younger bowler at the other end. His neutral tnneof someone translating ! turn C'h.nighiri bowled one on the off- 
gcntlc off br .’.ks Kviked easy enough, for an illiteiate foreigner. i stump, nearly over-pitched, but it 

but somehow I couldn't grt the ball off I watched Chaughiri torment Geoit j caught me by .su.-priM.- I met it with 

the square. Suddenly Chaughiri seem- Robinson while Groff stru^led lo i the bottoniot a li.islilv lowered bat It 
ed to nave blocked all the gaps The maintain his perfectly strokeless ; dropped and spun al my teet, I picked 
young bowler's reward w's a maiden defence But my mind was elsewhere. ’ it up and lossc‘d it back lo the liowler 
over and a round of applause. Me look- Arrests and disrupbons at cncket | The next di'liven' tiinied into me, not 
ed quite pleased with himself. groundsaren'tsouncommonatiywhe- ■ veryfa.st .iiid i pushed it gently to the 

As the fielders switched over and re in the world, but now my hand I on side Short h-g fTouiued on it There 

arrayed themselves in their menaang unamsdously touched my damaged j wa.s no question of a run 

spider’s web of close-catching posi- forehead. I kept thinking of the young | 1 played i wo mc're deliverie.s dehm- 

hons, there was a disturbance at the man in the T-.shirt. Strangest ot all, I : si vely back down the piti-h. I looked at 

far end of the ground A man had dim- found myself worrying about Siva's I my name on the scoreboard and the 
bed and mounted the wire fence and party tonight Who would lietheiei j 'SebIefi,;ureoexttoil.23 Thathad 
held a banner aloft between outstretch- What would they expect of me? If Lak- ■ been my typical innings these* last few 
ed hands He shouted fiercely. shmi didn't turnup, would I even i years A,slow,somcwhatchancypro- 

The umpire at the bowler's end mut- bother to go? And now 1 was .suppos- ! gross to the mid-twenties, abruptly 
tered under his breath. The players ed to stand out herj and block tne ball ! terminaU*d 

exchanged glances. 'They seemed to for another 35 minutes. 1 felt I had j Ihe next b.ill was short I moved off 

shy away from me and Geoff, who been cast 'n a role I wasn't suited to ' easily out of the crease, legs ct iss- 

were left baMed by the incident. On play. j cros,singcomtorldbly, and drove it fir- 

the man's barmer were flamboyant, ar- I felt vulnerable and not just to I mly along the ground between the 

cular, swirling Tamil characters, and Chaughiri and his close catchers and bowler and mid off. A tour. Scattered 

from his high, uncomfortable perch, the (purportedly) unreliable umpires, applause At least, they hadn't com- 

he claimed something equally incom- For all I knew my erratic attacker pletely forgotten I was out there, 

prehensible in a loud, hoarse voice. might be lurking somewhere in the I felt better 1 felt I was at last taking 

Within seconds a mob of police had stands. And if he wasn't there, then matters in hand, 

converged on the man. Swiftly they perhaps someone else with the same Chaughiri seemed unconcerned, 

mount^ the fence to pull him down. intenhon was. There had been no ix*a- He skipped in, precariously balanced 

There was confusion in the crowd, son for my being attacked in the first and delivered. I followed the ball out 
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ot his hand on its high trajtvlorj' and 
began moving fowards to drive 
Then I saw the thing dip and swer¬ 
ve, as if it had a life of its own Too late 
I saw the iduKV of rnv intended stroke. 
Still lurching forwards I didn't have to 
look behind to know' the keejjer had 
the ball in his hands and was whipp¬ 
ing oft the bails The rhwrs said il all 
My exit was accompanied by the 
same polite applause that had grei'ted 
mv entrance. It was a bad time to lose a 
wicket Dougie pointe'Jly ignored me 
as 1 showered and changed. Robin, 
luckily, was busy elsewhere. 

"Oieckmg his shares," said Paul 
Walker, who v'as sipping cold lea and 
rocking in a chair by the balcony 
Dougie at last condescended to 
acknowledge my existence "This 
came for you." 

It was a typew'ritten note on thin, 
tis.sue-like paper; I uv'll pick you up m 
front ofyoiir hotel at seven. L 
Kumbaikonam. 

I was careful to hide my delight 
from Dougie f fc would nave regard¬ 
ed it as unbecoming in a man who had 
just been comprehensively stumped. 

Forty minutes later we gather^ in 
the duD room in the pavilion for the 
daily'meet the press'^ritual. Robin join¬ 
ed us. Tea and lemonade were served 
(fre^ lemonade, loaded with sugar 
and ioe). Players from both sides 
mingled, chatting about the heat and 
the pitdK and the standard of hotel 


accomodation. Everyone remarked 
on my in|uries and everyone apologis¬ 
ed that 'such a thing' should happen 
'in our city'. Did Indian mugging vic¬ 
tims in London receive similar treat¬ 
ment? The Indian players wanted to 
know all about the cricket scene in Eng¬ 
land and in particular the situation in 
the northern leagues, where several 
hoped to play as professionals in the 
commgyear. They were full of admira¬ 
tion for Robin's innings and keen to 
know my opinion of Indian cricket. I 
was happy to tell them I was most 
impress^ 

In one corner Robin held court The 
reporters quizzed him over the latest 
turn in his aiunty dispute. He answer¬ 
ed with a face as straight as his bat. He 
spoke in his most deferential manner 
but was, as always, full of quotable 
material. 

"All I've ever sought is a contract 
that refelects my contribution as bats¬ 
man and captain. I've spent my whole 
career with one club and I would 
much prefer to keep it that way. I'm no 
advocate of fiHitball style transfers 
and big f«*es. That sort of thing only 
destabUiscs the game and creates an 
elite of highly-paid super stars. I want 
to see better r onditions and fairer 
rewards for everyorw in the game." 

When Robin had finished with the 
press (abandoning Qiaughiri to their 
merciless probings), he spoke to Mr 
Narayan who flitted about shaking 


hands and smiling at everyone. For a 
moment 1 watched them in conversa¬ 
tion. Hien Robin looked up and 
cau^t my eye. Excusing himself, he 
walked over and pulled me to a quiet 
comer. 

"You spoke to Siva?" he asked out 
of the comer of his mouth, while smil¬ 
ing stiffly at a gang of passing cricket 
officials. 

"Is this a good place...." 1 stared ner¬ 
vously around the crowded room. 

"Never mind that," he snapped, 
keeping his voice low and his race 
expressionless. 

"Well I talked to him. 1 told him 
about..." 

I spoke into a craggy sunburnt ear. 
"He's not interested. He's going 
into politics. He doesn't need it now." 

"Yes, Td heard that," Robin mused. 
" 1116 /re mad enough here to elect 
him. I'm sure." 

"He said to wish you luck. He 
thinks the ideaworkable." 

I'm sure I don't need advice from 
Siva Ramachandran. Thank you. 

You'll be .seeing him tonight?" 

" How do you know?" I was startled.. 

"Narayan .Tientioned it," he said 
casually. "Td go myself but 1 have 
some business calls to make." 

"I'll bet you have." 

He look«J at me sternly, "Sarcasm 
can be an unpleasant character trait, 
David. I suggest you avoid it in future. 

I smouldered but said nothing. 

"You know my commitment," he 
was lecturing me, his freshly scrubbed 
features haggard at the end of the long 
day "If I have a plan I stick to it. The¬ 
re's little point in .moving the field to 
cover tile gaps." 

Ostentatiously 1 looked at my watch. 

"Tell Siva," he commanded, "the 
last thing we want is to mterfore in his 
political career. It's his support we're 
looking for, not his time." 

"He's not intewsted.” 

"fie might be yet, remind him of the 
Coromandel Coast Investments sche¬ 
me That should set his mind at rest 

"What?" 

"lust remind him " 

1 agreed, but swore to myself it 
would be my last flight as earner 
pigeon. The two stars could pass their 
own cryphe messages ut future. 

"And get Fraser to have a look at 
that head of yours," He moved closer 
and whispered, "There's a great deal 
at stake here. Our little proposal could 
stir up quite a hornets' nest." 

He plunged back into the crowd, 
receiving compliments on his century 
with the blank politeness of someone 
too used to bom praise and blame. ■ 
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HARMONY PREVAILED 

Vaishall Honawar reports on the art exhibition organised 
by Tina Ambcini in Bombay 



K Khosa's Joy 


i Santhuketan and Manu Farokh 
I Flower ami Animal at Window, were 
I both a little removed from tht* 

I harmony theme. The other arti.sts on 
I display included S.H. Ra/a, with his 
j characteristic use of colour, and N S 
' Bendre 

' The respon.sc' to the exhibition 
was, on the whole, positive. 
Certainly, the artists themselves were 
more than happy with the display 
that they had got Said lehangir 
Sabavala, after a iiuick round ol tht 
! vanou.s halls in which tlie e.vhihil.s 

■ were housed, "It's a wonderful 

; exhibition There's a great deal ot 
I good work on display and it lonies 
i up to the expected standard ' 
i rhere were .some, though, who 
, confessed to being disapp^iinted 
. Latika Kattlr, head of the vli'iiartnienl 
of .sculpture at tlw Janiia Milli.i 
' University in Delhi, for in.stance 

■ "The exhibition does not come up to 

I S.G. Vasudev's Earihscapo 


Y ou ve gi't to sav this tor the 
Ainbanis When the\ do 
something, thtw do it in 
style .And in .ill fairness, one 
has to concede that the Haimony 
show, organi.sod by the Reliance 
balm. Tina Ambaru, was not so much 
a di.splav of money pow'er as it was 
an exhibition ot the most stunning 
works by some ot the best talents in 
thi.s country Whaf'. more, the 
inauguiation ol this art show, held in 
Bombay cm .April 2, was an event at 
which the ghteratti showed up in 
full strength 

Adi and Parmeshwar Godn’i 
were in attendance, as was Harsh 
Goenkd, who pioneered the trend of 
holding such events (remember his 
'Bombay' exhibition held last year’’) 
Ashok Advani c<t the Business India 
Group wa.s also present as were such 
first-divi.sion designers as Shahab 
Durazi and Tanm lahiliani 

But among the socialites, who 
were clad in gold and weighed 
dowTi with gold. Fina Ambani, the 
lady behind the show, stood out in 


her flaming orange ensemble, 
flanked by ner more soberly-dressed 
hu.sband. Anil The Ambanis were 
the perfect hosts, mingling with their 
guests and making sure that 
everyone had a drink. But Tina 
steered clear of journalists, everyone 
of that tribe who tried to approach 
her tor a quote was fobbeef off with 
the standard reply;' 'She is so busy." 

Once you got beyond the society 
ladies, you realised that there w'as a 
fair amount of art on display as well; 
138 paintings and 36 sculptures 
which were the wc^rk of % artists 
from across the country. Fhc 
ubiquitous M.F. Husain contributed 
two paintings but wasn't pre.senl at 
the inauguration himself because he 
W'as in the US, attending the 
Sotheby's auction But Jehangir 
S.ibavala, who had contributed two 
of his works, both untitled, was 
there m person. 

Though the theme of trie 
exhibition was harmony, the artists 
interpreted this with considerable 
lattitude. Jogen Chowdhury's 
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j But then, most ot the exhibits on 
had rather steep price ta^ 

I apart trora the fiusams, the 

; Sabavalas and two of the Razas 
; which were marked not for sale' 
haviim. apparently, already been' 
teu^t by the Ambanis themselves. 
An)ohe Ela Menon, basking in her 
ivcent success at the Christie’s 
auction where she out-priced 
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Tina Amban. lighting the curemon.al lamp at ths Harmony show 
int* ndhc^itaJ *5t»indcird om* wmhIH u i. 

fxpoct, " .she complained Them's 

too mut h work by all l.mds of c J,,.j'Ht'd Motnmimt to 

artists, not neces.santv good " Katth vs h, 1,^ Wnsyers, both of 

. .S isaith , vvhuh were priced at Rs S,()0,0t)0 
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, Manu Parekh’s Men /n Bonans 

Husain, was ,isking for Rs 85,tXX) for 

' 2,25,000 for a 

I slightly larger canvas Despite the 
■ high prices, bcith paintings were 
I among the first to be sold. 

Some works w'ere more 
masonably priced, though. Samir 

Ks 35,tW eacli for two brilliant 
triptvch.s tilled Harmony I and 
Harmony II Trabhakar koltc’s works 
too, weren t too expensive 

to I’veryone then' was keen 

, to buy ^ere were, of cour.se, those 
who had just come to be seen 
sipping delicately at their tomato 
juice and eating the canapes on offer. 

J hen there were those who had 
I come to have a kxik at the exhibit.s 
and to marvel at the tact that so 
many Indian artist.s had bivn 
persuaded to display their rrealions 
under one roof 

But then, as they sai' monei' and 
organisation can work miracle.s. And 
lina Ambani had both behind Jier 
not to mention iicr ow-n charm and 
coivsiderablc pcr.su.isive pow'ers ■ 
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Sketohk 

POHED HISTORY 

What the chattering classes are talking about 

This Week: Uma Bharti’s hair 


E arly life: First emerged as two 
well-oiled pigtails, which 
naduated to become 
mll-fledjged plaits. Those 
were the days when Bharti was 
preaching to congregations 
throu^out the world about 
Hinduism, quoting Irom the Gita and 
die Vedas at jpeat lengdi. 

Next stage: Came when Bharti had 
entered politics, and Parliament 
Surrounded by the well-groomed 
beauties of New Delhi, Uma began to 
^ a wee bit tued of the long-haired 
look. So, one afternoon, she drove to 
the beauty parlour at the Kanishka 
hotel in New Delhi, and asked them to 
chop off her lustrous locks. 

Resulb A particularly fetching 
hairstyle, that ended well above 
Bharti's shoulders, and brought her 
brown eyes and well-defined 
cheekbones into prominence. 

Did die experiment work?: For a 
while, at least, it did. Uma paid 
regular visits to Kimishka to get her 
hair trimmed and maintain the style 
she loved so much. And certainly, she 
looked much better in photographs as 
a conseouence. 

Political faU-oub Uma's mistake was 
to admit to the hair-cut in print. Not 
the most savvy of politicians at that 
time, she hadn't quite realised what 
admitting to frequenting the Kanishka 
would do to her public image. So, she 
was dismayed to find that everyone 
had seized upon the fact that a 
self-styled sanyasin like her was 
getting her hair cut at a (relatively) 
up-market Delhi hotel. 

Around election time, her hair-cut 
even became a campaign issue, with 
her opponents trying to embarrass her 
by references to her expensive and 
flamboyant lifestyle. 

Could we possibly date this?: Well, 
this was around the time that Delhi 
was a^g with rumours about the 
Uma Bharti-Covind Acharya affair. 
According to the gossip, the two had 
been romantically involved for some 
time, and Bharti had even sought the 
18 







Qovind Acharya 


SadhvIRithainbara 


BJP leadership's p>ermission to marry 
Acharya ’ 

And did the ramouni die down?: Yes, 
assctoii AS Uma Bharti announced that 
she was taking and shaved off 

her hair to complete the sadhvi look 
She had, said Bharti, been hurt beyond 
measure by such irresponsible talk (to 
which, you imderetand, then? wasn't a 
grain of tixith), and believed that the 
only way to counter it was to seek 
refuge in saffron. 

Who was most upset by this 
decision?; Strangely enouejv it wasn' 
Govind Ach.irya—so perhaps, Uma 
was telling us the truth, after all. It was 
Vasundhara Ra|e, the daughter of 
Vijaya Ra|e and a colleague of Bharti's 
m the BJP, who was most put out. 

Until now, she and Uma had been on 
par as far as appeal to the electorate 
went. But if Bharti re-styled herself as 
a sadhtti and went to seek the people's 
blessings W'caring bhagwe vastra, then 
Kaje was bound to lose out. Also the 
BJP, being a Hindu nghtist party, 
would always mve more prominence 
to a woman of the cloth rather than to a 
Maharani clad in chiffon 
Should she have been wonied?: Not 
in the least. Those who have seen 
Vasundhara campaign at elections 
can vou^ for the fact diat she has the 
rare ability of striking a chord in most 
people's heart. And that despite being 
a Gwalior princess, she has the 
common touch. So, certainly, she had 
nothing to fear from Bharti, whose 


style is combative rather than 
conciliatory. 

Bh^'s real rival; Was none other 
Sadhvi Rithambara, she of the 
vituperative tongue and fascist world 
view. Both Rithambara and Bliarti 
cs.sentially appeal to the same 
constituency: that which comprises 
communal bigots of all descriptions, 
who believe that the Babri demoliUon 
was cause for ceicbrahon and that all 
Muslims should be despatched to 
Pakistan forthwith. 

Did the cropped look endure?: Not, 
Vasundhara RaJ* 



M it turned out, for very long. After 
the usual phuto-opnortunities had 
been taken care of, Uma allowed her 
hair to grow out. There were no trips 
to the local barber shop this time 
around, to maintain foat length. 
J^ybe all that bad publicity the first 
bme around (remember Kaiushlu?) 
had put her off regular trims. 

Result: Bharti's hair soon grew to 
quite a respectable length, just 
brudiing or falling below her 
shoulders. She took to oiling it 
regularly and wore it in an 
old-fashioned plait. When it grew too 
long or developed split ends, one of 
the women who form part of her 
entourage, would cut off an inch or 
two. 

End of story?: Not quite. These days 
Uma can be seen sporting the shorn 
look agam. She recently appeared on 
television with hair that would do an 
American Marine proud, the chott 
very much a thing of the past. 

Was she beating the heat?; Coping 
with foe exigencies of electioneering, 
more likely. Now that Bharti has to go 
out and ask for votes on behalf of foe 
ft makes good political sense to 
reinforce the sadhvi image. After all, if 
she had her hair done up in a braid or 
bun, how would she be any better 
dian Vasundhara Raje? 

Will the ploy work?: Why ever not? 
And even if it doesn't, it nev'er harms 
to try. As they say, it's better to be 
shorn than sorry ■ 
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Libra 

September 23 — October 22 
"UjuTTi I-oans, tunds, 
tinanci’s and 

•1^! employment w’lll 
J praetKcilly take up 
all your time Partnerships are 
also highlighted l.ove (oulxl 
be placed on a pedestal but 
finally you will have to face 
reality Poets, artists, 
pshvchic-s, writers, editors and 
dancers do a grand |ob, says 
Canesha 


Scorpio 

October's — I 


October 23 — November 22 

~ The* mating seasxin 

^gSjK i will be on despite the 
! heat and the sweat 
i You'll n'unite ixith 
people Perlecl youi work 
techniques and streamline voui 
ptoiediire it in sales 
management, teaching, tiading 
and most ceilainlv, managing 
corjuirations You mai gel very 
Iontisleiitial intoimalion v huh 
coiikl help voii 

Sagittarius 

November 23 — December 20 

A |ob swilrh, 

SM lunding takingiaii- 
ot pets, h'lmg oi 
HBkJI tiling worki'Ts in 
SCI ants, taking wue ol health 
and hygiene, are the siianJs 
this week I'ho trnk is not to 
vvavei tiom your ob)ecme A 
dash ol loinaiv i' and 
.idxeiltlite kvi'ps you 
imohvil 'shortly, vou II losate 
.1 tvaiherand glow wise 


REJAN DARUWALLA 

i Capricorn 

! December 21 — January 19 
I l.uck ot the draw, 

1 I ^ j j will bi yours so go 
\ in tor <1 lottery, it vou 
■nlSCn tvel like taking a 
clianre. A love lelationsnip 
will be strong and durable. 

I Your karma will now help you 
I to be happy, as well as 
I suieesstul I he locus is on 
' style amt panache. You vx'ill 
i win plaiiaits. Just be long on 
, eonlidence anti conviction 

I 

i Aquarius 

i January 20 — February 18 

# j Home. properl\ and 
j tiavel Jie a grand 
' tnple-hi'ader tor 
; Aquarians Initi must 
1 go III kir dn t'isilv, bi'it poli¬ 
tics management sales pittli, 

. liti'rature. iini’iiia, musn or 
I leseiircli, is vou will be 
. niualelv teisalile Piopeiti 
1 valiii- maril.il status iiitl laini 
ii values nted to be eiiipha 
! sised Ikindmg w ill 111 eliisi 

; Pisces 

■ February 19 — March 20 

: ^ omiiiimii .ilioii, 

'Junl be.iulith iition and 

, ''Vni' leUI'IOIl IS tile 

HK TA message ot the sun s 
enliv into lauins Ihotlii'is, 

! sisters lelatixes and old tilends j 
will again appeal in vour iite j 
1 StantI tall I )on'l give up on 
j piiiUiples .Ml w ill Uiiii out 
well An luklition to ihi'tainilv 

■ IS povable 'Itui w ill do well 111 
l.•^aIns 


BIRTHDAYS 


Apra2Js Moon coi^ncHcm Msnus i^mbolises incmey, 
lucauty, comfotts, hixwi)i buying, MdHrtg, baMainlng and 
tradiiw. ft is Hete durt you wiM exod and be 
Apru22: Moon sexUle M«5 itfets men^'gy, enteqtrise,^, 
iiidusby, factory, ffisenrdh^tqpdarts'JnpattiCtitv, ardent romaiK^ 
ai^ even marriagiti. ' ' 

2 JL'Moon swt'ili 

bureaucrats, buUdt^ yotyacfetrs/phbt o ^phi^ products ■ 
and musicians. '' 

4pftff.24: SunUnuioititpMitce^iieansj^ 

financta) fltKtuafknw tf-inatocka, 4filsH»^aBedt»tioin.a<^ 


industry. Risk taking is not advisMilc as a rule. Joy 
ihrou^ dre home. 

April 23^ Moon-Saturn ttiw indicates oonsoHdadem and a 
blue'print (w prosperity over the years. Foots vvlU be on 
oeativi^, 

AprU 2^ Moon~S«tum cpr^nction means you will have to 
be a little caiefid in secret matters and Jtnimey. Bnemks could 
■ be active,' 

,Aprtt.27t Moon scKtUe Vemia, trine Miurs leads to hpiurtei, 
com$»i% finwee and romance. Your dtoams could come true. 
' Beready to.acqMirenew skills. 



-■rnatli'it.il Sl.tiulin 
!■ in pi'ccuins .ind .v 


P. C. CHANDRA 


JEWiLLIRS 
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JUNIOR WHIRL HAl KAUFMAN 



YULE DO! Follow directions. 1. Remove a 
shoppir^ centre and a present remains: 
MgAiLfLt. 2. Remove a green tree and an animal 
remains: PdleNeEr. 3. Remove Santa's transport 
and a sky object remains: SsLtEaDr. 

j»i« 'cnHS c j»>p'3Nij I i 


HERE, HEREI H-e-r-e’-s Grandpa, aixj guess 
what he has in his arms. Draw connecting lines 
from dot 1 to dot 2, etc. 


SUM DiwYiit is i : a r F — t ^-/ i 

■ possible to divide the ^ ^ 'n ^ ^ 

diagram at right into Q ft ' 7 o ^ 5 ^ 
four segments of ^ 

approximately the ^ C-) £5 ^ ^ O 

same size and shape, ^ ft I 9 

with each se^ent ^ A ^ t o 

containing nuinbers 0 3 7 O 

through 9. It may be I 
done with scissors or 

a pencil (if a pencil is used, a ruler will help too). 

Remember, the diagram is to be divided into a 
total of four pieces, each containing digits 0 to 9. 

Hint: It can be done with just two straight cuts 
or lines. IP 5 that easy—thinlc simple. 

J9UiO.*IO)JaUHUU]fcU|4njU'MPJp 


HOCUS-FOCUS 




OPPOSITE WORDS TO 
PONDER 

YOU are asked to insert a 
word of opposite meaning for 
each of the terms below; Sam¬ 
ples (See illus.): Tall, short; big, lit¬ 
tle, etc. How quickly can you 
comply 


Smart: — 
Give:— 
High:— 
Good:— 
Pro; — 
Hit- 
Sweet:— 
Fake:— 
Rich: — 
Stop:— 
Da^— 


Strong:-- 
Fast; — 
Win: — 
Buy:- — 
Wet: — 
Sick: — 
Full:~ 
Love; — 
New: — 
Heavy: — 
Open: — 


Answers may vary 
Time limit 2 mins 

paauSj 'pjo 'aim 'Xiduu HaM '.Ijp 
IIM ‘MO) 'MOp “I^MM ‘)I^U MIX>d '|>U 'JntM 'SVIlll 
IHU 'pvq ‘MO| 'npi 'qunm uioitoq oi dot .<)4A(iMdu)| 
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LImelIS 

THE RIGHT DKECnON 

/ic brought art cinema in India to life tvith Ankur, and now Shyam Senegal is all 
set to release his netvfilm, Sardari Regum. reportsVaishali Honawar 

''lery relax- little table in one comer of the room makers use. Films like Ankur, Man- 
ing about being with Shyam are posters of TTrc MakitiK of the than, Nkhant, Sura/ ka Saatoan Ghnda 

Benegal Perhaps, it is the Mahatma, his ambitious venture on the which are ail about exploitation, hel- 

way he talks, with an ease ot lile of the young (landhi, the loose ples.sness, anger spiralling out of con- 
iTiiXniicr which dlmost mdkos you (or- ends of which he is busy tyinj* up. Irol Uut despite th^ 55 <? violent oino- 

get that you are silting with the man 'Articulate, intellectual, involved...' lions, what aimes through is Bene- 

who made Indian audiences take cine- such words are often used to describe gal's sensitivity as a film maker and a.s 
ma .seriously Pcrhap.s, it is the ax>l, Benegal and he is doubtlessly all ol a man who can's deeply about the sub- 
la/y ambience of his simply but these. But there is something more to jects he handles, 

tastetully-appointed offia* which him which is not as easily describt*d. There is too his tremendous versati- 

stands on one of the messiest mads in Gentle, pt'rhaps, is the word that com- lily. The man who starlet! hi.s career 
Bombay city. es closest, and then it is nut a desenp- with the sensitive Ankur went on to 

Book cases line one wall of the tion must critics ol his films would handle with equal fines.se .such diverse 

riHim, reflecting his eclectic tastes and agrc'e with. For there has been nothing films as the biographical Bhumika, the 
eye for detail, there an* volumes on gentle about his films, each one a stark epic-scale lumwn, the humorous 
Nehru, on cinema, on Bombay at>', a re-telling of the truth, a brutal narra- ManJi, the child- like CharanJas Chor 
Sanskrit dictionary, and a .sene’s of live of life as it is, without the rose- and the rather complicated Kulyu^ 
books on Hindi gcammar Above hi.s tinted lenses that most Fiindi film Not to mention the many tele-'ierials 

Shyam Benegal 





A still from Gaman 


he brought to our living nxmis, includ¬ 
ing Bhatat Fk Khoj and Yatra amuiig 
others. 

A t the moment he is putting the hni- 
shing touches to his newest featu- 


rt,' film, Sardan Begum, which is the 
story ot a Ihumri singer in old Delhi; a 
work of fiction, he emphasises at the 
.start It IS like most of his other films in 
that It aimprises a cast of relatively 
new faivs and was made on a fairly 


Farida Jalal in Mammo 


tight budget. U has a strong narrative 
structure; but then, telling a story has 
always been Brmegal's single-greatest 
passion. 

The film revolves around female 
characters, once again a Benegal speci¬ 
ality for he simply loves to go into the 
aimpiexities of a woman's character, 
plumbing its depths as he explores her 
relationships. "But it's not as if 1 want 
to always present women as victims," 
he says, "There is something very inte¬ 
resting about women, particularly in 
India, because the social pressure on 
them is so much more than on men 
due to the way Indian sooety is What 
1 intend to show is the ability of wom¬ 
en to handle the situations they have 
been placed in." 

Sardari Begum then is about a classi¬ 
cal singer who finds her place in the 
sun for a brief while and then fades 
into obscurity, only to make single- 
column news when she is killed in a 
communal riot. 

"Basically it's a film about a woman 
who makes it on her own in life, about 
the kind of music she sings which is 
now on the decline. It is also about the 
world of a singer and her mlationships 
as a human b<‘i,'ig. She's a different per¬ 
son to different [XHiple and this siibjec- 







live attitudf of pi'ople is very exrilmg 
to explore m anematir terms," 
explains Benc'gal 
iTie story deveUips through a 
young loumalist who is assigm'd to 
work on Sardari Begum’s story after 
her death. As .she interviews people, 
including the singer’.s hu.sband, her 
daughter, her rt'latives, her first 
patron, the music cx*mpaiiy and tfic 
dm'ctors who gave her an opportuni¬ 
ty tf< record, the narrati ve leaps back¬ 
ward and forward in timi*. 1 ater, the 
journalist discovers that Sanian 
Begum hai^cfually l>een her aunt and 
was kept away^rom the family tor ha v- 
ing bmken tlie code of honiiui by beco¬ 
ming a .singer Thi.s new bond, so to 
say, further involves her in the story. 

Sardan Begum, a.s a twnager, is 
played by debutant actress Sniriti Mi.s- 
Kra, while her older version is fxirlray- 
ed by Kiron Kher, wile of actor Anu- 
pam Kher Bajina Kajbisanya, another 
new face, plays the joumaiist w'hile 
SurekliiiSikri, who has worked with 
Ek^negal in Mamnio, plays Sardari's 
music teacher I’hc only star in the cast 
IS Ainnsh Puri, an old Benegal favou¬ 
rite, who plays Sardari's first patron 
After Bhumika and Mandi, this is 
Bcnegdl's third film where music 

Neena Gupta in Sura/ KaSatvan Ghoda 


plays a prominent role. While his 
other films have made use of some 
hauntingly beautiful melodies, as in 
Manthan, the music has bei*n there 
strictly to enhance or supplement the 
narrative "I do ust.' songs in my films, 
but not to punctuate dramatic or com¬ 
ic sequences, the way most Hindi 
films do 1 am concerned with the nar¬ 
rative elements and other aspects 
which in iny way ot thinking are more 
interesting." says the film maker. 

The film's music—light classical - 
has been composed by Vanraj Hhalia 
and the lyrics are by Javed Akhtar 
rherean- nine songs in the film, includ¬ 
ing a couple of t/ivmr/s. 
rhe sciei’npliiy of Sardtin Bcgimi has 
bwn wrillm by Khakxt Mohamod 
who also wrote the sm-enplay of 
Manmio, another film by Bimegal 
which was .screened at the Bombay 
Inteniational Film Festival last year 
Interestingly, Mcihamed, who is the 
editor oH'ilnifttre, has in the past been 
rather heavy-handed in his criticism 
of Benegal's films. But that ohviouslv 
do*?sn’t bother the film maker who, in 
fact, seems to find the whoU' thing 
quite amusing. "It's true that he has 
b»H'n very critical of my films, bill 1 
don't worry," he laughs "I don't auto¬ 


matically become an enemy of all the 
pc^le who criticise my work." 

Tne story is based in the mtduiUas of 
old Delhi and old Agra but Senegal 
has .shot it entirely on location in Bom¬ 
bay's Film City, using elaborate sets. 
Financed by Plus Filins, it is almost 
complete now and is expected to be 
released by the end of April. 

O ne of Benegal's greatest successes 
as a filmmaker is the fact that he 
has managtxl to get people to actually 
go to cinema halls to watch serious 
film.s, though certainly not in the large 
numbers that mainstream cint>ma 
draws But unlike other serious film¬ 
makers, he IS not complaining about a 
lack of audiena^ for good cinema in 
India 

"Then? is no such thing as a single 
Indian audience," he says "'I'he Indi¬ 
an audienix* is made up of so many dif¬ 
ferent kinds of people. But just 
because filmmakers tmd to make one 
kind ol film, it is assumed that there i.s 
only one kind of audience " 

Indian audicnees, he says, have 
b<*en foroxl to remain "in a slate of sus- 
pendixt adolesnmw It you orient 
them continuously with had anema, 
where' relationships are naive and eve 






Railt Kapur, Rageshwari and Shyam Benegal 


rylliing is n-durfd U> black and white, 
what ran you expect? Is that how life 

IS?" 

According to him die real reason 
why serious films do not suiTcetl is 
the lack of an infrastructure tor reach¬ 
ing the nght kind of audience's "In a 
ixiuntry of WU million, there are at 
least 15 million who would like to see 
my films. But how do I get to those 
people, that's the question. We liave to 
develop tiie right marketing niche, ' 
says Benegal. 

Working with stars cannot solve the 
problem for him "because their image 
creates certain expectatioas. For exam¬ 
ple, Amitabh Bachchan has the image 
of the angry young man fighting the 
ills in society. When people go to sec’ 
his films, they expect to see him in that 
role. If I present him as something el.se, 
people will not accept him So what's 
thepoint in casting a star? ' 

Tne other reason why he doesn't 
cast stars is that they cost a lot of 
money and he usually works on small 
budges- But if there were an opportu¬ 
nity, ho says, there are many stars in 
mainstream cinema sudi as Shah 
Rukh Khan, Amitabh Bachchan, 
Madhuri Dixit, Aamir Khan and Sride- 
vi whom he would love to work with. 
"But unless my film requires their star 
image, there would bo no point in my 


taking them," explains Benegal 
Though his cinema is all about reali¬ 
ty and Its shades of grey, Benegal is 
not dismissive about mainstream cine¬ 
ma, particularly such hugely sucxvss- 
ful but les.s-than-rc‘alistic films as Hum 
Aapke Ham Kuun. ! and Dtlwk Dulha- 
nii/a Le jjaayengf. "Films like HAHK 
reinforce cxrtam attitudes which arc 
necessary in the upwardly mobile 
urbancommunity of India Thisairn- 
munity is losing its traditional bear¬ 
ings and that makes them very' insecu¬ 
re," says Benegal "Films like HAHK 
and DDLJ allow you that idc’ntity with 
tradition and cuktom and make you 
feel all's right with the world These 
films tell you that you can be modern 
and have your tradition tcKi It's a (or- 
mula of a most credible kind " 

On the other hand, he fwls, senous 
cinema too has to make an effort to 
cater to audicnrice needs if it is to work. 
"Cinema cannot work if a film maker 
insists on staying in a bubble of his 
own which has nothing to do with the 
rest of the world," he .says gravely. "A 
balance has to be struck between the 
creative urge of a filmmaker and audi¬ 
ence tastes. Those films fail which do 
not make contact." 

T here have been in recent years 
such film makers as the hugely- 


succv'isful Mam Ratnam whose films 
attempt to strike a balance bctwwn 
reality and fantasy. Benegal finds Kat- 
nam very populist but also "an intellig¬ 
ent filminaker. Me has .style, credibili¬ 
ty and a sense of sty’le. He knows how 
to gel to the audience mindfully, not 
mindlcs.sly He has learnt his lessons 
well, as Hollywood has " 

But on the whole, he feels, cinema in 
India has not really evolved "Then* 
was a time when people made films 
with soaal content, films which wciv 
closer to the soil. In the past, each stu¬ 
dio had its own particular type of film, 
W.idia Men ietone made stunt films, 
fkihrab Modi made historicals. New 
'Iheatres made films with scwial con¬ 
tent, Sagar Movietone made fanta¬ 
sies. " explains Senegal "But with the 
breakdown of the studio system every ■ 
one is just getting into ways ot making 
a fast buck There is no longer any c rea¬ 
tive control. Evc*Ty thing'.s come dorni 
to simple supply and demand ” 

But he, tor one, i.s going to n’litiniic 
making films his way. There an* sevc^ 
ral projects he has in his mind — ' each 
one a dream prefect" — and he is 
going to work on thi*m as and when 
the money a»mes in. Shyam Benegal, 
for one, is not going to lose his grip on 
reality. ■ 







KJ.AU^OmKANNANmM 

land gridd>er^fedtuingto ruhble ^^^oiauiborked 

heads an NGO, Jamshakti, wkkh ai0 tofigfd cdrruption. He is idsolknmm fphdf)Sj^^ % lie 
Uteraqf programme in Kotta^am,the f^tiofU)n in Iraia to do so. • ' 


YATlut b your idea «f pcffM 
V V happiness? 

Chilled beer in Delhi summer 
afb?r a hard^ay's work. 

What is yonrjbstfst fear? 

To be foi^goiten by friends. 

Who or what has bmn the greatest 
inflttefKC in your life? 

John F. Kennedy, 

Who or what has. 
been ^ gxeatest 
influence th 
your life? 

John R Kennedy 


What do you dislike most in 
others? 

Selfishness. 

What do you dislike nw*st fh 
youfseli? 

My singing. 

Whal is your most precious 
possession? 

My self-respect. 

What objects do you always cany? 

My gun and my ego. 

%Vhat makes you mo^ dep re sse d ? 

The .state of affairs in this country. 
What do yon dislike most on your 
appearance? 

I love everything about my 
appearance. 

What is your Eavourite word? 
IhanM. 

What is your favourtte journey? 

Back to my village. 

What is your favourite dream? 

To run this country in 2006 AD. 
What is your ui^tmaK? 

that somebody may kidnap my 
sons. 

What or who is fl>e gr e at e st love of 
your life? 

My dreams. 

What Is your source of rirafemmec? 
1)^ iuher wdf. 

Ott Whit oecashms do you He? 

Wheh £t 4o«i not hurt. 
rnMIl W TOVjf'SPPNW nnVM 
./• rwVV. IB^PVIPQQU 



What has been your handot 

moment? 

When my sons hug me. 


What brinn Man to jwur eyes? 

Sight afpoverly. 

How do yon relax? 

At the disco. 





What dp you envy mnrt ha odm»? 

AbiUty to sing, 
liow wmikl yon Uka to b« 

r e iM B h ew a P .... 

Asanumwltoiiiada lndia ., 

dnam«.-' - 

flow unnilif filta lb' tUe? 

I'Mdw hawte 

'dirtwi.':;-■•‘s','..:::.;''':' 
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The Tel^raph 

P5TOoi?tem 


Managing Weil 

a Indian Airlines has 
come a long way since its 
tuibulent dt^s when it 
suffered phenomenal loss¬ 
es, ministerial highhand¬ 
edness and was run by an 
igh 


it has become everyone's 
favourite domestic carrier; 
competing with other jni- 
vate airlines which ate 
employing varicnis tactics 
to woo passengers. 

The latter may boast of 
special on-board facilities 
but most of the time they 
ate not up to the mark. 
Also the arrival and 
departure timing.s are not 
always correct. 

Debabrata Mohnnty, 
Balasore 

Bf The cover story eulo¬ 
gised Probir Sen as the 
d ynamic lA chief who 
assiduously contributed in 
turning the airlines from a 
loss-making concern into 
an airline \^ch bagged 
the best domestic carrier 
award. 

This brings to mind a 
remark of mTg. Wells: "In 
the country of the blind, a 
one-eyed man is the 
king.'^ 

Whiz-kids are non¬ 


But thariks to Ftobir 



Indian AirUnes: Grand take-off 


starters in bidia in an era 
of license, permit and 
quota raj. 


To drag in the name of a 
highly respected and glch- 
ally admired Russi Mmy 
was to bad taste. Mody's 
academic and professional 
record is impeccable: 
schooling at liarrow, 
undergraduate studies at 


BWIeire 
Indian 


tosproddof 
Aintoes, if 


■“I 





Balliol College, Oxford. 

He could nave been 
another Robert 
McNamara or Ian 
McGregor. 

Abiuliant US manager 
McGregor was hired by 
Margaret Thatcher to 
bring the ailing British 
Sted and Britim CoaJ 
to sound healdi. 

Sadly, Mody wa.s bom 
in India. 

H.B. Roy, 

Kuala Lumpur 
(Malaysia) 

0 The cover story appears 
lop-sided. The whole 
objective of the story was 
to extol the virtunes of 


Sen and denigrate others 
of consequence at Indian 
Airlines. 

Russi Mody, too, had 
paid a lot of attention to 
in-flight service, on-time 
performance, .ind disd- 

E line, and his efforts did 
ear fruit. 

Ishita Dull, 

Jamuheilpvr 


Si Probir Sen’s real credit 
lies in challenging tfie 
agitations of the mdian 
Airlines pilots who were 
making unreasonable 
demaims. 

Sumil Banerjee, 

Calcutta 



PAGE 4 

THERE WAS a time when Bombay actors and 
actresses had little backgrounds, family or edu¬ 
cation, to recommend themselves. But today, 
they come from upper-middle class, it not rich, 
families and are educated and .speak excellent 
English. 


SKf HONS 


16 TIMETABLE 

20 INNER EYE 

21 JUNIOR WHIRL 

22 COMICS 

26 PANOR.AMA 
30 FIR.ST PERSON 


Raveana Tandon 



Cover story 




Ihesedays, most Hindi film hetxK<sand 
heroines are both rich and hip, and come from 
the must respectable of ^ckgroumh: 

LataKhubchandani re[x>rts 

PITY I’OOR MAMTAKUI.KAKNI! Sf IE HASONLYTO APPEAR 
on the sets for her co-stars to snigger behind her back, 
make her the subject of the most nasty practical jokes, 
and make fun of everything from her accent to her clo¬ 
thes. 'fhe word heard most often at these times is 
"vem". An abbreviated form of "vernacular", it is used 
to sum up Ms Kulkarni, who never went to convent (or 
public) school, doesn't know Tom Cruise from a Tom 
Collins, and speaks English with a ghati accent. 

If this ribbing was good-natured and just restricted to 
the odd remark about how Mamta pronounced 
"beaches" so that it sounded like "bitches", it could 






hnvf been posMble to iJistnLss it as part 
ol the customary horseplay that takes 
plaa' on the sets. But nt), there is an 
edge to this attack, and Mainti ls left in 
no doubt itlvHit the fact that she is the 
odd one out in a club of insiders. 

Whili* this can't bt> too ginxi for 
Mamta's morale, it's n<»t re«tlly M.s 
Kulk<inu s Itx'lings that is of the greatest 
imjxirtarKX.' hem Wliat is tar more 
relevant is what such incidents h*!! us 
about the changing character of the film 
industry itself. 

( kine am the da)rs wlien girb—and 
Uiys— frornlpwet middle-class 
backgrounds, with little or no 
nlucation to bcwst of. entered the film 
industry. When women such as Nargis 
and Madhubala, who origin.ited from 
the kotlia, became the’ foremost actresses 
of their time. And when Dharamendra, 
a larmer's son fmm I’unjab, created 
box-oftiiv magic with his brawny gixKi 
kxiks. 

Today's stars aiv different For the 
most part, they aime from moneyed — 
or at Icxist, upper middle-class — 
backgrounds, tht*y have been educated 
in the best of schools (even if most did 
drop out in eigth grade), and like most 
nc'h teenagers tcxiay swisir by such 
brand names as I,eMS jeans, Armani 
jackets, and Calvin Klein aftershave 
Tliey are more comfortable speaking 
Fnglish rather than Hindi Oience the 
digs at the hapless Mamta), have to 
learn Urdu at special classes so that 
tlicy can enunciate their dialogues 
properly, and join acting classes I 
so that they can dance liki' (lovinao-^^ 
rather than Patrick Swayze 

It's not really relevant whether they 
are from fdmi families or not; though, to 
be fair, most are. Right from Kajol and 
Tich, Kari.sma Kapixir, Twinkle, 

Ravemna Tanclon toSnif Ah Khan and 
Bobby Deol, they all cxinsider films to 



be a family business. The Sunil Shettys 
and Shah Rukh Khans, who were not 
evem ttmgentially as.'sociated with the 
industry, are rare. 

But what is important Ls that all of 
them come from the same kind of 
background: rich. Westernised, and 
very, very hip. Even ten years ago; their 
parents would have refused to let their 
sous and daughters enter films— no 
matter that they had made their livings 
from that very industry. Movies were 
regarded as a big, bad world, from 
whicli the young and innoamt had to 
be shielded. WTien if came to the next 
gencTation, il was eitht*r business or 
law, medicine, or some such other 
noble profession that wa.s required. 

No longer. Ttday, Kandhir Kapoor 
happily sits back and watches his 
daughter Karisma execute a 
bump-and-grind routine to Stirkai/r hyn 
khaliya, producer Itivi Tandon gives his 
daughter Raveena all his support in her 
film career, and Rajesh Khanna happily 
waddlt^ on to stage to prest^nt hLs 
daughlerTwinklean award for thebtst 
ncwxomer of the year Sharinila 
Tagoiv's son, Saif, enters the movies 
alter being sent to that most tony ol 
public schixils, Wincht'stei in 
England And Bobby Deol may 
lixik like an Italian stud, but it's the 
Bombay film 
industry he wants 
to conquer 
Savs I'aran 
Aiiarshof InU. 
Cfindc, "I he lad th.it 
pev>ple from gixxl 
amilit's— - Ixith within and 
without the industry' - - an' 
entering is a he.ilthy sign. 
Earlier, moi'ies u.sid to tx' 
Uxikid down upon; but 
these days they an* 






mofher - his on ir cV. • ^ ^f’sf his 

d«ided k) movp Piirent— 








t>nly tangentially, he is Chunky's 
bnMher. 

I’or the most f.i<irt, Sh.'*i Kukh i*< just 
like anv other young pmfessn mal. t le I 
fould just as easily a uirporate ! 
lawyer, a charten-d aixountant, I'ven if j 
he i*- an iiKTt'dibly good -lixiking one 

Sunil Shettv, on th€’ other hand, is an 
entmpreneur along with Ix'ing a hen' 
TlieShettys are restauranteurs and own 
a boutique. Mischief, in Fkimbtiy, and 
Sunil IS still very involved in these 
enterpnses For tnni, films are at best, 
jiisf anothei rartvr option. And even so, 
Shetty lasists that he will retire as a hero 
in another tw'c> to three years I fe may 
turn producer then, if it .si'ems like a 
lucTative pnisp.’i-l, but otherwLse it 
would bi* back to bii.sini'ss 

The other Shetty of filmland, ‘■ihilpa, 
also comes f mm a business family And 
while .she may announce that she will 
not rest until she is numb«.»r one in the 
indu.slry,Sliilpa shimbUsf into films 
only by accident She was trying 
desperately to nvaice it as a ni< del, and 
was turned down by every agency 
because she wasn't l onsidered 
goixf -looking emiugh. 

When nothing .seemed to work, 

Shetty decided to try her luck in the 
movies. Her mother was there to 
support her all the way, even 
am>mpanymg Shilpa on to the sets, 
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and i*x)n Iiaiizi)(ur had made Shetty a 
recognisable face. Of late, Shilpa's 
ranvr has ground to a halt, but Shetty is 
tar rrom worried. After all. she ctiuld 
always complete her management 
course and join the family bu-sincss 
Even lugal Hansraj, wlio first 
aclucved fame as the child adonn 
Shekhar Kaptxir's Maaocmi, says films 
an* only one option opni to him, not his 
eutin'lifc "I m inli'rested in 
photography and have even studied 
It," he says. "1 was thinking of a career 
in advertLSing, but when the 
opportunity to act came, I was only tixi 
happy to take it." 

A mong the heroines, Manesha 
Keirala is as far minoved from 
filmlarxi as you could pccssibly 
imagine A member of the Koirala 
family, which has givcm Nepal a Pnme 
Minister and is part of the elite in that 
country, Manlsha u.scxJ to visit India 
tjuite oVten But films only fx>came an 
option when ^kibhashCIhai offenxl to 
launch her in Sauda^ur. 

To this day, Manisha considers 
hcTself a cut above such other heroines 
as Mamta Kulkami and' Jrmila 
Matondkar, who dem't tome from as 
up-market a backgmund as her. Unlike 
most f findi film heroines of yester-year 
who disguised their mm and whiskey 



in Cokes, Manisha makes no sevretot 
the fart that she enjoys a drink. Aixi like 
any other IilxTated voung woman in 
her twenties, she has had her share of 
affairs, all of winch she readily admits 
to. 

As dix** PcKija Uliatt. Daughter of 
Mahi'sh, the man who lovi*s to shix’k, 
Pooja epitoinisi’s the New Woman. 
When she was m love* with Kamal 
Sadanah, she moved m with him, not 
worrying for an instaiuv as to what 
pieople- -and the gossip magazines ■ 
would say. When her fancy hit upon 
Bobby rX*ol, she walked out on 
Sadanah. Then, Bobby began spending 
all his time (this was before Paivaat) in 
her house, even though his orthodox 
family di.sapjirovid heartily of Pixjja. 

But even Dcol didn't last for long. 
PtKija, whose attention span apjx'ars to 
be as short as her hair, stxm turned her 
sights on Sohail (Salman Khan's 
younger brother) and Bobby was 
history Tiday, Shall is very much a 
member of the Khan hmist>hold, even if 
it is without the beni*fit of marriage, and 
kiH-ps up her 

smoking drinking-daix'ing lifestyk* 
with nary a care afxiut what the bad 
publicity will do to her. 

Kajoi i.s another one who dex'sn't cart* 




•iboiil .ippiMr,ina‘.s I'lit' lir'st-born ot 
lciiui|>i .mil Mukhrq<‘«', slu* is 

ii(>t ibi' stiili 1)1 which Flindi him 
hi'iMim-s vvi'n thoiwhl lo he made 
ot she JiM'sn't \\a\ ht'i tippej hp 
runs around without make-up most 
ut tliv' time, uiMi's i^IasM's when she's 
oN-tMmera, .ind spt'nds her spare 
nuimen!'. on ihe sets reading a hook 

I.viMi hi t rel.itionshjp with Ajay 
1 tevgan has bei’n corulueted on lairlv 
iinioiner.lional lines Rather than 
hiding liiiii as most actresses would 
ha\e done lini vears agiv K.i)oi came 
I le.in with her leehngs tor him Not 
|us| that, she even cuddled up to him 
.1 lei shootings, bliss!ully 
unconcerned .ibout who might be 
watching And when she was 
iresented with the Filmtare award 
or best at evss, the first perscm Kajol 
thanked was lier boyfriend, Ajay. 

L ike Kajol, I Winkle, too, is a child 
ot the lilm industry But her 
paients had little thought of her 
joining movies when tney sent her 
oft to boarding school in Panchgani 
aflei they split up But like most 
induslrv brats, n<» soone»- was 
'IWinkle back in Bombay than she 
was dreaming of films, tilms and 
films 

If Raj Kapoor had been 
confronted with a daughter who 
wanted to be an actress, he would 
have probably reacted by marrying 
her on to the richest industrialist he 
could rustle up in a hurry. But 
Kajesh and Dimple reacted 
diucn’ntly. Khanna, who had 
R'solulely retused to lot his wife act 


, in movies .itter he married her, 
amuiimced that he would back 
' Twinkle all the wav. And kanadia 
(who has long been invob'ed with 
Sunny) helf'ed launch her daughter 
in a Deol homo pmdiiction with 
Bobbv 

Not that the KapcKirs themselves 
are slicking to Raj//s views on this 
matin His elder .son. Rancihir. tor 
instance, took the bit betw'een his 
, tei'th w'hen daughter Karisma 
decided to enter films Si'parated 
I from his wife Babita, R.'iidhir didn't 
have much control on his ilaughlei's 
I actions anyway But it is unlikelv 
‘ that the tilm industry would have 
, welcomed Kan.sma with open anns. 
It her father had made clear that he 
; disapproved of her ambitions 

But Raiidhii had no intention ot 
j doing any such thing He was there 
I to give tip.s to his daughter all 
i through the .shooting ot her first 
film, and was present at Ihe 
i pnmiiere along with Babita, both 
'• very much the proud parents And 
neither Randhir nor Babita have 
■ batted an eyelid even when their 
; daughter has perfonned the most 
I pmvocative of danct's, no, not even 
when they \'erged cm the \ ulgar 

I 

! Director Ravi Tandon offered the 
i same behind-the-scenes support to 
hks daughter, Raveena, thc'ugli he 
! didn't launch her in a home 
j production as say Dharamendra did 
1 for his two son.s, Bobby and Bunny. 

I And Tandon. who was eailier 
I reviled for her fat thighs and puppy 
! fat, soon hit the big time with Moha, 
! and is today knorvn as the M/i.sf mast 


girl even though she hasn’t had a hit 
foi a long lime 

But Raveena at least was 
conn<‘iled with the- film industry 
Ak.-h.u Kumar, with whom her 
name has been frequently linked, 
wasn't Having led a peripatetic life, 
which included stmts in Bangkok 
(whore he worked as a waiter) and 
in Calcutta (when he was the 
glorified peon in a lij\el agency) 
Akshay or Rajiv Bhatia as he w'as 
then, arri\ed in Bombav, trying to 
figure out a way to nmke a hying. 

1 le began as a photi'gr.ipb.er's 
assistant, hut his good looks soon 
brought him modi'lling otters. Once 
his portfolio was respectable* 
enougli, Aksba\ decided to try his 
luck m tilm-'. aftei all, he d tned 
everything else And much to hi.s 
suipri.si' and everyeme else's he 
soon became the he-n throb of the 
masses 

Bol then, with his designer jeans 
and sweatshirt, rippling muscles 
acquired after hvHir-loiig work-outs 
on the )uhu beach, and his 
international background. Akshay 
epitomises stardom tod.iy .As does 
bait, with his English ediic.ition and 
his Ndwabi backgioiind Ch even 
Kansma, who's happiest in the 
Harvov Nichols department store, 
splurging on such Italian designers 
as Ciorgio .Armani and Dolte and 
Ciabbana. 

The li.n s of the Nfadluibalas, 
VVaheeda Rehman and Oilji Kumars 
are Ii»ng ovei I oiig live the T’ inkles 
and tlie Kajiils ■ 









XTRACT 


Reconstructing the 

SCANDAL 


A ugust 1^3 It vvjs |ust .1 mouth ago, that 
Viiaya Kama K.k> had taken i>\'ei as the 
Dtrwtor t)l CoTitral Bureau of 
Investigation from a dappcT Vi|ay 
Karan 

An officer ol Indian I’olici- Service, 
Andhra Pradesh cadit", V’ljaya Rama 
Kao, came to Delhi with a big 
reputation While he had nti l.■^pcnenoe 
<i| working in the CBl, he had acxjuired 
investigative expcnence in the stati- 
t.’ID The two sltongesf points in his 


favour wen* that ho was a man of very 
high integrity and that he had the Otir of 
Prime Minister P V. Narasimha Kao 
Another great advantage (or him was 
that he had not lx“an posted in I X'lhi in 
the past, he was in Albert Camus' 
words, the classic ( )h/s-h/(7 

Oie day he came across a sketchy 
report <ihout the 'fain hawala scandal' 
and how the CBI had bivn sitting on it 
tor the last lwi> years Vijaya Rama Kao 
was outraged I l<*did not know w'hat 


CBI Director, Viiaya Hama Rao, leaving Supreme Court after the hawala hearing 


^-1 ncLC hx>k hy 
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traces the histofy 
of the haivctla 
affair 
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tho iiowspajM’rs w'cn> ryU'rnnf; to I Jo 
was also furious with hisofticors for not 
tolling him alKiul tho soi'indal. 

That day tis sikiii ,i.s ho roji.hod his 
olfiiv in ihi C'CK.) ooniplox ho U-gan 
inforniiilly asking Ins officors about tho 
scandal Most of tlio officors toignod 
ignor.inco Tho memory ot O I* 
Sharma's oxit from tin- agoiicv in 
unsavoury' circumst.'uicos was still 
fresh in thou minds Thi'y know that 
hawala was bad nows and it was hotter 
to stay away tiom it 

An cxasfioratod \'i)aya K.ima Rao, 
called a nn.vtingol all lhosoin<'i officors 
and asked thorn what they kn<*w about 
tho St) lallod 'Jain hawala scandal' In 
bits and jiioios inlonntition bi’gtin t() 
flow in Vi)ava ftaina Rao w'anlod to 
know tho status ot tho diary. I lo was 
intoriinsl thiit lam's diato was a part ot 
the* I ourt records aiul O v\ as safely lying 
m a brown [lacket m mialkhiinu 
Avanvd ot the tiitl that ihediarv was 
sate, Vijava Ram.i Riio I now th.it tho 
lase Could be r•‘consfl ucled 11<‘ alsi) 
w.inted lokivw whetherSutendor 
Jain's statement hatl bivn recorded. 

The Din'otor was told .iboiit the 
oxisloncoot tile OP Sharma hribety 
case and how Jam was a witno's in that 
Ram.) Rao was also informed that they 
did not want to mb Fain on tho wrong 
sido, lost hob»‘iam«" hostile 

Viiaya Riim.i i\.;o s.iw through their 
ilofen.si-ot in.ulion ol nu'ie than two 
years, and got dowii !<• work Rao 
earned on with the meeting till well 
ovoi midnigJit alter ho had undorsUnid 
tho nuances ol the case 

The hawala scandal was hando'd 
ov«*r to Amod K.mth, another high 
protiie policeman from L>olhi cadre 
Kanth tot>k tho case after the diarv' was 
retrieved from the roa*ssr*s of the CBl. 

After tho press oonforenio by Ram 
Jothmalani, a public interest litigation 
was filed in the bupiome C ourt The 
petitioners behind tlic PH. wore Vineot 
Narayan, Kaiender Pun, Kamini 
Jaiswaland Prashanl Bhu.shan The 
law'yer for the petitioners was Anil 
r)ewan. 

Dew an who had lit do evperienct» of 
such matit'rs was recognised a.> a man 
of integrity. J Iis sfH'cialisation may 
have bwn company matters, but this 
did not stop him fn>m pvftting up a 
spirited pi‘rfarmance when the matter 
came up at the admission stage in front 
of the Suprente C.oun. The bench had 
(Zhief Justice, Venkatachalliah and 
Justice S I’. Bharucha. Anil Dt>wan in 
his petition had taken the help ot the 
evidence gamen'd through newspaper 
rcTOrts (specially Blitz, August 10, 
tsfel) and the video tape made by . 




Vmeet Naray<wi. 

The petitioners wantexi their petition 
to be investigati'd in ai t ordance with 
law. Besides appointing a special 
pro.seciiter tind biKiking the guiltv in 
the case, the PfL .ilso wanted the aiurt 
to ensure the sealing iind smiring of 
pinu'hmunms and all seized articles and 
documents, from the aforesaid four 


I lams spt’vially the book-- ol a)., ounts 
i dianesand Kh'sc documents fheril 
also pleaded tliat the js'lu* dun in 
whii n the prelmnn.in inteir.\ga(i.‘Ti of 
) K lain, from who.se house di.m-'s h.ul 
bei’n svMZcd, shiuild aKo be taken into 
possession. 

rho Supreme Court askei.! the 
petitioners to amend then I’ll .md 
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JusUce Venkatachalliah 


come bark. ITie pages of Jain diaiy and nPhe CBI had been sent into a tizzy by 

a few respondents were removed. The 1 the Supieme Court order Most of 

revised PIL was pi e^^nted in firont of the senior officers were divided about 

the Supicnu Court on December 15, how they should tackle the situation 
1993. justice Bharucha, who had a close The PR- nad given them a fair idea 
look at the PlI. wa.s dcslurliod by the about the extent of understanding of 
suggestions that [ain'.s statement had the petit. mers. Thev were dehnilely 
not been rcc»>r'.lrd aftei th*' raid in May nc*t being themsel\resc>nmereiv 

, newspaper reports or a vidra cn.s,sette, 

Tne SC which began in a They had a lot more Even Vijaya Rama 

conseni'ah w tnsnion* sskt.ni the CTB] to Rao w^nteci over^'thing to be jrivon to 

turnish its reply to the charges levelled the court. 

against it in fho petition It also wanted The counter affidavit fi led by the CBI, 

the docximents, if they had indcxid bcx*n by and large, endorsed the litany of 
recovered from Jain's house, to be put allegaHons levelled in the Public 
in a sealet! cover and made .nvailable to Interest LitigaUon. CBI tied itself into 
the court. The petitioners could see knots when it told the court that they 

light at the end of the tunnel. had tried to intermgate Surender Jam 


and J.K. Jain, but they avoidixi to 
appear before them and even went 
abroad The CBI could secure their 
presence only in September l‘t93, 
through the immigration authorities It 
was as clear as day, that the CBI had 
stirred only after Jethmalani addressed 
his press conference Bui the admission 
by tne CBI, that then* was a diary and 
the coded entne.s, .signified a major 
improvement on what was earlier 
being palmed off as truth. The battle to 
take the matter to its logical cxindusion, 
had just begun 

The CBI in its counter affidavit lent 
ainsiderable cn*dibility to tlie diary. It 
revealed tliat S.K. Fain had taken the 
plea that the payments had been made 
from the proceeds of black money 
generated by his «»mpany. fain, by 
taking this line, did not want punitive 
achon agairust him.s<.'lf under Porcign 
Exchange Rcgulahon Act I'FFRA) 

J.K Jam, his employee, had told the 
Income Ta' Authorities that Rs 58 ^ 
lakh in ca.sh and R.s 10 5 lakh in Indira 
Vikas Patr.i w,is his black inonev The 
CBI affidavit dul not throw anv light 
about how I K lain generated Midi 
huge miMiK's, it also ilid not sho'v how 
Surender lain ix>untenancLxl Ins 
employ w making so much ot money. 

Surender Jain told his inquisitors, 
that the entru-s had been mad<> by J.K 
Jain at his behest Flie CBI was very coy 
about revealing the identity of those 
who figurt'd in the dairy as codes This 
was in spite of the fact, that the names of 
those who had received money from 
Fain had been bandied around in tht‘ 
Press and there had bix'n no denials 

The pc'tihoners continued to punch 
holes in tlie defense put up by tne CBI. 
The counter affidavit menhoned the 
fact that even though the story had 
appeared in Blitr. on August 10,1991, 
the agency had done practically 
nothing. 'The counter affidavit also 
alleged that an attempt is being made to 
help Jam wriggle out of TAD A. FERA 
and the application of COFEPOSA. 

CBTs initial diffidence to follow up 
on the ca.se was slowly giving way to 
greater purpo.se. Amod Kanth, 
trnvelk*d Uilxmdon m April to record 
Mohini jam's sl.itement Miihmi 
brought up ihe I oiulon link of the 
hawala chain Mohmi refused to offer 
much help luid the CBI found it difficult 
to est.ibli.sh dual criminality. Even in 
Dubai, where they had gone to examme 
Tarikbhai, the CBI team did not meet 
with much suca*ss and came back 
disappointed. 

S urender Jain was busy m a dama^ 
control exercise. He was meeting nis 
friends in the government who had 




VIneet Narayan (top) and Rajender Puri (botow): Two of the petitioners 


some JCCC5SS U> I’riiru- Munster i’ V 
Narasimha Rao This had Ihvoiym* a 
pattern of sorts for the fiarassod Jains 
VVhoncver the rase ramc on for hi-anng 
in tire Supreme Court, or. there was a 
flurry of activity, they miiild go arotmd 
building support for their cast* 

Jain also displayed mvirai 
indignation wnen criminality was 
attributed to their business activitii's. 
Jain even wrote a letter to Madhu 
Limaye, the veteran s»-tialist leadci, 
clantying his position on payments to 
Bhartiya Janata Tarty leader, I. K 
Advani. I.imaye in a well argued piecr* 
in Mainstreaw had liiikevl the payments 
to politicians with the s«?airitj' of the 
aiuntry. 

Similarly, Jains had taken unkindly 
to representation b\' the Ceneral 
Si'cretary of the National Tliermal 
Power Corporation (NTPC) where he 
had protesk-d against the manner in 
which Jains walked into the offio’s of 
the public sector undertakings well 
alter office hours. The trade union 
leader had also alleged th.il lams never 
entered their nanu*s in the visit<>rs' 
diary The net outcome ot the 
representation was lhatSurender 
wrote a stinker to the Chiol Lxecutive of 
the company and deni.inded action 
against the office bearer of NTPC 
union His clout was evideni »\l when 
the trade union leader was transferred 
out of the unit, where he was Wwirking 

By September 1W3 Surendirr was 
hopeful that botli the courts imd the 
agency would take a lenient view 
towards him. His powerful patrons 
had assured him that it was a matter of 
time before his misery ended 
The SC bench presided by Chief 
Justice Venkatacnalliah kept tabs on the 
progress made by the CBI Tvi-rytime 
the matter came up tor heanng in the 
SC, it genc'rated considei.ible 
enthusiam, but the court could not 
break the inipas.so Arounii the month 
of OctolxT. the SC bench ot Chief luslice 
tirst reveak*d its tliinking on the matter, 
when they began talking ot handing the 
matter to the special pnisi'i'iitin or a 
retirctl judge 1he petitioners had their 
own views about it The st.ileinale 
continued Soon duel jie-ii. e 
Venkatachalliah retiied ilie nt-\l lime 
the scandal came tor Jiearing, then w.is 
a remarkable change in circiiinsiana*s. 

T he case found itsell in the K'hlH of 
Justice J S \'erni<i lusf u e s 1* 
Bharucha and Justue S'li lustuv 
Verma who had .1 n'}''utaiu)ii !i ii Ivuig 
a tough im-nonsensi' jiidgi’ 
immediately took charge ot tiie e.ist’ he 
wa.s outraged by the manner in which 
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OJI wjs pt.Tifivin^ thf hn^valj srand.il 
Wlwt t<H)k thf apfx ii>u>t's poat was iho 
niantuT ui vvhali Iht- t'BI h,»d 
omployi’d chial ^•liUKlards to trtMt thf 
ovidcni'f that it had i't»ll«-i1ed in tiu- last 
f(.'w years lliecv'urt ft'lt that ewn a 
“tluuu'iiai would do a ht'Uor (oh" 

" I hc*re IS .soun'thin^ mtieii in the Slate 
ol Denmark", is how the three judges 
le.irted U» the CBl's handling ot the ease 
The attitude that the bench adopted 
during this hearing put the leai ol God 
in tlie CTj] Sciitliing m their remarks, 
the SC UTith said. "It we are meant 
only for punishing yvople tor pi'ttv 
oftenses and letting people wnosjit'nd 
lakhs iFn birlhdai s gii seott-tnv, w'o had 
better rlosi* down the I'ourt.s" lustice 
Verma said, "It is hard to believe that 
one can perpetuate siuh a fraud and get 
awa\ with it " The tough judge felt that 
thi Jams were too hot Kt be handled and 
the onl\ w'av to kis-n them quiet w'as to 
alloiv tlnein to do what thev' wanted to 
rhi- Supreme Court’s comment si-nt 
shiH'kwaves in the government ihe 
CRl director, V’ljaya Rama Kao also 
eoLintenarux'd the changed 
circun'islitn''es and was bracing iij’ fiir 
the worst. Tire .Supreme Court was not 
fmislu'd with the investigating agenev 
Tlie hearing wasealli'd me next dav 


K. '“''f'*-..’ 





Jt'-.. -s ... s . 


\\ 

l' ^ \ 

; a v; 




\ . i 

Balram Jakhar; Another accused 


The judges made it clear that they 
would notsit idle and allow the 
goveniment to carry on with its 
busine.ss of 'cover uj’’ "CVie thing is 
eletir, and beyond doubt tt\.ii there have 
In'en significant periods ot inaction 
Who IS responsible is a dilterenl 
vjuestion". said \ernia lleluitlier 


went on to add that the cast' would be 
taken to its 'logical conclusion'. 

Now the SC deaded to have weekly 
hearings of the case. Tlic idea was to 
monitor the pnigress of the case and 
put the toot on me jx.'dal .so that the 
investigation accelerated. On 
DecemK’r 5, the Supreme Court came 
to the conclusion that there was no 
other agency which could fill m for the 
CBI They hnik an undertaking from 
CBl director, Vijaya Rama Rao, that he 
would personally' IcKik after the 
mveshgation. Another kty official 
revenue secretary, M.P. Sivaraman, 
looking after ca.ses pertaining to income 
tax and foreign exenange violations 
was also drafted into the probe In spite 
ol the tough attitude displayed bv the 
Court.s, the SC bench had a very fiigli 
regard for the two othixirs The 
countdown for Jain's conviction had 
begun 

The CBI, which now came under the 
miiToscoin' of the SC.’, had little room toi 
manipulation While the middle rung 
ofheers had thoii rt'servations about the 
casi-, Vijaya Rama Rao got dow'ii to 
giving shajie to the diktats of the SC' 

F'or almost a week, Rao equipiied 
himsi'lf witli every' asjHx't ol the case, 
.ind came to the amclusion, that the 
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hawala scandal could be seen as a case 
of corruphon. This line of action was 
zeroed upon, after the CBI came to the 
inclusion, that they could not make 
much headway if the foreign angle 
continued to take piecedcnce over the 
issue of bribing public serv'ants. 

A special team was formed under the 
Special Director, Amod Kanth, DIG, 
was expected, to do the bulk of the job. 
The C’Bl discovered a truth which was 
always known to those who mattered 
in the capital. The premier 
investigation team found that Jam was 
an agent of some foreign companies, 
and therefore he had something to do 
with the award of contracts in the 
power and su’d .sectors. For the first 
time, the CBI came to hnding out the 
mvsteiy' behind the horn of plenty 
which was used foi' corrupting every 
one around 

The CBI tound that Jain's (ompanies 
had won more than 200 contracts in the 
coal, stixT and power .sector While the 
registering of Freliminaiy Knquirey 
(rF.) under the Frevention of 
Corruption Art was a major 
improvement, there wen* still teats that 
the cast:' may just l(K>se its way. Around 
this time, the CBI sent a report to tht' 

I hreclorate tif finiorcx’ment 
reeommending action against 13 
persons including b K. Jam, his 
brothers B R. Jam and N K. Jam and 
employw J K Jam All this while, the 
two .igencH's did not have the benefit of 
the statement that CBI had rca^rdtxl of 
the Jain.s In fact the Entorcement 
agencies had rearted violently, when 
they were dragged tor manif^t 




mdctivit\’m the case. The truth was that 
the CBI fiad not sent the statement of 
J.K Jam, made after the raid, to any of 
the agenaes. 

The CBI had made considerable 
progress in Imkmg Jain to the many 
deals that the government had 
awarded his companies The CBI had 
managed to acquire hies of 122 
aintracls, w'hicn the BECO and his 
other aimpanies had got 

After the preliminary investigation 
WAS over, the CBI foimd material to 
register a regular case of corruption 
against him Charges under Prcvc'iition 
At Corruption Act and FERA were 
slappcHi agaiast Jaircs. 

Vijaya Rama Rao summoned his 
junior officers and wantc*d Jains to be 
arrestt'd so that they did not go around 
tampering evidenn* Rao was told tlial 
there was no neecnl to arrest Jam as he 


was not a hardi'nisl crimina! <md he 


aiuld bc' called wheneviT he was 


necxled. Rao was not ronvinanl, Jains 


had to be arrested. ■ 


L.K. Advaiii: Caught In the.scam 
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Sketches 

SIGNIFICANT OTHER 


A better look (it the better halves 

Thi^Week: Romi Kapil Dev 



F irst achieved fame: As a 

national halo obioct well, at 
le.ist, the hall* ob|i.vt t>f 
'/ouiij; Indian female uelviw 
the aj;e of 20, when she hooKed 
Haryana hurricane', h.apil Dev 
rheir engagement pnetures- -with 
Romi looking pretty m pmk and 
sporting an cn\'i>able rtiek—made it 
le every new.spaper aiul magazine, 
and the teeni’bopper brigade wa.s 
le.ss tlian thrilled. After all, Romi 
nia\- have been presentable enough 
cis tar as Bombav lollege kids went, 
but siireh India’s foiemost all- 
roundei deservei.1 belter 
Did he? kapil eertainlv didn't think 
so I le was LleiiiK'uslv Viappv at 
having convinced Romi to take him 
on, and dearly belit ved that she was 
the bivst thing to have happened hi 
him And that s not to say that Dev's 
.standards were low, prominent 
among his earlier dales was the 
ravi.shing acire.ss, .Sarika 
So, were they well suited?: I depends 
on what you mean by well-suited 
As far a.s socio-economic 
background went, the\ were miles 


apart 

Kapil V' as the slioii ot a Uncei 
middh’-dass Puniabi Khiitri tamilv 
which dabbled in business and had 
fallen on hard tunes siiiLe his talhei' 
earK demise 11 is brothers liad 
raised him well— one of them even 

Marshneill Gavaskar; Devoted wife 


confessed th.it no matter liow hard 
times were, he alwavs i'n.sure<.l that 
kapil, the sportsman ol the tamilv, 
had enough milk to ilrink -but he 
didn't liave siuh benefits as a pubhe 
.sebool education So, hi‘ was less 
than fluent in English and very 
uncomlortiible on the cocktail partv 
circuit, ot «*\'eii al live-sfai 





" restaur.ints 

; In joke 1 hdt'kapil and tiiiothiT 
; Punjabi li-am member were .111 lour 
: 111 England, where thev would spend 
T every morning scouring llu local 
■; papers lor news irom hack home 
1 One day, they saw a headlme 
i leading. "More killed in Punjab " 

, both players were .sViocked (')ne 
i turned to the other ami asked, "Viiir, 

I //liirc (a peacock m Punjabi j nu kxioti 
\ niiini/iiii (Why did they kill the 
I peacock'?)?" 

I And what about Komi? She was the 
i quinlivssential Bombay girl, who had 
i grown up ID an affluent upper 
i middle-class household Woll- 
1 educated, poised and articulate, she 
j WMs ev'crything that Kapil was not. 

! Perhaps that was, in fact, what 
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attracted him to her. 

Yet, III some ways the couple 
appeared to be made lor each other. 
Both ol them were from good 
runjcibi stock, both subscribed to the 
same conservative family values, 
and both wore entirely committed to 
making their marriage work, no 
matter now much the cricket 
groupies wished otherwise 
Did Romi prove to be the 
regulation cricket wife?: Well, yes 
and no. She was certainly devoted 
enough to make an appoarana' at 
nearly every match that Kapil 
played; much like that other symbol 
of wifely devotion, Marsnneilf 
(Surul) Gavaskar And she would 
even accompany Kapil on some ot 
his trips abroad. 

But unlike some other wullow’ 
wives. Roini, like Sharmila Tagore 
before her. managed to carve out a 
laiecr and a persona lor hersell as 
w'ell While Shannila was one ot the 
toremost iK tresses ot her time. Roini 
took on the |ob of in.inaging Dei' 
heature.s, a sydicalion agency pait- 
owned by iier husband, and was bv 
all ai counts quite siuvi'sstul at it 
So, i.s Romi the hard-nosed 

Sharmila Tagore; Not just 
Mrs Pataudi 



Romi and Kapil Dev; From the album 



businessperson of the two?: She 
certainly more than pulls her weight 
as far as bu.siness got's, but Kapil 
appears to be the moiv driven of the 
two Ronii may hdce the 
management skills, but it is Kapil 
w'ho sus.ses out the business 
opportunities and e\ploies them to 
their mutual profit 
What docs Romi suss out?: The 
houses ot tht' rich and tamou'-, oi 
course She hosts a television 
pnigramme that takes viewer'- into 
the living rcioms ot lelebnties, and 
does quite a coinmendablo Indian 
x’ersion ot The l.itCftuh'^ oj tlir Rich 
iiml Fantous 

Is everything perfect in I’aradise, 
then?: Nc.t until reeentlv. Kajiil and 
Romi’s lasting rt.‘grol was that they 
hadn't managed to have an\’ 
c’.iildri-n of Ineir own Ri'ini had had 
se\oral miscarriages, and it wa^ 
beginning to look like the coujde 
would have to give up on their 
attempts to start a tamih 

Happy ending: Some months back 
Romi gave birth to a little girl, much 
to the surprise of the media hei 
pregn.incv had been kept a well ■ 
guarded secret .'ViiJ now, Kapil .mil 
Romi, who liai'i' iiluavs lived by the 
axiom that two is conijian\. am 
learning that tlmv makes lor 
ab.solute Wis.n ■ 
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NNEREYE 


\ Aries 

\ M-'iioh 2 1 Apiil 20 

i ' IViuli!)'.’, iM'ik mu!'l 

i I'l I I'liii'li'li tl nil 

I s. lu'.iuit (i.iini'i 

! Hr l•'lnn'>l.ltInll .il’niit 

j stnils k'-.'pnui i I'litLii-f'. 

I mmIi Inii-i^ii H'p'-nM'iii.iliv 

I lui!\ Ini.'• I'li;, ^innniiiuf-. 

! li.iin sli.i Ilk ilinnli " lltsi 
■ >|u.ii li'l will olsn li'.ul In 

I liLil'ini; ‘i^lliiif; inm'nplinii .iiiil 
I ni'i^di I)n'.ni i.ilisi' 

1 .in I ».•.(. \.'iirs.'U luisv 

; Taut'tts 

\ Apti! 21 - May 20 

I 

1 Will livl 

I ii'i’it.iii'vj In 

I t.iki nn liin wniKl 

I siiii’,li-li.iiiik‘iM\ 

I liniM'!''! il iinulil In iinuli 
i Lmlt."- In !ij\i' .ill the ‘.iippnrl 
I '.nil..Ill > ..mis . 11.11 111 -nil ni 

I bi'inn M.w 7 fin in.ikn il i 

I pniiil 1.1 s.n nilisi' il.. tlm 
! inrpni iln riiiiiiil'. .llU'IItt 
j m.'nt'ims .mJ tuiiiliniis Ir.cvi'l 
I .in.I trips on (In -1 jafs 

I Gemini 

May 21 - - Junr- 20 

' nil n ill in'in p,nn.! 

.pint' I '.III. .Hill 
_ HiHi.l liMiiiit; lii.ikf 
4 mil . 1 iiiiRi ill It 
I'spi'iisi". will hi' hi.ii'i I’-iitc. I 
Vniir v’.nnJ ii.iiiU' I n‘.l lllilljp. 

IviH In'Inlliivl Xnnlil 
.'.I iUl.lllil.ilILl’ .1 Il'liiilM' pnjis III 
..nil lilt \i'ivs, \ u'Ws, 
JniuiiiL'nls uiillr.ii!-., l.'tU'is 
.itiJ uills 1 ' ill ill'. iili'ilK '.li.ijx' 
Vniii nitiiii’ l!iis unk 



Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

11 tiij;li on inniii'i 
Mil 1.11 uhirlip); 
sl.iliis ,iikI Mii.a'ss. 
lull 11 ill I'M li.iiu',!' Ini n, 
intni m.ilinn .mil im with 
I'lili-r pi’iipli' l.nii' will buist 
till' b.iiiks .mJ that shmilJ bn 
n'litiii); Vlnsl impiirtanllv 
\ nil u ill li.i\ f .1 sn.ii p si'iisn la 
iliii'ilinii .Hill niiitiv.iliiii, sn 
vil.il Inr Inuiiipli 

Leo 

July 21 — August 21 

• 'll! .innw'. pniiil In 
pirss'jii' rispniisi- 

T; lllllK, pil'Stlp,l', 

1 a.i'i'i, I'usiiii'ss atiJ 
piniossiiiii.il ti'l.ilinn.ships, 
k'.idi'iships, .Hill .ibi'ii' .ill, 
ili'.n.ilini's . 111.1 iit.iiii.ilu isstu's 
1 111 M.i\ T (iipil", bi'iiini.'s 
ii'tinn.idi', sn Ki' n vnur bnst 
slioi Him I I'.irn In ilii-i'i .in.) 
inniii .lU' vniiisi'll .mil nlhnis 
as wi'l! lll.ll 1‘. till' ki i 
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iusr2? - 


September 22 



\ I' 1 . 1 , 1 ; ilislaiiii’ I .ill 

li'tli I. t.is, miit.ii! 

I null! ini'.iii Ir.ivi'l, 
I'lnlliiii^, iliiidhirlli 
t.ishinns, innipiili'i 
prnp,raiiiminp, mllabnialiniis, 

,1 pnlitiial or .1 iharitabk' 
pri))i'L'l V. nikilip, h.ippill tni 

mil Vnur artistii anil i iillii.in 
l.ili'iils i.Hiin In itii' tnrn 
ti.liifsii.i s.ii'i. ,1 iM'i'k In iiinm 
anil i;i'l lli:n,i."s ilniii- 


I s"*». - 1 

I® 




BIRTHDAYS 


BEJAN UARUWALLA 


Libra 

I September 23- October 22 

J Vnii will ili'.ll HI 
k! wnnis as nthnrs 111 
siH.ill I'lianei' anil 
ign i’mIuiiiri' 
ri'p.iir nr li.iii rnpaiu’rl, 
mi'i liaiiii.il nb|i'i'ts I'hnaslin 
nii'iiu has uiiii|iii' pnssibilitii's 
111 li'.ins, lunits, |nmt-hiiaiH'i's 
anil publii issui's II ihi'in an* 
am Innpluili's in thn l.ni. thi'\ 
mil bf .niri'ili'il .sii w.ilk ilin 
n.irrnu path nf viitiii 

Scorpio 

October 23 - Novcmbei 22 

!' nn I Kimi’slii 

.IlllllSlllll’Ilts .111- 

pnssibli', s.) .ilsii 
Ir.iM'l Mli.iii.i's 111 all 
sni Is, that |s li.Hii simpli 
iniiipaiii.insiiip In I'labnt.ili' 
i nll.ibnTJlinns .iiul platnnu 
.idmiiatiniis ail' Inr.'inlil, ‘.lys 
t xini'sh.i I lanili'sliiii' 

.11 r.iiigi'iimills .ilsn .niiu' III lhi. 
saiim p.iiliu'r..hip biai ki l 
•Xi.ii.l iniiii'iL'ss.irv ti.i'.sl>“. 

Sagitt€irius 

Novembm 2.'l -- Dtironitier 20 

-Xtli'iilinn n vnli.'. 
inu'iil inb, Im.illli, 

k lm.iiuim; jn't. 

1)111 iiii; .Hill Si Mill;',, 
.iiiil this mil .n'llmiii' iighi 
llitniigh M.r, Vnii iniili .1 m-l! 
bn 111 a mnn.l l.i ii'plnriish V'liii 
waiilinbn Kni'iail. n aii.t ililK 
il.illviMg 111,11 ii'ii t;n wnll 
Uigi'tiinr sn, I'n lirii. nl 
pinn.isi' amt tlm il in inn.i 
ilnalm.gs 



Capricorn 

December 21 — January 19 
i riiiin tn burn Ihi' 

! W- I'.inilli' al bnth i-nds 
I'lmc .ilsn 
pai.ulnsH ally. In 
sprui’i' vniirsnlt, gn in tni 
l.isliinns, Inibli's and nvi'ii 
tads. I’hiitngiaphi, 
ni.inaj;i'mi'iit, painting, musu 
ail' .1 li'Vi limin' hnbbii's, 
wiiii'h .mild tm .i vnialinn 
MiTi ury. Ill gnnd jil.iiing with 
Vi'pluni'. trails tni’itra mirk 

Aquarius 

January 20 — F-obruary 18 

rhi' liiiiiii’liniit, 
piiipiTly, assfis in 
gi'iii'V.il s i\ shari"., 
icwi’lli'i'i, I'.’hifli's, 
ail' hiidiligliti'd tti'lp ti HU 
k I HIM n .Hill uiil.iinii i< .|U,ii li'is 
.niiii's tn ynii and ih.ii I'ii.mgi's 
I'l.Ti tliiiii; ini I'Hi i .i t si’l III 
ii.iv.'l li.n i '.1 h.iini' iw.n, 

If.ml IIIIIIII I Iii.mil's mil tiv 
In bulK .in.l , m. , nn dm' n I", 
.ibi.i'.ii i' 1 I. Ill 

Pisces 

i'ebfujiry 1'i — Marcti 2ti 

^ 1 il I' I'll' Viiu II i.i'i'. 

ilii pu/, l.'s i.il! in 




. pl.i. .' Ml Ini. 

rfir_Y*A I'piiiiiism .Hid i.iiiii 
mi! ly.'i k v niiilnis hi i .lU'-n >it 
liipiU'i Ni'pliiiu'.niiibiiia'.inii 
l.ui will .i'nii)iiiiii...ti' lyith 

\ ly lull ail. 1 I'l. .list till's 
pul \niii illi'ss,ii;i : i.li’.i'. pnii't 
nl ii'.'W au'iss h iii'l .iiiil 
Iniiinuiliiig lyill hi. uiiiisii.'Ily 
iiiipnrt.iiil I'M 11 iiiipi'iat.yi' 


April 2S: Saiiu-n trine Pluto leads tn lufipincs*. tbtnigh 
instant !.ucii,>«.s may not be- quite them. Those in dteutlcal.s, 
iDnslrurtion and arts Jo well. 

April 29: Menuf)' trine Neptune is excellent (or writers, 
te.ichers, lawyers, mosidaii.s, painters, filmstars and dirnctors. 
You wifi mime up in life wiiatever be your station. 

April .‘Jtt’ Moon triru* Urnnius will boost your earnings, make 
j you simsitive to public opinion and relationships and thusi, you 
j ivill bf populitr. 

May / ; Moon trine Vimus is a superb trine whidr leads to 
I mmforU luxuries, money, buying, selling, tewing, hinising and 


I ijveo a marriage This is a time to sl.irl cracking. Cut ycnir 
j pnorities right 

! May 2: Moi»n-Neplunc si]UHrv .speaks of tension;, and oven 
(Kjrdiological posers in ivlatioaship.s. Think st.aright, t.ilk 
staright hut expect others to be narrow-minded. 
iMitfy 5)* This full moon is well .aspt*i'tod by Jupiter, the phuict 
of money, joy, wasdom and grsid luck, and theivlii>re, tlicsi you 
will have and enjoy. 

May 4: Moon conjunction I'luto is an exceptionally powerful 
conjunction for inilu.«trial bankers, politicians, prmlucei's. 
detectives, spies, military leadei-s and corpoMie executives. 

I 



I'xiiuisitc cr.illsin.iiisliip in lntern:Uioii.il St.inii.iici 22/22 k.ir.it gold .iiicl 
dijinoiul jewellery. De.iler in precious and aslrologic.il stones. 


P. C. CHANDRA 

JEWELLERS 
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JUNIOR WHIRL HAl KALi^MAr 



HORN SWOGGLER! Two of these six horns of 
plenty look enough alike to be twins. Which two is 
for you to decide 


SUN AGE.Take a half, a third and a fourth of this 
prcleen's age, and the total will be one more than 
the age itself. What age is that? T ime- One minute 


4*1 SI Alii* tlASI .jJ .<l[^ 


WASH OUTIUnlikely 
as it may seem, each 
grouping of letters aired 
out at ri^t is taken from 
an English word. No 1, 

HTH, for instance, is 
taken from the word 
EIGHTH Just for fun, 
see if you can discover a 
source word for at least 
one of the seven Tliat's 
right, just one 

Perhaps you can do better, but bo lorewanied it is lar 
from easy 

More than one answer may be possible in some 



instances 


piri| no^ pip lo ^ vty 




FOCUS 



iRasi 


l'xi*iHeaa09 

FUSS & FEATHERS 
DRAWING CARD 
It may seem like a lot of fuss 
and feathers, but its worth it to 
sec what's hidden in the diagram 
shown. A sharp pencil and ruler 
will help. 

Begin at intersection d-D, 
draw to 9-G to 10-J, 9-I,9-J, 8-1, 
7-J, 4-G, 4-E,5-C, 4-D, 3-D. 
2-B, 4-A, 5-B, 8-B to 9-D. 

Drat/ from 6-D to 9-G, lO-F, 
9-F, 10-a 9-E. Add 10-E lo 1 l-F,. 
Add ]()-F to 1 l-F. 

Begin at 2-B, draw to 1-D.l-F, 

2- H. 4-f, 5-J, 6-1,5-1,3-(3-G Add 
1-D to 3-E, 4-F., 3-D Draw 2-H, 

3- G, 4-G- Add l-F to 4-F, Draw 
3-1 to 4-H, 5-H, 5-1,5-1,4-1. 

Add 5-F to 6-G, 6-F, 7-Ci, 7-F, 
8-G, 8-F. Draw 6-H to 7-1. Add 
7-Hto8-T. Also8-H,9..1 Add 4-A 
to 4-B. Then 4-D to 4-E. Also 3-C 
to 4-D. 

Draw small circles below 3-C 
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THE LOCKHORNS 
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A wail painting; (inset) tribal artist, Buri Bai, from Bhopal 


Panoraam 

THE CRAFT OF THE 

MATTER 

Vic i\£itioncil C'mfts Museidrn in Delhi is a shoiipiece of 
hidian creativity, reports Samita Bhatia 

B un Bai, i» Bhil trihai artist from si vi*Iy tatto»jed when she was 16,i.svisi- the next breath, sales will slowdown 
Bhopal, sits on her huninches, ►ini* the National C'ratt.s Miiieiim for as the heat intensifies. Slie much pre¬ 
working on .1 half tinished the third time. fers the w-inter. when the tourists — 

painting. A.s she painstaking And for her, at least, it h4is bi-en a spec ially foreigners- -atmc in droves. 

Iv (.olours a gargantuan reii li/ard, lucrative time. C'hunhy silver bangles Welcome to the mast active 

you can't help but watch her utter'y [angling < in her wrLst, she glechilly museum in the country. It'.sbeen writt- 

me*>inen.sc-d, as she makes her life mtormsyou that two yums bought five en about exten.sively, draws over six 

back ,it home come alive on the can • ot her painting.s just yesterday, and lakh toreign and domestic visitors into 

vas. Buri Bai, whose face was exfen- simply Itived them. But, she adds in its ethnic environs annually (and nuin- 
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bers are going up all the time). And it 
the Taj Mahal tops the list of 'must - 
see' spots on the itineraries of interna¬ 
tional travellers, the Crafts Museum 
comes a close second VIP visitations 
area)mmon ainl John Major, Miliary 
Clinton, the prince and princess of 
Japan are among tine luminaries who 
have wound their way through its invi¬ 
ting passages. 

If it lias been dubbed as the busiest 
museum in the country, it is for a gcxid 
reason. Watching the craftspersons at 
work has opened a whole new world 
for schcHil children, art students, arti¬ 
sts, designers and even the craft traile 
as a wht)le. Some 8(),(K10 students 
attend the regular creative workshops 
organised throughout the year, also 
taking help of the .speciali.sed library 
of more than 10,{XX)l)o<>ksand peruidi- 
cals pertaining to trad itional Indian tri¬ 
bal and rural arts and cultures And 
above all, crall demonstrations art* on 
throughout the year and \ isitors lan 
watch 50 master crattspcrsiins at work 
who double as folk pierformers very 
often. 

Jyotindra Jam, senior din.^ctor, 
Nahonal Crafts Museum, evpiain.s the 
piirpcise of the complex as he ha*- 
always visualisi'd it, “Whilebeing 
.somewhat hesitant to assume a con¬ 
ventional role, the Crafts Museum 
a.sks many questions of itself and 

A view of the village complex 


.strives to identify its task in a complex 
situation of Indian arts and craft liadi - 
tions," he says 

Jain explains that the I'oie colleiiioii 
of the Crafts Museum was pul toge¬ 
ther to serve as reference material lor 
the crattsmen who were increasingly 
losing touch with tlieir own traditions 
in terms ol materials, techniques, 
di*signs and aesthetics of tlieir arts and 
crafts due to the sudden changes caus¬ 
ed bv modern industrialisation. 

"Thus, it IS primarily addn.'ssed to 
craftsmen who have now bivn 
brought into a close .iiid integral rela¬ 
tionship with the Museum says 
Jam. "Their visits pri>vide them with 
the opportunitK-s to ini'ot their new 
urban patrons B«*sides, it is here that 
craftsmen feel free Un'onfine tv> their 
tradition {.n to innovate in resjrHinse to 
tlieir new contemporary 
environment." 

That's perhaps why Narain Raut of 
Orissa could be found mcvking a stunn¬ 
ing soapstone Ganesh while Ganga 
l>evi of Mithiia was paintin,* multi- 
storeyeti motor cars or scenes of a 'nde 
in a roller I■oastei'' in her paintings 
Meanwhile, Tiju Ram from Bastar 
moulded iron to make figiirim*s and 
candlestand.sand was delighted with 
the averageof Rs SlKl-TfXXl that he 
managed to earn each day 

But ManSundan Sxvami from Bika- 
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ncr rthn'J iTitire\y hitppv Ihovij^h. Tlu- 
M'astin IS not ^•iphl aiul sales arc very 
slim' On a j*ii«Hi Jav she manaj^esto 
sell SIX nnniaturi- paintings pnciii bet- 
wet-n Ks "nX' ^IXK t >n others, only one 
painting might sell 

Ihir i Bai, the triha) «irlisl, tiw, is one 
among the fX) traditional artists and 
eraftsptTsons hailing from diiii'ixmt 
regions ol the eoiintry who take up 
residemv at the Museum each month. 
"Here they gel an opportunity to 
demonstiate thiMrskills, tocondiict 
iTeativi^xperimentation, to market 
their pri%ij(Cts loan urban and interna- 
tioruil clientele and to n*-estabhsh 
links with their own past traditions 
through the Musi-um's ixillcvUons," 
says Jam 


A courtyard at the Crafts Museum 




A grain storing Jar 


B ut you can do more in the Crafts 
Museum. You can also indulge 
yourself with the pleasures of buying, 
buying and buying. There are no price 
tags on the handicrafts, however, and 
most visitors end up haggling with the 
craftsmen before settling on a mutual¬ 
ly agreeable sum. But clearly, it still 
makes business sense to sell here 
According to Jam, craftsmen vie with 
one another to spend thatone very cru¬ 
cial month at the Crafts Museum. The 
exposure they get to urban India and 
the sales they tot up could well end up 
changing the entire rourse of their 
future careers. 

To help the craftspersons keep their 
earnings in a safe plaa', the Museum 
provides them with lockers where 
their ca.sh can be kept till they leave at 
the end of their month-long stint And 
their earnings are not meagre either, 
for some take home as much as Rs 
70,(XX) - - a sum which for them is a 
dream come true. Certainly, they 
could never have earncxl it in the inter¬ 
iors from where they come. 

The Crafts Museum gives the artist 
an easier access to his real market and 
also makes him accessible to foreign 
buyers as well "Very often we get 
inquiries about sfietific CTafts from 
oversiMs buyers. In that cast' xvc have a 
reaird of .stime 1,00(.» craftspersons all 
over tfie country whtim we can put in 
toucli with the ficopic ixincerncd," 

.says Jain I .og bcMtks of the Museum 
reveal thumbnail sketches of artists, 
their skills and areas of siMxialisation, 
the history of the craft and the addres- 
st's on which they can bo fimnd. A 
bulk purrlwse from one such artist for 
consumption m the international mar¬ 
kets means a huge profit which would 
otherwise be very hard to come by. 

Gcthng onto the log btxiks of the 
Museum could also give the tijiportu 
nily of a trip abroad. "Can you imagi¬ 
ne what it means to the simple village 
folk to travel overstsis? Besides, I have 
sivn some artists sell terra-cotta pots 
— which otherwiise sells for no more 
than Rs 1.5 in Ind ia -—go for as much as 
an ecjuivalent of Rs 3,000-5,(KK» in CS 
dollars," says Jain. Marketing without 
middlemen at its bc'st! 

Not many people really know that 
the inspiration for theSuraj Kund 
Mela held annually in February on the 
fringes of the capital came originally 
from IheCrafte Museum. Craflsper- 
sons from all over the country conver¬ 
ge in Harayana each year to display 
and sell their wares directly to the 
thousands who throng this very popu¬ 
lar otherwise picnic spot. Says S K Mis- 
hra, former secretary in tlu; ministry of 
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US First Lady, Hillary Clinton, on a tour of the Museum 


civil aviation and tourism, 'Through 
the cTatts mrla wc wantetl tourism to 
noalo an opportunity for siKio- 
i*t'onomic dovclopmont of the master 
4 raftsf-HTStins. The artists were caretul- 
ly selects with the help of the Crafts 
Museum that was in touch witli thc*m 
I ho Mus4>um at ;uiv rate is undouhti*d- 
ly an ouKtanJiiig institution and quite 
unique' 

Thi’ Museum with a dittervnce has 
much more than {ust ciatt deiTionstra- 
tn ms «'n offer It alst i htiust-s an enorm- 
inis I'oliecluin f»f images, stone and 
wood carvings, jewellery, papier 
machi-, dolls and toys, pupjvts, masks 
and every other bru a brae that relates 
to our 1 ullure There are narrative 
paintings of picture story-tellers, tri¬ 
bal bi on^eii troin Madhya Pradesh. 
Amongst the most breathtaking exhi¬ 
bits 1.K a Ikvh'Ii that was puR'hased from 
(iiijarat, and transplanted to Delhi. A 
huge baliony or ilwrokiia that's heavily 
carved and majestic leads up and pre¬ 
pares one foi the lunrli that has been 
transplanti'd Irom its original site m. 

A walk across the building design - 
4X1 by Charles Correa takes one 
thrtnigh open and st'mi-open pa.ssa- 
ges covered with sloping tiled roofs 
and lintxJ with carved wixiden 
putnikhiis; fhrough courtyards with 
domed piginin houses adorned with 
arches and lattice work p.mcls, terra¬ 
cotta shrini?s for tuhi plants, a massive 
temple chariot, lain explains the 
layout, 'Through a w'alk-about in the 
Museum we wanted to create the aura 
of a journey made through the Pols of 
Ahmedabad, Uie streets of jaisalincr, 
the temple courtyards of Madurai and 
the villages of ikinni. ITie Crafts 



The demonstration section of the 
Museum 


Museum has a tiinek'ss quality alxnit 
if — like India itself ■ - whert> tradition 
and mixliTnity c«>-»*xisl, .sometimes as 
a collage and somebmt**. as transition 
from the former into the latter." 

The collection at the Miisi'iim truly 
reflects tlie continuing tradituins o) 
Indian craftsmanship as both old and 
new pieces ot our heritage have been 
displayed to demonstrate the high 
level ot creativity and skill that ha\'e 
survived thniugh the ages. You 4'an'l 
help but notice that not ail the artefact.'- 


have been put behind thick glass —• 
low lambixi fencing separates the visi - 
tors from the displays Says Jam, "We 
wanted to make it quite ditterent from 
what one would expect at a conventiiv 
nal museum." 

T he third leg of your walk-about 
will take you through the 
Museum's Village Complex. Actually, 
this part of the Museum is a remnant 
of a temporary exhibition on the 
theme of rural India that was sc't up in 
1972 Fifteen '^Hage dwellings based 
on the designs prevaltml in different 
parts of India, he chtx'k by jowl with 
courtyards and shnnes from various 
regions. What makes, them even more 
.special is that they have all been built 
with 4.onstniction materials by the n*s 
pertivc village masons, artisans, 
thatchers and carpenters. "Visitors arc 
fascinated to see items of day lo day 
life which are displayed in order to 
" give a glimpse of the wider cultural 
:< context in which they wen.* aitually 
? used bef4)re they became rare art 
4>bj4Vts," says Jam. 

While the accolades jmiir in, some 
are not very ct>nvm4.xxl whether the 
L'rafts Museum is tulfilling the pur 
pose for which it was s«*t up. Raji\- 
StHhi. former memlxr of the b«*stivals 
ot India (Yimmittee and oneclt»sely 
inv4>lved with thei*stablishment of the 
Museum, hx'K that their vnsion of Ihi- 
institutuin had been much ditfcrtmt 
from what it now is. He expiams, "We 
had originally intended the Crafts 
Mub<Him to he a uniV4''rsily for (Tafts 
persons A serving station ol S4irts, 
that woukt be us*T-friendly and reach 
out to those five million for whom 
craft skills determine then hveIiho4Hl. 
Ttxiay. it has a very hmit4?il activity 
achieving just one per 4.ent ol our ongi 
nal aim " 

Not quite touched by the larger 
world-view, the visitor, however, 
j delights in what he finil.s htTe 1 o i-nh 
I ance their t'xjX’riena’ they can take 
' tht'ir pick ot original crealit'ns that 
find their wav into the .sinivenir -.imp 
1 .ike one is wont to tind in museums 
overseas, the Crafts Museum, ha? 
a .shop that stocks biK>ks. pictim j-kisi 
cards and a range ot (ontemporarv 
handitTafts 

(Yneof the major disippointownts 
tor \ isitors to the Calico Musetim ui 
Ahmwiiibad is known fv' K‘ a missj-d 
4ipf>ortuni4V lo pick up a lilik- .S4)ineth 
mg their persona! pave of hi.-.Uir> 
and a bit of Indian cuiluie- ■ t4' lake 
bfickhiime 'ITim won't ha vet lie same 
problem if they visit the N,itional 
Cralts Museum in fX'lhi. ■ 
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PERSON 


MAHESH BHUPATm, a promts^ newcomer in the worid cffimtmn lawn tehm$^ htd causedajiw 
umets in the '96 Davis Cup whidt sent HcUand out of the game. He tdso d^ated ^ 2i^in§d71si hest 
players in men's tennis. Despite his disappointing performance against SwetUdi team at ^ Davis . 
Cup, he is the plai^ to loatch out the commg years. 

YAnul is foor idea of peffect 
vV happincM? 

Being able to ntake odien happy. 

%Vlial is 3f«Hnr greatest leaf? 

Havir^an accident and being 
paral3rsed. \ 

Who or what has been die greatest 
influence in your life? 

My parents and my sister. 

What ao you dislike most in 
others? 

TWo-timing, hypocrisy. 


What do you 
dislike most on 
your appearance? 

My legs 


What do you dislike most in 
yourself? 

My inability to communicate 
What is your most p'^clous 
possession? 

My family. 

What objects do you always carry? 

Pictures of my family and fnends< 
What makes you most depressed? 
Poverty. 

What do you dislike most on your 
appearance? 

My legs. 

What is your favourite word? 

Thank you. 

What is your favourite journey? 

I've had a ftw. 

What is your favourite dream? 

Bringing the Davis Cup for India. 
What is your nightmare? 

Waking up next to an alien. 

What or who is flic greatest love of 
your life? 

That's a secret. 

What is your source of sustenance? 

Prayers from my family 
On what occasions do you lie? 

Only when it'.s fun. 

What is your jmatest rq^ret? 

None yet! ^ouch wood) 

What has been your happiest 
moment? 

The Davis Cup tie against 
lloilandv.•' 

What bffitgs teKS^ ]nrar eyes? 
People suffering/^. 



What is your 
nightmare? 

Waking up next 
to an alien 


o you relax? 

By listening to music. 

What do you envy most in others? 

Their ability to talk for hours 
together. 

How would you like to be 
remembered? 

As someone who gave his best 
shot. 

How would you like to die? 
Peacefully vrithout regrets. 




In Karnataka 

the 

entrepreneurs 
can now dance 
their way to 
profits 



H you have a tourism- releated protect In mind, 
fill in and mail the coupon to : 


Karnataka tourism 
invites investors 

The tourism industry in Karnataka is poised for a big future. Draiuing 
18 miHion t^ors annuafly and with a Uonover of Rs. 1,200 crore, the 
state boasts of a wide variety of tourist attractions covering f^oiy, 
architecture, art and culture, wild life sanctuaries, beaches and 
metropofitan centres. Al laid out in 1,91,791 square tdiometies of 
Nature’s choicest land. 

Incentives and Concessions for the Tourism 
industry in the State 

The Karnataka Government has a package of incentives and 
coTKessions for the tourism industry. 

• Investment subsidy • Exemption from sales tax. luxury tax, 
stamp duty & concession in registration charges* Power tariff relaxed 

• Waiver of fee for converting agricultural land into commercial land 

• Speoat concession for various categories * liKentives for utilising 
non-conventional energy sources and also tor a large tourism industry. 



Single Window Agency 

The Department of Tounsm has setup a Single Window Agency to 
clear the projects speedily. It 


• considers the appkcations ot entrepreneurs and the locations of 
the project • finalises the extent of bnd /building required for the 
project and enables the acqt^tion and sanction of same througn the 
appropriate Government Agencies • considers means of financing 
tlie project by way of subsidy, equity, loans throu^ the Government 
agencies ld<e KSFC. KSHDC • sanctions infrastrudurd facikty by 
way of power and water. 

A few possibilities 

• Developing Hotels, Beach resorts, Eco-resorts and 
Convention centres * Promoting Water speurts and developing Golf 
courses • Bangalore having International Standard Airport, there 
IS scope to develop airports in Hassan, Hubii and Mysore. 

Profit from leisure 



The Director, 

Department of Tourism 

Government of Karnataka 
I Floor, 'F Block, Cauvery Bhavan. 
K.G. Road, Bangalore - 5^ 009. 
Tel: 2215489 Fax : 080-2272403 


, I am interested. Send me more details. 
I Name 


Designation 


' .Address 

I Tel „ 


Fax 


I Superscribe the envelope “Single Window Agency’ 
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entrepreneurs 
can now dance 
their way to 
profits 



If you have a tourism releatcd protect in mind, 
fill in and mail the coupon to - 


Karnataka tourism 
invites Investors 

The tourism industry in Karnataka is pioised for a big future. Drawing 
18 million visitors annually and with a turnover of Rs.1,200 crore, the 
stale boasts of" a wide variety of tourist attractions covering history, 
architecture, art and culture, wild life sanctuaries, beaches and 
metropolitan centres. All laid out in 1,91,791 square kilometres of 
Nature's choicest land. 

Incentives and Concessions for the Tourism 
Industry in the State 

The Karnataka Government has a package of incentives and 
concessions for the tourism industry. 

• Investment .subsidy • Exemption from .sales tax, luxury tax, 
stamp duty & concession in registration charges • Power tanff relaxed 

• Waiver of fee for converting agricultural land into commercial land 

• Special coTKessioii for various categones • Incentives for utilising 
non-conventional energy sources and also for a large tourism industry 



Single Window Agency 

The Department of Tounsm has setup a Single Window Agency to 
clear the projects speedily. It 


• considers the applications of entrepreneurs and the locations of 
tfie project • finalises the extent of land /building required for the 
project and enables tfie acquisition and sanction of saine througii the 
appropriate Government Agencies • considers means of financing 
the project by way of subsidy, equity, loans through the Government 
agencies like KSFC, KSIIDC • sanctions infrastructural facility by 
way of power and water. 

A few possibilities 

• Developing Hotels, Beach resorts, Eco-rcsorts and 
Convention centres • Promoting Water sports and developing Golf 
courses* Bangalore ha\mg International Standard Airport, there 
is scope to develop airports in Hassan. Hubli and Mysore. 

Profit from leisure 



Tbf Diivctnr, 

fH'partmeiit of Tour»sni 

Government of Karnataka 
I Roor, 'F’ Block, Cauvery Bhavan, 
K.G. Road, Bangalore - 560 009. 
Tel 2215489 Fax 080-2272403 


i Yes. I am interested Send rne more rletaik. 
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' Address ._ 

I Tel__Fax_ 

I Superscribe the envelope "Single Window Agency" 
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Sin^Uig Thdr 
Way to Success 

■ After tfie break-up of ] 
the Lata-Kishore pai^ 
the Kumar Sanu-Alka 
Yagnik duo is Bombay's 
finest gift to the music 
industry ('The Gtdden 
Couple, March 1!^. 

Wifii her very first 
sor^ Yagnik hit he jack¬ 
pot and TOcame a national 
celerity. Shb is one 
singer whose career has 
not been marked by any 
scandals or affairs; such 
I d<*dicafion to career and 
• family is rare in the 
1 industry. 

j But Kumar Sanu had to 
i struggle for a toehold in 
j tinsel town. Today, he is 
I Bombay's number one 
I playback singer but there 
j was a time in the initial 
{ phase of his career when 
j pwmle dismissed him as a 
Kishorc clone. 

Petswially, his family 
life also has not been as 
I happy as Yagnik's. His 
j mwm-publ^ed divorce 
i and numerous affairs 
have rather tainted his 
image and carets. 

S*mtask Kmnmr Skmrma, 
Uumgpur 

M b is remarkable how 
Kumar Sanu estaihdied 
himself in Bedlywood 
wiffiin a short span of 
Calcutta' 


L 


tune. From a < 




with ordinary ntiddle- 
cla.ss background who 
used to p]^ tabla in para 
functions, ^nu'.s meteoric 
rise IS no mean athiew- 
ment. The industry has 
become so competitive 
and conunerdalised that 
Sanu is known to record 
as many as 28 songs in a 
day. What a change from 
the old times when music 
directors ^pent mcmlhs 
recording a particular 

SCM. 

The lyrics thesedmrs 
have nothing in them by 
way of poetry or aesthet- 
ks and the tunes are for¬ 
gotten within days. The 
onh' saving grace is pen 


haps some of the voices 
which make the songs 
bearable. 

Mmnohor Mmndat and 
Anita. Roy, 

NOmdmp (W.B.) 

IN There is only one 
Indian singer who could 
have made it to die cover 
and he is Mohd Rafi. In 
the words of Manna Dey 
Rafi was the greatest 
siireerof die past. 

■iftic new breed of 
singers are small-time 
wonders. Will anyone 
lemcsnber them after they 
are gone? 

Aharesk JRcrifc 
Calcutta 


■I Keidar Bhatlachaiy'a, cir 
Kumar Sanu, is today die 
undisputed king of 
melody. It is amanng 
how he manages to 
record so many soni^ in a 
day in addition to the 
sundry shows he puts up. 
Oebakrafa Mohaafy, 
Baloiore fOns.‘!«) 

S In an era of instant suc¬ 
cess and techno-mix 
where anything succeeds 
if packaged w«l, it is lit¬ 
tle wonder that a Kishore 
done rates the roast in 
Bombay. 

Sommtk Mukkerjee, 
Caicatla 
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SIDDHAKTHA BASl*. India's first ivlebrily 
quiz-master, is back on lelcviSKm. 
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CXKMETIC SURGERY is the new buzzword in 
trendy arrles. 


CwBi Kiitrar 







Sidtihartha tkisit, Imiia's fimtcelehrity quiz master, is now hack on telenisKm doinjf* 
what iie's best at Samita Bhatia profiles the man with all the ansit^ers 


HIS LANKY NEAR-SIX FCX>r FRAME l< AlXA l’HS aVika 
nge kind of nervous energy. It is the same energy 
that transmits itself to become almost palpable m 
the cool interiors of Siddhartha Basu's basement 
office in the hub of New Delhi. The loose-limbed 
(some fans are kni)wn to swo<m over his unconven¬ 
tional good looks) quiz master finds a natural habi¬ 
tat in an environ that's book-lined and dotted with 
PCs. 

With his endearing smile, incredibly quivering 
eyebrows, and the oh-so familiar line "the quiz¬ 
master's decision is final", Basu became— almost 
by accident— the man who single-handedly popu- 
7 larised this game form in the mid-80s. Perhaps the 
] first real professional ii^ the otherwise lacklustre 
.. stable of Doordarshan talent, Basu went on to brea¬ 
the energy into the otherwise placid DD repertoire. 

The Calculla-biirn Hasu isnowapucca' Delhiile having stntled in the capital in 1971. And 
Unlay his wife of 13 years, Anita, ano lie are very much part of the city's cocktail circuit. But 
Calcutta still holds a .special place in Basu's heart; for one thing, he says, it is still the best city 
in which to conduct a quiz, ciinlest. 

For those who came in late Basu was a film maker and stage actor first, before stepping 
into the arena of quizzing quite inadvertently. For a man w'ho once held the position of Cul¬ 
tural Attache of the Taj Grtmp of Hotels, it was pure accident that brought him before the 
camera, to help make quizzing into an art form. Basu recalls being asked to fill in for the pilot 



Siddhartha Basu: From stage to television 






of a televiarion prc^ramme when the 
presenter, Partn'a Basu, now a top 
exet'otive of Mercury Travels, failed 

show up The impromptu quip 
master was an instant hit and was 
asIcexJ to take over the subsequent 
sene's as well. 

Thtit was in 1*^85 .ind the pioj;ram- 
me. Quiz Time, went on to baj' the high¬ 
est viewership in the non- 
entertainment propramme .segment 
Till' subsot]uent edition of Quit Time 
in '86 saw Basil's greater involvement 
and this lisJ to Alpha Plus the following 
yi’ar, a g.ime show lor school children. 
The next obvious thing to do was to 
priKlui e Quiz Time under his i>wn btin- 
ner, Synergy, towartls the end of the 
divade 

The Hnglish literature graduate 
from St Stephens' College, Basu now 
in his early forties, ri’cently made a 
comebai'k to w'hat audiences seem to 
naturally identity him w'lth. It'squi? 
tune again folks! — with Bt>an!>talk, 
Basil aiul brains from all over the 
coiiirtrv 

I'he Peaii'^liilk Summit Quiz produi 
tsi and directiil bv R.isu and ot whiih 
In pielinunai) rounds have already 
biviUMnned,g,ive Basu theopportiini- 

Iv ot tying up with a sponsor.Uean- 

slnlk, part of the H( 'I. group- - whosi* 
i oiporate brand ob)ective wa.s the 

It's quizz time folks! 



Mahesh Dattani; His Dance Like a 
Man will bring Basu back to the stage 


.same as the programme's objective. So 
It's back to another round of national 
level quizzing after a gap ot eight 
years 

S o, where was he when the t<>levi- 
:,ion btxim set in and everybixly 
clambered on to the bandwagon’’ 
"Around," helvams. "Theri- ha\e 
been programmes in the interim, 
how'ever, we rarely get to choose the 


work we do or what we want to di>. It's 
the channel and the advertising sup¬ 
port that decides what we must even¬ 
tually do." 

Quizzing may be a staple for Basu 
- what with Siiarc Irum quiz and 
Kis;m Kursi Kn under his tu'lt - but it is 
certainly not the beginning .ind the 
end ot his repertoire. Synergy has pro¬ 
duced Style Tiklav, .i programme on 
design and interiors that was also pick¬ 
ed up by BBC Television, and tele¬ 
plays Saiuiiu Bhai Kxitii’al and Kauuvi 
Chain f/ails ki Chmil. 

Basu has a grous»' though. "The sce¬ 
nario IS truly loadisi against the inde- 
pt'ndent producers who have to 
depend largely on cxinimissioneil pni- 
grammes,'' he says. AitorJmg to him 
it's smcKith sailing for mega media hor¬ 
ses like NDTV, Plu.s Channel, IITV, 

TV Tixlay and TV 18, mini empiies in 
the world ot telwision which have 
pumped in huge investments niniiing 
to the tune ot Rs 20 -tB cn'rc 1 Ic adds, 
"Broadly, the three iategories ot jiro- 
gramming that can bank on sponsor 
ship and advertising support an* 
news, like 7and .dwi Tak, and 
filin-basid programmes Besides, the 
added adwintage with telev'isiidia 
mas oi soaps which pnmarilv .idhere 
to a 'filmi' formula is that thev can I.H’ 
jirodticed at lower costs tiK> " 





While enthusiastic about working 
on this computer-driven game show, 
Basu IS not entirely convinced that he 
reaches out to a very large audience- - 
and therein lies the inherent problem 
with a game show ' The med ium of 
the programme and the numbers who 
wdU'h the show operate in an envinm- 
ment where English rakes in a relative- 
ly low viewer-ship in comparision to 
Hindi programmes." He explains that 
while Quiz Time notched up the very 


highest among English programme 
viewership in the non-entertainment 
section toting up 14 Dart points, it 
actually reflected just a minor fraction 
of the overall viewership. 

Notwithstanding Basu never tires 
of shcKiting questions at college kids 
whose levels of awareness and intellig¬ 
ence are sometimes "scary". And over 
the years Calcutta has won hands 
down as his most favoured city for a 
live quix, 'The quality and the size of 


the audience response is tremen¬ 
dous." Explaining the enthusiastic 
Calcutta response, Basu says, "The 
city allows people the time to be enthu¬ 
siastic about other things than just 
making it big, which is the way of life 
in the other metros. It's the place and 
the culture of Calcutta that allows Cal- 
cuttans to gel passioruite about many 
things." 

I Basu has noticed the visible changes 

and the phenomenal growth of quizz- 
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ing countrywide. "Quizzing is more 
widespread today than it was when 
we started out in l‘»85. Participants are 
better informed today and take grea¬ 
ter pleasure in the game. Quiz Time 
was the only programme on quizzing 
at that time and proved to be a great 
populariiier." Today, the scale of quiz¬ 
zing in the country is phenomcmal, 
and says Basu, educational institu¬ 
tions today allow for a greater level of 
extra-currinilar activities 


FTizes and prize money too have 
added to the attractiveness of quizz¬ 
ing essentially for live shows. A quiz 
conducted by Basu for the Delhi Police 
School eam^ two smart students a 
PC 486, each worth Rs 60,000. The rec¬ 
ent Ad Qub Quiz in Calcutta gave 
away cellular phones worth Rs 30,000. 
The incentives for television shows, 
however, don't seem as fabulous in 
comparision. 

So what makes quizzing so special 






thoae wd embr(Mdered 

widafiooiftts just don't citf it. 

ANW KAKXMl/REKUKA 
. SHAHANIB 
^ tiKBirs ii'df coui^ a:<uiz 
ftrog ra mme with « dl^recice. 
wfwd diey test hare is die 
mortkipaeite'knowledge of 
fflm songs—who sang them, who 
composed die musk;, ivhkh movte- 
(hsy'ie and whkh actors 

1ip4tyitead to themrathet then 
mclte genera! knowledge. But it's 


^«ai;lun that, as Kajki^ 

0|>-te^|xanc« abo^ 




jjht nv>^ Olie'WotIhcf s 



LHIete Dubey: producer of Dance... 

and how is his approach very different 
from that of the other quiz masters on 
the scene? 

"1 don't go hammer and longs at it 
as a 'quizzard' or a qmzzer (a quiz/ard 
IS IcKisly defined as one who tries to 
cull the strangest tacts aNnit the 
strangest farts)." .says Ba.sii. "I am not 
a compulsive collector ol obscure 
intormabon <and as some would have 
it, the more obsrure the K'tler!) My 
approach is ol a cornmunic.itor and 
film maker while mv esperience vr ith 
theatre helps inluse an element of 
drama into tlv game i*f qiii/./ing " 

Basu's ob|et'tives as ,i quiz master 
are, thus, quite different Iromhiscuun- 
terpai Is. to share interesting infornia 
lion, and not just brxikish oraratlemic 
know ledge, in .< ensp and abbrevialeif 
Irrrmal A whole lot r^f creative reMSir- 
ch giK*s into each programr \e and Syn 
ergy’s team ot researchers auttientua 
le each and i-vorv tact, I’liminating sub- 
(ixtiveelemi'nlsand lejMacine, them 
with hard tacts tlasu is vei\' ati-n to 
the dangtTsot going b\ hearsas orjosi 
taking reports ami Kxiks ol kii.iw 
Udgi* toi gosjH'i buth 

"Yi>u d besuipnsjsl at tin numi-er 
ot pri'pl'* will 11 om«' down i m vou like 
a tonol bricks lor Itie smallest misfa 
kes,"hesavs ‘^ollart iindci--c!iititiv 
when beaimxi nation wide.suJ Iher-' 

•s no riHim for shp-iips ' 

Sit at the end ot Ihi’ il.iv w bat m.ikes 
lor the best (jiiiz'’ ■' ^^t th<-ro;vi»t li inle 
re.sting, lop of the mind lii'i'f the 
tongue iniorination " > >piaii’.s Uasii 
'The most t^sesiti.il is fhi inlormation 
th.it niiKst have a qii!/,-ing .i ngle hut 
which IS tiighttiillv liH l'niial, or ac.ide- 
niu or really Ixxikish. The questions 
havelolvnvitchev .1 tothr’p.iiti< ip. nt's 



^asroenari Das 



With wife 


U'vol i>f lntcrt*^^t, and most importantiv 
they have to h<' LX^ually Isalant I'd And 
o\ t.*r and abtive it all, you mid a live, 
aware audn‘me'' 

S iddhartha Basu was better known 
in the early 80s as a staf'.e artist 
And m)w, he has roturnid to hi.s first 
love- theslaj’e - after the gap ot M 
long years m a I'rime Time priKluetion 
of Mahesh I^ttani's Dance lake a Man 
Basu made his first real stage appea- 
rame way bark in 1^*71 at a time when 
theatre was the iilebUnxl of campus 
lil<‘. )l was somi' time then that he join- 
ctl Hairy John t(> form 'fag (Theatre 
Action t iroiip) which grew to bcvome 
the most influential theatre group in 
the capital. His theatre career was 
cluijuerid and Basu went on to play 
inZ/rtw/c/and in Scr 
(<ivil:,ol'{ £<i> Miis/crs Me also played 
several roh*s in an experimental Ame¬ 
rican play kcfff I r.‘,hlty i loani in a i iK>l 
Dry IHat e. Mo/art m Amaiicu.., Alan 
Strang in /'i/iois and liildie m Sim She¬ 
pard's {(x>l lor Ijoiv 

' 'The last time 1 was on slagi> had 
b»H;n in 1984; that's beftm* my son was 
born and the TV bcKim bei ami* a 
reality," recalls Basil "After th.it tele¬ 


vision's unpridictable sc hedules did 
not give one the lime to got back to 
theatre A play r<?qiiiri*s your undivid¬ 
ed ath'ntion tor at least two months 
and finding the time was bi'coming 
impossible " 

Mis absmee from the stage didn't 
make his return any difficult, going by 
I he rave reviews he got for Ins perfor¬ 
mance The one reason that Basu took 
on the challenge offered by leaner I,ikc 
A Mini was for its original slory-line 
I le laments, 'There's so little original 
works dont' these days, besides which 
Dattam''- script came as a breath ot 
fn“.h air The play was prii^iarily 
addressing Indian themes and to my 
mind was very well-crafted." That 
/ >flni <■ l.ikr A Man was being produced 
under old-time friend I .illete Dubiy's 
Prime Time banner, helpiKl 

The pi ly has siiwx' travelled exten¬ 
sively through the country and over¬ 
seas to IXibai playing to full houses 
Calcutta is to bt' the next stop where it 
will play Says Basil of 
what the audience can ex{x.*ct, "What 
make's Dance Like A Mait t]uite unique 
IS that the play is in F-nglish and while 
dealing with universal concerns, in its 
details it's very much Indian." The 


play shifts befwivn lhepres**nl and 
the past — way back m the hitlies - 
and just four players enact the pari of 
seven characters, spanning ihnx' 
generations. 

1 ie .says that slipping uito a role that 
appeared well suitid to him was easy, 
"liieatre comes naturally to mo, and 
while it was a neat production, we alsi' 
developed it as it went along," says 
Basu 

While quiy/ing and theatre cones 
naturally to Basu there are other areas 
that he would love to get into Televi¬ 
sion drama or fictional drama for telc'- 
vision. "I have a particular gut feel for 
Stitire and comtdy," he says. Another 
kind of drama that really catches his 
fancy is the spine-chilling thriller 
which he would like to eventually pro¬ 
duce Me comments that must that is 
written for television serials is done so 
on the run and which develops as the 
story line progresses. Also, the success 
of most of these sha*vs hinges on the 
presence of known faevs. 

Basu would also like to develop the 
area of maga^iine and lifestyle orient¬ 
ed programmes, infotainment, cri.sp 
and lively chat shows, which would 
go down very well with viewers. 'The 
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Calcutta qtmlifiesforjiuuH^A 


problem with the rhal sln)\vh Ih.it .xn- 
worked on these days is that pnxdo 
cers record as man / cxs siv slioxvs ui .1 
day," laments Kasii "There appears 
to be very little research, shiipinp or 
structuring of these sho\^’s." 

While these are 011 the hiliire agen ■ 
da, on the cards next are two shows 
thatBasu hopes will takeott soon C ur- 


Tt was British journalist Ian lack, 
Xnow the editor of Grants Book)!, 
who put things in perspective. It is 
only decaying societies, he said, 
that place sum a premium on 

a uizzes. Which is why, added }ack, 
le two cities where (miz cemtests 
are most popular are Belfast and, 
yes, Calcutta. It was absurd, said 
Ian, to see grown men silting 
around a stage, nervous tensUm 
writ large on their faces, answering 
banal and inane queries wi^aii 
of triumph. 

Well, he was certainly right 

about Calcutta and quizzes, 
though we should let that dig 
abenjt 'decaying societies' pass. Hut 
there is little doubt that this dty la 
obsessed tvith quiz contests, be 
they ever so hiunbie, and 
absolutely fixated on trivia, eiqieit 
knowledge of which will get yon a - 
place on the best teams in 
Calcutta's schools, colleges, and I 
even dub,s. ■ ' 

Quizzes are fairly all^urpolKhK 
Calcutta. They can be h^ cm a 
schexxTs annual function, they ctti 
occupy pride of place in cMeg^ 
festivals, and even more curiottdy^' 
when advertising companies 
decide to hold huge dinnersln 
dubs, they hold a quht to mark ^ 
occasion. No matttt what the. ' 
event, a quiz is die main eihaftin' 
Calcutta. 

And presiding over quhd«^jhi. 
Calcutta is du) C^Brifin ted " 

by father Neil. He is the one 
popularised the foMn in Calcutta ’ 
andwasSrejWlarfixhireatev^,' 
quizheld bitneclty fetf sevinral 
years. NellO^den, teadenlM^ 
lemember, even mi e qote 
inThfT(^^n^Maffi^$i££otnimy 
years. And now, htesomPendr ^ 
and to a letter extend 
taken over>andpferfodcnite^^^ - 
,hcrtottttetmaA?v^ 

Andghrenfhe^ieviddl^ 
popJiai^lfateioxmer^ ' 
Cteleutte, diey are never ta^ 
people to quiz. Die-hard quiaudda 



'didi.he1feund in themost unlBcdy 
sdl'fWibMaiid Ineveiy 
and feusm And nodimg deters 
. diesi fnm erqoyinglh^ 
tiheshge; not evda such stupid 
.<j||u(MiiQma8whM 
snesso; Instead, diey vie with each 
odiertp give the tij^ answer and 
thufied if lAcy 

Lidjdteenddt!^ 


to eai^ids owiv dtw 
cme man's qute GOntei^ is me 
olher's|>ain64 specfade. 


rently, his team is seeking tlie tup.Js lo 
produce these shows whi' h ht-1*- trn 
vmced will be very popular. 1 Ixe tr .t 
is a crossword garni- "\ outh urn-nti-d. 
pacy and quick", not jiisl nxi'.int t,. 
attract the crossw-ord ajirion.nl. b.il 
also those interested in the Lngl.'h 
language and word gann- ta ns I'lxi' 
other is to develop on th»- .Mnin J; 
Masala theme— "a kind of spoof 
show" says Basu 

Thus, watch out tor '■'•x iiergx in the 
coming months. 7 be quiz master says 
sc*, and remember, bis ilecision 
IS final. ■ 
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took over as collector, Kottayam, in 
1988 From the moment I took over, I 
decided that my district was going to 
be my domain and nobody eke's. 
There would be no politicians taking 
arbitrary decisions. Nor for that mat¬ 
ter would there he arbitrary decision 
making by me either. It would be my 
kingdom, but with transparency. 

Kottavam is the heartland of Kerala. 
It is the nome of spices and rubber and 
the atadel of the Syrian Chnstian com¬ 
munity, which IS tne most prosperous 
community in Kerala I am a Syrian 
Chn.stian myself, tracing back my 
roots to the first century A.D., when St 
Thomas, one of the disciples of Christ, 
landed in Kerala and converted its 
elite to the told of Christ through his 
magic 

Both my wife and 1 are from Kot¬ 
tayam The day before the cabinet deci¬ 
sion was taken to post me at Kot¬ 
tayam, there were rumours going the 
rounds in the secretariat that I was 
being posted there. I met the chief mini- 
stei, E.K. Nay anar, who belonged to 
the CTM, and told him that there was 
an unwritten rule that IAS officers 
should not be posted to their home dis¬ 
tricts as district collectors. This was to 
ensure that they were not uivluly 
influenced by meir relatives and 
friends living there. Mr Nayanar was 
highly amus^. He told me, "This is a 
rule made by the government of India 
and it is a Congress rule. I will teach 
them some rules in administration." I 
didn't know what he had in mind but I 
told him that whatever it was I hoped 
it would not get me into trouble. He 
said that he would certainly keep it in 
mind while taking a decision at the 
cabinet meeting. He was serious about 
teaching the Central government a lit¬ 
tle bit of administration; the next day it 
was deaded in the cabinet that 1 
would be district collector, Kottayam. 
He loved to do such tilings. 

My second day as DC .started with 
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fireworks. My predecessor had acquir¬ 
ed a few hundred acres of land for the 
Mahatma Gandhi University at Kot- 
tayam. After the award was announ¬ 
ced, the university refused to release 
the money for compensation to the far¬ 
mers on the ground that it was requir¬ 
ed for more urgent projects of the 
university. There was a public outcry 
because the land had been notified 
many years earlier for acquisition and 
the farmers had not made any effort to 
develop it or derived any income from 
it during this period The land had lost 
its value The university n*)w did not 


want the land and the fanners felt chea¬ 
ted. 1 decided to side with the farmers 
as I felt that the university was being 
unfair. There were skirmishes over me 
next two days between the vice- 
chancellor and me on the front pages 
of newspapers. On the third day, 1 deci¬ 
ded to surprise the vice-chancellor. I 
landed up at his office unannounced. I 
did not expect a very warm welcome; 
instead 1 was greeted with a hug. In 
two minutes, the problem was .sorted 
out. The farmers got their money and 
the university the land. Little did I 
realise that this handsome, greying 


Rajiv Gandhi in Kerala during Onarn; (inset) the author, K.J. Alphons 
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Srip'jf:i!notidiit, where Rajiv Gandhi was killed 


tayann for the next thrce-and-a-half 
years. I was one of the favourites of Mr 
Nayanar and the state cabinet. I issued 
instructions to my officers that none of 
them would pay for the entertainment 
of ministers or politicians, even it they 
were ministers of their own depart¬ 
ments. They were expected to call on 
minsters when they visited the dis¬ 
tricts and be courteous to them. They 
were not howev'cr expecU*d to fetch 
water, clean toilets and clear the bills 
Most niimsters do not pay their bills 
when they tour the districts It is the 
aillectors who direct their subordina¬ 
tes to make elaborate arr<ul^eme^ts to 
entertain no! only the ministers and 
their personal staff but the hangers on 
and hoodlums whohover around when¬ 
ever the ministers are visiting. The col¬ 
lectors generally pass on the responsi¬ 
bility of entertainment to the trhsildan,, 
supply officers, executive engineers 
and coolies inspectors. If they have 



On an election tour in Tamil Nadu before being assassinated 


m.in cvii.i li.id greeted me so warmly 
Wri- the Itinious Kannada writer U.R 
.-\n.ei;!i.i Murihv, who went onto beco¬ 
me '111- piesidenl of the.Sahitva Akade- 
T.-i' ,1 in.iTipith award winner Thus 

bcg.in iru-ndslsip which was to pro- 
dutc diM Ilia tic I csiilts ovei the next 
four \e.ii.s bothciJ'us were dreamers, 
but pi.igniaticoiie.s we had decided 
tlia'. \sc .' iHilcl u'dliseimr dreams, 
they ivoui l not remain exercises in 
Jllfllltc 

'L'Ju' l,r:!K'is wereec-'latic, the press 

O'- happv that it had a collect!ii who 
would }>iI vide g(.K»d copy. Bv the 
ihiid J.i',, r:i^ name was known to 
most j., opi( in ihe district, inthrw'- 
aiid ii i-.ir- ’ lime, I wcmld know 

tin •u!:'i>’-, o! many ot them 

.'.boi.l r:ve !n>.>nlhs late*:, the chief 
nani'-ti c isiled niv district lie had 
lujic 1 1 ..It t!It government guest hoii.se. 
i l;s pi.‘i ‘...iial as'.isid'U was supposed 
to cli .ic Uif i^iVl's bills on his cnecking 
ool ti .<.!■ (tie guest house. He forgot to 
pay Nexl (. 1,1 y there was a call from the 
i'A to till- CM to my private secretary 
din«, nng me to deal tie CM's bill I 
found out the amount, it was small — 
R*- 1 Ml \'a\aiuii wa.samanof 
ti'og.jl !i. lints, hi snioked f'ovfrsand ate 
vtT- iiiis fie and his personal staff 
had ''ji.-ig .i;i!v Rs l:>(lon the lunch I 
a-tKeil s'e, -eirel.irv tci connect me to 
the i’A I told (Ilf r.A that 1 did not 
diaiv iny salary to fec'd the CM He 
was shcickt d "I'll tell the CM m fust 
these words w hat eou told me," he 
ihreateiie.! "Cio ahead," I told him 
11'* V. oiil>l, too, 1 knew. 1 could lo.se my 
joh I felt .lO'd. 

1 '.M. vvei'ks later Mi \'.iv'anar came 
to till-gillcst house again .iiid I was sum- j 


inoned. I went to nuH’t him, not very 
comfortable In-caicse I knew that he 
was going to raise the issue. After 
small tdk about the weather, he tame 
straight to the call. 

"Did you really tell iny PA that you 
did not draw your salary to feed the 
CM?" he ,.skcd. He did not look very 
pleased 

1 .said, "Yes I said it " 

"Very good," he responded "It is 
the personal staft of politicians who 
destroy their reputation You liave 
taught my staff a gcxid lessfin, ktH'p it 
up," 

I could not believe it, I had got away 
with it! I continued as collector of Kot- 


■spent five thousand rupees on 
entertainment, they will collect fifty 
thousand from the local businessmen 
for the purpose This is how corrup¬ 
tion starts and is bred The entertain¬ 
ment doe.s not always start and end 
with ministers. The local officials very 
often entertain fri/MA: and block level 
functionaries of variors political part¬ 
ies who have clout with their political 
masters Many deals are struck by the 
officials at these sessions. No honest 
government official can check into a 
government guest house or dak 
bungalow after sun.set because the.se 
arc often the scene of shady activity, 
with most of the rooms occupied by 
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local power brokers and the officials 
entertaining them. 

I raided the rest house at Kottayam 
twice and arrested all those who were 
found to be drunk, including the man¬ 
ager and staff who were serving the 
liquor After these raids, the rooms 
u.sed to be vacant in the evenings. The 
Kottayam resthouse became a very 
unattractive place for politiaans after 
that 


R ajiv Gandhi came to Koitayam on 
an election campaign ten days 
before his tragic end at Sriperumbu- 
dur Three days betore Rajiv Gandhi 
came to address the public meeting, 
there were newspaper reports that he 
was going to be at Kottayam. I had 
received no information either from 
the Centre or from the state govern¬ 
ment that Rajiv Gandhi was coming, 
even though he was in Z+ category for 
.security As the district magistrate 1 
was supposed to he in charge of law 
and order and security I rang up my 
supeiinterident of police and enquir¬ 
ed whether he had receivi’d anv com¬ 
munication from anybody regarding 
Rajiv (landhi s security He said no 
'Inhere Wiis absolutely no information 
at nil We decided th,!! we would take 
the initiatn e to orj;;,Tntse the security 
rhe day be‘tore hi*- arn\ al 1 1 hecked up 
ag.iin with ni\’ oltice whetlier fliere 
was any direction Iroin the govern¬ 
ment regarding Rajiv Gancini'ssecu- 
iity 1 checked up also with the superin¬ 
tendent again 1 le also had no direc- 
tions or infiirmation We went ahead 
and provided the best we could The 
helipad was just behind the collectora- 
te compound 1 watched hini from a 
window a.s he got down from the heli¬ 
copter Hi- was driven off in a jeep to 
the town I wa.s glad that he was sate 
1 u.sed to .'•Imiie him Rajiv Ciandhi 
when he had taken ovei as Prime Mini • 
ster He had floored the world on his 
first trip to the United States 1 had 
thought that here was a young man 
who niuld at last bring back hope to 
the country. I le was an innocent man 
who got .swallowi’d by the big sharks 

By 1991, he had done a lot of introspec¬ 
tion He was bubbling with enthusi¬ 
asm to rectify the mistakes and go 
ahead Once again I felt hope Wenet*d- 
ed someone young, but not necessari¬ 
ly innocent. In the evening when 1 
watched him again take otf in the heli¬ 
copter on his n^turn journey, 1 was 
greatly relieved I'en days later the 
superintendent <9 police woke me up 
in the middle ol the night and gave me 
the stunning news that Rajiv Gandhi 
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had been killed in a bomb eKplosupii 
We put dll our police force on the* 
streets We did not want to have any 
tioiible in the distnct 

I felt vei v bad for Rajiv He died 
because of the sheer inefficiencv of the* 
nil'll who were .supposed to prcitect 
him — - not those guarding him but 
those who took the decisions, who pre- 
p.ired the serurily plan lor Kajiv Gan¬ 
dhi and supervised the security opera¬ 
tions Tot all the big noisi' we make 
about VIP security, in actual tact the 
arrangements are .so sloppy that the 
VIPs are most insecure, as usual we dc* 
a shoddy job 

W hat else did 1 do as coIK’Cior’ We 
had a gieal time 

At weekends we went Kir boat rides 
in the bad waters with ti.shing rod.s 
and nets Sometimes I went to my villa¬ 
ge. Maniinala, .IS kins from the head¬ 
quarters. The kids lo\'ed the nver 
liiey would spend hours together m 
the liver. Manimala river has absctlule- 
ly pure water It also has a lot of fish. 
Mv kids and 1 wcnild sit on the rwks 
and dangle the fishing Ime.s, u aiting 
fc>r the big catch 1 he big catch never 
came liverv time 1 caught j small fish 
niy kids would pull it off the hook and 
throw it hack into the river The fun 
was in catching and not in hurting. 


o they told me I learned to throw the 
? fishing net pretty well 1 manaced to 
I catch a good many fish with it. In the 
I backwaters they w'ere good si/.ed 
ones. We would have lots of eooked 
tapioca and fish on these outings I f s a 
great combination. It gives you al) that 
you need for staying healthy We also 
had good friends on these trips 

1 did a lot of intere.staig tliing'- 
around the house. I had the bes* re.si- 
dential bungalow in Kerala It lud 
been built a hundred years ugi • in 
splendid style It was set m fi v*- sp? j w 
ling acres of land It wa.s jungle when 1 
took over I cleared the area i c U aied 
three acres and built a btsiutii ul gard ■ 
en there, with a small swinirniog pool 
in the middle. In .m\ m»>nllis, the gard¬ 
en was a not of colour 1 planie^l in.isi 
of the plants myself and watered them 
every day In the middle ol flu’ > wnritn- 
ing pool I had a small oulhoiise 1 h.id 
water falling from the oulla 'iisf- ro. 
into the swimming poo! a! nrglu ] 
would sit there late at nighl •.!i- mi 
of things, kstening tc> the sound ■ >! 
water falling into the sw;ii mine,; wi) 

I cleared thebal.ince tuc ■'.• 'c-. o' lend 
and converted it into a vei v 
five vegetable garden I piodo' > d 
enough vegetaliles to*- flic i.nlm i ni. ■- 
ny Picking the vegi’ta!’)-'', w.I', n>» p:i- 
vilege Nobody else w as .iliow fi! f. > do 
it They were the produL lot nn’ ii’::!' 
labour We .sent baskclfuls vegeta¬ 
bles to all the neighbour^ We had 
beams, bittergoinds, lad\ -iing-’r-, 

My fUiwers .ind vegetable*-, 'ven o'v 
bighapi'ines.s 1 would 'mmI- e\. r^ 
viaj in the garden at least K"- li,'-'. 
hour in the morning, be!i>;i* {lie * i t 
tors came My wile and kid-' .p*,-ni 
most ol the lime there Ihilhiiii si<'.i' 
were tull-tledged green- \f\ von'iy.ci 
son, Adarsh, who was jiisi teo; nen 
wocametoKotlayani h.innec!-.tn il* 
ing in my house t>ni cl.u w hee hin 
wife and I Were out, ni\ \on''ir.''i bo 
ther came down from kt'.imi ■■ t li 
worked in the tea g.tid."!'. ' fe le.'k 
out a cigarette and h! it ^- * i f.-ht 
him. "Hoi'-'t Jestrvi' nv, 
brother was quite St. iril*-.i I'e.i * 
smoke tor the rest <>1 tic-ece,*. >>\\ i te. 
w'eekends we weiv* out u I. i va*-1. ids 
most of the time My eliii i so.i, .-‘.ka'.h. 
alwaysordeied ihecai ‘oslupaMv 
timehesaiv trts*s being cut T'h**\- 
expelled me to arre-.l aii\ bo-.fv *.' lie 
eut a tnv S<vmetip-ie- 1 ■ nd ! '-■ i* 
bi'Cdu.se the\’ were rufti':v o •'■■* '<■ ;>;*- 
matelv I ven in ITelhi nn ? ' !■ ;*, ■: 

me hi arrest anvhi'd V i.b * .i 

liee I tell them th.il 1 lia* c n* • mi. 
powers hi arrest ams'ii. i in .e ■ 
unhappy ^vIlh the answet ■ 
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Anasuya Basu fiKHscs on the abysmal quality of ailreiHsin^ in this state 


I f you've been to see a movie in a 
Calcutta tlieatve. you'll know 
wliat we .ire talking about Af. 
the house lights gt) doivn, and 
you .settle back in your seat with j>op 
v'orn and crisps, especting to see the 
trailer ot the nevt Hollywood release 
you reeieve ^'our first shock 

Instead of seeing the glorii'us 
\’i.sage of Denii Moore (>r even 
Sharon Slont', a visual ot a south 
Caliutta beauty parlour is flashed on 
the screen The interior is tackv and 
very down-market indi-ed, ami the 
customers on view n(> belter If 
seems eUremely unlikely that any 
number ot visits to a beauty parlour 
u ill do them any good But 
uiideleried, they .submit themselves 
to the attentions ot a suceession ot 
ugiies, ami then have the neive to 
recommenil the .same trenlineni to 

Vt 111 

lorluie lime extends to televi.sion 
a- well l-nsi, a \esl-clad man 
appeals on the small screen, his i ve.s 
hidden behind a red band A girl 
then voines intcv thi' trami and hugs 
him tjoin behind Fortified by this 
.shoi\ ot attection, the man raises his 
gun and laki’s aim And despite 
being blinil folded, he hits bulls-eye 
Tfie \’oue-i>vi’r s,i\s, "Chukh Inindhn 
k.oi<- hluiinJiii fiiifc " 

I'hen, It IS I'me Iim- sc'me hisilth 
advice from oni ot the top-rated 
ai.tres.ses ot Tollvwoo.l I lolding a 
bottle ot a livei tonic m one h.ind, 
and tapping il lepealedlv with the 
other, she bleaks inti' song to 
recount the virtues of the prmimi 
The camera .hen cuts quicKiv to a 
'diictor', who repeats hi*r 
exhortations in more senorious 
tom‘s 

N obody can seriously dispute tliat 
the quality ot most 
advertisements pioduced in Bengal 
Is abvsmal Tlie produdum values 
are slioddv, the concepts are second 



Advertisements that worked; Keo Karpin and Bata had catchy slogans 


III even third-rate, the models are 
incredibly unattractive and the ad-, 
almost laughable in their immaluntv 
Neverinoless, somi’ well-know ii 
coiapanu's ol the citv including such 
multinationals as ITC and Bal.i as 
wi II as Bi-iigali institutions hke Cl f) 
I'hatmai eutiials and Dev's Medic.il, 
hav«' tiled to leave their mark m the 
dvnamu world ol advertisement 
The.se companies- tew though they 
are in number-—have gifted llie city 
meaningful campaigns th.it have left 
an impri'ssion in the consu-ner mind 
while pninioling brand awareness 
and popularity'. But such worthwhile 
work is limited to a leu 'vho ha\ e 
the wherewithal v'OMiiled with the 
good inleiiticins to create 
commen t.ible l ampaigns For the 
rest, the same old rubbish goes 

" The .small companies are yi-l to 
lealise the potential of good 
promotionais," s,i\s Swapan Seth, 
executive director, Fqiui.s Though 
Seth IS ver\' ilefen.sive .iboul the 
nil 'h cre.ilivi- think-tank he feels, 
ih e work done here is not very 
coiitemporarv. It tails back bv at least 
a couple ot years " And tor this lie 


I blames those coiiii'i-ns "who have 
: little foresight ,md knowledge .iboul 
; the consumi'r market " s.ivs Seth. 

; "Besides, thev c.mnot choose thi- 
right agency lor theniselvc's .is thev 
shop cne.ipiT I'heir ads sutler trom 
i iiivopii creativity as iheir shorl-tenn 
- peispectives eome in the wav ot 
■ inspiration " 

Tile small companies m contr.ist 
I eoiitinue to depend on their existing 
I market with litlle ambition tor 
forging mtt> newer, unexplored 
, terrain a\s a ropivsenlative ol Allens 
' 1 aboralones, a company .selling iiair 
i fertiliser and livei Ionics, says, "We 
I already have an enln'iiched market 
; W’l- .ire not seeking to cn-ate new 
oiu-s " Pr.i\, what then is the n ason 
loi ,1 pn*mmin slot in Doordarshan 
■>iime lime for its product ad It just 
, ms reminder \ alue, ho retorts. 

I Not only ,ire they unwilling to 
I venturt' into newer markets, these 
I comjiames spend a pittance on 
! promotion and publicity Firmly 
I enscMiK ed in the market they have 
! little reason to add to their ewerhead 
I costs, they .sav While n'alising the 
] need and imporf.ii.ce ol getting their 
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products known and seen, these 
brms are not yet ready to allocate an 
adequate share to advertisements. 

Thus seem to be in a strange 
dilemma. While they can hardly 
ignore the potential of ads m this age 
of cut-throat competition, their 
shoestring budgets often force them 
to compromise on quality. Poor 
audio-visuals mar the effects of 
advert!,sements where the sole 
endeavour is to capture the attention 
of prospective buyers amidst the 
"great din" created by competitive 
brands. A complete lack of 
originality in the scripts together 
with poor photography and even 
worse aesthetics make the ads look 
cheap and dull compared to other 
high-profilt' competitors 

Ram Ray, director, Clarion and 
Response, attributes the doficieni'y of 
c[uality work in this part of the 
country to llic "absence of 
industrH's " Says Ray, "Isn't it 
obvious that Bombay, Bangalore, 
M.idras would gel the fair share' of 
work because of Ihe new industries 
growing there ' He himself has 
chosi'n to stay on m thi.s city "to 
disprove the common belief that 
good campaigns cannot be generated 
from here Wi- fit Response have 
done* it liiue .ind again and have 
won awards alsii " 

Ray, known toi hii. innovatiw 
wc>rk III laiigu-ige adverti.seinont 
sai's, "Bengali language advertising 
has not developed much What is 
done IS meiviy a translation ol I Iindi 
or F nglish ads There is no 
Iranscivation As a result nuances aie 
lost, evi'i'essions beccmie wooden, 
punch lines tall flat," he says This is 
conoborated by S’lh who finds 
sitiipU' Bengali dialect the most 
effective way of coinmunu ation His 

Ram Ray, director, Clarion and 
Response: Innovative approach 





Focussing on Bengal: Both Boroline and Keo Karpin tried this appraoch 


Bata slogan, 'Haanta mane Bata' 
evoked a tremendous response. 

Seth says there is no excuse tor 
the unimaginative slogans of Bengali 
ads. If there could be such fantastic 
and stylish Hindi adlines such as 
OgiKy and Mather's 'Ki/u wad liai 
r.mdegi An'(Cadbury) and 'Merawala 
pink' (A.sian Paints) why can't then* 
tx' equally famous ad slogans or 
punch lines in Bengali.^ 

M aking a difterence to the 

general trend an* a handful of 
Bongal-ba.sed companies which ha\'e 
the will and the means to 
expenmcnl and evolve new 
ranipaigns that will serve the 
primary purpose of adwrlisement as 
well as be aethetically pleasing 

C.D Pharmaceuticais of Boroline 
lame have through the years come 
up with meaningful campaigns done 
by Respon.se that identified the 
coinpan) with Bengali culture and 
ethos. 

'Banna ithmer an^o the ad slogan 
for the corporate campaign sought to 
identify the company with Bengali 
life and times, cashing in on the 
strength of its traditional brand, 
Boroline, say's the new-wave 
filmman, Ritupomo Ghosh, who w.is 
assoaated with the campaign for a 
decade "It was a deliberate attempt 
to make the company synony'moiis 
with Bengali culture. We released 
new campaigns (particularly in the 
print media) to lommemmorate each 
of the highpoints in Bengali 
calendar, Naha Barsha, Puja," he says 
The product campaigns of 
Boroline have evolved with time. 
From the lyrical commercial of the 
Sixties that blared through radio 
sets, the campaign strikes a 
contemporary note with 'jdvtnrr olha 
pada aahaje na lane' and Chrodvt 


Boroline 

Another lompanv which has to a 
certain extent contiibuted to the 
development of Bengali 
adverli.semcnts is Dev's Medical 
Stores Private 1 milled Gashing in 
on the opportunities thiown open by 
the proliteration of the electromc 
media, the rompanx' shed its "staid 
image" witli a watershed campaign 
which repositioned its main pioduct 
Keo Karpin hair oil ''I'oi the first 
time we made a value-addition lii 
our established ideutitv. that <■!' hair 
nouri.shnient Now we also talked 
about how oiled hair eould help one 
to tiy out different slvles," s.ivs 
Kishore Chakra baity, account 
director of NfiCann loicksou, the 
agency which handles the Dev's 
account 

The Keo Karpin promolionals 
have also tried to consolidate the 
message ot oiH’ness between Bengal 
and the company wlneh h<is its 
maximum market share in the stale 
. Its sign-olf line 'C.ire you can trust' 
emphasises the lime tested trust 
' endowed on the product b\ its 
! customers through generations I’he 
Bengali sK>gaii' liiiiii ptatulin Keo 
■ Karpin' has been aptl\ translated tor 
: its Hindi camp.ugn '.Mcm) luii di>t Kev 
Kariiin'. 

Its new produel, ken Kaipiii 
Body Oil, tries to give the essentially 
traditional conipanv an up-market 
I and elegant loi»k which is enhanced 
I by its model Malavika Tnv.in .s 
] lissom bodv and glowing skin 
I it is this kind ol upgrading ihal 
' Bengali adverli.semeiils need 
desperately if the\ aie lo make a 
. mark in an increasingh loinpentive 
. market And until di.it hapj'ens, we 
; will have lo put up with the kind ot 
' )unk that we an- subiested to d-.inng 
: every visit to a movie hall ■ 
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EASTERN RAILWAY 
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Bonbay Mall .■ ■ ■■ ‘ 11 
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■ ;■ ■ I . 
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KanAanlwBa (Lumdlna) Expiess 
Gour Emiess 
KaUhar Exprass 
Janenu-Tiwl Bomss 
Mughal Saral Bqiiess ..m. 
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ENQDiniES; For round the doiA interrmtion of Eastom Ralh«ay aaid 
South-Eestom Railway trains, pleese dial 220354S-54 lot liMxanIng Italna. 
2203535-44 lor al! ottm Intormallon For information about leoerwHons on 
Eastern Etallway and South-Eastern RalNmw trains, dial 2203496-3500 (from 
8 am m 8 pm on Mwokdays and B am (b 2 pm on Sundays and obiB 
lad holidays) In addition, dial 1331 (tor racoiM Information ort liwn 
running), 131 (negardiirg train opetaHons) and 135 (regarding reaerva- 
tions) train service enquiry at Sealdah 3503535-37 







Sketches 

WAR GAMES 


And the names lehoplay them 


This Wee k: Sushmif^ Sen Vs Ai shwa rya Rai 



AtBhwarya Rai: Current favourite with the bookies 


F irst battlegiound. Ilx' I*oniina 
Miss India pagi-.inl Sushmit.i 
was Miss Delhi nnd 
Aishwarya had been selected 
Miss Bombay But Aishwarya was 
the hot favourite that yi-ar, being 
widely tipped to win tlie crown 
Rai s advantages; She had been a 
model, both on the ramp and in 
front of the camera, foi several years 
Not only was this escellent training 
ft»r conducting herself on stage, but 
it also added t'normou,sly to her selt- 
confidcnct' 

Moreover, the Fcmnia ciowd was 
said to favour her, and it was 
believed that the contest was only a 
formality; a.s far a.s the organisc-rs 


I wen concerned, Asli ha already 
' bei-n crowned 

, Sen's advantages: 1 he)- weren'l 
I apparent at lirst sight Siishnnta was 
a voung i>elhi girl, who h.uln't really 

■ made an impact in the woild of 
i 'ndian modelling lint vvhal she 

I lacked in experience, .she moic than 
. made up in chutzp.ih, a rcsidv wit 
! and pn-st;nce of mmd 
. The Great Upset: Ag.iinst all odds, 

! Suslimita beat Aishwarya in the final 
i round and was crowned Miss India 
; I, .some .said becaii.se of her ready 

■ replies in the i]uestu)n and an.swer 

; segment ot tlie comiietifioii Kai had 
' to be content w'lth the Miss India II 
; crown. 'Phis meant tliat while 


I Suslimita would participate in the 
' Miss Universe pagc'ant, Aishwarya 
I w'ould have to vie for the Miss 
I World title. 

I The Greater Upset. Su.shmila vvc'nt 
I on tc) win the Miss Universe crown, 
once again pipping the favourites at 
the post. Nol only was she showered 
I with monc'y, gifts and attention, she 
j flew' back home a national heroine, 
i Clad in a while gowm, she ivas taken 
: in procession around her native 
Delhi in a horse-drawn carriagi", as 
i crowds cheert'd from either sicle of 
I till’ road 

! Where did that leave Aishwarya?: 

; Quite out ot the reckoning, 

I apparently Now that India liad 
j bagged the Miss Universe title, the 
I conventional wisdom wont, it was 
i eKtremely unlikely -no, make that 
i mipossible—(hat Rai would be 
i chosen Mi.ss World There w'as no 
j way that both these titles would be 
! given to Indian contenders So. for 
; no fault ot her own. Ash had been 
. effc'Clively eliminated 
' Had she?: Nol bloody likely' 
i Turning a deal ear to the groans of 
r dismay, Rni went on to compete in 



Bobby Oeol; Ash’s first screen hero 




the Miss World pageant, determined 
to prove the prophets of doom 
wrong. And that she did; being 
crowned Miss World in a surprise 
win. 

So, finally Sen and Rai were quits?: 
To the contrary. In fact, this is when 
the carping and bitching started in 
right earnest; until then, both girls 
had been on their best behaviour, not 
wanting to create wavi's before their 
respective pageants 

But now, Su.shmita gave 
interviews telling the world how 
Bombay models had given her a bad 
time in her pm-Miss Universe days, 
though she was clever enough to 
add that .she was now friends with 
Rai. But despite such di.sclaimers, the 
message got through all right 
How did Aishwarya react?: She 
didn't, though she was quizzed 
about her relationship with Su.shmita 
in every interview she gave. Rai, 
howeviir, kept hci own counsel. 


insisting that while she wasn't great 
friends with Sen, they weren't 
enemies either. 

The rivalry continues; The second 
act is currently being played out in 
the studios and sound stages of 
Bollywood. Both Rai and Sen have 
decided to try their luck m Hindi 
movies, though Sushmita also has a 
Mam Ratnam film in the bag 
Ash's dream debut: Will be against 
Bobby Deol, the dashing son ot 
Dharmendra, in a Deol home 
production. And she has al.so bei'n 
signed up by Yash Chopra 
Sushmita's first film: Will be 
directed by Mahesh Bhatt, who has 
had an amazing run of bad luck 
n‘cently. Bhatt will, no doubt, be 
hoping that Sen will change all that 
with her Miss Univer.se ctMebnly. 
Will she?. It's hard to say Sen was 
her usual confident self at the 
ma^iural ot Bhatt's film, and 



Sushmita Sen: Bagged a Man! Ratnam film 



Mahesh Bhatt: May strike gold with 
Sushmita Sen 

performed exceedingly well despite 
having a long-winded dialogue to 
deliver (R.ii, on the other hand, 
botched up a dance mimbi'r at her 
mahurai) But whether she will bo 
able to su.stain ^his performance 
remains to be .seen 
Sen's disadvantages' Her looks, 
strangely enough, hor one thing, 
Sushmita is far too tall to hi in with 
the image of a 1 lindi film lieroinc 
Al.sci, since most ot the present-dav 
heroes are quite short---Aamir Khan, 
Salman Khan, etc —producers may 
balk at signing her up opposite 

them. 

Then most people sec Sushmita 
as being too Westernised in lH>th 
appearance and manner to work in 
the conlc'd ot Hindi movies But 

then, they said the same things 
about 7eenat Aman and Parveen 
Babi; and see h(w far they got 
On the other hand: Ai.shwarj-a is 
said to be just wliat the distributor 
ordeied VVith her classical goosl 
looks and mediuni (by modolliiig 
standards, she’s about hve teet seven 
mchesl height, she is the archelypal- 
Hiiidi him heroine Cast in the 
Waheeda Rehman rathiT than Simi 
Carewal mould, Kai looks better 
equipped to deal with the domand.s 
of Bollywood movie makers 

And the winner is...: Yi>ur guess is 
as good as ours, But we have to 
admit that Ar.shivarj'a is the ciineiil 
tavounte with the bookies But then, 
Sushmita has perloimed quite well 
against the odils on an earlier 
occasion So. what's to prevent her 
iFom doing It again? ■ 
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i; illn .inliiii; sl.ooki i.iise \oiir 
'[';i'‘s ,1111.1 bmn, b.'iiel 

Virgo 

22 Soplombor 22 
Max 11 slunil>.l lu* 

I't ill m [' u ki‘ 1 . 1 . and 
Vi'ii w lil haxu all (hr 
hilt \ mi v\ ant to 
I (K us (111 I«> . ipci .Ui i (• I tfnrts, 
:rl'.i'*ilux i n-iiihtlitv .iml 
puMj. |■•‘lalJnlV. I’.n [lartuui.u 
ii-'i ’-1 t*» no’v s, \ ii’\'s, ads. 
p'l'Jc! it tl'Ts .lOil iu>in I's It 

Is alsi iSMK II»i 

IcaTniji^ r(.'‘uMri h an J n«L.nu*v 
l.iki- he Ith pii’i ai.tions 



m 



Libra 

September 23 -- October 22 
Money time tor 
Librahs Add to thif>, 
_ passion and 
..J d)’namisni Bui von 
must satcguard j'our hoalth 
Pending work must be 
lonipletfvi so th.vt you can 
launch new imes Matters 
which begin as a routine could 
end up .IS exciting proieels 
Anything to do with land and 
development is positive 

Scorpio 

October's — November 22 
Sun lupiter fine 
juxtaposition makes 
to' hehind-the-sit'iie 
moves and heiMic 
maniH'uvies Monev power, 
romance .lie detinilelv the 
name ol the game M.irn.ige, 
ties and partneiships at .ill 
levels are very pn.b.ible 
Arrows point to .i good social 
lite, partying and h.iving .tin 
1 li.it’s the w.iv to sui ceeci 

Sagittarius 

November 23 — December 20 
'I he Mercurv- 
Nepfime placing 
eoiikl r.ike in mon.-v. 
be il tliiougb job, 
pioles^ion, tnisiness or sale ol 
piopi'rtv Ol toreign exthaiige 
d.'.il ^ou U'uld wake up willi 
llie answers Areas ol interest 
do VMclen W-rv surprisingly, 
\ou could plav thi' modest 
man 01 w.iinan nol .itr.iid In 
.isk or It am 





, Capricorn 

\ December 21 — January 19 

Short are the davs ot 
wine ,ind roses, but 
they ate here now, 
and It is surelv up to 
you to make the most ot it 
C.anesha says, beauty clulv, 
utility will he thi- wav you live 
and adjust I riends, well 
wishers, sweelhe.li Is, 
supporters, eldeis and the 
children will toini the milage 
of yoiii lile 

Aquarius 

January 20-- February 18 

Both the hoiiliiTs, 
work .111.1 home w'M 
ne liilb I half,I'd 
tllerelon yen mil 
I .line .ilive ^oul eltoils wdl 
bi reu.irded .iiicl you Mil' leel 
.1 lot oeilei II |s mole lii.in 
piissibii lli.il sf' lel .m I .nd 
den helji V. I'l ..ivi-'lie , 1 .'\ l.ii 
you I’l.ins toi 111 . liitiiii IV ill 
be nol only .ti.ivv ii o"i i-iii 
mijilenii iitixl 

Pisces 

fnbruaryl'^ Msiri'h^.’' 

I \ol iiu*s «\hl Si'll 

ii*( ii\ 11 )(»'.i th'i 
but t.ikt .M(ij . 

sti idi* - h 'W ilil • 

Mil i.iliui I.IIIM IttllTIU" 

ni'ws. V K’\s'». I orilcH is 
i»>ntriMh ami 

(liu umouis 1 '! (»t 

iindiTxLi’ulinv; .iii' l!u 
Vi.Mi will b« iltMUi, h.iIiiI.jIU 
n^jms* in UMiUlMi !• .iHil IMI >iii i 

tor ^iMid 



BIRTHDAYS 


May S' Ml Hill .Mars coniunclion slio'.vs a bit ot stn*ss and 
•stmin, ssivs Gancsha Rul t.h.il can In- overcome with prayers, 
.slriiight ihinking ,ind right .iclion. 

May 6 c Mixin sun combmalion ief.‘rs to pi'obl.'m.s .if prosltge 
and status, leadersluji and management By Sc'pteinbcr, th** 
situation clears con-siderabiv 

May 7: bun trim’ fupiler le.xds to fame, riches, enterpn.se, 
success and joy siioyild you play vooi cards nght. Journey, 
ceri'niony and coll.iln'rativias ai*' on thy cards foi yc'u. 

May Mercury trine Neptune means all dejiHinds upon yc-ar 
skills and cliatm, dexterity and adaptability as signified by 


Mercury. Neptune gives you the inspiration to tiy alniosi 
anything wm success. 

Jifoy 5*r Moon conjunction Uraims ivill give .i nvkei ilinist to 
your activities and the chanc<-s atv you will make Ihe gi.id.' 

You aco on a good wicket. 

i May itk M<h>.:'s last quarter makes you work very iia-d and 
[ play hard. Your ingenuity and inventiveness will liavt five play 
i and that is how you will be a winmtr. 

Jlajr II: Muon tnne Mans square Pluto shows a pttnod of 
uncertainty coming to an end givir^ you mon* freedom Long 
term projerts dems^ a solution 



f{\t|iiisite cr;illsni.iiishi|i in liUcin.ition.iI Sl.ind,iid 22/22 k.ir.it j^old .nut 
di.ninoiid jewcllciy. DcmIct in piccious and .astrologic.il stones. 
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JUNIOR WHIRL HAl KAUr.V'.AN 



HOOP-OE-DOI One of four shots reaches the 
hoop in the basketball setting above. Which one 
is for you to say. 


DUMB STUFF! 

Perhaps it is a dumb thought, but it seems 
amazing how anyone is able to pronounce the 
word ChJMB. With D as in fudge, u as in four, U 
as in four, M as in mnemonics and B as in debt, 
every letter is silent. 


GREEK-SPEAK! 

Some 2,5(X) years ago, a 
Greek mathematician 
worked out proof that if 
he grew a square upon 
each of the three sides ol 
a triangle, the larger 
square was equal in area 
to that of the other two 
squares combined 

In elation, legend has it, he gave away all his earthly 
goods in offerings to the gods. But contemporaries 
scoffed, made him show his proof to the diigs 

His name, anagrammed. GRAY PATHOS. Can you 
identify him? 



HOCUS-FOCUS 
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FAIR & SQUARE VOTES TO 
CAST 

TWO VOTES carrj' the day in 
this word square challenge. 
VOTES appear both across and 
down. You are asked to find four 
additional words tfiat w’ill also 
read alike in these two direc¬ 
tions Definitions are as follows: 

1. What it take.s to win an elec¬ 
tion (VOTES, already inplace). 

2. Mother Nature's sky-high 
sun blocker. 

3. Viennese dessert cake. 

4. Enroll in a contest or race. 

5. Persons who claim to peer 
into the future. 

Remember, word suuan? 
words read the same both down 
and across. 

Time limit; Two minutes 





















CALVIN AND HOBBES ■ WAHERSON 










































GARFIELD ■ JIM DAVIS 









































THE ADVENTURES OF LEGIONNAIRE BEAUPEEP 


'iS -THiS TH= JSlC-hTT ^^A^' 
. -O HANie OO^ 

U.NIir=0^\Ar“_' 


THATS rr—•sroTTZ^.Nis 

HACINie? OUT Cr5SASS 
iSHAJ^AS XNIIVE^ 

^ CUfs-FS l_=V=i- 


^ rrs OUST A 7 »J-T ^ 

^OU75 -rjAMOOS 
P^aAV\AS STTCKTOUTv 
-- THH EECrnOM 















































ON THE CUTTING 

EDGE 


Cosmetic surgery is the neu> buzzword in trendy circles 
these days, reports Manisha Gulati 


intv the tx)sfnetic surgery revo¬ 
lution in the 80s when image 
was everything, we have ht-en 
bombarded with stories about 
stars who've had their faces lifted and 
celebrities with newly tuckcd-in stt»- 
mach.s and improved breasts. Some of 
them go into trie tiniest detail about 
every little nip and tuck, even as the 
stars swear that their good looks are 
simply down to gtxid genes. 

Madhuri Oixit, Sridevi, Urmila 


Matondkar, Meenakshi Seshadri have 
all been accused of attempting to 
cosmetically alter their appearances 
and have denied the charges. Dev Ana- 
nd finally relented when the scarf on 
Iiis neck became too narrow to hide it. 
The former Miss Universe, Sushmita 
Sen, has been accused of having breast 
implants to give herself the curves she 
lacked. And some people insist that 
Amitabh Bachchan has had a face lift 
(well, in the unlikely event that he ha.s. 

And before 


he should ask for hLs money back). 

But docs this mean that, apart from 
the elephant man, only Bollywood stal¬ 
warts, who are obsessed with their 
liKiks. go under the surgeon's knife? 
Not really, there are some ordinary 
upper middle-cla.ss folk who also go 
in tor the occasional corrective measu¬ 
re. But of the l-TO medical colleges m 
the cxiunlry only 15 have aplastic sur¬ 
gery division And out of t^KX'only a 
measly 10 per cent have provisions for 


Jatin Kochar: After the surgery on his nose 





cxxonetic or aesthetic surgery, as it is 
also known. The rest are gear^ towar¬ 
ds correction of deformities (congeni¬ 
tal or otherwise)^ bums and scars. 

Anyone widi the tide'surgeon'after 
their name is not qualihed to perform 
plastic suif^ry, only surgeons who 
are trained in diis particular line are. 
Unfortunately the private sector isn't 
very well controlled in India, and hor¬ 
ror stories abound about unqualified 
'surgeons' leaving their clients with 
horrible scars, lumps, hollovws. 

What occasionally gets lost in all die 
dramatics about Sridevi's nose job is 
that if you are unsatisfied with your 
physical appearance, it can cause you 
genuine mental and physical pain. A 
physical problem can make your soci¬ 
al life very difficult and absolutely 
crush your spirit. Says consultant plas¬ 
tic surgeon and owner of Delhi Plastic 
Surgery Qinic Dr Suresh Gupta, 
"Some find it difficult to face the trau¬ 
ma that comes with middle age and a 
wrinkling face. On another front, solf- 
confiderite falls along with sagging 
breasts l or a third, a nose job can pm- 
bably get someone the modc'lhng 



Dev Anand: Concealing his age with a face lift 
Amitabh Bachchan ; Known to have undergone a face lift 
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assignment she was previously reiiH-’t- 
cd for " 

At the same time a realistic idea of 
what's possible is also important That 
includes what's possibU' for your 
body and for your personality. It's 
very ea>-’v to Itisr- sight of our rtsi! pro¬ 
blems and bi*cornt> obscs.sed with.» 
figure flaw instead. We think "if only I 
Wci.s slimmer or had a bigger chest mv 
life would work out". As 21 -year-old 
l.shita Madan says* "A year ago 1 was 
really down in the dumps I thiuiglit if 
only I looked different Td have a ix't- 
ter sex Hie, more Inends, a gorgeous 
boyfriend and a InTtei job with more 
monev ■ Thanktully my mother talked 
me out of getting a nose job. VVith the 
same nost.- today 1 have everything 
.’xcepi a b«'tt«*i job. I don't think a difte 
rent nose could give me th.it " 

V ery oMen, geneial dis.satisfactu>n 
can n'sult in .someone (mding her¬ 
self or hiiTtself on the surgeon «table 
People don't always have a specilu 
reason for wanting surgery Ihev iust 
know something is Kitnering th<>m 
about a particular feature but they 
haven't really thought about what it 
really is, or why they let'l like that 
When we think of losmetic .surgery 
we think ol perfection Model pertixl 
hixlies and sfog.ias like' 1 he perhxf 
body can bt' yours' are sadly just not 
the case. 


2/ 




Michaol Jackson : Great believer in plastic surgery 


ugly or unattractive feature." 

Alka IS an attractive 28-year-old ban¬ 
ker with a good figure and an even bet¬ 
ter social life. A year ago she underw¬ 
ent surgery to get her bat ears correc¬ 
ted.. She explains, "1 could never put 
my hair up or sport a short style. Whe¬ 
never the wind blew I'd worry like 
mad that my ears would pop out and 
people would laugh. And I was sick of 
usmg hairspray." 

TJashion designer Jatin Kochhar, too, 
J/ had corrective surgery dune on his 
nose, not once but twice. His story is 
one of woe. He hates the way his nose 
has turned out and now prefers what 
mother nature had blcss^ liim with 
—the lessTT of two evils. I le moans, 
"Butcher! Disaster! The first is my doc¬ 
tor, the second is my nose. After the 
operation it was absolutely tilted 
towards the left. Then he operated on 
me again. Nothing prepares you for 
the pain after the surgery It was a 
sheer waste of Rs 25,0(X). Even now it’<>' 
got a left bias. If someone tells mo fol¬ 
low your nose I'm in for trouble." 

His surgeon, DrS S. Sethi, president 
of the Plastic Surgery A.ssf»ciation ol 
India, drawls "1 nat boy needs to .see a 
psychologist. I alsc* had thn*e .sittings 
with him l*eforc the operation but I 
don't se<-what his problem is. You've 
seen his nose, what's wrong with it^ 
And now he calls me butcher. 1 refusi' 
to comment on it." 


All cosmetic surg«*ry can do is 
improve what's already there. It can't 
turn you into Cindy Crawford ov«>r- 
night. Neither can good looks guaran¬ 
ty your happiness Princess Diana 
and Marilyn Monroe are proof 
enough of that. At the .same time medi¬ 
cal experts arc now more aware of the 
link betwyn emotional and physical 
health. 

As r>r Suresh Gupta says, "What are 
t'he motives of a person who antiapat- 
ing pain, discomfort and knowing the 
risk of complications, willingly enters 
the hospital, lies down on the operat¬ 
ing table to submit to an operation? It 
must be a chain of psychological reac¬ 
tions, unpleasant experiences, linger¬ 
ing remarks, frustration-s, disturbing 
self-con.stiou.sness which es'entuaPy 
brings thi‘ patnmt to submit to a cosme¬ 
tic operation. Plastic surgeons who 
d(!al with these patients know that it is 
not empty vaiii^ that drives them to 
the decision. Th^ want to be inconspi- 
CUOU.S, they want to rid themselves of 
the fyling of being conspicuous by an 


Sushmita Sen : Accused of undergoing breast implants 
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“Paby Doll singer Alisha Chinai also 
Dboasts of a face lift, and some say, 
breast implantsi, but she, unlike fatin, 
is migjhty pleased «vitik the results and 
nvhat it's done for her looks. Pop 
ger Michael Jackson is, of course, in an 
eittirely different cate^ry. He's got 
himself a complete body overhaul; 
eyes, nose, mouth, ears, and even 
colour. 

Why just celebrities. Today aesthe¬ 
tic surg^ is the buzzword in almost 
every nign-income household. Consi¬ 
dered a magic cure for life's problems 
die doctor sometimes has to play Ck>d 
to help die patient realise whether a 
surgical procedure is actually going to 
make that positive difference or is ]ust 
another traumatic step in a crisis 
situation. 

i'or women who've been sexually 
abused, if.s common to have a distort¬ 
ed image of Iheir body. They may take 
to awmrtic surgery as a way of chang¬ 
ing the loolcs that have caused them so 
much pain. They want to leave their 
oid life behind and as a result their old 
liMiks Amencan actress Rr>scanne 
Arnold says in her autobiography 
about hc*r sexual abuse by her father. 
"Kverybme I looked in the mirmr I'd 
see my dad. It's hard to look at your 
abuser in the nurror everyday To me 
plastic surgery felt like- a way erf revers¬ 
ing all the shit that had happe ned. It 
wa.s part erf mv physical reexwery," 

L iposuction is a much harder one to 
argue about on the health scale. It 
can only improve your silhouette by 


getting rid of love haiKilcs or smooth¬ 
ing out the bulging himps on the sides 
of saddlebag thi^K. It is a body con¬ 
touring cxcercLse not a body slimming 
one. It can't make your legs or hips 
slim all over. 

Liposuction cannot get nd of oeUu- 
lite. The fat that causes it is too dose to 


thi* skin to be removed in this way. Sur¬ 
geons can only remove a few pounds 
of flesh at a time otherwise you'd go 
into dinicaJ ^cick as happened with a 
young woman in Bombay at a reputed 
hospital some months ago. She died 
on ^ operabng table DrSuresh 
Gupta explains. "You can only 
remove two litres of fat at a time 
because aking with that fat comes 
blood, which needs to be replaced 
Some cpiacks, impersonating os sur¬ 
geons don't realise tlus and blocxl pres¬ 
sure falls leading to disaster." 

On the erfher hand if you were very 
fat and managed to lose a krf of 
weight, you could very easily be offer¬ 
ed an operahon to trim the baggy flesh 
that often remains after massive 
wmght loss— on your stomach, upper 
arms and thighs. But even m this case 
younger, fitter skin snaps back more 
easily after surety. If the skin is oki or 
has been stretched by repeatt*d weight 
gain and loss, it can scar and sag moR' 

Facts sudi as these must be mulled 
over before you submit yourself to the 
surgeon's scalpel. Because'<xismetic 
surgery is like any other surgery — it's 
painful and fri^tening and you have 
to fed it's worm it to go through with 
it Only you can decide why you want 
it. And whether a nicer, .smalfer nose 
will really make that important a dilfe- 
renoe to your life. ■ 


Madhuri Dixit : Cosmebc beauty? 
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FIrstTer^on 


}AVED AKHTAR;, script-writer and hfr^t, has scrieied some of the greiUest Nodthusters in 
Boltywood history. After he split wi0i Salim, he embarked on a s<m career tvfndt caUandted him to die 
heists of fame. In his new avatar as poet, Javed penned his first audio-book, Tukaav hi^fy acclaim^ 
by critics and connoisseurs of Urdu poet^. ^ 


TATliat i» your idea of perfect 
TV happineas? 

Sonwrtliing well done, worfliwhik 
and well appreciated. 

What is ]ratur greatest fear? 

Thai jLxrwers may 

destroy the senilar and democrahe 
structure of our society. 

Who or what has been the greatest 
influence in your life? 

The Leftist movement, European 
tktion, Urdu poetry and Hindi 
dfutma. 

What do you dislike most in 
others? 

IVtliiwiss. 


Books, auto^aphed by their 
«mlers like Ki^tan Chander and 
Faoz. 

What objects do you always cany? 

My reading glasses. 

What makes you inosl depressed? 

Gcnmnunal flafe>tq}s in the 
country. 

What w you dislike most on your 
appearance? 


What makes you 
most depressed? 


What do you dislike most in 

yourself? CoTTimunal flaie-ups 

What is your most precious thc COUntry 

possession? 



It is too late to say that! 

What ia your favownte word? 

Decen^. 

What is your favourite ieunicT? 

Life. 

What ia your favouzile dream? 

A prosperous India where pecrote 
are h^thy, educated, broadmind^ 
creative, arHstir and live in pret^ 
houses in extremely clean k^Utks. 
What is your ni^ktuuuc? 

The socio-ccimomic ccMidition of 
most of India. 

What or who is the greatest love of 
your life? 

Atri»—my mother; Safiya, my 
wife, £3rabana, and my daughfer, 
Zewa. To choose one. I'll have to loss 
a Ihrec-stded com. 

What is your source of sustenance? 
My love for life 

On what occasions do ymi lie? 

That is rare. 

What is your greatest regret? 

1 could have learnt much more 
dan 1 haw. 

What has been your happiest 
moment? 

When I bought my first house. 
What brings tears to your eyes? 

The helplessness or tfw 


Who or what has 
been the greatest 
influence in your 
life? 

The Leftist 
movement, European 
fiction, Urdu poetry 
and Hindi cinema 


underprivekged. 


How do you rriax? 

lAhth friends, books and movies. 
What do yon envy moot iu otihem? 

Iheir capacity for hard work 
How wordd like to be 
emlrcmn 

VAth wartntfi and redirect. 

How would you Hke to fie? 

Not in a hurry. 
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THERE’S NOTHIXG 
AR rmClAL ABOIT 
IS SAHii: IPS M^ABE OF 


Ayurveda the science of life, has stood the test of time 
lor emit over 2,000 years. Ayurveda is a legacy from 
India's glorious part when the Rishis had mastered 
the secrets of nature for the benefit of mankind. 
Vkxo V^radanti Parte is the original Ayurvedic 
paM. Vkxo cares lor your mouth— 
effective, active, totally natural. Vkxo is for healthy 
guns A firm teeth Every tube of Vkxo contains 20 
pure herbal extracts long established by Ayurvedx 
herbal traditions to be good for teeth, mouth A 
gums. Ayurvedic practice, centuries old, 
actively involves, those elements in nature most beneficial 
to the individuals. Vicco Parte is made from herbs, 
barks, roots A ffowets... no artificial ingredients, no harsh 
abrasives or fluorides.. Just the-bert ingredients 
for disorders of gums A teeth Vkxo's concentrated 
formula lasts longer and tastes great 
Vkxo s worldvnde favourite for decades. 

Vkxo is vegan. No Animal ingredients. 

Vkco Products: Nstural-Naturrty better. 


LABORATORIES 

Dadar, Bombay-^ 014, India. 





Over a decade, you've experienced furious monsoons, 
withering heatwaves and a rapid increase in pollution. 


Incredibly, your exterior paint 



Jn a fast changing woili!, some things remain brightly constant. Like Sandtcx Matt. The country's premium 
exterior finish Irrjm Snowcem India. Sandtex Matt is India's first textured exterior finish. And since 1970 

there has never been another, mo'e popular. What could be better SflOWCCm India Ltd 

guarantee. So invest in Sandtex Matt. And biush away time. indm-s no i MifRioR paint lompant 
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The lMegra|)h 


Fridtiys‘;-'.’y ■■'■ 

il WStlt lhe'«ntry of for¬ 
eign into the coun¬ 
try, Indiana can now 
chotwAomii iaj^vart- , 
oty jhf outfits CPtiday ■ 
OnsbinR*- MJrch24/. 

Of course, this applies 
to the well-off cxw]^rat« 
executives and Isusinessr 
men who can, a&>rd to 
shop in exclusive interna¬ 
tional designer stores like 
Mexx, Benetton and 
KB+T. 

When a casual Wear 
shirt is available for 
Rs 700 t>r a plain leather 
belt for around Rs 500, it 
‘.hiws that the people 
wht» btty them nave that 
kind of disposable 
incoroe. Obviously. ».»ur 
standard of living has 
unproved. 

Ai’ijit Vhtttfi, 

Calcutta 

It is a feeling that 
we can now also wear on , 
originsd QiaiitfrarH^ Fewy' 
In mdia b^d how. many of 
us can i^flbrd n atdt 
ortmusei^s? , . 

RnfifiDatr 
Oikittia 






T^^nl^l^by 



i tiny Ten 


rjpme in fnenls wear 


educating viewefs;'}ts pef- 
niciims Cecils-now di«- 
nipthtg social and family 


it*a' 


ilife^'lcteviskin and the 
Fainlly',,March !?>.. 

Besides^ wh«d to. 

watch on televieRw other 
^vMtiafew serials 

aind mws snagijazineit. . 
am fit^wfed'wfih '■ 


to; 





vnewer attention. 
lAetotoata Mokanty^ 
Bajhiiorr (Onssai 

i^>^ry, Pl^a^ 

.•Why have yoo'sruMenr - 

.ly.stoPP^ 

poei^lfw|>oehy;|^ . 
add»d ;a.lpt CR.c»^rj(o.. 
toe 

ai^rihg pbi^. lb gei thdr. 


X • The botto extract on 
I criejeeter $ato1n 
7 Teivdulkar was timely C A 
Child Cricketer', April 7). 
For any pers<m to be .suc¬ 
cessful in life he nmis a 
very supportive family 
and in Sachm's case he 
iwes much K' his elder 
brotlwr yVjit wlw> went out 
of his way to make sure 
the child Sachin had the 
right training. The result: 
Sachin is one of the finest 
batsmen in the w-orld 
today. 

fattmanana Ba^key, 
Hanpaihi fOriinii 

• Afit Tendulkar has mtel- 
tigently exploited brother 
Sachm's name in minting 
money fmm the bot'jk. The 
price of the bixik explains 
it.^ 

Alfa Miskra; 

Cuttack 

• Cricketers these days 
seem W understand busi¬ 
ness very well. Then* was 
a time when' toey were 
poorly paid and thew are 
instances of cricetern lead- 
mg lives tif extreme 
'depiW^tirm. 

■ Bui ho^ cricket means 
mnney. in.addition to this. 
toey eartv large sums from 
toeiriHxiks arut modelling 
assgrmtots. 

SwptonjM, S*alm, 

Ffftna , ■ 
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P A CONTINCKN.T of retm*d Indiar. Amu’ offi 
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AdUi Phadnis refx>ns on her risit to Pakistan, the 
warm UKHcome, the cold kulfi, and the love-hate 
relationship fx^tween our two countries 

THE VAN TRUNDLED ALONG, CARRYINC; StTME OF THE SENIO- 
r most generals, albeit retired, of the Indian Army. There 
were moments of frenetic chatter and long spells of silence. 
All the passengers appeared to be thinking about what 
they wcR‘ leaving bti-hind; and what they w'ould sec on the 
other side. 

"My father was the one who built Lahore's Model 
Town," murmured the tiny, but exquisitely tumed-out 
General Dewan Prcmchand, 81 this year, who has 
commanded more United Nations Peacekeeping Forces th- 







an anyone else in the world. “I 
wonder what it looks like todav/he 
said pensively, looking out (rf the 
window. 

"You see die cxdour of the 
wheat?" remarked Colonel Jasbcer 
Khurana. "Now it is a muddy grey. 
By die time we return, it will w 
gloriously golden." 

The conversation was abrufitly 
terminated at this point as the 
occupants of the bus ^p^ at the 
si^t of a huge baibed-wire ftmoe 
that seemed to stretch out 
unendingly duough the wheat 
fields. 

"That's the bonier fence," 
someone offered helpfully, "11,000 


The Indo-Pak bolder ait Wagah: A six-inch broad marker separates the two and (above) the Supreme Court of Pakistan 






volte of pure unadulterated 
electncite', guarantci'd to turn you to 
a crisp the minute you touch it " 

VVi- had arrived at the teirder of 
India and Pakistan 


R oiicollianv- students ot the 
Kjshtnva Indian Milil.irv 


XxRjshtnva Indian Milil.iry 
C.'oflej>e, I'tehradun—stand out 
htH ause ihev an* very mid people 
1ak< the Pakistan trip, for nislance 
Indian Kimcollians and then 
wives were invited by their Pakistani 
counterparts tor a a’union. They 
could, like others who have visited 
Pakistan t^rlier, have taken the line 
ot least rv^stance and flown from 
Pclhi to 1 aliore But they ihose U/ j»o 
to Amiiisarbv train, cnvss the Indo- 
I’akistan Kircfer on foot and po ti' 
Lahore by road, c.iusinp enviless 


hcmrs of paperwork in India and 
Pakistan, and many anxious 
. moments for officials. 

! Rimcollians like to live 

; dangemusly, in fad, that's what they 
; live for. 

I Centura] Manoharan, definitely 

I the .shortest mafor general in the 
I Indian Army, revels in danger The 
RIMC wives announce that they are 
going to the lanti nf lulaqs, .so if^they 
mt*et some fumd.some P.ilhans, they 
will leave their husband.s, and say 
'kabool' thrtv times happily to the 
Pathans. 

Manoharan thinks for a while 
and then asks plaintively. "But what 
if a Pathan comes upto me and tells 
me 'kjhool' three tunes'’ What will I 
do?" 

'Hie van stops at the immigration 
and customs counter. Ihcfn- an* 


many forms to fill and several aips 
ot tea to be had here. We gi-l five-star 
Irealment -normally this chann«>l of 
travel is open only ti» foreigners But 
there's no one there at Ifl (X) am. 


except some officials (Manoharan 
pmmply loses his heart to a lady 
officvr who has b<‘autiful eyes) and a 
G«)iden labrador sniffer dog, who 
has no work and sprawls on the 
floor with his nose bi'twcen his paws 
IfHiking .Sony foi him.st'lf 



One of the temples at Lahore 
damaged in the Ayodhya aftermath 

it takt‘s more than an hour to 
finish the paperwork Uveryone is 
getting impatient their I'akislani 
hosts will nave come to the border at 


9.00 am, and will be waiting. The 
leader of the delegation, General 
Virendra Singh, tHHuiis out to the 
offieials "Aui kilnniir la^egi 


Then* is a panicky momenl when 
firN.M Ghal.ile, another 


dimiinitive Kimcoliian. a lawyei ol 


some R’pule and a member ot tlu 
BjP.s national exivutivi-, forgets 








what he did with his passport. But 
that's sorted out eventuallv, and we 
begin walking towards Pakistan. 

We approach the ten feet of earth 
that is no man's land. Exactly five 
feet ahead of us is a thick white line 
that divides the two cuuntrira. "If it 
hadn't bem for the British, we 
would have lx%n one," someone 
says. If only things were (hat .simple. 

A burly Border St.'airity Force 
jawan in full regalia .stands to 
attention on (he Indian side. I le 
ItKiks a little uneasy, there are t(X> 
many people to be controlled What 
if they lose their heads and nuike a 
da-sh for it? The Pakistani Ranger on 
the other .side looks as mimacmg I 
cower and am dreadfully 
embarra.ssed when - as we gel our 
luggage together to rn>ss over, there 
.m* roars from <i loud.spi*aker on the 
liidiiin .side. "Pakistan murdabad" 

We can .see Rimei'llians waving 
to us IniiTi the other side. Thev're 



beckoning us to cross over. Ceiieial 
Virendra Smgh takes the firsl 
svmbolie step into Pakistan I'his is 
not the (.irkbiKit ot the soldier W»‘'re 
L' *iiig home, oi what used to bi' 
Komi’. 

O ur hosts in I.ahoro are Brigadier 
and Mrs Nayinmi I) is Irti* that 
ive learn our first lesson. You don't 
talk ot the 1^7} war 

Bngadiei Nayeern has a bad leg 
' I was siiot," he s.iys bru'flv wiien 
he's .i.sked how he hurl il lie says 
he was a Prisoner of War (PoW) in 
India after 1*^71 General A.shok 
Mehta, a Rimixtllian who was at 
Bogra during the 1971 war and is 
iiiarned to me, tolls me later he 
might have done the damage I'm 


The author. Adrti Phadnis, with InayatuUah Hasan, one of the surviving 
members of the INA, in Pakistan 


•struck with romorsi'. Not so Ashok, 
who, on reaching the Nayei'ms s, 
tucks into iflu La paranthufi, daht and 
roast chicken 

And that's the second lesson 
We'ie innti'd out to breakfa.st, lunch 
aiut dinner. Alcohol l^ bannisJ. a 
bottle ot local w'hiskev is available 
only in the black market and costs 
Rs S.OtlB bo Pakislani-s. who don't 
drink, .shift you with tcHid as a 
sub.stitute. 

It is the ultimate high; you go to 
dinner and the tables an* creaking 
with fiKxl. 'Ihere are two kinds ol 
chicken, two kinds of mutton (we 
an* nut .served lieel to spare our 
feelings, though more than one 


Taj Mohammadi's house at Dera Shadi Khan, Peshawar 



member ot the group is partial Ui an 
underdone steak). 

When our hosts discover 1 am a 
vegetarian, luuki and ttndii are 
produced tor me with pro/usi* 
•ipologws; they iv leftovers from 
lunch 1 n*solve to .soppn*ss the fact 
that 1 don’t i*al meat. 

Pakistanis like to eat. Bui 
Punjabes, more than others bo 
l^hon- is tull ot eating places which 
are open all night. At 3.(X) am, shops 
start .serving nahan and pupa, .soup 
made from trotters which is 
simmered with pulses and spices. In 
the winter months you get hartsa, a 
greasy lixrking unattractive pulp oi 
gn>ens, meat and 12 differt'nl kinds 
of pulses and lentils. 

Hartsa originated in Kashmir, 
travelled to Amiit.sar wnth the armies 
which lived on their stomachs, and 
has scttli'd down in Lahore The 
.signs on the .shops in old lahore still 
say: "Original Amntsari hansa” It is 
enormousl)' rich, smooth and ta^ty 
()n bi'ing told it has aphrodisiac 
qualities, Ashok digs into it 

At 11.00 am, you gel pun hhuii 
and halx'a pun. At lunch time, large 
P.ikistanis come out burping Irom 
eating houses, after krhuos. ratt; and 
firm or lialii. 

Alter all this, you cannot expect 
to stay awake But it vou chiviM' im! 
to have a siesta yon can have a gla* " 
of sugarcane jiiire instead, ivhu h i' 
served on street-conu rs in paujisliop 
like kiosks, or a mini nic.d ot 
ytdvapfhis iu dahihhulht^ Ihe 'water' 
in the vja/ytfppjs i*. miiih miiir sour 
than It IS 111 India but is I ’ss spn-y 




A View of a kaban shop in Lahore 
'rht* dahihhalla'i arc diftfmit a.s wt*ll- 
In India, a giMid dfhihhalla would bi' 
soft on thf insidi' but crisp on the 
tiutsidt'. Then* they are more 
substantial, (as it is not urad but 
maa^h which is used to make them) 
iind arc s<‘rved with a toppiiie of 
boiled potahK-s and sliveis or khivra 

11 you are o( delicate sensibilities, 
you can have* fruit with your ti*a 
str.iwbcrru*s an- red 'd plump, it a 
little tart, and in spr. .j; you can j*et 
cherni's an»l peaches 

And then.*'s no dearth ol fiKid lor 
dinner Apart from the niimenius 
C'hinesi’ restaurants in l,ahore, you 
r.in gel h>i\tnn: that is ladled out Itxim 
huge i^orniu or marinaded 
chickens that an* strung out on lines 
outside* shops, waiting to lx put in 
the tandoor 

Tlien you must have u e-rmam 
Near Lakshmi buildings in old 
l,ahon* (so named because it once 


Lahore. 

And as for music and dance, who 
says It IS unlslainic'’ For a tew stolen 
hours, we wen; taken hi the Shakir 
Ah Memorial, the home of one of 
Pakistan's most t>imous artists which 
was turned into a memorial after his 
death 

As I wandered through the 
house, I stopped entranced rwar the 
baseinf*nt. I thought I heard rufia 
Megh through the dtxjr And sun* 
enough, a girl and four men were 
practising the same handish in Megh 
4iotfahvif kahe kuhu kuhu —that I, •!;: 
a student, had learnt many years 


* 8 ® 

Why are we enemies with 
Paki,stan? 

'rhough discusihon on politics 




name of General A.K. Niazi, the man 
who signed the instrument of 
surrender after 1971, continues to be 
a dirty word in Lahore. After the 
war, when Lahoris got to know he 
was going to settle down in their 
city, they announcxxl they were 
going to blacken his face and parade 
him on a donkey. 

In the intervening years, he tried 
hard to restore his name: he held 
press conferences when General Zia- 
ul-I laq came to power. Dressed in 
black with a red patka he tried to 
clarify that it was politicians who 
had made Pakistan lose tlie war. But 
even the press paid littk* attention to 
him. Today he lives quietly, speaking 
to no one, not answering his 
telephone. 

Bangladesh is a sore point with 
Pakistanis And so is Kashmir 
F<*eHngs nin higli, specially in iht* 
averagf* Punjabi heart, at the 
atrocilii's the Indian Armv is 
committing in 'India Meld Kashmir' 

'You are the Big Bnither. Y'oii 
should lake the first stop," says 
Brigadier Mukhlar Karrem, who 
wants to sev a 'land for p«*ace' 
.solution to Kashmir Rauio and 
tele\'ision carry on relentless 
propaganda .ibout oppn*ssion in 
kashmir Looking at PIV, one would 
think India was Kashmir and vi<v 
versa But th«*n isn't that true about 
IXHirdarshan and Karachi as well? 

A.s a result, 1 am oblivious to the 


A kulfi-fahida shop in Lahore with glittering mirrored facades 


belonged to the Lakshmi (a'lieral 
[n.suran<e Company) you have 
strawbeny' and i>isla-fl.>voun*d 
home-made iuln. If there an* many 
of you. you tan h.ive a kulfa a biix'k 
of ice cr<*am Rul the kidft is the Ix-st, 
tTcamy swirls bursting with fn.iit 
and nuts, none of your .stirbei 
nonsi'nse thank you. and sintullv 
rich. 

But then''s mon* to lahore than 
fixxl. lahons like music, drama and 
the arts. Ihe AJhamra is an 
impressive red brick institution for 

f iaintcrs and students of art. 

’akistani tele-plays, so popular in 
India, an* a by-product ot the 
vigorous theatre movement in 






E olitical upheavals in India which 
ave occurred while we are wining 
and dining—mostly diniitg—in 
Lahore. 

B ut in the bohemian circles where 
we did 'wine' one day—a set of 
outspoken artists who seemed to be 
very serious about their work—we 
fotmd that no one favours whiskey in 
Pakistan. The national—or rather, 
anti-national —dririk seems to be 
vodka. 

But a discussion on a slide show of 
pictures shot during Muh.irram cere¬ 
monies yielded the following political 
point: that the immersion of the Uizui 
into the sea at Karachi was the effect of 
Hindu colonisation and was of recent 
origin. 

Pakistanis view the Hindu with sus¬ 
picion and uncertamty. The older 
generation of Pakistanis cannot under¬ 
stand how the Hindu, who looks so 



meek and will not hit you back even if don't drink and are rich, there's lots to 
you slap him around, can get .so tough buy. 

in his own home. We decide we don't qualify on any 

Brigadier Kareem said he recalled count. So we pack our bags to move on 

the way he would beat up Hmdu boys to Islamabad, taking the Grand Trunk 
in school, but once inside their house.s. Road whidi Sher Shah Sun built many 
the Hindu boys would not touch the hundred years ago. It is an eerie 

Muslims, would not allow them into feeling. 

their houses, and would c.'.ll them Ashok is enormously excited: his 

' ni!r( kh' (unclean! family nugrated from Rawalpindi 

"This really used to puzzle us," volun- after the Partition. He is certain he can 
teered someone. "How can you be locate his old home, 
physically so inferior and yet try to As a result, on reaching Islamabad 

take the moral high ground ?’' we leave for Rawalpindi — which is 

Whatwilhall tnisdining, there isn't about 20 minutes by road — immedia- 
much time to .see anything. I'm anxi- tely. I marvel at Islamabad. The roads 
ous not to leave Lahore without .say- are broad, the lawns art beautifully 

ing hello to Imran and Jemima. But manicured and it is very much a dfy in 

they're not at home the making A.s we are guests of 

So, we go to Pace, Imran's store Pakistan's interior minister, Nasirul- 

u;stead It is expensive, so I |ust buy a lah Khan Babar, we are put up in Isla- 

! jacket of Pakistani van which is excel- mabad's only five-star hotel. The Pearl 
ent. But my appetite is whetted so I Contmental. But the officialdom of a 

visit more stores. They're packed with capital city is evident. In Lahore, we 
imported goods: if you're Pakistani, were free to go where we liked. Here, a 


Lahore: Sugar cane is a great favourite here 



handful of umformed immigration 
officers tell us we're free to go where 
we want 

The Rawalpindi tnp is a waste. 
Ashok readiesTaboanm ka Bazar, 
where his grandparents lived, but 
can't locate his home—too many 
buildings have come up changing the 
face of Pihdi. But on the way, we do 
stop at a college his grandfather 
built: the Government College, which 
was earlier caDed the Sanatan Dharma 
College. Obscured by paint, a marble 
plaque announces that this wall was 
paid for by Ramditta Mai in the memo¬ 
ry of his parents. 

We meet the vice-principal of the col¬ 
lege. 1 gush on about how sad one feels 
that our two people have been divided 
by forces of ‘styasaf. He is firm. The 
countnes have been divided, he says, 
and are now two sovereign nations, 
ivith different founding principles. 
The sooner both come to terms with 
this, the better. 

In the course of the trip, I realise 
how true this is. My woolly libe''al lit¬ 
tle mind is unable to grapple with this 
reality. That night, I catch Zee TV' in 
our hotel room, ignoring Ashok's irate 
shouts from the bathroom that we're 
going to be late for dinner. Ihey're 
showing dips of Karachi violence 
which has resurfaced earlier in the day 

Whatever the neurosts of India's rul- 
mg elite, Pakistan's appears to be an 
obsession with achieving nationhood. 
The whole world recognises Pakistan 
as a sovereign nation. But Pakistan's 
ruling dasses still see themselves as a 
nation in the making. Hence the jehad 
m Kashmir and the compulsion to 
have a stake in mnnmg Afghanistan. 




rhe Government Post Graduate College in Rawalpindi: Formerly known as tn ■ 
Sanatan Dharma College 


After all, it was all one empire not so 
Ion); ago 

'm torn between trying this thetrry 
out on those I meet dm mg lunches 
and dinners, and listening to the story 
of their life The latter, of course, is 
much more interesting. 

I'm standing next to a tall man at 
lunch one day. I le asks me who I am 
and then introduces himself. He's Bri¬ 
gadier Inyatullah Hasai. a soldier in 
Subhash Chandra Bose's Indian Natio¬ 
nal Army, now a |ournalist who writes 
a column called 'The Cutting Edge'. 
He has been married to an Indian 
Tamil, an Australian and is currently 
wedded to a devout Pakistani Muslim 
several decades younger than him He 
is an atheist, a Kimcullian, and has 
been a millionaire and a mmus millio¬ 
naire. He is the most inteiesting man I 
have ever met in my life. 

He tells me a story. 

When the IN’A was at a cross-roads, 
someone told him that there were 
many similarities between the Indone¬ 
sian revolution for independence and 
India's own trivdom struggle Hasan 
was a young man with no ties. He pack¬ 
ed his bags and left for Thailand, to 
somehow smuggle himself into Indo¬ 
nesia and )oi!i tne resistance 

One evening he was knocking 
about on the beachfront, hoping to 
meet someone who could help him, 
when lie noticed a yoimg Indian loll¬ 
ing about in his chair, having had a 
great deal to drink After a few more 
rounds, he told Hasan that he was a 
pilot, and that he flew between India 
and Indimesia. Hasan asked if his 
plane was whth him; could he give 

Uj 


I lasan a lift? "Hop on." he told Hasan 
nondialantly, and fell asleep, snoring 
loudly. 

H.isan wondered what to do He 
couldn't leave, the pilot might take off 
without him In the morning, atter 
j many cups of coffee, H<isan and the 
pilot took otf for Lndono.sia Hasan 
timidly asked him his name "I'm 
Biju —Bi)u Patnaik," he told Hasan 
That friendship has lasted all these 
years Hasan's face lights up at the 
mention of Captain Laxmi Sehgal I 
tell him she's m fme fettle and mat her 
daughter, Subhashini, a Marxist, is a 
carbon copy of her. We're so engros.s- 
ed in each othei, we don't realise oui 
host has come and gone; the stocky 
Nasirullah Khan Babar. 1 resolve to 
correct this lap.se in my manners when 
we go to Peshawar. 

W e leave for Peshawar and go to 
Babar*s home, which is filled 
with antiques as he's an avid collector 
of beautiful things We notice the 
change of ambience. Peshawar is more 
like the stereotype of Paki.stan we are 
told about. There's no time to visit 
either the resettlement camps where 
refugees from the Afghan war arc 
living, or me contingent of Bo.snian 
refugees who are trying to live in Paki¬ 
stan to disprove Western notions that 
Muslims of the West are quite differ¬ 
ent from Muslims of the East. 

Babar if a local boy. Though he's a 
minister, there is no seem ify, none of 
the lid batti and gunmen we associate 
with our ministers. People wave to 
him as he drives throu}^ the streets. 
There are no Kalashnikovs but rosy- 


cheeked Afghan boys say they can pro¬ 
cure them for us if we want. "BaJam? 
Kishiitsb? Pista^," they ask, then in a 
lower, more helpful tone, 

"Kalashnikov?" 

Peshawar is famous for chappal 
kebabs: beef thickly ground, then made 
up with fieiy spices into a flat kebab 
that looks like the .sole of a chappal 
And of course, the dry fruit. I go mad 
slowly Ashok tells me firmly w'e can't 
take all the dry fruit of Peshawar back 
to India and stops my buying spree 
We drive through the city, in search of 
carpets, Peshaw.m chappals and look 
<)t tne sights 

The Yadgar Chow'k was built for the 
martyrs ot the \^7{ war. But the road 
and the area around it has lH*en taken 
over by moneychangers, In Peshawar 
you can change any currency of the 
w'orld You get .special rales if the cur¬ 
rency notf.s are torn For iustance, you 
can change a torn halt of a d<<llar note 
it you pay a small commission How 
the moneychangers keep in fou( h 
with the fluctuating monov market of 
the wiiild isa mv'.slory But it isa (loun- 
shiiig bu.sines-i 

The ('ther business ,s drugs But I 
decide it is not prudent to try and 

make contact with drug dealers w'hile 
we are guests of the inferior minister 

W e return to Islamabad cUid are 
told we still have .Murree to 
visit. Murree is a typical hill station 

A picturesque view of Murtoo: On a cleai day 




like Dehradun or Mussoone, the diffe¬ 
rence being that you can see Srinagar 
in the distance on a clear day. 

At dinner, we aie toid we are going 
to Dora Shadi Khan, the village of the 
oldest living Rimcollian, Taj Moham¬ 
med Khanzada, who is a Muslim Lea¬ 
gue member of the National Assem¬ 
bly. Many jokes are cracked; Taj 
Mohamm^ and Nasirullah Babar are 
on opposite sides of the political fence. 

The village is a revelation. This is a 
typical Pathan settlement, with 
beautifully-kept houses all arranged 
back to back according to the hierar¬ 
chy in the family. I walk around the vil¬ 
lage with one of the ladies in the fami¬ 
ly There's something familiar about 
her. I ask her he.sitantly if she's from 
Pakistan. She .smiles She comes from 
Badulla, central Sri Lanka, and has 
mairicd into the family. 

Panda Khanzada is highly educa¬ 
ted. but has chosen to live in an obscu¬ 
re Pathan settlement for love, she met 
and married her husband while he 
was running a distillery in Sri Lanka. 
Bemg accepted by a Pathan family of 
the lineage of the Khanzadas was diffi¬ 
cult. But she has managed to integrate 
with the household She says there 
isn't much to do, no one reads much, 
or listens to the radio It is either the 
television, gardcmng or eating. 

Drugs are a serious problem, on 
account of easy availability And 

you i.an see Srinagar at a distance 




Jhulum: The moneychangers here exch.rnge all kinds of currency 


because the Pathans are so close-knit, 
marriages within the family can create 
serious problems. Pathan mothers are 
obsessive about sons. They choo.se 
w ves. This causes a neurosis of epic 
proportions. 

Sne tells us a funny story. She was 
listening to opera one day in her room, 
cmite lost in me beauty of the music. 
Jme came to only when she found 
other women peering through her wm- 
dow and banging on her 
door 

What was the problem, she asked 
them. 

Was she in any pain, they cnguired. 
They'd got worried when mey neard 
those shneks coming from her room. 

No, she explained patiently. She 
wasn't experiencing any pam; it was 
only Puccini. 

I'm enchanted by this wonderful 
quicksilver woman. But it is time to 
move on. We are to visit two gurdwa- 
ras: Panja ^hib and Dera Baba Nanak. 
Panja S^b bears marble plaques to 
commemorate the visits of Kamail 
Singh Sandhu in 1984 and Jewan 
Singh. It is easier for NRl Sikhs to visit 
Pakistan than it is for Indian Sikhs. 

Panja Sahib is so named because 
when Guru Nanak was travelling 
through this region, his two disciples 
stopped to drink water. Guru Nanak- 
noticed a bouider roll down from a 
nearby hill. He put out his hand and 
stopp^ it. The imprint of his hand, 
the panja, can be seen even today. A 
spring of water welled up at that spot. 
Today, plump trout frolic in the kund. 

Dera Sahib is full of pilgrims. Sez’o 


goes on m both gurdwatas with langar 
and karaprasad and kirtun. 

'T’he trip is coming to an end, and I'm 
1 beginning to feel tearful. It is as if 
the holidays ire over and you have to 
return to biiarding school. We return 
to Lahore and make our way back to 
the border. It looks exactly as we left 
it—except that we are on the other 
side this time. 

I can read a sign which .says "Mera 
Bharat Midtan” and welcomes you to 
the world's largest democracy I don't 
want to go back 1 don't want to leave 
Nasir Fatehuddin and his charming 
daughter, and Brigadier Nayeem and 
his wife who have forgotten all their 
commitments to look after us. We bid 
goexibye to Major Istiaqur Rehman 
who is one of the movmg spirits 
behind the tnp, Brigadier Mukhtar 
Kareem remind.s me te write about his 
'land for peace' proposal on Kashmir 
Fat tears are about to roll down my 
cheeks. But we cross over, promising 
to meet again at Dehradun for the plati¬ 
num jubilee of the RIMC 
Once again, there's silence as we 
return to Amritsar from Wagah Gene¬ 
ral Samir Sinha recalls hdw, during 
Partition when he wa.s overset'ing the 
movement of refuget-s, an old woman 
came up to him and asked him, 
"Puttar, are we in India? Can 1 .shout 
'Pakistan murdabaJ' now? " 

One of thegrealest gifts (. '.od has giv¬ 
en human beings is the power to for¬ 
get. But when itcome.s to Pakistan, can 
we ever forget? ■ 

Aditi Phadnis is the Chief of Bureau 
I of Sunday magazine 
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JUST SAY NO 

But what happens to those who succumb to the temptation 
of drugs? Manisha Gulati finds out 


Children reifutrc guidance and fympathi/ 
far more than vistruchnn. 

— Anne Sullivan, American educator 

ost people regard drug 
addiction as a problem; 
what they don't realise is 
that It is a disease. And 
that, like any other di.sease, it affects 
all kmds of people, no matter what 


their age, profession or 
socio-economic background The 
individual is completely helpless once 
in the throes of addiction, and it is 
extremely unlikely — in fact, near 
impossible — that he will ever 
manage to come out of it without 
outside help. 

But, unlike other ailments, drug 
abuse is a self-inflicted, self-chosen 


I disease that a person willingly 
! subjects himself to. But what makes an 
I individual choose this patli of 
I self-destruction? What really goes 
j into the making of a drug addict? 

; Research over the last cou pic of 

decades points to several factors, 
family background, curiosity, peer 
pressure, loneliness, depression, 

1 frustration and even broken 





relationships, with the family playing 
a pivotal role as a contributing factor. 
Previously an affliction of the late 20s 
and early 30s age group, drug 
addiction has now permeated even 
the school and college level. The 
reason for this is a growing awareness 
of drugs, easy availability, newer 
forms of drug like pills and smack, 
and parental neglect. 

Within the first five years of a 
child's life the interaction between 
him and his parents determines his 
personality. A child can only grow 
normally when his parents nave his 
best interests at heart, speaally when 
the child is totally helpless and 
dependent on them But many times 
parents try to satisfy their personal, 
individual, family and social needs 
through the child. So much so that it is 
claim^ that even before a child is 
bom his position is defined in the 
family. 

motivated to emerge from its throes 



A drug addict: Choosing to destroy himself by shooting up 



You mi^t wonder then, why one 
child grows up to be a normal nappy 
kid and the otner turns out to be 
depressive or rebellious? 

SaysDrO.P Kashyapofthe 
Vidyasagar Kaushalya Devi 
Memorial Detoxification Centre, 

"First of all k^t us make it clear that 
there is no such thing as the s^une 
family environment for everybody 
because there is such a thing as 
domestic polihes And pressure 
comes to bear on one individual more 
than others. In every family you will 
find at least one individual who is 
'bad' or 'mad' or 'sad'. If you lend to 
be 'bad' or 'mad' people will tend to 
throw bricks at you. you should be 

'sad' One becomes a scapegoat. And 
in a colluded rejection process 
everybody sees their own badness in 
one individual and he gets assigned 
the bad role He has to fulfil it He is 
constantly criticised, blamed, shamed, 
humiliated.'' 

In their zest to control people, Siime' 
families have it in them not to 
understand how the members of their 
family can be different from one 
another. This is a direct or indirect 
result of our soaety which is largely 
organised around controls If we get 
an opportunity to stigmatise petiple 
we do 

Says Dr Kashyap, "Society finds so 
many things undesirable that we have 
to pretend to be none of those. What 
we do not realise is that life is nothing 
but growth and development. One 
has to subscribe to the concept of 
development Things don't happen to 
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US nu-rely because we choose for them 
to be that way. When we suppress 
people we suppress their 
development Many responses never 
grow in people because of that. They 
function witn halt a deck Some cards 
are mis-sing. So they're not cor 'lete 
individuals And drugs bet' nean 
escape nnite " 

A jay Mehta, a prtiduct of a |oint 
family, was always ctinsidcred 
the black sheep ot the household Not 
interested in the family business, he 
was more concerned with getting into 
films. Rel^ked and emotionally 
blackmail^, he succumbed to family 
pressure aftd joined the bu.sme.ss in the 
end But at the same time, he took 
rehige in drugs tt) cope with his 
frustration and failed ambition 
Started as a weekly fix, he .smoked 
mainly smack, which gradually paved 
the wav tor cocaine, unnl he was 
caught, rebuked more, and shunted 
into a de-addiction centre Clean now, 
he speaks of his experience "When | 
we judge somebod y as gixid or bad we | 
naturally evaluate them,” he .says "If j 
we really understood them we j 

wouldn't say if they were good or bad | 
Because they are only naturallv j 

unfolding themselves in a certain i 
way When that balance i.s tampered j 
with, the mental balance al.so gws for i 
a six But today I'm much more stable ' 
and at terms with my life." 

The VidyasagarCcntrehas a 
majority of .smack addicts. Between 
100 to SOO addicts legister here every 
year. The doctors help to bring their 
body back to normal functioning after 
detoxifying them .At this stage they j 
undergo w'hat is known as the turkey ! 
period' They suffer wilhd rawal i 

symptoms like body pain, vomiting, | 
in.somnia, loose motions, a running 
no,se, high blood pressure, and 
siH’retions of tin* respiratory system 
Medication is given to east' their 
suffering This is coupled with 
individual counselling, family 
counselling, group discussions, yoga 
andaltealtin diet 
Since this prograrrirnt- lasts for only 
1 days It i.'-' not enough for a hardened 
drug user to do an about-turn and 
revamfi tiis lite iTioug.h he is 
encouraged to come bark for 
counselling session.s, the motivation 
to do so is sadly lacking in most drug 
addicts There arc always ptKiple 
around to tempt him to fall back into 
his old way.s, ^ind the reason that 
made him lake tc' drugs in ihe first 
place still faces him as he leaves the 
centre. 


What's worse, drug peddlers even two years. He blames this on his 
try to get themselves admitted to the friends who introduced him to the 
hospital on the pretext of being drug in the first plac£. He admits 

addicts and supply drugs to patients, getting tempted even as he lies on the 
not wanting to lose their customers! nospital bed, specially ns he sees some 
SaysDr Kashyap, "The .same home patients smoking secretly in the toilets, 

environment that created the problem The success rate at the hospital is 

acts on them subsequently. Families pretty dismal. Of the patients that 
lose fa ith. Even when families bring in check ia 30 per cent ^ve in in the first 

patients for trea tment, they three months while iM) per cent lapse 

sometimes supply them with drugs in the first three years. Only 5-10 per 
from outside wnen they see them cent remain clean, 

suffering. And some only pretend that 

they want to be cured, so mat their T> ehabilitation—rather than 

families are satisfied." J.\de-addiction—centres, on the 

other hand, meet with slightly better 

Suresh, a smack addict at the results as patients stay in the centre for 

Vidyasagar Centre, has come back for about six months after detoxification, 

the second time after being clean for : In this period they follow a relatively 

College students: They are most at risk with temptations surrounding them all the time 



strict time-table and are disciplined 
into leading a healthier way of life. 

Kripa Counselling Centre and 
Sahara are two such organisations. As 
Jagmohan Bagai, former drug abuser 
and now counsellor at Knpa reveals, 
"Out of 199 rases registered in the last 
three years, 61 were admitted for the 
rehabilitation programme m Bombay. 
And about 33 of the.se have stayed 
clean." (This is roughly the same as 
the international rate of success ) 

Kripa spends an average of Rs 4,500 
a month on each patient, only 
charging him for food. About 45 per 
cent of their patients are treated 
absolutely free of co.«t 

lagmonan himself is a success story 


I A drug and alcohol addict for 21 years, 
! he speaks about his introduction to 
I drugs, the struggle to give them up, 

I and finally the solution. Introduced to 
1 charan in 1968 by his friends, he 
gradually took to drinking which 
became an addiction After being 
unsuccessfully detoxified ten times, 
losing his job and being deserted by 
his wife, he finally came into contact 
with Alcoholics Anonymous. 

Off alcohol for five years now, he says, 
"Alcoholics Anonymous is a self-help 
group which teaches you to be more 
aware of your feelings, emobons, 
thinking and practise a different way 
of life. It teaches you that what you 
have is a limitation, a disease like any 


other. It is a behavioural difficulty 
Your reaction to the outside world. 
Drinks are only a symptom." 

Every member of Alcoholics 
Anonymous, says Jagmohan, is a 
source of strength and laspiration to 
the other. And most drug 
de-addiction centres would do gemd 
to follow this example. 

B ut, in most cases, the desire to give 
up drugs arises only out of real 
dire circumstances. Either because the 
drug IS not so ea.sily available or 
because money runs out 
Seventeen-year-old Deepak, who 
studies in a prestigious Delhi school, 
smokes grass and sometimes takes 
intravenous drugs. Eager to kill the 
habit eventually, he is not yet 
prepared to tell his parents or clean up 
, Kisact. 

He says, "It's the easiest thing to 
find a drugpeddi r They even hang 
around colonics at night. 1 go to one in 
Jangpura. Sometimes money is a 
problem but my parents give me 
enough. When I'm short of cash I )ust 
' take from their cupboard Both my 
parents work so they don't really 
know v/hat 1 do Ai tually they don't 
have the time " 

Clearly, the role of the family is 
crucial in such cases Dr Ka.shyap 
agrees. "W'h.it a person really needs at 
this point IS the support of family, 
friends and society. Understanding 
help,s misunderstanding hurts " 

Preeh Khanna, family counsellor at 
Sahara Kehabilit.ition Centri' claims, 
"When a person takes to drugs, his 
habits and litstyle change in such a 
way that there is no sense of 
boundaries or disapline in his life He 
, may take drugs out of anger or to spite 
, someone, or becau.se he is not strong 
j enough and succumbs to hi.s 
I unhealthy environment" 

I But even de-addicbon is, often, not 
I the final solution Sometimes even it 
j the patient gets cured family 
; dymamics result in forcing him back 
j into his original role after the 
honeymoon phase of compassion and 
kindness. Parents sometimes ofter 
compassion instead of understanding 
because understanding involves 
change. 

What people—specially those who 
deal with drug addicts—need to 
realise is that though one person may 
succumb to the addiction, the roots of 
that disea.se are found in practicallv 
every person. Because m the end. 
drugs arc not really' the di.sease ol an 
individual. the\' are the di.sease of the 
sy.stem. ■ 
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Nan DaKiPaataiaBmi tatM Bom ...d ii* '■ 

('-3(1 

588(1 



IXwiV.' ..dP.:Pil.!v p'p* 

dl-?'i 

3,118 1 


A' 

GiMaM - Hoaaah - Titxankun Caninl Bom ' 

11)30 

.3l,3(' 



M* nil.'*\ p'i''» 

8-4'. 

10.3.'' 


14 a*) 

Tihmiibum Carrbal - Howah - fiuMhall Bom ■ i. 

1.30 

11137 



'.4'iii'ldy I'hl. 

.1 1'.: 

■p"2 


M 

CoiMn Hartmur Tarnikaa - GuanhM Waaidy : > ‘ 

15 41' 

''p3;d ' 



Bom '*■ '.'.v.|p'.*.p.;;r*,p.!p ft 'l.'w-d'i 

7 5. 

'I'll' 



p'liiis.iln ,p.p 


' 

Ki'i 


GuaMaH - Cochin Harhou. TanMnifl WMdy 

!i‘‘ 

"t: ‘ 



Bom .. *■* .11.**''(3 7pV'k'.*p|i«''.An; 


1 



^dllPPlldv *', *' 



ij.ii 


CadAi Haitwur Taimlnus Bom *>** 

4 .■'P 

13'8 



'2.sdk''i5.'"..pr ,X “'ift'i'* 

7-! ■ 

' If? 



Mr T.*". '■* •• 





An nji' 5 1'* 



r'v'ii 

'■d> M 

SuaaM - Bangdore Cky Waeldy Bom vi ’ 

Tkm 

Dn i 



l+Twi-ph A ...lidflpp 





\pViilpii*',n.i, i*pp'v 

8 35 

3142 



Bmpalm Clk - GumM WaaUy Boraa * 

8-45 

31-M i 



Huwi.m 5 (. iitldf 1 ) Mi'Tijv iinii 


Goqi Saik tampii) Bow 

Diip & All Ineb. IhiHS. & Sal 


BMUIRES: For found tlw clock IntOrmtion <4 Eutom Raltway and 
Soiilh-faaMni Rathaylnta. plaias dial 22096 ' 45-«4 tor In-comlng trains; 
22 a 953$-44 tar aM oBiar Intomadon. Re IntonnMton about iBSorvMlotis on 
Esstom RalhMy and SoMh-Esalam RalhMy trains, dial 2203 * 486-3500 (from 
8 an to B pm on imlatsys and 6 am to 2 pm on Sundays and qaat 
M hoHdim In addMon, dial 1331 (tor locantad Intomatton on bta 
ninnlng), 131 (lagw ding train opanHana) and 135 (regarding issetva- 
Itom). Train aarm anquliy at^eldah; 3503535-37 
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Sketches 

POTTED HISTORY 

What the chattering classes are talking about 

This Week: Campaign styles 


I n the beginning...: There was the 
V^iquitous Amba.ssador, that 
strong sturdy car that trundled 
through various rural and urban 


constituencies as leaders of the calibre 
of Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar Patel 
made their pitch to voters. 


I 


Technological upgradation: Became j 
popular only in Indira Gandhi's time. | 
As the principal vote-catcher for her I 
party, Mrs G was flown around the j 
length and breadth of the country to 
round up Congress voters and send 
them packing to the polling booths. 

And no, in those days there was no 
T N Seshan to compute the cost of this 
exercise and counterm<md the 
elections if the expenditure was above 
the stipulated limit 

I 

So, was Indira Gandhi the original 
high -flier?: Yes, though her younger j 
son, Sanjay, harboured ambitions of 
out-doing her on that front—an 
untimely death in a plane crash, 
however, put paid to all his plans 

Not tfiat Mrs G's campaig^ style 
was restricted to helicopters and 
private planes. Fully understanding 
the effect of the dramatic gesture on 
the electorate, Indira was often given 
to riding elephants and the like on the 
campaign trail 


And what about Raiiv?: True to the 
family tradition, he narboured a love 
of flying as well; after all, he had been 
an Indian Airlines pilot in his time. 

But when it came to his own 
constituency, Rajiv—accompanied 
by his wife, Sonia — preferred to drive 
his way around Amethi in a jeep, 
stopping at every village on the way to 
chwk on how his constituents were 
doing 

While Rajiv conferred with the men 
folk, Sonia and daughter Priyanka 
lent the human touw by walking into 
houses, asking women what was 
available for lunch, and then sitting 
down in their kitchens to eat with 
them. 
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Indira Gandhi during an election 
campaign; the helicopter is in the 
background 


The BJP's contribution- Was the 
so-called 'rath'; even if it was just a 
jumped-up Toyota. L.K Advani 
began the trend when he embarked on 
his Rath Yatra, campaigning for the 
cause of Hindutva, and the Ayodhya 
tempi?, through the Hindi heartland 
Of course, there was no election in 
the immediate offing, but then 
Advani—canny customer, that he is 
— was thinking in the long term. In 
the short term, of course, all he 
achieved was the outbreak of 
communal violence in certain 
sensitive areas. 


Dr Joshi's answer; To Advani, his 
prinapal rival in the party, was to 
clamber on to his own chariot and 
drive through India on what he called 
an Ekta Yatra. Needless to add, not 
much was achieved by way oiekta 
(togetherness), but yes, communal 
tension did follow in Joshis wake. 

The other charioteer; Was none other 
than N T Rama Rao, the late leader of 
the Telugu Dosam Party (TDP) i-lis 
chariot was rather grandly named the 
Chnitanya Ratham, and w as equipped 
with every comfort known to man 
What's m<irc, with his ratham, NTR 
had no nit'd tor a political platform; he 
just had to climb on to the hood ot Iiis 
chariot to address his acolyles from a 
lotty height 

Also from the south of India; Was 
Jayalalitha, the extremely large chief 
minister ot Tamil Nadu, whose 
speciality appi^ars to be addressing 
crowds from behind a bullet-proof 
screen The reason, appaiently, is that 

Rajiv Gandhi and Sonia greet people from i 





the lady is on the LTTE's hit list, but 
one would have thought that the Iron 
Butterfly's bullet-proof cloak (which 
matches her sari exactly) would have 
been enough. 

But let's give poor—well, 
enormously rich, actually—Jaya a 
break. Maybe she thinks that with all 
those large cut-outs of bee's dotting 
the horizon, people don't need to see 
the real thing. 

An insomniac's delight: Chi the 
campaign trail was none other than 
Narasimha Rao. Not only did Rao 

L.K. AdvanI on his Rath Yatra 


lecture rural folk on how our balance 
of payments position has improved 
after liberalisation, but he also, on 
occasion, dwelt at length on the 
troubles m Eastern Europe to people 
who don't know where tWir next 
meal is coming from. 

A communication gap?: You bet! But 
then, Narasimha Rao is used to 
speaking to people who don't have a 
clue as to what he's going on about 
Remember the time ne had to address 
an election meeting in a T amil Nadu 
village in English because there was 


no interpreter around? 

llie organisers had mistakenly 
as.sumed that Rao — who sjjeaks nine 
languages—was proficient in Tamil. 
But the PM had to confess that though 
he had read the works of Gabriel 
Garcia Marquez in the original, he 
couldn't go futher than "Vannakam" 
m good old Tamil 

Campaigning by proxy: Appeared to 
have taken the place of campaigning 
by chopper in this last general 
election, what with Mr Seshan sitting 
in the sidelines, his calculator at the 
ready. 

NTR atop his Chaitanya Ratham 
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p«n jeep during an election campaign 




And excelling at this was none other 
than the former environment 
minister, who masqueraded as Alka 
Kamal Nath in his constituency of 
Chhindwara, asking the people to 
vote for him, even Uiougn his wife (the 
aforementioned Alka) was the real 
Congress candidate 

The common touch: Was, strangely 
enough, provided by the former 
Maharaja of Gwalior, Madhavrao 
Sdndia. The former Union mimster 
who was used to travelling around 
Madhya Pradesh in a helicopter, 
which he often piloteil himself, liit the 
grmind running in his Tata Sierra 
Accompanied only by two other 
cars, he travelled through the rural 
areas of Gwalior, addressing 
impromptu meetings along the way 
And when the track got tini bad for his 
car, the intrepid Scindia climbed on to 
the horse provided by locals and rode 
into the limelight ■ 
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BEJAN DARUWALLa 


INNEREYE 


Aries 

March 21 - Apni 20 

l Kllll’shcl S.lV'' 

< 1111.1 tiiitnlv 
<iK'ihi'IvMiis w!u> 
.flK I lilt'Mill It.iul .mil 

' pur I'lni III ,i;Kiriiuis 
.11 hii'i riiifiil'- Ifiivini;. sflhnj;. 
liMMiii;. hiinui' ini’, iiiid 
r-.iiKlinp liiili) Ihr ki’\ til <1 
li.ipp', I'l'ii U'liili'iiiin.iiKi- 1 ’’ 

['.•s'.llill , It will III spi.J.lilll 
.Hill MiJili'ii ^llll imp,lit III' 
hustipif; [i.iriii's .iik! fiiiirtii’iii. 

Tatti^iS 

April 21 - Mny 20 

I 111' 111 11 iinJ 

\ffilimi' 111 Mipi'rl' 
pll'.||lilIllllL’, J^lVl'S 

\ nil tin’ hllip, till' 
im.ip;iiKitii'f hiilii.inir tlin 
intiiiliM' hnlil ivn tliiii^ii 
ni’ii’ss.in' t'l ‘.pi'i’iJ iihiMil iiiiii 
hi' .1 ivinni’r Be if iiuimi . 
s. ii'iiii, ii’siMTih 1 iini.liiii-tiiin 
work lioiiiiMi iind 
'ii.incij;i'im’'il, \ini '.hmilil 
riii).;i' tilii'.iil 

Gemini 

May 21 • ■ June 20 

fCn In . 11 '.irri-OUT tniin 
l.l-it 1. ivk, tluTl' IS <1 
i.ii.ijiii'to IiUiiii'Ii .1 
kNMI M'litiii", opon i> 
nst.iiii.iiii start a liusinoss, havo 
.1 k'pii \. pi't io.ins .mil tunils 
s.iiii tioiii'1.1 Visas intiTviiiw's, 
.ippointnii’iits .1 tiHiiliol 
riiTnonii' .inJ pas .inn ai lati'il 
A lot III inlri};ui' aiiJ Inii’inn 
I oll.ilHiiatioris si'i’iii In bi' 
ini'W'tiif; fill '.on 


Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

linking, 

■\VmJ colliiboialions. 

! jjjt travel, tradf and 
L^SLu wedding bolls are 
iirodittod tor C'ariiorians 
noiMtiso the S.ituriv Uranus 
sesttle helps to .u tivate 
things Many kanceiians are 
111 tot a change iil direction, 
tmth in then inTsonal and 
piotessioii.il life It will be tor 
the betli'i 

Leo 

July 21 — August 21 
r~j^ ’ ■ 'riie pointers are for 
MMCIibi hill d work and 
19^0) i swii't rt'W.irds and 
1 that IS tine in any 
-itiiation .Oo take ch.uices, be 
.it vour best, get work done 
and also tind tune to relax and 
eii)o\ ^ollr system needs it 
Use \oui iniagination and w.ll 
Ingot w h.it von desire and 
expeit Aitors, editiins. toaih- 
ers and ni.iii.igers gi’t intle<ige 

Vir^o 

AuguS^ - September 22 

Vl.inc III you will be 
taking doi IS'ye 
\ ciitioiianJ 

■HL.. rortunaloK loi you 
U will be the right one The 
moon liipiiet < iinjum tioii will 
spioul new ideas and gambits, 
boost tiai'el, make \ou 
innovalivi' .md mgonious, 
daring and deadly Time to 
start or expand a business and 
prepare to in.ike inonei 


Libra 

September 23 — October 22 
"5^1” Plenty' of liehind-the- 
activity, cross 
currents of 

.,.j«k—J friendship and 
animii.sity will be .strong, sii 
best take it in your striae. 

F inances get top prionfv 
lourney, leremonv, Iniymg, 
selling, lending . funding, 
foreign connections anil secret 
deals are the warp and wixit 
111 your vert' evistence 


October's — November 22 

qajlK I keep you iKCupied 
1 This is .an exci-llent 
: ivivk to marry, to- 
ordinate. i oll.ibnrate. build a 
house, renrn ate, move and 
reach out ti' others I ullivale a 
hobby, rear up kids, take .i 
study course, conlai’t ,ind 
LomiTiunii ale vigomuslv and 
I’tfei lively The ntx'd to tmd 
ni w avenues toreti'ld 

Sagittarius 

November 23 — December 20 
(..anesba s.n". a week 
I ot gains and 

LlSnilli tirianci.il 
IBllJI tiaii.s.ii tion.s, tups 
and ties, too l.oans liinds. 
investments, lapit.ii 
lorination, buying, .selling, an- 
the highlights tor you A 
piornoliiin, |oh .switch, loving 
peks. lining or tiring staff, 
lindmg lost articles and goods 
and mi pi living he.iltli lorelold 


I Capricorn 

December 21 — January 19 

focus will be on 
"ak^Fi family values, 

'PtA j finance and most 
taSSid certainly, t>n strictly 
person.il relation.ships. 
Children, hobbies and creative 
pursuits snatch your heart 
aw iiy This week and the next 
vi'eek Villi will experience the 
truth ot It, as Ihi.s penod 
started right from April 24. it 
IS time to step out in style 

Aquarius 

January 20 — February 18 

* An excellent week to 
travel, uublidse your 
vv.ires, burnish your 
image and lh.it of 
the lompanv you represent. It 
IS a goodtime to sally forth 
and be with the world 
Matters lelated to thi- house, 
home, tamilv, vehicles, pnipei- 
tv )ewellerv. office, vvaivhouse 
and agiiciiiture receive a 
boost 

Pisces 

February 19 -- March 20 
\ Many ot you will 

lind your Nsinilgs 
Iv aivaii ot voiii 
IBr^A.; potential and powi'r 
hi able to move last and get 
what I'ou desire \ou lan niiw 
.sl.irt something new. dillemnl 
and exiiting, .is the timing is 
right lliose in eomnumication. 
publicity, sales, le.icliing, tilms, 
p.iinting, research ,ind 
.hemiials tio w.mders 


BIRTHDAYS 


3t*ty I2i Mooivsun scxdle, means wiBlie« will be ftU^lcd. 
Frit'nd^ip, money, love, children and htiWbHw an come 
together for you. A happy birtKyear. 

May IS- Moon-Satiim union and trine Huto signiflM (hat 
you will be misunderstood and reviled, but you tvilt make 
excellent headway. ■ ', ■ 

Mdtp f4,'MixiniHpjareiupiieribnnationleMiiitoexpcniiw 
and a danger of being rhea^ or at idist miaied. It wpMH'be 
best not to take the easy way out bud to get at tiuth.' 
May IS: Sun-Mercury conjunction poiiealxty ^ 

law yers, musicians, architects, pharmacists, film , ,, 


producers, copywriters agriculturists and scientists. Itw luck oi 
the draw wilt youis. 

JSt Moon-Mars canjunclion is excellent for ntott^ 
journey, ceremony, publidty, marriage; long-distance 
connectiotts and coUaburations 
Af«y JT? The new moon helps you (0 grow, evotve>. be 
tenacious, and have the drive to Succeed. Man^ of you will be , 
maikiiw new bcginning^ following the poQcy of 'run tdlddiMt''. 
May 18: Saturn sextjle Uranus helps you to be unaginaciviu. 
take channti, and do well financiaSy. iRomance is in the aie So 
make the most of it -i 










JUNIOR WHIRL HAI KAJlfMAN 



TUNED INIFill blanks of these record titles with 

mining colours. 1. Rudolph, the _-nosed 

Reindeer (Gene Autry^. 2. I'm Drt.*aming of a 

Christmas (Bing Crosby). 3._Chnstmas 

(Elvis Presley). Limit: One minute. 

■' 'nUl t J 1 


aaBODB 


aBDBOB 


BOflBBCI 


SEE HERE! What can you draw to complete this 
party game saga? To find out, add lines from 1 to 
2 to 3 and so on. 


A-Z SUM UP! See if you 
can find a 20-number 
route from A to Z at 
right with a total of 
exactly 100. Make your 
way one square at a time 
m any direction — 
horizontally, vertically 
or diagon^y. Do not 
use the same number 
square more than once in your tally. 

One answer is given below. But others may be 
possible. 

Indeed, there is a way to total 100 m just 16 A-Z 
niunbers, that you may wish to puzzle out. 


□BBODB 


ujquinu <>i in A»m miq Z sJ-xiiuiiu (p ui aui i 


HOCUS-FOCUS 



RND AT LEAST 8 DIFFERENCES BETWEEN MNELS. 

'luaiaiiip SI luaujsujo '9 luawuip si dvo S Buisstui si Mog 
Butssiui s( u6is e 'jauoqs si jfSH z '8 u|6S|uj si puaiis psag i .saauaiaMia 



MINI-THEATRES TO 
PONDER 


Theah-es in the round (see 
left)? Yes, in a marmer of spea¬ 
king. Four mini-stagings are pre¬ 
sented, and a title for each is sug¬ 
gested below (not necessarily in 
order). Let's see how quickly you 
ran match these titles with the 
lour presentations; 


A. A Drive in the Wood. 

B. .\ Pumpkin Patch. 

C. A QuicK Turnaround. 

D. A Ten-Piece Band. 


Remember, idea is to match 
titles and presentations. 

P.S. It's all in fun, folks, and 
shoudn't take much time at all. 

Perhaps you can come up with 
some sugg^tions for similar sta¬ 
gings. Give it a try. 
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THE ADVENTURES OF LEGIONNAIRE BEAUPEEP 


■n«v A fMcysAAO- 


letaie do O's/e 

TOR ATM Ur-JCLB 
DR SOMETVi/N)^. 


/Try^Ni-rX /Oh. X\g<5Crr A 

AN ^ / CAy^SUNCLg BLTT*^ 

UNCLg J I taONT l-tAVe 

*♦ AN ONCue/ 



XCANSlISiG A 
/vieSStASE TD >OOR 
LOVEO ONES 


Tatt' loved ones V 

(ARH grTHOOSAND) 
V^tL.e© 


NO PROBLEM r 
LETTS SEE... I 
TR'WSPDRT. / 
77N1E... IX 


^..X COULD SAV 
, "HELLO'TOR j 

\^j£270 CX>.y 
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Trends 

PLAY THAT FUNKY 

MUSIC 


theme [yarties the latest trend is to haw a deejay in attendance whefi 
yxm throiv a hash. Manisha Guiati reports 



Fun and revelry at a tmsh 


I t all dates back to the year 1988 
when Dtscodieque On Wheels, 
Delhi's first entertauunent 
mobile service, was launched 
Disc jockeys, music, bands, fire- 
eaters, jugglers, crooners, caterers, 
you rvame it, they arranged it Fiir 
parties, weddings, banquets, going 
a ways and coming backs, any excuse 
was welcome Until owmer Sunny 
Sand decided to call it a day and 
comxmtrale on becoming Delhi's 
most sought after disc jo» key at the 
Maurya Sheraton ! lofel 

Then, in 1994 the fever struck 
again when Sound Of Musk wa.s 
launched Bi};ger, better and hew to 
stay Today it is the city's premier 
mobile scn.'ice, or](;dnising up to ten 
parties a month. 

You want 'Fire And No 

f >robK‘m within no time at n.11 y^>ur 
armhou.'a* n'srmbles an Kcberg, 
with tottoTi on the grass and Ins-s, 


white canvas sheets covering the 
house over ultra violet lights and a 
fire-breather on the dias to complete 
the breathtaking effect. For those 
with a 'Bandits and Concubines' 
fetish, suitable armour js arranged 
Your man for the ei’ening . yeA 
...move it. .that's th»' way...is your DI 
JC. 

Akin to n'quest pmgrammes on 
radio and television, thi^ parties 
provide ample oppc»rtunities to have 
your favriurite song played. And yes, 
you can dedicate it to 'the greatwt 
lover', 'the prettiest host', 'the best 
remake' iChura Oya by Bally S<igix)) 
The 2000 wall Fischer music system 
comes enjuiplied with powerful Bass 
speakers and 3000 compact discs, 
catering to Englrsh, Hindi and 
Pun|abi tastes. For dii*-haid South 
Indians, A.K. Rahman's No Vroblem Is 
the pu'i e lie resL'itence 

Says Sunny, managing director of 
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the company, "We gauge the mood 
of the peopte and play the ntu»c 
arconungfy. A little slow to start 
with, then as the booze flows and 
the bodies warm up, we increase the 
beat. With recorded music you can 
the same effect. It'll 
be techno from beginning 

So much so that Indians regard it 
almost as a status symbol (after 
cellulars and Cielos) to have a 
private disc jockey for their not so 
private parties (you know, the bring- 
your-friend.s-ana-lheir-friends kino 
of invitations). Of rounie you have 
closer knit affairs of the same scale 
in the posh farmhou.ses of Mandi 
Village or Chhattarpur. children 
surprise parents with a bash on their 
silver jubilee, parents do the same 
for teenagers on their 18th birthday, 
husband surprises wife with a fan^ 
dress do, etc., etc. 

Says Rajat Banerjee (30k 
hollering above the din at nis DLF 
party "^ganising a party can be a 
neurosis-inducing activity. You need 
someone suf'^trtive and funny who 
can also .set the tone for the party 
and if things go wrong, sod it " 

Quite a responsibility for one 


never get 
probably 
to end.' 



Sunny recording at Sound of Music 
digital studio 

person to handle. But, with as much 
as Rs 50,000 being paid for 
organising such events, nobody 
seems to mind the hard work .so 
much. 

Budgets can, of course, be 
regulated according to your pocket. 
They start at Rs 10,000 for |ust music. 


A Mtangra party vi progress 



and for two lakhs the world is your 
wster. You can have the snazziest 
theme, the choicest musidarvs (Louis 
Banks, Suneeta Rao the Fan Hoan 
Main girl), and the best of French 
I'uisine. 


A 'wear what you are' 
^theme party. Jostling their way 
through the 18 to 30 crowd are a 
Toga dancer, I^oolan Devi, AJeshay 
Kumar in Mohra, and Sharon Stone 
in Basic Instinct. Party animal Bobby 
Bathwalla (un)dress^ as Tarzan in 
hi.s designer loin ckith feels, "It s a 
logical compliment to fashion." 
Bubbly Anita Chawla in a sheet and 
little else agrees, "We can only be 
tame for so king. Buckle up! We're in 
for a bumpy ride." It seems as if foe 
current trend of subtlety in fashion 
and beauty is being replaced by a 
movement towards new c:ai1oon-like 
extremes. 

Co-host Sumeeta Banerjee quips, 
"Leading an active lifesrele means 
you done alwa)rs have the tune to Ho 
things you want to. Our party 
invitre people to indulge in ttieir 
fantasies and for one evening be 
someone they always ivished they 
could be." 

DJ Harry adds, "It'.s virtual reality. 
You put on your best cologne, wear 
your cape suddenly you'n* 
interacting with Sharon Slone or 
Mona Lisa, with Michael Jackson 
playing for you in the background " 
Loud voices, hip hop dances, vibrant 
faces, foe res'elry seemed never to 
end. Amidst chrers and bottoms up 
(a group pointed their rear ivids 
towards tne sky) at 4 am foe party 
was declared an absolute success. 


“n iding on this nouoeau success 
J\.wave arc other DJ's too, who 
have started their own mobile 
.services for such parties. Suiuiy 
Suigh, former DJ of Aruiabelles at 
the Hilton, Delhi, left the |ob for a 
more lucrative career of owning and 
runnung a mu«c shop and catering 
to pnvatc parties. Rumi of Clasis 
discotheque at the Hyatt provides 
music and his particular brand ol 
skill for these grand affairs as well. 

To cope wim the uureasing 
demand ror focme parties, arKt nv- 
hou.se deejays. Sunny of Sound I'M 
Music now plans to open a school to 
train aspiring disc joctieys. 

Stays wannabe DJ A.sh \he n*fused 
to divulge his real name), " Ibere's 
nothing more adrcnalin-puniping 
than seeing 500 babes bouncing to 
your turn*.'' Well, if your roasons are 
right you can never go wrong. ■ 


ZJ 



Fashion 

A TOUCH OF FERAUD 

a look at his sfmti^sunimer collection 


T |his y-rar, as the 

suinnM'r boat gairis 
in intensity, ytm 
tfon’t have to 
n*slrict yotirseif to Rohil 
Rat's mubnul salwar 
kametves or to Shahab 
Ihjra^j'.s linen collection. 
Now, you can ^o 
a*««»lutely Wfc*stem with 
Louis Feraud, whose 


! everyone- -well, at least, 

I everyone with reasonably 
: der*p pockets 
j Wwnen can choose 
; from the 'Sets' and 'Main' 

• collections. The first 
compiiscs stparates that 
I can oe tnix<‘d and matched 
I according to your ta.stes, 
i and the second consists of 
j cn-ordinaU>d outfits, which 



j include dn*sses, trouser 
j suits and skirt suits 
• The 'Sets' collection is 
i divided into two colour 
j schemes Pavilion Pales is, 
j as the name suggi'sts, 
j dominated by such neutral 
j ctiloiirs as cn.>am, lilac, and 
- hoiwysuckle, occasionally 
l»?avened by the use of 
j ensp white stripes In 
RiVK'ra Blues, however. 

; electric pink mixes happily 
i with marine blue in 
. checks, stripes, and 
I tc'xlured winduwpane 
! w'eaves, making uir a 
j casual, sportive look 
j In the* Mam’ catt^ory, 

; Frendsirtters »'ombiiit*s the 
I prinripli"s oi cla.ssic 
: • outurc with mod(>m 
i slyhng So, you have suits 
1 in piodk*“tooth cliM'ks, 
j lignt rihtion twec'ds come 
. with piped button hok-s 
I and high (unlrast details. 

; For th<- light, summery 
! look, you can go in for the 
' printed silk suits and 
i georgette enst'mbles, and 
; tor the mom advenlunni.s, 

! there arc plenty of polka- 
' dotted outfits to look 
daring in 

' Ihi* Bright Strokes, the 
; second 'Mam' theme, 

! rclii's on tF«‘ ust of ctslour 
for its distinctive app'ai 
; Th«" fitted single-billion 
[ and singk'-bnrastixl jackets 
! u.se the ailours of 
j slrawbt'rrir.'s, blackbernm 
I and even mint And the 
j ensp limm blends impart a 
cool efficifncy to the 
• garments. 



T Ih' ready-to-wear 
colk*clion for men 


\ offers the latest Fmnrh I 
I style’s Swiss fabric is u.sed j 
! in the formal shirts, which ! 



have surno new variations 
like the addition of the 
Frenc h cufi iind the’ half- 
slcwe Also included for 
the first time are linen and 
linen bk*nded shirts. 

Along with the jackets 
and shirts are availkbie 
colou r-cixird ina ted 
trousers in natural and 
bk’nded fabrics. If you 
want to si't off your outfit 
with a da.sh of aikiur, you 
can splurge on Loui.s 
R'raud lies, which coini> in 
danng prints and shades 

Ana for thu.se who 
prefer the casual look, 
there are T-shirts and 
Bermudas on offer, which 
would look just riglit 
when you finally manage 
to take time off for that 
bcac^i holiday ■ 
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iVENT 

SAY CHEESE! 

The Sunss hold a foodfestival in Calcutta, hoping to attract more tourist traffic 

from India, reports SusmUa Banerfee 


S cenic dudets and 

emerald meadows; 
yummy chocolates 
and chwse fondue; 
that's Switzerland, tempt¬ 
ing vacationers from all cor¬ 
ners of the globe to sample 
its magnificent Alpine cnar- 
ms. And if food is the finest 
way to worm your way 
into a stranger's heart, then 
the Tourist Board of 
Switzerland couldn't have 
rhoM.*n a better way to enti¬ 
ce Indians; hosting a Swiss 
fiKid ft'stivai that doubled 
up \s a toimsm promotion 
exercise 

Fredi Kuster. a Zurich- 
lx»rn hotelier-cum-chet 
from the picturt'st|ut‘ town 
ol I uzern, flew down to 
India mcently to give gour¬ 
met'' here an authentic 
taste ol Swiss iiiisine- 
langy soups, fresh s<iS.ids 
'-ind mouth \saienng 
desserts 

Luzem, nratling amidst 
the chivied, snow- 
iTiiwned Alps and the 
shimmering Lu/em I.,ake, 

IS a toun.sts' paradise Dat¬ 
ing bacK to 1178, this ann- 
enl town still retains its 
14th (\-ntur\' defensive 
wall and nine slender 
tow'ers among which the 
octagonal Water Tower on 
the Reuss river is the most 
famous "It's like your Taj 
Malial," exults the Tourist 
Board Managing Ihrct lor, 
Kurt 11. nil, who hopes to 
wi'lcome a good number of 
Indian tourists back hs'me 
once the finid festival is 
over 

In Calcutta, the Swiss 
fiMKl festival wa.s held at 
the I.a Rotisserie at The 
CTberoi Grand The restaur¬ 
ant wore a rustic Swiss look 
with potted geraniums and 
handcarts of bread at the 
entrance of a c-urtaintHl 


dialet inviting diners to 
step into the ^pine ambi¬ 
ence of folk music as chef 
Kuster, aided by his Indian 
assistants, dish^ up an aro¬ 
matic Swiss spread of 
bread, air-dried meat, sal¬ 
mon and venison. 

The flour used for Swiss 
bicad is very special and 
had to be flown in from 
Switzerland to make the 
wholewheat, buckwheat 
and rye bread. Swiss meat 


is air dried and Kusti.T had 
them imported as well for 
the salads and other deli¬ 
cacies. "Butvour meal 
tastes better than our's We 
lend to stuff them with vita 
mins which dilutes the fla¬ 
vour, " says llli 
At Rs 350 (plus the 
ubiquitous taxes) diners 
could take thi^ir (ill from an 
elaborate bu ffet compos¬ 
ing soups, .starters and 
afters: Buendner taeller, air 


dried beef, raw ham, smok- j 
cd bacon and salsiz, onions ! 
and piddes; Wurscht-chac^ ■ 
salat, Swiss sausages and ! 

cheese salad to be relished ; 
with pickled onions and 
sauces. The Baslcr chrueter 
suppe oi fresh heibs and 
cream delighted those with 
a taste for greens. 

Non-vegetarians had a 
varied choice of main cour¬ 
se's; Bckti mit mandle (pan- 


fril'd bckti w-itb almond fla¬ 
kes); Aemmitdler schatsvo 
reaise (lamb slev\ intrea- 
my saiKV); Poulet 
bnieschtle narh wacggi.ser 
art (gnlli?d buMst ol chick¬ 
en in orange sauce si'rvetl 
witli sieamt'd rite) and F’ll- 
K’l steak mit rootwy soose 
(beef steak in a delicate red 
wine sauce serx'ed with Wil¬ 
liam potatoes) 

' Indian potatoes and 
Iruits are excellent Tlie 


fruits are definnus and 
much better than our's," 
says masterchef Kuster 
who runs an irm-style hotel 
near I.uzem called Gasthof 
zum Mohrem. But the cho¬ 
colates? The world's best 
manufacturers of choaila- 
te. the Swiss VLSitors were 
rather reluctant to try out 
Indian ones for their des¬ 
serts. "We have brought in 
our own chocolates," said 
llli. 

No Swivs meal is com- 
lete without a raclettc. a 
alt wheel of cheev placed 
in a .srH*cial oven heating 
the chex'se from above It 
melts layer by layer and as 
it becomes crustv' is scrapp- 
i*d olf and serv'i'd wth 
jacket fKitatoes and pearl 
oni<in.s. La Rotisserie plans 
to introduce .some of mese 
'terns on its menu very 
scKin 

'Ihe di.-sserts wen' a real 
treat; crisp apple fritters 
dip|ied in warm v aiiilla 
sauce, meringuewith whip¬ 
ped cream, chestnut puree 
with cream and walnut tart 
engadm style And of coui 
SI.’ the irresistible choixila- 
tes in fun size.s and stupes 

Luzerne, featunng 
among the top lO de-ntnia- 
tions of the world, has the 
maximum number oi tour 
isis eoming tmm Asia (2M 
per cent followid bv the 
L'nItixl Stales) (insinc 
festivals have bevn hosU'-l 
in japan, the 1 ar l-ust anJ 
West A.sia. The firsi Uxni 
h'stiv.i! in India ii» i'^*4 hail 
an oncc'uraging re-.p'nv 
and till IS confiiienl the 
year’s effort wil! got even 
more Indians mteri'-'i* si ir> 
Swilzerl'ind 

Sk\ it veur taste buds 
crai.e lor rhe«‘si‘ and < ho«xi- 
lati’-', how abou! a Swi>.s 
holiday'■ 

/9 


The buftat spread 
































£K winner of CAPfXl'S Highest 
Lxport Award for tigrit conset uove 
yeary Mod Conincntal fws 
estabished its supremacy n India as 
wd as made upressive forays nto 
major nternatiorvil maritets 
Achievng al this through sheer grit 
and dctcrmnaticirx 
A cormutmertt to quaity, strenuous 
R&D activities, weWioned human 
resotree. superior technology arxl 
the wi to wn has he|)ed Modi 
Cmunental and kida to move to the 
forefront of progress 
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Follow the Star 

M Raised in a c3onst>rva' 
tive Muslim family 
Mohammed Azhantddin 
was clean bowled by the 
Bombay beai^, Sai^eeta 
Bijiani ('The Player and 
dw Slwwgirr, Mard» 31). 
Maybe bemuse of Hs 
rigid family upbringing 
he never had a fraiuk and 
close association with any 
woman save his wife. As 
a result the first glamour 
gir! that came his way 
swept him off his feet. 

His intatuation 
with the beau¬ 
tiful model has 
ruined his 
family life; his 
dismal perfor¬ 
mance during 
dw Wills 
World Cup can 
also be b ared 
to his dis- 
lurbed state of 
mind 


Hu. sudden 
announv-vtnenl 
to the Press 
(and that too, 
during the 
Workf Cup) 
diat he had 
divorced his 
wife, revealed ' 
the vulnerable posititm of 
women in Musum society. 

Hw Muslim personal 
law as it is in India needs 
to be reviewed tosafe- 


! IK What 

I A7iianiddin lacks in 
I looks he makes up 
m talent. Ho i« 

I undoubtedly onr; of 
! India’s fine*,'( enrk- 
eters. He may have 
been bowled over 
by the bree/y Bijiani 
but the latter was 
definitely looking 
tor publicity. With a 
non-existent career 
and age exactly not 
on her side, the 
actress could not 
have found a better 
match. 

Afta Mishnt, 

Cuttack 


guard the interests of 
women. 

M.S. Qurtisky, 

Calcutta 

9 The 'special attraction* 
between film .stars and 
cricketers Is not going to 
harm Indian films because 
Bollywood actresses have 
very little scope to act on 
screen. Such affairs are 
giiing to destroy Indian 
cricket. The ca.w of 
AJiliaruddin is a pointer. 
With a broken marriage 
and a much-publicised 

__ _ affair with a 

’ flop actresis, 
he could i\ot 
concentrate on 
his game and 
henre India's 
defeat in the 
WiUs Vixuld 
Cup. 

Abnishake 
Kumar Saha, 

khapur fIV.B i 


«6 What's 
wrong in two 
peopfe failing 
in love? They 
could be film 
stars and 
aicketers nr 
celebrities 
from any 
other field. 
The media has been 
unnecessarily harsh on 
Azhoniddm^s gfrlfiiefid 
and even blamed her for 
India's debade in the 
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Sangeeta B^ani; Sweeping 
Cup. 

RafUf CkatUrjee, 

Asansci 


Azharuddin off his feet 
just t»e a passirig fancy for 
the skipper. 

Indu Bfiushan Bose, 

femshedpur 


$R iTw logical culmination 
of love may be matrinuyny 
but it is doubted whether 
Azharuddin and Sangeeia 
will finally tie the knot. 
Aficr all Azharaddin 
comes from an orthodox 
Mudim family and has 
two HOPS from his first 
wife. And Surigeeta could 


II Crickcteis and film 
.stars both enjoy similar 
backgrounds; a lot ol 
glamour, media hype, 
money and a jet-siitting 
lifestyle. Naturall)' they 

K air well. 

fafirsk Kapasi, 

Natf Delhi 
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PAGE 4 

SHAAN AlMDSaeanka Mukhenee, thebmth- 
cr-sister duo, an* tne new stal■^ in Indian pip 
music. 

PA GE 26 

THE MAKING of the new Feluda by Sandip 
Ray. 
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IDS ON 


THE BLOCK 


yi'f hntffnr <is/i‘r dui> itfShutm uml Saf^uriku un> all sd to Uik^ the m>rUI of Indian fKp music 

hy Shinn. Vaishali Honawar rcfxnls 


IMFi^ MAV HA\ E AlRI-n niE-lK DirFl-KKNCLhTO IT !F WORLD [N I'HITR FIRS'! VIDHO, AiSA/R )7A 


Hill bill in ron! hit* Shj.»n and Sagarika Mukherjee appear anything; but incompatible. As 
they lea.st‘ each other and laugh at each other's jt>kcs, this v<.)ung Iwc'sonie are very much 
a normal brc>ther-and-sister pair with only one difference; they are the fastest rising stars 
on die Indian pop music firmament. 

<. onsRlt-r this. Shaan and Sagarikti have a three-year Magnasound contract in the bag. 
rhev have sung for Shweta Shctty, Stylebhai and Oorja. And what's more, they've cut 
tht'ir own alburn, Nnhiawmi, with music maestro Biddu, setting otf speculation that the> 
may be the Na/.ia and Zoheb Ha.san of the Nineties. 

Diddj; Ro creating the Hasan And with such hits as the re-mi\ed version of Dhco Dccwane 



asid Rooy Uikti Mastiinnu behind them, it's not surprising that 
most pc'ople predict that the Mukherjc't' siblings have a very 
bright hiture in tr»>nt of them. 

Meeting them is a> refreshing an experii'nce as listening to 
then si>ngs. The pretty, w'lde-eyed Sagarika is the older ot the 
two at 23 and very much tlu* perfect hoste.ss, while fhe hip 
Shantanu with liis rock .star-length hair and gold earring is 21 
and sc>f1-spoken. Bolh, hoieevor sec'm sensible beyond their 
years. 

Music flows in their blood, they tell you, and that's 
certainly true enough. 1’heir father, Manas Mukherjee, was 
a music director in films and they were barely out of their 
nappies before they had recorded a cassette of nursery 
rhymes in Bengali for HMV. Through the years they 
continued to sing ad jingles and Sagarika even sang for 
some films. 
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All these 'sh'i 0 ^: 0 mldfeature in 

Alisha China! 1 


'.* »*,T»Vy *■ 

■• . . 

!t,' >,■».' ,j.-,-i.;; < 

' MS',+, I 

■’>-' ;:Wi5Fi : 


She h without doubt the mosl 
: iK^tar pop artiste today, widi a hm 
: knowing that extends well beyond 
i the shores of India and talots in att 
I Asia. B^htung as a Madonna 
I wanTud>e,1l S|isn t long befote 
j C^iinai shrug^ off her Bddty Doll 
! inuiiw to announce that she was 
j Akor in India. 

j Her talent extends to Hindi films 
j M weU, where her numbers Sexy 
j Sexy Sexy ^irux re-titled Baby 
Bidy) and &ui Ruk Rut have proved 
to he mnaway hits. 

Anaida 

I 

I Her best-known albums are 
[ (Xnva Oowa and tho Halta Hoo. Of 
I Petsian-Oreek parentage, Anaida 
I doesn't speak randi and her ordy 

! Anaida: ^eak-Paraian baauty 




Aliaiia Chkiak 

bnkwt^lhdkisth^dte shMlied , , 
herf for a whitje. Nin^ertMess« jdw M - 
oi'te itf dw betfeHtnowih jptm 
. ih ln(ha today, widi her struoRig 
gcx)d iooka wtedi hav« bom 
best advanta^ h) ttie vfdbo ofHao. 
fhdklfjde.ln.t^!ndU’i&fiM '' 
animated mu^ videi^ Anaida k 
shiinvn as a 

att the men. in the world hdShg 
in love wit her. 

Sttchitra lUifiAtnaqaifuthy 

Her fimtaRtuav 2aMwma 
Deemna, ciune inunedlaiely after 
her hit BlnrC KsHh link Kimi Nil. 

But success waanlt catddng, dtt 
album turned out to be the 
pmverbial damj^ squib, .tuning been 
Beverai years in the crujg^. M 
Suchitra's acting career ooEupsed 
even as her singing career failed to 
take off, it lookra. as if she tvas. 
destined to fade intd oUiviool 

But jusd when evayone had 
writtetilher off, Bivdhifra hit 
with Z>ok Dole, thal cKmbed 
mexorabiy up the pppulai^ charts.' 
And now wm her west hi^ P«M 
I Tam, she has ptdved Burt she hem 
[ to stay. ■} \/ 


aatd'QoiwtnhMiMtibnial'. 

. &at albdm, leooided by 
MMnsttoimii was cidled Ahm 
Db^, fmt|»iiBine ffrirt hit the 
ikdidliiihktA 

yvhkh featirted her cavorting on .a 
.4amhind’Bardoiw,f^ dinstr' 







SMtyt f toMn o r M vq^c*' 

foui-f«&t^ ^ a 8^ 

^Kesv ^ 

new$, parHctdartytt^Jher 8f^ 

ahowa,Widdi(^ ai ' 

beenbNs^with adtjUiat^^ .' 
preM^iae. But6an^dia%i^f)9j^ - 
m gslte^ only to on aximt; loir 
instance, ^ rafased io give in 6> ' 
popular demand «id img m HiiHlI, 
Her latest aKnmg Ptem^ liecioiae 
the stuff of ccmtn>vtmy becauM 
lasmine daims that hw axiintated 
video wiM leieaiMdbefbiite Aiudda'ih,' 
But it nsmains to IM sdan wh^ 
does bdttedr intldnetn in 


Sttneeta IUtf» 

She's anodter hvewiie i 
who can lirhtg any abcnv wve 
)wr meUimmus vatc;e ahd giBQi^ ' 
dandng. Suneeta's reteascff so fid*'' 
indtjule }\inw^ whote \jide0 
rage !M3tte liiTO badt« 
die rekwidi two^aseette*^ Sdairita,’', 
and D^Mta.'She bis idso «diKn.K^ 
fd^rtMds' fiwf HlnS^lpaa' ««id'lie^s^v< 
next aftMah #4»l9e'i«Hteaii(disddA 





M dab flat 
" ■ >:Hehas 
.Mtdi'pna 
'fiM 'a flow 
dflourfui 
.,..., dewt^. 

Mepd 

hdwlhiidl dte fntire 
tD«|iis .tuite for some 
afl has 




. . , .1 

mtfy.aelaase 

a'jboor 

IfOard nnwing 

''dMpea»'at^ 
tiita l^idk'of Tit/me. ■ 

dqeidiitpMMKt^ ... 


ffe's 


But music as d caiwr was not 
something that they considered 
scnously. Conli*sses Shaan. "I wasn't 
ti'H> keen initially on singing :is a 
profession," His sister Saganka nods 
in agreement and adds, "'rhere was a 
pt'riod w'hcn all t>ur friends wen* 
doing .sijmethmg and we tiK* toll that 
we .should try our hand at 
M.>mething different Somehow, 
nobody s«!mt*d to lake us sonously 
when we said that w-e were singers" 

So. when Sagarika was 17 and 
studying for a degree in economics, 
she decided to try ht*r luck with 
Something different, and bi.'gan 
working as a model coordinator. I'he 
exfH’rience, according to h«“r. "was a 
disaster 

Shaan, also an economics 
graduate, did his bit as well, 
experimeritinc with desk top 
puniishing. Tnis project, .says Shaan, 
went off "fairly well', even as Ins 
sister contradicts him laughingly 

In the end, however, the broth<*r- 
sister duo fell back on their first love 
music Says Shaan, "Somehow, this 
seemed to be iu.st Uki much effort tor 
too little, while music vfixs far mon- 
rewardmg" Sagarika even trained in 
classical mu.sic tor a bit; an atU.'mpt 
that IS tca.singly dismissed by Shaan 
as "not very successful." Ana the two 
continued to sing at school and 





her Cbed^ . 

iflieMvbnit^)^;^kiolcik' 

•liMdbil,' 



hi^'' 1 
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college functions, and lor their 
friends, even if "they didn't want to 
listen". 

It WAsn't long before’ the -siblings, 
tired of their amateur status and 
tried to enter the big league nieii 
first breakthrough came when 
Sdgaiika recordinl a c.is.setfe o( Himli 
versions of various Whitney 
Houston numbr’rs tor Kajesh (better 
known as Alisha C hinai's hii.sband) 
Jhaveri’s music company. 

But when that effort came ti' 






naught, the due tried to find worV. in 
Flindi but with KttJe succe».-> 
Recalls Shaan, "No one seemed 
interested in giving younsters >i 
break It was as it one had to 
struggle for several years Iwfore one 
could become a smeer." 

Bui just when tne Mukherjee 
kids were getting disheartened, they 
tound the ^uiswer to all theii 
prtAlems' pop music. 

Shaan ana SagiUtka s luck 
changed w'hcn Nfagna.sound signed 
thi'in up^ir a ihree-ycar contract in 
i ‘W4. SiniT then, the duo have sung 
on si'veraJ albums tviorded bv the 


music company, includtng Shweta 
Sietty's The New Album, Style Bhai's 
epon 3 anously named eBort, and 
Cwr|a, whose Q-Futtk video, which 
stars both brother .md sister, has 
been quite a hit. 

As part of the dnve to malu* the 
duo household ruun»?s — and 
faces— Magnasound got them to 
j perform at a number of stage shows 
I Shaan and Sagarika sang at the 
' Onida Pinnacle Awards last year and 
at Ac Chaiutel V road.shows m 
Calcutta and Ihine in 19% 
fiays Shaan, ’The (iowd.s at 
Calcutta really surprised us wiA 


I their enAustasm, someAing we 
honesdy weren’t expecting m a city 
vAete people are more indined 
towards the classical arts.” 

But Aeir bigg^t break came 
i when thmr recoraed their first 
i independmt album, wiA none other 
j than Ae golden boy of Adian pop 
j music; Biddu, as Ae composer 
I Nau/awan, which hit Ae music stores 
j m early April heralded Ae 
j "bt'ginnmg of Ae good times" says 
j Shaan 

Biddu, who has already written 
; such hits tunes in recent timiis as 
: Alisha Chinai's Made in India and 


THE HASAN SAGA 


After a brilliant start, Nazia and Zoheh etidcd not with 
a hang, hut a whimper 



Nazia Hasan: Tto baat ban jojfm 
haan and Saganka are pnibably 
nght to taki' great umbrage to 
, being called latter-day Hasans 
i After all, the Nazia and Zoheb 
‘ Hasan story didn’t have a 
{ particularly happy endmg; well, 

: not as far as music goes, anyway 
The Hasan saga began when 
: Nazia, then a young scnootgirl, wa.s 
; head-hunted 1^ HmA film 
producer-Arector Feroz Khan to 
j sing for his film Qurhani. Ihe music 


director was Biddu, die song was 
Aap leisa Koi, and the rest, as they 
say, was iiistory. 

NaziaS huwy tones soon 
raptured the hearts of Ae Indian 
public, and before you could say 
^baat ban jaa^ the young Hasan 
girl had become a star. 

But instead of sta}ring on m 
India and cashing in on Iw fame, 
Nazia flew badk tc> London where 
j her fiunily was based, turning her 


back on Hmdi movu^. Her 
association wiA Biddu endured, 
bowevtar, and Ae duo, along wiA 
Nazia's brotlier; Zoheb, came out 
wiA another album. Disco Deewane. 
ThLs too, s<’t Ae ca^ registers 
ringing, and the Hasans were here 
to stay. 

Bui just when everything 
appearra to be going so welt 
things began unravdling for the 
brouier-sister pair. They continued 
to make music, but Ae general 
consensus was Aat Aeir tunes 
were repetitive and boring. And it 
was also felt that while Nazia had 
genuine singing talent she had to 
work loo hanl to carry her 

brother-who w'^ mediocre at 

be.st-—aiong- 

PeAaps Ae siblings would 
have recovered lost ground and 
regained Ae popularity they once 
enjuyed, but tate had other ideas in 
mind. Nazia was diagnosed as 
suffermg from stomach cancer, and 
gave up singing for a while. 

Once she had been pronounced * 
out of danger, she decided fo marry 
a Pakistani businessman who bad 
been chosen by her family and 
settle down to happy domesticity. 
That left Zoheb, Imi unforUinately, 
wiAoul Nazia backing him up, he 
didn't amount to much. And mat 
was Ae end of the Hasans as musk 
lovers knew them. 

Here's hoping Aat 9iaan and 
Sagarika are desm a better hand 
Am Aat by destiny. 



Shweta Shelty's Johmy Joker, is 
clearly a big favourite with the 
Mukherjees. "Biddu knows the pulse 
of the people," says Sagarika. "He 
doesn't have to work very hard to 
write a hit number; it )usl ct>mes 
very naturally to him " Adds Shaan, 
"Even though ho composes from 
London, he still has his hand on the 
pulse of the Indian public " 

But what Shaan and Saganka 
appreaated the most was that Biddu 
gave them plentj' of soace while 
working on their first album, even as 
he guided them closely all the way. 
Says 5>agarika, "Since fnis was our 
first album, wt wanted to put in a 
lot in every song. But he advised us 
against over-enthusiasm and asked 
us to .stirk to the tune the way it 
was " 

And it worked. The Naufoumi 
numbers have a fresh feel ti> them, 
both in terms of the music and the 
voices. Biddu has tried a new 
techiiKiiie in this album, that of 
using ' |ungle rhythms", where the 
mu.sn tracks run tour or five times 
tastei than the vocals This 
ti'chnique. which has become very 
popiilai in the West, is being used in 
Inciia for the first time 

rhe songs that stand out m I'ne 
.ilbum are Aisti Hota Hm, the 
.stiotfnng Mrn Wap and the 
enthusiastic ['ii'kh Bui the one that 
was the most diffu-uH to get together 
was Alt’ll Hofii Hai, which has Shaan 
and Sagarika detailing the 
difteiences betw'oen them in a light¬ 
hearted manner 

Biddu was not too happy with 
the lirst version because it sounded 
t:io contnved So, the composer and 
.singers sat doivn and put their heads 
together to come up with a new 
version, Iw bouncing ideas otf one 
another Ine result i.s, says Sagarika, 
a ■ smg-along" song, which could 
well i Lmb right up the popularity 
charts 

Shaan and Sagarika have already 
shot for a video for this number, 
directed Iw reigning whiz-kid Ken 
Ghosh, which is currently being 
aired by Channel V, MTV and a host 
of other local music and general 
interest channels. The duo also hope 
to release another video soon, which 
should improve the ratings ot their 
album. 

B eing siblir^s and working under 
Biddu has inevitably attracted 
comparisons with that other brother- 
sister team that reached such dizzy 
heists under Biddu's baton in 
India. Nazia and Zoheb Hassan. 

But Shaan and Sagarika are quick 
to point out that such parallels cfon't 



apply Says Sagarika, "t*:” ..I’-'iim 
has really nothing to do with tiieir 
kind of inu.sic Anti anvwav, it's been 
15 years since they made if big " 

Bui if Shaan and Sagarika arc 
hoping to avoid the inevitable 
compari.'ions with Nazia and Ztiheb, 
they are going about it the wrong 
w'av Tlioir debut album, Nauiawau, 
include.*; a remix of one of Nazia 
Ha.s.san's greatest hits, Diaco Di’cirane, 
and the song that made the Pakistani 



I singer such a rage in India Aap Jaise 
I Koi, whith Biddu recorded tor Feroz 
; Khan's Qurhmn. 

I But while Sagarika sings Disco 
' Dcrwatir. Aap Jmsa Kot has Lit*cn 
I recorded by Shaan, thus giving it a 
new feel. And Shaan docs hi.s bit by 
infusing the number with all hiii 
enthusiasm and youthful vigour. 

Surely bv singing these songs, 
the Mukherjees will only reinforce 
their midge as latler-day 1 las.sans? 

] Shaan and Sagarika don 1 agree. The 
j only reason tnev included these 
! numbers, says Sagarika, w^as because 
I they were both new names and 
I Biddu lelt that people would need 
i "soi I of referi’nce point" But, .she 
I adds, "It w'as not done to remind 
j anyone of Nazia and Zoheb." 

! The siblings ari- ,'lso ven keen to 
1 clear up one cither misconception 
I about them that has gained crv'und 
' ot late They are NCri' remix artistes, 

I they say with some indignation, 
j though most people .see them as 
j such after the .success of such 
i numbers as Koe/i ]nka Ma'^Una Says 
; Shaan, "We are not into remixes iVs 
I just incidental that we did a couple 
I of numbers, and these happened to 
I become hits." 

I The duo are thu.s very insi.stent 
I that they w'lll be choosey about what 
j they record in the future, so lliat the 
1 listening public doesn't bracket them 
] in the wrong division "VVe want to 
i be trendsetters rather than tolK'w ihs 
! trend," says Shaan 
! And that's ex.irth' wh.nl tliey've 
! tried to do in Nmiurit'iii; recording 
songs that they hoped would stick in 
I the public niiiid lot a long time to 
' come. "One significant feature of our 
r album," says Shaan, "is that it is not ' 

J 



based on anv current trend or 
particular style. There are ditfcrent 
songs with different moods A dance 
track becomes popular for a couple 
of months and is then forgotten 
Naujawan, howcvei', has longevity 
value" 

Tlie duo believe that pop is 
where the future of Iiidijn-hnglish 
music lies The days of r.ip—is Baba 
behgal listening?—are over, but pop 
is sUll around, and will become 
bigger in the years to come. 

'As far as their own rarc'ers go, 
the duo are laying great score by 
Naujawnti, which they hope will 
catapult them into the big league. 
But even if that doesn't happen, 
3haan and Saganka are sure that 
Ihey will be okay After all, thejr solo 


albums are due to come out next 
year, and that's somi thing to look 
forwaid to. 

■jk ^agnasound certain!v has high 
Xvlhopes of the brother-sisl»-r pair, 
and is promoting thimi in a big way 
But rather than distribute puhlicilv 
pamphlets and posters of the 
singers, the rompinv is Iryine to ^ 
give them a high public profile 

Both Shaan and Saganka h<n'e 
appeared as veejays on .such popular 
programmt's as Supcrliif Muiiiibht op 
Doordarshaii and ruhlic Denuntd im 
EITX'' rheir Ai‘>n Hotu Hat video i.s a 
regular on every mu.sic channel, «nd 
.says bdgarika, '\Ve'rc just enjoying 
eveiy'thing that's happening to us" 

In the future, though, they hope 


to think more .seriously about the 
kind of music that they miike, 1'he 
pop scene in India, they say, is .still at 
a nascent stage and has a lot of 
glowing up to dll And thi-v hope to 
do then bit to help it matuie 

'liiitiallv " .says Saganka, "we 
didn't want to get into this whole 
pop tiling because coming from a 
musii.il familv' we had this feeling 
ihat pop vvas vei'i’ non-senous Tne 
songs uid not seem very challengmg 
and It .seemed as it anyone coula do 
it' 

Adds Shaan. "It appeared to he 
more slmwbi/ th.in singing But 
then," he savs, laughing, "that's what 

it IS " 

t urrenlh. the duo appear to be 
iMf'.tlmg tviih the true nature ot pop 
mtisu in Ip^lia, t\hii!i si-ems to be 
oinhracmg every geniv. right from 
Hindi film songs to lolk tunes Shaan 
points out how lla Arun iiiid f.<urdas 
Maan, who both s(.tried out a^ lolk 
singers, are tuns reg*irded as pop 
aiiisle^ And. .idd'. ''.igarika, "I ven 
iilm mti'.'ic ihesi’d ivs com enlrates 
on a good bi-.it In I.k I the I'nlt thing 
i>' distmgin,-ih It tiom .1 [lop song is 
that yon need to shtml a ''idet' tor 
the laltei ' 

I'hen own tastes in mnsu jm' 
et livin' shaan i<n i s even thing tnun 
the Be.'itles, The Pot'rs, tjueen, 

'vVli.im, jVliihael lackson. Prince 
Alanis Moriselle, 'sling, to Rhvthm 
and Blui's to llimh fi'm musi< ol the 
Si'veiitii's and Seventies, while 
‘•^igarika, ti.*o, has a varieil taste that 
iniliides pop. |a.'./ and Hindi music 

.^mong thi’ir lonlempor.iries, 
Sh.ian linds Piyush Soni "verv nice" 
and Sagnrik.i aitmits U« hknig ll.i 
Arun rliev also nave nice things to 
sav about kemo an- 1 tiarv l.awyer, 
"who hav'i' hiV'ii doing their own 
thing o\er the years" Ctiluniiil 
t I'l/sn.'s, a new lassetle featuring 
1 lanharan and I esiey Lew'is also 
meets their appri'va! And they add 
"Sbw "la Slietly has hiM own style 
v,’hi( h makes nei stand out and 
Alisha is good too " Clearly, they 
don't hav'e a h.id word about 
am one 

Hut lhanktullv, Shaan and 
Sagti'ika are 'ihgluiv more critical 
about their own work When they 
aie slightly more 'cc»mmerciallv 
.settled" they sav, tiu’v will start 
doing ihiir kind ol music 
"Something re.illy good," Savs 
Sai;arika, and .Shaan adds. ' 
"Something with better lync n'atter" 

hi the next breath, however, they 
hasten to add, that Niiutawim ha.s all 
these qualities. But don't take their 
word Kir it; buy the album and judge 
for ymirst*lf..B 
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BE] AN DARUWALLA 



April 21 — ^ 

lii^ 


Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

Communii'iitum, |(»b. 

lOurncA, iind i|iiick 
bus^llt^•.^ rcturti.'i nn the 
unis Whilo voii mii\ 
drive a hard bargain, il 
will mil pav lo be lotallv 
—^ selfish and unlair Fu.se 
anibition with loleiance Thai \va\, savs 
Clanesha, you will get tJie besi mileage 
Ki'inance w probable I'ontiaels are» 
toreUild Clive time to it 

Taurus 

April 21 — May 20 

; f iiiames and i-spe'ises are 
I going lo take up a lot ot 
; vour time Hut it will be 
' well worth it Business 
I tian.sai'lions w ill be 
j .sill. e*-stLiI rhi'se in 
■ impoil-expnrt, 
collaborations, leaehing. le.seareli and 
piiblii rel.itions work out .> s«.heme 
)• 'ilei llv I le.tllh sale-guards aii' es-a-nlial 
I'll Ihi III u iw'i liavs 

Gemini 

May 2 - Jiinr- 20 

Arolei Is, bu.siiies.snieii, 
protessioiial- aiul .eal estate 
ilealers have it riiaile tour 
Inends .iiul well wishers 
w ill IV ic negleil von M the 
same nine learn to b<' 
innovative and si'll- 
motivated >iui are in lor a riew entei prise. 
sa\s I lanesh.i Po liave time tor ViUii lainilv 
though w<»rl> pressnn-s will K tooinuih 
J lealth ot elJets m.w eaiise eoiiivm 

Cancer 

.June 21 - July 20 

Tven the tains .md the 
waves will fnriw lhat voii 
are ttie boss Siitee.ss in 
work, happmes.-. in the 
homotiont. a loiind ol 
■oniance and Itm, money 
in the kitrv, lauiels abioaLl, 
the hiek ot the draw, and some sharp 
sliootmg tor Caiieeriaiis foretold Itme for 
some introspeetion Nbu need to devote 
.nore lime towards pending woik 






i 


I 


- August 21 

This is the lime tor Itive 
and iximanco 'ton will 
work at a feven.sh pace, 
aeeomplish mneh, and vet 
.squeeze in time lot tun, 
trolii and lanfare It wouli 
be best to follow a huneh, 
pl.iy bv the ear and heed not t.i miiidle.ss 
I eritinsm Home aftairs, entertainment and 
I the perks ol office are goodies lor vou 
j Well deserved, tor laite 

i Vif^o 

; August 22 — September 22 

'there w ill be i hani.es for 
writing, learhing, 
(ommumcatKin. 
inloirnatiiiit explosmii, 
scoops news, views, 
debates and so on Attend 
to hnancial altairs and 
. details You could hnd out a tew 
I discK'pani'ies. t'apiUil formation time for 
' businessmen, prolessumals .ind builders 
I Meditation will Iielp mimeiisely 

Libra 

September 23 - - October 22 

■1 Vou will Imkei with new 
; idea.s and thu.s bonhomies 
I and camaraderie w ill 
j prevail II w ill cei lamlv 
j help to m ; things done 
Also, :l means popularity 
tor Librans Diiaicepl 
I invit.itir>ns and a'soond Ki requests This is 
1 viiiir bonan'a toi the week, (lanesha sa\s 
; I)o take care ol the health ot eldeis. Ir-ivel 
• time loi most 

Scorpio 

October 23 - November 22 

Gane.slia savs job 
opportunities linanci.il 
security, a legaev. a 
windfall toi secretoe vou' 
'Ihe last lour da vs w’l'.t he 
■. iiughl\' iwenttul, sav an 
attachment, a letter, a call a 
mrvling diK’.s the triv k. I’lenly ol .sunshine 
and happiness .iwail ail Scoipuis So make 
the most of It now. It will do you ginid .A 
round ot sriciabsing foretold 





Sagittarius 

November 23 — December 20 

The strum ot the guitar, 
and the )OV of heart's 
discoviTV loi Sagiltarians 
'Ihe next 2 l da vs an.* also 
lor )oiiit hnances, 
insurance, loan and funds. 
Ci'n'Dic'iues toi aneeslors 
IS a proliiibility fublitih' boosts are 
; certain. This is the lime lo make tiavel 
I plans as the ovst of the year will get taken 
; up with work • 

: Capricorn 

• Decombei 21 —January 19 

! f- bomi' and property 

I have a lacelitl. Y'>u will lie 

! hiisv soiling piofessional 




I an.t personal 
,! entanglements Theiefoie 
__ , be .ileit and shed all 

.' inhibitions Rule's'nav 

. have to be bioken and initiative taken Do 
i not gel Icx' taken up with what others 
have- to s.iy Things mav get aw rv after a 
' ivhile 

Aquarius 

i January 20 — February 18 

'mu will be decisive and 
dominating 'Ibis forcetul- 
ni'ss, in turn, could mean 
clashes But it also mc'ans 
that vou will be n-spected 
and vour ideas iighllv 
impli'menled Your 
instructions will be t,iilhfullv followed 
' Romance, cmlings .md hobbles excite you 
. newv Sc* dll find time loi leisure ac liviiies 
' Take care ot the lamilv 

Pisces 

\ February 19 — March 20 

Buying, selling, inve.stmg 
oi shopping are on the 
I ards All enterpnse can be 
started You will have your 
fill of dinners, lunches, 
piirtving, socialising and 
assorted ainusemcmts 
Pi.SLC.ins will also succc'ed in tanning out to 
pc'crpk and places Sigrung contracts or 
taking on new .issignments are on .the 
cards.Tlyc'v will find time tc> w'ini 



B I R T. H D A Y .3 


Saturn segtile Unmis me^iitutipess 
and a (iixsh of fOrnlnpa ^ 

■ the.'VotW feow j{opcl<yott«^ 

, andHommo, ; 

paaocialisBtp^j^and ’ '■( . > ' ., 

''fitly 2tf ^ W» idkxdide.b^t'^.''' 



occult wdt .Have an exoelient year. Bitt e)<piepse» Mrj}} soar. 
A&itis of Bie- hcait likely. 

MiOy 23t Moocvtiiiie .Saturn indteates consc^iclatkin and a 
L bkip priftt for pwispeiity over die year, Fcicuswill'bi} on 
- oeadvitj^ and 

24: M^tcn sw^re Mercury meana you will have to he 
caieftrl fn secret journey, ami i»ienue$ could he active 

vindicitl^. Eiqiensiis cc^d akyncket. 
lldW 2$: Siiin Get io dte'gravy. CoHahoratfoiit^ 

p«li®W^,.cigwtaaitqi- nuiiT%e, KriJa, journey, 
4lS4(*n'«^joy'^*He'gck>cUesf(ndte]i^ 
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Iv u'ltli nir, itthl till Wi ll’ ■iih'- lit’dan-. 
And tf yowVf tnurhurdt iicti, sriy ii 
jiraifcr! 

■'This IS voui'' nptain spodking DiThi 
airport dulhoiitios roquiro that tho 
cahiiis ot this dircraft be deodorised 
betore landing; Wc vx'ill now 
commence to spray the cabins. 'Voii 
may close vour eyes brielTv to avoid 
anv discomfort " 

Let us spray - 

I was treated to the sight ot a 


■ little cabin attendant running up and 
; down the aisles, coat flapping. 

■ clutching an aerosol in his uprai<ed 
I hand Like the last of the Valkyries 

, 1 le hissed as he ran No It was the 
, can that hi.ssed- A belligerent goose 
: of a can The aircraft began to smell 
I like the loo of a five-star hotel 1 
looked out of the 'vindow. Dawn 
! over Delhi was not a pretty sight 
' The counti-y below the wingtip rvas 
like a dirty dishcloth. The siiniiglu 

■ danced on the turboprop Inside, the 








stench of lemon and cut limes was 
overpowering 

We landed with a thud. Coasting 
the tarmac w'as like ndinc the noon 
.stage into Dakota. Even the seal-belt 
juddered the diaphragm. I was not 
heavy laden Just a beat-up suitcase, 
briefcase and camera. I walked into a 
sea of humanity that, at five-thirty m 
the morning, was positively 
unner\'ing 

If anything raises eyebrows at an 
airport, it is mv passport. It looks 
like the old, oily pocketbook of a 
bazaar trader in Khota Baru The Sri 
Lanka government had i.s.sued me 
this passport upon whose black 
cover were the words, PASSPORT 
DEMCK’RATIC StK'IALlST 
REPUBLIC OP SRI LANKA in letters 
o( gold Ye.s, gold. But the gold had 
come off long ago 

"What's this^" 

'Passport." 

I gi‘t a keen look The kind ol 
look that say.s, "I've seen passports 
and pa.'..‘'ports " 1 look past the 
immigration itlficer's shoulder He 
sfiiilies each page doubtfullv. The 
Indian visa reassures him "(io to 
Baggage," he .sa\’s. 

Easier .s.iul than dime Where the 
del il IS Baggage? There's baggage 


everywhere. Indians, I'll have you 
know, don't travel light After 
shuddering over hundreds of heaps 
of suitcases, boxes, bales of shift' 
wrapped and hog-tied with straw 
matting and canvas, 1 begin to lose 
orientation. One doesn't go to 
Baggage ...The whole damn airport 
is Baggage. You just pick your .spot 
and wallow. 

The bag tracks keep up their 
perpetual motion. People cluster 
around, mesmerised 1 loan against a 
mountain of crates Prom 
somewhere, I tell myself, my 
.suitcase will emerge It did, and it 
came forth so ill-used and wan, 1 
could hardly recognise il. All the 
spirit had been beaten out of it Like 
a dry birth plus hirceps. I rescued il 
Irom the carousel on its second orbit 
and lugged it to Customs 
"1 will be taking back my 
camera," I said. 

"/kh, it IS your camera?" 

"(.)! course it is " 

"Achclia.. then vou must declare 
tor re-export " 

"1 declare," Should 1 tell him I'm 
lor re-export too No, he will not be 
amused It was too early in the 
morning 

"You have .something else to 




declare?" 

I shook my head. 

"No dutiable articl js?" 

"No." 

"Where you are slajing m 
Delhi?" 

"A'shok Hotel " 

"Good '\'ou go now and declare 
vour camera that you're taking 
back " 

It was the beginning ot a saga. 

The line ot people who brought 
in dutiable articles to sell but 
! declared them tor re-export in order 
to avoid paying aistoms duty was 
; the longest 1 had ever sevn in any 
! airport. 1 .stood There was little else 

■ In do A man with a fierce 

■ moustache anil blearv eves stood 

I bi'hind a low counter pje eyed us 
w'ith loathing He must have been 

■ up since mianight, judging by the 

i bags undei each eve 1 ne operation, 

; I noted, WAS a bureaucratic idea of 
1 Limbo There were forms to fill .ind 
. chops to chop, stamps to slap on. 

cross reterenci"' to gel cross-eyi'd 
I over and sauiggles to make "The 
' man behind the counter would 
pau.se, suck the top ot his Biro, look 
i paint u IIv down the line and 
i mentaliv consign us all to a special 
I place of torment in ancient Hindu 
I mylhologv i le w'oiild then examine 
: the top of his Biro, possibly checking 
for ero.sKm, then return to his task 
; At length I thrust my camera under 

■ his nose and proftered mv passport 
i "You're going back when’’ 

: Tickel?" 

' Shown 

"You're taking back camna’" 

; 1 nodded 

; "Why?" 

; "It s mine " 

"Ah," he scribbled furiously He 
i looked at his Biro again, decided 
. against taking a nibble and put it 
down with a sigh "What is the 
, value?" 

He had me there The camoia 
I was pretty old Cilder, by tar, than 
: my suitcase It had iii)ested its tai, 

' share of dust and grit It was also a 
I .sort of merger of three pholograplui 
I companies, one for the camera, one 

■ for tne lens .md another for the flash 
i It w'as a hybrid of the worst sort lor 

i a red-eyed Di.’lliian 

j "Make IS MamiVti," he said 
; unnece.ssarilv 
' I nodded. 

' He wrote 'Mamiya' laboriously 

; "What IS number'’"' 

I "fiearch me " 

"You have am thing else? " 

"No . what?" 1 was contu.sei! 
"Then for what foi 1 must search 
; you?" 

1 decided to button up We were 
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getting ntiwliert'. 

"Yi)u not know the number, ah'’" 
"No." 

He perked up A new challenge 
had been thrown at him al seven in 
the morning I longed lor a cup ot 
tea 

"Lens have number." hi- 
mtormed no one in particular 1 Ic 
wrote that down caretully He gave 
the camera '.he tinn* over ' Ah, nave 
number tor Hash." lliis was also 
written down tvith a tloiirish riOi)d, 
I thought, we are getting along The 
camera proper was given the thir«l 
degree "Nonumber,'' hi-.said 
moumtully 

"What do you mean’ There must 
be .1 number?" 

I have looked. Here, you look 

"How you I in bring a camera 
with no anv number^" a.sks the man 
bi'hmd me "Mv Cod, now will hat'i* 
to stand behind you lor al! the Jay" 

I Ignored him Cjreater things 
wort' at stake I v\'as in pos.scs.sion ol 
a pieie ol eijuipnient unheard ot in 
the annals ot IVlhi Customs The 
camera wa.s lanmbalised with a 
conrentratio.n awesoniv to behold 
The len.s was removed and iield upt 
to the admiring gaze of other 
customs znallnii'i who had gathered 
round to ,se.' dut\' done A roll ot 
film wa.s exltactfil and p’l.iced on the 
counter with the levcrenre u-.ually 
rc'serv'ed tor the I.)ead Sea Scri'lls 
"You see," I was intc>rmed in a 
hu.shed voice, "inside, outside, 
tronl.side, bai kside. nothing No 
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number" 

"That's baeP" 

'Ts very bad 1 must enter 
number of camera, no?" 

"I'erhaps," 1 said brightly, "the 
lens number i.s also lor the camera." 

".Must be sanipK- camera,"' pul m 
oni ot the lustoms onlookers 

Ap’pealing thought I had tins 
sinking teelmg that mv camera did 
have a numbei. ongmallv A sort ot 
etched or raised .serial wlijih, 

Ihiough years ol u.sage .md 
roi'.ghage, had been obliterated 
'lelling that to Delhi customs was not 
going to help Ii might ov'en 
complicate matter.-.. 

It was now treej-)ing on U> eiglu- 
iitteen 1 have been in New Delhi tor 
two hours and tortv-tive mirnites 
and hiid advanced no more than 800 
vards into Indian territory Wonder 
what CJive would have clone Up in 
the ga|ii-rv behind glass panels, my 
host was having hystents The p4)ot 
man had rolled out of bed at five in 
the morning to vvelcome me. 1 stood 
1 le sto< )d 

The -'iisloms men went into a 
huddle A .son of mini-summit They 
looked al me on occasion One 
frowned Another grinned. They 
evamined my passport as if it were 
the Onmoire ot Honorius. They 
si'ralched their heads Then they all 
beetled oil to an olfice and returned 
with a Big Brass who had .several 
clusters ot what lookev^iike .silver- 
prlated goosebernes on his 
epaulettes. He was a cheery soul 


"So v'ou have i-airii'ra vvilliout 
■ number^ Ha. ha, must bi- stolen 
; prop'-rly no?" 

; 'Tis the sc'.ison to be |olly! 

' "YoM're taking it b.ick mP" 

I " That's why 1 have been here 
' troin siv in th*' mornmp* " 

■'Ha, ha, \<iu should have told us 
that camera haven't any nmnbei 
I The man behind me agreeci 
I vehementiv "I am standing ami 
I standing," he moaned, 

; "I'll tell yi'ii wliat^ ’^mi lake 
; camera and gc>. We will enter that it 
is a puototype " 

"That's fine." I said Suddenh' 

. there was light at the end ot the 
I storm dram The officer sucked his 
: Bircj mc'ditatively 1 le wrote camera' 
but he drew the line at 'prototypie' It 
seemed that the whole tiHair had 
I gone beyond his ken. He had nev’i'r 
i enteri*d prototypie' befeuv and he 
was not going to set a precedent 
i now Be.sides, how the devil dc> }'OU 
j spuTl 'p'rototype'? 

1 

j 1 w'alked sliftlv to the* bamcT 
' where my host told me that even the 
I garland ol trangipam he had 
I inlendc*d to hang aroimd m\ neck 
' had wilted "What was wrong?" he 
asked 

1 shot him a dirty look. "First 
tea," 1 said 

It was 10 minutes to nine. Delhi 
wa.s wide awake Scootershaws 
whizzi'd by and crows were .scolding 
raucously The air was as crispi as 
early lettuce. 

i had arrivi'd. ■ 




KETCHES 

SIGNIFICANT OTHER 

A better look at the better hali)es 

This week: Dimple (Rajesh) Khanna 


P opularly known 
as: Dimple 
Kapadia No, she 
hasn't used her 
married name ever sinci* 
she walked out of 
Ashirwaad, the mantal 
home she shared with 
Rajesh, or 'Hanji', as she 
then referred to him, rathi.'r 
(oyly 

The early days: Were sheer 
bliss, as the lb-year-old 
heroine ot the runaway hit 
Bobbt^ married the man of 
every vi'onian's dreams I 
Rajesh khanna, the 
reigninj; superstar of i 

Bollywood I 

[ )iinple. who had vet to ; 
lose her j’uppy f.il (watch ■ 
her cavorting in a bikini in ! 
Bi)bh]/. it you don't believe j 
as), gave up on the movies } 
and jtJayed the devoted 
housewite to Kakaji The j 
babies — daughlois I 

'I winkle and Rinki ■— 
tolknvi'd soon after, and 1 
the couple appeared to 
settle down to happy I 

domesticity I 

i 

So, what went wrong?: i 

Well, just about i 

every'thing Dimple, who 
was used to being the 
centre of attention, tound 
life difficult on the 
sidi'lines Rajesh spent 
every evening drinking 
with his clumidtas, ar.vl paid 
little attention to his 
beautiful wife. And 
matters got even worse 
when his movH‘s began 
flopping. Soon, stories 
about marital violence 
were doing the rounds in 
Bombay. 

Dimple's reaction; Was to 


have an affair; and a very 
public one at that, with 
.small-time actor Vijendra 
Ghatge. She walked out on 
Khanna— this was one of 
the several separations 
before they finally parted 
w'ays—and moved back in 
with her parents 

Was Rajesh 

heart-broken?- If he was, 
he recovered pretty fast in 


divorce (friends said that 
she was worried that if 
Rajesh and Tina had 

children, her daughters | 

would lose their j 

inheritance) asking him to j 

go to court if he wanted on 
Not wanting to put his 
children through me 
trauma that this would 
entail, he declined And not 
surprisingly, Tina walked 
out on him. i 


keepmg a low profile. 
Dimple and Sunny 
increasingly threw caution 
to the winds, and were 
soon an open couple in film 
land 

To add insult to mjuiy, 
even Twinkle was 
launched in a Deol home 
production, starring 
against Sunny's younger 
brother, Bobby. 

Was Rajesh annoyed?: If 
he was, he didn't show it. 
He still took an acti-^e 
interest in his daughters' 
lives, and in public at least, 
acted as if Sunny didn't 
exist 

And at election time: 
Khanna, in an attempt to 
bolster his image as a 
family man, ya^ed 
Dimple out of Sunny's 
brawny arms and flew her 
out to Delhi. And Dimple, 
who was only too keen to 
reinforce her rights as 
Khanna's—albeit 
estranged — wife, stood by 
him in a pristine white 
salwar kameez as he filed 
his nomination and later, 
campaigned ia his 
constitucniy. 

Did it work? Atone 
general election; yes. But 
tnis time around, even the 
glamorous presence of wife 
Dimple and daughter 
Twinkle, now a bona fide 
stai in her own right, could 
not save Khanna from a 
humiliating defeat 

Moral of the stoiy. Politics 
may make foi stiange 
bedfellows, but even the 
electorate d raws the line 
somewhere. ■ 



A touch of glamour Rajesh Khanna campaigns with wife 
and daughter 


the comp.iny of some of 
Bombay's most beautiful 
women In the end, though, 
he settled dowm with 
co-star Tina Munim, who 
even moved in with him. 

And they lived happily 
ever after?- Not quite. 
Rajesh was determined to 
do the decent thing by 
Tina, whom he loved 
madly, but Pimple wasn't 
willing to play ball. She 
rcfust‘d to grant Khanna a 


'The ironies of life: Rajesh 
and Dimple's elder 
daughter, Twinkle, was 
affectionately called Tina 
by the family And so. 
Dimple had to endure a 
rival whose name was the 
same as that of her 
daughter's! 

And Rajesh had to endure: 
The coaslant presence of 
Sunny tX'ol, who had 
become Dimple's 
paramour After initially 
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OMEN 


WORKING MOTHERS, 

RESIGN! 

You hare nothing to lose hut youi'minds, says Manisha Gulatl 


W hoever said mother 
hood ivashin was 
ob\ louslv nut talkmg 
about workinij mothers 
Ask any t areer woman who is « new 
mother it you don t believ e us In I ict 
the only way that w urking mother¬ 
hood can ever be fun is if y ou increase 
the hours in a day from 24 to 72 
It starts with feeding, washing, 
playing, feedmg, workmg, playing, 
feeding, washing, playing interspers 
ed with umpteen telephone rails atfhe 
ofhee to u\form v ou about a broken 
case a Clacked nail misplaced socks 
unpalatablechickenstew a despica¬ 


ble maid serv ant V iiu knviw the 
feeling 

rhe return home in the evening is 
greeted with wailmg moie com 
plaints a demand tor Monoply or 
undivided fPv each iiblinglattention 
a V isit to Appu Ghii or a bout ot horse- 
nding (you le theho'v) On better 
days ♦ht little dtv ils ore out pla» ing 
with tnends but the draina starts 
when ihcs retum with t bl»‘ediiie nose 
or scraped knees 

Of course husbands help but oiilv 
atter a shower i sna< !■ and i snueglt 
But by then you rc n ady toi bed or 'he 
as\ lum 


Says Seema Khurana, mother of ( 
tw o w ho w orks for Abov e And 
Beyond Consultants 1 ve suddenly 
mov ed horn girl to superwoman 
Whatever thev say abouthusb inds 
and w IV es shanng duties at home is a 
platitudes The roles are pietty clear 
Vou woik at cifhrc but vou woiK at 
homi too /'-much lh« man come* 
batk Home tc> 'olex and have fun Cav 
him moll ti> do an i ht M st.irt coming 
ba k late 

So much till worm n lib 
tl* r bos-. \ iKas<c>mpla>ns !l it 
mint, to a dioii t between cmplm 
m irnt d vv oman oi an u wn .’■i led 


A stay-at-home mother: bnnging up children 






Many mothers are forced to give up their jobs to look after the little one 


home for all. 

Vani Pahwa, computer program¬ 
mer, .says, "Back when I was in my 9 
am to 7 pm working-warriors mode it 
seemed unbelievable that I would 
some day be a stay-at-home mom. But 
when my little one was bom, the choi¬ 
ce was clear." 

But to be fair to those scant consider¬ 
ate men, one must admit that there are 
working mothers and stay-at-home 
ptips operating from a room in the 
nousti Vir and Nita are one such 
couple While Nita makes and mar¬ 
kets her .soft toys and baby parapher¬ 
nalia, Vir has his oftice on the first 
floor of the house so he can also cope 
with the added responsibity of food 
and kids He says, "Marriage is a part¬ 
nership and you should do whal's 
best tor both. I say to each his own 
because what's meat for one man is 
poison for another." 

B ut why can't more men be seen at 
the poolside teaching their kids to 
swim while the mothers do their twen- 


girl I would defimtely go toi the latter. 
I m niarned myself and though my 
wife IS not working 1 know the sort ol 
[iressures facing working molh.;rs. It's 
not thill they are lax at work but halt 
the lime their concentration is directed 
towards their kids at home and whe¬ 
ther they have eaten or not Phone 
calls go back and forth Their energy 
levels arc also lower as there is no res¬ 
pite for them even after a hard day's 
work. 1 alsi> feel guilty it 1 have to ask 
Seoma to stay ba^ late for some 
work." 

Pooja Khonna, another iraU‘ work¬ 
ing mother and account directoi in an 
advertising agency, stres.se.s, "The role 
of women has been so well defined 
over the last couple of centuries that if 
she chooses to work, that's her fune¬ 
ral But her duties at home as wife and 
mother must not be neglected." 

Which IS why so many women 
these days give up a nine-to-five job at 
the office after motherhood to work at 
home mstead and also kxik after child 
and hearth. The dc'cision isn't easy but 
the scales are easily tilted. You can 
keep uu your high pressuic job and 
work the same hours as your husband 
and gel stressed out from trying to be a 
hotshot at work, a perfect mom at 
home and a hot mama for your hus¬ 
band, while coping with the constant 
guilt of child neglect. Or you can for¬ 
get about meetings, deadlines arid pro¬ 
motions, and direct all your energies 
towards making your house a happy 



She works in office and back at home too 
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A happy stay-at-home father; Fnioyinn parenthood 



She's a superwoman: Keeping a job and bringing up kids 


ty laps? Or why can't they be seen 
wheeling prams at Lodi Gardens mak¬ 
ing baby talk and answering goo goo 
ga ga wnile the mother is out shopp¬ 
ing with the girls? And why does tne 
father bea>me this remote hgurc in the' 
child's life, someone who can only be 
called upon whtm the child does some¬ 
thing naughty and mummy says, 'I'll 
tell papa' 

He is this demi-god w'ho is only a 
head of the family and not a part of it 
Sadly it is these circumstances tliat 
lend themselves to fathei and child 
not beii% friends which eventually 
leads to the dreaded phrase, 'the gene¬ 
ration gap' 

Psychofogist Tehmina Majuindar 
explains, "The man has for so long 
been given the role of master and 
macho figure that breaking away from 
this stereotype to come to one level 
with the woman and be accessible to 
the child as a triend rather than an 
onlooker will probably take a few 
more years. But the situation is impro¬ 
ving gradually and there is more 


acceptance and sharing ot labour on 
the part of the man " 

Anju Kaisth, tour and travel mana¬ 
ger, says, "nven il you decide to work 
at home it's like having 15 jobs at once 
with no assistant And at the end of the 
day you have people asking you silly 
questions like, 'what did you do all 
day at home?'" 

Surely it helps if you have a portable 
computer and a portable profession 
like, say, journalism? 

Pat comes the reply. "Believe me, a 


Do Not Disturb' sign di.»csn't work 
with a two-year-old or even a seven- 
year-old " 

In other words you can't really 
work at home — just a minute, someo¬ 
ne's at the door — where you can be 
with your kids and — Varun don't pul 
your'finger in the socket — keep your 
.saiuty 

Or you can give up your high- 
powered career to throw your con.side- 
rablc energies into motherhood and 
become a near raving lunatic as a 


result of talking to no one except three 
small kids and an irate maid all day 

"Oh I ' exclaims Vani "You be 
me counsellor to all the 
wi\'es with weight problems (that 
amounts to one in each home), to those 
with boyfriend problem.s, redccora- 
tion problems, pel diseases, as well as 
a regular wateher of Su/iln Bmbara and 
The IMd Atti) riic Bfauttfitl — ■ both of 
which vou probably scoffed at earlier.'' 

We stand corrected Working 
mothers, you are missing quantit}' 
time not only with your chiUl but with 
the entire neighbourhood and their 
pets as well 

Before we start sounding like the 
problem and not the solution, allow us 
to give you some invaluable lips 

•"Be ambitious but not killer-1.ke. 

•■Be equal to the man but admit 
that he's slightly more equal than you. 

•Reproduce but only when you've 
achieved absolute selflessness. 

•Employ a maid, a cook, a driver, 
and a shrink 

•Pamper your husband's ego and 
their whims. 

•Go for long vacations sans family. 
Remember, kids eventually grow up. 

After all, in the words of an upcom¬ 
ing poett'ss of Delhi, Anita, this is how 
most men feel 

1 want a wife who goes to work, 

But hottseuKirk she must never shirk. 

A job that brings herhtme asmiltiig. 

So 1 can spend my nietiinj^ whiting. 

While she slogs and I unwind, 
f or another day of grind. ■ 












JUNIOR WHIRL ■■ HAL KAUf V.Ar-J 



DOUBLE DRIBBLE! Two of eight basketball play¬ 
ers above look enough alike to be twins. Which 
two? You decide 


DO TELLlMel fell, Ed fled, Jan ran, Pat sat. Sue 
flew, Dave gave, Frank drank, Kate ate and Bert 
hurt. Car^ou think of some more similar name 
rhymes? dive it a try. 


TRY THIS I 

brain-to-finger 
sigTial-cros.scr. Oasp 

hands with wrists 
crossed in the manner of 
Santa's at ri^t. Twist 
clasped hands irtward 
(see arrow) so that th^ 
appear beftjre you as in 
inset. 

Now, have .someone 
point to one of your 
fingers and 

sec if you can wiggle that finger. It is not easy to comply. 

IHit your friend to the test, too, by asking him or her to 
told hands similarly, and you do the pointmK to firiKers. 



asking him or her to 
? pointmg to fingers. 
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KNOCK BLOCKS 
OFF STAMP 

The duster of 12 stamps, at 
left, can be separated into sets of 
four. One such set would be 
1,2,3,4 or 5,6,7,8; etc. How many 
sets can you find? Be creative. 

■ Other possible variations are 
1,2,5,6; 1,2,3,7; 1,2,6,7; 1,2,3,6; etc. 
You're not allowed to rip stamps 
in half, natch. 

Remember, you're trying to 
find the stamp" number of rour- 
stamp sets. 

Too hard to count? Take a 
guess. 
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THE LOCKHORNS 


































THE ADVENTURES OF LEGIONNAIRE BEAUREEP 
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Till? 

Irllzi 

MAKING 
OF THE 
NEW 
FELUDA 


Sahyasachi Chakrabarty tries hard to fit into Soumitra Chatterjee’s shoes, 
under Sand ip Ray's direction. Trina Mukkerjee reports 


very time a Bengali tnurisl 
turns up in Rajasthan, the 
tnendly local guide enquires 
with a smile, Sutiar KiUa uehiii 
dekhrn^e? The location that Satyaiit 
Ray chose to film his Feluda thriller, 
Hotuir Kella {The Golden Fortress), is 


The cover of the novel Sonar KeMa 



now famous fur |ust that reason, just 
as Benares is associated with his Jat 
liaha Fclunutfi (Tlic Mvstery of the 
Elephant Ikid) 

The name Feluda evokes the 
image of a suave Soumitra 
Chatterjec stalking the forts of 
Ra)aslhan or cmuchmg in 
anticipation in the d<iA. alleys ot 
Bimares. fatayu immediately 
ainjures up the .stTio-comic visage of 
late Santosn Dutta who could not be 
told apart from the author's—the 
films wort* based on Satyapt Ray’s 
d<.*teclive stones -"illustralioas of the 
character. And tlien, of course, them 
was the rule yet cunous 'lopshe, 
played by Siddhartha Chatterjec in 
the first two tilms. 

.After the success of these movies 
there have been a few attempts to 
bring '.eluda back to life on 
celluloid, though Satyapl Ray 
himself dcadr^ not to make any 
more Feluda films after the demise 
of Santosh Lhitta. He was 
appniached by Sabyasaclii 
Chakrabarty, an ardent Feluda fan 
himsc>lf, for the role ot Feluda. 
Chakratiarty, then, was riding high 
on the surcc>ss of his television 
setials Tern Parbon and Rudra Setter 



Ihuty, the latter being a detective 
serial. But Ray turned him down 
It was the late director's son, 

Sandip Ray, who decided to revive 
the character of Feluda and chose 

A stil iromBakshya Rahashya. To be tollowec 
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Sandip Ray m action: Will his new Feluda, Sabyasachi Chakrabarty, prove to be as good as Soumrtra Chattertee? 


Sabyasachi to do it Says Sandip Ray, 
"i was l(H>king tor an actor who 
would nol only be* a K'^nrd Feluda for 
my Bukihya Rtihaahya but also would 
be an ideal Feluda in the long run." 
Playmi* Feluda w'ould require a lot 
of physical aotion and the formei 
tavourite Soiimitra Chatteqee is nc>t 
mally youny, anymore. "So 
Sabyasachi was an ideal choice," 


says Ray. The new a*CTuit, a fan ol 
Soumitra Chatteqee as well, was 
"elated" to be playing his "dream 
role". 

But there was another major 
obstacle to be surmounted. Who 
would play the role ot Jatayu? 

Bibhas Chakrabarty, while directing 
a couple of Feluda adventures for 
the small screen, shidiously chosi* 
those stories which did not have 
jatayoi. Sandip Ray’s previous 
attempt—kis.sfl Kathmandu Ka for die 
national network— was not well 
received. Viewers, especially Bengali 
viewers, refusc'd to accept the 
attractive but overweight and 
nuddle-aged Shashi Kapoor in the 
role of the ace dr+ective Kapexw as 
the Old Fox, yes, perhaps, but 
Feluda? No way Mohan Agashc 
fared even wcir.se in terms of both 
appearance and perfonnanev in the 
much IovchI character of Jatayu 

So how did Sandip Ray get 
around the problem? "My father wms 
very appiv^hensive about casting 
anyone in the role ol Jatayu I Uki 
was hesitant. But as I had to select an 
alternative for Santosh Dutta, I was 
confident it had to be Robi Ghosh.” 
Ghosh, undoubtedly is a fine actor, 
also having acted in a few Satyajit 
Ray movies which included his 
legendary Bagha Baiven role. 
According to Sandip Ray, "Tliis was 
a test case in terras of any tuture 


Feluda feature films." 

Selecting a new Top.she wa.s 
relahvely easy. Sa.swata Chatterjee. 
the budding acior'son of Suhhendu 
Chatterjee, was found suitable *’\ en 
by the semor Rav who had .seen him 
at a wcxlding Already a veteran' of 
two movies, d/ma/a and ■VayuMtai'a 
produced by NFIX.', C hattcMyv did 
rwit find it too diffiiuil "to faithfully 
follow the instruction'' ot the 
din*ctiir" 


T he only advice the director could 
offer his new cast was to .ivc'id 
watching old Feluda nu'Vie*- anct to 
stick to the stones, gleaning as mucii 
as It could from the tex.J and the 
iUu.slratinu.s bv the auihor, S.i!yaiil 
Ray Sabyasachi C hakrabarty ttA>. 
paid more attention to "hi.s taciai 
expressions, eye's, gestun-s and 
pastures". More braiixs than brawn, 
that, according to Chakrabaiiv, wfis 
Feluda 

The' ru*w Feluda mac have less to 
worry about, if the word of the old 
Felucia, Soumitra CTiattc'rjcx*. is 
anything to go by. Chattei>'e insists 
that "Chakrabariv will do justice to 
the rok‘." 

So, is theiv another lame's Bond- 
style debate in the offing^ Who's 
better: Connerv or Mooie .. or rather, 
Chatierjf'e or Chakrabarty? 
.According to the laltec "No matte i 
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; FehxiaI,HandiHrSoumitmChaMMfett^SliMMKapooriMSobyoMoNO^^ 


F eludii fansk have t> ii>cui ta) hu^ 
rciobrate aiid griev<* #us year. 

; 1<>% marks 30 ^riouti years of the 
d>m.jj!uc detective's car^. It would 
aJso vt'iJnesj- the reappearance of the 
' acc' ■ private investigator’ on t}w 
television screen complete with 
entourage, a trr^ trio '..conprising a 
new Fcluda. the familiar y^ nev\' 

: face or Jalayu and j younger, 
greein;r Topshe in Sondip Ray's 
; Bdesitya RtAaskf/a 

But there would be no Feluda 
: sto^ Ui pounce on in the comiiw 
! Puja speaats. And Satyaiit Ray, had 
I h<,' been alive, would have 
; compleieii 75 years on May 2 this 
[year. 

The Feluda legacy however, sliiJ 
runs stmng. In —the ynu^er 

genetatitmiKad then grown quite 
Mmuy of a few stereotyped and 


the pages of Bengali thrillers— a 
new face appeared in Sotidfsh, a 
children's marazaw edited by 
Satyj^Riqf. (Theddkhen's 
magatdne was Icundhed by his 
eiamdfatber, t^pendra iO'sKoie 
Raychowdhnixyl^ 

A figBwtit i^llay's eve^4ctive 
imaginatiori,alwafy3i ntady to 


experiment and eimiore new gemes, 

was Pradosh C. Mitieb awB 
Feluda. accompanied ^ his young 
nephew'Cum-assistant tapesn 
Rattan or Topshe. At last Bengalis 
had their own Sherkiclc Hedmes and 
Dr Watson pairii^. Ray wrote the 
fust Feluda story eitftiled Fehmitcr 
Geendctgiri, a suspense diriller set 
against the hilly oackdrop of 
Dar)oeiing. And dien there was no 
looking back. 

But writing for adolescents was 
no diild's {day. As Ray himself 
admitted in ms foreword to Satyam't 
Half: The Fehida Stories (Viking 
Penguin India), an omnibus 
containir^ all 16 stories translated so 
far. To write a whodunnit while 
ke^ngin mind ayoung readership 
is not an .eaey task because the 
stories have ip be Icept 'dean'. No 
flIlcH lov^ no crime paswmd-," 

SaysSandip Ray, ''My father had 
vatku itdxEieris and Fehida was one 
uf then.'' SatyaiR Rav was a self* 
confossed "a^m reaov of crime 
ftetjon” and a boiefShedodk 
Hobnes. 

Peihaps, the Hbteies In him 
egged lam on to give Fehida a besh 
new lease of iifo and "forced" hfot to 


write a Feluda novel every year. The 
first adventure was follow^ by 34 
Fduda stories/novdlas over a span 
of 27 years. Sixteen of them were 
ptfolished in Smidah which devoted 
MS December' 95 issue (Febida 30) 
soidy to Feluda, 18 in Desk (Pi^ 
specials) and one in Amndamefa. 
Nmim Kaheshi/a was die last novel 
pwlished dui^g Ray's lifodme. 

And RobertsmerRu^waa published 
posthumously in 19%. 

Ray had a new approadh to eadi 
adventure. Eadi had adiSereiit 
locale, a picturesque setting: and was 
populated with strangev sin«ter apnd 
comkaJ cluuacters. Id 1971, the . 
autfrar introduced Lalntolttn 
Gan^y alias fatayu in Somr IGdla 
to Fduda fans. 

This dodk, middfoageid 
gendeman penned efaeu, thrifinm 
andwasnieanttoaet'»"h fodl«» . 
Fehida* and "provide dedk^ of 
humour", Jaij^ vmttiiist pendiiant 
for dte *my8tmitfo8*eiidNtem ' . 
himsdftoms»MRlen.Sio 
emmoured Was Saei^ 
new creatfoniiwt a Bnttda^^ 
ewen a mmde became n; 

wiilhniril|f»:piroerwe. -v 








Ilte cunort v«ir iK wt 
ihteiiarttai; o^'&r Feiodla 4e Co. in 
ttntns of mi 0 k«rol<M 
n|»a1 frooK befaw ^ 30^ 

«isiiverB«i(V of rouida, 

•too finds udmolian Ganguly afias 
jatai)i^ ckttn]ficfing 25 ye«» in hot 
puxsiiit of ainiea and crindnidB 
aiimg wtib fiehidbk Mw 2.1996 wns 
fiatyafit Kiy sTSfh btath 
asunmsaiy. ficiudn nade Usai^ 
aonen anpearande fhis year. 

RosinedSonarm in 1974 
and m 1999, Fdwnafft was 

tpampleied wifii fioundtn Oudteriea 
..in ^lead. fo l990Cliatteaiee 
.let^ppeand as Fefaida hi a tele-^erud 
direct ^ Bilfiiash Chakrahorta 
.'Ghutghutktt Chctanar and naain m ' 
(Mdmum jUlusftjiw. Later m 19B7, 
Fehada fans all over India fhlloived 
one of his adventures on the i 

Domdarshan national network in 
Kissa Katkrrutatu Ka, starring Siaahi 
Kapoor as Feluda, whidi was 
shown under the tete-series^ Safy<^ 
R<» Presents. The current tdie-fifan, 
BslbAyit jRaftsshyn, has Sahyasachi 
Chakrabarty nudcing his nrst - : 

appearance as the new Fduda. { 

In print, Feluda stories have i 
always been bestsellers. Says Badal j 
Basu, manage^ Ananda Punishers, | 
"The cover n Smnr KeUa was 
personally designed by Satyi^t Ray j 
its usual but after makuig the movie i 
he suggested that we use a still | 

from TO film on the cover." But i 
readers may soon see the otigbud | 
cover in its newly-printed edition of ! 
die popular novel, nobfeye 
RiAashya, the latest ^ry to be 
dimed for television, has already 
sold 74000 copies, in 1994 Ananda 
Publishers came out with an 
innovative package of die novdla 
acccHntnnied by an audio Cassette 
of its mamatisra version. Hus too 
had dw vmces of dw original trio; 
Sounwtra Chattetfee as neluda, 

Santosh Dotta as Jatayu and 
Siddhardia Chatter^ as Topshe. 

However the h^^hest setting 
Feluda nov^a is BadshM Anga j | 
whkh has sold 91,000 ci^es to 
date. 

Incidentally, F(duda‘s fictional 
rival in terms of popularity, 

Professor Shanku,wfll}Om die ■ 
world <rf comic strips on Mw 2 in a 
»d-fi adventure endtted Pto^aeer 
Sluutku O UPO. But jpehida, die 
(^kutla-based aleuidk vrho is 
. aaabideictroua^ 9x0^ m 
BStA hypoodam, card tddes, 
languid aerd twrilM his pteeumal 
(fia^ faiGvseeS^ seems. aid 
ed^ovecdtidevwacieis^ \ 



Costume itiustrations from J^u Baba Felunath by Salya|)t Ray 

who plays James Bond, Connery , Chakrabartv. too, coyly admitted 
would remain the best" One can j that in a particular scene where he 
only hope that he has tnuore' to hioks around ioi an address he 

offer th^ that. "could not flash his torch into the 

camera lens evtm after try’ing about 
The telefilm, a taut economical 15 times!" 
thriller, definitely has a lot to offer a That must be the le.ist ot his 

double enme and two cnminals. problems, though, considering his 

interesting Characters and a dramatic new avatar is yes, that s nght, that 
climax agaircst tlie snowy setting of of a detective And it takes a lot 
Shimla. In other words, a 'clear;. playing She?lock Holim-s, Kakababe 

tun-filled children's movie which ana Feluda one after the other 

could be viewed by their parents Now it w only a matter of time 

t(K>. Considering the diro quality' of befon' Feluda fans deode wlietlier 
childrens films in India, that itself is they bke the new Feluda adventun- 
a worthy achievement Whether the or not. This telefilm was .i "ti 1 . 1 ! run" 

'new trio’ will click or not, however, acrarding to Sandip R.iy to decide 

is a tough question to answer. whether more exating Feluda 

Every one involved with the advraitures like Btmhcii/er Bomhetc 

movie had his own share of could be made into full-length 

problems. Sandip Ray had to chixise feature films But miiro importantly, 
an adventure that would offer the Bakshya Rakofhuii would reveal 
scope of good locations and also fit whether the new Feluda can cut it 

the constraints of the small screen. Or whethtr he is destined to go the 

Robi Ghosh, according to Ray, Shashi Kapoor way. ■ 

worked very, very hard to fit mto „ . . 1 

another man's shoes and Sabyasachi Photographs by Hirak Sen 


First person 


MALVIKA SINGH associate mMisher of Business India and die c 
India Television (BITV), is one of the great bon vivanls ofDeOti. The i 
couple, Raj and Romesh Thapar, she tfwrte hard, lives xoeil and enjoys \ 
what’s more important, she doesn't take herself too seriously. 


-y^ar power 
evening. And 



W h«t is yowr idea of perfect 
hap p i n ess? 

A Stitt whisky. 

What is your greatest fear? 

Tlie red line bus and failure. 

Who or what has been the greatest 
inllaenoe in your life? 

My fattier. 

What do you dislike most in 
others? 

Creed and ego. 

What do you dislike most in 
yonrseif? 

My fol and arrogance. 

What is your most predous 
possession? 

My inlegnty and 

W^ rAfects do Wlliilt \ 

fawwrfte 


What makes you 
most depresMMi? 

Mean assaults. 
What do yon 
dislike ai^ OB 
your appeaianee? 
j_ Myooublechu 


What is your favourite word? 

"Go for ir. 

What is your favourite journey? 

Driving in the desert. 

What is your fovourite dream? 

Takirtg on challenges to break 
new ground 
What is your nightauK? 

Fatal accidents. 

What or who is the greatest love of 
3 roaT life? 

My son. 

What is your source of sustmumce? 
Myself. 

On what oocaaions <hi vou lie? 

For snetT 
survival. 

What is your 

W meaftest icgtet? 

. .-''TT. That I don't have 

( imttllHm;': any formal 

education beyond 

s^.;.; 

Giving Wrth. 

What btlttgis 




■inrm ^ w • . j 




'I •• ' '•‘,1 ..’S ■'/y''.’ .' }..'■* 

team to your eyes? 

IGnd words, 

How do you relax? 

Dancing mid dtirdcing. 

What do yott envy most In odicis? 

^rp mtelligenee. 

How would Uke In he 
ittncmbctcd? 

As a funny hrt friend. 

How wotdd you like to die? 

{ a drink in my hand. 





Over a decade, you've experienced furious monsoons. 


withering heatwaves and a rapid increase in pollution. 


Incredibly, your exterior paint 
never lost its complexion. 



In a (asl changing world, some things remain brightly constant. Like Sandtex Matt. The country s premium 
exterior finish from Snowcem India. Sandtex Matt is India's first textured exterior finish. And .since 1970 

there has never been another, more popular. What could be better SnoWCeiTf lndf«l Ltd 

guarantee. SSSKtS So invest in Sandtex Matt. And brush away lime, moi* s mo i [iriMio* rum 
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A yvintif’f cif rAPI X!l'S Hiqlicst 
Ixpotl Aw.iuUf'i C'lqti' I orr.t’riiiivi' i 

ypHrs. Modi Cfvilinc'tiiiii no', j 

fAtcililistiod Its SLjpn'rn.K y ii i intJia ,ts i 

I 

vA/cl! 01S mode imfifC'ssivo loi -iys irito i 

i 

mojor trit''rnatioti.i! marrei-» ■ 

! 

ALhifVinc] all lhi.s through sheet gtil j 

I 

I 

aixJ determination | 

I 

A commitment to qualif/. strenuous 
R&D activities, well honed tiuman 
resource, superior techtiology atid 
the will to win tias ticlpt'd Modi 
Continenlal and India lo move to the 
forefront of progress 


we liave given bicfia what it had always 
deserved—recognition. 



I«» MBL'3393 







The Tdegrai)h 



•‘'Vr >•?'/•'Vw.ii v'V, 

N,C3i^wiil^’'^4ir 

^ j ^ ,• 


... 


^tnliij»k!.dutr4Wl« Wika 

’ Vii Otomifei 

.Hjnjdi sdnjj^ vrltti'. •'.' 
Western tuenes 

; ptovm a>ig flit in fltsomt ■ 
tin%ds'.''Ailataiuili, ' 'i “'y 
.Channel V.would be dn? ' . 
' Ulttnurt^ choice of the pixi;' 
pie as it pteantrta .:. ' 

Weiiteni and Indian songs. 

On die odter hani^ 

MTV beams ortty West^ 
nuTTibera and can be pop¬ 
ular with a section of 
young Irtdiahs. However, 
if MTv were to introduce 
prizes for its programmes, 
and such other incentives, 
vlewership would defi* 
nitely soar. 

Farm* Pmthii MmUK 
H&wrah 

W. It IS ditBcult to 
predict thi* outcome 
of the music war. 

But, at least, it has 
heljvd the women 
Vjs to further shorten 
the lengths of their 
dresses 

Amab Ranerjee, 

. Calcuttn 

■ ] and my friends w«m 
deKghled mth dte «^er 
story as tiutslclu^ppena t4 



A ChanhnI V road ahditf In 
be our greatest. ]ove..9(i^a‘' 
time back DCKZatxed lMty /' “ rt 

for about a coiniie ^' 
hours mudi’te ^'ji^'Ol-' '' 
viewers like us'whib: 
not afiincd 

It gave us an oppoi^iu- 

g to relax with OW ' ‘ 

voudtel^tenvffru^ 

Wtii DC) please revive diia'.v 

progtamme?. 

AtMAanm'IliaiMn^' 

. Qdattti 


W ttmnlc you for.tite 
wondexfot cdwSrt^" 
■iKrrv'iaidr' 




;fo;nn<h<>aelBc- 
frsic^to.VJsand- 


PAGE4 


AtndWMM iMiina,. " ‘" 

'■■ 

It' t}ietM)H»lied/wW ' ’ 
between dte tvro fomiim . 
friuskal. giants is aci^^y 
a creation of die ine<^. 

. . A miniisouh; Section bt 
Indiana, ol flte unwary 
ind^ ami . 

seeBdcfrut vaiihm^' miv be 
watt^dng these cbacfrnds.. 

tte mafo^ Ind^^ 
watchgoOdj^ i 
'.pbtndafrl^ESo. vdi^'ia. 

t lltetwn dmninefrr.p^ 
fotdfomd.pSjbgramines like 
toad ahojiKs widt skitnplfy. 
gfrla mnaihing 


unatappsMa taiimbo iiim- 
infold'dig fo^ 
frier .U dbes not 
mean .tnat dtey have been 
>fo1eEta win.ovec idl Indian 
vteweri., 

Ctehiitrota MOtuuity, 
Safatere jfOrfrte) 

M . It is d^cuit to predict 
whid) channel will frnaily 
become tfse favourite with 
Indian viewers. BotiK 
beam lively, pulsafing 
musir that endear the 
young crowd. 

But as Channel V also 
has some Indian music on 
its listr foere is every pos- 
sftaHty that this channel 
will be more Dopular with 
the Indians. For there are 
many young viewers who 
^may tike fast music but' 
npsnecessarify tm pop 
'arid todk'v<ari^^ - 
.OkMmihfOtt Biswas, 

M The SKiccess of a than> 
nel gseady depends on 
foe calfore of vec^sys, how 
they pmsent foe pro> . 
ttamntro and how weB 
foey .dsn entice viewem so 
as to kcwp them glued to 
foe semen.' . 

, Chatine] Y.VJs have 
gteateg savvy and com- 
pdhng powers than MtV 
Vjs. ^io>i Channel V has a 
gteafer variety of pro- 



FALLINCi IN love is beautiful and more so 
when you get the right items m the market to 
express your feelings. From cards to flowers 
and soft toys, an entire industry has sprung up 
to cater to young lovers 

PAGE 26 

WMaia— wi p M as flj iifM* 

MANPRGET BKAK find.*- herself a new role. 
Love gifts 
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Greeting cards, flower shops, request 
programmes; all of them depend for their sun >ival 
on young loters. Manisha Gulati and 
Susmita Banerjee report 


EVERYONE LO\^THE IDEA OF BEING IN LOVE. EVEN THOSE W- 
ho haven't found the man/woman of their dreams, go right 
on dreaming about that ideal love affair. You know the kind: 
where your boyfriend showers you with flowers and cutesy 
greeting cards; where your girlfriend declares her love for 
you on the FM 
channel, or better still, on 
television; where you 
^>end hours on the tele- 
{^one exchanging sweet 
nothings; and your.Vale- 
ntine's Day gift is a dia 
mond engagement ring.^ 

And, as they say, the whole world loves a lover. So, there 
are always special bonuses on offer when you're dating that 
special someone. Your friends may rag you mercilessly, ask¬ 
ing for every detail of what wont on during the late-night 
show of Bask Instinct, but the rest of the world will show you 
a rare indulgence, bestowing sweet smiles as you hold 
hands surreptitiously beneath the restaurant table. 

But while your fellow diners may regard you with fond 
wistfiilness, others wiU be far more business-like. And who 
can blame them? After all, that warm romantic glow that 





envkiutK fnxn the two of you couid 
well keep them in ckwer for the rest of 
their fives. 

Yes, love these days is big business, 
heifnng si^fport everyone from gift- 
shc^ ownersy greeting cards gaUeries 
and florists. it is lovers—boUi 

young and old—who keep personal 
cohoes in newspapers and request 
programmes on radio arid tekn/tWKi 
going. 

It is this euphoric—and ofteix all 
toofleetirig—feelingthartkeeiKseve- 
ral nuRkm rupees worth of bignesses 
afloat. 


Sayhkgit 

withflowefs 



A t least 80 per cent of men have tri¬ 
ed this at one time or anoflier. 
Wheflier you're asking a woman for a 
date, apdogistng for past bad beha¬ 
viour, dedaring your love or the fact 
that you miss her flowers will always 
do it for you. No matter if its birth¬ 
days, anniversaries, forgotten birth¬ 
days/anniversaries, mornings after or 
nights before, saying it with flowers 
always works 

liter jficlendsitiay rag 

' / te rest of the 

I show yoiLii rare 

indulgete 


Certainly, it worked wonders for 
; Hema Maltni and Amit^h Badidian 
in Sfltte Pe Satta much better than that 
watermelon, as it did for newcomers 
i Rahul Roy and Anu Aggarwal in 
Astsh^i. Thmig|\, we have to admit 
that Snah Rukh Khan let the side 
down in DtlwakDukaniyal^fayen]^ 

I when he presented Ks^oi with a flower 
I which was a souirt gun HI disguise. 

But if you take a more serious and 
lover-like approach, tfaenabouquet 
goes a very long way indeed. Soys Shei- 
j laDubke, whowoiksasanair-nosless 
I with Modihif^ "Flowers are beautiful 
to look at and lovely lo smeQ. When a 
mangivesyouflowershe'ssecreflytd- 
fing you h^ you a|^>ear to hun. And 
every time you look at them in the 
room, fliey re min d you o< him." 

Priya Tandoiv an oonqMrtkmal the* 

^ rapist agrees^ "Red loses are 13ee an . 

I apiBYx&iac. Imagine getting one for 







evcty day that he^H known you!” As 
ro ma ntic gest u re s go, that may take 
die entire Doweiy, tatf you'd need to 
dosomesenousworkwiththecakula- 
lor; and make a dent in your baidc bal¬ 
ance as iveH, if this is a long-standing 
alfair. 

Nonedielesst men continue to flod: 
to flower shops, buying up anydting 
fromcainations, lilies, roses, birds of 
paradise, gladioli to orduds tor their 
women. Such popular flower shops as 
Pcflien in the Greater Kailash market 
in New Ddhi sell to around 30 men in 
a single day, and die flowers end up 
costing be^een Rs 50 to Rs 2,000 to a 
really impressive bunch. 

Most people who buy flowen pre- 
ferhomecb^ver)' Hiisnasitsadvanta- 
ges. For one thing, diere isa certain sur¬ 
prise element inherent in having a bou- 
ouet delivered to your doorstep. And 
tnen, ot course, thwe are those delici¬ 
ous moments spent in anticipation of J 
that thank-you phone call. Says B<^by a 
Bhatia, a.student of architecture. "It is ^ 
a technique of seduction which teases ^ 
without looking like the person is tout¬ 
ing tor business.” 

This can often lead to the most picni- 
ant situations, though. Sailen Pal, who 
runs the floral boutique for the Agri- 
horticultural Gardens, recounts last- 
ana's when his cu.storners insisted 
that the flowers be w*nt anonvmously 
But much to Pal's horror, the rer,^pi- 
ents landed up at his shop the next 
day, demanding diat he name names. 
Only when he confessed that he didn't 
have a clue, did they leave, muttering 
darldv that tliey would ensure that his 
shop was closed down if tliey were 
rver pestered in fliis manner 

Su< h incidents are exceptions, 
though; must people—women in par¬ 
ticular —are tilled to get flowers. 

And Pal tries his best to .satisty all 
tastes, even flying down orchids from 
Bangkok, even though the cost is pro¬ 
hibitive On Valentine's Day, he says, 
his sales double and he sells up to Rs 
10,n00 worth of flowers. ° 

The florist shop of the Taq Bengal is ^ 
also rather popular, though the ^ 

blcHtms here are far mare expensive. 
Ranjit Pradhan, who has been Icmking 
after the sbi^ for the last five years 
and does most of the arrangements 
himself, says that most of his clients 
range betn'een the ages of 17 and 3.5 
and think nothing of spending as 
much as Rs .5,000 on a special bouqiret 
ot flowers. 

I^adhan, who is somethmg of a 
romantic hinvself, lias a Sfiecial touch 
when it ccrnies to making flower 
arrangements for lovers; be uses heart- 



Coffee mugs in different shapes and eye-catching colours at Archies Gallery 



Heart-shaped showpieces for your love; available at Archies Gallery 
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A sample of erotic fove’ card 


shaped baskets and trays 

Bui don'l belabour under the misap- 
pt**hension that only men say it with 
flowers l;.ven women have been 
known to send off the odd bunch on 
such special ticcasions as birthdays, ] 
-inniversanes and, of course. Valenti¬ 
ne's l)a>. Says Rajiv Khatri ot Delhi 
Flowers. "I mainly supply to all the 
IX'lhi hotels, but on F^ruary 14, this 
huge mass of mankind swixips down 
on us. It’s difficult to even calculate the 
nurnbiT, they tome in thousands." 

And they include men, women and 
children,«me of v'hom are ail of six 
years old! 


Greetings 
from your 
lover 

A nother'done to death, but works a 
like a cf^arm' nise is that of a card ^ 
mthemaiftxn The a»py may read S 


card The collection 

boggling 

Bouquet for the lady love 




of love cards at Archiia Gattery is mind- 


from tht‘ downright erotk <"l'he erubc 
touch of your ha^ and the sensual 
.smell of your flesh...") to thesuMtme- 
ly romantic ("You are the island in my 
sea"), but cards are given in anv love 
affair 

Such greeting cards companies as 
Archies and i laBinark vie wiih each 
other for business. The former sells 
arounil 300-400 love cards eveiy day 
in Delhi alone, and the number 
increases several times over during 
the month of February. Says Amar 
Deep Singh of Archies GaBery, DeOu, 
"The demand » so great that wc have 
to come out with new cards e^uit 
month as weQ as reprint older ones." 

Adds Hallmaik franchise ovmcr 
Manof Gupta of the aptly-named Senti- 
ment Gift Gailny, "Of the 1,0)0 odd 
cards we seliln a day, 700 are love meS' 
sages. And nearly 70 per cent of the 
bi^rs are girb." Clearly, women are 
sfiO the more romantic of the two sexes. 

Ardues Gallery has a branch in CaF 






cutta as well, on Lindsay Street, 

^ough the cards themselves come 
from Delhi. Archies has a special crea¬ 
tive team in place which does the 
'copywriting' for the cards, studying 
market trends, watching movies and 
reading foreign magazines to get new 
and fresh ideas. 

The price of the cards range from Rs 
12 to Rs 150. And for your money, you 
can have every kind of message, from 
"Just love me" to "It's time we made 
up with kisses", or oven "Please let me 
in," showing a young man knocking 
on a closed dour. 

The cards on display at Giggles on 
Park Street are also both eye-catching 
and witty Supplied by Hallmark, 
they are priced between Rs 12 to Rs 50. 
And according to Mrs Mehra, who 
looks after the store, most of them are 
sold out by the evening, and she has to 
find replacements for the empty 
shelves. Love and anniversary cards, 
.she says, are mo.st popular, and yes, 
her clientele also ranges from ages 17 
to 35 

Radio ga ga 

T here is a certain vicarious thrill in 
hearing your irmer-most feelings 
being descnbcd by your favourite dee- 
]av over the radio. And these days, 
more and more Uive-lom teenagers— 
and even somvoldei people—are opt¬ 
ing for broadcasting their love rather 
than merely expressing it. 

Says dee)ay Manish of FM Radio in 
Delhi, "It's not humanly pu.ssiblc to 
even listen to. let alone air all the mess¬ 
ages we get. There's a whole world of 
love-sick ritizerts out there." 

Poonam Mehta, a college student, 
tries to explain this fascination with 
relaying love messages over the radio. 
"You do not have to u.se gifts as an 
entry visa or a bargaining tool. Compli¬ 
ments uclivcred publicly are as good 
if not better " 

In Calcutta, you can call up while a 
programme is in progress and not just 
deliver a message for your loved one, 
but even ask for a special song to be 


Says Indraiu, the deeiay who hosts 
Brtlannia Little Hearts, "We feel the 
mess^es should not be plain love 
talk Tney should also be witty and 
imaginative " 

And, tor the mo.st part, that's just 
what they are Sometimes, the liste¬ 
ners compo.se a nitx’, long poem com¬ 
prising pnrase.s from various songs 
And on other occa.>ions, they contain 
them.selves with a romantic, mushy 
message with a sving to inatih. 


played for him / her. Of the shows that 
are specially popular here are Phone 
Aap^, Geet Hamare (in Hindi), MP 
Jcivellers Benfiali Dial-in, and a special 
love programme, Britannia Little 
Hearts. Lozv is On The Air, which broad¬ 
casts as many as 125 requests every 
week. 

FM radio also receives a number of 
letters from their listeners, which the 
deejays are then expected to read out 
on the air. Some of these, says Soub- 
hik, an FM radio deejay, are very 
emotionally-charged, and often have 


Cute carry-bags: With love and all 

to be edited to suit the time constraints 
of the programme 

There have been instances when 
lovers who have quarrelled or had a 
misunderstanding have made up over 
Times FM by having a friendly deejay 
read out their letters of apolow. And 
on other occasions, the songs that they 
have requested act as messages them¬ 
selves. One girl, for example, asked 
that a certain song be played for a boy¬ 
friend: Please release me, went the lyrics 






1 g Sometimes, love even spills over to 
I s the people who are reading the messa- 
! ^ ges. Consider the experience of Rishi 
* Cf Prasad, the man who started such FM 
programmes in Delhi as Dw/-/n-Howr 
and Time-out Confessions, for instance. 
"Girls used to write love letters to me 
in blood," he says, an incredulous 
expression on his face. "I mean, dee- 
jays are all fools themselves. You can't 
take them seriously You'll only end 
up feeling foolish about yourself a day 
later." 

Prasad may be bemused by all this 
attention, but most other men are 
auite happy to receive an ode from 
tneir loved one over the wireless Feel¬ 
ings and messages are reciprocated, 
and the radio often ends up doubling 
as a dating agency. 

Says Rajat Pahwa, a hotel owner, 
"The more imaginative you are, the 
more you achieve An extremely ver¬ 
bal description of what I am feeling 
and planning to do, delu'ered over the 
radio, added greatly m my lavour 1 
won her heart' 

Not every love note gets bro.idcasi 
though Says Gurbani Malik, also .m 
FM deejav, "We air the les.s bi/,irre 
messages Sometimes, though, the 
male will provide himselt with a vane- 
ty of imaginary talents, which he is fai 
from possessmg in re.ihty, from wind 
surfing to a three-month .stint in the 
army " Such messages, apparently, 
are a strict no-no. 

W hat Miisiiul Rami-Ho X wa.s to tee¬ 
nagers in thi- Si'vi'iities <ind 
Eighties, television request progianv 
mes are to their Nineties'eoiinterparts 
The most unusual of thesi-, of course, 
is Mere Mrs.-.u^c, Mew Gwt on Sony TV 
Here, young lovers - or even tiwd 
parents, aunts a.id uncles —don't 
nave to restrict theni.selvi’s to writing a 
maudlin message which is then road 
out by a vivai ituis deejay. Dn this pri'- 
gramme, the persons in question 
ai'tually apmsir on camera to .send 
their messages across to their ioved 
ones It may be to a girltriend who is 
sulking for some reason, to a fianci'i.- 
who lives in another city, or even to a 
wife on an anniversary but the essen¬ 
ce of the message hardly ever varies 
from the "1 love you, I miss you" 
variety 

Then you have such programmes as 
Rusna Son^ Ten' Naam, where you can 
ask foi your favourite song to be play¬ 
ed for the one you love, along with a 
meaninghil message t^kay, you don't 
get to appcMr on telei ision, but then 
not everybody wants to Remenil»er, 
love in India is still a rather secretive 


Cuddly teddies: For your loved ones 








Gilded butterflies: Bound to set your heart aflutte'" 


vonturt' And inusl ycHiiiy; pt't)pU‘ 
would dii'o; inoititiaition—or 
would K- put undor housf arrost- -il 
llit'ir iovo atlair:. bi’canu public know- 
Ip tiKt. say dccjay;., soniclimos 
the names ol the lovers in question are 
not real i-itluT, and even their messa- 


j^t’S are conveyed in elaborate code. 

Sample quote. "Would the young 
ladv in red at the college social gel in 
touch with Mr X 1 le hasn't hail a good 
nights slei’p evei since they attended 
that poeliv reading. " Well, you get 
I the picture 



A Gift for Someone You 
Love 

I f you're still at the stage where you 
need to inundate him/her with 
gifts to spark their interests, then 
you couldn’t possibly go wrong at 
Giggles, the gift shop on Park Street. 
On offer for the incurable romantic 
are ceramic mugs that are twisted 
and misshapen and come with the 
message, "1 melt in your hands"; or 
even those which have a hole 
running through the middle which 
sav, "1 K>ve you hole-heartedly." For 
those with a less adventuroii.. bent 
ot lumd, there are the usual cuddly 
toys, or heart-shaped cushion which 
say "1 love you" and can bc' hung on 
youi bedroom wall. You could also 
buy her a sticker for her car that 
says, "1 love you too much to let you 
go" or pot-pourn filled heart-shaped 

[ 'lastic jars. There are also plastic 
learl-snaped pieces on offer which 
would look ju.st right on her study 
table, and have Mich messages as 
5 "l.ots of love tc« someone wnci means 
I so much to me," embo.s.sed on them 
i If yini're iiiaded, of cinirse, you 
needn’t bothei with these trifles Just 
I go right ahead and splurge on that 
I solitaire. After all, doe.sn’t th*? saying 
^ go' "Diamonds are forever" 


t 
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lOSTALGIA 


SCENES OF OLD CRIMES 

Anita Mehta rei>u;its the haunts of her student days 


A rtfu rn ti> tho sixth- erf old cri- 
mS IS always danj-c-rous, 
spt-ciallv it the return is 
soon after the first 

partin);— there are so many ghosts to 
be laid to rest, whether these be ot old 
enmities or old friendships So I was 
understandably wary when I went 
back, recently to the terrain where I'd 
lived for almost two decades, until my 
return to this aty last year— but I felt 
obliged foi professional reasems to 
make thi- trip to brance and England, 
somewhat earlier than originally 
planned 

Shades of old partings returned as I 
made the midnight trip to Durn Dum, 
past rows of sleeping houses on the 
VIP Rtiad and .iloiig the deserted high¬ 
way which was to symbolise tor years 
the loneliness ot impending farewell; 
at the airport. I played once again the 
role of an earlu-r life \v'hen time after 
time, the breaking night would swal¬ 
low me up and .iway from Calcutta, as 
I moved away from the extended bou¬ 
quets t>t loving hands that waved 
giKidbye This lime, however. I knew 
it was only a role— this time, the 
thought ot relurn lulled me to even¬ 
tual sleep as w-e headed towards the 
western nori/xin, the sun rising at our 
heels 

First to Pans, and to the welcome 
that only that city of all others can 
make to me -- somehow there is a 
sense of deep b»-longing that .surfaces 
slowly when 1 am there, akin to the 
way 111 which i<s sibilant language 
makes a gradual comeback to my 
linguistic nerve < entres, causing me to 
remember words and phrases that I'd 
thought were as buried as the times 
when I first li-arnl them as a child 
M) fiH-nds there were as warm as 
ever, pos.sibly more so now that they 
could no longer take my proximity for 
granted -- a far cry from mon- 
northern soi'ieti'.'.s where one it lorgutt - 
en along with 1 he sound i if one's retrea¬ 
ting footsteps I. too, was deeply 
aware of how little 1 could lake for 
granted w'hat had once st-emod within 
easy reach — the friendship and love 
that exist.s despite a deep knowledge 
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i>i the other, the lazy morninps over 
rich black coffee and pain au chocolat, 
the mommy; rush on the sparkling cob¬ 
blestones of the Ibth arrondissenieiit, 
somehow never devoid of sartorial ele¬ 
gance and the whiffs of Frenclt fragran¬ 
ces, the sloping grey rooftops that lend 
a unique signature to the dullest of 
skies, the presiMice of so muchart so 
concentrated, as in the tip £»f a blazing 
needle, in this one city, the restaurants 
•with cuisines from around the world 
that provide a trip to another culture 
of an evening. 

Paris IS for me the aly of cinema— 
nowhere else can one find Bunnucl, 
Ray, Bergman, Allen, Almodovar and 
Fellini epex is ting with an air of nor¬ 
malcy, week after week, year after 
year; nowhere else are there movie 
nails in every arrondissement which 
shows films of every t>'pc, every gesta- 
btin and always with avid viewers of 
every age and class. 1 recall seeing Ara- 
nyer Dinratri for the fifth time in Paris, 
being surprised at the quality of the 
French translation (which far surpass¬ 
ed the English in its acuteness), surpri¬ 
sed at the ability of the French audien¬ 
ce (still numerous, despite the many 


f times it has been shown here) to laugh 
1 at the right times, to appr€*ciate the 
iiuality ot the unsaid despite being in 
the presence ol a translated culture. 

Perhaps this is because less is lost in 
translahon hi.-re than in many other 
cases, Pans has aspects of great cultu¬ 
ral affinity with Calcutta in ways that 
are often not the most obvious That 
the French are as passionate about 
their language as the Bengalis are 
about theirs, is well known — but 
what, on one occasion I found truly 
evocative of Calcutta, was w’hen a 
stranger I 'd asked directions of in Par¬ 
is iasisted on walking me to my desti¬ 
nation simply because he registered 
real pleasure in the fact that my requ¬ 
est was made in French 

There is an undcfinable .something, 
as well, that unites our two languages, 
the social complexities, behind our 
us<.’ ol apni and tumi are instantly com¬ 
prehensible to my French friends, the 
fwling for the unspoken at the end of a 
sentence, the use of generalities pregn¬ 
ant with symbolic exchange, are 
aspects of both French and Bengali 
ainvcrsations which lead in the end hi 
extremely verbal societies. 


Pans is alsti, for me, the city of jazz, 
speaally of the Latin American 
vanety; the lambada was tirst vulgaris¬ 
ed here from its origin.s in Bahia, and 
in so doing given the conscuiusly sen¬ 
suous Parisian twist which was mudh 
less self-conscious in ita place of ori¬ 
gin. Star Brazilian singorslike Gilbcrto 
Gil, Caetano Veloso and Chico Biiar- 
que are easier to access in this citj' than 
tney are in their country, and 1 recall a 
memorable night where they {.lertorm- 
ed to a clamorous audience, winch 
ended in an impromptu display of 
warm and ail-cmbracing brilliance on 
the dance floor. 

Paris seems somehow the home 
away from home for thi- manifestation 
of a culture wheie subtle intellectual 
perceptions rub shoulders with a 
hard, almost rough sensuality; and 
Pansians above all, with their lovf? of 
logic st*em able to appreciate the inner 
contradictions which generate and 
sustain this cultural vibrancy 

Lest I am accuM*il of being overly' 
Fraricophihc. let me .say that 1 was not 
blind this time to the scourge ol home¬ 
lessness, to the alarming incr' asc in 
begging, to the boarded-up hou-ses 
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characterising the areas where the 
unemployed and underemployed 
live, which have begun to afflict even 
the most deeply imprinted images of 
endless sparkling evenings in roadsi¬ 
de cafes 

However, the images 1 earned away 
with me were those of the stei'ple ol 
the church ot Louvecienncs glimpsed 
across a bare forest under pale late 
afternoon skies, of glasstis ol full- 
bodied wini' laised in relebralion with 
an ever-increasing ring of friends, of a 
glut of Renoirs at a museum that left 
one breathless with undigested 
richness 

And so to Cambridge, and to c'ven 
more dangerous personal li-ri itor>', as 
I wenl as a visitoi lo a place tliaf was 
for vears my home ■ il si'emed 
strange fo know .1 place so well, and 
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yet ti> be denied now, the full know¬ 
ledge of love, to be constrained to the 
level of well-bred formal exchange as 
befitted tild acquaintances. The bcnik- 
•shops and music .shops which were 
my naunts here are still largely unalte¬ 
red, and 1 felt 1 w'as melting into time 
past as 1 slid unnoticed int(> alcoves 
I'H'opled with my favourite authors 

Kings College Chapel, to which 1 
made a delayed visit as 1 wanted to 
make .sure I could withstand the 
onriLsh of memories deriving from 
years t>t singing and listening to inu.sic 
there, made m»‘ a beautihil offering, 
quite by chance, the chon performed 
at Kvensong the I’oulem e mass that 
our chon had sung there many years 
ago under the same conductor, .'Steph¬ 
en Cleobury 

The brigiit candlelit faces ot the cho- 
I isters the resonaiu es of the great old 


organ, the grace of the fan vaulting, 
the limpid luminosity of the staiiied- 
gla.ss windows, the echoes of the sing¬ 
ing fading softly, softly into an ether 
thick with memories and maie.sty and 
mystery, were reminders that 
immortality attaches itself to the 
moment, even when the pre.si‘nl suc¬ 
cumbs to the inevitable. 

The parallels with Oxford, the swne 
of even older crimes for me, are obvi¬ 
ous- - there, it was Evensong at New 
College, in front of the altar Inal has 
always reminded me of the s}wlar 
lhakiit that one set's during the piqas in 
Calcutta with its resplendent while 
carvings m their vertical ascent to the 
ceiling 

There, it was another old favourite, 
one of Vaughan Williams' Five Mysti¬ 
cal Songs, "Ri'tc hrart, Ihy lord is risen" 
that provided the miraculous element, 
transcendingthe moment, and leav¬ 



ing it burnished on the liisiories of all 
who heard it The sun shone, lliat Sun¬ 
day in Oxford. iinu.sually for spring 
this year in England — and tlu* gar¬ 
dens around me were idyllic, as only 
Engli.sh gardens can be with theirsilve- 
ry, filmy willows, then sprightly 
cfaffodils 

And most importantly, the .solid 
friendship of tliose whose piesenrc* 
formed the staple of my student days 
there, was everywhere in 
abundance - whethei in college 
rooms at Christchurch on a rainy Mon¬ 
day or m the welcoming home in 
'Bolloy ol mv closest friend' as we 
watched on video a .stunning six-hour 
BBC production ol I’l ide mid Ptejudicc. 

The BBC, oni* ot thi* things 1 most 
miss about England, nlloived me to 
wallow in the nostalgia of other morn¬ 
ings when 1 would wake to the sound 
ot the Todiii/ programme on Radio 4, hi 
John 1 lumpnreys' sardonic humour 
delivered in an eminentlv coiutorting 
voice, to the point that its very tones 
would con|ure up the .iroma of freshly 
brewed ctiftee iind rolls, the vision of 
sunlight .strodining through my kitch¬ 
en wintlows 

Nostalgia tor a vanished England 
was also the basis ot the great succes,s 
ot Emma Thomp.son's brilliantly scrip¬ 
ted 'ieii^emid ^ni'~ihtlilit, evoking as it 
did the spirit of another lime within 
the quickfiie pace of the 20th century, 
o( reserve couching lives intensely liv¬ 
ed rather th.in being a me.iningU'ss 
chaff tor emplines-- within in a world a 
million miles awav from tlie post¬ 
modern drabness ot roundabouts and 
shopping arcade.s that disfigure the 
.same places todav 

When I lelt Cambridge early m the 
morning to catch my return flight 
from Stansted, the sun was rising in 
the I'astern skies, and it would be 
untruthful li' claim that the mist 
through v\ Inch 1 saw it was entii'.’lv 
atmospheric 1 was leliumng, once 
again, Irom <■ place to which 1'J retui ri- 
ed a month ago, to the one 1 lived in 
now, which I'd also loved and left 
many ^'ears ago for the plnic' 1 w as 
niiw leaving - itu’ concept ot return 
scTmcd to be turneil on its head, the 
concept ot leaving, was something that 
I Juid clearly left behind long ago, and 
all tiaieclories were circular 

Fvervvvlu're there was .i return to a 
part ot life mice lived, i ontingent on a 
p.Trting from ilie same in anolliei 
place, home was (lotli the place to 
which 1 was flving, as well as the one I 
was leaving helnnil, and the idea ot 
return IN as no li'iigei directional no 
longei had a uiiuiue sense' ■ 
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Eaalam Rdhi^ and South-Eastam RaHwinr trains, dial 2203495-3500 Dram 
B am to 8 pm on m a kd a ii s and 8 am to 2 pm on Sundays and gazet- 
tad iMindim In addition, dtsi 1331 (tor roconM Intormalton on Mn 
funnIng). 131 (ragaiding Baht opaidlons) and 135 (ragaidlng naarveUom). 
Train aaivlca anquiiy 3 SaskUi; 3503535/37. 
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A mmemmBs 

Sketches 



\i 7/i // the chattcnn}!, cUtsses arc talkinjii dhoih 


F irst gained popularity in 

India; littangoly einnigli, in a 
tori’ign incariuifHin Yes, it was 
the iiuifher of all chat show 
hosts, Oprah Winfrey, who brought 
this tormat into our living rooms, and 
made us all addicts to her brand of 
confessional television It wasn't long 
before w'e were Viooked on to the 

Nikki Bedi: Fiory exuberance 


This Week: The Chat Show 


emotional outbursts ol sundry 
dysfunctional Ameiicaii families, 
who wouli' discuss .invtiiing troin 
incontinence to incest under the glare 
ol the studio lights And even those 
among us whi>'d iievi'i lieaul ot 
bulimia oi anorexia in our lives wen* 
completely involved w'ltEi Oprah's 
personal battle of the bulge 


I low we suffered when she gained 
an extra pound' 1 low we exulteil 
when she reported that she hadn't 
gone on a bingi* tor a couple of weeks' 
And wh.it bliss reigned when Wmfrr'V 
f inalh t.ime down to her ideal weight 
and stayed there 

Across the gender barrier; Was none’ 
•ather lii.in Phil l)onahu«.‘, who stvnied 
to revel in hringingeveiy Ireak in 
Amem.i on to liis show, his special 
(iieterenic, though, seemed to he lor 
trails sexiials iiid Iraiisvesriti's With 
his shot k ol white han and 
hy pel active slt’le, rhmahne 
maint.imcil an iron control ovei Ins 
show, tl'.oiigh he did have tlie gr.ice to 
ItuiK disconititted when a particular 
abusive person called in While he 
lacked (tprah'seasy charm, he intire 
than made up willi his own pei uliar 
hr and ol aggression 

Across the ocean: Was Robert 
Kilriiv-Silk, the 'I orv MP who 
resigned his seat in I’arlianient and 
sla. led a Phil I Jonahue style show on 
telex iMon. emboldened by the fact 
that he had been labelled the prettiest 
tare in the F louse of Commons. But 
before he w.rs allowed on the idiot 
box, he had to drop his 
double-barrelled surname- —on the 
grounds that if would nlieralc most 
middle and vx'orking elass viewers — 
and call himselt Kilroy 

II IS show too was ba.scii on an 
unhappy compromisi* formula like 
this one I le tried to pul up a show 
which combined Oprah Wiiitrey style 
theatrics with mlclloelual concerns, 
and it simply didn't work. 

His female counterpart:! I.id her own 
C|n)nymously named show, Vi7»rs>a 
1 let lumpy frame dressed in ill-cut 
suits, she looked just as down-market 
as her programme But she did 
manage to find quite a few faithfuls in 
tile lower end of five Bnglish social 
spectrum. 
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And here in India:VVi'll, wc* h.ive 
Shiikli, thef'roj'nimrni- fhjl deals with 
wiimen's issuc.s This i.s mure vrutus 
slult, which deals with such prohlcms 
as tln‘ empowerment ol women and 
their place in Indian society J he 
(<ri>;inal hosU’ss, Malvika Rajkolia, has 
taken time ott to have a baby and the 
show IS now fronted by Piinit.i Uoy 
But the staple fare remains the same 
Dealing with men's issue: Is none 
othiT than the bi-atifU ally-smiliiig 
Kiran Kln>r, on the 
.mpri>pilately-named /’nr/is/i S/d-tra 
llie programme is as much a 
; showcase tor Isher's impressive 
collection of sans as if is for such 
■' 'male' coriCi'rns as impoteiue, 

J pre-m.ii liai sex, pornogrfiph\, anci 
; now important ii is to have a virgin tor 
; \ our bride But to he tan, kiran deals 
with all sill h Irickx issui's with 
eonsuminati'ease, getting her 
p.irtn i('.iii|s ovei tricl>\ ground and 
denismg the t« iision when things 
aj'peai to be gi Iting tvio hot tol 
, iximtoit 

Anil vou h.is-e ti > admire her 
siii'anc hiiic when \'on kmIisi' that thi* 

. pool woman h,IS to disi iiss such 
issues as the ti'in.ile oigasm in I hndi! 

Bringing up the rear: And very badly 
.it that IS IViva 1 endulkar tf vou want 
to know how mil to conduct a chat 
show then all vou li.ivt to ilo iscatch 

Vinod Dua: The suave chat show man 


Priya Tendulkar: Quite a disappointment 

I’riya m .iction She looks aw'kward 
and out of place on her owm sets, lets 
the p.irtinpants I'ak on and on and on 
without asking them to get on with il, 
ori-\en I'lifting them short, allows 
tlieni to go otf on a tangent In short, 

'1 endulkar has nci eontrcrl c>vt*r the 
programme w'hich is more often than 
not taken over by the people she has 


invited to the studio foi their 15 
seconds of fame 

Il IS an abiding mystery how her 
pilot ever got passed by Doordarshan 
And it is even more difficult to 
understand how the show continues 
to bi‘ aired on the channel, one w’ould 
have thought some kind soul would 
have yanked it ofl by now 

Perhaps she could learn a lesson 
from: Vinod Dua whose C/wkiflei/tiii 
de.nlt with serious issues without 
making them dead boring But then, 
Dua knew his stuff he kept the 
comments short, pithy and to the 
point, and never allowed any 
participant more than a couple of 
minutes of air time What's more, he 
ensured that the discussion never 
went oft on one wild tangent oi the 
other 

The one that got away: Why. Nikki 
Bedi, of course' And in some ways, 
that IS a pity' Bedi may have had her 
detractors in the media — and 
certainly, there's no denying that she 
tended to go completely o\'or the top 
on occasion— but she knew how to 
ktH*p an audience engrossed in her 
show. And if that took discussing 
breast implants and the like, well then, 
so what? But in time Bedi would have 
learnt to kit*p her natural exuln'rance 
in cht‘ck, ami have developed a more 
responsible style And then, with her 
theatrical gc>od looks, cwerwhelming 
smile and ease in front of the camera, 
she would have been hard to beat 
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NNEREYE 


BEJAN DARUWALl.A 


4 f 


Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

(j.lIK-sh.l s.ivs buMii);. 
sfllmj;, .shtippiri);, 

.^iKi invi'stnuTit will 
tt'.iluri' unii’ iH^Tiiiri in youi 
s«.lK-nif 1)1 ihiti);'. .\Ki>, 

Mill will riMch nul vt*iv 
splcndiJIv to poiiplo .ind 
pl.iri's hi’ .ill nit’ili.i I'l lonininnii.itioii dnd 
(riicjpoil, .ind ihiit iihoiild liolp voii to 
Hi.il^iKis );oiidii'i All 1 " well in voui wnrli 
■III'.) r\pi'( ( ii priiinotion 

Taurus 

April 21 --- May 20 

. MiMi'iirv-M.irs loniunLlion 

j 111Jkii.)io». «i fillin'III 
iiLtiiitv tor tliosf in 
I bu'iini's'i, ticidc, coiiiiiii.-ict', 
iirts 

(.'hildri'ii. r-diliMtion rind 

- liinli vi.ltiigf OKMtivils aro 

.is>.iiu'il to i;iM' I'li'jMiri' liuir luMrl 
pound'. Willi p.W'.ion <). I.idv lurk l.ivoiirs 
1 MU M illi li i\ i' inoiii'v, -.ov i.ils .liid 
liini lions 

Gemini 

I May 21 - June 20 

T ho sun in voin- sn'n ji’ivos 
von tho noi.os..iH\ Wosl to 
will tiii'ni.ls. sl.irt .1 iioiv 
onli'rprii.t'. i\in jH'opIo o\or 

10 voiii sido. lionu' iinil 
OttllO llllllU'IKl'S 1\ ill .lI'X.i 

11 illll.llo 1 Ins |s ,1 _i;(rt>d 
liini' lo Ihi\ si'll li' nisr, . o'nnioilitii’s .iiivl so 
ol> Si IlHli-ll IlOl'd I I.'ho Join" o illIK'kh tli.it 
21 111 nil- mil',ill iii-l n.'t l.o oiion.^li tin I'lui 
Ili'.iltl. iii.n i.iiiso tonipor.il 1 .oiuorn 

Cancer 

• lune 21 - July 20 

Mono! tiiiii p.i'.sion, 
i.iM -tnioiu, t.inlui .nul 
iii.inti.i .110 on llio iLiri.1'. 
\oii w ill spill, d.'ii.'o do .1 
|i>; III" Irn k is In mow 
t.isi, liiko < 11 ,mil's, ini»\ i' 1 1 
von li.ivo I") cind tors.iko 
ilii ol.l tor tho now llioiii^h i! mijilit i.iiisi 
I 'll II I'.i h \i“'. s, ' low s, li.'ttors ,nid i .ills 
.ii'J I'l Ino.il-llio-si oiii .iiliv ilii's .iro 
ll.'.;lili'',lili M 


Leo 

I July 21 


August 21 






■ I This IS vfi'V dotinitciy j 
I tiini' til moot, lo stn'loh 
! I’onrsvlt out, till iho tin- 
m'ls llut t?ivi' mivt till' tin 
Rors th.il loiroivo, by it 
nionov pilts, lov’o, oon 
IrJCts nr plain taxi's It is 
oortain that work pros.sures and domaniK 
mull! bo .ilmo.sl toirityinn in thou intonsi 
tv and urv;oni V bnl yon will do n supvrb 
|iib 

Virgo 

Augu^22 - Septembei 22 

] rho moon's tirst qii.ntor in 
I your sij;ii mi'.ins timo to 
I loniontralo on voiii |oh, 

! but koi'p your vw.ithoi ovo 
j wide upon tin promotion 
I or ]ob s'Mtili loninoi 
lon'inorn, pnbliirilv 
! lollaboiation, ihild both liiolior odniMliiin 
: .iiid rosi'aiili a»i' taloil anil iliorolMro 
j lannot bo blotlod ‘ilom.iili aiiJ iii'i vos 
ni.ii' nooil nii'dicaluni 

Libra 

■ September 23 — Octoboi 22 

I A pr.iriil ii'.iihiM>; out to 
, (voplo. vai ii'si 
iTiti'i t.ii'iiiii'nl .nul till- 
I 1 ' imnii'iiso |o\ ol i ii'.ilion, 

bo It a toi'ipo, a moloilv. .i 
■ p.initini;, a pooni, .i ilnld, 

- - or .1 biisiiii'ss ilo.n I lioso 
in ii"M',n'i h till nil mj;. invosimonls 
huusiny, Ialliqr.ipln, lolo.oinmnni.Mlion, 

' M'ltiii^, ti'.uliin^ ai Imi; .iii.l iiiodoliiii)',, 

; 1 \'.ind iiliii- stiiko It Inrki 

Scorpio 

' Octoboi 23 — November 22 

Sli.idos ot qlasnost .ind 
>^lamoui too tin ion as tin 
suii and Siiliirri roiiii ,i Inn 
pl.ii in>t lliii. wools rlio sun 
i;ivos vou ilisl lli.it bit ol 
oiiiilidonoo and pwioptioii 
loll ms'd lo iworoomi' 
obsl.K li's, Saiiirn tin toiiaiitv to liokl on A 
|oniiii'\ IS on\ isayod t iond lor \on, siys 
Cj.inoslia bin.lnoi.il miul llos. laxi-s, lisins 
I'nostmvnls arv piodiolvd 




[Sagittarius 

I November 23 — December 20 

I 0);aov, pioportv, (in.inn's 
and ivork rn.iko llii' 
important qu.'.itot ol voul 
lilo T'Ins troiid will 
oontinuo iii;lit thionKli the 
inoiitli rtnsmi'ss lonlil 
domand .i lot ol \oni timo 
laxi's .md Ir.ins.ii'tions tako 
VVlnttli' ihi'oxponsos Do 
,ii\ay with unnoooss.irv olntli'i and 

U'.ISt.lilO 



and altontion 
up vonr limo 



Capricorn 

December 2 \ - January 19 

>i)h i ijl <.\ v\ uK* suatiu' in 
tiM rns ul piihiu i»v. mumu’v 
ii'trnimn 

it'lLibniotmits .ukI 

III» liirsmiM «l 

w iV;i fulfil!ItuMi. i 
tnn»U)’,!i .!•' Ii't »uitoP ‘ 

' first •ju.iiK'i liiin «)u( U* In itifsl 

tUSnui.iMi* i,Uil.i 1 *’U Ixtl sUr t v'i llslu 

skills stUil IPS M>iin iul ' iiil* |t|j\' 

\l.*\N SV W PI l» ft li • 

Aquarius 

Jdfiij.'uv - F'ehruury 

1 ’.n I'H I hip If j *h 
intM I’s ,i Unr Mk' ihi 

Iniv lU s' lli'f, 
(iniiiiii;; .ntii tuiKiinp, .ri' 
rfii 'Milii 'il II .ilnu s ]• M 
'*’lUxti iiin‘ •. ill i.uiki’ 

i!u ii'jiil ili'i 1 .1 lli**i..’.!i 

liti'N in.i\ in»l I»« flip'tiMM hupi v «»np-. 'mi 
’it \\i p i'lt jpxllf>‘ t \ pii imkiliit 



I PUlJ fPi* 
hul thi.t 


.1 p, 




.lli.Sf k 


Pi I 


sh, 


‘>1 


ini|>U*niiMils oiU pi y iiiliiii P s i'.jjkI* 

Pisces 

• Fetiriinry 1P - March .20 

Ik il oxpi nsos ,in 
11ii'.lp'moiil .. Ill iiri.".;o oi 
,1 . oluii'iMahoi , it IS 
Isiilnoi.shi|> in U' at .ill 
lo\ ols ( ai'iip ,11 ti\ ilios IS 
till' vs.I\ It HOI'S 111 Ul .\lsi), 
son uill bo lyniH ii)'all tho 
lo.isi onds I hoso 111 ii'lij;i".i, .islioloHX. 
to.iilimi;, rt’so.iiih, I'ditiii", wrilinj; lilnis 
anil'ho.itii's, lii'.ihni; l.irmiriH niitntion do 
lo'iiaikablv vsoll 



BIRTHDAYS 


lUay 26c Sun st'xtilo Stilurn, says Cjlanesha. means vidory and 
moni'y Wish-tuliillnic'nt, chanj;es in the hirme front and a home 
away from homo syx'm.s liki'lv. 

JUay 27: .Moon irinr Neptune will make you egoistir; 
adveninroua -ind intuitive. That in turn, vvill help you to make 
hoadw.iv 

May 2tt Mixm tnne sun indicabs! work will be done, people 
will bi’ frieiidh and new heights of power arid glory. Tlie trick 
I.S tfi define your goaie. 

May 2Sfc Merruty conjunctions Mars means skilK dexterity, 
sper*d, messages and powers of communication making you 


enterprising, suv7cet«fu! .md famous. Children ami mivney 
make you happy. 

May 30t Moon square Ur.mus could lead lo oomplexiUes and 
a trying lime. It will be difficult to be in nnilrol all the time, 
Tot^ but not an impossible year. 

Mt^3ii Moon aextile Jupiter leads to marriage, 
collaborations, journey, overseas connections, loaas and 
investments. 

June li The full mrion conjuncts Plub> making you daring 
and ready to explore and experiment. You wUl be travelling, 
tcjtdiing out to people and plaiaai. 
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JUNIOR WHIRL MAI KAUFV<AN 



SWIM PARTY! A missing figure is needed to com¬ 
plete this swim scene. To complete picture, simply 
draw dot to dot. 


WEIGH FAREfIt seems that if Loma weighs less 
than Fran, and Hazel weighs as much as Loma, 
and Sue wei^s more than Fran, then Hazel 
weighs less than Sue. True or False? 

iMui«My, 


PAIR GAME! 

A dozen words shown 
in the diagram at right 
are to be paired to form 
just six words (of 
varying lengths) having 
two syllables each 
Words at left are to 
precede word at right in 
the new words formed. 


STAND] TAM 

^paIstill 
*sky(wal.l 
'side! ring 
“bai^ract 

*AT r LARK 


A way to avoid . 

confusion in solving this poser is to 
start With first word in the first column, find a 
compatible word in the second column and draw a 
connecting line to the second word. Do the same with 
next wordi etc. 

Xiciuico(|iMppj}irpupufP|urq'||eMfifHs*iiJPiA^t s<iquio>pjOA\ 



l-To-6 SEQUENCE 
COUNTDOWN 

LOOK over the systematic 
arra^ement of numbers 1 to 6 at 
left. Tnen see if you can determi¬ 
ne in how many different ways 
you can find 1 to 6 in order, mov¬ 
ing up or down, to right or left, 
but nut diagonally. 

Each 1-6 run must differ. That 
is to say, each six-some must be 
traced out in a varying path to 
include at least one new number. 

Perhaps you lack the patience 
to make an actual count. If so, 
take a guess instead. 

Check answer below. 

uiaiAgrp %n Ai|ij ^ no V p|no,v\ 


SHIRT SHRIfTl Say fast Every 
single tie-dye-treated two-toned 
T-shirt shrunk. 
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GARFIELD ■ JIM I'JAVIS 



































THE ADVENTURES OF LEGIONNAIRE BEAUPEER 
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Limelight 

MODEL TO VEEJAY 

Manprvet Bmr, ex-Miss India, is the new teejay for 
Chantiel V, reports Samiia BhaHa 


S he zips around Delhi in a 

brilliant yellow Zen, dwarfs 
vou with her heeled six-feet 
frame and hopes to co-star 
with Shah Rukh Khan and Aamir 
Khan when she hits the silver screen. 
That's Manpreet Brar, India's ex-Miss 
India Ask her whr-re she gets that hint 
of an accent from while Vee)aying 
Sansui Mangta Hat and she's shocked: 
"On the contrary, compared with 
other Vis, 1 sound like a ptxrr country 
cousin As a mattiT of fact, I must gH 
myself a twang immexiiately!'' 

Ask her who she'd like Ui star with 
in her very' first film and she says 
cockily: "Kishen Kumar!" As you 
gawk at her wide-eyed she promptly 
bursts into a huge laugh. Ask her 
wliere sin’ did her schooling from and 
pat comes the Te|oinucr. "Wiong 
question. I changed about 1 1 .schools 
Should I name all? I am an 'army kid' 
through and through " 

She confes.ses in the same breath 
that developing roots m one place 
makes her very nervous, "1 never had 
any affinity for roots whatsoever' — 
which she puts down to h».T army 
background. And though she wears 
rings— theie's not one .significant one 
as "essentially men can't take the 
success of a woman. If the ring is to 
come he'll have to be very siicce.ssful 
in his own right" 

I,a.st year saw this ex-Miss Universe 
runner-up do a iug^^ling act - - 
travelling toj fashion shows, studying 
tot her MBA exam.s and finding the 
time tor an Agra-based organisation 
diKiicated to children's rausc^. 

"Thank god for the fact that the 
institute that 1 v/as studying in was 
flexible with me ns far as attendaiicc 
goes," she sav-, sounding very 
n^lieved VVith her parents pn*tty 
determined about insisting that their 
daughter finrsh her education and not 
leave it oft mid- way, Manpnvf found 
lierseli .shuttLngl'etwwn Delhi and 
Bombay, sli hard at studying 

for her MBA finals and shooting tor 


Mangta Hat. "Pets- advise makes a lot 
of difference and perhaps if it wa.sn't 
for them 1 wouldn't have gone 
through with the course, and they 
knew this and dius their insistence." 

Though now armed with an MBA 
degree, this newest entrant on 
CTiannel V dtiesn't think she'll have 
mudi U.SC tor it in the near future. She 
explains, "1 hadn't thought of any 
other career when 1 took on this MBA 
course. In a way I'll perhaps use it 
every day of my life but, frankly, I 
don't think I'll follow it thouf^ to take 
on a job Probably, few years down the 
line —but not right away anyway." 

With her MBA exams now over and 
done with, Manpnsd i.*- all set to make 
a semi-pcrmanenl home for herself in 
Bomba)' "I was .shuttling between the 
two ones quite frequently last year 
but now I think I'll be spending a lot 
more time in Bombay in the future So 
I gui'ss m be getting a place for myself 
there " 

And Miingte Hat — the request 
programme that earlier featured 
Meghna Reddy imd Anish — came to 
Manpreet quite easily. The channel 
i^ich was on the lookout for a Vj 
asked her if she'd be interested. A 
couple of days later Manpreet was 
auditioning in Bombay, tW next day 
.she was asked to join and two days 
later she was on the sets shooting her 
first programme as VI. 'The dianncl 
was hard pri'ssed tor time and the first 
two episodes had to be rushed 
through, "but i‘ was inUsesting," sh«* 
adds 

And iTs not really bothering her to«» 
much that her involvement with the 
programme end.s with its 
presentation The letters are sifted 
through by the producers and 
recjucsls pertaining to those bands 
that are in the news internationally arc 
aired. "The first few episodes were 
quifi' like a wann up lor me Oiatting 
with the viewer didn't come naturally 
to me, however, in the last two 
episodes wc shot 1 was more 


spontaneous and the shoot, too, went 
off far more smoothly than the initial 
episodes. The more you see yourself 
on scTeen and the more feedback you 
get on your performance, you alter 
your style It takes some time but you 
get there sooner than you expect." 



While she's eiqaying her new role, 
it's too soon to wheliierthe 

audience has tdcen to her. 9ie says, 
'Tve been on air for just about a 
month or so. It's a siw process and it 
takes people some time to realise that 
the V} is mete for ^ood and is net 
compering the programme for fust a 
cou^ of episodes." 

Widi her in the pilot's seat, amongst 
the dtanges that one notkrs in the new 
avatar of Mmgta flai, is diat outdoor 
locations are being given a preference 
over a static studio environment. 
Recently, one saw Manpieet weave 
her way through die resurrected 
Neemrana Fort. 

She, loos, prHen the outdoors to the 
sets as a lot of uncontrollable diings 
happen during such shoots which 
make for some very interesting 
reactions. "Besides being vKually 



Manpreet Brar (midde) after winning the Miss India 1995 crown 



AccfjL usinBer 




pleasing;, there is bo much more 
stimulus that you can react to on an 
outdoor shoot tiiat is not fmmd in a 
studio."' In the case ol the latter the 
script has to be very gripping as the 
onus falls entirely on llw VI to cany 
through the show.. "Take )aved 
}»fiery’s ptogtanune for instance—he 
needs a static backgn>und " 

The show may have .shifted mil ot 
the litudio ambience, but the effort is 
not tiv allow n to beromr arwither 
'Public Demand' programixu* "There 
IS no poipi in doing what the othijrs 
are domg v'tejust can't do that tuport 
thing all over again It can't be th«* 
same " 




While Manpreet is under contract that 
prevents Hot from ho.stmg any other 
music idiow, she's not too eu-ited at 
the thought of acting in .so^g. With 
her eye fixed on fiimdam f^'s in no 
mood to be typecast as a small screen 
actress. "Besides, the quality of 
production and even the story-line of 
our soaps is very piH»r There aie very 
few worth watching and the majority 
art*»ea1lybad. I doubt it whether too 
many people actually follow them." 
However, what she’d like to do 
eventually is a chat .show quite on the 
lines of Kiran Kher'sf’Mnrsft Sfu-tru 

TIcrades being the newest VJ on the 
Dhlock, Manpreet has been actively 
involved with UNDEPs f IIV cell The 
organisation has hit upon the idea of 
putting together concerts for a larg»- 
purpQsc rathei than creating AIDS 
awareness. The oonoerts emphasise on 
helpmg and accepting those afflicted 
witnAlI>5 fSie’s depressed by the fart 
that even today people arc not willing 
to accept HIV patients readily. 

Thougli there are countless cases of 
'AIDS deaths', the people have 
actiudly died of tu^rculosis, she 
adds. "Concerts such as these are very 
Iwartening; the mood at our last 
ccmcert was one of joyou.<mess, one 
that struck a very cheerful note. We 
were |u.st trying to establish that HIV 
doesn't mean death. So there were no 
' serious or doleful ^leeches." She feels 
HIV has been painted too black. 
"We've gone loo cn'eiboard in trying 
to create a fear psychosis in pec^:^, 
and to get people to accept tnose who 
have contracted the disease has 
become practkatly impossible," she 
laments. 

j. She explains her invnlvcnient in 

1 socud causes thus; "Whafever said 
2, and done; when there is a femiliar face 
^ mating a statement, people do sti^ 

I and Ksleniar more than they woukl if 








it was a face they didn't recognise. So 
why not use that? Specially if it is for a 
cause that affects ali of us." 

F or her own part she would much 
rather be a doer than a talker. But a 
question that gets Manpreet's hackles 
up is the one oft thrown to beauty 
queens past and pre.sent. "Do you ask 
of a sports-persiin what he's doing for 
charity or what he'll do for some cause 
once he makes it big? At beauty 
pageants you are snot this question 
only for one reason which is that for 
one year the winner has to take up a 
cause. The organisation tor its part 
wants to arrive at where your interests 
lie, so that you can channelise your 
energies in that dmxrtion for the next 
one year." A trifle uncomdneing. 


perhaps? 

For the sake of record .she clanfies 
that at no stage dfd .she make any 
promises which she couldn't keep. If 
she didn't have the urge to return to 
society all that she had got from it, 
then she wouidn't On the other hand 
if the desire to involve herself in 
something hit her even 10 or 20 years 
down the line she'd probably drop 
everything else and get into it full 
time. She adds, "When I was crowned 
1 definitely' held back from making 
any statements or tall claims that I 
couldn't see through. Soaal work is 
vety personal and you don't do it 
because 10 pei»ple ask you, you do if 
because it makes you happy. It has to 
come from within and you can't do it 
half-heartedly. And if you are doing it 


half-heartedly then you are obviously 
doing it for the publiaty or media 
attention — in that there is an inherent 
hypocrisy. On the other hand are 
those who are working silently 
withoutbothering about who is 
making note of their work," she 
explains. 

She cites the instance of Michelle, 
Mis.s Namibia, and Miss Universe at 
the time when Madhu Sapre was 
runner-up. who has dedicated a lot of 
her time and energies towards the 
uplift of children, through her 
organisation, Michelle s Children's 
Fund. "And she's not into movies— 
she's just into collecting funds tor 
children that .she's helping support So 
I really don't think it's fair to 
generalise and make a blanket 
statement that all beauty queens u.se 
their titles for promoting themseb es." 

B ut largely, are these titles just 
springboards to stardom; the 
glamorous w'orld of the films^ Tlif 
'social committment' lasting for the 
year of her victory, and then it’s on to 
pursuing her own goals? Agitated she 
responds, "That one year does not 
belong to you as you are practically 
bought over by the organisation After 
die year is over, perhaps the first thing 
that the person wants to do is get on 
with pursuing ivr oa n life rfod 
ambitions, into things that i-h'- w.uil-* 
to do." Which need not be true all the 
while, she adds as an afterthought 
For Manpreet offers for films 
started pouring in the day she was 
crowned Miss India Now that 
Bombay is to be her second home, she 
weighs the options once she returns- 
"Last year was a matter of prK>nhf*s. 1 
couldn't take on films as 1 was still m 
the middle of my MBA There is no 
point in doing two things and tailing 
at both. And other than having missed 
a few good offers I don't think I've lost 
out in any vvay " 

So, has becoming u public figure 
chtuiged her in any way as a fierson? 
She says thoughtfully, "Well yes and 
no While I have become a lot more 
patient 1 have aLso learnt to say 'no' 
When people began to notice me after 
Miss India and sub.sequently Miss 
Univer.se, I found it v'ery difficult to 
.say 'no' to their requests tor shows, 
functions etc. I |ust couldn't bring 
myself to turn them down and sinci* it 
W. 1 S humanely impossible to live upto 
all the committments and 'yeses', 1 
would end up cancelling at the last 
minute. Tixlay, if I want to d<-> 
s<.)mf'thing 1 do it willingly, if 1 can't t 
don't make a promise " ■ 
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Ayurveda the science of life, has stood the test of time 
for well over 2.000 years. Ayurveda is a legacy from 
India's glorious past when the Rishis had mastered 
the secrets of nature for the benefit of mankind 
Vicco Vairadanti Paste is the original Ayurvedic 
paste Vicco cares for your mouth - 
effective, active, totally natural Vicco is for healthy 
gums & firm teeth Every tube of Vicco contains 2Q 
pure herbal extracts long established by Ayurvedic 
herbal traditions to be good for teeth, mouth & 
gums Ayurvedic practice, cenfunes old. 
actively involves, those elements in nature most beneficial 
to the individuals Vicco Paste is made from herbs, 
barks, roots & flowers no artificial ingredients, no harsh 
abrasives or fluorides Just the-best ingredients 
tor disorders of gums & teeth Vicco's concentrated 
formula lasts longer and tastes great 
Vicco IS worldwide favourite for decades 
Vicco IS vegan No Animal ingredients 

Vicco Products: Natural-Naluraily better. 
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DELICIOUS 

Sanjana halxHtr brings the small screen alv e as the hostess of the Arniil India 
Show. But, says Vaishati Honawar , theatre is still her first loie 

SANJANA KAIXX)R IS A REl UtTANT CELEBRI- 
ty. She hates the spotlight and would do 
anything to stay away from it. So what is she 
doing hosting the Ainul India Show on Star 
Plus, a programme designed to show’case 
highlights of Indian life? 

Ask Sanjana about her relationship with 
this "little monster"—as she describes tele¬ 
vision — and she laughs. No, she wasn't 
exactly brimming over with enthusiasm 
when she took on the job of anchorperson, 
but despite her misgivings, she did end up 
having a "super time" on the show. And, 
she adds, "There's also been a lot of ptjsitive 
feedback on the show, which is 
encouraging." 

Those who have watched the Amid India 
Show on Sundays swear that Sanjana is per¬ 
haps the best thing about it. She is beautiful, 
elegant, bright, and most of all, she knows 
to hold the diverse bits of the programme 
together with her brand of patter. 


















And pvon though San)<in.i does 
remind people o) that othci fair- 
haired television host, Nikki IJedi (of 
Nikki Tonight notoriety), her line in 
clidtter is very, vi*ry different Not tor 
lvdfHH.»r, the thealneal, slightly over 
the- top stvie of Bixli, or even the camp 
commentary of Kav , vvho used to 
host the f ndia Show earlier. Saniana 
prefers tin* more laid-back approach, 
hut IS all the mon> c*tf(*rtive tor that 
Acccirding tc> Kakesh Sharma, exc'cu- 
tive prociucer of the show, having S^in- 
lana as .vac'hori,>erson Iws been a defi¬ 
nite plus. 'She IS a familiar face," he 
s.iys, "and it is easier for the pt*ople 
she is iiitervu*wing to relate to her as 
they know what she is talking about 
She is also able to fevus the «)nvt«r-.a- 
tion, so there's a visibly easy, relaxed 
atmosphere." 



All for the laid-back approach 


The lady behind Pnthvi Theatres 



1 lis point IS well taken. There may 
be d slightly no- nonsense air about 
5>an)ana, Iml her bright smiles flash».*s 
through all 1 (k> often, and she laughs 
an often lot And she's breathtakinglv 
attractive, evc'n on an unbearably hot 
summer day, clad m a long, sleevele; s 
dress with just a dash of lipstick tor 
make-up Right now', she is in the mid¬ 
st ot doing herbil by way of publicity 
for the A'liiil Indui Shmi'. and it i.i cleai 
that she's not really enjcivmg any of 
this 

S anjana's aversion to being in tlu> 
limelight perhaps has its rexits in 
her family history. 'The tmly daughter 
of Shashi and Jennifer Kapoi.x, she 
grew up in a world where Ixith her pai- 
ents were public figures Her mother, 
the daughter ol Knglisli stage thespi- 
ans, Laura and Cicoffrey Kendel, was 
more inlere-'ted in the theatre- — 
though she did play the lead in .16 
Chtminnf;fwc Ijiijc — but father Sh.ishi 
was the heart-throb of millions when 
Sanjana was growing up. And having 
seen him being mobbed by people on 
the mad, celebrity status was not some¬ 
thing Sanjana aspired to. 

And Jennifer Kapoor made sure 
that her children - - both Sanjana and 
.sons Karan and Kunal— had their feet 
planted firmly on the ground. "Wc 
had an absolutely normal childhucxl 
in that there was no fUmi atmosphere 
at home," recalls Sanjana. "We were 
given K.s .S as pixrket money and we 
w'oiild go to schcH)] by bus. Even at 
schcMi] wc were never treated as cele¬ 
brity children Belonging to a film 
family really did not make any real dif¬ 
ference to us as there was no starrincss 
in our lives.” 





But for all that, Sanjana was a fully- 
paki member of the Kapoor familv. ’ 
which had been part of the Hindi film 
industry for several generations, and 
that influence was not going to go 
away in a hurry. As a child, Sanjana 
did cameos in such films as funwn, 36 
Clurwrmghee lane and later in Utsav 
and Salaam Bombay. But her tirst film 
as honiine came only in 1988. 

Titled llewHiralal, the movie was 
an unmitigated disaster, but Sanjana 
is not prepared to be apologetic about 
it. She acted in the movie, she says, 
only because she wanted to work with 
director Ketan Mehta and Naseerud- 
din Shah, who was her co-star in the 
film. But her performance came in for 
a greatdeal of criticism and, says Sanja¬ 
na, 'll was then that 1 realised that 
belonging to this lamily was nol going 

A scene from the play Gaslight 
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Shashi Kapoor. Doting father 
to be enough 

Simj<ma then dabbk*d with tele\-i 
Sion. aHing iii a couple of serials, 

I hmalayii Dnrslwn and Any Kvi km Ic 
But It wasn't long bi'foreshe was lom- 
pletely disillusioned with the small 
screen as well, especially since one ol 
her serials never aired, and the othe: 
fiy.^'led out after a while 

B ut then Sanjana alw.sys h<id her 
first love to a»me back to theatre. 
"I have alw'ays wanhxl to act," she 
says today, 'T>ul joining mainstieam 
Hindi cinema was lU'vei a choice tor 
me. 1 do love watching Hindi movies 
(Govinda is a hot ta\‘ounte), but 1 
would never w’ani to be a part of ii." 
So, the .stage was the next logical place 






THE FAMILY KAPOOR 

What are Sanjana's siblings and cousins up to? 


Kunal Kapoor 

The surprise package. Llespitc 
{ sf>ine earl^ success as a hem in 
I AHistu and a strung 

I performana in Ckivind Nihalani's 
j Vifctu (pmduced by Shashi Kapoor), 
j Kunal and the Hindi film audience 
j decided that they weren’t meant for 
j each other 

j Normally, that should have been 
I the cue for a descent into loaferdom, 
i but Kunal has bi'iunced back as an 
extremely successful <id film maker 
{ He makes kits of money and is the 
one who runs the house. His wife, 
Shcena, is Ramesh Sippy'.s daughter. 

j Karan Kapoor 

I 

I The Nordic-looking member of 
I the Kapoor family. Went into Hindi 
; cinema only to flop badly in such 
j films a.s Suhantile, out his heart was 
I never in acting. He saw himself as a 
photographer and chose to move to 
London, where he does freelance 
assignments for a variety of 
publications. 

In India, he is still best-known as 
the Bombay Dyeing modcL though 
the launch of a jeans label in his 
name ha.s pmved abortive. 

Randhir Kapoor 

Has led a roller-coaster of a life. 
He wras given the best launch any 
son could hope for when he 
directed his hither andgrandfatlier 
in Kii/ Aaj Aur Kal, but neither his 
directonai ventures nor his career as 
a hero saw any great .succes.s 
(thougKto be fair, he did have some 
hits including Immii Denoam). 

In the la.st years of his father's 
life, Randhir look over the running 
of R.K. Studios, a job he perforin.s to 
j this day. ITis image in the film 
j industry was transtormed after the 
success of Henna,which he directed. 
It is now up to him to prove that 
this was no flash in the pan 



Karan Kapoor: Better known as the 
Bomb^ Dyeing Man 

of the enduring mysteries of Indian 
cmema is why audiences are willing 
to dccimt the thidk-set, paunchy, 
short, forty-sometliing Kishi Kapoor 
as the young lover. But for some 
n^ason, they arc. And though Rishi's 
career has fud some ups and downs 
after the super-success of Bobby in 
1973, he remains a box-office dfraw. 

Karlsma Kapoor Known for her 
bump-and-grlnd numbers 


Rlshi Kapoor 

The most successful member of 
the third generation of Kapoors.One 



Rlshi Kapoor Forty-plus and still 
going strong 

Ranbir Kapoor 

When he was launched, there, 
were those who predicted that 
Chimpuo would w the real star of 
the family. His resemblance to the 
young Shammi Kapoor led to many 

E ' ikes about Yahoo days returning, 
ul somehow Chimpioo’s tarec'r 
never took oft even though he acted 
in one of the biggest hits of Indian 
cinema, his father's Ram Ten Gan^a 
Main. 

I lis first film as director, Preni 
Gratilh, has Madhuri Dixit and 
brother Rishi in the lead. He now 
hopes to become a Daboo like fi^^urc 
who i.s better known for his skills 
beliind the camera than in front of 
it. 

Karisma Kapoor 

Not really a member of Ss^ana's 
i^neration, Karisma is Randhir 
Kapoor's daughter and the second 
member of the family after Sanjana 
to disregard Raj Kapoor's dictuin 
that Kapoor women don't join the 
film’ industry. 

And worse, unlike Sanjana who 
concentrates on I^thvi Theatre, 
Karisma h»i become » fuIl-Qedgcd 
film star, who executes the most 
lurid of bump-and-grind routines 
dad in skimpy oumts-Grandpa 
would not have been amused. 







for her to be. 

Ir\ 1989, still in search of her 
medium, Sanjana attended an eight- 
month actors' workshop at the 
Herbert Berehof Studio in New 
York, As a child, San|ana had toured 
schools in England with her 
grandparents, playing Titania in A 
Midsummer Night fi Dream. And once 
the workshop was concluded, 

Kapoor had decided where her 
future Jay: in theatre. 

But where would she work? 
Would it be in theatre-loving Britain, 
where her grandparents were based 
with their company, 

Shakespeareana? (Jr would it bo 
Bombay, where theatre is still in its 
infancy, despite the years ut effort by 
dedicated lovers of thi.s art form? 

Says Sanjana, "Making the choice 
was ditfitoill initially. It could have 
been easier for me to .slay on in 
England because there is .so much 
work to be done in theatre there, and 
the scope is al.so much wider." But 
she was never very comfortable with 
the grt'y, rairi}' weather of England 
"1 si'em to have inherited my English 
gi andtatber's love of the .sun," she 
says; so sunny Bombay it was. 

On her rc'lurn to Indio, Sanjana 
took over the reins at Prithvi 
The.itre, which was run by her 
tamilv and niimed after lier 
grandtather, as honorary' director. 
And since then, there’s simply been 
no time for second thoughts 

In her six years at Prithvi, 

Sanjana has worked hard to find for 
it a special niche in the w’orld of 
Bomoay theatre. In 1991, she began 
holding annual theatre workshops 
tor children at the theatre, and in 
19«>2 she organised the International 
Prithvi Theatre Festival, which has 
been held since then every two years 
with both Indian and foreign theatre 
groups participating. 

In lw3, Prithvi Players, the 
theatre’s own group, was set up and 
it has mounted Iwm productions 
since then. Gaslight and Who's Afraid 
Of Virginia Woolf? To encourage 
young talent, Kapoor also began 
platform performances every 
weekend at the theatre and I'n 1994 
she re-opened the Prithed Art 
Gallery, once run by arti.9t Tyeb and 
Sakina Mehta, which had closed 
down 10 years earlier. 

Sanjana’s future plans include the 
setting up of a libra^ at the theatre, 
and "trying to get Prithii Cafe back 
to what it used to be" Also, later this 
year Prithvi wiU be organising a 
national-level theatre festival tor 
children. And next November, 
Kapoor intends to "take a close look 


at where India stands in the w'orld of 
theatre today" by organising a 
national festival. "Sifting here in 
Bombay, it is so difficult to know 
what's happening in the rest of 
India," she laments. 

Since 1989, Sanjana has al.so been 
working with the children from the 
Happy llome School for the Blind, 
ana her eyes light up as she talks 
about this experience. "This was 
something I was roped into doing.s 1 
just didn’t want to do it but I’ve 
really Rjpwn to love it since," she 
says. "The children are far more 
perceptive and intense than regular 
kids; they're wonderful." 

And while doing all this, Sanjana 
has also found time to work in such 
well-recicved plays as Rashomori, 
Arms and the Man, Gaslight, Who's 
A fraid of Virginia Woolp, and even a 
teleidsibn serial, I'hoda Sa Samudra, 
Thoda Sa Aakash. Two years ago, she 
even tried her hand at films again, 
acting in Araiiyaka, directed by A.K. 
Bir, whom she has great admiration 
for. 


away by television and now, even 
Sanjana appears to have succumbed 
to the lure of the small screen 
But Kapoor doesn’t agree with 
the view that there are no audiences 
for theatre in India. As .she says, "At 
Prithvi we have a play every single 
day of the year, except Mondays 
when we are closed, and there arc 
people queueing up for tickets." 

She concedes, however, that 
money is a problem Advertisers, 
who can and do sponsor plays, are 
more inclined to go in tor more 
glamorous productions, where their 

i mgles will be played and their 
janners put up oh stage. But, says 
Sanjana, "In serious theatre we 
cannot give the sponsoring brand 
mure imi>orlance than the play." 

Prithvi Theatre ivas spon.sored by 
Vazir Sultan Tobacco (VST) for 10 ' 
years, but the company backed out 
of the arrangement tv^'o years ago 
and Sanjana is yet to find another 
sponsor And though nothing has 
been worked out until now, she i* 
optimistic about the future.Within 



Sanjana Kapoor with Naseeruddin Shah in Haro HIrataf 


Considering how much Sanjana 
has achieved in her 28 years, it is 
surprising to hear her say that she is 
not the ambitious sort. But Kapoor is 
quick to clarify’ what she meaas; 

'^ut I am ambitious about the work 
I do; about where 1 want to take it. 

I've never wanted to be an achiever 
because I don't think what I'm trying 
to do wiU be achieved in many more 
years to come." 

Certainly, dragging Indian , 

theatre both in Hindi and English 1 
out of stagnancy is an uphill task. | 
There's no money to promote it for I 
one thing, and for anothet whatever j 
talent there exists is being sucked ' 


the next two years we should be all 
right," she says. 

Qearly, all her plans for the 
future revolve aroimd Pnlhvi; 
television is just something that pays 
the bills. And certainly, Sanjana has 
no intentions of compering another 
show "But if 1 were to hear of a 
good film," she say.s, "I wouldn't 
mind going up to the director and 
asking for it. And 1 would lovi* to do 
more plays if 1 awld only get the 
time. Next year, may be ' 

After all, acting is in Sanjana 
Kapoor’s blood. And blood is a lot 
thicker than Amul butter ■ 
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Scorpio 

i October 23 - November 22 
i'' 't*n ’ i * t'f f'lt’ W'H wishers 
1 1 ' pi ove then loyalty to you 

' dr* the pri'ssuies that 

i ' 'dount You will hold a 

■ ; ! lontiTence, a mis'l, whicli 

11 ■ j will eventu.alJv keL*p you 

' '■ - — sonally busy fm.ince, 

1 children, Inwel cr research are highlightixi 
' this vvei'k !t also pnives luiKv for teacher-., 

! writers, media iiersoiis, artists or 
I teilmiiallv iiualiliiHi poisons. 


BEJAN DARUWALLA 


[Sagittarius 

I November 23 — December 20 

There will be aniple gains 
this week This is .ilso the 
j phase when you will go in 
I fur buying, selling, 
renovation, decoration, a 
move or a transfer So 
there is much that is 
■ happening around vou. Do not get too 
' pessimistic as happy tidings aiv foretold. 

! I'our hard work vs’ill finally pav dividends 
' iind that should keep vou lia}ip> 

i Capricorn 

December 21 — January 19 
I 1 hr plaiu'lan'position in 

] your sign helps vini to get 

I things doni- You will be 

>1 BB3. . B ' overw orkmg this week Ski 

I ; take L.ire ..It \ our health. 

' ||M»i^||||pM||pMl Siicress IS ditinitely 

- ■ - induated tm most ol vou 

Irv lo lommunicale at .ill Imi-I , .is this 
; wiM prove henefu'i.ii li' \oii i >o dei'ote 
time lo v'ourself .ind \ oiii t.iniilv h.ilb 
neeil vour uiidn id<’d atlenli 'ii 

Aquarius 

January 20 —■ February 18 

• ■. Ion will i.-rt.iiiilv gel 
; going, be il in roinann. 

' tinance loans, Icg.u u s iir 
* .il the work lioni This 
' week .1 trip is (>n the 
; L.iiils rh.it slioiild litt 
■ youi spirit.. 'I'ou w ill toni' 
muiiicale vers elleLlivi-K at public niiH'ts 
or soci.il gatlieiings. Money mallets 
impiiiM’ lluiugh tlie hiimelivinl bothers 


\ Pisces 

I February 19 - March 20 

This i.s the tune lo look 
inwards and assi'ss your 
tremendous potential fo. 
interacting with pisiple and 
gaining grounds through 
sneer gi il and 
determination You will be 
[ extending a helping h.ind to others, 'Iliore 
* w’ll be a heclii bout of s(K'iali.sing, parties, 
mei'ts and conferences F'xpenses soar but it 
I would not go '.) waste 


BIRTHDAYS 


ijfiMe 2:. Gansttha says despite the moon Venus opppiisifkwii ' 
. money wilt conw to you tlinnigilx various avenues. A Kttk> care.. 

.i hi mmanop essential. 

'J$nie 3: MoonSatum siiaure leads to disiurbanocs in. the 
. homefidiit amd ntiMinderstanding about money though there 
, ^ no dearth irf money ft« sure 

Moqn^iter coi^miJHofii loads to power «md|>rif •• 

'..and h your 1.S iMito 


maedtiVcf arvd thus win acclaim. Children and friends wdi sfiriid. 
hyypu. 

pme & Moon sun trine liclps .you to pu^ ahead in life and' 
have a hi^py Hfe. However, there » sohw danftec- erf acddetjts - 
' if ypuBieiK^ Gateful. i ; 

Moon IMuto aqause leads to iitoet <&apite el} 

.' you hai^ and you dp mye ptedy. On the phyippij and: ■ * ' 






XTRACT 

The politics of 

DFT TPinM 


D r Karan Singh, a former Governor of 
J&K, has said that the Hazratbal 
incident (in October-November 1993 
when the Indian army laid siege to 
the mosque after receiving reports 
that the locks of the safe containing 
the holy relic had been tampered 
with! w’as a "municipal issue" and 
that it was not for the army to 


intervene One is inclined to agree 
with him. Yet, the incident 
snowballed into an international 
.scandal due to our inept handling of 
the episode 

'iTie government of India is not 
responsible for the upkeep or 
security of temples, lurches, 
mosques and gurdwaras This is the 


//7/\ extract 
HaH Jaisingh 

raises some 
pcrtinerit points 
about the 
government's 
handling of the 
Hazratbal crisis 
in Kashmir 


Militancy in Kashmir: Valley of guns and terror 
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iob of the communities (o which they 
Delong But it .my ot these holy 
places IS threatened by communal 
violence, then the Central 
government or state government has 
to step in This was the case with the 
Babri Masfid in December WZ. 

Neither the Centre nor the 
Kashmir administration is 
responsible for the maintenance or 
security of the Mazratbal mosque If 
Muslim militants had turned this 
mosque intp an armed camp, it was 
the job of t^ t^uslim Auqat Trust to 
throw them ouf. The Trust could 
have asked the police for help. The 
trustees must have been aware of the 
Central government poliq' — that 
places of worship arc not to be 
misused for piilitical purposes There 


Protection of the relic 
is the primary 
responsibility of the | 
mosque trust. It was 
wrong for the security 
forces to lay siege. As 
for the militants they 
had been using the 

mosque for a long time i 

} 

I 

j 

were precedents in Punjab Yet the j 
Hazratbal authorities had permitted j 
the terrorists to ase the mosque for | 
their activities, and the Kashmir 
administration looked the other way j 
CXir fiolicy should be clear and I 
unambiguous. It is not the duty of a j 
secular state to storm a holy place to I 
flush out militants if they hole 
themselves up inside it, nor should 
the law-enforcing authorities make a 
body-check ofpilgrims as they enter 
a holy place. These functions are for 
the community authorities to 
perform. But once it becomes known 
that a religious place is being 
misu-sed, people who go m or come 
out of it after worship should be 
subierted to a thorough search for 
arms and other clandestine 
materials. If militants take shelter 
inside a holy place, it is not for the 
state to decide whether or not the 
place has been desecrated; it is for 
the community to do so. 

Unfortunately, the Centre has no 
clear policy on any ot these matters 
oven after our bitter experiences in 
Punjab. Why can't the Governor of 
Jammu and Kashmir ask the trustees 
of the Hazratbal mosque to furnish a 
monthly report that it is not being 


misused for political purjxises and 
that no militants have taken shelter 
inside? These are routine 
administrative precautions, which 
any decent administration will 
enforce. Bui the Governor has taken 
no such initiative to make the 
trustees responsible in the first 
instance; hence the burning incident 
at Chrar-e-Sharief in May 1995 
If is said that no Muslim would 
attack a mosque and that Chrar-e- 
bharict could have been burnt down 
only by the Indian army. 'This is utter 
nonsense. Were there not 
fundamentalists who attacked the 
Grand Mosque m Saudi Arabia, the 
holiest place for Muslims? And, in 


Karachi, have not Shia and Sunni 
fundamentalists been attacking each 
other's mosi^ues regularly? Yet, 
Abdul Ghani Lone, a Kas'hmiri 
leader, declared on Doordarshan that 
no Muslim could have torched the 
Chrar-e-Sharief mausoleum. 

Coming back to what happened at 
Hazratbal, it is now clear that there 
was practically no coordination of 
approach among the various oflicial 
authorities. The Centre, the 
Governor and hk administration, as 
also the army, airacted on their own 
and at cross-purposes. That is why 
this episode Dccomes interesting, for 
It again demonstrates that the 
Centra! government has not even 


Hazratbal: Militants holed up inside the shrine turned into it into an armed camp 





laid down a proper drill to deal with 
an cmetKency, and allocate 
responsibility to each authority. The 
state of affairs explains the total 
ineptness in the Handling of the 
episode. This is the situation in a 
state which has faced a series of' 
crises from 1947 onwanls. 

It is widely believed that the siege 
of Hazratbal was undertaken on me 
basis of rf*report that two locks of the 
room which contains the holy relic 
were tampered with. ITiete was no 
effort made to verify* the report. It 
could have been a planted story. 
Governor Knshna Rao says there 
was no time to verify the truth. He 
could have, in that case, denied the 


report and ordered an examination 
of the locks. In any case, whose job is 
Ht to report such an event? And to 
whom should it be reported? Is there 
no drill or guideline for those 
matters? Did we leam nothing from 
the December 1963 incident? 

Protection of the relic is the 
primary responsibility of the mosque 
trust. It was wrong for the security 
forces to lay siege. As for the 
militants, they had been using the 
mosque for a long time When the 
government got me report, why did 
it panic? 

Governor Rao says that he was 
forced to order the .siege becau.se loss 
of the relic could have created 












V, V 



Governor K.V. Krishna Rao 

unprecedented violence as in 1963- 
64. If his administration was so 
concerned about the holy relic, why 
did it not post a regular police 
guard? In 1964, after the theft of the 
relic, the state administration 
allowed the Sheikh's followers to 
fully exploit the incident fur political 
purposes The authorities should 
have known then that the .same 
method could be used by anyone 
el.se to create mi.schief. Vet the 
Kashmir administration failed to 
arm itself with a proper respon.se to 
such challenges. 

Having laid the siege, there was 
no effort on the part of the Governor 
to allot specific tasks to the army 
and the civil administration In any 
case, he was in conflict with the 
army The idea of flushing out the 
militants holed up inside the shrine 
was given up. It was decided by the 
army to starve them into submis.sion. 
But what was to be done with the 
i pilgrims? Here was an excellent 
I opportunity to use the pilgrims to 
1 break down the will of the militants, 

I but the softies at the Centre and in 
I the state adnunistratiun decided on a 
i different course. There were 
I foodgrains inside the mosque. So the 
militants could have held out But 
with the depletion of food and 
water, the pilgrim.s would have 
raised a howfagainst the militants 
The militants would have been 
cumpeiled to finallv let them go 
Instead, the Kashmir .idmiiiislratiqn 
(mure precisely Wajahat I la!>ibullah. 
the divi.sional commi.'>sioni’ri 
ordered the sup[)lv of lioi biinuJiii to 
the people inside the mosque The 
army naturallv a.sked v\ hat then was 
the siege for? \Vilhcr Go\ ornor Rao 
j nor his admmi.siiation Had an 
I aaswer. Sen'ing food defeated the 

13 





army's objective It was immaterial 
a.s to who dte the food The army 
decided not to let the militants have 
a telephone farilit\. This was 
overruled by the Kashmir 
administration. As a result, the 
militants could remain in touch with 
ISI agents and foreign media The 
army would have liked each militant 
to surrender with his respective 
weapons so that he coulo bo 
identitied and kept in a camp 
instead, it was decided to give safe 
passtige to .m, including the foreign 
mercenaries arfll let them leave their 
weapons in designated dumps. 

Mo.st of the negotiations were 
conducted by the administration, 
and the army had no hand in them 
However, the army opposed the deal 
worked out bv the administration 
which allowed the militants safe 
passage from inside the shrine The 
army is reported to have objected to 
this deal as it would have appeared 
like a mural victory for the militants 
and their supporters in Pakistan and 
as a m^r .setback to the Indian 
army The deal was to hand over the 
shrine to the police in order to let 
them allow the militants to escape 


Even when the 
militants refused to 
accept food fiom the 
government Wajahat 
Habibullah did not 
give up the idea of 
feeding them. Instead 
he came up with the 
proposal that the 
supply of food should 
be entrusted to a 
private caterer 

under the tover of darkness and 
tran.sport them to special places 
from were they cuuki flee 
The day after the siege began. 
General i M Zaki, adviser to the 
Gov ernor, claimed that a decision 
liad been taken ti> cut off water and 
power. Later, it was reported that 
there was a well inside. But the point 
IS: the employees of the concerned 
departments refused to carry out the 
dea.sion and no action was taken 
against them In fact, they refused to 
cany out any orders against the 
militants. So ll.e army had to carry 
out the order. Yet, when it was seen 



Former J&K Governor, Karan Singh 
that the militants wore collecting 
water from the Dal Lake, the water 
supply was proniptly restored by the 
administration. Habibullah w'as 
responsible for all these soft 
aj}proaches and he claimed he had 
Governor Rao's authorisation. Even 
when the militants refusi?d to accept 
food from the government. 
Habibullah did not give up the idea 
of feeding them Instead, ne came 
up with the propoisal that the supply 


of food should be entrusted to a 
private caterer. 

Oiu‘ can only say here that even a 
permissive state like India should 
draw a line beyond which it should 
not allow its citizens to stray. Such a 
line lias not been drawn by our 
rulers because they do not want 
themsiTves to be bound. Instead, 
they follow the policy of ad^iocism, 
judging issues as they come along, 
making arbitrary and contradictory 
decisions. "They are our boys", they 
say about the militants. This is the 
usual retrain of the politicians, 
specially the softies, with regard to 
rebels who have taken up arms 
against ihe nvst of the population, 
against our state, tor they do not 
want lo be identified with any 
drastic decisions against the 
militants. These "boys" are, in 
reality, our enemies, for they intend 
to kill us indiscriminately in order lo 
advance their own cause In fact, 
they want to enjoy total power and 
edge out then opponents. They do 
not belkwe m the ballot, and in 
sharing power In any ca.se, India is 
not a tyranny. It has a buoyant 
democracy, and although it is by no 
means perfect, here we can change 
things through the power of the 
ballot. Tlie process may take time, it 
may be frustrating but things do 
change As tor other problems, the 
rebels should understand that India 
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The Chrar-e-Shanef: Another instance of desecration of a holy place 



is a confcradatiun of equal states and 
! that the Centre has a responsibility 
I to look after the uniform 
j development of all states. If then.' 
i have been failures m this aspect, it is 
I because some states want to match 
ahead of others by eKploitin^ Central 
j resources or because those who are 
I denied equality are not strung 
I enough to protest There is no way 
■ by which the Centre can bestow 
I social advantages on a state. In any 
I case, Punjab has the highest jxjr 
I capita income and the Kashmir 
! valley comes second 

Advocates of “our boys" shoulil 
know ftiat justice cannot In’ differe.il 
for diftcrent people How is it that a 
bank robber has to languish in 
prison for vears, while a militant 
I who robs dozens of banks goes scot- 
free? This IS the easiest way to 
destroy the sense of justice and 
respect for law and encourage 
political revolt. This way we have 
already created a privileged 
community of criminals in a number 
I of states, particularly in Punjab and 
Kashmir, ihese people are not likely 
to give up the "privileges" they 
have enjoyed. 


Thu.s, in the enliri' episode, the 
army personnel were made to look 
like fools, tor while they wanted to 
pursue the gener.il ob|ective of 
bringing the militants under cirntrol, 
the governor and his administration 
wanted to give them a safe pa.s.sage 
Can there be worse contradictcirv 
policies? The mililanfs must have 
understood Iroin the whole epi.sude 
that there is no unilv ot will among 
ihosi- who are enlnisted with the 
tasK ut containing militancy. 

This IS not to sav that the army 
alone b.as a solution to the problem 
oi that It IS beyond blame. In tact, it 
has given cause for embarras.sment 
to tht C'entral gewernment whenever 
It overreacted to provocations by the 
militants This was Ihe ta.se at 
Bi|beha.a. where .^7 pv'rsons d-ed 
and over 7l) were wounded in army 
firing (on October 22, IW) in reply 
to senousprovocation by the 
militants Such incidents are bound 
to be blown out of proportion bv 
human righfs activists and VVestern 
pre.ss and Tnedi,i hostile h> India. The 
armv ofticers must know that years 
ot their good work can be <iafhagcd 
bv a moment ot w'rong reflexes. ■ 
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A HEAD FOR HEIGHTS 

Do short men tty harder? Manisha Gutati investigates 


W hat dci Sachin Tendulkar, 
Aainir Khan, Dudley 
McKire. Posi Shroff, 
Daimy DeVilo. Al 

Pacino, Billy Joel and Napolean have 
in common? They're all }>nort. And 
they're all successful. These are all 
accompli.shcd men, some of them 
gifted, others ob.ssessed But all in 
the limeliglrt VVe look forward to 
seeing them, pay money to be 
entertained by them, admire them, 
even worship some of them. 

All of which leads us to wonder, 
IS there any correlation between 
height and ambition? Are they 
classic examples of compensation? In 
other words, do short men try 
harder or does tlie benevolent one 
up there make up for what they lack 
in height by giving them that extra 
edge somewhere else? 

According to psychiatrists and 
other observers of human behaviour, 
the answer .seems to be yes. Says a 
psychiatrist, "I tiiink a person who's 
compensating for something about 
himself that ne pcrceu es as a 
disadvantage otten strives to achieve 
a large success A lot of small men 
run businesses for example They've 
compensated their wa>' to the top of 
the neap" 

Raman Kumar, anolhei 
psychologist, however feels success 
is not neces.sarily u manilestation of 
height, or the lack of it. "Possibly, 
lust because they are short wc are 
laying more emphasis on their 
sucse.ss," he says. "After all, there are 
enough ind more tall success stories 
in the world But defiiulely a short 
man docs have a complex about his 
heiglit and he would like to 
overcome emphasis on it if possible. 
Whether that happens through his 
becoming a success oi whethei he 
uses it negatively is a very 
individual thing" 

A large number of short men 
seem to dominate the entertainment 
bu.siness. Showmanship brmgs with 
it it's own merits: a flaunting of self 
without any self consdou.sness and 
misgivings and a massive pumping 
up of the ego. Bui not every .short 
man handles his shortcoming in 
such a positive and constructive 
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yruu name it, tashion has made it 
easier for the fairer species. 

Alan Ladd, the great ladies man 
of the Forties was so short that his 
directors had him stand on a box or 
had trenches dug fot taller actors 
who were playing opposite him 
(Rishi Kapoor probably had the 
same problem with Amitabh 
Bachcnan.) 

Tom Bronson, a Hollywood 
costume designer who works on all 
of Sylvester Stallones movies, has 
contessed that all actors nowadays 
use build-ims in their shoes. 

Stallone, who has a larger than life 
image on screen actually stands only 
1.78 metres in his socks. Initially a 
sore point for the actor, he wore 
doctored shoes for all his movies. 

But then realised that his height was 
more or less average and resigned 
himself quite happily to normal 
shoes. So much so that he married 
Brigitte Nielson who is a full five 
centimetres taller than him. 

Tom Cruise, tiK), is rumoured to 
have worn elevated shoes in the 
movie Ititfrview With The Vampire so 
as not to be overshadowed or 
towered over by Hollywood hunk 
Bradd Pitt. 


manner. Some end up becoming 
loud, aggressive and obm'xious 
Others try to li-el belter b\' making 
tile other feel worse American 
author Erica Jong had once 
de.s«.ribed this kind as, ' The kind ot 
short man w ho compen.satcs by 
autoniaticdlly pulling vou on hold." 

And then there is the the worst | 
kind the man who doesn't have a \ 
point but still thmks he has one to 
prove Psvchiatrisls have ev’en given 
this parliv alar affliction a name. 

They call it 'little man's di.stra.se' 

'This can also be hiuidlcd in two 
ways- reaction formation, in which 
you end up doirm the opposite of 
what you ivally reel so you become 
the tall man in real life that you feel 
you aren't in stature This is the most 
common and successful way The 
second is to become permanently 
embittered, feel small, .second rate, at 
a disadvantage. 

O ne would think that in this age 
ot equality and liberation 
centimeters would be irrelevant, 
right? Wrong. Advertisements for 
modelling, acting, omflight jobs in 
planes and even matrimonial 
advertisements stress on height. 
I'raditionally, men have to be taller 
than women and in looking ftir a 
suitable maldi many are rejected on 
the basis of their height. 

In this tall and short rigmarole. 


women come out luckier Required Dustin Hoffman spent many an 

to be shorter than the man in any aggrieved year as a short child. His 
ca.se, they can also gel away with j mother is claimed to have said that 

heels: platforms, stilletoes, wedge, 1 he would act up in class, make jokes 


Tom Cruise arrives with his actress'-wife Nicole Kidman for the wortd premiere 
of his new film. Mission Impossibio: Height no deterrent to stardom 
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and distract the other students, 
possibly compensating for being the 
smallest kid in tiwii. Hoffman 
himself agrees that he wanted to go 
out with the tallest girls in class even 
though they made it amply clear that 
none were interested in dancing 
with him. He said, "If 1 were to rate 
girls on a scale of one to ten. I'd have 
to say I went out with a lot of short 
fours." 

Raman Kumar explains, 'That'.s a 

S ierfect example of looking outside 
or s^iething that you lack in 
yourS?lf,.The person has such a low i 
esteem of himself being short that he i 
doesn't want to associate with I 

someone else who has the same I 
problem as it reminds him of his, ' 
and also because he doesn't look up 
to the person because of it." 

Actor Dudley Moore at 1 59 
metres, for instance, is known as 
Cuddly Dudly. Bui for him that's 
never mattered. He went out with 
actre.ss Susan Anton tor three years, 
and she is a staggering 24 
centimetres taller than him. Brave 
IXidley M<x»re even stood on a chair 
while she stood on the floor, looked 
her in the eye and sang to her. 
Romantic and oh so cute! 

Like Shashi Dua, a five toot three 
inch male bemoans, ' That's |usl the 
roblem. We'll always be cute Never 
andsome, a stud or macho " 

Ask our lii'st B'dlywood actors. 
Many have apparently switched to 
elevators since |oining the industry. 
Salman Khan, Rishi Kapoor, Aamir 
Khan, Saif Ali Khan, Govinda (he, of 
course, unabashedly w'ears the heels 
outside). 

S tature is a state of mind While 
victims of dwarfism can be 
treated with hormones, not much 
can be done for a normally short 


Sachin Tendulkar 




Riahl Kapoor 

man except boost his sclt-esteeni at 
home and make him learn to accept 
that shortness is not a deterrent to 
succe.ss. 

But why is height, and by that 
we mean tall and big, such a 
tundamental i.ssue to u.s? What 
makes bigger is better’ such an oft' 
quoted phrase? 

Answers Raman Kumar, "We live 
in a society in which everv'thing big 
connotes prosperity: hou.scs, cars, 
salaries, jewellery. And this also 
extends to the size of a human being 
A taller human being is looked up 
to, a shortei one is looked down 
upon. Even in a spat, by sheer dint 
of size the taller person nas an edge ' 

For women too, taller means 
safer. They feel moic protected by a 
man who is tall than by someone 
who is their height or .shorter As 
Charu, a five foot six inch, taller- 
than-average Indian girl says, "I 
would fer'l like 1 would have to 
protect him or tltal he was younger 
than me. 1 don't know, it's a mind 
block and I feel mean saying it but 


Aamir Khan 




Post Shroff 

I've always dreamt that my man 
would be able to lake me in his arms 
and I could just get lost there. You 
know, a bear hug" 

We know Charu, and 
unfortunately, so do the men. AH foo 
well. Perhaps that's the rea.son some 
at them feet the pressure to try 
harder than a taller man to get 
noticed, to command attention, and 
to stand out in a crowd where 
everyont' else .seems to toiver above 
them making them feel pretty left 
out 

Hut there an; those won>en out 
there who si.-em to preler, not just 
mind, going out with a shorter man 
Whether it’s because the shcirter meii 
seem to go out of their way to make 
tlie woman tec‘1 special because in a 
strange way he feels obligated and 
grateful, oi whc'ther it's because lie's 
nut .so lull of hiniselt a.s a taller stud 
might be and can therefore be more 
sonsiMve to his partner’s need, 
mmains to be debated 

Say.s Seema Sun, 26 years old, 
five foot .seven indies, and married 
to Ravi, five foot five inches tall, "A 
I shorter guy really puts his heart into 
I the relaticmship He values you 
1 more. When Ravi and 1 look into the 
I mirror together, 1 know Ravi will be 
I looking at me and not obse.ssing 
I about Iiimsell like a guy who is mure 
I concerned about his looKs might be 
; doing." 

I Whatever our rea.sons and 
i whatever our preferences, the fact is 
! that sex appeal lies in the person 
I inside and not on the cover. And 
i certainly not the height Besides the 
I gcxid thing about being small is 
beautiful'IS that you can shop in 
both the children's and the adult's 
sections. No searching for the 
'fountain of youth' for you. A shorter 
person will always look younger 
than a taller one. So there you go, 
you six foot, hags! ii 
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AIR BASEIEarth's atmosphere is said to be 
comjxjsed mainly of three gases in rough volume 
in amounts of 78 per cent, 21 per cent and 1 per 
cent. What are the mree gases in order of volumes? 

pu» uaSXxo "uaitoaiiN 


SPOT TWINS! Two of 16 iighter-than-air craft 
shown above are twins. Can you find them? P.S.; 
Study them carefully 


9-COUNTILet's say --- 

you have 24 marbles — 
that's right, 24 — and 

you wish to place them —, ■ 

in empty compartments HHH 

of the sipare at right so 
that the .sum on each ■■■ 

side is 9. Place three in ■ 

each box and alakazam, . 

the deed is done. 1 

BUT, let's say now 11'' 
you have only 20 
marbles and 

wish to achieve the same result — that is, have 9 on each 
side. How ouickly can you insert the 20 marbles to 
achieve anntiier 9-per-side arrangement‘s Give it a try. 

viyq .i|ppTtii If Li« BUO puv x<v:\ ifui b^qjvui jnoj jaM<iUy 



1 IN. 

2 IN_ 

3 IN... 

4 IN_ 

5 IN_ 

6 IN_ 

T IN_ 




COUNT-ME-IN STEPWORDS 

YOU are asked to find seven 
progressively longer words 
begirming with IN (see left), in 
accord with the following 
definitions: 

1. Sign, as a contract (slang,) 

2. Move along slowly in a traf¬ 
fic snarl. 

3. Back of the book subject 
matter. 

4. Vital tax form info. 

5. Out of the elements on a nas¬ 
ty day. 

6. Footsoldier branch of the 
army. 

7. Player at third or short stop, 
for instance. 

See how quickly you can find 
the answers. 


WpiJIJUi 















C OMICS 



WtRE tAOKWQ' 

VIE PSSL HCST oae 
■M3SE Ufcm.'t WEAS5S'' 


y "" T 


I'VE Mfco Wa«(C< HEAt^ eERiJE • 

1 vnryNOER MHW ,- 

THEN-We \.\WL jT 


vtaw Nvan'CEV 

HEADS', r 


' sC ^% 



HM K\M0A9»l«VN 
CCMliKSt IS ■WAT A 
NQ&E’' VIUW S 1H\S» 
8RAWS» I OtDH'T , 
THIHV; tHEV'D BE J 
Sti SSJBBER^ ^ 




WHAT.** I TMOOGKT -mE!*, VCBE 
SroFEED PtPBSS, HQMPI. WHfCT 
THE. HE!C.R /* THIS MHATEMER 
ir \S, I'M MW EATAMC. It ' 


































munch 

MUNCH 
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By XPEAN’^JlQGfy. *3^ ^TOW-raRAK^ 


I JUST REAUIzeO 
I DON'T H/WE 
ANY CASH 
FOR OUR 
SHORPINS 




□ 




J&i. 


OH 6000, HIS V 
WALLET iS 
STICKING \ 

our OP HIS ) 

POCKET AND 
1 WON'T HAVE 
TO WAKE 


r 

% 







OH, FOR HEAVEN’S ) 
SAKE, SLONOiE. < 
THAT'S SILLY/ 

HE WON'T MIND ) 


YOU'RE RIGHT, L 
TOOTSIE, HE 
WOULDN'T CARE. 
I'LL GO SACK IN 
AND GET IT 







■ ■ 














Lifestyle 

TOO MANY CHEFS 


Result in u jtictflora of C(H)k hooks. Samita 


T hfn- was a tinit* v\hL'n 

c'ol’S.on lips trniii flalbir 
S>n>;h and T.iila I'.ilai wi't*- 
ihr iillitri'iti* lor milliiins ol 
Indian };()urm«'ls Wliik* ihr 
j'uhii. Mlions that c.irru-d then adviiv 
wen* lU’ithor sliekly pT(x.iiia’tl, nnt 
fSj-KTially advi'tilunius, tin* resulls in 
the kitdu-n weren't Km had At the 
end nt ihi d.iy it r«*allv didn't matter 
that there were no exi'tir pieliires U' 
y,.' with till* recipi's nor the tact that 
these h.indlul of nmkiTV' authors 
had littli lompt'tilion in the 


publishing W'orld Thi* books w'ere 
very user •■fnendly, inexpensive and 
went on to K-eonio household 
nami’S, going into frequent lopnnts 
The Lulinary arena threw up 
sum** other names as well- Madhiii 
Faflery, Pamella l.al and in tin* early 
Nineties, Ranjit Ji.u While lallery 
has taken her innumerable tollowers 
on euliniiry |ournevs across the globe 
on iiiternalionallv am'd elianncls, 

Kai made iiew's in I't^t) with his 
bl<>( kbiistei I'urnf. l inn/, ruin/ 
(IVng'iiii which was mprinled 


Bhatia repons 

several tunes over. More recently, his 
second book TimdtMV (Viking Rs r.SO) 
has proved to be a culmination ot liis 
exploration of this method o( 
ciKiking. riiuilooi offers more than a 
simple liislory of the traditional 
(iiiiJiHv (R.11 had to delve into 
historu al archives), its origins and 
^levelopnient ilown the iiges, a senes 
of reiipes that extract the maxinium 
flavour from this method 

The market lor gourmet cool mg 
IS obviously booming, which is 
m.initest even in the l.u'l that v.hat 
were umsideied exotic ingredients 
(button mushrooms, bioccoli. Icibi 
corn) aie av.iilabli* loda\- in Mutr 
iieiglibourhnod Mi'ther l\iirv 
vegi’tabie booth ft fhi re ivere jiisl .i 
handlul of ,i(itlior.s to consult .i lew 
decade*, ago. main a 
kitchen SI,'-iipie III st.ile-ol-th<-.iit ■- 
has biH’n miinJaled by a plethora ol 
recipe books, going bv llu* 
evergiownng mounds in the tookery 
sections ot book sivires. .A.s book s.ile*. 
indicate, I'ook bimks are toJ<iv a ''i‘ry 
iinporlant se.gmenf tor the publisher 
(■Xitoiding to Aslu'k kliojira ol I liS 
"Atter selt-help books, vookery 
comes a close seronil L’bS iloes a.*, 
many as six a veai " 

just a curs^irv look ihrongh tin* 
.shelves ot himk store.s rei'eal such 
titles as Ci'eai; ('ouL Hook. L rcatii’i 
Ciiokiiifi, ^iininirr CiK^krri/, Ciwkrtji 
<vith Exihrlsi, c'utiA-fi/g Willioui Cfi.iotii- 
and Givhi, The Vegefu; imii A-lcuii Bintk, 
Yhwiuii/ .Sm'CcTs iiiid fV.sscr/;. .mil 
among the host ol other*, even fun 
I'ookin;^ for Cluldrcid C ulinarv 
traditions thus pass on, ennelwd by 
'master cixik.s' sonic of w'hom are 
often simplj- housewives, who have 
peifecU'd their art ovi*r several years 
spent slaving over the gas range. 

More n*ix;ntly, other magical 
cixiks have joined the bandwagon 
excutive chefs ot luxury hotel chains 
who have lent a whole lot ot colour, 
glamour and authenticity tor good 
measure. 'Ihoy .share a common 
motif- putting Indian cui.sine on the 
international map With Indian 
culinary delights tingling mure 
palates than even Chinese cuisine 
worldwide, the market for the.se 
books has picked up overseas as 






THE FOOH or 


Attthentic RecipcH from 
the Spicy SubtMndnent 


! i_•_ 


'V'- 

Z" s'-VA-.a' 

■; ' 

; : ; -f. I ''''. 

. J, •• ' 




■ *N. ft 


'■ 

1 ^. 



.i 


Authors Bonder Narula, Vijendra Singh, Sanjay Mulkani and Thomac John (top ' 

ui'll ObsiMV<'s C hiipia. "Many tend to as^>r>Clatl‘ hotel books with 

Indian ( ook books find a launch pad clamour and authontu ily anil evt-n 
at intornational book fairs Besides love fjivnnj* awav these btviLs as 
evei, kitchen abroad is stacked with pn'sonts 

Mowi-ver, some housewues aie 
wary of usm^ e\pen.sive ingn'ilients 
lavishly." 


Cookery Irook*—hence a huge 
inaikel is waiting to be tapped 
Indian homes on tiie other nand 


Gev Desai, senior executive chef. Welcomgroup, Maurya Sheraton 
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I bottom) of the cook book (above) 

I'lom the ttbenii kitclu'iis lonn' 
Till Ti’ivl of htiliii and your step-by 
step guide to slmgmj. voiir faNourile 
cocktail Publishi'd by I’eripius 
Editions, Siiiga}-H»re, 7 hi / mul ot in,/in 
IS part ot a sene.s ot books on Asian 
lUisiiie with chefs from Oberoi 
hotels Iroin \arious parts ol India 
having contributed to ths^ (:olli‘clion 
ol lecipe-. Th»’ chefs behind the hi-ok 
view It as ' an effort to captun* the 
variety ot Indian cutsme and preseni 
It to the world " 

The Ashok tlavour" has tns’n 
doing the rounds since 4 ,-t with Tlw 
A<ho\ Hook of Tuvountr ItiJmti Rn i/vs 
while thi- chefs of Maurya Sheraton 
and the raj group have put together 
some sumpiuoiLS di.shes Irom then 
kitclierts all over the country I'he 
New LXdhi Hilton too has a couple 
under its belt having published Tlu’ 
Great InJiuii L'lX^k ItixiT iiiid / toHc 
Reaper, in tl.s avtaar as Hohdav Inn 

^■11110 many housewives have 
mt.sgivings about how cojrilctrtable 
they would be with nvipes that 
hotel biKiks olfer, chefs make a few 






and western region) 


I'Inrificaihins. I'hc-y an* omphaln. in 
statin); tliat their hooks are meant 
pnmanlv lor the lay pet son S^iys 
Ciev ITlesai, senior I'veeutive ihef, 
Weleoin);roup Maur)a shi-raton 
Hotel and Towers, "The nvijies are 
not v*Tv complicated. th«> 
ingrc-dieiit-' are all easily available 
and the pnicedurt.*s are very nser- 
Iriendly Th« hooks an a means lot 
the chel.s to share tJieir east 
lepertoiie ot authentic cuiiiiarv 
knowledge ’ llu recipes aa- 
thoroughly resc-arrlit.'d anct prov'en, 
with esah heme, sam led more than 
fiv»> tiine.s hv cfiels and olhei 
toodu's' before the-y are included in 
the- hooks ^>a\s Pc sat, "lhat 
tJernancis In'iiiendoiis wt>rk anci 


a’.souri es " 

Much III keeping vcith the IIIK 
philosophy ot I'oputarisinp esotii 
Indiaii di.shes .iinong Indians .is well 

as joii’igners, t'hc .1 Jiok 
alienipls to ensile* halarived lec'ipes, 
whitl'i o >!1 .ilsii appt .il tc' the health 
eoiisi it.ns Will'll IS peih.ips wh\ 

Ilu' A>lii’k lk)i>k iToved to be si* 
popiil.ir ih.il It n.id i<< go into ie}itint 
in lyn'i 


Tile Maurva i hefs largetled the 
gourmet tTi.irk*'t in the l-'k and 
Germany through The hii'.iuti lUrmi 
T'laniifi which proved to hi* a huge 
succes.s. The bottomline ot I In InJnin 
Menu I'Uinnet. exnl.mis cTiet I\*sai, 
was, ' lo ..cknowiedge all the cht'Is 
ivbo work tiri*le.ss|v at the- chain's 
hotels hr'hind the .scenes Tliey .ir* 
neith'*r educated nor do lh»*y h.ive 
the when-withal to coiitnhute to a 
publishing hc»use. i'he bcK>k is 
acliially a tribute (o them (the credits 
earn- Ine names ot 12 chefs), and to 
scs* that their n'cijH.’s actually reach 
out to peecnie throughout the w'orld ' 
How would the chefs gauge the 
success of their efforts in the 


published format? They concur that explore and exp*erimenl with 
of the hundred people who try the regional cuisines and come up with 
recipe if d.S recn*ale them brand new* recipes." 

successfully, the recipe.s are a While the domimmt opinion 

success The* hotel bcxiks are meant rules that hotel rt'cipe.s cannot be 

tor housewive.s, and not recreated at home—w'hat with a 

profe.ssionals or institutions. wealth of material resources the 

The chels try lo get as hotel infrastructure affords, special 

p*rsonalised and creativi- as they can bamlis and burners at the chefs 
got So don't be surprised when you disposal etc — the chefs have 
come acniss 'Lobster Kika', an exotic another point of view They concur 
I dish which IS named alter Chet that though they cannot give the 

j Salish Arora's daughter, t'hel Arora, exact rc'cipe lhat they are wont lo 

I director, food production, western t'mploy in their own state-of-the-art 

I and southern region with the Taj kitchens at their restaurants, they 

(.roup, IS proud ot the oft-beat have tailorc'd the* pnicedures to cater 

combinatioiLs that he along with lo the needs of the -avcTage 

Arvmd Saraswat, director, food household 

production, northern region, Taj Says ITesai, "When we think ol 

group, have included in their hot putting the recipe into the b«Kik I 

.selling book /tcs/ of Indian CuMties i]uestk>ii myself whether my wife* or 
Tiio bcHik is a wealth ot traditicmal mother would be able to maki* iisi* ot 
dishes and is liber.illy sprinkloc^ with it with reasonable degree cit success, 
'cn-.ited' recipes Says Arora "Mcire whether all the materials would be 

chc-fs should gel iiivcilved in writing available lo them as cMSily and if at 

lecipe books lor those are tai more all our lorniula is user-friendly'' bo 
authentic than those written bv there's no piocedun* that savs ‘turn 

housewives Besule.s, chefs can burniT lo the G mark' "Ouruseris 


J.M. Choudhury, senior executive chet. Ashok Hotel 







primarily Indian, thus, we must usj* 
Indian tcnns Measurements like 115 
gms wouldn't perhaps work, as not 
more than 20 per cent Indian 
kitchens would have weighing 
scales. We've taken care to replace 

S recise measurements with terms 
ke—a cup, a tablespoon or level 
teaspoon etc." 

A cot>kery book writer herself, 
Rohini Smgh, too, is quite open to 
trying what the chefs pre.scnbe. 
According to her, hotel books 
represent what hotels have to offer 
in their restaurants Thus there's a 
whole lot of different regional 
cui.sines that you can take tips lor. 
Says Singh, "As a cookery author 
myself 1 find the books quite useable 
and interesting And of me lot, it 
even two nicipes turn out well, tor 
me the book is a huge success. 
Another major advantage of books 
authomd by hotel chefs is that most 
of the reci^'s are valuable and some 
ot a kind that only hotels can 
• xpt'rimenl with and in turn ofter to 
to us in a simplistic manner Then 
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there are others-- some age old, 
forgotten recipi's that are rei'ived by 
them ” 

What IS authentic' when in a 
country ynu have countless recipes 
lot lh(' 'traditK'nal' hriyam or butter 
chicken, asLs (lev Desai "Cuisine is 
changing so fast that to find |ust one 
authentic nvipe is not possible " 
St'nior executive chi'f, J.M 
Choudhary ol Ashok Hotel has 
another point ot view, "Nmety-nme 
per cent of the n'cipes ot the same 
dish have (he same base, only the 
name differs," he add.s. 

Coffee table n*cipe books may 
lend the kitchen shelf a <eilain 
profile but chef IVsai bnishes them 
aside as W) per cent a*cipe and 40 
per con* jargon These Ixioks have 
very little to do with cooking and 
mon* to do with beautiful 
presentation, a great finish and an 
overdose ot hi.slory, he says. Hotel 
bcxiks—vontable recipe banks—on 
the other hand are 95 per cent r«'ipe 
and five per cent jargon. Critical 
about glossy coffer' table books he 


Cookery wnter, Rohini Singh (in&et) 

notes that ivhile tliese *x)oki. actually 
go into the streets ol India they 
.seldom h.is much ti> dii with 

CCXiklllg 

The ix'jK'rtoiie tnini the chefs is 
the bottomle.ss pit trxim which many 
more delicacies will continue to 
touch down at your kitchen counter 
Currently Choudhury' is planimig 
anothei glossy Royal Rfi ipr book 
which w'ill encompass all the di.shes 
that the ITIX’ chefs have cunjiia-d 
up for royal banquets tor slate guests 
and olht'i top international 
dignitaries Also slated tui n-leasi' is 
Rohini Singh's The rivlpio^^f Ca'k 
lithik for Rt'ymiirrf:, lUiohcloi^ unil I host’ 
WIto Hate Cihikiny Hut why anyone 
who hatiw cooking would invest in a 
cook biHik, however, remaiics a 
abiding mystery. ■ 







First person 


PRATHIBHA PRAHLAD, a Bharatnah/am and Kuchipudi exponent, is counted 

among the top 10 dancers in the country. She made a dehut as an actress in a dance tele-serial Sruti 

and is now tne managing trustee ofPrasiddha Foundation, organising dance and music festivals. 

Recently she caused a flutter in the dancing community when she accused her Gurus of seeking sexual 

favours. 

W hat is your idea of perfect I What do yo« dislike What Is your 

happiness? I most in otheis? favourite loucney? 

To love and to be loved Hypocrisy and Art. 

What Siftypur greatest fear? double standards. ‘ What is your 

I might tniss a step wliilo What do you dislike ' f^voiirite dream? 

performing or the musicians may most in yourself? At present, to have the 

go wrong. My short temper, best performing arts 

Who or what has been the What is your most _ ^ complex in Bangalore- 

greatest influence in your life? 

Dance. 






' My 


What do you dislike i-o" 
most in otheis? 

Hypocrisy and 

double standards. ;ViCK|iS| 

What do you dislike ; 
most in yourself? 

My snort temper, / 

What is your most ^ . S 

precious possession? 

Dance. 

What objects do you 
always carry? 

My sn\ile and wits. 

What makes you most depressed? 

Bad performance and bad 
reviews. 

What do you dislike most on your 
appearance? 

My broad backside. 

What is your favourite word? 
Love. 






What is your 
nightmaie? 

1 mi^t meet with an 
aeddient and lose a 
leg. 

What or who is the greatest love 
of your life? 

Dance. 

What is your source of 
sustenance? 

My friends, family and fans. 

On what occasions do you lie? 

Only to foumalists. 

What is your greatest regret? 

Not having marritd... wwry, 
carmot name him. 

What has been your happiest 
moment? 

When I nKTontly got the railway 
minister to increase the travel 
conce-ssion for artistes from 50 per 








Ayurveda the science of life, has stood the test of time 
for well over 2,000 years Ayurveda is a legacy from 
India's glorious past v^en the Rishis had mastered 
the secrets of nature for the benefit of mankind 
Vicco Vairadanti Paste is the original Ayurvedm 
paste. Vicco cares for your mouth — 
effective, active, totally natural Vtcco is for healthy 
gums & firm teeth. Every tube of Vicco contains 20 
pure herbal extracts long established by Ayurvedic 
herbal traditions to be good for teeth, mouth & 
gums Ayurvedic practice, centuries old, 
actively involves, those elements in nature most beneficial 
to the individuals Vicco Paste is made from herbs, 
barks, roots & flowers . no artificial ingredients, no harsh 
abrasives or fluorides. Just the-best ingredients 
for disorders of gums & teeth Vicco's concentrated 
formula lasts longer and tastes great 
Vtcco IS worldwide favourite for decades 
Vicco IS vegan No Animal ingredients 

Vicco Products: Naturai-Naturaliy better. 

> I 

I. A B O R A T O R I E S 
Oadar Bombay-400014. India. 






PERFECT 

CONFERENCE VENUES 

I^OWN SOUTH. 

ASHOK ELITF; HOTELS AT MYSORE, BANC'-AH^RE & KC AvVlAM. 


The Ash( iL <.itiuip otters 
st.ite'<.)Hhe jit Inisir.ess 
jnJ e(in<erencc facilities jt 
ttiree piiTuresi.jue 
loc.itioii.s down south, 
rile E'llitlij Mahal Palace 
Hotel in Mysore, Hotel 
A^hok in Banfj.ilore; and 
the txotic Koval a in A.shok 
Beath Resort. 

Your lonterence 
privile^^es Lonsi.-i ot 
(.onsention lulls tor upto 
500 or srnallct tonterence 





rooin.s for 50 


j an»l 1 50. 


Siniultaneous 
traii.slation 
t.u ilities, travel 



arrangements, airport 
taciliry, plus all rhe orhet 
recjuiremenr.s of nicKlern 
day o infcrencini;. 

C.\>nihinc hu.siness with 
pleasure, tiet your family 
alonj;. Ansi you coukl enji'v 
the (ollowinK facilities : 

• biuht.seemt; and shoyspint; 
tours • Hi'tceh health 
cluhs • F.u ility for aquatic 
sports. Ayurvedic massages 
'•le. nr Kovalam 


• A seleition of well- 
appointed deluxe rooms 
,ind suites • A choui ot 
Region.il, Indian and 
l.'i >n tinent.il 


I cuisine 


.iJiMiiiag’e ni 

the Asliiik 

/nientne / 


ot/ej In >111 / sf Af'til ro 
fO(/i Sepf ’^Vi 



.__.Ashok_.. 

EUTE 

HO TELS 

SI :MMi:Ki 'ONfHRLNi lN(. 
IS St 'i:H Kl 'N 


1*1 >r delnils ,inil rrservalKin eonrart the hotEls dirrcliy - f i >rel A\h<>L. Riiiea/nn', Irl . / .n '^1 -/t(t.’.’5i'(? f t. 

IMh, M.,h.,ir.iU. /(..(*•/, Ml Tel .’/o'fi'.fn ‘tf iW/ i t W, A...v.f/,i/ii As/i../,/). i./i RisM.rt, Id lUtVOI. 
/.IV si; 4, / .J.S’/s.'.'i IK Ashok Instant Rcscrvatiiin Service : / lf//ii, Te/. I \ti: //<’■/./KSd, ikiITIJ, 

I.i\ '// // tHWf'T /feni/.iv, fe/ J0?t>4Hl,FM 202Uij;2. l.alcuttA, Id JW>)Cl,hjx 242(^22, 

M.>Jr.>x.Id .sci,’.'/4. fn '^-44 H27:iH«. Il.iii^'.iU>rc. Id ■ 22t>'}4o2. 22‘i0202. lax s>/.SH 













The Telegraph 
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■POSTMORTEM 


In Search of 
Power 

V Anuu* Sin^ is a fine 
instance of v^t detenni- 
nsHon and dedication can 
achieve (Tower Centre'. 
April 21). From Calcutta 
to Delhi was a long and 
intriming journey for this 
I ex-MVenan. But as they 
say if there is a will theie 
I is a w^. Singh also 

proved that Mrith the lighi 

contacts he could become 
a name to reckon witib in 
the capital's power draiit. 
Santoah Ckowdkuiy, 
Calcutta 
I 

^ Thank you for the 
wonderful cover sto^ 
profiling the 'irresistiDle 
rise' of Calcutta's Amar 
Singh. It is incredible how 
this lesser-known politi¬ 
cian developed sum pow¬ 
erful contacts in the politi¬ 
cal circles of Delhi within 
such a short span of time. 
{ TILAnand, 
i Saraneabad, 24-Parganas 


Ml 1 was overwhelmed 
reading the cover stoiy on 
Amar Singh- From 
Chitlaranjw Avenue to 
Delhi ana his association 
with big names like 
Amitabn Bachdian, 
Mulayam ^n^ Yadav, 
Chaika Shelrat; Subnita 



Michael Jackaon: Naw kmk faca with plastk: surgery 


Mukherjee, read like a 
fairy tale. His ambition 
paid him rich dividends. 
Vet he is so humble and 
never forgets his-modest 
beginrung. 

As a Calcutta boy who 
loves his old dty, I request 
him to do something tor 
the street children of 
Calcutta. He has the 
resources and the neces¬ 
sary contacts. The desti¬ 
tute dhildren need ahome 
and a better life. 

P.C. Da^upta, 

Catcuiia 

■ Tire Magazine is eulo¬ 
gizing a nw who is a 
rank opportunist aird a 
middleman bereft of any 


ideological conviction. Do 
you want the youiw gen- 
erMion to emulate mm? 
Tire Jains (of hawala 
fame) also had incredible 
contacts widr people who 
mattered. 

M.S. Qnratahyk 
Calcutta 

■ Who is Amar Singh 
and what has he done for 
Calcutta? The story says 
he has not forgotten his 
roots; in foat case, what 
has been his contribution 
to the dty? 

On the contrary, as a 
Calcutta boy Miuiun 
Chakraborly has done 
mudr for hu old dty. He 
is always there to help 


an)rone who is in trouble. 
He has partidpated in 
unqrteen Calcutta-based 
social works takii^ time 
off fitHn his shootings and 
business. He is actively 
involved in works for tha¬ 
lassemia patients. Don't 
you think he deserves to 
lie featured chi the cover? 
Stmff Batutjee, 

Qdcutta 


Wonder 

Surgery 

■ The article, 'On the 
Cutting Edge' ( May 5) 
was very interesting. 
Plastic surgery can really 
work wonders and doc¬ 
tors can achieve miracu¬ 
lous .results: a flat nose 
can ^ a pert look, sag¬ 
ging face muscles can 
receive a lift, excess fat 
can be scooped away. 

It is unbelievifole how 
Michael Jackson has trans¬ 
formed himself from his 
original lcx>ks. The altered 
nose, lips, colour have 
given him a totally difler- 
entfook. 

Thanks to modem 
surgery we need no 
longer peer into the mir¬ 
ror and feel depressed at 
our bad features making 
uslcxdcugly. A good sur¬ 
geon can take care of that, 
raafcj Roy, 

Dakshin Dtrujpur (W.B.) 
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AN EXCI..USrVE on hair care and st^Tmg. Also, 
a visit to some of the best beauty parlours for 
tips from beauhdans. 
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PROFILING KAMALAHASAN, the actor- 
prcxlucer. 

Her crowning glory 







LET YOUR HAIR 
DOWN... 

< )/-/>/(/ If N/>. cut If i( ith'V\\<^‘ 

I a]'>l) < !<> the ^X’sf //di}-sf\'Ii>m 



Silhouette. Calcutta; Running (ull most of the time 

WL- \'b‘ ALL LfLARP IKL C LIC'HL IH \L HAIR lb A 
woman’s crciwtiing ,R,lor\'. W't, rare is the wttntan 
who is satished with her own hair. It she has 
straiglit hair, she wsmts it curl\; it it's tizzy, she'd 
rather it was dead straight; it it s black, she vs ants it 

red; and it it's dark bro\Mt, site broods to why it 

« 

isn't jot black. 

We don't knot'.' it the e:ra;^s is always yreenei' on 
the other side, but there is nci dispii ting the tact that 
the hair on wair lu'iglibonr's head al\s'a\s looks 
mcire attrai,'fi\ e ,\nd that no matter how hard '■ on 
tVv. c’oots ni,'\'(.T st'(.'nis to attain that U'\'el ot 
perfection. 

.•\nd there s no den\’mg that Indian women are 
ItA'ing i ncreasingi N liar'd».'r tci get theii' coittenr )u>t 



right. Even ten 

years ago, it was hard to find an Indian 
middleHJass woman who visited the 
hair-dresser regularly. Most of them 
were content to tie their hair in a plait 
or put it up m a'bun. And when they 
were feeling particularly self- 
indulgent, or there was an important 
family function to attend, they would 
visit the neighbourhood beauty par¬ 
lour and come back with an elalwrate 
hair-do 

Most of them also steered clear of 
shorn hea%, preferring to grow their 
locks no matter how abysnn^ the quali¬ 
ty of their hair. Sometimes it was 
l^ause the in-laws would disap¬ 
prove, sometimes they themselves 


were uncomfortable with the idea of 
short hair. But whatever the reason, 
short hair was restricted to school and 
college kids; once you married and set¬ 
tled down, hen long hair was a sign of 
tespectability 

No longer. Today, Indian women 
are becoming more and more consci¬ 
ous of the ne^ to Icxik after their hair, 
and are getting more adventurous as 
well. Beauty parlours report that an 
increasing number of women arrive at 
their doors, asking for sliort, smart 
hair-cuts, or even just a blow-dry so 
hat they can look good for an evening 
out. And several professional women 
think nothing of visiting he hair¬ 
dresser twice a week to ensure hat 


Qina: Sharing a personal relationship with her clients 





h^ always looks impeccably 

Our mothers may have dyed heir 
hair in he privacy of heir own 
bahrooms, but women hese days 
drop a couple of hundred bucks to get 
his done professiorudly. And more 
often than not, hey insist on foreign* 
hair rinses and dyes, which result in 
more natural colours than heir Indian 
counterparts. 

-One reason for this, of course, is hat 
more women are tcxlay earning heir 
own money, and hus feel less guilty 
about treating hemsdves to an oil 
massa«, followed by a cut and blow 
dry at he most expensive salon in 
town. 

And hen, there is the fact hat the 
Trophy Wifo has appeared on Indian 
shores. Married to a rich busii\essman 
or successful executive, all hat she is 
expected to do is look good at all those 
interminable, boring parties she has to 
attend wih her husband. So, she feels 
completely justified in spending a 
couple of hours in he beauty parlour 
eve^ day, primping and preening her¬ 
self to maintain hat salon-perfect look. 

But where should he hair-care neo¬ 
phyte go, -when she wants to look well - 
grcxrmed? For her benefit. The 
Telegraph has compiled a list of hair¬ 
dressers and salons in he three major 
metros, where she could have anytn- 
ing from a hair extension to a simple 
perm. 

CALCUTTA 

Silhouette 

Situated at he Oberoi Grand, this is 
Calcutta's premier salon. And the pri¬ 
ces here are in keeping wih the five- 
star ambience. So, be prepared to 
spend around Rs 100 for a sham¬ 
poo/blow dry. And if you think hat's 
a little .steep, remember that at he 
Delhi Silhouette you would have to 
spend more than double he amount 
for he same service. 

The manager of he Calcutta Sil¬ 
houette, Ritika Singh, concedes hat 
he salon could seem expensive to fir¬ 
st-time customers. But men, she adds, 
he use of imported shampoos, 
bleaches, and perming solution tends 
to puh im the price aiiyway. Says Mrs 
Singh. "Tnere are enough people who 
are willing to pay for he services ren¬ 
dered, provided hey meet heir expec¬ 
tations. And contrary to {>opular opi¬ 
nion, we are full most of he time." 

At Silhouette, you could get yotir 
hair washed eithm wih Pantene or 
wih Biofique products. And a new 




customers' faces. In fact, such is their 


Polly, the manager of Tat Beauty Salon, CakHitta, attends to customers 


Swedish shampoo, called (Aflame, is 
also proving to be quite popular here. 


There are two hairdressers in resid¬ 
ence at Silhouette; Jenny and Linda. 


But if clients wish to bring in their own Both of them have been at work with 


shampoos either foreign or Indian, 
they are quite welcome to do so. 


the scissors and comb for years, and 
are adept at styling hair to suit their 


to them, rather than to the foreign hair¬ 
stylist that the Oberoi imports every 
winter; Martin Kneller. 

While opinion is divided on 
Martin's slulls as a hairstylist—some 
clients feel that the Chinese girls better 
understand the demands of an Indian 
lifmtyle—there is no doubting Knel- 




lighting hair. He brings his own pro¬ 
ducts—Wella and L'Oreal—with 
him, and can offer you several colour¬ 
ing and highlighting options. 

But with Martin, you can't j^twalk 
into the salon and come out with a 
head of brilliantly-coloured hair. He 
will first insist on taking a small cutt¬ 
ing horn your hair, which he will test 
overnight with the product he intends 
to use. Only once he is satisfied with 
the results, will he proceed to work on 
yoiu: hair. 

I On the whole, Kneller recommends 
short and simple styles that are easy to 
maintain in the humidity and pollu¬ 
tion of Calcutta. "Lacquered and 
j moussed hair here begins to look limp 
1 after a day or two," he says. 
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Silhouette, Delhf: One of the oldest salons in the capital 


The Taj Beauty Salon 

Situated at Taj Bengathis salon haf 
a hairstylist. PoUy, presiding as the 
manager. She als^i doubles as the most 
popular hairdresser in residence, with 
most clients insisting on having their 
hair cut by her. 

Polly, who is an intemational diplo¬ 
ma holder in beauty care and treat¬ 
ment from a Canadian university, 
mamtains that her clients have shed 


their conservatism over the years and 
have begun experiments wi£h novel 
idea.s m styling their hair. "With the 
iimumerablc mannels on television 
these days, the enormous increase in 
fashion and film magazines, and wom¬ 
en travelling all over the globe, their 
consciousness is bound to increase," 
she says. 

But Polly IS not too happy with the 
quality of ^lampoos available m the 
Indian market; can't, she says. 


cope with the climate and pollution of 
C^cutta. According to her, shampoo- 
cum-condiboners are a strict no-no, .so 
she recommtmds the use of gel sham¬ 
poos to all her clients. And, says Polly, 
there's no such thing as washmg your 
hair too often Instead, shampooing 
your hair every alternate day will 
kewp it botih healthy and clean. 

Tne Taj beauty ssdon manufactures 
its own shampoos, so that more specia¬ 
lised care can be taken of all kinds of 
hair. But most of their clients piefi!r to 
use imported shamixxis, Wella being 
the most in demana. 

Polly's advice to all her clients is not 
to foUow fashion blindly, but to cut 
their hair keeping in mind the shape of 
fheir face, their height and their 
lifestyle. And she doesn't abide by the 
current trend of importing foreigners 
in to cut hair. "Foreigners," she says, 
"will not be aware of the current 
trends and fashion here, so it is of no 
practical use." 

Sudha's Beauty Paiiour 

Even though this is situated in 
Hotel Hindustan International, die 
ambience at this salon is far from five- 
star.lheparlourissinaltevensli^t- 
ty cramped widi three diairs, two 
beds and asc^. 


The beauty paiiour at the Tcy, Oettil; Trying out new hair styles 
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Run by Sudha Bibra, a qualified 
beauty consultant and therapist, for 
the past 20 years, the salon is popular 
with everyone from soaety ladies to 
college students. And Bibra herst'lf is 
eminently placed to comment on the 
changes in the Itidian beauty scene 
"In the past few years," she says, 
"there has come about a complete 
metamorphosis in the women of this 
city. No longer are they satisfied with 
the sedate IcmiK and the stereotypical 
image. They want to try out the lahcst 
styles and go wild " 

Bibra, however, doesn’t agree with 
the conventional wisdom that short 
hair IS easy to maintain. On the contra¬ 
ry. she .says, it retjuires regular trimm¬ 
ing and miessant brushing to ket'p it 
in place [..ong hair, on the other hand, 
iMn be lied in either a plait, or a top- 
knvit, making for a 'cooler' look 

Sudha dwsn't think that there is 
much to choosi* between the various 
hair products in the market And as a 
beauty thei'iipist who treats such hair 
problems as dandruff, split ends, pre- 
nialure greying and hait lo.ss, Bibra 
nitikes her own rcmn'dies They range 
Irviin liaii p.u'ks and londitioners to 
doyens (>; spei lal oils 1 ler cupboard i.s 
lull of such lit-rb.il products as neem, 
ii'cihi. hnilnui. attdn and even flowers 
like w/iiiAicsiiii;. 

Despite btMiig a trained hairstylist, 
Hibra doesn't cut lian hetself. Instead, 
'.he deade,-. on tlie cut a particular cli¬ 
ent should have, and restncLs herself 
fi' placing the doctor to diseastsd hair 
Most ot the clients sivear by her hair 
packs and conditumers, tfie contents 
1 ■ A'hich remain a closelv-guarded 
st'cret 

Gitia 

She f’rs'. jegan cutting hair at the 
age ot 13, when she worked at Eve's 
beauty parlour in Calcutta Aftei that, 
Gina graduated to working with A.N 
|ohti, before going on to work at Sil¬ 
houette But a 'misunderstanding' 
with the management led to her walk¬ 
ing out and setting up .i salon in her 
house 

Of course, all her i iienis billowed 
her ns well, and Gina was m busine.ss. 

I uilay, .slie ruin her salon with the 
help ot her two neices and one otlier 
teinale employee, and is always iniin- 
daled with aistomers, with most of 
whom she has a personal relationship. 
"1 liave always had a friendly relation- 
.ship with ail my clients," she says pro¬ 
udly "They even .supply me with 
cosmetics and .shampoos when they 
travel ibroa J." 

But Gina doesn't agree with the 



Habib advising a customer 


view that women have .started taking 
a greater interi*st in their haii ihe'se 
days "In the old days," .she .says wist¬ 
fully, "women were so fastidious 
They used to go to balls and the race., 
and they would come to me to make 
them look more beautitul But young¬ 
sters today are so tmsy that they iusl 
want a short hair cut, or a pei n; wliuK 
w .so much in fasliioii those davs ' 

Toppers 

Though tins salon lacks the tivi-star j 
touch, it is very popular with college i 
students and housewii es on a tight j 
budget, and has a fairly large client 
base. Angela Chu, the leading hairstyl¬ 
ist here, however finds the work a lit¬ 
tle boring Chu, who began her career 
m Bombay, finds her customers m Cal 
cutta a little lacking in the proper spirit 
of adventure. They are unwilling to 
experiment with novel .styles, preferr¬ 


ing the; more conserv'ative cuts. 

But while wild and whacky styles 
are out, pt*rimng seems the order of 
the day at Toppers, with most custo¬ 
mers preferring the frizzy look. 

As for hair products, only Indian 
ones are on offer at Toppers And 
• bat's how It should be, insists Angela, 
because "Indian shampoos are as 
good a.« foreign ones, and .soinetinu*s 
even better " 

DELHI 

Silhouette 

Regul.iisswe.n by this .salon, situat¬ 
ed at theOberoi in Delhi Silhouette, 
w hich is one oi the oldest saliins in 
exi.stence in Delhi today, is placed at 
the top end of the market, but it's pric¬ 
ing polio' i.s competitive compared to 
some of tile more recent entrants in the 
field 

And even though some women 


Avrass Pasnena 



HAIR CARE 

Tips to ensnw the good health of your crowning glory 



beaded look 


♦ Always ensure that your hair is 
dean. All those stories about the 
damaeatoo much washing can do 
to the h^riiire just that: stories. 
Your hair will come to no harm if 
you wash it every alternate day> or 
even every morning as long as jrou 
I use a good quality diampoo, and 
oil your hair regularly. 
w-Nevcr use a 

shampotvcum-ainditioner. A 
shampoo and conditioner perfonn 
entirety different functions and can 
never be combined in the same 
product. So, beware of any product 
that says that it can do tlw work of 
both at the same time. Even if you 
end up spending a little extra, 
always buy a separate shampoo 
and conditioner. 

^Go easy on the henna, It is a 
popular misconception that henna 
is a good conditioner. On the 
contrary, it can have quite a drying 
effect on the hair, and should m 
used only rarely aita in»C(m|unctioii 
widi something oily like yogurt 
There are some hairdressers who 


would advise you to give upon 
heima completely. Awordtng to 
them, henna forms ecoatii% . 
around your hair and preventsit 
from 'breathing'. And (he lack of 


teesh air can damage hair all too 
easily. 

wTrim your hair at least once 
every six weeks. This will ensure 
drat you maintain the style that you 


may baulk at paying their prices, the 
salon does provide value for money. 
Silhouette, for instance, is probably 
the only beauty parlour in the city that 
uses sterili.sed combs and brushes 

Says Mrs Prem Mehra, the proprie¬ 
tor of tire Silhouette chain of beauty 
salons, "In the current scenario where 
the AIDS scare rules the roost, we 
can't be too careful. Besides our clients 
feel more secure m the knowledge that 
our equipment is safe." 

Silhouette also offers a membership 
option to all Its clients, who can then 
avail of a 10 per amt discount at all Sil¬ 
houette salons (in Bombay, Delhi and 
Calcutta) And since the bills here can 
amount to quite a tidy sum, even this 
measly 1U per cent seems worth it. 

Club Olympus 

Dubbed as the most expensive salon 
in the city. Club Olympus is situated at 
the Hyatt Regency Hotel But despite 
the steep priois, the salon i.s always 
crowded with clients asking for anyth¬ 
ing from a simple hair-cut to a com¬ 
plete makeover. So, you'd be best advi- 


you go. or prepare to be disappointed 
Because a ma|or proportion of the 
clientele is foreign— some of whom 
are hotel guests—the salon uses a 
number of toreign products And as 

A new style from Habib's 



lar as hair care is concerned, the most 
popular brand name is VVella, while 
those who swear by herbal products 
stick to Shahna/, Husain The proc'edu- 
re that must women sex'm to opt for is 
streaking tind highlighting hair even 
though it can set them back by Rs 1,100 
I — and that doesn't include the 10 per 
cent tax that IS added on to the bill. 

But even if you just want to get your 
hair styled. Club Olympus is not a bad 
bet. The hairdressers are competent, 
and sufficiently clued in to give y^m a 
cut that is both trendy and suits j'our 
face, figure and hfstyle. 

Profile 

T his salon has a very soothing inter¬ 
ior, done up as it is in .soft pastel 
colours. The aquamanne blue, green 
and grey greet the client who enters, 
looking for a new kxjk for herself. But 
even though every treatment under 
die sun Ls on offer bore, what Profile, 
situated at New Delhi's Hilton, is most 
popular for is the wide variety of perms 
that it offers If you want the l^zy 

Inntr fKpn vnu rsin KaltarnaM^ 




have gone in for, and also take care 
of ^Kt ends. 

••■dive yourself an oil massage 
once a week and steam your hair 
thereafter to ensure that the oil 
goes down to the rt*ots. Tlien, 
shampoo it dean, but never ever 
brush your hair wh^n it is wet; that 
will only increase breakages. Use a 
wide-loothed comb to detangle it, 
and let it dry before’ you use a brush. 

Avoid blow drying your hair too 
often a.s it can have a drying effect 
on your hair, and even weaken it at 
the roots. 11 your cut requires a 
blow diy occasionally then half dry 
ytmr hair before beginning to style 
It as this will redua* the heat that 
your hair has to endure. 
wCh.mge the hair products— 
both shamptn-is and 
aimlilioners—that you use every 
couple of months or .so. Hair tends 
to develop a resi.stance to products 
if you use them too often, and their 
r'ttic jcy fadc.saftera while Also, it 
is necessary to change yt'ur 
shampoit ona' in a while if you 
want to avoid build-up, that i.s, the 
depositing of various ingredients 
(ot the .shampoo) on your hair over 
a period of time. 

♦ If you use herbal products, check 
them to make suie that no 


Olliers ieh«i don't want such a dras- J 
I, ■ change in ihcir appearance can con-s 
tent themselves witn just putting high-^, 
lights in their hair, as there are a good 
range ol tones available here ^ 

Among the celebrity clients who ' 
frequents the salon is the film actress 
Madhuri Pixit, on her trips to Delhi. 

La Bella 

The Moi idien's beauty parlour is 
exceedingly popuhir with all Delhi lad¬ 
ies who spend a lot of time, attention 
and money on thoir hair. Located on 
the fourth floor of the hotel. La Bella is 
the only .salon that can boast of natural 
light, and sprawls over one entire floor. 

This salon, which is very popular 
with the age groups between 18-35, 
specialises in herbal oil treatments. 
There is also a .special section which 
deals with such problem.s as dry hair 
and dandruff. But if you are satisfied 
with the quality of your hair and just 
want a good cut. then the best interna¬ 
tional styles are on offer here as well. 

Rolf Lucke, a specialist from Wella 


IIIIIIII i»L 



styling comb 


chemicals have been added to 
them And remember what you 
put on hair i.siTt half as important 
as what you pul inside your body. 
So, eat lots of green leafy 
vegetables and fruits, and drink 
lots of water if you want your hair 
to be your crowning glory. 


ry was completely full toi the eight 
days that he worked at the salon, .is 
Delhi ladies poured mli> the siilon lo 
avail theniselve.s of his servicos 

Bindiya 

This IS po.ssibly the onfv beauts p.ir 
lour in the city whu'h gives sou such a 
gootl view, in this case, tlie sss imniing 
pool of the Maurya Sheraton, '^^’herc it 
is situated The .salon, vs'hich sports a 
completely new look these days, 
offers both state-iit-the-art eiiiiipnu'nt 
and .such imported prodiu'ts ,is V\’i,-ll.i 
Bindiva also offers h.ur tre.itm* nl 
with the help of Clima/,on, a m.ulime 
1 where the heat is regulated throng!i a 
j computerised system Andaciotding 
1 to the salon, onie internal caus^^•; !oi 
hair loss have been controlled, the 
treatment lor falling h.iii - - carruxl 
out over h\e sessions- • is gaunintei''! 
tocompietelj, couliol fiatrloss 

According ti.' sever.il do. loi s i .ui' of 
i I .uises Ilf spiiiidylitis in women, is tin- 
use of mcorrei't basins used tor wash- 
mg hair in salons. At Bindiya, 
however, you would use o livsbaulu 
wash basin, which any orthopai'dii 
.surgeon would approvei>r A narrows 
indentation in the basin .suppoil- the 
neck and prevents any incorrect 
strefcliing ol the neck muscles 

The Taj Mahal Hotel 

The beauty parlour at this hotel was 
closed tor several months lor renova¬ 
tion, hut has now ro-opened with a 






Yasmeen at Touch of Joy 


wnipletely new look Now, maddi- vegetables And then, there are the 
tion to the usual hair-cuts and cut- usual options of perming, crimplmg, 
and-blovi ilrv regimen, it also offers streaking, tinting, natural haii strea- 
scalp consultancy, which can help you king, hair art and hair entension.s Sha 
deal with such irritants as overall hair hna/. I lusain also offers turban thera- 
loss, loss of hair in patches, greying pv, that has caught on of late 
and spill ends Among the products Natural hair streaking is among the 

used are Wella, Pantene, Rev Ion and rnore popular procedures because no 
Astrol hail conditioner chemicals are retjiiir»*J for this treat- 

The specialists at the salon go to the tnenl, and the hair can be highlighteil 
root ot problem, asking you questions streaks of colour And if you 

about \ our lifestyle, diet etc. And they ^^ant to increase the length of your 
al.so ki-ep a proper record of e\ ery hair, you can opt tor hair evlensions, 

client, and wluit kind of treatment she going trom shoulder-length to waist 
has undtTgone, so th.it vou can always length in the space of an hour 
go bai’k even a couple of vears later Regulars at the .salon include \'v|-in- 

lontident in tlio knowledge that your tlnmala Bali, the Maharani ol laipur, 
history will be on the files Padmini 1 Vvi, and telev i aon news- 

,\t theTa), you can also g" iii lor tern- reader, Salma Sultan And a growing 
poraryor party streaking-a semi- numberof anitiass.utors vvivesare 

permanent colour that comes otf alter beginning to patronise' Sliahna/ 
the tirst'wa.sh The salon al.so speciali- HiVsain 
.ses in li.nr extensions, and is the first to 


Hairstylists 

Habib Ahmed wa.s the man who 
v\'as responsible for revolutionising 
the concept ol hair care and styling in 
this country w-ay back in the 70s 1 bs 
father, Nazir Ahmed, was the perso¬ 
nal hairstylist to Lord Mountbntten, 
the la.sl Viceroy ot India, and Pandit 
fawah.arlal Nehru Habib him.selfpick¬ 
ed up the nuances of hair styling from 
the Vidal Sassoon Institute and the 
Morris School ot Haii Dre-ssing. 

Today, ho is armc-d with as many as 17 
international diplomas and is also the 
ie>. ipieiit of the India International 
f aild Award l^.S 

These days, Habib's three .son.s, 
jawed, Parvez and Am)a l, work at his 
salon at the ITDt'-run l.odhi Hotel or 
at Habib's Salon and Hair Academy in 
South hxtonsion f labib's is not 
known (or any kind i'( hair tieatmenl, 
but many peo-ple tiequenl it because 
ot its leputation Says jawed. "We aie 
knoven as stylists and pi'opic come to 
IIS expecting to be told hat will look 
good on them T^eople lru';1 us 
explicitly '' 

In Last of Kailash, d south Lk-lht t oIk- 
nv, IS a eosy eoin».T occupied by inave- 
ruT liair stylist. S\ Ivie The ,imbienci' 
IS uuiie triendlv and honie-like than 
five-star, .ind the hairdn'sser has a 
ea.sy, fiiendly lelalionship with bi.s 
clients, even sending them ».ards and 
flowers cm their birthday-. Nolevei vo- 
ne prote.ssc's lliem.selves .s,ili.stied by 

ihe feather ruts and peims tlial Sylvie 
excc'lls in, but lie has his laitlitul list ot 
clients 

Among the other hair stylists who 
arc' much in demand in the city are 
N.uicy, whe- runs The Salon at the I’ark 
Hotel And in the less expensix e 


ofli'r hair weaving, which providc's 
one with an alternative to wearing a 
wig for an Atro style, you would bi‘ 
advised to go in tor bead weaving 
Poonam, who manages the' salon, 
al.so gives her clic'iits recipes and 
I'licourages them to treat themselves 
at home r.ithei than go through ses¬ 
sions and Sittings at the salon, even 
though that would make the parlour 
less moivv But. as sheexplain.s, "We 
believe in building an image tor our- 
seh es, not |ust levenues 

Shahnaz Husain 
Shahna/ .salons speciali.se in hair 
< are with herbal packs that include flo¬ 
ral extracts and henna Scalp treat¬ 
ments an' also available for dandruff 
and alopecia Also popular are liair 
packs, cornpri.sini: a hair conditioner 








bracket are Andre in the Defence CoUi- 
ny Market, and liarbara, whith is run 
by a ladv ot the same name 

BOMBAY 

Silhouette 

This IS the Bombay brancii ot the 
chain, and is as popular as its counter¬ 
parts in Calcutta and LX’lhi It is not 
quite as posh as the Delhi branch, 
tnough .belter equipped than its Cal- 
aitta equivalent, but its clients swear 
by It. In tact, it would be no exaggeia- 
tion to say th.it everybody who is any¬ 
body m Bonibav sees to Silhouette tor 
dll kinitsof beauty (reatment- rijiht 
from oil massages to facials 

But It's hair which is the salon's spe¬ 
cial strength, and most clients swear 
hv the stylists who work here, preterr- 
iii)?, to use their si tv ices r.nlher than 
those ot such visiting hairdressers as 
Marlin 



Men too nan have more than a haircut 


Touch Of Joy 

Situated behind iheTaj Mahal 
I Kilel, this has its own list of legul.trs, 
most lit v.-huni swear by the skills ot 
't'asmeeii, the h.iirdresser in residence 
Y.isnieen has het own ideas about hair 
I ,ire and the pi'i lett style, though she 
often hiis lo give in to the 'visbi s iif hei 
clients v'ho \\ alk in and say that the\ 
w.julil lil'i til li .1 ik I’va. IIv i.lvi 
I'l liii.i t-.Til'-ter -’t I'iii I'olil .iii.i I'ji’ 
iii'.iiilifi'! {'< li'se 1 'iinpK- Kap.'idl.i 

According to ^ asineen, the style of 
the day is a shag lut whun is iut long 
behind anil short in trnnf But she 
would advise everyone who h.is pro- 
hlem hair lo go in tm a shoil hair sut 
"But," she says, "it simietme has love 
Iv, thiik hair that does not iKStd tiio 
-.luch maintenance, they would do 


well to wear it long " Tliat, according 
to Yasmivn. is really a matter of indivi¬ 
dual prcterence than a question of fol - 
low ing the trend. 

At Touch ot loy, foreign products 
are much in evulence, because Yasme- 
en IS not confident of the quality of 
Indian sh.iinpoo.s and the like She 
.iNo I'lnd.s the Cl incept of a sharnpoo- 
cum-eoiiditioner completely ridicu¬ 
lous, tlioiigh most pi'ople m India 
lend to u.se it. 

Nalini and Yasinin 

Situated in the Bombay suburb of 
Haiidia, this is very popular with film 
rind televisiDii actre.s.ses .ind fashion 
models. Says Nahni, one ot the tw-o 
w'oinen who runs it, "When we start¬ 
ed out in 1*172, it w'as so difficult to get 


people to actually take an inlei-est in 
their hair Mi>st simply asked tor a 
standard cut It look us agi’s to convin¬ 
ce them that there were other stvle^, 
that would also knik wonderful on 
them. We would also have lo tell .i 
woman with curly hair that she could 
not, tor instance, carrv off .i hair cut 
like the kind that Madliun Itixit 
sports " 

In fact, Nalini w.is e\ en mtiTCiew'ed 
by Channel Four lor a sen.il on Indian 
women because of the short h.Tirci.il 
that she gave Navnwt Mishan who 
plays the lead role in the lele-scTial, 
Tiini Says Nalim today, 'When M.iv- 
Jieel came to me, she had long hair in 
three different colours t convinced 
her to cut it short and see how popular 
it^as become. Amrita Singh loo had 
long hair and it is only now- that she 
has cut it, and .see how well it works 
for her F.ven Madhu Sapre and Mi'hr 
Josia sport short hair now and have 
beciime role models for Indian 
w'omen." 

Nalim doesn't like to use Indian pro¬ 
ducts on the v.'hole, but says that new 
brands like P.mteiie whicli ha\ e come 
on the market are good for the hair 
And she does her best to conyim e her 
clients that lli- ■ should list- sIianipiHi, 
not soap, on lJu ir haii 

Reports from Anusuva 
Mandal in Calcutta; Samita 
Bhatia in Delhi .ind Vtishali 
Honawar in Honibav 

Cover rhologr.iph; 
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Bead wearing at the Taj Mahal, Bombay 
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i>\\ ri'icnd vvjs l^u'k di ihi (iiur>!i In' 
sin'i-n till' killinv'n,; inviiiimj^ Mr 
tonk lln' litt ti' till' s<'> I'liJ llimi. .iiid 
n.lin'd .iiMund tlu'i'iiij'li dl"l!^'^ .i|' 

'hi dd'^'i'Vlmiiiv; .iiid iiiKill .kK 
dt'p.irliiu'iit Fxi'n wilh in'hii'lv 
•Uciind. Ill'I mild M'lisi 'hr iliiiii n .IS 
iiii'ttii.si'iillv run i’.u'i'i'^ ivi'r>' '.tr''\vn 
■ ill ini'i di-sks. fill's li.iil lii'i'ii Irl! 
i>ji>'ii .ii'.d SI ii'r.il !ii.’lits h.ul I 

i'li\imisK U'i'M tuinniij; .ill tliniiij'.h 
tin-ninlil ill hi".',,iii ti'ri'ili'-.i'|!. .1 
Inn-. Iiipi; Ills '.lilii’i mil'! Ii.iw hi'i'ii 
ilU.n’ Iti'lll till' ntlki 

I In.' (list i-iiiplii'.'i'r '.ti;'lli. il in .11 

li'ii p.ist null' 

"W'llli ,1'I' Vuli .iski'd loivilsi'ild 
.IS ills' iwilki'i .1 .111'l's ll'.i' roiini 

Ruth." shu s.iui ".knil ulm .in' 

\ mi 

' I III Ki'ilh low iisi'iii) 
till, vi"- Sii C .r.ih.mi's soil ' slu- 
s.'.iil tl.ilii', .iinl iv.ilkrd mi'i li’ lii'I i 

d.'sk ; 

"U'hii inns ihi. ili'[\ii liiK'iit I 

.".''I'd liu\ il.si'lld 

'Ml Hi'iris' shi'i-'[ilii'vl, 'ii'in)', 
slim II .ind l.ikiii;.4 .1 11 iiiip.ii ! mil ut 
lii'ih.ij; I 

''And ul.s'ii I..11I I i'\|'i'r! 1.1 sui' 
lull! ’' 

''i.)li. Ill- iisii.illv >;i'ls III .iniiiiiil 
nini'-thuti, li'ii " 

''niH". Ill-’" s.iid 'liin'iisi'iid ' ^nd 
vvhiih IS In.s nttiii'’" Ihr vmin;.' 
ivmiKin pmnti'il .iiuiss ll.i' fliioi In 
ll"' l.ii LOMU'r ol till' riin'll 

Ml lliiiris .ippp.iri'd m iiisnilm' 

.ll mill’ tnili .si'\i'ti, hy whii h tiiin’ 

1(1 viis.'iiil li.id hi'I'll lll•mll;il riiii'il vd 'i. 
Ill. Iili"i "W lull till.'hi ll il> \'mi think t 
vmi In dniriu'" wni'i.' thir.'is's tnst g' 

words I'.hi'ii hi’ found lovviisi'iid u’ 

sitt'll)^ |■)''hl'ld his di'sk, .studvitl}.’, ii '1 
shi'.il ol pcipnrs K 

"'.V.iitiiu; to! VOU,' S.lld n 

TiiWOsi'iid "1 .Imi't I'spi'i'l iiiv 
ildvi'ilisinn niiHi,i>;i.’! to hn slrolliiip, o 

in (usi hi’torn Ion o'l !o>:k ' p 

''Niihodv vvlin lAoiks .'■oi j 5 


iii’wsp.ipi’r st.irks vvi'rk much iiofiiri' 
ton fci’on till' tod bin- ktu'vvs thdt," 
sdul Ildrn.s 

"Whi’ii 1 wd.s tho lod lin\ oil ihi’ 
Dtii/i/ / .i/'ii'ss, I ord Hi'dvorhrook w.is 
Mtlm^; dt ills dosk by oi>;ht n rim k 

01 on' iiiiiiiiiti); " 

■ Hut 1 t.irnly p,ot .nvdv i'litoio sis 
111 till’ I'voniiii;,'' Hdrris prolostod 
"ikdoii'iit |iuirii.ilisf idioh t'.i’Is 
lionin botnii’ i'i>;ht, .ind thi' h.u 1. 
boiirh st.nt should t'onsidoi 
fhi’iiist'h'i’.s liisk) it tho\ rn .nodi 
iiiush holi.ri' iiiidnij;hl Sldrtiiij', 
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tomorrow, you and I will meet in my 
office every morning at eight thirty, 
and the rest of your staff will be at 
their desk by nine. If anyone can't 
manage that, they can start studying 
the Situations Vacant column on the 
back page of the paper Do I make 
myself clear?" 

flams pursed his lips and 
nodded 

"Giwid The first thing I want 
from you is a budget for the next 
three months, witn a clear 
breakdown of how our line prices 
compare with the Miwctijfi i 1 want 
it on my di'sk by the time I come in 
tomorniw" fie rose from Harris's 
chair 

"It may not be possible to have 
all those figures ready tor you by 
this time tomorrow," protest* d 
Harris. 

"In that case, you can sttirt 
studying the Situations Vacant 
column tis well," said Townsend 
"But not in my time" 

I le strode out, leaving Hams 
shaking, and took the lift up one 
flooi to the circulation deparlment, 
where he vvnsii'l surprised to 
encoiintei evaeilv tlie same //n.s.sc; 
filin' attitude An hour later he left 
thdl dop.irlmenl with more than one 
of them shaking, though he had lo 


admit that a young man from 
Brisbane called Viol Carter, who had 
recently been appointed as the 
department's di'puty manager, had 
impressed him. 

Frank Bailey was surprised to see 
"young Keith" back in the office .so 
soon, imd even more surprised when 
he returned lo his place on the 
window ledge for the morning 
conference Bailey was n'lieved that 
Townsend didn't offer any opinions, 
but couldn't help noticing that he 
was continuously taking notes 

By the time Townsend reached 
his own office, it was eleven o'clock 
He immediately set about going 
through hib mail with Miss Bunting 
She had laid it all out on his desk 
and IP separate tiles with different- 
coloured markers, the purposi' of 
which, she explained, was lo make 
sure that he dealt with the real 
priorities when he was running short 
of time. 

Two hours later, Town.send 
realised why his lather had held 
Buntv' in such high ri'gard, and was 
wondering not when he would 
mplace her but ius( how long she 
W'oiilil be willing to Slav on 

"I've left the most important 
inaltei until last," said Bunty. "The 
latest ottei tnim the Me; .sciiyi'i Sir 


Colin Grant called earlier this 
morning to welcome you home and 
to make sure that you had received 
his letter " 

"Did he?" said Townsend with a 
smile, as he flicked open the file 
marked 'Confidential' and skimmed 
through a letter from |crvi.s. Smith & 
Thomas, the lawyers who had 
represented the Mes-ienger for as long 
as he could remember, lie stopped 
when he came across the figure 
£ 150,000, and frowned He then 
read Ae minutes of the previous 
month's board meeting, which 
clearly showed the director's 
complacent attitude to the bid But 
that meeting had taken place before 
his mother had given him a ninety- 
day Slay of execution 

"Dear Sir," dictated Townsend, 
as Bunty flicked over the next page 
of her shorthand pad "I have 
received your letter of the twelfth 
insl New paragraph In order not to 
waste any more ot your lime, lot me 
make if clear that the C,azcttf is not 
for sale, and never will he '^'out^ 
faithfully 

Fownsend leaned b.ick in his 
chair and recalled the last time he 
had met the chairman of the 
Like many failed 

politician., Sir Colin was pompous 





<«id iipintDiijU’d. \mII’ 

tht.' ycunj^ ' riu’ sfivi-iiiKl-imt-hi .inl 
brigcuii’’. " ■i'’’' liiivv Ik’ ilt^irnhi’d 
chiKirin. it lowiisi-iul ri’inombi’H d 
ctinvitK' I tt‘ luuv Ion;,* it 

wouici b<’ bi’tviri’ In' Ihmhi 'i -'<i'> 
him iiv;;!!!! 

T iv{ii.lci\sl<iti'r, loiMisi’iid 

stud\ iM); Ihinis’s .ukoitiMiij,’ 
ivporl W'luin Hnnti jKipp^'d bet hi'.ut 
nnmJ ihi’ di'or u* Sii\ tii-it ^ v>bii 
C'lTiml VV*!*; (<n the lllK !lU\ il'-iTi'I 
noildfd ,iiui I’K’kod lip tl'i.’ pliniu’ 
Keith ni' b('\ Wi'li'i'ini’hoiii>’ ' 
the I'ld ni.iii bei'iin 'I've jii’^t read 
ymii iellei, and wundereil il ycui 
weri' n\iire that I had a verbal 
agri’emen! ivilh vmii niothei 
cimierniii}; the sale nl lln < nizi'lh' 

iVl\ iiintlu'i l(’l(l viiii. Sii < oliii 
that slie vMiuld i'e p," inp 'i>ui nlli i 
hei .‘.v'ruHi'- MUisi'.ii'ra'i'in ‘’■bt’ m.ule 
mi verbal mtni’m'inenl. and ain une 
who sHi'ipt’sls ullieiujse is 

held Dll, MIUIW, lelleu " 

inti rrupteil '■<!i t nlin ' 1 m eiilv 
actinji in pood t iilli A', von nell 
kno'A’, vein talber and I were i lose 
friends' 

"But my lather is no lonper uitli 
us 'Sir t i lin, s(< in liitnre yon w ill 
have t(' deal w ith me And we an 
not (lose friends '' 

"Well, It th.it'^ vein .iltitude, 
there seeni’^ no point m meiitionnn’, 
that f was pomp, to im lease ni\’ ollei 
tot 17(1,1)00 " 


"'No poiTit a' all, nt (. olin 
bei .nisei still i.iuiidn't i uisidei it 
'"foil i\'ll III tune I'.ii’ked the 
iililoi man, 'bei.uisi within’ax 
niontlv.! II run \ou ••li llu’ stieets, 
and then be oiili toe happv to 

fake '"ili.liitit tot whatever temaiiis ol 
till bits and pieies ' Sn uiin 
paU’i’.l "I’eel tiee to lall me when 
1 on ehanpe \ oil' niiiKi 

lull 11 'end p'.ll ill* plioiu doWil 
.md asked Biintv to tall tin I'Oilea 
that 111 w.lilted to SIe him 
i,ii’aH'di.U''h 

Mr.. Hii’it.iip hesit.iled 
"Istheie 'O'n.' prol’leie. I'ni-ltv'’' 

' t 'nh llial \oiii l.illi' I Used to p,o 
it. \\ II .nni -.I’e llii' edilei in li's 
e " 

"I lid lie leall'. said lownseild, 
reiii.iimnp sealed 

'I'li ii'l I’lin to lonn up sii.iiplit 

avV.iv' 

lewiisend tinned to llv ba. k 
page, .ind studied lli' 1 l.ii to' kent 
. dIuiiiii w ink’ he waited 1 le liad 
.ilre.tdy deiided (hat the louriiey lo 
Melbourne'-very weekend stole too 
m.iTiv piveioiij. boiirs ot his lime I le 
worn lered how long he'd be able to 
hold otl telling his inothei 

[ rank Hailev stormed into his 
oiliie a lew miiuiles l.Uer, but 
liiwiiseiid couldn't see the 
eiip''"ssion on his l.iie, his lieail 
li'iiianii'i-l .lovvn as he pretended lo 
he ahsoibed in the hcuk |iage He 
1 iii'led a biK, looked up .it the editoi 


.iiui p.issi.l liirn pi.•> I'll! p.lpi'i I 
want vou '.o pint this li He! 'rom 
|eiv IS, Siiiilli ik’ i li.iiii.is on the iioiil 
p.r.’.e toniotiviw, l•|■.lllk .md I'll h.ue 
.'too wolds i-'.iiiv loi till' Il ade' 
w illiin ilie lioui 

■ But ," s.iid 1 i.ink 
' And dig out llu WO!'-, I piitiire 
vou van tiiul ot 'sii t. olin taant iikI 
pul It aliiiigsidi the I 'Hei 

"But Id pl.imied to le.’.l on tile 
lavlor ti Ml loni"riow. s.nd the 
ediloi 'I le s luiuK I'lil. iind wen- 
known .IS <1 lanip.iigmni’: paper " 

"We n .ilsD l•novvll -is a I'.ipei 
til.It's lo.ing iiioiiei',' Saul Unviiseii.l 
In ant e.ise. (he l.ivloi In.ilw.is 
lesli’id.iv s iH'ws >iiii laii devote as 
mnili sp.iev to him as vou like, hut 
■ tomorrow li iviin'l he on the lu.>ni 

' Aiivtiung el'c’ .\sked 1 i.mk 
, sareastie.illv 

"'fi's,'said lownsend i.ilmlv "I 
' espei'l to see the p.ig*' one lavoiil on 
ni\ ilesk bell III Me.ii 1'tins evening 
] I'lank .sliode angnh out ol (lie 
I oftiee, willunit ulterin)* anollu'i 
word 

''Next I w.int to see the 
.idvertising manager," Townsend 
told Biinlv when she leatipeared. He 
opened the tile 1 l.iriis hati dehv'ered 
11 d.iy kite, and st.ned down at the 
earelt'sslv eonipiled tiguivs fliat 
i mi etmg turned out In be even 
! shorter than 1 ranks, and while 
I I lai ns w as Hearing his desk. 








chjnj;c'." 

^ "And ihf /VlC'.''.£ 7 iv;('i s dn’" said 
5 Townsi-Tid "Thill's otu' ut ihi- manv 
roasnns thoy'ro sflliii); far nunc 
[(* rnpiu's tlian vco arc 
a ' Arc vnu willing Ui sacnhiv vuir 
“ lon>; tradihon simply to pani a lew 
>“ more leaders?'' 

"S "1 can see you vc col the niessape 
^ at litsl." said I'lnvnscnd, not l>llnkln^ 
"Bill vour mother assured m»- 
•SS that. " 

"My mtither is not in charge ot 
the day-todas’ riinnin>t of this paper 
Slie };a\'c nu" tfiat ics^ionsiliilitv." ) lc 
, didn't add. but onh toi ‘■•0 days 

Thi editor licld Ills breath tot a 
i moment heton' hi- said i.alnilv. "Are 
you liopnif; i'll resii;n'’" 

■'t’erlainle not.' said lownsend 
■ tirnilv "Hut I am (io(iin}' you'l! lii'lp 
! me run a piofilable newspapei ' 

He was sin prised liy tin- ediioi s 
: lie'll ijueslion 

"C an ViU.! hold the ilciision otf 
' tor aiiothei twii iveek.s’" 

"Win?' asked Ibi'-nseiii! 
"Because ms sport* editor isn't 
evpecti'd bai k Mom holiday until the 
I end ol the month " 

"A sports I'llilm iviio lakes thiee 
weeks oti m the middle ol the enckel 
li'w ii**e:id i alli'il loi the ,!epiit\ ot the tiyures b\ six o'elotk lom>>ht if .season proba'hli a ouicin'l ex-en 

I III 111.moil i!i.in.i»;ei Mi 1 t ailei lha' wivilii help eonyinee vt>ii '' ' notice it his desk had been replaced 

'iMien til'* lo'inp mar entiled tin* ' h eeitainh’ would " said when hi-came l-ai-V.." snapped 

loom the look on Iijs ta. e indu ail'd 'lownseud '.And !l you have any lowiisend 

lb,it lie loo vs as e-.p-s linj- *o be (ohi othi-r I'rit;!!! ideas, Mel, don f The sporK editoi Iiaiuieil in lii.s 

that hi-di si sl'.o'ild Ol - leaiad bs' besitatc to siiaie ilieni with me , resiyjnalion on the dav lie relnrned. 

die end ot the mormny, Ion il tind ni\ dooi is always opi-n " which depnieil hnvnscnd ol the 

"ll.ivc .1 se.it, Mel," s.iid 11 ivas a ihanj^e lor'loxvnsend to oleasun i<i saciine, lem Within 

'lown-a'iid I le lookcii iloM n at Ills see someone li'a\ my. his office with a ' hours he had appointi-d the 2?-vcar- 

lili* "1 e yoii'i-i- rei enll\ |o:iied us snnli-on Ins tail He cheekeil Ins old crirket I'OiTespondeiit I-■ lake his 

on .1 tinve nionlh liui! 1 et me make uati'li as nuiiK walki d in place 

it 1 le.ii from till- outset lliat I'm only 'Time lor you to be le.ix in-- im rvank liailei i in>i ih.ircin^ up to 

III leiesled III results you-. e .I’l'l'Ht I'oiir lunch with the i irciil.ition I'-iw nsend s toom .i tew moments 

• lai s si..- liiiy lod.iv, to pioi e maii.iy.er ot the .Vli-sici,-y(-f alter In- he.nd tin- news ' It's t'u- 

Mniisi-li .IS adxeilisinn mafiai;i'i " "1 woiidei it ! i.m .illoril it,' s.ui editoi's |o|i t(> make ipoiiilriieiiis." hi- 

[ 111- \ on liy; ni.iii loof.-d sin prised lownsen.l, ehi-el. iiij; his w.ilclt boi;an. i-yen beUiii- lu had slosed the 

bnlreheicil Tth ye-. " shi-said 'Vourlalhei ilo.ii to rownseml s oMu i , iioi 

"Soil-lime, iiil low'iisend. "it .ilways ilion.i;ht the C'axtun C.rill "Not any lo!ii;i’' it i-.n *,' said 

I'oii iiuild cliaii.i’c one lliim; ibout -.-erv reasonable It's Pilln;rim's he 'lownseiid 

the what would it be’" lonsideu d e\lrav.iy;aiit, a'ul he only I'lii- two men st.neil .-I e.u li otl.ei 

■"Ihe h.ti’k i>.it;e,' said Mi-i evi-i tool-, i oiii ini'ther llu-ri- " tm sotiii lime ei-lini ! i-.ink irieil 

without liesitatioii ' I'd move till- "It s not tlie priie ot the meal I'm .it;.nn ' In an\ la-.t- lii-'-, t.u to,. 

small ails to an insiile p,i}ie ' - worried .ibiuit, Htniii It's how much lounv, to I,lie i>n soi h .i 

’’Will ?' ,|ski-il Townsend "It's lie'll dem.md it hi- .i.t;ree', to leave (lit- resnonsibilili 

the p.ii>i' w’liieh y;eneialei oin l.irc;esl .\ 1 .-s-,i'Pix'i-i and join us " "i le s three sears .-Idei iii.in I 

mtiiiiie a littli-tw'er C .l.udll a day n I .mi s.iid lownsen.l 

M-meinbor coin-elly ' ' i ’oi\nsi-iid waited hir .i week ! i-.i'ik bit Ins hp Nl.u i tenimil 

"I n-alise that," said Mi -1 "But the 1. betore he I'alli-d lot I lank Hailey \'>u,' he said, "thal wlu-e. \ ou \ isiud 
Mrsfi'Hjfi I h.is recently pul sporl on | and luld him that tlu- small .ids my ottio- lor the tnst time I'lilv loni 

the back page and l.iken .mother would no longei be appe.mng t-n the , weeks .ig(>, ymi .1s^^lted iin -eid 1 

10 ,(tn 0 a-adeis away Irom us b.uk p.ige , quote.th.il 1 don 1 inl'-nd to be th-- 

'F'hoy've worked out that you can pul "But the small ad.s h.ive been on ■ sort of piibhshei wh-' inii-rleres w-illi 

the small .ids on any page, U-cause ' the back page for ovei 71 ) yi-ais,' was editi'ri.il dec 1^1011-.? 

fH'ople are f.ir more interested in the editor's tirsl r'-.ietion 'lowiisend looki-d .10 bi.11 Ins 

circulation tiguu-.s than they are 111 "Il that's liue, 1 can't think ot .1 desk .ind reddeiuleil sli.gliti. 

positioning when thi-y decide wher-’ beltei aignment l-n miiving them." "I'lnsoirv l-tai.l .' hi -..lul "I 

to place an .idverti.semenl I could said Townsend lied ' ■ 

give \'ou a more det.nled breakdown "But our i-eaders don'l like 
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T 


IME TABLE 


>> 


All arrival and departure times are for Calcutta 

Dayi «f oparathMi usInC 7shqr «odK >r; MONDAY 'h TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 'f' THURSDAY <i' FRIDAY ® SATURDAY '» SUNDAY 
i As itiESL p.iijoi, 1)0 to pi iisi one weak in advance, readers vnoiild check wiih respective airtinos and railways for last minute change in hmingsl 


Departures 




Arrivals 


FItNo Tima Days 

FItNo. 

Tima 

Das 

« AGAFnALA 

• ' ♦ 'i? 

, i 

V . .-ir'. 

, J 4 ,''>, '■'.'t.V*' 

• :i M..,, ’ ' 4 i 

; 74 / 

' 11)46 

! ^ 


5 ’. ' 4 : 

lOIll 

A ' 

. H ,■•!■ -I-l 


IJlb 

,1,1-1. 

t .’‘4 . ■ * . • ♦ ' 

Ms il" 

Ihlli 

' '• / 

'“t 

Mt .1. > 

IV-S 

J 1‘. 

A AHMEDABAO 



V'l '"f ■«.. ’ . .1 

'■ M'l 14 , 1 'illl. 

773 '. 

1 ,’ 1 -1 ;. t, ' 

m AiZAWL. 


• ♦ ' J' 


r *ii “/ 1»4 , 


1656 

} i 


11 ■.II.' 

161 . 

1 ? h 

a BAGOOGRA 


■ -A' 


. 4 ‘ 1 ‘ I' ’ * • 


■vS' 

1,1 


1 V.' 

'‘t'O 

4 

, 'r ' ' • .' ' • i 

■■ 1 ." Oil 


1 i » It 7 


M 'ill 

14 

r. 

a bangalore 



•O' 

- , 

!f 

llJjf 

/.a.iv 

•/' -'' ' J. ‘1 

•A*» >»' 


'ifii'v 

f-i !.■ 1 ' i : 1 

M< 'I'd yV 

‘■TC 

. 141 ,) 

m BHUBANESIAMR 



• • *•*, 'j ’V 

• , 1 I ’ 

}‘ii 

IbM. 

1 

r ■ : 

) "ii: 

m). 

1 I 

1 • r ' 1 

11 '< 

't.( 

. 4 »i 

. f 

VI 

f.J) 

1 

m DELHI 

‘ t 


’*' V ' 

1' ■ '*■ 1 t!'\ 

^s■ Ojlt 

f>in 

10 14 , 

. i " ' ' . 1 ' 

»4 j ;i ■ 

'.P.T. 

■Iti'lv 

I ■ .. 

««, nf)' 


; 

” .J., 

r.'.r- 

■r-1' 

*• ^ 1 :* 1 

f ■ ■ 

• 4 I’l 

t)r,s 

lUl'i 

' s' '■ .» '■ } 4 1 -1 

V’*. 


I ? 1 r 7 

*1 ‘ 

f/M .Ii 


Daiy 

. • . • , . ' 

1 A i 

/iHi. 

■idii'. 


k 

:r>' 

4 ' 

■ OiaRUQARH 

f ' 'V 



4 1 »1 * ‘ 

1 ' ,’i)' 

Iran 

1 a 1 r 

1 . 1.« .t , , 

•1 J.'- 

•m‘ 

: / t 

1 >; * •, ■ . ■ 

\ r'l ■ 


7 4 f. 

■ OIMAPUR 

* At 

t... . 4 ' 

^ *«• fL 

; . . . 

1 ' If’ 

l*Mi 

4 ’ 

t'- ii. . “i: - 1 

|■|■.ll', 11. 

niS 

4 4 •• 

« QOA 

• ■' 



\i'i . 1 ■ *1 lb- :» • , ■ ’ 

V t 4 . rt''iu: 

. .’“’i 

l.'JiV 

m OUWAHATl 

* - 


■ . TVfrV 

",1 H •{. J 4 «\ 

'j‘. N/ 

.'lUfi 

fid ‘V 

■ ,i'i. 1 . 

II ;'!*i 

HK'li 

2 b 

' ' 1 * » ■' » * 1 

.1 ’I’-f 

lai/. 

• i s 

• * • ' ** ** J 1 

t'ft «'i.' 

tllf) 

Il'lllll 

1 ' 1 ». • H ' 

Pf vV 

IMlIJ 

J ’• 


II «i 

!'tM' 

Idity 

■ ■ ■ » 

4 ', tJl' 

lU'l 

^ li t 

■ 7 r 

1 ', 111 ; TI-. 

Ibib 

1 • • 

»/'. • ; 

ivl-r 

Midi 

i ’ 

‘ * ‘‘1 

Mb ’. 7 .'i 

ii.ifi 

1 4 

■ MYDEBABAO 



■ ' M'''"' ' Us 

' • ' 

7 t! 

f'V- 

z ", * 

' ■' '■,' 4 1. 

1 . '/(I 

:'i 7 !i 

J -1 l. 


Departures 


Fit No. 

Tkns 

Ov 

Ft No. 

Ttna 

Diys 

VF liHi 

1 .’ 4 ii 

1 

'jr 106 

I 7 UU 

1 

.FW- 61 ' 

HIkl 

ddiiy 

9 W 5 I 2 

•7150 

ddii/ 



If .Vi 

fPIlb 

3 b. / 

10 26 ). 

1406 

3 , 5 7 

K ?'t 

114 'J 

? h 

IF 71.1 

1640 

2 b 


S7 0 A),’r' or.'iii ; 4 .'i "v? (r/B/oflfi m'. i ^ 4 r., ? 

•' »vdC»(««f ■..vyvTE\T-r-'r^r'«T^-av'. 

ir:‘.'i' 114' 47 !(-js7 i;i!.n 4 / 

pf Tiii/'iui iw’. III. IT int/ai:' lu;. i .1 a 




ic?n 

IK**!* 


10 « 

V Cl’ll,f I 

!.'i- 4 a' 'I'lS' 

IC s 4 :' I ■ I;. 

r.,4J ’ll', 

[/.' 1 I'-ai 

r.'ii 


’ 1 b 

,1 t i 




4 '‘v f'A'j 


I!, nr 


ri(» 


1.1 


.1 s I. 


jH'il 

llaliV 


i( tWi 

IlMDMeAl' 

It r,,''. ii.-yi ;mi 

w :''ij I'-’i' 1 j 1 . h ' 

It' lO.' h'i,‘li i],i.i^ 

If, J/,l l‘i 4 'i 1I.II1, 

<l*i’l.- 1 'vll! IJHIV 

^ ilM ;'”i. I, 

M'l «|s lY.ll, I 4 I. 

Mil ,1117 rOfl l 4 ii, 

D? 1 ( 1-1 704 );. ,;.i,lv 

If 7l;'l It.lb 7 4 I, 

ir'- 4 (i(i r.«i •I 

11.,', I 1 •■, 

If .' 4 ') 14 ). 7 I.. 

It ..’li.'- iW I I ,'i 

■.mwVNm-: . 

‘ 1 - 74 V 144 ’, ,’ I 


'•2 (II ’/Tit*-' 

m' 1 

. s » '-Vi* j , •* 

s 5 V 

» . ■ **. . Hi* 

ns in* 

Inlis 

ir-*)4: 

IOtO ^ ' 

'1 '4t 

KH. . / 

n' v< 

• 1 ‘It r 

ti.' I't 

n'u 1 ' 

It .'frr. 

J. 14MV 

1 . »!/* 

-If.; 


r 4 b 

A,% 


'»fi- i,il 
ii,' i-'-; 
A! iU 
'A' “I 
JJ ./A 

M‘s -ilio 

ir 'i‘i\ 

4>. 
(C Ml 
ii. '^r- 


;(.-y 4 o 


iiii/n 

i *"« 
’•in-i 
V -I: 


I'll. 

, lit(> 

lK*i| 

fiH' 

th'Mi' 


d'.i' ■ 


i \ ' 


i’.{. k 

II V 


A f> 






10 ;’ 5 ‘, 

17111 , : 

II .'.si. 

IlflS 

1 6 7 

11 761 

Ii 7 i». .' 4 

11 , ."|4 

W 

' 4 6 

M'l & 

l.'Sl) I 4 

M'l'l-s 

IDIl 

' 4 

MD- 3 ;’l 

i;-D) ■ 1. 

MS L-j 

165 '-, 

7 ti 

A TeSWUlli. . 1 -'!. 

‘ ' C *.‘t' .'s' 



II :'i't 

'140 '7 b 

IC 711 

16411 

7 F, 

AVliMIMNildr'' 




Ils 4111 

!t‘.k! f . 

L'. 4 (>i 

’iRl’. 

.1 . 

MD ■'IM.lll 

I)a 7 i ild’iy 

M'l ll/iTOI 

1 'Hf. 

ddiv 


m '■ymmilfiiM’miam.-. 

r;') 4 V' 'll'. 1 ;■ 4 ‘1 

[)'. 4 ff,’ Ijrijo 4 




njoim 

m AMMAN . 



V , 'JJ- ) 

• AMSTfaciAM 

k. H-'.. I 

Kd ID', ’'S',” 


F j iM n/n*, 4 

KI J!’' DUO 7 

Kd-iiii. iipn 1 

Kit lllf, D4F. .S 


ti-73F 

OhVi 

: 6 

ff; 31 1 

1740 

1 3 

IC 731 

inr, 

1 1 

If. 732 

17.10 

1 1 

K'355 

noil 

4 / 

IC-S66 

1730 

4 .7 

TG-314 

i:i'.6 

1 1 r. 

737 

1606 

2 ') 

AIM 

I'llD 

r 

Al .1171 

1826 

1 , 




Departures 


Arrivals 


FRNd. Tiro 

FItNo. 

Tim 

DMS i 

w-^'fi^tfnAaoNo 

ll, "I ij.'.ii' 1 

|i ---I. 

iri,.! 

1 j 

Plj h'X ''1. _ 

hii i.'i' 

Ikr 

» 1, 

» DHAKA 

•K. Il'l.‘ 1!...' 1 1 ■, 

iili I 'll 

I'viv 

■i '1 1 

RGItf II'.' ! , I, ■ 

B!, I>ll 

Mill 

\ ' A • \ 

k 1 . -. 

i: rji 

iVm 

. 1 

tiG (I••J l«." 


• 

1 '■ ll I 

W.-i.'!4 '.'111 .1 

Ho IM1 


1 

till ll>. .'I'Ji. ! 

Pi, IN' 

."1 '•! 

; I 

Ml DOHA 



N ' . • i 

0/ Hlll'i 

o.-iyp 

1. 

1 

m GDOAt 

- 



El III '|.|.i 1 

F)' Vili 

ij;m 

■' 

m KATHMANDU 

HA 'M ; 1 

(.L . 1 

»v 

, I 

M, 1' . 1 >. 

:> 1:1 

: !.(i 

1 ’ . 


Departures 

FItNo. Tlira Diys 

• IX»IOON 

HAM'- 

» MOSCOW 

'.D'.Jh ) 

.Ml 

KlJtlil li'i. 

III' H", 

m .. 

■.U IV ;■ 

r.' iMh 

• SOBA 

l/MIt '’.u ! 

m ItJKYO 

II' (I». I'liv 

m YANCION 


FKNo. 

RA It.' 
Ml T.'l, 


M; 111. 
HI li,.' 

1/ ‘)|i'| 


Arrivals 

Tim 


ilain 

■I'ly. 

ii.^’u 

!H.’li 


Ova 


> 


M Air India • BA B'ltish Airways • BG Binian Banqiadosh Airlines • Bl Royal Brunei Airtinos • D2 Skyline NEPO • DS NEPC Airlines • tC Indian Airlines • KB Dnik-Air • KLM 
Royal Diitrli Aiilinos • LZ Balkan Airlines • M9 ModiluH • PF Vayudoot • RA Royal Nepal Airlines • RJ Royal Jordamari Arirnes • RO Taroni Air Transport • S2 Sahara India 
Arlines * SO Sinijapuir- Arlines • SU Aerollot • 4S East West Ailines • TG Thai Aneays International ■ 9W Jel Ainways • 07 Qatar Airways • VF VIF Arrways 


■ B 

1 TRAINS 



W 

Bapaitun' 

EASTERN RAILWAY 

Arrival 

Departure 

Up Time 

Howrah 

TVna Dn 

Up Tiro 


OalhFKallB Mail 

1. V ’ :i 

i.i'i'i " 'II 

■ , • '. 

Amritsar Mall 

” 'A'V> 

MJ'i. 


Bombay Mali . ' 

Poorva (New Delhi) Express i . ‘. 1 v i.i' 

Poorva (New Delhp Ejqxass .. ' 

::"1| 

I't " • ‘i.j 

: 1' t'l 

.’SN' '1 

• r. ■ ' 

'1 .« . I*' 

.-‘1 'j ■ ’1 1 


■'t'. ' 
■ *1 * 


• .T ’ 

» 


M'1 


U0 

(IA: 
iMA 
.! 
StV/ 
JIM 
Mil 1.1 
■i'll 
..1 

nai 

OOH'i 


Tim 

11 ‘111 
i'i “i 
.111'l 

h A 
In; 
.A) (Wi 

n it. 

n i... 
i» 

i;-.;ii 


Raidtiani rxpisss . .., 

Haidhani tspnass i'. - 
.Itidhpuf express 

Stial^l (hukoio Steel City) Fiqiress 

' . • I . ^ :.i 

Hh-ngiri (JafvinxhTavf\ Expran " A ' 

I ■ I 

GiMoh^l Express 
, .1 , 
Gorakhpur Expniss 

’: ■■ ’'‘i 'i 

Purbanctial (GonPtipur) Ekpnss 
' .. '. ' ■ ll ' ‘ i'i.' I .'. ' 

Boon FjipnBS . .i i- r>: . 1 . 11 
Udyan Abu Toolan Exprass u.i M.'.i 
Amritsar EidHas 
KaltKuduni Express 
Mlthna (RaxauQ ErqHaas 
Kjirxup (Guwatail) Bpress 
Black Diannnd Entree 
Coalllel'' Express 
Asanaol Expnss 
Danapur Eiqiress 
Jamupur Express 
SarklnUiBbn Express 
Cinmbal (Gwalior) Express 
■, V .1. '.I ..ll. .t.’ '■ . 
Shipra (Indore) Express 

'!|| 'Al'l l' *. 


Shafcl^l (Ctiopan) 
Ctuncal (Agra CanU) 


Sealdah 

Teeale-Tone Eipess 
Derlaallrv Mall 

LelQuIla Bipran vi.' Mr. mu 
KandanlunBa (lundlno) Exixess 
Gour bpiaas 
KatSiar upraas 
Jammu-TMl Bpiw 
Mughal Saral Bon ■s VI.1 M'b Ui'-Hi 
Bh^mhi Mm Exprass 
Gv^i Sagir O^onMiwr) b^nm 

0«*|’ h Af' I:ir%. Tluns Xr 


.‘ll 


r, 


I A* 


Tima 


^ r. 

•*. 

i‘> '.(j 
i; ■''0 
11/.^ 




On 

titj 
llvl 
1 I. 

’i\ 

‘-K-J 


jp."" 

H'l', 

M(a>' 


SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY 
Howrah 

Madras MbI 

Bamtm Mall vi Ndiir.iii 

Gltan|ul (Bontay) Express 
Shsiabdl (Rourkala) Biprass 

'll. A, '..!|..|,i, 

Ahmdead Ergnss 
Kurls Express < s 'A'.n.i. 

Corarmndal (Madtes) Eipess '...■ ' 'i>ii. r 
Futaknuma (Secuidarabad) Ergiress 


Bangalore Express 


- jt- I “ 

Tib Stiil Expnis 

(Jhwsuvida) Ergmas 


Arrival 

Tim Dn 


.^1 
j I 


1». .'l 

'r 

V; l|i 


>.1 I 

* iJi. 
«> 'i* 
) A- 
I ‘ 

•' •( 


h I't 




n:'« 

o4'J 
•' ’ 
■'.‘l-Ur 
f Jlr 


HaHa Eigrraas 
Purl Exprias m.' . iii/i. 

Jagareutti (PurO Bgrrass 
DlwkI ■ 

East Ccaat 
Punilla Expiw 

;I‘..I'l '.I'.i.i!'. 

Azad Hind (Puu) tWMdy Eigeass ' ' 

^ "Vr i I' ' 

Bhubana8M«r-NBW MM Rildhml Exixtts . • 

•"■(Mlllr 5»liV 

New DettiFBlUiaiMSwar Raidhanl Etgiiess . . i v 

||.'|.I 'l!.i;.i.l\ mu 

Guwahai ' Hownh - Titvandnxn Central Express 

‘ * ‘ i'..* ' ''‘t 

Titniidtun Cattital - Howrah - Gimnlatl Bgmss '. 

.ii. I III 11 'i 

Cochin Hartxxir Tamrlnus - Guwshail MMdy i' 
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REJAN DARUWALLA 


April 2P 

t ■.irii".h.i s.n". III! II!. I'P tiu' 
lu'iii'.'lmMl 'I'niH .iIkmi 
>.U’i uMliiin p.iii’nl'-, 
ml.l'v'- I'.iiiituiu,, 
ii'li]rlM..l)i!'i'.’ .iiiit .1 liinu' 
'iiini liiiiiii' 

I’.ii.iJiiMi.i!!\. \<m K.ivi’ 
tin ■ 111 n;!. ,1 'kI llii-i.'K’i.l hir .1 In mi'iidnii'. 

I il'. th.ii>k>-. in ihi' s.in \viius 
. .inii Ml Hon MU lii.ii' I't 'i'll . I'lilJ iM'll lu¬ 
ll M'Vitii; i'iii'ii'i'..:,(iii 'll ^.’imkIw ill 

Taul'tis 

Apiilii'l - Mdy?0 

Riimii-^’, '.i-lliMi; .ind 

-.lii'pi'iiiii iii.il.r^ till'. .1 

R - 111 .ill iM'i't. Inr I’liLi IliiiSi- 
. Ill PiiMm-'-'. iiiiil |>tiik-ssii)ii 
i\ ill !;■' .ill lUit till piiihl 
.111.1 p.iP". i’n>)'iTl' 
pi'.-lit. . .IlilllU, lili-.llll.-'- 
i.iii'ili’\ .ikii . lii.i-v. lu'ii.lini;, ir.\ i stiiii; 

.I ii.) ^l■^lIlv■, • .III' "I sill. il\ pL'isiin.il 
II l.iliiinsliip-. sill I’ . 1 '. ni,ii ri,ii,',i'.iMvl 

!■ n-iiii' !ii| • ,i'i' I In -1 "I ii-i i.ii i Is tins u i-i'l. 

Gemini 

Mfi'y 2 1 - Jiinc yo 

',1 HI! pl.llil’t.ll S SI illlnil 
Ml"' I’M 1 ,11111.Ill I-, '\l.lls 
S'lMllL', MHl till’ IllUVi-l 1>! .1 
llll 111. Hill S1II1-. \|H'. IS chi- 
'niii- In l’ isli \\ ilil .il| ' nil 
li.i'. .Hill ii'ini-iiil'i r llll 

Ill' , l'.l--K , ' ll’I’ |■l'■t^''I 

l.ii'il MiiiM'i .Hill l.niiiK -I’.viil,! Iii'iiii' 
liliii.'i'l |i*.ii i'll- ivi-i r.rll.*. jilllll.s p.iM 
lii'_illlii, i- .i,i|',li‘,i llii-si.i Mull i.’.lii 

,1.1'pli I". 

Cancer 

JliiK'.-'I Ji;!-,'I’O 

'.I'Ll I.' I'l !’i 'll 'I'l 
Il'Ml ll .-.ll' • ’! pill'll! I'l Mil! 
•'I' Ills, iiclili'i,;-, I'l-ll 
. ml.I iH’.ii nil iiiiir ili.i-i IS 

I 

nnl 'nil ll .. 111 , 
in 1 iiiiliiii.-, .'.iii'i.tii'il 
' nn!iI I'liill! ' . 'ii 1.1 iIh' 

,|l' ' |i I'.il'li .nilv lulu l . Il.'.ll'I'l 111- III 

•I'. 1 ' ll ['III .lil til ll ,niii,r llll 

II, 1' pi 1'. 1. ."Ill ,111 ii''i|."i ill ii'iii ll! 

; ..I ' ..1- III1- ,il- I 




August 21 

— I .Nnthiiin li'ss ihiin .1 rnsiir- 
Hi-iui- lit sj'iril divl an 
.itti'ni]il lit uniiorsliniilmj; 
till' spiiiiual an’ tIu' is.siii's 
Int vnii lull switili, 
liniiiis pi'iks, pinninlinn, a 
Ill'll liip.li in statu.s ami 
pnsilinn an- llin pinKiliilitii's Ini I i-nns 
Null IS Ihi' tilin' till .nnl.ii'ts, Inii' atnl 
laiii^liti-i I'inu’ .il-.ii In inin ihi- sni i.il 
iiliirlinij; 

Virgo 

August 22 — Seplembei 22 

'iniii liniilili's iiill Inns! 
liki'l'ulili|i-s, V"u innvi at 
l.isi'i spi I'lt vniii sli.ii l-.li", 
hurst tri'i', mill 
iniai>in(ilii>ii tl.iii-s .irt mil 
liivi'ntiiiii aiiil ,nii' lii’.iil 
bi'.ils 1,1.1 ilisl.i'il ill mil In 
\iiui Wiirk. Ln-il I'lismi ss m pinlt-.sinii, 

' I'll itn SI nil' Ill'll \nvi is tin' turn'm push 
.llll . 1.1 iiitli iiintiiKlilt'.iml iniii.ip,i’.Hill 
- ni.il.i 1.1 ml iii.irk 

Libra 

.Septeinbor 23 — Octobei 22 

>nii llll' tasli ami ili'liplil 
'll till' ti lilt . nl liri', I'l'' it 
rnm.inti- trii'iiilship, ...si 
1 milIni'ts nt till liniili- 
ri'iiiii .itiiiii aiiil rli-. ni.itin'i, 

tl.ll'l'l lll'lIS 
1 nll.ih.'r.iti'iiis .Mill 
< i-'l-nmiIll's ll li-nul’l in- I'l'lV P.nnd lill-a 
I 1 .!■ I Im 1 . 1 ' lUiis this iii'i’k anil thi- n.'il 
t .. 1 ' 11 ".il.i .'Isn S.IIS ll.ll'l'l .lint 
• .'IIIMIIIIUI .'Ill'll 'llll III- h'Ulttill 

Scttrpio 

('ctober 23 -- November 22 

\ ! I .isii 11 mis.' n".i'.iii-li 
in'ii'i'iili.iliiiii, nil ililalinii, 
I 11 . 111 '. hinds .iiiii 
iiui'sInii'iUs an nhat l)ir 

iii'i'l. is ,ill .ihiiiii I'll-ill'll 
SIX .niiiiiths alsn l.ivnin an 
ntlii '.il iTiM.ip.i'iru'iil in .1 
iii.i'' i.ip.i' l 'm'I' 1' IS I nnni’i liDiis ii'ill 111' 

I '. I I'Inii' ill\ slni'ii’. Iniiam'lal hassl -s .mil 
sli’.;l|l ill li.'.illll 'll- mi'll 111.111 l'l•"l^ [l.l'-l'l 

II . 1 ' .s il iili' t.l'd'. 






\Sagittarius 

I November 23 - December 20 

I fj;.il IS.SIII'S and hassltis 
an- liki'lv null, but those 
.shniilil Olid nil a happv 
nnii- and tlial s ivh.it lo.illy 
mattor.s I’lonti nl aitioii tn 
koop mu niii;ht\ busy a.s 
ponplo iiiK I'llhoi Imo 01 
' halo vmi and il i niild toll upon vniii 
; health I'lio lioiiii' .ind nlliio Irimliois will 
; bo luHv aolivati'd ,ind that inoaiis burniiif; 

■ the i audio at bnlh onds 

; Capricorn 

. December 21 -- January 19 

.■\ lot nl oltnil .mil 
i)rj;anisalinn ivill j;n iiiln 
makiiif; a bi'lloi 111.m 
olh'ii'iil hiirii.iii aivj 
iniisiili'rali' \nu ll is 
m.iliii 111' Inn.' bo. .iiiso 
Ml ii'iiri mil I'l 
' oonni'itmi; supi'ibh ivithi'nii ni.iiii 
pi.iiU'l ‘s.ilnin nn I'.iiio I'-' Salu'n 
soli.lil'os, innsiiliilati's, iilako . i\ h.ilo ,iiid 
pi'iiii.iiloiit lhal iiiiKh iioi'd' liiiii..'. 

Aquarius 

Januaiy 20 - - f eDriiaiy 18 

M.lllo.-. ll' ll" ll ill' 
hup. Iii.iiiiiu; hi'uliii-a. 
bill'll 111 Mil.' llll ‘11.; 1 ir 111 111'.', 
.'I stall. II'HI. 111 '.; .11 1 '!I'll"' 
.■llll li'.ikiiii; .llll I 1 lii'..!i'''i 
pan Ills Hikin' '.ikii.i; .1 
inuiiM's' mill a '.Inpnvor 
' osloiisiii .iii'.i' lull ivil'iiiiii i.i.'o' 
i[iiaiiluiii ioai' Ini ii aid I ho t.iil is, 
viHi ll 'll slill li.iio l!ii’ tliiio In "'la' and 

. Il.lVi' lull 

Pisces 

Feliruarv 19 M.irrh 20 

I’hildioii nii'i;natii i, 
.iiinplinii, n.i|<liiis 
p.nii'iiimi'iital 1 nniii’i timis, 
,1 linriii'aii'ai iinili lini>ii', 
pinpoili, loiii'i ilioii, 
ili'i'nialinii, pns..iblo !inil'.o 
III 'iltiio mnio. iiro ll.i 
ni.illi'is. with ivliiili you will U- aivnlii'd 
this '.iis'k (.It'i iinislv, loll i".ill liariHv havo 
1 iiiniiiont III iiiursoll, ihorolnro hoasiui 
imi' lois'iio 




BIRTHDAYS 


June 5/' Ml mu iiiiio I’hiin luakos vini wiilin^ and oApablrof 
i.il,ii-,o iinpnrfani limsiniis .is wol) a« bm risks, i. is pavuft" bme 
.ind vnii .slniulil do ivoll iti businow. 

June 10; '■'•mi ooniiini.'ijfiii Vorms j.s an cucoKiwil confunction 
for ivntors, toachorf., a.stmloRors .salt'smoa Uiimfc. hairdnssaers, 
ji/urnahsts and film and r\' folks. 

June lit Mercury tnne .Neptune moans you yvill have tihe 
inspiration and the quirk .si;nM; sn nocessary to find your way 
amouf; obslades. Don't puJ-i too h-itd. 

June 12: Moon tone Jupiter is a muni trine tor lawyeiti, 
spfiihi.i) ICiidtTs, fiolWciaits. public figures and industrialists. 


Bui expenses could be heavy. Marriago is on But cartte for tlie 

oHgaile. 

JunelJt Moon trine Nirptune is an excellent combination for 
those who very creative and InspiradotMil. ft favours 

nuawy'buildtig and a contforiable lile fo.r aitieils and researchers. 

' Junel4t‘f^aity Mars opposition IRulo means all may not be 
as happy and wonderful as it sounds. Be ^acticaJ. You will 
haw the energy to go alwad. 

JutmlS: hiletcuiy ronjunctitm Mars shows Butt it is a winning 
sftiiation for those who live by the intellect. Given this fact, it ia, 
up to ymt tp make the must tif it. 




JUNIOR WHIRL 



FIND TWINS! Two of those fair damsels look 
(••noiiqh alike to be twins Which two"^ Study 
details carefully to decide. 


HOCUS-FOCUS 


SAY WHAT!Thore's a 13-letter wirrd expressing, 
little point' or purpose th.?t contains the same 
consonant (S) six times, another consonant (N) 
twice, another (L) once, and the same vowel (E) 
four timt's. What word? 


ON 


A 


PAIR GAMElManv 
words sound alike but 
are .spelkxi differently. 
Examples Hey / hay, 
soar/sore; 

wear/where, etc. Let's 
sw how' quickly you can 
supply missing letters 
in me diagram at right 


in me uiagram ai ngnt 
to soundauke words tor 
the following' 

1. One 2. Fare .1 Hero 4. Waste S. Right (or rite). 
It shouldn't take more than 30 seconds 
lust for fun, see if you can list 10 more 
soundalike words. 
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ABcacrcMiJNL 



SPRING INKLING 
DRAW ING C ARD 
LET'S hear it toi spi mg trom .! 
venerable creature u'ho.si- outh 
ne is concealed in ihe drawing 
card shown at li'ft. 

To bring this figure into viev\-, 
simply draw lines in aecord -n’llli 
the following ietter-niimber coor 
dinates. A sharp pencil v\'ill be ol 
Itelt'! 

Begin at A-IO, draw to C-?, 
F-4,1-4, E-8, B-10, A-10. 

Begin again, thi.s time at B-IO, 
draw to C-11, D-Il, C-10, F-ll, 
F-11, D-9, F-6, H-10, MO, G-8. 
H-6, J-8, }-% K-9, K.8, I-?, K-3, 
L-3,L-1, f-l,J-2,n-4. 

What IS it vou'x’C drawn'' 

'Tis a creature \\ liose voice i- 
heard in the land." 


FIND AT LEAST 6 DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PANELS. 

Duisviuj SI oduis 9 Suissiui si qoied lujv S ispoMS si ipiis r Japouc 
SI pjoo sj^oiSQ 'G 'Suissiui SI dey js^ z 6uissiui s| ling i .sasuajayia 
















































THE LOCKHORNS 



GARFIELD ■ jIM DAVIS 





























































































THE OTHER KAMALAHASAN 

Wc all know him as an actor, hut he 's enjoyed some success as a producer 
as well. Sudha G, Tilak proj'iles the man behind Indian 


F i>r limdi film audiences, 

Kainalahasan ttrill always be 
th»' young south Indian lover 
who captim'd Rati Agnihotn's 
heart in K.k Ihtie Kr i i\ff Others may 
remember him as the dwarf in 
Ai'wn'U '^ahodhiii And yet oth<-rs 
ninv see ir him s)iades of the 
underworld dt>n, Vardara)an 
Mudaliar. whom he portraveJ with 
suth conviction in Na\fiikun 

But there is another piTsima of 
Kamalah<i.san's that not tiK> many 
people are familiar with that ot 
producer. Not that you can blame 
them, Kamal's stint as producer 
hasn't exactly been unblemished 
The first *’ilm to lie produced 
under the Kajkamal banner was 


j kujaparmi, in 1989. This was 
I followed by Vikram, a racy James 
i Bond-style caper which bombed at 
: the box-oftice despite having a good 
.storj’luic and Bollywood glamour m 
the shape of Dimple Kapadia. After 
that, the Ka|kamal baimei produced 
11 movies, ail of which dia 
indifferent business. 

But diose who had wntten off 
Komal as a producer had to think 
again when three of his films, 
Ma^ahr Maltum, Sadht Leclavalht and 
Kurudhi Punal broke a long-standing 
|inx at the box-office. AH three ran 
tor over 100 days, no mean feat in an 
industry that's facing massive lossivs 
And now, of course, there is Indian, 
to buttress Kamal's reputation both 


as an actor and producer 

Both Ma^ahr Adattum (Ladii's' 
Special, an IndianLsed version ot 
mnr to h-'we) and Sadht Leelavathi 
(again a take-off on She DeT>il) are 
comic capers with a message which 
struck a chord with the audiences 
with their unusual characters and 
racy storylines. Kurudht Punal was a 
serious psycho drama that won 
critical acclaim despite doing only 
moderate business. 

Says Rohini, who acted in 
Mugahr .Mattum, "Acting in such 
meaningful movies comes as a 
contrast from the run of the mill 
flicks that are dime a dozen". 

C. Mtihan script writer and 
theatre person who worked in all 




these movies, is all praise for 
Kamalahasan. "Kamal as a producer 
is roncemed xbout everythinj^ in the 
script," he says "His zeal for 
perfection has contributed for the 
sua:cs8 for these films" 

With all the three films Kamal 
has also prtivod a jxiint That in film 
land you don't have to make bij*- 
budget movH's and throw in a half-a- 
dozen soiig-and-dance sequeni'es to 
rake in the booty A good story'ine, a 
shoe-string budget and oodles of 
talent and acting can also result in an 
oi'erflowing corfei 

Sitting pn'tty m his oltice, Kamal 
deals with nis success in the most 
low-key of manners "1 don't feel 
like fLiunting my success," he says 
solx'rly, "but each production is 
dealt wUli fear" 

That IS perhaps one reason why 
hjs magnum opus, the Rs 5 crore- 
plus proioii Ma> iidhatia]^iikatu, a 
period him of the 10th century, has 
tiei'ii on hold for the last five years, 
ill addition to like minded friends, 
Kamal ha*- "Kirrowed" yet another 
hMinmale f-n his production house 
wite Sarika, whci has been kuiking 
alter his costumes as well as the 
sound recording "1 would rather 
that she take cam o( mv growing 
daughters/’ savs Kamalahasan, "but 
I'm selfish .so I borrow her talent for 
mv production toi*" 

out then, Sarika has always 
played a ma|v>r part in every pro|ect 
of Kam.'il's Cinematographer and 
director I’C Snram had ropeil in 
.Saiika as his assistant directoi lor 
Ktirudhi Putiiil And .she also pitclie.s 
in with gathering research material 
for Ka'-iiil's tilms 

K amalaha.san has v'oine a long 

way from the lime when lie used 
to skiphigh .schiKil to take lessons in 
Bharatanatyam ami music. A 
lawyer's son from oon.scrvativo 
Stirangam in Tamil Nadu, Kamal 
was quite the young rebel, doing all 
the things that his tamilv most 
hated 

And while the rest ot the lamilv 
turned to such respectable 
professions as the law, Kamal 
oecame proficient in Kathak and 
Kuchipudi, and began tcuring with 
his own dance troupe. 

His first initiation into films was 
as a dance director to the hip¬ 
swinging starlets of yester-year. This 
was folliiwed by a stint behind the 
camera as assistant diroctor Says 
Kamnl today, "1 became a star by 
accident 1 really wanted to be a film 


lll7lIT\rri TUV M A QU 
oHfHJliiLI JLIjLII/ iVl/VdlV 

Will the real Karnalahasdtj please stand up? 


N obody gave Kamalahasan a 
second look when he entered 
the crowded hotel. Bui then, who 
could blame them'? The actor 
looked nothing like him.self, in his 
ageing makt*-up and a dhtili-kurta 
I rather than the natty casuals he 
! usually sports. Kamalahasan's 
disguise as and in Indian had fookxi 
eve^one. 

ITvit, at least, is the story 
circulating in film circles in Madras 
But once you've watched Kamal's 
transformation in the movie, it is 
easy to believe that tins is not ]ust 
promo talk The actor has, in fact, 
Deen transformed beyond 
recognition with mate-up. And. as 
R Simdara Murthy, a senior nuike- 
up artiste, says, "Make-up can carry 
an entire movie on its shoulders 
and this effort calls for 
appreciation " 

For someone w'ho looks as good 
I as Kamalahasan does, he sum 
j spends a lot of time and effort 
• trj'ing til look ugly. But the actor 
j doesn't agree "Not really." he says 
! "1 |ust w'ant to look a.s ugly or as 
j good as the average person on th(' 
i street " 

I 

But m an effort to look all of 70 
years old in Indian, Kamal took tour 
hours to get his make-up done 


! What's more, he imported 
I American make-up expert, Michael 
j Wessmon*, to give him a creased 
I forehead, wrinkled throat, puckered 
; mouth and aged skin. But now that 
I the applause is rolling m, 

' Kamalahasan feels that the crick in 
I the neck was worth it 
j 

. in tact, so fa.scinated is Kamal 
■ by make-up tricks and di.sguise that 
I he makes it a point to pick up 
I make-up techniques and tips each 
: time he holidays abroad with his 
1 family. Ho has to pi’ep into a 
Hollywood studio to steal a few 
; ideas. And back home he has 
; founded his make-up laborator\', 

1 Dravidian Cosmetics, and came up j 
j with prosthetic make-up which j 
I makes blood look real and skin look ; 
' wrinkled This is what helpied give ' 
i him a jelly belly, pug nose, hairy ; 
! ears and buck ti*eth in Indran j 

' Chandran, a bald patch in Navakan, a i 
1 sooty face with a double head in 
Cruna, and to cut himself down to 
' size in AfHwrjia Sahiuihari^al. a trick 
; he still keeps his lips .sealed about 
I A star, says Kamal, "must break the | 
; monotony of playing hi.s own -.elt ; 
I in twery other movie". And j 

I disguise and make-up give Kamal, | 
; as well as the audienct', a bn*al; \ 
’ from his own kxiks. j 


Kamalahasan in Kurudhi Punal: The much acclaimed psycho drama 
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maker." 

Actinc in K. Baiachander's 
movies changed all that, and slowly 
Kama! the actor began to take sha(«. 
And today, two national awards and 
a large number of Filmfare trophies 
adorn his display racks, bearing 
testimony to nis undeniable talent. 

Kamalahasan'.s greatest asset as 
an actor is, perhaps, the fact that he 
prefers iconoclasm to type-castuig. 
Thus, even when he was m his early 
twenties— when good looks are the 
most ir^ortant consideration for a 
hero—Kanuil turned into a 
dribbling, hsping cripple in 
Padtnaaru Vayadnmilr, which was 
later lemadc in Hindi. He played a 
bkiod-thirsty and crude psychopath 
in Sif^appu Roiakkal, whidi was 
remade in Hindi as Red Rose. And 
despite being part of an industry 
where loud meatnes and song and 
dance rigmaroles are the order of the 
day, Kama] tempted fate by making 
Pushpuk, a silemt film. 


That'.s not the only way in which 
Kamalaha.san is extraordinary. Even 
though m Jamil Nadu politics is the 
next stop alter stardom, Kama! has 
steered dear of this arena. He may 
pn'sont a congratulatory bouquet to 
Tamil Nadu chief minister, 

M Karunanidhi, but that'.s as far as 
It goes 

Beyond that, Kai al shuns 
politics, and keeps his political 
views, such as they are—to hiiiLself. 
Quite a cimtra.st to Ra|amkanth, who 
was in.struniental in bringing the 
]ayalalitha government tli/wn 


DOUBLE TROUBLE 


Reviewing Indian, in which Kamakthasan plays 
both father and sow 



Manisha Koiiala with Kamalahasan In /ndian 


I n the final analysis, Indian is the 
story of one man's struggle 
against corruption. As 
Senathypathy, Kamalahasan is an 
active participant in the freedom 
struggle, joimng Netaji fkibhash 
Chandra Bose's Indian National 


Army (INA) to fighf for his 
country. He returns home to marry 
a woman who was also intensely 
involved in the freedom movement. 

But time does not treat either 
Senathypathy or his county well. 
As the Nineties dawn, he finds his 


K amal ha.s his share of detractors, 
ihougli. DirechK-s who have 
worked with him complain that ho 
interferes too much "One wonders 


who IS calling the shots with him 
around," cnbs one young director, 
who had Kamal for bis hero in one 


Kamalahasan with Shekhar Kapur and Shankar, director of Indian, celebrating 
his third success as a producer 



film. And many south Indian 
actresses who nave worked wilh him 
have grumbled about his 
"overwaring attitude during 
scenes". 

While it is true diat Kamalahasan 
often gets so involved wilh hi.s 
movies that he rubs people up the 
wrong way, there ls no aenying that 
most actors and actresses would give 
an arm and a leg to work with him 
Says Manisha Koirala, his co-star in 
Indian, "I've been a fan of his since 
childhood, and couldn't refuse 
acting with him." Urmila Matondkar 
agrees, "Working with him is 
learning thin^ anew " 

But whatever the idiosyncrasies 
of his personal style, everybody 
agrees that Kamal works bloody 
hard on his movies. Such is his 
attention to detail that he even 
computerises his scripts during the 
planning stage of a project. He 




honest sdtf in AttachrMiisiii in a 
sodety In which bribeiy and 
tiorrwtion was mdemuc. The stress 
and ttie of dus pushes 

Senathypamy over the ed«, and he 
beg^ stalking a hoard of 
goveminent omdals from coUectois 
to district officers to 'weed' them 
out. 

On the opposite end of the 
sjTectrum is Senathy]>athy's corrupt 
son, Chandra Bose, who works as a 
brake inspector at the wvemmeht 
traffic office, and spends his free 
time flirting with me two nubile 
mmphets played by Manisha 
ICoirala and Urmila Matondkar. 

Both these characters are played 
by Kainal, and die tension between 
the two makes for some fine 
moments in the movie. 

Histrionics apart, Indian is 
especially commendable for its 
technical virtuosity. Kamalahasan 
even manages to do a Forrest Gump 
in the sequence m which he is 
shown shaking hands with Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose (just as Tom 
Hanks did widi Jack'Kcnnedy)i, with | 
the help of some computer imaging. 

i 

\ 

Within the framework of a | * 
commercial potboiler, director ! 

Sh.inkar has managed to weave in a | 
pitwerful scKial theme, and mueJt I 

computer wizardry to keep the : j 
front-bencher happy. For me most j 

discerning viewer, of course, there is 
Kamaiaha.san's brilliant performance 
as both freedom fighter and | 

worthless son. I 

deades on his actors and actresses 
well m time, and rcfu.ses to settle tor 
second-best even it he has "to wait 



Kamalahasan in Guna- Playing a scrhizophrsnic character 


tor a certain heroine'.s daU*s because 
she is right tor the role." 

For the future, Kamal has a 
period film m the works, as well as 
two othei projeiis in collaboration 
with ad film maker Shantanu 


Sheorey and Singitham Srecnivasa 
Rao respectively. Despite hi.s succe.s.s 
in Hinrli lucwies, Kamalaha.san has 
decided to steer clear ot them and 
concentrate on regional ramil, 
Malayalam and Telugu cinema, 
where he gets to experiment more. 


With Revathi. Urvashi and Rohini in MagaMr Mattum 



"Bombay is cosmopolitan but it 
has lost its cnthnmty,'^ he says when 
asked to explain his decision " lli-s 
will reflect in most films". Aca>rdinfi: 
to Kamal <*vcTy film needs to be 
rooted in a certain milieu to have 
meaning. That's why, he s»iys "1 can 
sc*e Patl^ Pam hali a film made many 
years ago and still clearly 
understand its meaning". 

His production siiiTc^sses don't 
mean that acting has taken a 
backseat."! won^t throw away 
potential stardom in favour of the 
other .skills I know", say-s Kamal 
And with mon* movies on the floor 
and production ideas in the offing 
the star from the south is all set to 
reach tor succes.s, but only on his 
own terms. ■ 



First person 


AfEET CA UK, acclaimed as one (4 the finest short story writer of Punjabi literature in post- 
independence India, this Sahitya Akademi awardee has published several short story collections and 
novelettes which include GtiibanO, MeKak di Maut, and Post Mortem. She has beat editing a 
monthly journal, Rupee Trade,^ the past 3} years. Besides the Sahitya Akademi. she has also 
received Bharatiya Bliasha Parisftad and the International lata award among many others. Last year, 
she set up the Academy of Fine Arts and Literature in Delhi. But what she is most proud of is ^ well 
known daughter, artist Arfmna Caur. 

¥Aj^ATi^our idea of perfect 
I* V happiness? 

' Pi‘rfcN’t fiappjiv'ss' is an 
illusion. 'iTw? whole world is in 
pursuit of (his illusive mirage. 

What is your latest fear? 

I’ain, pnysic.il or mental, of the 
person I love most: my daughter 
Aroana. 

Who or what has been the greatest 
influence in your life? 

I Wits not fortunate enough to 
have any 'influence' because then 
life becomes easy, you get ready- 
made rule models. 1 learnt it all the 
hard way, travelling on my own 
ban? feet. 

What do you dislike most in 
ofliers? 

Deceit, because 1 am a very 

and lark 


tru.sting person Also, lies anc 
of integrity. 

What do you dislike dtosi in 
yourself? 

Whenever I inadveitently or 
unknowingly hurt anyone. 

What is your most precious 
possession? 

My daughter 
Arpana, a creative 
genitLs, a saintly 

f erson. Somebmes, 
look into her 
large, de€?p, brown, 
mellow eyes and 
wonder, * 1 mu.st 
have done 
someihing mally 
nice to liave 
desei^'fd this 
miracle!' 

What obiects do you always carry? 

My glasses, a .small rosarjv four- 
five pens, and my Press card. For 
long joumey.s and holida 
bai. 

ensp nic«-’smelling .shiH’t*? of 
r. 

I makes you most depressed? 
My daughter's tears. Iter 
'Steal pain. 

hat do you dislike most on your 
appearance? 

r don't exactly dislike them. Bui 
at times the foohrteps of time on my 



What is your 
source of 
sustenance? 

Myself, and 
Arpana 


lys a 

;1 ot books, a !oi ot rres>h pt!ns 


atti 


phys 

Wha 


face and body depress me because t 
let so much of precious time go 
waste. 

What is your favourite word? 

'Love', 'Ccanpassion' and Total 
Integrity'. 

What is your 
favourite 
joueney? 

Our yearly travel 
(me, my daughter 
Arpana, her 
husband 

Harinder and our 
little Pekinese) to 
some remote little 
village where no 
newspaper ever 
arrives, where no 
telephcme ever 
bnJdes. And a deserted guest 
house, perched iti the lap of lurii 
foliage, thick fotests and high 
mounlAins around covered With 
snow. 

What if your favourite dream? 

Which one? The one that you 
weave ift ytnir half-woiictng hours? 
Or the ni^tmarra you pa.ss 
through in. your half-sle*ro? 

What is your nightmare? 

My daughter's unhappiness and 

What or who is the greatest love of 


your life? 

My daughter Arpana. 

What is your source of 
sustenance? 

Myself, and Arpana. 

On what occasions do you lie? 

When I am having a terrible 
headache or feeling exhausted, I 
request the .servant to tell the caller 
that I am not at home, feeling 
guilre all the bme. Never, for 
anything ei.se do I lie. I hate 
untruths, half-truths. 

What is your greatest regret? 

Having wasted 13 precious 
yeans of my life trying to tread the 
traditional path chalked out by my 
mother's mother and all their 
grandmothers. Being lost in my 
own pain and angui^, I must nave 
caused great deprivabons in 
Arpana^ childhood 


Arpai 


at has been your happiest 
moment? 

Any new painting ^ Arpana, a 
new b(X)k of mine 1 Ot, when I sail 
gainst tlie wind and hold my 
ideologies sacred. 

What tears to your eyes? 

Memories of ail flie people who 
k»ft and went their way; my 
younger daughter Candy, my 
motlWi; my rather. And, 
undeserved kindness from life 
from friends. 

How do you relax? 

With books, films. 

What do you envy most in oActa? 

Basically, 1 never feel any envy. 
But Irk) wonder at times when I- 
find Arpana working fiuou^out 
the day, or my fellow writers 
churning ouihprofound books at 
such speed. Then my iown laziness. 
and shortcomings make me feet 
uneasy. 

How would yoii like to he 
remembered? 

As a brave wotfian who fought 
her own battles and was ■ 

coiiccined about the integrity with ■ 
which she fought them. 

How would you like id die? ' 

Quickly, peacefiilty, paintost^y, 
without troubling others. 
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Specially your favourite Duke 
I T-Shirt. So comfortlrr'g, that it’« 
hard to give up, even while 
meditating. The exquisite fabric 
blends with International styling 


A 


1 


make It quite I rr e 1 1 stable, even to 
the most ascetic. Now choose from 
a colourful range of plains, stripes, 
prints and Jacquards. And be on 
your way to Nirvana. 
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Postmortem 


The New Stars 

a ‘The Qumglrn Profile 
Ot the Rim SUHtsHlAt^ 
tt) was inteiesting. The 
film industry; like any 
other industry, is beoomr 
ing proiessii^l and it 
should not come as a sur¬ 
prise il boys and girls 
nom affluent, prmfigious 
backgrounds aedde to 
make a career in films. 

I agree with Taran 
Adarsh that it is a healthy 
sign that actors and 
actresses from good fami- 
bes are entering films giv¬ 
ing this profcsnon a social 
legitimacy; because films 
were always shunned by 
the middle class and only 
those who were really 
needy dared to enter the 
studios. 

But times have 
changed. Avinash 
VVadhawan (who has 
starred in fihns like Meera 
Kfl Mohan and Balnw) had 
come to Bombay to collect 
his MBA degree and land¬ 
ed up danc^ and 
singing in films. 

Being educated, of 
course, does not mean 
diat present-day actors 
and actresses are better 
performers than dieir 
peers. How qftialified was 
Kaj Kapooi; one of Indian 
dnema's greatest actors? 

Yet, he went on to por¬ 
tray some of the most 



Manrta KuHuimfc Oaaf clBsf bhasfia 


moving characters on cel¬ 
luloid. 

Piyali Biiknu, 

Idiafmr (W.B.) 


are miitc proud of that 
fact. It's only Indians who 
consider speaking in 
English a requirement for 
smartness. 


V Speaking in Engjiidi is 
no mg deal. Lotdi at world 
dnema: how many adors 
and actresses amverse in 
English? They all speak in 
thw mother tongues and 


< Mamta Kulkami is 
after all acting in Hindi 
films where she has to 
utter dialogues in Hindi 
and it little matters 
whedier she knows the 


Queoi's langua^ or not. 

It b mean on dw part of 
her co-stais to m^ fun 
(rf her because she cannot 
talk in Engiidi. And may I 
ask how many of diese so- 
called convent educated 
starlets ever going to act 
in English films? 

S.lhui, 

Cuttack 


n Education alwayrs 
helps. At least it nudces 
one very confident cd one¬ 
self. Look at Amitabh 
Badidian. He is a brilliant 
actor, has impeccable 
good looks, a towering 
ndglit and he is also edu¬ 
cated and weU read. It 
was for nothing that he 
became a screen god. The 
confidence with which he 

r ' Le and acted made the 
acters he enacted look 
real and omvincing- 
Soffmalii Mukherjee, 
Calcutta 


® HierB was a time when 
parents wanted their sons 
to be eidier doctors or 
engineers; profession.s 
which spelled i 
and re^ectabiJ 
But nowadays'if the 
child has interest in films 


i prestige 
'ility. 


and acting he/she is not 
discourag^. Parents 
think more progies.sively. 
Monetarily also, it is a 
very fulfilling profession. 
Santosh Dey, 

Calcutta 
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KARAN THAPAR gained fame as the "juvenile 
delinquent" who hara.s.sed government minis¬ 
ters in Khultt Manch. Tixiav, a quieter, more 
mature Thapar, is head of llome TV’s program¬ 
ming, and a major power in the world ot televi¬ 
sion. 
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PROFILING HARIHARAN whose album, 
Calonud Cousins, is doing great business, 

Karan Thapar 
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CcveT^to^ 

The Greying 
„ ef 

Karan 

Thapar 

The bad boy of Indian television grows up. 

Seema Goswami reports 

THE F[RST IHING THAT STRIKES YOl I ABOUT KARAN TH- 
apar is how much thinner he looks in real life. Dwarf¬ 
ed by the large desk behind which he sits, Thapar 
resembles nothing more than a one-size-too-small 
version of his television self. 

The tight polo shirt outlines a concave stomach, 
thin arms protrude from half sleeves, and the tautjaw- 
line proclaims a person who has never had a problem 
sticking to a diet (in Karan's case, it consists of starv¬ 
ing himself during the day, and then pigging out at 


Karan Thapar on tha EysMnneaaahow 













A apfldai Hindi broadcast of the BBC NewLproducad for the firvt time in South Asia; on Home TV 


dinner). tVhich is jast as well if you 
remember the adage diat a television 
camera adds ten pounds to your frame. 

Level your gaze higher and you 
notice the grey. These days, Thapar 
favours a Marine-style crew cut, but 
even then it is difficult to miss die fact 
that Karan's hair is more white than 
black. And that it, coupled with the 
wire-rimmed glasses that he sports, 
gives him the gravitas that goes well 
with his new role as thief of 
programming of the Home TV 
channel. 

But what stays with you is Thapar's 
stillness Sitting ramrod straight in his 
chair, he tmly moves to answer the 
telephone, or to jot down little notes to 
himself. Presumably, diese have to do 
with the Home TV programmes 
running on the television screen in 
front of him, with die sound turned 
down. 

Other than that, however, what 
characterises Karan most is lack of 
movement. It's almost as if he is 
preserving all his nervous energy for 
better thii^ than just another 
interview; even if he is on die other 
side of the media fence, as it were. 

This is a very different Thapar from 
the one we are used to seeing on our 
television screens. On TV, l^ran 
comes across as both excitable and 
exdtir^ as he persists with a line of 
questioning wnidi his subjects clearly 
nnd uncomfortable. His eyes gleam 
behind his spectades as his 
interviewees squirm awkwardly, and 
he burly choitin with glee as he pins 
6 


them down with that immortal line: 
"But, you're not saying no!" 

But this new Karan Thapar is very 
different. He answers all queries in a 

S uiet monotone, makes his point with 
le minimum fuss, and even 
provocative questions don't irk him. 
You can't help feeling that if he was 
any more laid-back, he'd keel right 
over. 

Ask him about the chanw in his 
persona, and Thapar merely says, 
"Yes, 1 have become a little smoother, 
that initial gawkishness has 
disappeared. But then. I am older, 
more confident, and more at case with 
myself " 

I t IS hard to believe that this is the 
man who was once described as a 
"juvenile delmquent" by veteran 
politician George Fernandes. Hie year 
was 1990, the programme was Khula 
Mendt, and at issue was Thapar's 
persistent style of questioning which 
was completely alien to the emos of 
Indian television, as it was then 
defined. 

Certainly, nobody expected that a 
young, foreign-educated television 
^lunalis*. could go on Doordarshan, a 
government-controlled channel, and 
give ministers and senior 
parliamentarians a hard time. VVhen 
Karan did just tiiat, tiie protests came 
loud and dear. And before Hiapar 
knew what was happening, his 
reputation as ^ enmt terrible of 
b^ian TV had been established. 

Not diat Karan has any regrets on 


the .score. Ask him how he reacted to 
Fernandes' now-famou-s put-down, 
and he smiles benignly. "I didn't mind 
at all," he says. "After all that one 
phrase made me both notorious and 
famous. So, I'm quite grateful to 
George for that." 

But how did It feel meeting 
Fernandes after he'd made this 
statement? "Oh, I meet him all the 
time," says Thapar. "There's no 
problem at all. In fact, lust the other 
day 1 was telling him mat t was now a 
'senile delinquent'", he adds, laughing. 

But Thapar dismisses the 
suggestion that he set out to provoke, 
or try .something new on Indian 
television with a view to making a 
name for himself. "This was not a 
deliberate ploy," he says. "It's just that 
1 am a persistwt sort of person, so I 
kept at people until they answered my 
question. And the strong reaction I 
provoked merely convinced me that 
people in India were not used to this 
style of questioning. But thinra have 
changed substantidly since men." 

Ai^ Thapar has played a major role 
in bringing about ttw chat^, ivith his 
performances on botii The Ctwl Sham 
and Eyewitness. It was Thapar who 
taught us tiiat it was okay to pin down 
an interviewee even if you ended up 
making him look fboliw on 
nation-wide television; or even if rou 
ended up lookup boorish yourself. 
That being kind was not an 
interviewer's skiU; being iiKisive was. 
And that keeping a subji^ off-balance 
was as inqiortant as putting him at 




A scene from Safer, produced by Home TV Grilling Manmohan Singh on the EyeWItnasa show 


enae. 

Thaf's not to say that Thapar always 
got tho baianct' right. One famous 
interview with the then Prime 
Muuster, Chandra Shekhar, earned 
him a lot of flak even thou^ Koran 
himself was nut conductmg it; a 
reporter on the EifeWitnesb team was. 

Carried away, perhaps, by the 
momentuoushess of the occasion, the 
young man burst out: "Mr Prime 
Minister, why don't you comb your 
hair?" 

Chandra Shekhar froze on camera, 
a look of absolute fury cm his face. And 
theiv curtly informing his interviewer 
that this was not the kmd of question 
to ask a Prime Ministei, he stalked off 
camera. 

Most people agreed with Chandra 
Shekhar. And criticism of the 
EyeWitness interview mounted, as 
people expressed thdr horror at this 
cavalier treatment of the head of 
government. And even though 
Thapeu was nut directly responsible 
fur what was seen as a world-class 
pffe, some of the flak was directed at 
Kim as well. 

But like a veteran journalist, even 
several years after the event, Karan 
stands by his .story. "At the time, it 
was a Icgihmate questior<, even 
though many others thought it was 
imTOitinent," he says. "If you believe 
in the dignity of a particular office and 
you feel that the incumbent is not 
upholding it, then you have the right 
to ask such questions." 

So, if he were interviewing A.B. 


Vajpayee or H.D. Deve Gowda today, 
would he ask him .such a question? 
Tliapar thinks for a moment. "No," he 
says finally, "I wouldn't." 

K aran Thapar was bom to a life of 
privilege and good fortune on 
November .5,1955. And like most 
upper-cla.ss boys of his background — 
his father went on to become the Anny 


Chief of Staff—Karan was sent off to 
boarding school once he was out of 
short pants. In his case, it was Doon 
School, where Thapar spent six years 
(from 1966 to 1971). 

Tliat was the extent of Karan's 
education m India. In 1972, he was 
enrolled in one of the most prestigious 
public schools in England, Stowe, 
where he remained till 1974. Then, it 
was on to Pembroke College, 
Cambric^e, where Thapar studied 
Politics, Imilosophy aiul Economics 
for his degree. In 1977, Karan moved 
to Oxford wheie he did his 
fmst-graduate degree in International 


Relations. 

This was a great time for Thapar. 
Not only did he shine academically in 
his Oxbndge years, he was also 
ekxied the President of the 
Cambridge Union (a debating 
.soaety); his counterpart at C^tord at 
the time was the young Benazir Bhutto. 

Eventually, though, Karan had to 
leave the world of academia behind 


and begin looking tor a |ob With his 
qualifications, it wasn't difficult to 
hnd, and Thapar began working for 
ihe hundon Times as its West Africa 
corresponcient. He moved to Nigeria 
in 1980 and remained there for two 
years, dtnng a series of articles on the 
ineffidency of the local government 
Nut surprisingly, die authonties 
expelled him from the oiuntry in 1982 
So, it was back to England, where 
Karan began working on the features 
deskoftheTimrs But the print media 
couldn't hold hi.s attention for ever, 
and Thapar soon joined I xindon 
Weekend Television as 


In fact, it often seems that there are two Karan 
Thapars on television. First, there is the stem figure 
clad in a Jermyn Street shirt who will brook no 
nonsense from politicians and ministers. And then, 
there is the easy-going, smiling chap in a polo shirt, 
who laughs only too readily 








Karan Thapar 

"correspondent, producer, editor". 

Here, ho work^ on such current 
affairs programmes as Eastern Eye, 
Weekend World, 'The WrHd This 
Weekend and Whitehall. And he ended 
up interviewing such hrst-division 
subjects as Rajiv Gandhi, General 
Zia-ul-Huq, General En^ad, such 
British ministers as Michael Heseltine, 
and his old friend, Benazir Bhuttc 

But jast when things were going 
swimmingly for Thapar, everything 
went terribly wrong. Karan's wife, 
NLsha, who nad a very successful 
career m the City working for such 
organisations as Merril Lynch and 
Morgan Stanley, and was then 
executive director of National 
Westminster Bmk, was diagnosed 
with encephalitis Flown back to 
London, sne went into coma in 24 
hours, from which she never 
iecovenrd 

Devastated by hoi loss, Karan tried 
hard to put hts life together again. 

"My wife and I had decided to cxime 
back to India when we had children," 
he says today. "After she died, I had to 
decide what I wanted to do now that I 
was on my own. The choice was 
between returning to India within a 
year or staying on in England for 
good.' 

In 1990, the decision was made 


Fernandes once described Thapar as a ‘juvenile delinquent’ 


easier for him when Rajiv Gandhi— 
who was keen that Thapar return to 
India—intrcxluced him to^obhana 
Bhartaa, editorial director of TTie 
Hindustan Times, who intended to 
diversify into television soon. 

So, Karan came back to India for a 
trial run, during which he spent some 
time working with Doordarshan. At 
the end of a three- month period, he 
decided to come back home for good, 
set up H'l'V and forge a career for 

It was Thapar who 
taught us that it was 
okay to pin down an 
interviewee even if you 
ended up making him 
look foolish on 
nation-wide television; 
or even if you ended up 
looking boorish 
yourself. That being 
kind was not an 
interviewer’s skill; 
being incisive was 



himself in Indian television. 

I n retrospect, it was a wise move. 

Today, Thapar is one of the most 
respected interviewers on Indian 'TV, 
and is numbered among the most 
personable anchors. Ilis handling of 
news stories on F.yeWitness has shored 
up his journalistic credentials, and on 
The Chat Show he has proved that he is 
just as good at the lighter side of life 
In fact, it often seems that there arc 
two Karan Thapars on television. 
First, there is the stem figure clad in a 
jermyn Street shirt who will brook no 
nonsense from politicians and 
ministers. And then, there is the 
easy-going, smiling chap in a polo 
shirt, who laughs only too readily. 

So, which IS the real Karan Thapar? 
'[he man will not entertam any such 
questions. "How can you 
compartmentalise people like that?" 
he asks "Both these personas are part 
of me. A man is made of many parts: 
wit, repartee, intelligence are all 
combined in the same person." 

Despite his success—or perhaps 
because of it—Karan has his share of 
critics. According to diem, ThapaTs 
advantages —his upper-class 
background, his foreign education— 
are, in fact, his biggest disadvantages. 
They say that Karan is too up-market 








Karan Thapar at work: Too up-markot for Indian television viewers? 


tor Indian tc-levisian audiences to 
idcntifv with or even bo comfortable 
with hmi. And that, he often doesn't 
understand what an Indian audience 
wants t(i see on the small screen 

Thapar, however, has little patience 
with such talk "I don't think that iny 
persona is a handicap," he says 
lorcetully "Au^hl•ncos don't respond 
in terms of i.onteiit. but of st>'le "They 
respond emotionally and intuitively 
The theatre and drama of television is 
what jioople see ho, 1 dcm'l think that 
there IS anv problem of my being 
perceived as to»i up-markot " 

Karan does admit to one handicap, 
though his inability to speak Hindi in 
a formal inten-iew-style situation But 
that isn't as much of a problem as it is 
made out to be, he says "There is a 
large audience tor English language 
correnl affairs programmes," says 
Tlijpar, 'Though people still prefer 
entertainment m their own languages 
Anil don't torget, there are a large 
number ol satellite households, 
whose members aspin to speak 
English, and will watch programmes 
in that language '' 

'I hapar s own programm** on 
Home TV, hi Eochs, is conducted in 
Hinghsh, a mixture of Hindi and 
English that works surprisingly well. 
His first subject was Sunjay Dutt. who 
spoke movingly of his experiences in 
jail, his drug addiction, and hi.s 


struggle to come to terms with both 
Clearly, Thapar is trying to correct 
the impression that he is yet another 
Brow'n Sahib and a misfit in a world 
where Zee TV rules thi’ roost And he 
couldn't have chosen a better vehicle 
than 1 lome TV in that eftort 

M arketed as a "family oriented 

fun channel", or as they call it in 
Hindi, the "mazciiaar channel. 1 lome 
TV IS targeted at ths* Hindi-.speakmg 
audience '1 he only English 
programming is on otter after 11 pm, 
when an English drama is telecast for 
on hour (in the first week. Home TV 
U-lecasl r.dward and Mr.s Swif)> ou, a 
series iin the British king who gave up 
his thione to marry an Aivii;rican 
divorcee) Other than that, it'' Hindi 
all the way 

And that’s not going to change in 
the future either, because as Thapai 
explains, "that would ditfust' the 
market focus" But 1 lome TV does 
intend to carry out reguhir sure ei's t< > 
find out what their view ers wiiiild like 
lOM'e, and commission programmes 
accordingly 

As the man who decides what gets 
on ti< Home TV, Karan has his plate 
full His workday - ■ ■ which c-xlends 
from 9.30 am to 8 30 pm— is devoted 
to watching pilots and reading scrijns 
that have been submitted lor his 
approval. And then, of course, he has 


to keep .ir eagle eve on that 'IV set in 
Ins room, which is lorever tuned to 
HomeTV 

t veil at home, 'I'h.ijiai sjiends a lot 
o! time in trout ot the lek'vision set, 
keeping abreast d hr. competition 
1 lis tcicoiiritejiTogiamriies he says, 
niiiiide/HMenii liinihiiii. J nni. Ratu’fji 
April /iiiiitanJ I h'kh Rhiii LU'kh He also 
enjovs w atchmg Riiprihi! XUiipihIu, and 
the* news < >11 both I )< mi darshan I and II. 

Hill since w atchmg '1V is also 
aniillic'i kind ol work, how does 
Thapar rtTax^ 

"Well, I jilav scjuash every 
weekend And 1 like UMciing when I 
have the time," he sav's 1 lis taste m 
hooks extcTidstnim ticfuin to 
buigr.iphies and .uilobiog,raphi<'s 
And he’s jus! limshed re.icbng ITiirlwy 
the lu'vel .iboul theC linton 
Candul.KS, vvnllen bv an atumvmous 
aiilhoi. who o as a|.ip.iienllv an 
inijmiTanl lignie in die ( hiilon 
c.impaign team 

Piiipai li', c‘s alone in I )>T!,i, taking 
linu" ott e\ er V us ek to \ isii Ins mother 
who slays in ht’i l.irmlmiise m 
t’hhiil.irjHii Hot no lu- s.iys, he is not 
lonely, iie's got used to I'.'ing on his 
own after his will died '\iul anyway, 
hov\ can you be loiu'i-. vclieri llieTV 
sel IS lo:.'\ ei on, and the phone 
tiillows you wherever \ ou go?fl 
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Death Becomes 




/ivfr^tc/s from 
SilciU NX’lii.^pcM'.s, 
the first murder 
mystery ivritten 
by LIU iUiiiau 
it'omuu 


r.vl fatHuIJ'rnm 

hr Stijula Sahnis. 
Published hr .ilktt 
Paperbneks. 


v;.i slowlv ki’pl the phi>tu* down and 
■ tred at ll\e wall <.)ppiisito hini 1 le 
J not see the tawdn’ M F' I liisain 
print noi llie .heaper oil painting 
1 an impossihlv eonvoluted lior^e 
Wlial Ins man troni IVIln had just 
ti'ld him v\as . disturbing In tart, ii 
w bliiodv tlini’V ind heliad to 
(I. d (>(il vvh.it this I'uuld mean 
lelli'v had to be told about it and that 
loo soon enoui’h lUil what the hell 
did It MI-AN? it surely was not a 
( oiiii'ideni.e aii(.i it it v^a^. not then 
•lii'ie v\as <-omethine bloody si'rewv 
going on He wouki have to think 
this over very earetiillv 

\'init lasLially threw his eoat 
down on the armchair and went to 
th.' oirne: inahoganv bai to open a 
I ola lor hiinsell from the mini tridge 
What will von have Dad'’" 
Nothing, voii go ahead " letlev 
i(iiielly looked at his son—in these 
I.isi yi-ars the last vestige^ of the 
\ ulncable \outh liad vamshi’d His 
son his 2()-year-old son was instead 
ti handsome man, considered to F»e, 
he knew, as one of the most eligible 
bailielors in Bonibav I le also knew 
that lie was much in demaiul as a 
painter, with socialites vying lor eaih 
and every one ot Ins canvasses. He 
stared for a long time at that beloved 
taie, once so waim and loving and 
now full of strength, yes, but also 
liaid, unkind almost Vinit had 
insisted that he did not want to )oin 
till' lamily business, and ]elley had 
li'l him V’lnit had been determined to 
live sepeiati’ly- - in tpiite a pokey 
leiiaie flat in Malabat Hill whose 
only plus seemed to be that it had a 
lantcistu sea-viow and a glorious 
amount ot light And Jetley had 
given m on that too, never asked 
whv he couldn't slay with his father 
in the huge mansion that was 
Kamvilas 

"So, you w'cre going to discuss 
something about Devina, weren't 


you?" N'lnit seemed iinpatienl. 
restless, looking like a bird captive m 
a rage 

‘.She wants to marrv, Vinit " 
Sharplv Vinit turned. She has 
toUl I'ou that 

"No but slie will soon, I know ' 

'I .see," Vmil noddcvi iroriiLally, a 
tinge ol contempt in thi' tune as lie 
coldly looked at bis fatlier 
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'Infornuilioii courtesy Apa ol course 
Bui ruayb*' Ag.i is wrong, rnavbi' Dcs'u 
IS |ust Kjving a nici' lling -- girls do that 
you know ' 

Not Dovina, \'init. vou know 
that" 

1 li‘ casually loped in the sota in 
flout ol his tiither, a picture ot relaxed 
disinlon-st, only the nerve ticking in his 
left )a\v aiivl his slightl>' clenchecTlisl 
gave him away 

So \vh ) IS the iiiiin this time^" 

‘\ I )i‘lhi bov Sanieer Minocha " 
Any KOoJ'' I'm sure you. dogs 
must h.ive loiind out all about him by 
now ■ 

letley ignoied the thinly veiled 
insult and )iis! said, ' He seems Ui be " 
And s(' lire \ou going to giye 
llii ni youi blessings' Nl.iybe d won't 
tome to that 'sii(ipose something 
happens to poor S.imeei, gist the way 
it happeiieil to Suneel and < ’lOyilKH" 
It u.is sai.t i.ottK, veiy sottlv, vet it 
1 lulle(.l lelli’v tn,glilened him 

Mo " ill -..lid hiirshlv 'Nothing is 
I'.omg to happen this time, did vou 
he II' nothing Mo one is going to liarin 
Sanus I 111 any nav, 1 am going ti' see 


Snjata Sabnis; Plotting murder 
to it" 

All yes, )iisl the way vou sa 
with the pool ex bovtneiids ot 
1 )ev ina?" 


1 hat was diljeienl, 1 1 was not 
prepaied But thi*- lime 1 im, and let 
me tell you that 1 have alie.ulv put two 
men onto Minocha to pioleclliim 
X'liiit staled at his lather loi a long 
time betim* tinning avva\, a carelul 
li'ok on h's t.icc 

But yon also have to think about 
what will hap|ieii it Dinma gels 
m.iined to this guv hu[<pose it makes 
hei in Svinie wav 

n'memher things she has lorj;otten? 
Have you lliongiil ol tli.if” 

lircillv Ictlev lubbevl his Unehead, 
^oll think 1 haven't'' But she has a 
right to be h.ipj’v loo, she has had a 
I'lovulv shitty lite M,i\be she won't 
renieniliei aig thing ev ei but it she 
dc>es I'll tell vou one thing" (''me again] 
lie gave a h-iid stale lu his son, "1 11 see : 
to It llial nv' one anil I niiMH no one 
- hainis liei I'll t.iki'(iiiv'ol her I'll 
protect hei " 

SoltK said his son, 'I'lial could'put 
yoii in a kind ol a dangei loo, have 
von ihoiighi iiboiil lli.itr" 

letley staled at the oj-iposile wall 
vvlieie a piciiire (i| his biollii’r and 
Maiuiiam.i Imng right above llie 
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mdntlt'pifco and th»-n l.in't! Vimt 
'!(il doi-N, I'm jiropari’d tor that 
Uh> For li>i) lorij:; 1 navo b*’fn afraid, 
afraid all tha tinu* Now I am );oin); 
to think only about Dovu's 
happinuss Nothinp; olso No one 
else." 

M<‘ looked at his >t)n'.s tense face, 
saw him f.iilj' down the coke After a 
moment Vinit .said, ' So why have 
ymii tailed me here'”' 

Dot'll wants hei taiiiilv to meet 
Sameer Which means you and me " 
You, oj course But why me? " 
■ybu arJ^ier cousin, \'iiiil She 
loves you " 

‘Yeah, hut onlv till she doesn't 
remember, riy,ht?" 

Amar didn't bother to answer, 
looked quietly at the tij;ht, -.arcastic 
face ot his son Alter a mornenl. \’mit 
looked away, shrugged, jiioki-d up 
his coat 'Cfh well, airq'hl, I w'U! he 
there I suppo.se I am . interested .111 
meeting Inis Sameer'' 

1 le smiled thinly aiul with a curt 
nod walki'd aveav. All ot a sudden, 
letley tell tired, very tired Sis rets, so 
many secn-ls, tndden from his son 
from Det'ina, horn the world 

S'cn'ts which he couldn't allovy' 
to come out- tliev yvould ili-stioy 
evervlhing he hned, every'lhing he 
had built up But secrets .ilso wen* a 
dead w'eight, they sapped your soul, 
made it teei impossible to cairy on 
F-fe sighed and laving his heail back, 
closed his eyes No matti 1 what the 
eosi, he woold see to it th.it tFii.-. 
secri't vyoLild remain where it -.iiould 
be—m the deepest, darkest lorner 
ot Ins lieart No one would know 
about It ever, not ever 

W ell. i\ga, what have you lounil 
out? It sounds urgent What is 
it?" 

"You know Mr letley that mv 
m.in had gone to Delhi io dig out 
more slutf about Sameer Minocha 
Wei , he loiind out a curious tact" 

A hesitant pause slrelchoil too 
long made letley impatient ' (.)kav, 
W'hal was this l.n t ket's hear it " 

Aga shrugged and y*\,rin.jly 
said, ' Mv man t.ilked to Sameer's 
friends - you know, |usl fishing 
around .And he diseov<’red 
that well Sameer had a be.st tiiend 
who is now mi..sing tor the last teyv 
months " 

"Who''' 

bcittly Aga intoned, Clovind 
Ankalesana -Devina's boyfriend 
who. disappeared ' 

C.ovind's best triend’’ Sameer is 
Covind's best friend?" stunned, 

Jetley fell as if his teet was standing 
on shifting sands "1 don t believe it! 




Stoicailv Aga shook his head, I 
don't think so Mr letley and nor do 
you But inv job is to gel mloimalion 
tor you It's your lieadaelie to inter it 
anv way yini w.int All 1 lan tell you 
IS that S.imeei and Cawind were not 
)ust friends, hut leal thick ones ■ 
you know right from tlic school ilays 
tiplo College kinds, more like 
brolhiTS " He hesilaled loi .1 miiment 
and poinlfil out, "Look, rn.ivbe 
belore lumping to eoiicliisions, you 
shi'iild chei k out with 1 >evma Who 
knows he may h.iie mentioned it to 
her and she didn't bi'lhei to tell you 
ahoulit" 

Mutely letley noddeil, I'li go to 
her flat immediately I must get to 
the bottom of this I'll call you back ; 
latei" 

I etley' slowly kept the phone ilinvn | 
and briell, ordered lor his eai on 
e intercom But before that he must 
phone up .someone and tell this ninv 
development. He briefly talked on j 
the pFione, and looking at his yyatch, j 
yvalked out of the room Within ; 
minutes he was wbi/t/.mg past the | 
impii.sing gates of Kamvilas toyvards . 
Marine Drive He hoped 1 >eynna 
would be iheie at home--and .ilone j 
He quietly looked at Devina i 


sitting like .1 kilti-n iin the sol.i, 
drcssi'd up III a simple lottoii s.ilwar 
kamee/ and looking very pretty 
Dey 111,1 I w.ml you to tell me 
somellimg Dili y'oii ever tell Samei’i 
about * lovind 

In a hesit.int suit lone slie s.ikI, 
^ou nie.in llie tail that I vy'a.-. going 
steady i\ ith hirn 

'Ses I )nl you tell him'*" 

Yes, 1 did. in lad, I told linn as 
soon .IS 1 thought tli.it lit v.as gelticg 
set ions .iboiil Hie And hi- loUl me 
.ibout Ills p.ist atl.iiis Wliy do you 
ask?" 

He iiisi'.led, "lioii told him 
(lovmd’s lull ii.iine tsoviml 
Ankiiles.iri.i''" 

Now she .seemed to be tealiv 
pu/,/led. Yes 1 did, in tael, I eyen 
asked him whether he had met 
(!oy mil III I >elhi < lovmd did his HA 
troin St Stephens S,iineer is alsi) 
taim the same college, von see " 

'.And yyh.il liid lie say?" 

Sameer .said that he couldn't 
a-allv rememhei ,inv smli studi-nt, 
thinigh ot I oiiise he may have seoii 
him .iroiind the campus 

Jetley ilemhed his liand .ind 
yvilh an abrupt nc-J said, i think I 
must tell you -.omelhmg whicii 1 
found viul today A a tru-nd ot mine 
lame Irom Delhi and it seems he 
knows the Mmocha family very 
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wfil 1 Ir \''.is iMsi li'llini’, iMi‘ .iln/iii 
tlii’m III’ ini’iilU'i' ‘li (li.il 

Siiii'.i’i’r'i I •'•'•I tni’nil u'li’' i) Ik'v I'jllcil 
i .(ivinii Aiikali’s.iri.i' lollev 

p.Ulsril l)t'i.lVlK iMlil ill. n I’ll ullt, 
mil til il llii-. Inn i*. iiiissiii^' lin ihr 
[i.ivl linv nunilli'.' 

Slit-jiiil liiiin-il ii’liil'* 
iiini tui .1 long timr w.is mU>ii! TIu’n, 
n'llti iin i>b\ iiiii-. I'llorl '.lu' ninl. An* 
•'(Ui (I'llinn nil* tli.it S.iniffi not only 
i.iww (’.oviiiil bill tli.il he w.is .ilso 
hl^ bi"-.t trii’iiil ” 

Vc'. 

I V.s|irr.it<'lv slir .ii;.;ui‘il, Aii’ 
viui Miri' .iboiil till*'? M.ivbo tin*, 
trii'nd 111 yi'ur-^ w i-. mist,ikon, m.ivbo 
lu' w.is t.ilkini; .iboul snini.’ olln.’' 
I'.ovind— llu’U’ must be manv in 
Pt’lbi ■■ 

' IVvii, how m.iin I iov'iiid 
Aiik.ilos.in.i ihi'ii' vi'ill bo wlvi sl,is' in 
Ashok \'ilur .nut .sliidt m Ihr 
dop.irlmoiil of i-isvi'hi'loj'v .it the 
I.'niviMsitv r.impii.s'* I chivkod, you 
know" 

Sill' w'.i.s binvildon-d now', 
bi'wildorcd iind worriod ' But thon 
why didn't S.imei‘r iiii’ntion it to 
mo?" 

I don't kiuivi, Povm.i, vou toll 
mo- vvhv didn't lio’" 

1 just ilon't undor.sl.uul this |. I 
ovon .snowoii him .i photo of Ciovind 
jnd ho didn't s.iy ,i word 


Which nio-in.s vou h.ivo to lind 
out vvhv not, .ind find out piolty t.i.st. 
You h.ivo to know wh.it this boy 
ro.illv Wiiiils Itoni you Why ho hod 
to voii about (lovind.i Poviiu, it 
111.IV hurt, but you havo to think that 
his Duitii'i’s vvoro siispoot " 

loans h.iil st.irtod vvollin^ in tho 
big brown ovos ,is sho huggod 
hor.solf tight .IS it to proloct hor.solt 
fioni an oiiiotioii.il pam 

I .'jn't boliovo tliat, 1 won't 
boliovo it. 'rhoro must bo somo other 
; osplanation- thoiv lias to bo I'll ;isk 
liini tod.iv, riglit now I'll go talk to 
him light now" 

Stubborn iy sho .shook hor head 
1 can tako i.iro ot it nivsolt, I'm i 
big girl now " 

jollov hosit.ilod for a ininuto and 
' thon noddoil Altoi all thoro woulil 
. bo Ag.i's man bohmd hor all tho tr io 
' - - thoy would si'o hor s.ito back 
, hiimo 

S aiiiivi Miiioch.i was tall and truly 
haiidsomo, with tho tranko.st of 
■ .smiios w'hioh had won him mends 
\ throughout hi.s young lito Ho was 
not smiling just now, though Instead 
as ho .sat down w ith .i slump near 
. his cominilor desk, ho thought ot tho 
: torriblo nalt-.in-h.iur ho had )ust 
.spool It had boon ditticult to an.sw'or 
: Doviii.i, it had Inm ovon niotv 


diflioiilt to ovpi.iin And what c.iuld 
ho osplaiiP Could ho havo told 
Pi'viii.i iiboiil C.ov mil's kisl lottor to 
him 111 vvliioh Ilf had told Samoer 
oi'rt.iin Linholiovablo things? Could 
ho havo told Povina about C.ovind'.s 
suspicions"’ Aiul what could ho have 
said .ihout Ills own when liovmd 
had vanished so iiiystoriously? 
Goviiid t. Mice again tiiat n.ime 

ovoki'd m his mmd like a pain. 

nagging, tioublosoiiio, liiirtirig pain, 
(.lovind Ills host triond ot so m.iny 
voars. Ciovind with Ins niischiovous 
gnus and i lover pranks (iovind 
who thought ho v.'.is much smarter 
than most others and somolimos 
novod it too (.iovind who h.id 
ovoil tci prv into other people's 
ail.iirs. loved to lorrol out soirots, 
had alw'.ivs talked grandly about 
information being power 

In those thrt'’o months, ho had 
tried so hard to tiiid out what it was 
that (iovind had ih-scovoiod Ho 
thought ho know now, or ,it lo.ist he 
W.IS Jidlf way there The rest the 
police could lind out perhaps Ho 
would go to thorn lom(>rrow But it 
had been tonihlo to l.uo I 'ovina 
Terrible Sho h.id boon so burl Ilo 
had felt liki- ,i bloodv bool Hut she 
would undiTst.ind f lo would make 
hi'i undi’isi.md It would bo 'or her 
ow'ii good loo rhon- w’oro many 






things w'hii'h slu'dnin't knnw AMuch 
shc‘ should know I Ir w^is .ili.nd Imf 
hf would tell licr. 

Till' kllclll'll li'il'> Illlllil'lt III hlhl! 
liaikiii'^'i. Hir tinii liylit of II .III,lit Ion- 
powcird I'lilh tli'i>it’iii.i II '•liiiil.ui'u li;clit 
(III It iliiik ftiiiiic Jill' In, c irif. II diuiu oj 
i'oiiri'iitiiJtii>!i, hhiiik of nil I xi’h'-inoii:}, 
and oidi/ the ^U'liiiiiiii,; ;.tiiiiii^i'li/, 
f{nv>' nil iiiditntioii at a iiiiiid not ijiiiti' 
!.iiiii'. riic liiiiid.. n'l'ic hiitu/ <liiii fii’iitii^ n 
•iti’cl hnlthi'i kiiifr, jiiinliiiii^ llir 
kiiifr buck iitid fill til on tlir nlini'iifiit'i 
U’llh cold L'tlniciicu ( 'nirtiilli/ the fi^nie 
puked lip tlii^iiije mill tiiiulied it', ed^fe 
It zt'iis './hiip, '.iiiootli, lieniihlul. icil 
hrniitifiil' .'hi excilcd v;''fi ^.jirend on the 
siiioolli liftin' fiue H u’li' ^^oiii^ 

to be fun Wondri fill fun. lo pii'.li tin.': 
iitfii the ilientin^, .lotible ilenlni^ 
bodu otdeai Uniiieer < >/' lu"-. d n'oiild be 
Im'cli/ to 'tee the fein in Sniiieei - f,i 
henr htn •.cieiiin. hi led In', pnin Iddini. 
todny It u'lll be il li'ii-. dilfu nil to 
milt. Ml :rn/ dilfu'iilt ,i'lieii the 
hetiibliii^ linnd'. .neie litehilln ihlnii'.i h 
do wluii lind I ■ be done Sn/f/i/ id'i'.lliny 


a time, the fiyiiie looked oiit'ide ,il the 
peltmy nun, iviiie n diiildirou'ii iniinoiil 
and it'iilked oiil oj Hie dooi The huh hei 
knite ii’ii' •iiilehi lumy in the pinkel'', 
ri'iiili/ iind !('illin;i< to bh'i'd. lo iiinnn. lo 
kill Hefoiv the dooi lehiiieil '.hut, n mfl 
yiy^le lei’irberated uiiind the iiioiii 


S aincL-r Wcis lostU'ss, on .in 

sonu' dwp loii’boding twisting 
his iniicirds I lo was .ilmost suiv ill.it 
hf h.id tound out the tiuth, but lie 
diiln't ii'.illv want to l.uc it no, lo be 
lioni'sl, he w.is .ilr.iiil And not 
bee.iiisc hi' w.is .1 I ow.iid, he u.is 
not, .ind lie<ouli.l IfUe |iis| .ibout 
.in\ thiiij’, but nol in.idiH'ss \'o, he 
W.IS si.iiei .1 ol .1 mind vvhn.li h.id 
ijiiiellx, unknown lo most, beiome 
sl.iik, si.iring m.id 'I'lie mind ol .1 
rLilhless, pitiless killi'i, .ilbeil <1 
hulvleii otii' ,\nil lliere w.is 
somi .lime, else lh.it he sos|ievted but 
ih.il W.IS so lii/.iiie, so (iilbeliev.ibl ■ 
tl1.1l lie didn't w.iiit III even think 
.ibout il So wh.ll else w.is theie lo 
.lo’ 111’ h.id w.iti lied i.lble, he li.i.l 


tried to read a book, nothing 
worked He had triednol lo think of 

I )evm.i and the hui t 111 her eves as 
she had eoiifronted him about 
liiiMiid and that hadn't worked too. 

II was best to havi- an early ilinner, 
e.iriv till him that is and g(' off to 
sleep A(.almpose would help 

lie sw.illowed his C'.ilnipose with 
a gulp and shut oft thi' TX'- the 
I able v\as ailing the old 
1 lili hi oeki.in elassie f‘si/i ho and on 
the SI leen the image ot an unknown 
hand slaughtering the giil m the 
showei was as leriilyiiig .is ever 
Ni'rmallv, he would have loved to 
vv.ilih It, this was one ol his .ill time 
l.ivourili's allei all, but loilay ll'e 
im.ige ol the long, bulehei knite, the 
tren/v and the primeval seream of 
the girl siekeneit him. F’robably 
(.ovind was also killed in a simil.ir 
wav . I le shuddered and on an 
impulse he picked up the phone .iiid 
di.illed STI > He had tliimghl ot 
i.illing his elder sister in Delhi 
tomotrow morning, but something, 
some iiistinet made it impeialive 





that he called her today; just this 
minute After a long nng, Umesh, 
Soniya's husband, picked it up, said 
n a sleepy irritated voice, "Yes, 
hullo?" 

"Sorry to disturb you Umesh so 
late but I wanted to talk to Soniya 
Can you call her on the line? It's 
rather urgent 

Urnesn sounded concerned, 

"Any problems'^" 

"No, none, but it's something 1 
must talk to her about Will you call 
her’’ Is she sleeping?" 

‘No she IS here " 

Sameer hoard static on the line 
and then a soft voice spoke on the 
hone, atfectionale conc'em making 
er sweet voice sharp 

"Sameer, hi, how are you, what's 
up-’" 

It's something very important 
■^miva 1 had to tell you about it 
Didn't want to tell anyone else , not 
light now ' 

What IS it, vou sound funny. 
Ale you suk ot something? Are you 
in sonw kind ot trouble tell me 



immediately Sameer " 

He could hear her voice rising 
with anxiety and hesitantly told her, 

' We...you know why I had come to 
Bombay, didn't you?" 

'Yes, to hunt out Govind " 

"Sonu, 1 think 1 know w'hat has 
happened to him I'm almost sure I 
am near the truth. I found it gist two 
days back .and. and I can tell you 
this it's horrible horrible and scary." 

"What do you mean, scary? 

What have you tound out? Tell mi- 
right now; what the hell have you 
got into?" 

"Govind was murdered, Sonu," 
he said in a frightened whisper, ihe 
horror in her brotlier's voice chilling 
her a thousand miles aw-ay 

‘Murden-d’’ What nonseasi- 
Wlio murdered him, why should 
they murder him, w'hat are you 
talking about?" 

"Why? because he touod out a 
secret belonging to the Jetley family, 
you know those hig industrialists? 

"You mean the family of Devuia 
Jetley whom you an* going around 
with'’ This IS melodrama, Sameei, 1 
don't believe it jetley family's 
secret? And Govind knew if? Whiit 
seref’" 

‘ Sonina, It goes It! years back, 
and it's something sickening, 
something cra/y, mad I suppo.se I 
can tell you though you will find it 
difficult to believe. You si-e 
Sonu Oh shit, wail a minute, the 
doorbell IS ringing, hold on, will 
vou, I'll |usl go and see who it is " 

III' pii’Wit tln' Ml lignin, /u-s /llUll/s 
tiei/Wiiiijj III/ till- kinlf ii'illi iiutn ip-if/im 
Gill/ how hr hulnl Suinivr, luitril him, 
halnl him Thr\/ wrir oil the same, nil 
out to y. moil ml, you louhlii'l lim^l 

imt/our, not imyotu mul trrlumli/ uot ii 

morel tiilkrrlikr thnl h _ii/sidi- 

Huiirrl nhoultl liin'r liiii\’lil him thnl, 
Coi’iml •ihouht hnvr too, hut oiirr nj^nm 
hr luul /il l'll roirwil. Hr ii'iis tim^o/t and 
Driumi was too boft too, that wnn the 
prohlcm She wi/s really miirh Im iitie, 
miirh too mlly -- tlint'a why these 

f _ rrs toi’k uilvniitiii^r But not tor lorn,; 

— not oner he luul wised up lo them 
Suneel and CLWimi had dim omed that 
no one foaled Dei'inii and i^ot away with 
it. Not while Hi was there to teaih them 
a lesson. Today il was Sameer s turn to 
dtseoz'cr just that Tven now when he 
thought of his mealy mouthed ways, the 
sun" lyinf( smtles, the way be had 
totally dazzled Dcvma into behanng 
him - he could puke’ And Sameer knew 
too much, he had found out too much. 

The b _, the b _, the 

b _... with the litany ynwiiig in 

his mind, theftngeis gently touched the 
sharp edge of the knife. Yes, it was sharp 


I enough - today, it had lo he foi today 
I ji'ii.s going lo he the eniietmenl ot The 
I Silence ot the 1 .aiiibs • onlo .Saii/i-i-r 
' K'ijs 11(1 tumh, more like a /aekal how 
I he would lone to hurt him. make him 
I SLieam, make him heg h'l meri y, kill 
I him, kill him. kill him, 

T he door opened an inch as 
Siimeer peered out c>t the safety 
chain This was an imporlanl 
moment, Sameer should not suspect 
anvthing, should open the door. He 
put on his niosl winning smile and 
.'.aid quietly, ‘ Hi, Sameer!" 
j He could see (lu- surprise in 
I Sanieer’s face as well as 
I bewilderment Uiuerlainly Sameer 
i said, ' Hullo oh you lu-ie"'I didn't 
j ex peel yin I here!" 

I I le kepi on sniiling with an 
I effort. It's something important 
I S.imi'er And it's uigenl May 1 come 
in’" 

"Well I was talking, on the 
plioiu- lo l'>i'lhi, but . \’es. (it course, 
come m lust a minute, I'll open the 
satelv chain 

He '•/(■;7'(’(/ m willi ditfieiillu 
lonliollmg the 'puii/Z/iiv; enitemeiil, the 
level lliiil gripped ho. nimde'‘ He knew 
lii'< eyes u ,ie gloiriiiy mul he i ould see 
SfliiK’i'i manng at tl'cni He could see the 
iiisfiihlive lem in that haled lure, the 
glowing iiiieeilamly lluil ■^.imellimg was 
not right '\nil then '•loioli/, '.oftly lo 
piolong the eemasy he ti<ok out the knife. 

He saw Smiieei 's liue giirwing 
while, he saw tern m the darkening eyes 
Still .'sameei did not strm to give up 
hop!', he still (/loiiy/il thill he eoohl not 
he hill nil’ll. He hriiid 'sameer liymy to 
leiison with hmi, Wliiil me you doing, 
don't do this, uimegiir me the knife '' 
He heiird the words ir ;/ m some 
kind of a dream L hi ye.-.. I le would 
lertmnly give the knife to Sameer, that's 
what he had lome lieie tin altei all 
Sameei tried lo grab his hand But't 
would he (»/11(1 use, he knew I fe asi.- 
hlesseii with a nimii, sliengih ul luese 
times he knew / le i aughl hold of 
'siimeei 's hand in an non lellu gitp with 
his light, plunged in the kiiite at lluil 
softest, most vulneiiihle sjiol iii the 
body the stomach 

II was sweet, leal sweet the wau the 
knife WLiil til, sniMihIu, and he 111110 it 
out loT'ing the red spin I whieh lamc out. 
and then he plunged the knite buikmid 
again, and again and again 

(hi the phone nearby .some pmiieky 
female voice kepi on eallmg - Sameer, 
Sameer, Smiieei " Quietly, keeping the 
leecwcr hack he ehiukleil hiipjuly 
Sorry, sweelheml, hut Suiiieer doesn't 
live here anymore he doesii I liw here 
anymore. " U 
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Lfestyle 

FEELING HOT, HOT, HOT 

Hou'can one best cope with the summer heat? Some tips 
from Manisha Gulati 


S ummer is somi'lhing of a tw(v 
fact’d soasoH Consider first the 
positive side The hot weather 
^'raiit.s permission to wear a 
aiinplelelv eomh'rlable wardrobe of 
bare basic piec«'s — a bikini that mij;ht 
wei^li (wo ounces soaking wet, shorts 
with a inictoscopic insi*am, a flutlery 
wisp of a short dress, c.isual Allen Sol¬ 
ly trousers and di’ing away with 
(ughn ties But then there's the nasty 
side of the season. Wi“ want to lx* insi¬ 
de at every possible moment Tlio 
most mundane errand-iunning after¬ 
noon becomes .1 nightmare Tiu' sun 
tricks IIS into iincoi'enngbody parts 
that w»<uld really have benefited from 
some shade and sun-protection 
moisfuriser.s instead And the tact that 
while we're 'en|Oving' the sound of 
the hot winds, w'e're gi'tling buffeted 
by a whole range o( environmental 
hazards 

f'or till- more particulai, these cause 
h.nr t haiiges that \ ould slo a neo- 
punk proud, and put the salons out ot 
Imsin -ss The thallenge is simplv to 
get on ti I the season's goosi side with a 
ba^ii bodv care routine, cold salads, 
water sports (m India, lead swim¬ 
ming) and an escape route While'ad vi¬ 
ce tor a suitable regimi-n and quick 
fises tollcwvs, there's no getting 
iround the tact that summer time liv 





Shading tlio eyes in a pair ot gl.'isscs 

ing isn't as easy a.s it used to be Oh, 
excuse ns, the- light )ust wi-nt out and 
writing in the dark isn't one of our 
stronger points. .And please, doi'vcuse 
the sweat drops lainggoni are the 
days of chilling out in airconditioned 
looms Whc're's the electricity^ f'nter 
geni'iators and invertors 

B ut options now have llimeied 
Mori' and more pc'ople now head 
tor the hillsi >i the more expensive' 
loc'.ili's ot thi' West to spend a cool and 
easy summe'r TweJve noon at the Mall 

Fic.'Sti liuiti.. Mi.'i'ting summer’s 
nutritional needs 


Shiinld you are a.s likely to bump into 
your neighbour as at your local gro¬ 
cer Nainital is an old time favourite 
with North lndians,dnd those in the 
east usually head further cast All to 
arrive at thoir perfect second home 
To land owners the second home or 
the holiday resort really makes sense 
It is m a desirable part of the world, 
where real estate prices should appre¬ 
ciate steadily over the years. Silting on 
your as.set you could even argue that 
it's increasing value is effectively giv¬ 
ing you tree vacations .is you look 
down upon Ihe poor tourists staying 
in the tiberoi 01 the Holiday Inns of 
die Cl iimlry lulls Not loi you the 
21 -day all-inclu.'-ive package that the 
rest of humanity has to c'lidure Says 
Mr Pahwa who owns his little hidea¬ 
way 111 Ndimlal, "Oncx' a year 1 like to 
get away from the hustle and bustle ot 
Di'llu and the power cuts which in 
Greater Kailash happens everyday. 
And staying in a hoU'l is too imperso- 
n.il so I decided tc> invest in this house " 
The Mathur family ot ihrix', on the* 
other hand, pri'fers the plush portal.s 
of a hotel to cater to their needs Says 
the' wite Kaloana, "I don't want to v;el 
away from tne work and heat of Delhi 
only t.i start looking after another 
pl.ice in the lulls even if it's v'lxiler 






Boatinq the heat 

llit're I I’t the luitel dn the work so I 
I .111 h.i\ e .111'.il holiday " And so while 
others sweat m 14 dej'rees heat you 
ean suiihathe in 20 liegrees and Iri'k, 
horsoride .ind tish llul mind you, 
you'ie niissinj; out on the week end 
hinges of the eitv Satiirday night is 
usually spent .it a jnish larmhouse par¬ 
ly whete the re\ ellers are ehiicked into 
the pool hallway through, clothes, 
shoes, lood and all .No one minds and 
no one is sp.ired It's.) perfect end to a 
p.irtv where evi ryone is-,vvi'ating 
their guts I'ul 

Swimming w hen you're prepared 
tor it also provides a tun .ilti’rnative 
With t lulls packed to their gills, hotels 
can aftord to charge iwer Rs 200 for a 
dip (It course some shun this fun in 
the sun tor ver\’ ditfeient rc'asons 
Modc-l Nidhi t'h.idha complains, "I 
can't afford the tar. that comes with it 
Unlanned skin provides the pc'rtect 
canvas for the currc-nl ethereal look of 
mak(’-up. The l.ist thing you w.int to 
do IS fignt the- elements " The unstated 
message here - - less makc>-up means 
skin had hotter be' in bare-able condi¬ 
tion Which can be hard to pull off as 
things heat up. oil produedon shifts 
into nigh gear, perspiration increases, 
ports ciilate and become clogged more 
c'a.sily Make-up artist Pradipto Nandi 
favours a summer palette of tontsi- 
down shades, a transparent shrimp 
tone on the mouth, shell pink blush 
and eyes swept with aiol brown 
shadow He laughs at womens' para¬ 
noia about the sun "Why w'orry," he 
says "non't they know Pigs sweat, 
men perspire, women glow " 


Nainital: The summer retreat 

C.iviMi the eur.'c'nt rage tor croppc'd 
tops, shirts bed high on the midriff, 
and low slung shorts, the likelihood of 
having to bear the prov'erbial 'pale 
white underbelly' has climbed even 
higher of late Men, foitunately for 
them, are not so pre-occupic'd and 
bothcied about customizing their 
colour They'd rathei )usl shade their 
eyes in a pair of Ray-bans. Even the 
advertisement for the glasses stvms 
geared toward the Indian summer-- 
'Revel in the sun under the piotc'clion 
of Ray-ban sunglasses' I lave your 
day in the sun! Styles in hair also move 
from long to short as .m cvposed nape 
becomes the buzzword c>( warmed-up 


scK'ial circles 

Illustrating (he latest chaplc'r in 
fashion's move toward p.iriiig down 
.ind loosc'iimg up, dc-signers cilter .i 
wide array of novel takes on .i ver.sati - 
le loved-tnrough-the-decadc\s classic, 
the white shirt It's not a collection 
about lines and shapes. It's about atti¬ 
tude And th.1t attitude is ibrown- 
logether chic Summc‘r's watchword, 
simplic ity', IS more apt than ever this 
scMSon as jc'ans and a t-shirt is whittled 
away to pastc'ls and tloials Ilie hi'st 
hot weather la.shion fon.'rast follows a 
les.s-is more stiategy, as styles are 
strippc’d down to bare, sun- 
compatible c'ssenti.ils As tashion 
model Stuti Chandcik sjys, "h.ishion 
should be slap-happy in summer and 
cxposi-d seams is the stuff ot which 
summer is made up." Spe.iking of 
which no one can ignore summer 
foods 

Watermelons, mangoc'.s, htchies. 
eherricis (for the lucky onc-s), and 


.-•tiawbeiries (for the M.ihahaleshwar 
returned ones) And lor those vcho 
can't escape the blitzkreig ol soil 
drinks advertisers, there's also the 
Pep.-.i and Coke cans, now l.iuiahed 
Icir the sea.son and trcs-ly .iv.iible lor R' 
I IS Fancy cocktails and Pe.ich hn.ipps 
also become ta vounlc's of bar-goei-N as 
anything cold goes But one bit ot dicta 
ry advice that gels every nutritionists 
approval is loading up on as man\' 
frc'shtruitsand vi*gc‘labli^sas possible 
-- they're low caloric, low tat and 
packed with vitamins, minerals, tibie 
and water And that's about as c'.isv 
and appc'alinga recommeiid.ilion for 
su mmer as one c an get ■ 



BEJAN DARUWALLA 



\ Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

I---1 Iinw* ti'ojvn nut, bf It 

i tomfiiuv i)r tiiiancf, says 

Mcm\ lit vou 
ivill l>o iiilo IravH, Irade, 
j lommission, jiib, businoss 
I ihanp*’ <11 expansTiiii <»r 
' I'vi'n bolli Mars, cnrr|4\', 
■mil Ui.mus, iiispinitiiin, biitb, wurk l<i 
givr v<iu cn'.itivilv, |ov. lovt', travi’l, 
('imliU^^aiiil debnib.'lv iimlracts A tinv 
ivhi'n v‘HiWill will lauix'ls 

Taurus 

April 21 - May 20 

- You will vvini-.ind ilmi', 

biiv and si'll, possi'ss .mil 
also shall', in.ikinp, yon 
warm and Im iil’lc I lu' 
triik IS Itt diMTsily, snw 
I si'Oils ill <ip|iiitUinilv liir 
-- yoiiisi'll and nlhi'rs 
bMi'llrnl tinu' l(ii making; pi-an' viilh iild 
I'lii'inii's (..iiiid nows .mails i'<um 
lloalthwise, also, a f;ii<id .mil snliil wi'i-l.. 
Fako linio nil Irnm work 





Gemini 

May 21 — June 20 

IlidolH'ndonii'111 thiuii^ht 
^ and lU Imn lu'lps yoii In \\ in 
(ho y.anio M.ir*.. mm i:i 
Viuir siy,n, .loii'idliii; In 
VVi'slorn astniluKN. m.ikos 
yiiii piishv Imld and 
assoriivp .md ihal's hnw il 
was mi'.int In bo I.iki tlu' iiiih.itivo, y,i‘l ‘'•'1 
ti) win naiin' .ind lamo ami K' happy with 
voursoll lilts I', .1 y,raitd vvoi'k In f',ol lliin>;s 
diino List ami liinniis 

Cancer 

Juno 21 — July 20 
-- - - ; Ynii i\ ill ho roi lowing, 

W i royisiii);. pot li'oliiii' 

toihnuiiii".. Ii.ivolliii); and 
, vory dolmili'lv ho in .in 
I intriispi'itivo, snul 
I soaiohmg mnnd [’rni;ros. 

.-I IS lorl.im II ynii aro 

propaiod In oliaii>;o ami adapt, tho paro 
around vou will ho truly hootio and you 
nii|>ht bo lorood to hurry your strokos and 
bo ahi.nintoiv toady Lii .iit\ oiiior);oniy 


\Leo 

1 July 21 — August 21 

i:— r • " ~1 The .swi'ot smell of suciOSS 

' ■ * and till' thrill ot ontorprisi* 

will bo yours. This is tho 
rijjht time to load oi oven 
! Itillnw a Rival lo.idoi or bt' 
j ili'vntod to spiitiial attairs 
-1 Yon will nii\ in haloed 
loinpany Kathor raro in our world hove 
I and l oinmiinication onlivon your lite This 
' is tho timo to ROt sot for Iraiol, trade, oon 
i tai'is and lontiaits 

Virgo 

'■ August 22 — September 22 

I ,. - . - atti'illinii to tho 

I w ritloii and the spoken 
j wind Anil also lo.ii 11 In 
j ro.iit hotvi oon tho linos 11 
! IS absoliitoly ivrtain that 
I yotit an ho.idiiiR tor 

I-I'litiiiy and Liino. nnthiiiR 

I will stnp you Bo floMfilo. h.ivi tho 
i inmninn tnuoh It is in yoiii work and at 
] your homo that I'lui will show inaximn'ii 
! I'tfi.'ionov and artistry 

Libra 

I September 23 — October 22 

■ [ - "• ~ ~ — ■ I TiminR, link and 

I rnpularily wilt ndo with 

II you louinov, I'l'teniony, 

\ I pilRnmaRo and piiblioity 

I mrS ' ('hould bo tuirdlinR. 

, j I Fsivoiirs lan be asked .in<t 

' ■ ' Rivoii most happily Ion 

will bo ideally .suiti'd tor rrsi'.irrn work or 
I any other experiment and data oolloi'tion 
' loii > ninnniniialo w ilh pi'ople and ri' 

I plai ns this w ook 

Scorpio 

\ October 23 — November 22 

— I iko the l.ibraiis you too 

j I .lie now ideally suited tor 

I I rosoai oh, studyiriR anil 

i .loielopmont. hiRh tinanii's 
j I nr tho alii'i lation ol 

I ll 1 sutfermR and pain Iry not 

I In tool morbid or 

I doprossi'il Call jH'iiplo over, bo cheorliil, 

I SOI laliso and enlist in a club tor this is the 
; ph.iso when vou i.in .iBnid to R'lav .mil 
I i'n|ny yoursi'll 



\Sagittarius 

! November 23 — December 20 

,- o, 

partnership or group 
activity should be icieal. 
Hospitals, mu.seumb, zoos 
and pri.sons aiuld be 
visited for holpiriR others. 
A chance meeting, a 
flirtation could have endless possibilities. 
Vou will be asked to cooperate in your 
community or cirilo or voiir triond might 
j ask a favour fnim you 

I Capricorn 

; December 21 — January 19 
i ■“ A tmanii.il brt'akfhrough, 

I 1 the liftiiiR nt a burden, 

{ W I |oint bank ail ounlb legal y 

^ I .ind anovpei'ti'd monoy 
I are important t'acets of the 
! wivk nthor s.ihent 

I ' It'.iluix's include tomaiico 

; and passion Thoro iniilil bo pli'.isinR 
! changes on the work t>onlier and you 
I dosorvo vnui gonil Initiuio Soon it will bo 
I time for shift, tiiovo .ind journey 

'Aquarius 

j January 20 — February 18 

•; Yniii .idyontnros will ell' 
vale yniir spirit aiid Rivi' 
vnii lino m.iteii.il benefits 
Cultivate your oi igiiial 
n.iii and hiimniir In 
maximum Iovomro 
C hildren and grandihil- 
i dren give )ny Hobbies, rom.iiuo and 
I rreativilv bring nut tlu- loiy bosi m lou 
I You will bo appri'ii.itod ami appl.uidod toi 
I your I'lido.ivoiiis 

[Pisces 

i February 19 - March 20 

Willie the torus 1. strong 
and sweet on tho homo and 
I property tronts, you will 
iilsi) suivei'd in n aking 
mrivids m your job 
j prolession and business, 

I ' then'toix', go all out tor 

i what you want Paionl.s, iruaws, your own 
i soiioty .ind community iimlil very well 
I iHvd your serviies and synipathetii 
i uniU'rsLinding 



BIRTHDAYS 


Jutt0i6l New inoon, according to Gane^a's ctaimA helps 
you in an enterpn$e, finding lost things and malting a go of 
youi: marriage. 

Jmiw MkxmlTineUranusisancxcdteRt trine for veriters, 
technocrats, inventers, radio and TV talk show hosts. Your life 
will take new diiections. 

Jim0 ISt Mam trine Uranus signifies energy and ingenuity 
which wUI lead to success And g^ry. Your views will veer 
towards home and hardly, 

June JSP hferCttty trine Saturn helps entrepmieurs> loodand 
bidlding oimBtJcuKfors, ««i«nnen and astiok^iers, it is rime to 


teadt out to people and places in every poesible way. Uove wiU 
also knodi on ytW doca. 

June ak Mi^saitileVmiispladi^ speaks of love^igoaifoet 
' proper^ good things and overall happtasss around BdhtuBiy,. 
April, 1997. 

June 2ti Muon $tm sextile eatapidts yoli to fsinei name and,, 
glory giyidg you foe impetus to ^ ahrad in life. It wifi be 
easier kx you to get foings done. 

June 22: Mats seKdle Saturn is ideal for dcfrtoni, polUkiami, 
leaders, eng^neen and professors. lAs, ItwUIpitdtyouInl^ 
bnelight of pufdidty Be dariz^ 
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JUNIOR WHIRL w HAl KALIFMAN 



CORNER KICK! Our floor-painting pal has 
worked himself into a corner. Which of four 
routes leads to the door? 


SEVEN-UPrrhink of a number — any number. 
Double it, add 17, take away three, halve the 
F^ult, and subtract the original amount. 
Alakazam, answer is always seven. 


MATCHUPSIChallen- rOARl PIPE! 

ge: You are asked to • ^ ^, 

form six two-syllable G A 1 N J rN I N 
words from 12 »lj i t-l les A. N/ 
one-syllable words M I G MI O A T 

-POSTjWAY 

column are to precede AG | l 

words in rigpt-hand ^ l-i jw ^ r* 

column in answers. JpMN/UPl>AG[_E 

One way to proceed is to begin with hrst word at top 
left, find a compatible word at right and draw a line to it. 
Move on to second word, etc. 

See how quickly you can make the six matchups. 
Time limit; two minutes. 

U)i|iiuind vjdidSiiH s aSniwj ZTx'l.nU I 



QUICK ON THE DRAW 
UNDERPRESSURE? 

LET'S see if you have your 
wits about you under a great 
deal of pressure. Suppose you 
arc the young man at left who 
hopes to avoid being clawed by 
an obviously free-to-roam lion. 

What can you do with an 
object at hand — an object in the 
picture—that will k€>ep the beast 
in its place? 

Think fast, and not too hard. 


|o sivq uuii| 

0| pip 0| |iip AitetEM^A MUt| MVjp (s| iiXMd «n A|duii£; 


STRING TRIO! If the sum of 
three consecutive numbers is 
63, what are the numbers? 

QMi-AUMm 

pus buo-Aiimmi ‘Xiimmi mm mmqwnn 
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V OAAICS 



CALVIN AND HOBBES ■ WAHERSON 
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I^S3S 


1X3GSONE IT' NOW I 
HAVE TO SO DOWN 
AND SET ANOTHEt? 
3UL3 OQ. I WON'T 
BE ABLE TO Y^INISH 
MV BCTOK... 








IS* 


D r- . 


NOT ONCE HAVE I 
EVER CHAN6ED A_ 
FRIDSE BUtB/1 DONYl 
UNDERSTAND 
WMV SOME BULBS 
BURN OUT AND 
SOME DONT/ 


UH'OH' 1 THINK I'M 
EATIN6 THE SAUSASE 
BLONOIE TOLD 
ME NOT TO TOUCH.' 
WHY DO I ALWAYS y. 
FORSET 

EVERYTHING?.' U 
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PSTOBTO 

BON VOYAGE 


Dipii Dave visits the micicnl [yort town of Beypore, a 
ship-huilding centre since the 14th century 


I t all started when Chorraman 
Pen'^iil^al went to Mecca in the 
14th century While ho was busy 
enibr.icing Islain, the Arabs fell 
in love with his rf/ioic The simple 
yet attractive ship carved out of 
Klilambur leak at the port town of 
Bi*ypore near Calicut wcamc every 
Aran’s dream boat Though IVrumal 
h<is long been lost in the pages of 
history Dooks, Bt'ypore is a "must 
stop" for every sea-loving Arab 
This ancient port has w*en 
car\'ing custom-made luxury boats, 
fishing boats, cargo ships and just 
about anything on water foi the 
sheikhs from tne United Arab 
F.mirates, Kuwait, Katar, Bahrain 
and Oman who often sail hen* either 
to order or n'pair their ships Word 
has also spread as tar as Germany, 
japan and America 

A former lapanesc ship captain 
and author of a book on Similarities 
of Indian and Fapane* • culture', 
Akira Iwata, visited Biypore in 1991 
with a unique request Representing 



BONSAI VERSIONS 

Mohammed Bashir mahes the most exquisite shps—in mittiature 


'll yTuharntned fiadteer is a busy 
IVXman. started off as a 
hobby in between woiking houis in 
a i^p-biniding yatd at B^pore, is 
now a hill«time occupation W mis 
carpenter-tunied-^ntrepreneur. 

Owner of MKM Ibys, whidi 
nudtes model boats, wv in bottles, 
kotti^. Uric, sambook, indud^ 
replKBs of famous andent ship' 
to the 


loKler 


, ba«ed hits first contract 
from a ffrm'in mhraih in 1986 and 
ainoe then orders have poured in . 


market in West Asia. With help 
from locd youths, employed m 
'Dtibai and Saudi Arabia, bis < 
list is never empty. In fauit, 
merchant* visitl^ Beypore never 
miss a stop lohis won^op and , 



from Private fading hc^tt^ in 
Saudi Aral>ia and:sdine'louri8t finnS 
inWertAsi^'. 

Wiffi keel Itagthii 
inches to six jf6et, ti^Beata'pq^ 
betweoi Rs wid Rs'^^OOlB. Ihe. 

wood conies fitom waste.toajkwood." 


bou^t at scrap vahie. The smdUet ; 
models take about a-day or two to 
while the more infftetiirtg 
"Scmes'^mtototuies iii whiskey 
bottles .-"-can take abou t a weM. 
"Tlus involves comptex 
craftsmanship and. patienoe," .says ,: 
MohammedSbtoffibNtor'law^a ' 
partoer in the business. Hen^ Its ' 
price also higher from Rs 2pp 
to Rs 500 a piece. 

Rehictoit to disclose dte. 


ccmiplete'vddV sdls and d^^ 
wlffvbeadi strhtgs and tikrdv 


'S': 


made-inf 

V'; 
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an association for restoration of the 
Sumerian ship, he was convinced 
that the ancient ship was built here 
about 4,000 years ago and wanted a 
replica of the ship based on the 
sf^Bcations deciphered from a 
Mesopotamian tablet excavated 
some years ago. 

According to a proposal placed 
before Abdul Gaffur, a dliow builder 
and exporter, the Japanese wanted 
him to build a 120 GUR (252 litre) 

Sumerian ship thus proving the 
existence of the "ocean silk road" 
saentiBcally with a voyage on the 
restored ship According to his plan, 

his voyage was to begin from Calicut . « . . ^ 

and end i^n Tokyo via Basrah, ^ a German client 

Karadii, back to Calicut, Singapore 20 to 25 carpenters work on a shin, made in and around Beypore, A 

and then to Tokyo. which was earlier made of Nilambur numbiT of lodges are also available 

However, he had to reschedule teak (now extinct). Beyporo ships, for the Arab merchants who come 

his programme because of rough which are not mass produced, come shopping toi boats, 

weather at Basrah and proceeded only with sails and masts and the 

directly to Tokyo. The »iip, built Arabs later motorise them, including Tyut in the past few years this 

according to sp>ecifications m the addihon of such extras as intenor Osmall-scau‘ industry has been 

tablet, which stated that no iron nails decoration in Dubai. facing rough weather Says Ciattur, 

were to be used and instead coir Most of them order luxury "Orders are few and far belwevn 

thivads were stitched to hold the vessels for going on a cruise with now." Like all things else one can 

biiards together, met with an family and friends during weekends. blame it on mindles.s modernisation 

accident near Osaka. For a whole "In fact," says Gaffur, showing an For oru*, the Nilambur teak, 

day, the crew floated in the ocean advertisement in a local Malyalam considered one of the best bv the 

holding on to the uplurned ship. newspaper, "a re.sort in Cochin is Arabs, is no longer grown. "^The 

"Thev wert' nrscuetf the next day planning to offer crui.se.s m one of British had started Nilambur 

and tbe ship is now exhibited in one the .ships which we built lor a plantations in the Malabars m 18(X1, 

of the islands in Japan," says Gaffur. merchant from Dubai." but now it is difficult ta find even a 

A h(XV-tonne .ship costs about Rs ] Beypore has a majority of single tnn;," says Gaffur 

crore while small fi.shmg boats work Mu.slims with a large mosque About 40 to 50 feet of teak is 

out to about Rs 10 lakh each. The dominating the land.scapc Most required for the keel of a ship and 

ship builders mamly make the basic shops along the sandy path deal in transporting it is a major problem, 

structure of the ship, which takes ship-buildmg products like anchors. Now, Karimariidu wood, found m 

about two ytars to complete. About iron nails and sails, all of which lue the Wynad torest, is used instead 

Since the wood is also available in 
Malaysia, the Arabs import it 
directly and are making their own 
ships with the carpenters brought 
from Beypon*. Moreover, since the 
wood has to land via Mangalore, 
mo.st ot the ship building activity 
has shifted to the jxirt city of 
Karnataka. 

The exodus of good carpenters to 
West Asia, where mey are paid 
more, coupled with greatei demand 
for fishing boats made of fibre glass 
has added to the woes of the 
builders. The fact that the industry is 
facing a lean season, which is from 
September to May, is evident from 
the half-finished to ju.st started ships 
covered with dried palm leaves 
resembling remnants of some 
forgotten civilisation. 

But who knows when another 
Japanese may turn up with an 
unusual request, or even an 
American in .search of a replica of 
the Noah's Ark. And then, the 
builders ot Beypore may be in 
business again. ■ 
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CARRYING A TUNE 


Is ivhat Hariharan does fyest. Sudha G, TUak profiles the singer, whose 
neu^ album, Colonial Cousins, is doing great business 


C oUmial Cousins, you say, 
sounds morp like a white 
ncLn’jS tag for a couple of 
Indians. But instead of 
taking offence, fiariharan merely 
chuckles good-humouredly. But 
then, he can afford to laugh; in fact. 


such has been the .success of this 
album that Hariharan can laugh all 
the way to the bank. 

Colonial Cousins, touted as the 
"first ever Indian pop album” was 
relea.sed in April and ha.s already 
crossed 65,000 copies in sales so far 


and is expected to do even more 
business m the months to come. 

And, clarifies Hariharan, '"niere’s 
nothing gimmicky about the name. 
It's just to signal a moving away 
from the norms." 

The fact that the album was 
destined for success was apparent 
even when it was being recorded by 
Hariharan and Le.slie Lewis at 
Manor Studio in I.ondon. All tho.se 
dropping in at the studio-—and this 
apparently included several big 
names of the music world—were so 
carried away by the beauty of the 
music they were listening to that 
they decided to pitch in "for this new 
sound and diffi'rent kmd of mu.sic", 
as Madhav Das, genei al manager of 
Magna.sound. south, puts it 

Grammy winner Vishwa Mohan 
Bhatt, Vernon Reid and Doug 
Wimbish of Living Colour, Skip 
McDonald, Talvin Singh, Sipra Bose 
and Najma Akhtar, all of whom were 
there at Manor Studio in London, 
contributed to give the album a 
universal colour. And the 
atmosphere at Manor Studio helped. 
As Hariharan says, with a hint of 

f iride, "That's the place where Elton 
ohn and Paul McCartney recorded 
their albums " 

Ghazal singer and currently a 
favourite of the film playback, 
industry, Hariharan says the album 
was bom of an "unplugged concert" 
close to midnight at a recording 
studio' in Bombay Leslie Lewis was 
composing the music for an 
advertisement jingle which 
Hariharan was to sing. During a 
break that went on for too long, 
Leslie, to alleviate the boredom, 
began to try on a bit of jazz and 
blues and Hariharan jomed in, 
humming a sargam and pitching in 
widi a tool Break over, the hangers- 
on clapped and went back to work. 

But the experience stuck with the 
two musicians. Keen to r^hcate the 
sound they had created, the two 
came and together decaded to 
compose the l^cs> set the music and 
sing together. The album has 
numbers that mix English lyrics with 
Indian classical not^. The songs 
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Posing with Leslie Lewis for the album Colonial Cousins 


deal with surh subjects as n'ligion 
and iriendship and rety on such 
divorsi* musical influences as the 
blues and Rajasthani folk tunes 

C plontal Cousins is a bit of a 

surprise coming from Hariharan 
who for the last one decade has been 
better known as a ghozal singer. He 
was included in the World Archives 
of Music, when his ghazal album, 
Aah Shaar-e-Ghazal a'tained gold 
status. And this year, his album, 
Gulfitm, won him the Best Album of 
the Year Award. What's more, he has 
a firm grounding in Carnatic music 
and is a Tamilian to boot. "He has 
broken the taboo that a south Indian 
can excel in north Indian classical 
music too," says playback singer S.P 
Balasubramamam. 

Hariharan is too modest to admit 
it, but at 40 he has come into his 
own with mass recognition for his 


film songs like 7m ht re from Bombay, 
Hai raws from Ran^eela, which have 
turned out to be chartbuslcrs. "l.ife", 
he chuckles, "begins at 40”. ,^rtually 
with a bit pf pancake and lighting 
Hanharan could well be the ideal 
do-gooder elder brother in the Tamil 
movie. That is, of course, if he got 
rid of the ponytail that he has twn 
sporting of late. 

A science graduate who later 
picked up a degree in law ("You are 
expected to pick a couple of degrees 
in the south,'" he says) he decided to 
make music his profession. True to 
his roots in Tamil Nadu he had in his 
boyhcKxl days b<.‘en tutored in 
Carnatic music by hi^arents. 
classical vocalists of Thanjavur and 
Tirunelvdi. Moving to Bombay the 
NRT (Non Resident Tamil) got to 
listen to an LI* of Ustad Mustafa 
Khan and overcome by the beauty of 
the music began learning Hindustani 


music. 

The next milestone was ghazals. 
thanks to an earful of Mehdi Hasan. 
In 1980 he released his first album 
Ghazal ka Mausam. Hariharan gut to 
prove a point this way: that 
'Madrasis' don't sing with an aiyaiyo 
accent. He worked hard on 
perf(x;ting his Urdu diefaon and 
unlearning his Carnatic iiinueiice 
while singing Hindustani. 

Hariharan's gliazal.s at their best 
are a package or soulful mu.sic, 
dniw.sy dreants over lost love, with a 
strong streak of rumantici.sm "The 
fusion is not in my music but in me 
for I have got all streams ol music 
into me," says I iariharan. 

But despite the training in 
various genre.s of music and being 
gifted Willi a voKV that's all honey 
and velvet, poptilai adulation 
evaded Hanharan '"Fhat came with 
A R Rahman", he acknowledges, 
sitting in Rahnian'.s Panch.ilhan 
Ri^coiding Inn at Madras 

IVspiie popular .songs m Lonibe 
or Boxer anu hrving worked with 
Naushfid, Salil Choudhiiry 
Hariharan w'asn'l accepted by the 
I findi film industry It made it 
difficult tor those who wanted to 
lypeca.st him as either a ghazal 
sing«‘r or a Tamil trying a difft*rent 
kind of music or a ciassicaliv lH?nl 
film .singer. 

"My contribution is that I have 
avoided the clau.strophobia that 
comes with Ix'ing slotted in a 
particular kind of music ,md made 
my mark in whichever genre 1 have 
bwn involved with”, says Hariharan. 
55o a Colonial Cumsihs which has him 
switching with oa.se Irom Carnatic to 
Hindustani and to English vm'als is 
|usl an extension of a long innings in 
the music busim^s Backstage at his 
home in Bombay, wluch he .shares 
with his wife and two sons. 
Hanharan flips lor actum flicks, 
hangs around in shons and tries his 
best not to mi.ss his morning riyaiT 
"I just love to do all kind.s of things’’, 
he says He might like to give an uv 
cream a skip to .save his voice frvmi 
thickening out he can't give up a 
spicy* Tamil diet of sambar or 
kozahamhu. 

Slaving finally mnie into his own 
after fru.strating years of having hi.s 
talent go unappreciated, I lanharan 
isn't going away in a hurry. There is 
a quiet confidence that is evident 
about him now. But, for the rest, he's 
pretty much the same. Quiet 
manners, friendly laughter, 
completely unaffected, but ca.sy and 
stylish. And like his mu.sic: southing 
mellow and romantic. ■ 
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'IRST PERSON 




Ahot c^-vf ted after • J|(^ 
laiii 


j(0lgmiipf |iwfcMn9Bii» 

Vlftw or rrlbrt Ihw bceri ftw 


What is your 
favourite dream? 


Playing a perfect 
cover-dfrive 


ftiawBice la jron life?' 
MjrfemilT. 

miat do mi Adifteaiaief in 
^Buenff 
CVnidam. 

IUmI doyen dielllcc aBOal til 
ynmedl? * 

Lazineea- . ^ 

What la ronr aMMi pMcione 


Myduldiein. 

What ob|ocie do yon alwaqra 
cany? 

My typewriter and my tiadi 
aidi. 

IVlial aeakca yon moat deprasacd? ‘, 
NarnMr--iiMiKkMftiie 8 e. 

What do yon dMfke moat oai yonr 
appcacancc? 

ibo many thixij^ to dwoee. 
ftoin. 

Wlul is yonr iavonrite wqfd? 
Amazmg. 

Wludiayoor fa yo nrit aloniwqt ? 

Dehra DufrMuasoone, 

Wliat is ymu t w oni ftc diaam? 

Playing a perfect ooveiHdbive. 


What is your 
greatest regret? 


Being bom about 
50 years too late 



.fta ytMi a^. a^Mt’la'’ 

'■ ; • v;'. a 

ity.tb iititiiie ftme w^. 
ildyanlHcelofae . 


Aa a'gbod ftiend. 
llownmddyiwl 
Writyeiesp. 
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Ayurveda the science of life, has stood the test of time 
for well over 2.000 years. Ayurveda is a legacy from 
India's glorious past when the Rishis had mastered 
the secrets of nature for the benefit of mankind. 
Vicco Vairadanti Paste is the original Ayurvedic 
paste. Vicco cares for your mouth — 
effective, active, totally natural. Vicco is for healthy 
guns & firm teeth. Every tube of Vkxo contains 20 
pure herbal extracts long established by Ayurvedic 
herbal traditions to be good for teeth, mouth & 
gums. Ayurvedic pnmtice. centuries old. 
actively involves, those elements in nature most beneficial 
to the individual. Vicco Paste is made from herbs, 
barks, roots & flowers... no artificial ingredients, no harsh 
abrasives or fluorides... Just the best ingredients 
for disorders of gums & teeth. Vicco’s concentrated 
formula lasts longer and tastes great. 

Vicco is worldwide favourite tor decades 
Vicco is vegan. No Animal ingredients. 

Vicco Products: Naliiral-Naturrily bettor. 
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PERFECT 

CONFERENCE VENUES 

DOWN SOUTH. 

ASHOK {{[.ITE I lOTFI^ AT MYSORE, BAN(.:<ALe:)RE Si K\)VALAM 



TThc Ashok Orijup oftors 
siiitiM jf-thf-rirt Business 
and conference facilities at 
tl'i rec pictu resque 
locations down south. 

The Lilitha Mahal Palace 
Hotel 1 Mysciie; Hotel 
Ashok in fV'uigalore; and 
the exotic Kovalam Ashok 
Beach Resort 

Your conference 
pnvilcKes consist of 
convention halls tor upto 
.500 or smaller conference 
jJWJPWf?.’ 

rooms for 50 


Simultaneous 
translation 
facilmes, travel 



arr.inj'emcnts, airport 
facility, plus all the orher 
requirements of modern 
day ctmferencinf{. 

Combine business with 
f'lcasure Get your family 
alon^. And you could enjoy 
the following facilities : 

• Sightseeing and shopping 
tours • Hi'tech health 
clubs • Facility for aquatic 
sports. Ayurvedic massages 
etc. at Kovalam 


• A seleition ol well- 
appointed deluxe rooms 
aiul suites • .'\ choice ol 
R.egi>mal, liKlian and 
C^ontiiiental 
cuisinc. 

Take 

aiivanr.ige of 
the Ashok 
Inccnnvc HoluLiys 
offer from I st April to 
JOrh Sept V6. 



VAATl 


HOTELS 


St IMMER CONFERF-NC. 
IS SLK'.H FUN 

INC'. 


For drtatls and rcseivation contact the hotels dirccdy : Hinel A-.bt'k, Bunifthirr. Tel J269462, Fax ■ SC\22500J3, 

Ijlith.i 1’dl.u-c Ihvel. iVfv»i>rf, Tel. Fax 9l-lTS2l-fT19S. KovaLim A^hi>k Beac/i Raurt, Tel 480101, 

I .i\ 9i^7i-4fil 122 OR Ashok Instant Reservation Service • New Delhi, Tel ■ 1124422, Bxin. 1844, 1856, 1361 712, 
Fax '>1 n 114II67, fiornFav. Tcl: 2026481. Fax 91.22-2026022, CaU utra, Tel 2420901. Fax 2420922, 
MaJias. lei 8257214. Fax ■ 91-44^272186. fiangaloie. Tel ■ 2269462, 2250202, Fax. 91-80-2250011 
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Overtotibe 
Quiz Master 

■ Itwassiinirily ddig^t' 
ful to have a cover sioiy 
profiting the handsome 
quiz mastei; Siddhaxiha 

('Quizzically Yotus', 
M^5)- 

Quizzing has become a 
popular form of entertain- 
ment where the partici¬ 
pants range from young 
school kids to college stu¬ 
dents and adults. 
Quizzing is a nice way of 
keepmg oneself alert 
about current affairs. It's 
also a good way of testing 
one's level of intelligence. 
Nirmalmdu Chakraborty^ 
Cooch Behar 

Thank you for the 
cover story on our 
favourite television dct- 
sonality, Siddhartha Basu. 
His fK>od looks, txHjpled 
witnnis serious una^ 
have made him a cult fig¬ 
ure of sorts. 

As quizzing adds to 
one's knowledge, it 
should be introduced as a 
compulsory subject in 
schools. 

Manohar Matuial, 

Nabadwip (W.B. 

■ Quiz contests have 
become so popular 
because general knowl¬ 
edge is very important for 
excelling anywhere; be it 



Skidhartha Basu: The friend^ quiz meatar 


in sdiools/oolleges or in became very popular in 

competitive examinations, the Sixties was Bhaskar 
DdHu^an Bamrjee, Bhattachaijee whose rival- 

OticNfta ly with Buidhardia Basu 

is wdl known. He had a 

■ One quiz master who good voice rmd diction 


and was also the Engtidh 
news reader on the 
Natkavd Netwwk. But he 
faded out of ^ scene toi 
no time leaving the world 
of quizzim to me one and 
only Siddhartha Basu. 
DyaMinan BAattocharyar 
Bumrah (Howrah) 


■ Ihe best thing idiout 
Siddhartha Basu «the 
confiderKe widr wludh he 
conducts the programmes. 
His success is purely due 
to the research he and his 
team undertakes. 

Ihete can be various 
opnions about one partic¬ 
ular question. But me 
credibility of the quiz 
master lies in giving fiw 
correct or mmt correct 
answer; for udiich 
research is necessary. 
PntfulUt SMto, 

Patna 

■ Mfith quizzing becom¬ 
ing a regular feature cm 
die social circuit and 
most lavi^ly promoted 
by dubs ana other estab¬ 
lishments, it has become 
the favourite pastime of 
students. 

In fact, some of them 
are seen reading more of 
quiz books dun their 
^ool text books. 

Aren't studies more 
important than quizzes? 
Suman Burmm^ 

Qdcuiia 
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SUBHALAKSHMI KHAN, wife of saiod mae- ** TABLE 
stro, Amjad Ah Khan, is more than just a house- INNER EYIv 
wife andf mother; she's an artiste by her own 21 JUNIOR WHIRL, 
right. A profile. 22 COMICS 
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KABIR BEDI is back in action in Sandokan’s 
Thumph 


The Khan family 











Suhltalakshmi, the wife of sarod 
maestro Ustad Amjad AH Khan, isn't 
Just a perfect home-maker and i€ieal 
unfe. She’s also an artiste in herotun 
rigjtt, reports Manisha GuUtH 





•‘DOMOARIGOTOUDAIMAS- g 
ta. Ami ki bolbo. Madras 
vande renda aradha xjeedi 
madyri. Afeete sen. Nice to 
see you. Hindi to apko pata 
hai.' 

Meet Subhalakshmi 
Khan in five different 
languages. A perfect welco¬ 
me by our perfect hostess 
for the day. But then, Sub¬ 
halakshmi, spouse of the 
sarod maestro, Ustad 
Ainjad Ali Khan, is full of 
surprises. A dancer, a cultu¬ 
ral ambassador of India, 
and now a linguist. 

Treading warily you 
step into the breathtaking- j 
ly beautiful interior of the I 
Khan homestead. Every |i 
hand-picked piece brea¬ 
thes exclu.sivity, and you're 
almost afraid to .sit down 
for fear tliat you might 
knock one down carelessly. 

A white marble staircase 
leads up to* the bedrooms 
from the colour co¬ 
ordinated drawing room. 

A split-level house, the 
wooden library and teach¬ 
ing room are situated in the 
basement. 

Over chilled glasses of 
mango milk shake and 
Bengali mishti, Subhalaksh¬ 
mi Khan, looking radiant 
and fresh, opens her heart 
out about her life as an arti¬ 
ste, as an artiste's wife and 


Subhalakahml with An^ad Ail Khan: 






well respected. I started teaming Mani- 
puri dandng with tfie maharaja's 
daughter." 

Her family shifted out of Assam for 
reasons of the children's education. 
Subhalakshmi also travelled all over 
the country for holidays and later on 
to perform. Not too keen on studies 
and school, she dropped out after her 
tenth class and that's when she could 
devote all her time and energies to 
dance. In 1955 she met Rukmini Devi 
Arundale at a dance drama. Watching 
her perform, Subhalakshmi made up 
her mind that that particular form of 
dancing was the one she wanted to 
learn. And so the transition from Mani- 
puri to Bharatnatyam took place. And 
Subhalakshmi started learning under 
Rukmini Devi at the internationally 
famous Kalakshetra Institute. 


Their wedding; It was love at first sight 

as a mother of two arfistes. 

"What can people want to know 
about me? I am .such a .simple person, 
what Ls there to tell?" is her very mod¬ 
est begiimmg. Right, why would 
people want to know more about cele¬ 
brities. She laughs, ItKiking 15 years 
younger than the W that she is. 

Subhlakshmi .started her career as a 
dancer at the age of eight. Bom in a 
family of music lovers in Assam, .she 
was expo-sed to the arts at a very 
young age Her father, Parshu 
BorooalC left his home and , 
parents because they 

Revelling 
in her 
role as 
gurupatni 


for Amjad All Khan 

didn't approve of his inte¬ 
rest in music. But the major influenc¬ 
ing factor in her life was her father's 
brother, P.C. Borooah. He was the first 
to script Assamese music and also 
encourage her to learn danang. 

The Maharaja of Manipur was a 
good friend of hcT father and he guid¬ 
ed her, under Guru Rashibari Sharma 
to learn Manipuri dancing. "There 
wa.s also nothing to do in the evening 
after we came back home from schixil. 
We had so much time on our hand.s, 
my sisters and 1 decided to take up 
dancing. And 1 continued it and 
took It up more seriously. In 


F ate seems to have played a part in 
her decision because it ls tmough 
her dance that she wa.s to finally meet 
the man she married- Performing in 
Calcutta in the year l‘»74, she wasn't 
even aware that the young Amjad Ali 
Khan was in the audience, fioon atter 
that the two were to meet at a wmmon 
friend's house. And then it was a spate 
of intermittent dating and coinaden- 
tal meetings for almost two years. 

In January 1976, the two performc^d 
together on stage in Guwahati, and 
made magic But for Subhalakshmi it 
was a slow kindling of fire. On the 
other hand, Khan ^ab, as she calls 
him, was smitten from 
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Subhalakshmi, Amjad Ali Khan and their two sons with Prince Chartes 



Subhaiakahtni and Anr^ad AN Khan at a function: The happy couple 


She ajnfesses, "1 could never 
believe that such a well-known person 
could fall in love with me. When 
people used to tell me that Khan Saab 
keeps coming to see your performan¬ 
ces and it's a big thing, 1 didn I even 
lake it seriously. Afterwards when he 
started calling me up from Delhi to tell 
me how he felt I realised. But even 
then 1 didn't say yes immediately. I 

told him I needed time to think." 

And think Subhalakshmi did. For a 
good six months. During which time 
^e was plagued with telephone calls 
from people she scarcely knew or did¬ 
n't kiww at all. Calls that were meant 
to ward her off Khan Saab. But rebel 
that she is, the more people spoke 
against him, the more her desire and 
determination rose. Until she finally 



The Khan couple with Haripraaad Chaurmla 




Till today, though, Subh^akshmi 
remains the individualistic woman in 
command. She knows her mind and 
she pla)^ according to her rules. "I'll 
accept Khan Saab's views if he is tell¬ 
ing me something different to what 1 
believe, but he has to convince me it's 
right. I have my principles and 1 stick 
hy them." Which doesn't go to .say that 
IQian Saab doesn't have the last word 
in most matters at home. "But I need 
to express my opinions and have my 
questions answered." 

A typical day at the Khan house¬ 
hold begins at 6:30 am. "I am lucky 
that Khw Saab doesn't insist on me 
waking up before him. Sometimes 1 
wake up to the sound of him playing 










thesarod. It's a beautiful feeling. And 
then we have tea together. Even if 
Khan Saab ha.s had a cup before me, 
he'll always have another with me. 
That's a must. It's these small ways in 
which he makes me feel very special." 

After that it's the constant ringing of 
the telephone and people, people, 
people. "He tells me to answer most of 
ms calls and take the messages. People 
must be thinking the wife always 
picks up the phone. But I manage all 
nis affairs and trip arrangements, con¬ 
certs, meetings." 

And doe^ gocxl job of it, tcx>. A 
very orgamsed person. Subhalakshmi 
likes to nave evc^ry thing just pat. 
Always with a diary in hW hand for all 
the do's and dont's for the day, she is a 
stickler for detail. Going by the decor 
in the house one can be assured about 
that. Nothmg is where it shouldn't be 
and a broken candle in a crystal candle- 
stand is giving her that familiar 
uncomfortable feeling. "I've joined it 
but 1 know I'm going to change it. I'm 
a perfecrtionist." 

The menu for the day is plaimed, so 
all that's left is the running after the ser¬ 
vants for the upkeep of the house. 
After a life ot dance, spent under the 
limelight, doesn't the thought of a rou¬ 
tine scare and siiffcx^te her? "The deci¬ 
sion to leave dancing wa.s totally my 
own. 1 am a conventional person with 
strong family values You can't have 
two people so involved ’..oth their car¬ 
eer tnat there is no one to look after the 
needs of the family." 

Was the derision coloured by the 
fact that Khan Saab is a big star and 
needed her .support at home? 

"It is not a question of being a star," 
she says. "If you love someone you do 
certain things because you want to for 
that person. It is not a sacrifice. So 
many housewives give up their career 
after marriage because they want to 
look after their husbands and 
children " 

O ne can't fault her for her decision. 

Their two .sons, IS-year-old 
Amaan and Ift-year-old Ayaan are 
extremely well-mannered boys with 
no pretentions and strong values that 
can teach one a thing or two about 
family, discipline and respect (And 
very nand.some to bo<}t—well, what 
do you expc‘Ct with that kind of 
lineage) 

"It'.s a great fivling to .see how my 
boys have turned out," say.- the proud 
mother. "Even if they fight with me 
they always come back later to tell me 
that they are sorry. They respect me 
and they are not spoilt or ill- 



Tho smile that charmed the sarod maestro 


mannered. I always teach them to live 
in a balanr;>d way. There are cars com¬ 
ing out in the market everyday Today 
if they have a Maruti 1000, tomorrow 
they'll want something better that's 
available 1 tell them vmatever car you 
have it is gixid enough to take you 
from one place to another They listen 
to what 1 say." 

Doth boy.s are also extremely talent¬ 
ed and have at this early age achieved 
star status They've performed with 


Amjad All Khan on the sarod at seve¬ 
ral concerts. A lesser-known fact 
about the boys is Ayaan's painting skil¬ 
ls. He is sheer magic with a paint 
brush The walls of the house are deco¬ 
rated with his masterpieces—Ganesh 
in every inconceivable form: as a billi¬ 
ards player, as Charlie Chaplin, as 
Akbar 1 ne Great, smoking a pipe, per¬ 
forming on the sarod, eating ladoos. 

Obviously the boys have no qualms 
about religion and its various forms. 



even though their parents belong to 
different faiths. "We respect all relig¬ 
ions and celebrate all occasic»ns," says 
Subhalakshmi. "Khan Saab and I are 
nut rigid people." So much so, that she 
did not feel the need to convert to 
Islam when she married a Mu.slim 

But talk about poissessivcness and 
Subhalakshmi's eyes start sparking. 

m a typical Cancenan. 1 love intense¬ 
ly and very possessively. But trust is 
the biggest thing in marriage. Khan 
Saab travels so much and mwls so 
many people I can be jealous and su.s- 
picious But I always tell him, if there 
IS something you tell me first. 1 don't 
want to hear it from other people And 
people are always talking. 1 gist tell 
them to keefi quiet" 

Does he react in the same manner? 
Laughing loudly she replies, "I don't 
know He's a l.ibran and very balan¬ 
ced It there is a party that we are mvit- 
ed til and he’s not in town and I a.sk 
him 1 11 should go, he'll say, 'turn dekh 
h'. 1 le trusts me and lets me make my 
own decisions " 

For the long trips though, she and 
the boys both join him. making it 
business-tuni-pleasiire "It’s expt'n- 
sive but then ho likes to have us with 
him " At this point a verj' j'olite serv¬ 
ant enters and she ratth's oft some 
instructions to him in Bengali. "When 
Khan Sii.ib isn't hen-1 get aP the pend¬ 
ing housework done like painting and 
lumbing jobs " The perfect 
omemaker 

So, what IS the one thing that is not 
so perfect about her? 

"Oh, I have a lousy temper," she 
laughs. "It blows up to the sky but 
when someone talks to me and makes 
thijig.s okay, it immediately cools off 
Like a bubble. 1 keep telling Khan Saab 
neither ot us is normal. We both have 
these artistic temperaments." And 
now with four artistes in the house 
plus several more when teaching is on, 
it must be a very volatile atmosphere. 

How strongly does the concept of 
‘Guru Patni' apply to her? 

"Very strongly. KhanSaab's stu¬ 
dents call mo 'Did/' or 'Ma' and many 
of them come to talk to me about their 
problems Even when Khan Saab and 
the boys are sitting together and talk¬ 
ing and I enter the room and ask them 
what the matter is they tell me and say 
you tell us what to do. I give them a 
solution and they always listen and 
take my advice " 

Subnalakshmi and Amjad Ali Khan 
have always been referred to as the cul¬ 
tural ambassadors of India. "When 
Khan Saab and 1 go abroad it is not 
only for his performances but also 


Girija Devi blesses the couple 

when we meet people we reflect the 
culture of our country in our beha¬ 
viour, our speech and our views," she 
says. "I do perform with Khan Saab 
occasionally if it is a charitable func¬ 
tion. I guess that's how the name, cul¬ 
tural ambassadors comes about." 

So, how does she feel about Sushmi- 
ta Sen gettmg the same tag? "Probably 
Sushmita and Ai.shwarya both reflect 
the culture of our country," is her 
diplomatic response. 


Just then the telepliune rings Meet¬ 
ings for the day and the next .ire being 
fixed up It's time to make a graceful 
exit. Subhalakshmi laughingly claims, 
"I don't know what you are going to 
write, but 1 will probably be in the US 
when It comes out so 1 don't know 
how people will n'act " 

The woids of an Amencan artist 
come to mind, 'Art is the only way to 
run away without U‘aving home'. ■ 
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ROAD BLOCK 

(Jcilcuitn's chaotic traffic has Nari Kripalani up in arms 

T lhis niaJiiiiiu^in's mohi\v . : <1 motley rollection of birds and put one fool (or one wheel) 

^lavhem must make most j insects, and of course, mcn-at-work forward. 

TnaiiTh.id Soi the | and equipment from the electric. The following 10 

imjio.ssible vehicular ' telecom, mctro-rail, tram, road commandments ot Offensive 

■issortmen l |u\ taposed with various n'pair departments, etc (Despite Mobility are pre.scribed for the 

Tii'irig ('ienltrn7s, a veritable Noah's this exhaustive list, some exotic life different categories to ensure that 

Ark ol moving bodies and hums might have been mis.sed ) their Ciipabilities arc well-honed, 

contr-iplions The (renetic and unruly drivers, 

You st.irl with the two-legged riders, pullers, pilots' ot Calcutta The pedestrian 

varietv, Ihi- ubiquitous sell- are a breed apart They have learnt 

propelling p»‘destrain (call it I’UT the hard way, that only the gutsy, ^^ou are the king, .so ph'a.se hog 

reisonal Rapid Tran.sil), then comi' the congenitally aggressive can get X the road.s, the lootpaths, the 
bicycles, rickshaws c.irts, carnages alie.id in the city's norrend ous streets, the lanes, in fact, any 

(drawn by horses, mules, bull.s, traffic jams * " walkable space More power to 

slonkeys, perh.ips even bv lamels As you know, offence is the PRT The pedestrian imist have the 

and elt'pli,lilts), fwo-u'heel.-is, best lorm ot defc'nce', and the only right of way, and while emssinj; any 

thi\s;-\vheelers (autos, tempos), way lo advance in Calcutta is by road at any point, indulge in your 

taxicabs, Iriuks, bu.ses, go.il.s, sheer, cii.ssed. Offensive Mobility death wish ol ending youi life as a 

donki'v.s, sheep, horses, pigs, (OM in short) Good manners, traffic cop with your iiaiui blalanlly 

chicken.s pins fiears, monkeys, .ibiding by the law and common raised to oncoming and perha|>.s, 

geevse, ducks vats, dogs, rats, road courtesy and decency are unstoppable traffic virdeniig it (like 

squirrels, bandicoots, siTpents and thrown to the winds ju.st so you can King Canute vilh the waws) lo 


Caught in the jam; A sctiool girl, impatient after a long wait, looks out of the window of her car 







slop 

If in tlio bcirgain you arc maimed, 
injured or simpTy run over, well, 
that's the surest one-way ticket to 
your creator Onward brave soldier, 
sav a prayer and move on, as one 
false step and it's curtains for you, 

Rickshaws and hand carts 

You guys are a bunch of militant 
maniacs, td say the least, with no 
sense of direction or road manners 
CcMitinue to push/pull torward— 
squeeze through any nook, cn*vice 
and opening and prolong Calcutta's 
anachronistic anomalies, the 
rikkshaw,'hand cart should have 
been junked long ago—but what the 
lieill 

Bicydes/cycle-rickshaws 

Ik-ing the poc»r man's transport 
liow i cin we possibly deny y'uu your 
place in the sun oi the rain, day in 
and d.iy out^ Lise your power every 
•>'huh w.iv siiii can ana go forth 

Iwo-wheclcrs of all kinds 

Whv dvi voii always want to 
nune up in Iroril, sn.iking in and out 
(>l tr.itfii' so senselessly^ But since' 
you tcllas arc' a biiiicli of 
nikUisl.i' hioed foiighies, continue 
voui one-steji-ahead-manshifi and 
nierrilv pioteed, despite danger to 
lite and Innb 

Autorickshaw.s, taxis,minibuses 

Yviu break ecerv traftic rule every' 
diU and gc-t away with it Your 
asioni^hing insouciance and devil- 
iii.o’t .ire .iltiliide are just the right 
ingivdii'iils tor iiiciving forward in 
ilu ity 

where in the world do you have 
vehii les stop anywhere in the 
middle of ihe road in any crowded 
mteiseclion to load ./unload 
passengers or cargo? You minibus 
■pilots', why do you drive w'ith such 
hysterical tren/y treating every turn 
in the Kiad ns the last lap ot the Indy' 
5110'’ You sure knoev how to charge 
into the valleys oi death every 
minute without respite. 

7'he pniblem is that we foolish 
Cakullnn.s, w'llh our naive 
masochism and innocent streak for 
idenlitying with the underdog 
(incluining hyenas, jackals, wild 
dogs, wolves, paruihs and the like) 
bear your .shenanigans with 
unmitigated indulgence. Keep up 
the BAD' work You guys arc 
doing fine. 

Trucks and buses 

With you smoke-spewing, 
polluting, ramshackle, antiquated 



The authorities still cannot decide whether to preserve or terminate trams 


behemoths huithng down Calcutta'.'' 
mean thoroughfares, small wonder 
so many denizens arc despatched to 
that kingdom in the .sky every day, 
thanks to your 'killer' instinct 

Cars 

The utter lack of common civility, 
the culture of dog eat dog, dug run 
over dog, is evident everywhere 
There is fire in fhe motorists' eyes, a 
certain burning desire to proceed by 
any means, agaiast all odds, ail the 
time ready to brave the moving 
multitude.s, some psychopathic 
pronencss for jockeying into 
positions of aavancement on the 


byways and highways of fhe city, 
oblivious to the obvious dangers, 
giving no change to the other driver 
to niovi* forward 

Perhaps, this is your idea ot one- 
up-mansnip, a fn*e-tor-all condition, 
evt*n though in the in-jane crush all 
you save arc perhaps only a tow, 
worlhle.ss second.s in thi* f.ice ot 
po.ssiblo injury’ or death Well, if you 
gotta go, you gotta go 

Trams 

You have been reduced to the 
status of pitiable, forlorn destitutes 
with the powers that be unable to 
decide whether they should preser\’e 









Chowringhee: Forever witnessing a traffic bottieneck 


or terminate yon. Seeing you 
sometime', brings tears to one's eyes, 
remembering nostalgically when 
your gleaming beauty w'as the pride 
of Asia But who knows there may 
be a metamorphosis soon The 
venerable hulk will be tran.st(.)rnied 
mto a wondrous light-rail car. (.’beer 
up, there is .still hope lor you. 

The political/exerutive 
heavyweights 

W hy, when the dictatorship ot 

the proletiinat must prevail, ilo 
you need to shut down every street 
and roatl when vou pas.s’ If 
empathising, .symfiathising, and 
participating with the public is the 
summiim bottutn of your ideology, 
why do you have to cleanse^' the 
roadways w'hen you drive by? You 
.should be reminded that in many 
sociali.stic couiitrie.s ev en prime 
ministers ride to work on bicycles, 
mingling with the crowds 
Perhap.s, all of you dreamt 
dreams of Ixnng generalissimos and 
commisars, goaspins ot all you 
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survey. If you want to look like road- 
struck. tin-pot dictahirs with your 
cavalcades of |eeps. cars, 
ambulances, whizzing past u.s, flags 
afluttering, w’hat you must do is gel 
some fla.shy gill-buttoned, 
ep.iulelted unitorms from Soviet- 
surplus marts for a song and strut 
around the city in full gear with 
richly rapan.soned flunkeys. 

Don't w'orry, it ever)- time you 
I u.sh by you create urmecessary 
rescntmenl and hostility against you 
in the hapless waiting public. I’lease 
remember, Calcutta needs l.S per 
cent of pavement but has only about 
SIX per cent and your path-clearing 
reiluces av ulable road space to 
about three pei cent as you breeze 
past with your scieaming sirens The 
Geriatric Brigade rides forth in 
blazing glory 

I'he traffic police 

You arbiters of our transit 
de.*.tiny, you iiave to be pampered 
and cajoled; you have to be 
preserved well as you are an 
endangered species. 


You suffer from ennui, totally 
burnt-out, placed as you are above 
(and beyond the readi) of the law, 
you can have your cake and eat it 
too. You constantly do the 
disappearing act from traffic jams 
and mix-ups, hold up traffic while 
you chatter with your buddies 
I chewingpfldii and/or Aiiii/ni You 
allow inaiscriminate jay walking and 
speeding and look for auck ponds' 
where inevitably you will make your 
daily a.ssigncd quota of tines with 
the least effort 

You poor .scrawny blokes, 
constantly facmg those wayward 
juggernauts that zoom about you 
from all sides, you indeed art* 
sangfroid personified Believe it or 
not, your lives are protected by the 
mothers from the crushing jaws of 
death on the streets. Here, however, 
are a few commoiisense tips to 
! relieve some of the roi-urring 
I'ongestion and daily bottlenecks 

(a) Everv mtersecli'm or I'-seclKin 
should be clear and blocked This 
will allow cro.ss-tiattic to proceed 

! uninterrupted 

(b) On one-way streets, any 
tratfic from the ojiposite direction 
(Other than emergency vehicles) 

i must be strictly controlled 
I Rickshaws, taxicabs and police vans 
I have a tendency to ignore tratfic 
! n'gulations thereby aggiavatiiig the 
problem 

(c) School zones (where 
nowadays cars and buses aio parked 
two or three tieep) must be cleared 
and made ‘Pedestrian Only Zones' 
during school opening/ closing 
hours; the timings of various 
neighbtiuring schools must be 
staggered 

All vehicles for picking up or 
depositing shidenls must be parked 
only where there is open space, le., 
in the Rawdon-Loudon-1 lungerford 
Street area, lor instance, vehicles 
should be parked at Rawdon Square 
There should be shuttle bu.ses from 
the schools plying the school 
entrance/egress routes and students 
should board these .shultli*s and be 
taken to and fro Those .shuttle buses 
alone should use the streets during 
school .start and finish timing.s, 
except vehicles of people living in 
the adjoining builuings only to enter 
or exit. 

(d) Every unmanned 
crossing/intersection must have 
traffic lights or four-way stop signs 
with vehicles from each direction 
pniceeding alternately. 

These ten commandments must 
be etched in stone for the itinerant 
public that must be tau^t proper 
discipline and traffic rules. ■ 





XTRACT 

The Sands of 




The intrepid travel 
writer, 

Robyn Davidson, 

wandered through 
Chijarat and 
Rajasthan, 
liccompanying a 
group I>f nomads. An 
extract from Desert 
Places, ui which her 
experiences are 
documented 


Extracted from 

fk^pn Plat 

by Robyn Davidson. 
Published by the 
Penguin Group. 
Price Rs 500 


squiggle of smoke, a figure in billowing 
robes, a camel and a bed silhouetted 
themselves against the horizon. To the 
east a moon squeezed mto the sky; 
behind me the sun dissolved in the 
Arabian Sea. This was where I wanted 
lo be. These were the people I wanted to 
live with. The previous year of doubt 
and confusion lifted off my back like an 
outgrown skin. 

It had taken us three days to reach 
Bhu], the ancient capital of Kutch, in 
northern Ciujarat Dreamboat and 
Narendra had done most of the driving 
which left me free to appreciate the 
landscape, a labyrinth of desert and sea 
as barien and beautiful as Mars The 
instant we crossed the slate border the 
roads became strips of aerodrome 
perfection. (Jone were the death-trap 
potholes, gone the ridges, bumps, two- 
toot-high shoulders, gravel patches 
suddenly appearing on hairpin bends 
Cone the overloaded trucks littering the 


' sides of the road like dead ciwrkroaches, 

I their guts spilled, their wheels pointing 
I skyward. Why’ Because in Gujarat, 

I unlike Rajasthan, the money for roads 
I did not go dimctlj' into sometine's 
' ocket Some of it was actually spent on 
uilding roads In Gujarat one could see 
i women Linveiled women Women 
I riding scooters’ And you couldset* 
i fore.stry plots by the side of the road that 
contained real trees rather than 
I phantom tret\s which, in Rajasthan, only 
I exist on paper But best of all was 
I having Narendra with me. Not only 
1 could no translate languages, he 
I trant lated w'hat was buried beneath 
i them — the gestures, cultural forms, 
i .shared social signals Besides that, he 
I was the least flappable companion I 
1 had ever tra\’elled w'lth, the most 
I patient, the mo.st generous. 

I 1 had in my possession one hastily 
I scribbled name. Dr Rama Krishna, 
j assi.stant-director, Gujarat Sheep and 


The author walking her new camel back to Jodhpur 
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The author in a reflective mood 



Bhopavand, a Rabari village near Anjar in Gujarat 


Wool Dcvt'lopmenl Programino, 

Bhu) Exponuncv had taught me to 
place liltU* hope in such n.imes But 
t>ii meeting this Scuith Indian and the 
sa ints-among-bu roau era ts who 
worked tor rum, I knew I had struck 
gold. 

Dr Rama Krishna had 
immediately brought us to a 
shepherd whom he particularly 
liked, Rangka bhai Rabari It had 
taken us a day to find him, camped 
on his windswept little plain just a 
mile outsidi- the village l lis mother 
spread hei best quilt on the ground 
tor us and bnmght tea 

"I have no home but these 
camps,” she said "I livt under the 
sky, no matter whether there is ram 
or sun The village is not our home, 
the dang is our home. That is whea' 
our property is ” 

Rangka assured me that there 
would bi* several dangs leaving from 
his village and si'tting out tor 
Saurashtra Me would not be going 
this year but he would talk to his 
communitv on my behalt. Mis 
mother suggested tliat 1 woulil do 
bt'tter to lemain here in Kuteh, 
wandering the local area with her. 

Rangka's wife lasu laughed, 
da//Iing the company vvitn her 
beauty, which was not merely 
physical but an emanation of lier 
whole potent .self "Yes, stav with us 
here. Vbu carry thi' water ami 1 shall 
carry the flour But be warned, if you 
travel with us youi skm will beionie 
as blatk as ours Even voiir hair will 
go black " She lugged at my blonde 
straw then look me to see her 
'equipment' stacked neatly on the 
cot Thickly enibioiderod blankets, 
applK|U(>d flour sack.s, a marriage 
smock for a little brother wTuth 
would take years to complete, a 
blouse studded with tragmenls ol 
mica into which she tried, 
unsuccessfully, to squeeze my bulk 
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This was the linest embroidery 1 had 
seen anywhere and aeons ot 
wandering were coded in its 
patterns. 

Rangka would rot be migrating 
this vi'ar bec.iuse he vwis on his 
honeymoon. He h.id waited for his 
wife for over 20 years travelling back 
.iiid torth to his in-laws' house, 
bogging them to send her to him He 
and !asu had been together for |ust 
four mouths, so 1 can be torgiven for 
seeing him as a man undone by love. 
She had cost liim Rs 45,000. most of 
it in jewellery, but by the way he 
looked at her from under his brows, 
chocking whether his words received 
her approval, it was clear that he 


thought she was worth that and 
more. Thev were a handsonie couple 
and you w’ished, when you saw 
tliem together, that the feudal talcs 
of desert romance were true that 
lasu and her husband found deep 
pleasure in each other out then' on 
the bed under the stars. But it's 
unlikely 

For one thing, there was always 
someone else around-- his sisters, 
mother, visiting children, other 
shepherds. For another, them 
weren't the necessary hours to spare. 
And it w'as the women and cluldren 
who shared jasu's bed, not 
Rangka. 
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Two diiCK'nt shtipherds came 
hobbling in. They worked for a local 
landowner tor a yearly set of clothes, 
their tobnccii ana flour, and a Rs 170 
per month We tea.sed them by 
asking if they were married, to 
which they laughed good-naturedly 
and confe.ssed mat they weren't 
wealthy enough even to get 
engaged. I did find myself 
wondering if they enjoyed carnal 
knowledge ot their ewes but 1 found 
out later that though the practice 
was not unheard of, it was 
considered immoral and punished 
accordingly Sex was not a right but 
one of lire's bonuse.s. Like wealth, 
you were lucky if you had it but if 


you didn't, you got on with the ta: k 
in hand— surviving 

It was not uncommon, 1 was told, 
for a woman to bo in her mid thirties 
before her parents finally 
relinquished her to her husband, 
usually at the behest of the ciders 
The rea.son may w'cll be economic as 
a daughter is a valuable worker. But 
from what 1 was to see later on, the 
deUining of daughters had as much 
to do wim affection as it did with 
finance. Or, perhaps in a community 
like this, one's ability to work and 
contribute is inextncably bound up 
with love and respect one receives. 

E)r Rama Krishna thought that 
the Rabari had a hard time being 


kept in their parents' homes until 
they were old But I interpreted the 
phenomenon diflerently. Here were 
women whose value as human 
beings was reflected in the heavy 
bride price They owned pmporty in 
then own right (n'ceiving sheep 
trom the husband's tamily at 
marriage anil inheriting the mother's 
jewellen') and although they did not 
sit in piuiihiits or attend the nien- 
only smoking/yarning se.ssions, no 
one doubled the ferocity ot debate 
back home They were not burdened 
with child-bearing during their 
teens Then work w'as as valued as 
the men's rhey could shop and do 
business in villages and towns 
without being chapenined and 
without covering their taies I do not 
mean to s.iy that women were in any 
sense (apricious legarding 
community law Duly that the power- 
bi'lwoen the sexes vv,is balanced, so 
producing a confident sauciness in 
the women and a humorous 
appreciation in the men that were 
delighltul to beholil. 

'Ihc Kaiasth.ini Kaika women I 
had met were In-cr than females of 
many oth*>r castes, but, even .so, I 
had Pi'en'.soinewhat taken aback by 
those little peep-holes they made in 
theii anil*- and the w.iy they covered 
then heads and went silent when 
their men were pre.sent--so unlike 
tlu'ir Kulchi cousins Perhaps this 
was due to their links to the higher 
caste Kdiputs, who are such sticklers 
lor piirtitw that women niay be 
locked up lor their entire lives It 
si-emed to me that lh«- Rajput 
influence had other negative effects 
on the Raika. While the Raban of 
Kutch were patrician in their 
demeanour —the servants ot no one, 
the Rajasthani Raika boasted of 
being servants to kings and were 
quick Ui dissociate ihem.selves trom 
Rabari who were mil 

Iltese were the first people who 
had whoU’hearledly supported the 
idea ot my travelling witli them. 

When wi* rose tc» buT farewell, the 
mood was one of excitement, 
pleasure, satisfaction Narondra took 
out two hundred and one rupres 
and gave them, with a certain 
flourish, to the youngest child who 
accepted the money with equal 
graciousness. 

"How do you do iti’" 1 .said as 
we got into the car Please, tell me 
the rules ” 

"There an* no rules It was a 
hapfiy meeting. The money was a ■ 
wav of acknowledging that. It is 
onfv clone once and then only if the 
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feeling is good. 1 giivc it because 
they impressed me, because we liked 
each other. You don't have tt» teel 
nervous of doing the right thing hist 
do as you feel Be spontaneous 
What they respect is gcnuinmiess " 
We diiivi’ to Aniar, or as il is 
olherwi.se known, the Pans ot Kutch 
(There vva.s a Copenhagen of Kutch, 
a Jaisalmer ol Kutch, even a Venice 
of Kutch ) It did not look at all like 
Pans but like a dusty little medieval 
town with a Portuguese influence in 
the architectine Kutch is more or 
ie.ss cut off frWn the rest of the 
country during the monsoon and 
Kutchis tend to be faced, 
psychologically, to the .sea. The 
thriving ports, the huge ships ivith 
for*‘ign names, give ihi' people an 
outward-looking character, a 
cosmopolitanism that is not shan*d 
by Iheii land-locked ni'ighbours 
'there was room In breathe here 1 
did not get stared at quite so much. 
The population ivas thinner loo 
because Kutch lacked watet .mil 
without il people cannot live 


Naivndra provided everyone 
around us with a glass of tea 
(cobblers, cloth merchants, beggars, 

, shepherds et cetera) and we sat on 
wooden nianks outside a tiny .shop 
; made of beaten tin and cardboard— 

1 Anjar's version ol cafe .society —to 
' watch street life II was the w'i'dding 
I season and the streets were packed 
! or rather, I .should say, garlanded 
with Rabari grooms, ranging m age 
troin two to twenty' The olcf man 
i slurping next tome grumbled that he 
; was fed up with the w'eddmg season 
‘ because the young shepherds were 
showing off their tincry in.stoad of 
I helping him with the .sheep. He 
; grumba-d but he watched me 
I watching tlie young men and smiled 
I with satisfaction 

Be.mty i.s a poor standard by 
' ivhich to judge numan beings but 
' how could people who looked like 
that not be beautiful inside as well? 
What flair! Wh.it sense of colour and 
' design! What magnanimous display 
ot self for the delight ol others! First, 


j the turbans. Purple ,red, gold, black 
I silk, tied so that they had a slightly 
I triangular shape lending the faces 
: beneath a Pharaonic cast Next, a 
I long .sleeved smtKk made ot thick 
: w'hite cotton drill, embroidered in 
I minute stitches of every colour— 

• purples and reds dominating— 

' edged in gold or silver, tight filbng 
I until gathered beneath the breast to 
j flare at narrow hips, the sleeves 
pu.shcd up into wrinkles at the wrist. 
; Beneath the smocks, white lawn 
i dhotis, one of the oldest forms of 
I dress in the world, were tucked into 
; pink-, red- and black-striped nylon 
' .socks which disappeared into mgh- 
1 heeled leather clogs decorated with 
I brass studs, the toes curling 
I backwards into Sindbad points They 
] hung around together in groups like 
adolescent boys anywhere, shy and 
I giggling one minute, swaggering the 
I next. And, in among the not of 
; masculine colour, groups of wmmen 
in black wool and silver, black ortiif 
I swelling out like iib-sails, strode past 
' whitewa.shed walls 


The end of another day: The sun sets over a desert; a camel is silhouetted against an evening sky 



if it' 


Here, Rabari marriages all 
occurred on the same day, the 
second of September. Usually, 
auspicious times for Hindu 
weddings are ascertained by 
Brahmin priests who are paid to 
consult the stars. But the second of 
September is Krishna's birthday, so 
how could it not be auspicious/ This 
bending of rules was typical of 
Rabari tnrift and sense. 

Dr Rama Krishna and the others 
held no illusions about the 
innocence of the nomads but they 
felt deep admiration for them and 
worked uncea.singly on their behalf 
Building up trust with their clients 
and at the same time challenging 
certain traditions which were no 
longer useful to them (for example, 
convincing them that the goddess 
would not punish them if they gave 
their sheep medicine for pox 
miections) were no easy tasks That 
they had succos.s in both was a 
tribute to their commitment and 
vision 


I 


I 



Back in Bhuj I collapsed in a 
heap in the Prince Hotel whose air- 
conditioning, fine senricc and 
chicken likka masala 1 would come to 
depend upon in the months ahead. 

I But today the very (hou^t of 
I chicken tikka masala made me want 
to die Narendra sat on the side ot 
the bed and forced me to drink 
t.tmhu soda with .sugar. I hated him 

My policy in India had been to 
eat anvming and to drink whatever 
was available on the assumption 
that sooner or later my body would 
team to accommodate the bugs. And 
It worked T had onlj two bouts of 
illness, both of them mikl, and this 
was one ot them Beside.s, from what 
1 could discern ot what lay behind 
various village walls, it wasn't only 
visitors who suftered inh’stinal 
troubles. And if Indians could cope 
without dubiously bottled water, so 
could I I had had my shots of 
gamma globulin, rabies vaccine and 
tetanus, and sometimes remembered 
I to take niv quinip** More precaution 
: than that seemed ob.sessive . . 

■ 9f)|.9|.>f>i-9fif.lf 

I 

I It is not easy getting from 1 >oIhi 
! to Bbu) —a long pl.ine journey via 
'■ Bonibav—then from Bnu| to a 
I village, carrying all youi camera 
I gear and sqeezing it, along with half 
\ a dozen people, into a single jeep, 
i specially when back in Pi^lhi you 
have a wite and a newborn baby 
with whom you would prefer to be 

At village Varshameda, wi' were 
greeted politely but not warmly 
Word had spread that child 
marriages wen* to be photographed 
and this had caused soim- ructions 
within the comnumity Might we not 
.show these photographs to the 
government and land the people in 
trouble? The women regarded me 
sourly. Our contact, Naka Bhai, was 
doing hi.s besl to heli' us hut evi-n he 
was having a diftnult lime w'llh In-, 
relatives He .said, “Mostol the 
Rabari are innocent hut I've lived 
around the ptirts and 1 tini more 
knowledeable. It is hard to changi" 
them " Naka was aware of the 
difficult futurt' facing Ins caste, i le 
had .sold all his sheep and bought a 
truck, and was trying t«» convince 
others that they should follow suit 
Slowly, a knot of men formed 
around us. anxious that we should 
hear their problems 

An old retired miikki began, 

"Our children will always herd 
sheep. What else can they do? They 
are not educated And how' can we 
abandon our way of life, it is all that 


we know?" 

A young man took up the 
theme "They is no fute tor us 
Rabari. The government tells us that 
w'e destroy the forests but they said 
they'd replant those forestiy areas 20 
years ago and Ihey've done nothing. 
^ why can't we graze our sheep 
then.'? And why do they plant a tree 
that IS usi’less tor everyting except 
cooking fires? The thorns gets stuck 
in the sheep's mouths during the 
drought wnen they cat them in 
desperation " Hoping, perhaps, that 
his words would travel further than 
Var.shameda, perhaps, even as far as 
the Rajsahha itselt, he declaimed, Tf 
the government does not help us, 
weTl go to i’akislan." The discu.ssion 
became more heated, the old men, 
confused by the politics giving w'ay 
to young hot bloods. Finally, the 
anger exhauted itself 

[ To lighten the atmosphere, f 
1 addrt'ssed the old men So wh»;n 
! are vou going to make this young 
man a leader." 

To which someone , rt'pJied, 
'How can we make him a mukki, 
i/aar? He might land us all in 
I’aki.stan " And everyone lell about 
laughing 

We wailed several hours for the 
ceronuinies to begin At last Naka 
came to us lull of apology, and said, 
"Tliey have decided that you cannot 
photograph ' Hilip went off like a 
cracker hut it wvas no good The 
decision had been made It was final. 

1 wotried toi Dilip. As he said. 
You are only as good as your last 
photograph," and he tell he wasn't 
getting the materialho needed The 
Rabari weri' not making it easy for 
him. But what more could I do? 
During the long periods ot waiting, 
events would hppen witlioul 
I warning, leaving no time to call him 
I from Delhi Or, as on this occa.sion, I 
i u'ould summon him and nothing 
j would happen My nrsponsibilitv 
j hiitl(<n was being nit with the force 
> 1)1 a jackh.iinmcT Very well then, one 
llimg 1 could prai.se him-- pielures of 
I lamels sw'immmg m the .si-a and ot 
j the last traditionally built Kahan 
I village in Kulch. But not )ust yet 1 
i had neon told the pi*ople ot that 
: village weie suspicious of outsiders. 

I Tlieretore. 1 would go to live there 
i myself for a c.oiiplc of weeks under 
the auspices of Dr Rama Kri.shna, so 
that the inhabitants would get to 
know me and to understand what 
was being a.sketl ot them 1 would 
prepare them for thi- rather 
I more dramatic arrival of a 
j photographer ■ 
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Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

^ < „infsh«i ‘•jy*. imnt- 
tin.inn'. insuiiiniL', 
prt'miiim>;, loans, lunds, 
capital hirmation. will 
the salient leaturrs 
tif this wti'k Thanks tii 
Mercurv^slonly ol iTiussaj^es, hectic 
c<imnuirj!latuin and partnerships, either 
iin a p«‘isi)ii.it'or a prolessional level are 
ton-told 

Taurus 

April 21 — May 20 

Romantic linking, 
business roll.'iboratuins, 
tra\'el and trade, a 
certain giving and 
taking ol heart and 
head, a (air exchange, 
reallv. is what the week is all about For 
(luite a tew, the peal ot wedding beUs is 
lon'told. That’s good tidings tor vou 
I’repaie vourselt for the best 

Gemini 

May 21 — June 20 

l)n the ivoik liontiei, 
special ular 
deve lopments can be 
anticipated Fxpeit 
good money amund 
luiie 2.1 ^lour health 
will improve and that, in tiiin, will 
enable you to give your best It would 
be wise to go m tor ph\sic,il titness 
and lake an interest in your health 

Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 
^ j , , A week to score, lake 
I ■ ■ I'haiiies, be yoiii best, 

[ gel work done ami also 

! (mil lime to en)OV, have 

I ^h^i^ ' 

• , I Metciiiv-Vemis 

beauliliil (oniuiiction lormation helps 
vou to be iniaginative. inliiilive and 
ingi'iiious I his IS the right time to 
make liieiuls and have a hobbv 




\Leo 

j July 21 — August 21 
' Mars in your sign, 

according to Western 
astrology, gives vou the 
pep and push needed 
to go tor the goals and 
goodies Many I eons 
■ will also be attending to liouse, otfice m 
' the sense of buying, selling renovating, 
j deciiratmg, painting and reUirhishmg 
' Health saleguards essential 

\virso 

; August 22 — September 22 


September 22 


I You have a chance to 
I liiuncli a venture open 
j a re.staiirant, start a 
, 1 business, leach out Kt 
j people and places by 
I ddterent media ot 
I transpoM and publiiily F'or sali-smeii, 

; teachers, slalistiv lans seiiet.ines, 

. pshychologists, iloclvifs aiul 
j aci oiinlaiits, ,i week to go ahead 

Libra 

j September 23 — Octobei 22 

f " ~ The tociis will be on 

tin-anies, familv values 
I and peisonal 

I relationships, a gi and 

^ I no In tinances. earned 

1 . ...fWSt.-1 iiuoine, loans and 

i business transactions are definitely 
; mcluvied A tainily get-together is on 
i the sards Many l.ibraiis will be seeking 
1 new goals 

\ScorpU) 

I October 23 — November 22 
I MM ' Moon Mars oppo.sihon 

makes ^-oii mighty 

I VjSKBr ambitious and forvvani 

j looking Many ot you 

j taking decisive 

I L. * _ action, and it will be tli*‘ 

, riglit one The next wix’k will also be 
I imjiorlant loi il Ihe nioor.'s last v|uarlei 
: also lavouis taking a lew ibniices 
! Nothing ventured, nothing gamed 



BEJAN DARUWALLA 


\Sagittarius 

I November 23 — December 20 

Ilenty of hehind-the- 
i sevne activity, cross 
currents of friendship 
and animosity, says 
Canesha. So keep your 
cool Many of you will 
' be seeking pastums new and green 
! shortly, so it would be best to go about 
' making plans now Travel is on the cards, 
: as things start happening rapidlv 

' Capricorn 

December 21 — January 19 
i c "afSST An excellent week to 

i ask for tavoiiis, move 

IglJ m j .ihead with plans rind 

I pioiei ts. start a 

! campaign, spearhead a 

1 movement Ihe beaulv 

. ot It all i„ vou will si|iiei-7i out time tcir 
mil and games, have ii ImIi he happv 
, like .1 king and c|iii-en Ihe ni'vt 2^ days 
I are tin ichi*-vin,g 

^Aquarius 

, January 20 — February 18 

liim lo make voiii 
move, without being 
j too agresssivi- and the 

I ilianies are vou w'l! 

I succeed Many 

I ! Aqiiaiians will now li-el 

I v>mtidi'nt I’liough to be on their own, 
j start soniethnig new and dillerent .incl 
I exciting and by Novembc-i inc/n, iht- 
' pro|ert should come thioiigli 

\Pisces 

' February 19 -- March 20 

A good tune to travel 
publiiisc v'oiir wart's, 
bimiLsh your imag-' amt 
that ot voui lornpanv, a 
time to sallv lorlh in 

_style and ciinquei Youi 

I hearl will pme lor lov'i' and t}i..t is vchat 
1 you shall liiid l-oi Ihcise in business nr 
j profession, it is time tor rontacis art! 

I cu.stomei satislac'tioii 



BIRTHDAYS 

June 23 Mcmiry-Wnus coniunction makes you JjAtgl^er - Canerrian and can do only too well. It 1$ a year of solid 
loving comfortable and fond of cximforte. Those In arts, crafte conununlcatlon at every Iwel. 

and i^cmicals do weU, -ZT* Moon scxtile Jirpti^ means despite tensions, the 

TiUM 24; Moon's first^arterbrutgs out die in you.' y«ar isgood foranysf»tof<i«ativefme!t;ndjse,Wmi8^c>f the-^ 
Chances will be taken. Cnildten, ixtdiistry, arte, teseanm and •’ ■ , ejtportunilies and the people you run 
marriageplay an hnportant part. JwiMt 2^ Mdon scndlte N^tum ii^ mteite a-moie indpired. 

Jttm 2S( Moon tt^ V^mis gives you dye modi needed hutn^ be^ottt of you and you ate atiite^y Sne tuned. Vou > 

hope, tit^age and conviction. Try fhe long shot, die ” tylB tii^ over trials successfully, , . 

unattatnabh^ m to ^eidc , ,,ffii||*v«9;,VtoiM!ibMar9a»njunctionwifiidvi^VoulJ^ 

/»»» Moon trine sim win lead to glory and jnteynay V^ anddwimeigjhtationtofi^tandoariqtMtii^tqpWiH^ri^^ 

have tt made, itust do what comes natunidiy and diet - -/’-i f. .and honay.i^ooine your way. V'V" 
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JUNIOR WHIRL ^ ^ -M . A!' 



DOTS LIFE! Yeah. U’s only me again Who’d you 
cxpoot. Tyrannosaurus Rcx"^ Draw dot lo dot to 
cotnpletc the picture 


HOCUS-FOCUS 


SAFE BET! Bet someone that he or she has a hole 
in a sock. You can't lost*. Every sock has a hole in 
which to insert foot. 


ROBlSl 'HOOD! Four 
more five-letter words 
are needl'd to 
cor^lement the word 
ROfuN in the diagram 
at right, and thereby 
form a word square— a 
cluster in which all 
words used read the 
same both across and 
down 

I'Vfinitions: 1 "On the eighteenth of —> in Seventy 
five...". 2. Penn-wlvania railroad town 3 Heralded first 
bird of spring (KOBIN, in place) 4 Trojan War epic by 
Homer 5 Singer Ronstadt, for one. 

Let's .si'e how quickly you can fill in these words to 
complete the sqaure. pihii i »■ i ^ i»nW i •.i.im-.ux 


■■iwai 

«□ 

■ 

■ 

HD 

s 

■ 

■ 

□ 

■ 

m 




FIND AT LEAST 6 DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PANELS. 

Buissiuj SI deo 9 pSAOui si uuy s japoMS si quii) eaii p buissiui si 
asDO lu^misui r lueiauip si j|8h Z Buissjui si uea qseji' I saauajau'Q 



mmm 
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UNDO-IT-YOURSELF TV 
CAPER 

So your TV's down, repair 
shop's’closed, and you're bent on 
fixing it yourself. Such a persirn 
is shown at left, and pictured 
with him are some trials and tri¬ 
bulations in the fix-it process. 

Is our good frif*na successful, 
or is he a oust? To find out, start 
with panel 1, study clues, and see 
if you can rearrrangc panels 2, 3 
and 4 i chronological order. 

Time limit: 2 minutes. 

i 'Z 'V '1 *■>1141 ui sp|t>|Ut\ )t-XI I 


LETTER GOlInsert a letter (the 
same letter) in the middle of each 
of these words to form another 
word: 1. RCXDT. 2. TALE. 3. 
ALUM. 4. REEL. 5. COOL. What 
letter complies? 

‘(BSfvnSfuvj b 

13 fi 9 M * WnaiVt 31 BVJ. Z XOBOM I— 
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By'X>EAM’^buw3hr^*a^ SfTAN-raRAK^ 
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PA 6 \WOOC 7 .'C'MON. FOB PETES SAKE.' 
TDNIGMT'S ntE LEA 6 UE CMAMPiOKSMlP/ 


HUM...? ^ 
WHAAA...? 




tl 





wow/ PIP VOU 5CE THAT?.' 
DA 6 WOOO JUST 60 T A ©EAUTIRIL 

sraiKeH 





, _ _ ,.....- 
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OWieOOPNESS' I PtON'T __ 

realize vdu were sack.' J^ N 

----back ? ^ 

. / WHAT PO 'jOU 

MEAN? I NEVER 
(f[ WENT ANYWHERE 
























Kabtr Bedi playing the lead in Sandokan's Triumph 



SANDOKAN REVISITED 

Kahir Bcdi s/iools for Ihc sequd of the mini-series that made him a celebrity 

in Europe. DipH Dave reports 

I I tiMjk all t»f 22 yt*ars, but of a 19th century Malaysian hero. serial in India by next year, but the 

Sandokan has been resurnt-tod And now Bedi is back in action details for this have yet to be worked 

at last Though the television in front of the camera in .Sandoitflff's out. 

mmi-senes was an instant hit in Tnumph. an Italian-Cerman Sandokan, which was aired by 

r.imipe twc> decades ago, whal : production which will be aired on f EKxirdarshan around 15 years ago, is 

mattered to us in India wa.s that the | CTiannel Five in Italy over the I the story of a sivashbuckling pirate, 

homegrown Kabir Bedi was playing I Chnstmim season. Bedi, who owns j also called the Tiger of Malaysia, 
the eponymously-named lead, that I the Indian rights, plares to release the ! who is fighting the British for his 
26 




country's independencu. and falls in 
lovf with an Indian girl. The sequel, 
which IS I'urrently being shot near 
Bangalore, bungs 5>jndokan to India 
in aid of his best friend, Yane/. de 
Clomera, who.se lady love, a princess 
from Assam, is being harassed by 
neighbouring kings. Sandokan, 
while helping princess Surama retain 
her kingaom, comes in conflict with 
the British again. And all the while 




desire to be free." Hinting at, 
perhaps, yet another senal, he adds, 
^’A major part of Sandokan’s slor>' 
needs to be told and possibly 1 tould 
do It." 

O ne of the few Asian henH*s, who 
has made an impact 
internationally, Sandokan i.s the 
creation of an Italian writer, Salgari, 
who suppo.sedly never ever travelled 
out of his counhy but nonetlieless 
wove fantasies about India, Africa 
and other Asian countnt's which he 
had read about in encvclopedia.s So, 
Sandokan is not really <i historical 
figure, though there were enough 
brave people like him who were 
willing to take on the colonialists. 

Sandokan (Kabir Bedi) with Yogi Azim 


Being made at an estimated cost 
of $15 million, the sequel, according 
to Bedi, will be a ma|or media event 
in Europe this Christma.s. The mini- 
series which IS targi'tted at a Western 
audience and tells the tale of a 
Malaysian hero, is being shot 
entirely in Mysoiv. But then, as 
Mathieu Carnere, who plays the bad 
guv. Ra.ska, explains, "uiis has 
palaces, temples, rivers and tore.sts, 
which IS an ideal location lor a fairy 
talc kind ot story.” 

Carnere, a German actor, looks 
every bit a rtifa, if one overlooks his 
white skin And he I’onfesses that he 
I.s mlishing e\'erv moment ot plaving 
the "bi^sl bad guy yet" The scene 
being .shot n'volves around him, the 
(Franco Nero) and Yanez ^abio Testi) 












Sandokan: Fighting the British for his country’s independence 



black /ufu who is out to usurp 
pnntvss Surama's throne, and has 
ordered the rebels to be trampled by 
elephants. 

Tlie tension is palpable as the 
imtire unit waits nervously for the 
shot to be canned. Gemini, the 


elephant who has been hired fmm a 
circus. IS gently coaxed by his mahout 
to raise his foreleg and bring it up 
unhl it touches the extra's head, so 
that It lu<iks as if he is squashing it. 
After a few more takes, the director, 
£nzo C. Castellari, oka 3 rs the .shot. 


This IS Castellan's second visit to 
India And the action movie dii<*ctor, 
who has such films as Prorix Warrior, 
Shark Hunter and Battle of Briton to 
his credit in addition to a number of 
Westerns, is hard to work trying to 
recreate the Sandokan magK "But," 
he say.s, "though it has been good 
working on this pniiect, but making 
a .sequel to a film wnich was not 
directed by you lakes away much of 
the excitement" 

Incidentally, no one on the crew 
has had a chance to .see the original 
serial. But asks Carnen', who ha.s 
earlier played tlie mmantic hero in 
German, Spanish and French films, 
"Docs It really matter?" According to 
lum, the original senes did well 
because of the Italian love for 
costume drama, and the sequel will 
do well for much the same reason 

Carnere, who like Bedi has "had 
a ball throughout the shooting" with 
snakes, horses and elephants, says 
he would "definitely hike to work in 
Indian movies". Dragging on his 
agarette, he quips, "I think I have 
more of an Indian in me. I have not 
been down with cither diarrhoea or 
malaria." 

This is Raska's day. The erstwhile 
Rajendra Vilas Palace Hotel has been 
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He may have hit the hay' century but Kabir Bedi is still going strong 


TJe JBisy be 50-plus, but he'» stifl 
^Xgoing stroi>g. His Sandokan 
had teenyboppeis all over Euxope 
sv*poning over him nearly two 
decades BgO/and nowKabirBedi is 
aU set to perform a repeat. 

Bedi, who is the only actor from 
the original series who will be 
performing ht the sequel, 

Sakdokan's THumjiii, iaiVt in the least 
concerned about hw tihe passa^ 
of (he years may have treated 1&. 
And he's very confident that he is 
the right choice to play the 
I Malaysian hero—even though 
Yanez, Sandokan's friend, is being 
played by a younger actor "The 
only charwe in Sandokan," says 
Bedi, "is that he is more mature 
now. And why not?" 

VVhy not, indeed! 

Relaxing at the Lalith Mahal 
Hotel on his day off from shooting, 
Kabir looks gix>d for another lOyear 
run at least. The light-eyed hero, 
who amassed coveted awards in 
Italy, Germany and France for his 
rule as Sando^n in the original, 
appears to be the image of an 
archetypal rebel; and mus 
eminently suited to play a 
Malaysian pirate. He still retains the 
rugged gix>d looks that led the 
Comcre Della Sea, Italy's most 
respected newspaper to run a front¬ 
page article saying that he had 
Drought "star craze back to Italy”. 

Orawing parallels with the 
character he plays, Bedi says that 
th^ share the same passion to 
willingly risk all for whatever they 
believe m. "1 am my own man," 
says Kabic "and Sandokan too is 
answerable to any authority." 



most of her time in Los Aiweles 
wlUi her husband, whose fftird— 
mi he swears, hM —vantage this 
is. 

Panned by critics fbf his 
perfocmartoe in Hindi movies, Bedi 
has proved to be a bi«er hit with 
Western audiences, mough the roles 
he can play are Umited because of 
his ethnicity. But Kabir believes that 
thii^ are longing in India. "Witfi 
the boom in leleviiutm channels,'' he 
Says, "the nature of Indian cinema is 
also poised for a diange." This 
change will bring with it greater 
professionaUsni, says Bedi, and an 
entirely new breed of film directors. 

Cif the new directors on the 


leg^e^e^^y»ifsrgl^ 

family's role in India freedom 
struggle. In 1935, his hitho^ Baba 
Bedi, married an English girl, 

Freda, at Oxford, wmre the two 
were studying. On tiieir return to 
India, they plunged into the 
freedom movement, and also 
served time in jail. Hence, Kabir's 
empatiiy with Sandokan, whose life 
is one big struggle against the 
British, tnouginie does fall in love 
with an English girl. And, as Bedi 
reminds us playfully pointing at his 
beautiful ww:, Nikki, ^I a^ 
married an Elfish mrl." 

Well, half ^dish, at any rate. 
Nikki, whose fatner was an Indian 
doctor who married his English 
nurse, is better-known in India for 
her chat ^ow, Nikki Tonight, which 
came to kn untimely end because of 
a controversy over certain remarks 
about Mahatma Gandhi. These 
days, howeveC) Nikki prefers to 
ke^ a low pr^e as uie spends 


horizon, the one Bedi would like to 
work with most is Mani Ratnam, 
who, he says, "has some artistic 
sensibility in this world of 
commercial cinema”. Other tfian 
that, Kabir, who has feature fflms, 
television serials and theatre plays 
to his credit, would like to turn 
director, peAaps with a sequel to 
Saitdokan. 

But until that happens, Bedi has 
no problon playing the 
stereo^pical Asian warrior or 
‘ ce in practically every Western 
of his. He is yet to appear (in 
India) as a Moroccan prince in The 
Bold And The Beauti^, but he has 
acted wiffi Joan Collins in Dynasty, 
David Hassldhoff in Kni^i Rider, 
Tom Selleck in Maf^umPf, Hunter 
lyio in The Maharaja's Daughter. 

There's a fair bit of acting left in 
Kalrir, though- So, don't be suprLsed 
if he's playing a swashbuckling 
piiate even as he celebrates his ^tii 
Dirthday. 



converted into his palace. And his 
enoniie,s are being condemned to 
death, even as the palace gaurds 
shout "Long live Raska". inc black 
raja even manages to knife a rebel 
while sitting on hLs cushioned 
throne, with the beautiful Yamira 
smiling behind him. 

And Carriere is clearly enjoying 
himself hugely "Not a single drop of 
blood is split,'* he lau^:;, ^Here lies 
the fun. 1 Kill hundreds and no blood 
is shed." But what annoys him most 
is that whenever he is close to 
getting what he desires, Sandokan 
appears out of nowhere and forces 
hun to a duel. 


Except for Bedi, the only other 
Indian actors in the scries are Aqun 
Sajnani, a Bangalore theatre person, 
Ravi Khotc, Rajat Gowda and Shiv 
iManda. But then, as Sajnani explains, 
'Since they are making the tilm, they 
would want to play the roles too." 

And it's not as if they are doing a 
bad job of it, even as they have a 

g ooa time on l<x:ation. Randi 
igerman, the American actress who 
is playing Yamira, Raska's mistross, 
is very excited about her role "This 
is like a dream come true," she 
gushes, showing off her Indian 
costume and jewellery, "When I was 
a little girl, I would imagine myself 


as a princi-ss of a faraway place " 

'Inen there's Lady Itora I\trkcr, 
the reporter, who falls in love with 
Sa^'dokan, played by the hall-lndian 
halt-German Mandala Taydc, while 
the princess Surama is played by 
Romina Power, daughter ot the 
famous actor, Tynnine Power 

The .scnal which is being shot 
from April onwariLs, dwsn't just 
have an cclecHic star ca.st It also 
boasts of some extra-sfiecial effects, 
like chariots which blow up in the 
most sfK*ctacular manner, elephants 
on the rampage, and fights on 
horseback. So, remain warned, it’s a 
masala mix all the way. ■ 
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ACHI4MCK0EV 

Ski^km^.SfH, bui she 





W hat ia yoor 
idea of 
petfect 
utwinasa? 


happinaMr nij 

Lots of love 

and lota of 1 

Grown 

Whatwyonr 

glcatcM Jear? O Wn 

ProWningtna 
boetinthe. 
ittiddle of die sea. 

Who or wbat iMpi been ttK 
gieaCest lalhae^ }o yow 
My sister. . ' . 

What do yew dSfUlcc inoat fai 
otheira? ■ '# ,. 


What is your 
nightmare? 


Growing old on my 
own—all alone 


LaiAofi^ 

vniir Mteem. 

your What do you 

lare? MtisUkamastla 

.yoora^f? 

■I I lo^ eveiything 

d on my 

^ Whidlayowr 
alone m^faedoos 

o esaeiath w'?. 
A^familyi , 

Whrt do a^^ 
oairy? ■'. -, ■• • y ,"■ 

, .Upeti^haittKtush'd^ 
d^tudia^. 

Whatnodieaybtt rooat d e jpresoed ? 
Feople hay^ 


‘Wfe &y^ .; d^^ 

^aW j c O t.''V ''fv!.! 

__ 

Whid la yiwir wyoorife siwi^ 

■ :.,;uFspaiii^.:'/.v.;■••■; ^'^K''•: 

WlM« lip yo«r 1^^ 

' 1>t^ layortf l itiai a i ^ drwwi?' . 

attcarteojns.aiDOnd.im.''' . 

What is yoor iii||^Uinat«? . ' . 
(^wo^iflSdohjny atone.j 

On what occasions 
do you lie? 

Whenever it^s 
necessary to protect 
myself 

What or who la the greateat love 
of Toitrlife? 

My fadier. 

Wh«d is yoor source of 
aaatenance? 

Being the exhibitionist tiiat I am 
cm the ramp arid in front of the 
camera. 

On what occasions do you lie? 

Whenever it's necessary to 
protect myself. 

What is TOUT greatest learrt? 

That f did not learn mmsriakixig> 
What has been yoor happiist 
moment? 

When 1 gmduahed and ssuld 
goodb^lostudlesiotefver. 

What oilhgs team to )roof eyes? 

' Orphaned diihben and'me ' 
tihew^t ol death ctf my lowed obss. 
How do yon relax? 

‘Soak mysdf hi.a bajb^.^tn 
wldt l^tit 0 % a gfass oi f.<anamffagn e- 
in • hand and iaSS^'toTBSi3|^~, 
over the' phew, . ■■. ' 

Whid 4 d yon envy moat in eimM 


ih'dudrmouth. 

vdww ytooidj^ Hh*' id. ho '/■' 
;ycn!iem1»ered?.. 

... ;,Aa lA'emotioualJ'hmny.-''' 

: iuelligmtmibdlidfadie^ . • 

j^«jiwWo«dd'.ytm'i^ ' f.' 
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Ayurveda the science of life, has stood the test of time 
for well over 2,000 years Ayurveda is a legacy from 
India's glorious past when the Rishis had mastered 
the secrets of nature for the benefit of mankind. 
Vicco Vairadanti Paste is the original Ayurvedic 
paste. Vkxo cares for your mouth - 
effective, active, totally natural. Vicco is for healthy 
gums & firm teeth. Every tube of Vicco contains 20 
pure herbal extracts long established by Ayurvedic 
herbal traditions to be good for teeth, mouth & 
gums Ayurvedic practice, centuries old, 
actively involves, those elements in nature most beneficial 
to the individuals. Vicco Paste is made from herbs, 
barks, roots & ilowers.... no artificial ingredients, no harsh 
abrasives or fluorides.. Just the-best ingredients 
for disorders of gums & teeth. Vicco's concentrated 
formula lasts longer and tastes great. 

Vicco is worldwide favourite for decades. 

Vicco IS vegan No Animal ingredients. 

Vicco Products: Natural-Natunrtly better. 
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PERFECT 

CONFERENCE VENUES 

DOWN SOUTH. 

.ASHOK KLITE HOTELS AT MYSORE, BANGALORE ik KOX'ALAM. 



The A.shtik Uriiup otters 

•stiittMif-thc-arr business 
anJ conference taciliries at 
three picturesque 
locations down south. 

The i.<iiitha Mahal Palace 
I!i>iel 1 .. Mysore; Hotel 
Ashok in B.'inf'.ilorc, and 
the exotic Kovalam Ashok 
Beach Resort. 

Your tonference 
privileges consi.st ot 
lonveiition hulls for upto 
SCO or smaller conference 
rooms fi.r SO 

• j and 1 so. 

• Simultaneous 
iranslation 
til limes, travel 



arran^jcincnts, airport 
facility, plus all the other 
re(.|Uireinents ot modern 
day confcicncinK- 

t'omhine hllsine.ss with 
pleasure. Get your family 
aloni' And you could enjoy 
the following facilities . 

• Sightseeing .and shiipping 
tours • Hi-tech health 
clubs • Facility for aqunne 
sports, Ayurvedic massages 
eti at Kovalam 


• A .selection of well- 
appomteil ileluxe rooms 
and suite.s • .A choKc ol 
Region.'il, Indian ,ind 
C'ontinental 
cuisine. 

Take 

.it/vaiir.ige <•/ 
rfie As/iok 
/ncenrive fhd/d.ij’s 
ot/er troiii li>tApnl to 

?Of/i Sepe 'yt' 



_Ashok_ 

i:Ln K 

HOTELS 


.St MMfcK f:ONFKRKNt,INO 
1.*^ SI it 'U H’N 


For derails and resorwatioii inntaet the hotels directly: Hi>u'J ■A'./i.iL, Ringa/urt, 7 rl Fax . f 5, 

l.ilnl),' M.ih.il Until -VfisiTi. 7i7 • J'c'tiii'./'.IV 1 >/‘/.S, Kin'.i/.im Adx'A/le.u/i Rtsurt. Ti7 4tlCI0I, 

I .i\ ‘//•/'/'/-////ilR A.%hok Instiint Reservation Service • NVu/Jfi/ii, /i’/ U24422, hxtn ISiti, Ii(il7}2. 

/•,i\ >1/Ji iHiJf'7. Harii/MV, rW 7.021,4tiI, hix ‘U-22-202o072; i'.ihtin.,. Id 242t^>OI,lM 2420922 
,V/,i./r.iv, Tc'i il2S7214. h.,K 9l.44»2721t<b. F.in,;., Inn. <d.22b94b2.2:‘i0202.li,y d/Hl1.2i5(VU 
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Street art in Lahore: The female figure atop the tiger Is cleaily inspired by Images (rf 
die Hindu Goddess, Durga 


A Friend and 
a Foe 

a Thank you for die 
Tvonderhn cover story cm 
Pakistan riVavels 
irhiough Pakistan', May 
12). As two neighbour 
I sharing cominon prdb- 
j lems uid interests, we 
j could have had a better 
I undeistandii^ of each 
I odier. But due to false 
I propaganda, illiteracy and 
{ mismtormation, ina|ority 
! Pakistanis harbour a 
1 wrong impres.«ion of 
I India, 
j B.M. Bose, 

{ Calcutta 

j 

j S Om^atulations to the 
j writer lor her brilliant 
cover story Having so 
much ui common it is dif> 
bcult to comprehend why 
' we are always at logger¬ 
heads. 

Nisheeih Bifawat, 

Calcutta 

j I® The cover story wa.s 
j excellent. The writer's 
I account was exciting and 
authentic. We don't get to 
read much about Pakistan 
in India and only real life 
accounts like this cover 
story satiate our curiosity 
about this neighbour. 

Atiah Bafpai, 

Smtiniketan 

Bk The hospitality diat 
Indians received in 


Pakistan only proves that 
the hostility foat exists 
between tito two has be^ 
kept alive by those with 
vested interests. 

Sufit Banerjee, 

CMcutta 

ti The hatred diat India 
and Pakistan have for 
each other makes it neces¬ 
sary for the two to spend 
massive amounts on 
defence. 


With better relations, a 
big chunk of diis buciget 
could be channelised tor 
national development. 
Mill Das, 

Smdri 

■ f don't think the visits 
of Indian army heavy- 
weif^ts and intellectuals 
will bring any change in 
Pakistan’s attitude. 

M. Das, 

Jamshedpur 


■ Pakistani roli, kebtdrs 
and btiyam may taste bet¬ 
ter, but its interests in 
India arc certainly nefari¬ 
ous. It should stop export¬ 
ing terror to India and be 
serious about peace. 
AbMshake Kumar Saba, 
Ichhapur (W.B) 

■ Thanks for the free trip 
to Pakistan. 

Arfa Mishra, 

Cuttack 
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PRIYA PAUL'S appointment a.s the new' presi¬ 
dent The Park gniup of hotels i.s in keeping 
with the hotel chain's new policy of mimcting 
dynamic professionals into the business. A pro¬ 
file of the young heire.ss. 

PAGE 26 

AMTT SAIGA L. The man who loves to mck. 
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26 MUSIC' 
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MAKING HER 



Ttie Atrium; Part of Parle HotaTs naw look in Calcutta 


Priya Paul is the new name to looh our for in 
the hotel business. SanUta BHaHa profiles 
the young heiress 

NO COFFEE OR TEA FOR PRIY A PAUU THE YOUNG 
president of Apeefay Surrendra Hotels. She pre¬ 
fers a tall glass of ntmim pimt instead. Nor does the 
mandatory computer grace her polished desk. A 
palmtop lies within easy readv though, and helps 
facilitate her work as a busy corporate head. 

''Ycni can hook it onto a fax or printer, which 
makes life very oemvenient for me when 1 travel," 
she explains, adding und^ her breath, "Must 
make sure tibat all my executives get them." That 
she is technology friendly is dear horn the well- 









Lighthouse: The new multi-cuisine restaurant at The Parii, Vizag Lutyens Lounge: Providing a panoramic vie\ 


thumbed copy of Micro- 
saift Windows 95 Out Bes alongside Tht 
Green Hotelier, leflectingbothherpro- 
fessional interest in ho^ and a perso¬ 
nal one in the environment. 

Paul is tastefully, but simply dres¬ 
sed, the only stroke of extravagance 
being the solitaires that flash tongues 
of blue fire in her ears Sheisquitethe 
codL collected businesswoman, 
thou^ a softer persona deams 
through as she answers her cellular 

[ >hone, that rings only too frequently, 
t's just friends calling to say "Hi", me 
off^. 

If today this 30-year-old Calcutta 
girl—al^retoHuuseandLaMartitue- 
re product—is the youngest presi¬ 
dent to head a chain of hotels, then she 
was also perhaps the youngest gene¬ 
ral mana^ any hotel had known 
when she conunenced her hoteliehng 
career at the dwurdly young age of U. 
The Park hotels diat sne now steers are 
part and parcel of the Apemy Sur- 
rendra C^up, a diversined Indian 
industrial conglomerate that her 
fadier once he^ed. 

Today, the Apeejay Group whidi 
was started in 1910has aU too nuny 
interests: operations in steel, enginee¬ 
ring shipping, tea, confectionery, con¬ 
struction, realestate, international 
trade andL (rf course, hotels. And Pri- 
ya's appointment as presidenL albeit 
because of providence, is much in kee¬ 
ping with m trend of inducting a new 
generation of young, pro fes sional 
6 


mana^rs who would infuse dynam¬ 
ism into a busiiwsB enterprise. 

Tnibated into thehoteliermg trade by 
xher father, Sunendra Paul, Priya 
learnt the ropes at The Park hotel in 
Delhi, soon after her graduation in Eco- 
nomks from the United States. "The 
Park, Delhi didn’t have a general 
manam in those days," sm explains. 
"1 took on my first job three days after 
I touched down in faidia as marketing 
manager, also doubling as its acting 
gener^ manager." 

The plan was to let Priya learn the 


ropes of the femily business from a 
relatively less important position of 
authority. But fete had omer plans in 
store for the young woman. In 1990, 
her father was shut dead by ULF A mili¬ 
tants as he toured his tea estates in 
Assam, and Priya had to mw up in a 
hurry. S3ie was appointed president of 
Apeejay Surrendra Hotels, and was 
experted to take durge of the family's 
hoteliering empire. 

Reminiscing about those days, 

Priya says thoughtfully, "Even 
ihcmgh I was prepared to get involved 
with the family businc&s eventually. 


Surrendra Paul: His untimely death catapirited his daughter into the hot seal 
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f New Delhi's Jantar Mantar Zen serves both Southeast Asian and Chinese food at The Park. Calcutta 

this unexpected resf^nsibilify after an Hie Park in Ddhi was facing stiff com- I dries, the customer didn't identify 
upheaval in the family came like a bolt petition from such other deluxe hotels ' ffiem with sophistirated luxury 
from the blue." in the capital as the Taj and the Obcroi. hotels So, a tnorough overhaul was 

Thrust into the hot seat—with In consultation with the hotel vice- calledfor. 

sister and brother helping her in die presidents, Paul dedded to embark on As part of this plan, Ihe Park m Gd- 

busincss—Paul found Iwrself faced the master plan that her father had cutta was practically built anew. Since 

with a difficult task. The first problem dialked out: to renovate—andprach- 1990neariyRsl2crort‘hasbeeniavish- 
that had to be tackled was die re- cally rebuild, if nereasaiy—all three ed on the hotel to give it a brand new 

positioning ofThc Park chain. hotels over ^ next five years and personality, complete widi such new 

tVhen she took over, the properties— relaunch diem as a contemporary lestauraiUs as the Atrium, Zen and 
the chain's flagship in Calcutta, the chain of hotels. "We were firm on the Someplace Else. 

Park m Delhi and the relatively fact that we had to establish or re- The Park in Vizag has soaked in an 

unknown properfy in Vishakhapat- establi^ their positions in the local investment of Rs 2 croie giving SO per 
nam—were not included in the and international market by looking cent of the rooms a fresh look, the 

upmarket and top^if-the-linecatego- at a complele turnaround in their lobby a facelift, a new restaurant and a 

ry of hotels in India. All three hotels image," says Ptiya. "Today. I think we spruced-upswimmingpool.ThecurT- 
would have to be overhauled tho- are pretty much on target." ent year and an additional Rs 3 crore 

rou^y before diey could take pride A specific programme for the entire wUI take care of the remaining pro¬ 
of plaoe in the Indian hotel business. chain was di«i dialked out. That was blems. Besides giving the property a 

Now, six years down die Ime, Paul when huge investments were planned newlook,dicmanagementisal.sotry- 
look bade at her work with satisfac- and pumped in, renovations and refur- ingtoputdiedesbnationonthelcisu- 
tion. All three hotels have been revam- bishinents undertaken that would am- re and corporate traveller's itinerary 
ped thoroughly and re-launched as vert die dil^dated structures to tren- "nieParkinDeihitoobearsacom- 

'boutique'hotels: hixi^ five^lar dy hotels. "The boHomUne was to pletely different look, beginning at die 
hotels radinduui chain hotels in the b^medv preferred choice amongst lobby levd. You can't miss die Hemi 

Inter-Continental style. As she says intemational business and Idsure tra- Bawa abstract in glass as you enter 

proudly, "Today, dw Park is a brand vellers and the obvious choice for Indi- (northeluosthatlieveryconspicuous- 
and has been consdousfy developed an corporate traveUera," says Paul. ly next to the elevators). Ihen, it's onto 
and marketed as such. It's a padcage of In order to do this, it was necessary Lutyens Lounge on the exdwiive 

three boutique hotels, very five- toinfuseasenseof'di^mit'ness'by deluxe floor wiA its panoramic view 

starish and elegant." giving a oontenqiorafy feel to the hotel ofJantarMantarandthencwlyrefufbi- 

But how did siw manage to bring interior. Hence, a deliberate decision sh^ banquet areas. The hold has also 

diistum-around in such a short space was made to go in for a liberal dose of opened yet another watering hole in 

time? After alL when she toede over, styliahness, and a very'young'look. tm heart of Delhi: Someplace Else. 

The Park in Calcutta had gone to seed, Therunaway success of'Someplace 

engulM in its old world aura. The six- 'nepodtionira the holds was not an Else'apub- 

acre prime property in Vizag hadn't J\e^ task. Though the properties cum-restauianf-cum-ni^tdubmCal- 
been able to fiiM its nidie despite had a lot going for them by way of cutta prompted The Park to laundi a 

beingopened way back in 1968. And flieirstraiegi^ocation in nie three restaurant on the same lines in E>dhi. 




"It's not just a bar, a pub nor a dub— Fauiisaoonfimiatkmoftfietranninit- 13 uthow does this petite woman fit 
it's all ihmioUed into one," Paul ment to the market. She explains, Ointo die male-dominated woild of 

daims, with a smile. "^nuug^ a lot has been done, die job is bidianbuainess?Well,if you must 

Sad you're looking for favourites never really complete, what with rano' know, very comfortably. 

Ulw steak and kidney pie, roast vatkmsbe^ an ongoing process at a According to Paul die travel trade 

chicken. Fisherman's basket and Lon- hotd. Besides, what die turnaround accepts women a lot more easity than 
don Mixed GriO in the cajmtal 3 rou has actually achieved is giving the pro- any other industry. "I fed that the 
know where to head for. The outlet perties one identity. Ihey are no km- industry is much more approachable 
functions as a pub-restaurant du]^ gerduee hotels diat guests Icwk at in and Car more rdaxed than any odier 
die day and a chib at night when it is iscdatkxi. They are looked upon as a male dominated field," she says, add- 
open exclusively to members and resi- chain widi streamlined procedures ing a moment later, "At the manage- 
dentguests and strategies. AO three offer an idcnti- mentlevditreaOydoesn'tmatterwhe- 

To ensure that )rDU have a swinging cal experienoe just like any other hcAel ther you are a man or a woman. You 
time you can dso sing along on chain of inlemational standards. could either be a good manage or a 

Karaoke special days. For those Texlay Park hotels are comparable bad manager. It's performance and 
who want to liael die pub atmosphere, with any odier top-of-die-Iine hotels." competence diat really is die deciding 
the dartboard offers a favourite pasb- Having refurbished, the hotd.s are fector and not gender." 

me. And these are but some the in die prexess of consolidating their However.whiletheieareaconsider- 

refuifaishments in the Delhi property, position having already achievcxl a dis- able number of women in various 
which have totted up expenses of over tinct customer profiJe. While the capi- departmentsofthehotelieringbusi- 
Rs 6 crore.Furdier renovations of tal attracts a large part of the tourist nesslikediefrcmtoffice,housekee- 
rooms and addition of facilities are on segment, the Cakutta property fOls up ping, sales and pifolic relations, Paul 
die anvil during die current year, widi buriness traffic to the tune of concedes that very few actuaUy scale 

1996-97. 80-B5 per cent, while 50^ per cent of the tc^. 9ie muses,'7 really don't see 

The extensive rehubishments on Vizag bookings also come nom die too many women at the topmost or 
the group's agenda tor the hotels, says business traveller. managerial slots. Maybe one in ten. 


Someptacte Else: Yet another watering hole in the heart of Delhi 



8 







Even the F&B department has fewer 
women than one could expert to find. 

I guess that is due primarily because of 
the hours and the prc.ssurcs of the fami¬ 
ly that keeps them from greater 
involvement in the industry." 

But as president of the hotel chain, 
Paul's own involvement is complete. 
As is The Park's involvement with the 
local activities of tlic city in which it is 
based. So every now and then there's 
supper theatre at the Park, with local 
troupes performing tor the beneht of 
its guests, while celebrities in the capi¬ 
tal are also invited for 'Going Public at 
the Park', a brainchild of Paul and her 
team of VPs. 

'Going Public' is an exercise unique 
to The Park in Delhi, which was intro¬ 
duced to promote awareness on diver¬ 
se subjects by way of regular public 
speaking events. The hotel offers emin¬ 
ent speakers a platform to share their 
views, knowledge and t*xpenence 
with the public at large, as attendance 
is open to anyone who is interested. 

A.s many as 13 .speakers have gone 
public at The Park including Jatiii Da.s, 
Salman Khurshid, Maneka (landhi, 
Kiran Bedi, Subodh Bhargava of 
Eichcr group, Ramesh Vangal of Pepsi 
Foods, Dr M B Athreva, management 
advisor and Shiv khera a human 
resource consultant 

Paul explains the other diverse inter¬ 
ests of the group at large "The hotels 
have taken upon themselves to promo¬ 
te aintemporar^' art and culture, iind 
the performing arts We try and keep 
as active on the social scone as we can 
We have tried to include as many inter¬ 
esting thmgs on the Park agenda as we 
can. 

At the Delhi hotel, the seeds for ano¬ 
ther novel scheme were sown 
recently. A midnight art bazaar throw 
open its doors giving Delhiites an 
opportunity to view and buy from a 
collection of over 200 works of over 
100 artists. The bazaar was enlivened 
with not ju.st the works of young and 
upcoming artists from all over tne 
country, but also such old masters as 
Ram KinkarBaij, Jamini Roy, Aba- 
nindra Nath Tagore, M F Musairv log- 
enChoudhary and Manu Paiekh. 

The bazaar had been visualised as a 
catalyst in the creation and enrich¬ 
ment of art by acting as a bridge bet¬ 
ween the artists and the patroas. Also, 
it helped focus on talented upcoming 
artists, giving them a platform to 
bring tl^ works to art patrons at 
such a well-known forum. 

Paul says that the bazaar "kept in 
mind that today people have very lit¬ 
tle time to actually spend browsing 



around at an art exhibition"; TTie 
show was timed as an after-dinner, or 
late-at night event throwing its doors 
open to fho pubhc trom 9pm to 2am 
Ine mam attraction ot the exhibition 
was that m.\ny ot the work.® on display 
Wt‘re available at very affortlablc 
rates. Beside.s, the visitors had a chan¬ 
ce to interact with some of the artists 
who were present at the time the 
bazaar wa.e in full torm. 

Explains Paul, "Sponsormg the art 
baz<iar is an area wo have gone into 
quite effortlessly keeping in mind the 
important rule that art has played in 
the extensive renovations and icposi- 
tioning of the Park hotels as the hrst 
chain of boutique hotels in India " 

While the Park hotels in Delhi and 
Calcutta have grown to become pivo¬ 
tal points oi the cities’ social activities, 
the Vizag hotel is actively promoting 
tire destination it is located in. An inno¬ 
vative lour package was thus introduc¬ 
ed recently which attempts in packag¬ 
ing attractively, the destination and 
the hotel thi ough a very' attractive holi¬ 
day scheme V'alid till the end of Sep¬ 
tember the Vacation Vizag Package 
offers a four days and three nights holi¬ 
day thdtwill lake care of airport or rail¬ 
way transfers, all meals on all days, 
free use of the pool and sports activit¬ 
ies on offer and oven a half day sight¬ 
seeing trip. All this for just Rs fj„'r.S5 
(taxes included) for double occupan¬ 
cy. And children below 12 stay free. 
"We've met with mixed success but 
we are aware of the fact that it takes 


time to sell the destination But the 
hotel is showing signs of recuperating 
and tots up .SO per cent occupancy 
levels throughout the year," she 
explains 

L ike any other hotelier, Paul too is 
quite aincemed about the paucity 
of hotel rooms in the capital and other 
metro aties "Perhap.s tne only posi¬ 
tive fallout of the shortage of hotel 
rooms has been the fact mat hotels are 
scaling high rates of occupancy even 
in the summer months which are tradi¬ 
tionally off-season. This low sx‘ason 
has actually shrunk to a bare two 
months!" she exclaims, 

Paul reflects the concern of the 
industry regarding the fact that there 
IS also a complete lack ot mid-range 
hotel chains. She says, "'lliere are not 
enough choices in tne mid-pncing 
range And in the lower range <if 
hotels, there is very little or practically 
no stimdardisation whatsoevei At the 
end ot the day the traveller ends up 
spending either a fortune or is aunpel- 
U*d to put up at a hotel wheie his expec¬ 
tations are not met with " 

So it's not surpri.sing that the group 
is planning on expanding and in the 
pipeline is a 4-star hotel- 
cum-residcntial club at new Bombay 
with further plans to open up new 
resort hotels to cater to the growing 
tounsm market. Further expan.sion is 
on the cards through the acquisition or 
I managing additional properties 
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ani Shankar Aiyar likes to call things 
names. The first thing he called a 
name was me. In his column in 
Sunday magazine he called me a 
clown of The Times of Indta. Tlie 
fallout was most gratifying; the 
Suraiya stock registered a marked 
rise on the sensex of public 
consdou-sness 

People who hadn't called me 
anything or anywhere in years, not 
even to their second-best dinner 
parties, called me to inform me of my 
newly acquired celebrity status. 
Perfect strangers accosted me on the 
street to felicitate me on my 
achievement, and on my visits to the 
local sttbztwalla I kept a sharp eye out 
tor lurking autograph hounds TOhind 
the bandh gobi. 

Chuffed as I was by all this 
attention, 1 couldn't help but wonder 
if it was entirely warranted. I don't 
know Mani personally, but I know 
him by reputation—as indeed who 
doesn't?—and I had this feeling that 
in the present instance he hadn't 
given It his best shot. Being called a 
clown of TOl —particularly by one 
who could be said .to fulfil a similar 
function for a larger and more 
exalted entity, namely 
COI —appeared to me to be a case of 
damning with faint condemnation. 

At least if he'd called me a four- 
anna clown it would have been 
something. I wasn't entirely sure 
what a four-anna clown might be. 

But it is a matter of record ^t that 
quadruplicate coinage is an old 
favourite of Mani's, who used it with 
memorable effect to designate his 
political colleagues who he felt were 
shortchanging the Congress party 
rather than coming to its aid. If foiu- 
anna Congressmen were fit only to 
be consigned to the begging bowl of 
history as the loose andleftover 
change of a tender no longer legal, 
how much more dispensaole a tour* 
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anna clown? Being called a four-anna 
clown would have suited me Bne. 

But by his failure to add a 
denominational prefix to my 
clownishness, Vlani had implicitly 
upgraded me to being a fully* 
capitalised 16-anna clown, an 
unremarkable species in Congress or 
other dicles. 

Still, one takes what one gets and 
tries to make the most of it. VV^n the 
then deputy Prime Minister, Devi 
Lai, called the then editor of the 
Indian Express, Arun Shourie. a 
familiarly disparaging epithet, 
editorial judgment deemed it fit to 
record the episode for posterity on 
the front page of die paper, never 
mind that the term in question is in 


many parts of north India more in 
the nature of a salutation expressing 
fraternal camaraderie rather than 
opprobrium. But then, what can you 
expect from a chap who at best 
was—so to Mani-speak—an eight- 
anna PM? 

Mani himself, however, is not an 
eight-anna anything. Indeed, if one 
mves him full marks, and annas, as 
bodi columnist and Congressman, he 
totals up to an impressive 32 annas. 
And from 32 annas one does expect a 
little more, even in these inflationary 
and dedmalised times. 

I don't know if one can get a 
thesaurus for 32 armas these days, 
but Mani could have borrowed mine. 
There, under clown (sub-division. 


fool) he would have discovered; 
buffoon, zany, ass, donkey, goose, 
cuckoo, idiot, natural, half-wit, 
mongol, cretin, moron, imbcdle, 
silly-Dilly, stooge, butt, laughing¬ 
stock, twit, clot, bungler, birdbrain, 
feather-brain, dotaro, ninny, 
simpleton. Simple Simon, tom- 
noculy, Charlie, noodle, nincompoop, 
jujggins, mugMs, booby, sap, big 
stiff, poor stidr, dope, jerk, gowk, 
galoot, goof, greenhorn, weed, drip, 
softy, sucker, dupe, gapei^ gawker, 
dunce, dullard, blockhead, numskull, 
duffer, dolt, dumb, cluck, ignoramu.s, 
fathead, thickhead, bonehead, pinhead, 
dunderhead, blunderhead, 
chucklehead, jobbernowl, nitwit, 
dimwit, mutt, chump, clot, clod, oafi 








booby, lot'll, bumpkin 

Or—in keeping with m\ status 
as an honorary Bengali - --he eould 
have culled me a nonsense. A 
noRsense i.s the ultimate verbiil 
gauntlet in Bongdom, signitying 
rull-fnmtal, eyeDall-to-eyeball 
confrontation When two Bongs 
prepare to cros.s dialectical .swords 
—typically in a coftee house or a 
similar iiiUa —the iw^allmtuli begins 
in low k^'', with both participants 
metaphorically clearing their 
throats as it were with a couple of 
muttered h>kas and /i/i/c kotiuts 
Then, in cnasonance with the 
Bong's bicultural credo that the Sen 
never sets on the British empire, the 
logomachv escalates into English, 
Bandar fellow! exclaims one duellist 
with a deadly thrust. Kaskail, 
whyfore you arc showing me n'd, 
led eyes? ripostes the other. Things 
are distinctly wanning up now' 
Then comes the clincher, the final 
broadside. You non.sen.se' thunders 
one combatant, evoking shade.s ot 
Surendranath Bannerjea 
denouncing the partition of Bengal 
After that it's sleeve rolling up 
time, referees out of the ring and 
call up the stretchei bearers 


J U'W Bengal slangs today, the 
rest of India will slang tomorniw 
So Mani could have called me a 
nunsen.se w'lth telling effect. Or, in 
view of the fact that I am a runiabi- 
in-law through marriage, he could 
have called me duddowum di pun^cn 
[)uddoouaii di puns^ri, Bunny assures 
me, repre-sents state-of-the-art noith 
Indian invective; it is the Maruti 
Esteem of Punj malediction 
Technicallv speaking, duddooaan di 
ptinucri means five swrs of frogs, 
which sounds about as scurrilous as 
an indent tor a biology lab or a 
French grocery list But when the 
drivei ot a Delhi Redline bus leans 
out of his window over the 
scooterist who has had the temerity 
to make himself into tomato puree 
under the tyres of the bus without 
as much as a by-your-lcave and 
hollers Anc, diulaooaati di piinsrri! 
the two-wheelen«a//fl knows exactly 
what the phrase connotes: You great 
slithery, suppurating, repugnant, 
vile, noxious, quivering lump of 
gangrenous toad flesh, how dare 
vou be.smirch my sight with your 
foul and loathsome presence! 

Quito so. I could have lived with 
being called duddooaan di punsert. 


Or, going back to his mots in 
Tamil Nadu, Main might have 
lobbed a siwu knikki at me 
Apparently down South, saru krakh 
is tne preferred form of address 
adopted by all good, patriotic, 
Goa-tearing citizens w'hen referring 
to outcasts, panahs, criminals, 
heathens, human excrescences and 
other Hindi chauv'inists.Srtr’ii krakh, 
I am informed, means may you 
perish, and is obviously the Pravid 
counterpart ol tlie CocKney 
perishor 

At a pinch. I'd have bought a 
Tam-Brahm perisher from Mam 
Bui clown? Suiely lie could do 
better, given the nghl inspiration. 

Reviewing the Bookci prize- 
wirming novel How /.afc It was How 
Lalv by lames Kelman, a resident of 
Glasgow, a critic noted that the 
book contained 4,.^22 expletives 
undeleted, oi roughly one fiftli of 
the total length of lh<‘ woi k The 
Booker is worth 20,001) quid, 
excluding royalties from the sale ot 
the book which means the author 
got 4,000 pounds tor saving 
precisely sweet eftaU No doubt 
about iC there's ca.sli in cussing. 

And what a Scotsman can do,.32- 


Rajiv Gandhi: Part of the Dosco class of ‘60 






Soma Gandhi: Could have had Janpath renamed after her 


•uiiKi cnliimni.sl-t'uni-pohtichTn fan 
ii-rlamly do hotter, parlicularlj with 
an eij;hl-anna Biing-oiim -eipht-anna 
!’un) to hi'lp him 

M mi ami 1 mij;hl never win a 
tandt'in Booker But between us we 
should certainly he able to baj; an 
invite or two to a couple ot tour- 
nnna dinner dos So la\' on, Macduft 
—and literally damned be him that 
first cries. I lold, ('iv)uj;h' 

U nfortunately, Mam did not lake 
me up on my oltei 1 l‘ip,ure he 
tell he had graduated to bigger and 
better things than calling me names. 
Ho decided to call Delhi's 
Connaught Blaci* and C’onnaiight 
Circus names instead. He called 
them Rajiv Chowk and Indira 
Chowk, respectively. This caused a 
bit of a kerfuffle 

The mammoth public rally 
organised to telicilate the man who 
had delivered Ihe bold and decisive 
coup dc air to history—that 
conniving and insidious tool of the 
ragtag opposition comprising 
everyone and anyone fn>m the 


British lai to the Sangh Parivar — 
mgrettably misfired It came to 
naught, or, more precisely, it cann to 
Con-naught, the con having been 
performed by the new nominal 
T.utyens of the Capital, who in a 
midnight tryst with the Union home 
ministry had had the place renamed 

Take mo to RC, said a would-bo 
rallyist, using the new' abbreviation 
for CP Aho, ji' said the auto rickshaw 
driver with alacrity' You an' too 
much liking RC? All good gentries 
loo much liking RC tnese aavs, said 
the driver approvingly, causing the 
would-bc rallyist to n'flcct on me 
innate political rectitude and sense 
of civic duty of autorickshaw:i'<i//(is 
as a tribe. 

The would-be rallyists' faith in 
the innate political rectitude and 
sense of civic duty of the 
autorickshaw-U’ir/fds was somewhat 
shaken when the fellow pulled in 
front of a boo?*- shop. This isn’t RC, 
protested the wannabe rallyist Take 
me to RC! Shaking his head in 
resignation at the wilful 
dimwittedness of some of the 


piissifijrr'^ he had to carry, the 
autorca/f<i hauled the other out of the 
vehicle and dragged him to the 
shelves slacked nigh with RC, which 
as all auto-dnvers in their innate 
political rectitude and sense of civic 
duty know stands for Royal 
Challenge whisky', on-spot 
commission payable to anyone who 
brings a cash-paymg customer to the 
counter 

Similar scenes were being 
enacted all over the city, resulting m 
total chaos and unprecedented sales 
of Royal Challenge. Commenting on 
liio unfortunate episode on the 
following day, a correspondent to 
the Letters to the Kdilor' column 
pointed out that the confusion could 
easily have been avoided had greater 
care, planning and ob.servance of the 
due properties gone into the 
renaming of CP. The corTe.spondent 
noted that while the person 
responsible foi the renaming had 
genuflected deepiv m memory' of the 
liluslnous leader, he had not 
genuflected det'ply enough Rajiv 
Chow'k? Who did the lellow tViink he 


13 



was that he got otl calling Rajiv 
Rajiv and not—as beiitted the finest 
traditions ot indigenous culture, 
civilisation and sycophancy 
—Rajiv//? The renamed Rajiv Chowk 
should forthwith be iX‘-reiiamed 
Rajivji Chow'k, or RjiC (pronounced 
RGC) tor short. 

In ri'sponse to this inspm*d 
suggestion, a massive public rally 
w.is planned for the next day at 
RjiC Tlie massive rally turned out to 
be not (juite as massive a.® planned 
as a large number of would-be 
delegates went air-dashing off to 
Calcutta, home of the RGC, as in 
Royal Clolf Club This confusion 
regarding the venue, whether it was 
Delhi or Calcutta, was compounded 
by the fact that Delhi was no longer 
Delhi but Rajivjigaon 

.^t the depleteil rally that was 
linally held in RjiC, it was decided 
to re-re-mname the re-renamed RjiC 
to RjiCji, on the sound principle tnat 
Rajivji's name could not possiblybe 
associated with a common or garden 
chowk, as were' the name/', of noi 
polloi, but should be yoked to an 
nfmropnalely elevated Chowk;/ 
After a tjiiick look-see through 
dictionaries, enc>'clopaedias and 
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atlases to make sure there was no 
pesky RGCC to cau.se more 
problems of mistaken identity, the 
mi'tion for RjiCji was earned, mntj 

I'Otl 

A ilissenting note, how'ever, was 
struck in another ouarter A morcha 
was Uken out by tnose who wanted 
to know why, when Indira/i and 
Jawaharlal/i had been duly 
honoured for their familial 
pioximily to the Cm*at Leader, they, 
who w'ere linked to Rajiv;/ with a tie 
thicker than that of bloc’d, namely 
the tild Doon .School tie, had not 
been similaily commemorated. The 
Dosco cla.ss ot '(lO tiHik to the 
renamed streets demanding that 
something, anything be renamed 
after them as well 

Laced with this new crisis, the 
mum ke vii^te master replanner of 
Delhi dashed for high-level 
consultations to 10 Janpath, on the 
way quickly reruming Janpath 
Soniajipath before someone else 
thought of that whee/,e. The 
discussions ran into an unexpected 
snag when it was discovered that 
there was nothing left in the citj' to 
rename So how were the Doscos to 
be accommodated, nt»t to mention 
the Indian Airline pilots who were 


threatening to start a similar 
agitation? 

How about mnaming Sulabh 
Shauchalayas after Dosais? 
suggested someone. Trouble was 
there were more Do.scos than there 
were Sulabh Shauchalayas. Couldn't 
we build some more? another 
suggested Problem was that after 
repainting all the renamed street 
signs and changing the addresses on 
the official stationery there was no 
money left to build anything, not 
even janta loos 

It was then that the master 
replanner of Delhi had his master 
stroke; Why restrict oneself to 
renaming inammate things? Why 
not go the whole hog and rename 
animate things as well? 

And so it came to pass that those 
permanent fixtures of the Capital, 
the bulls and cows who decorate the 
streets of [>elhi in inexhaustible 
abundance together with their daily 
produce, were suitably rebaptised. 
And as a fitting tribute to himself, 
the master renamer renamed himself 
as well: Mam Shankar Ayah, self- 
^pointed nanny of the Nehru- 
Gandhi legacy and all its attendant 
baha-logM 
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Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

----^—, Gdnesha s.ivs the lull 

m<M)n acliVciU'.v vour 
work angle, be it a |ob. 
busjni'ss, profession, 
and hcix', vou make 
headway and inroads 
into the territory of youi rivals. 
Obviously, sparks will fly. You do make 
big plans on Tuesday and Wednesday 
Fxcciite them now 

Taurus 

Aptil 21 — May 20 

~l A tine opporlunity lo 
i j',i''ihead, travel, lase 
! I’tiances in an 
I enterprise Alsip, a lime 
: to galli\ ant and have 
' some tun, sav bv 
rhiirsilav and 1 ridav |ulv (> is 
parlu ularli- proniism}; foi tun, 
piomises loans and funds Venus 
ITSllles i onitoi Is 

Gemini 

Mny ? I ■■ June 20 




m 


Mny ? I ■■ June 20 

Mars \enus lion both 
help vou to M-in 
lavours, be asset tiM‘, 
will Inends, iiilliieni'e 
peopli,get vom hiinJs 
■t on monev iind hml- up 
to s(>meone to! Iom luly ^1,'l-li are 
\oiii best bet toi romaiue, Imaiue and 
.1 ( bam e lo in.iki' things happen |iilv ii 
IS ide il toi gel loi;ellie''s 

Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

^ ' Menurv m vom .sign 

W ■ ! liorn |ulv 1 tavviurs 

I news views, itleas. 

I i“ndeavonrs, opinions, 

! e. irrespondenee, 

lontaits and liavel Surelv. all this is a 
tali order foi ]iisl one wwk, but that's 
the Way it IS going lo be You will be 
hats! put to eopi' with demands 


\leo 

1 July 21 — August 21 

■p'^j A quill of s-'xpi-nses and 
hardwork with patches 
of pd.ssion best 
describes this week 
Luckily, these expenses 
could well be lot house 
and health of family members You w'lll 
be meeting vour full share of people 
and could be hard put to cope with it 
Problems of adjustment arise 

Virgo 

Augum 22 — September 22 

Ta l ove will play its harp 
in vour heart and you 
Will swoon, in ecstarv 
It IS most a’rtainly a 
, time of creativity, 

1. children, prayers, tantra 
i mantra, hobbies, home, decoration, 

I lenovalion, buying, selling, trade and 
; travel In others words, many things 

, will liap(H*n simiiltaneouslv 

Libra 

j September 23 — October 22 

I I I home and the 

, i I outside world converge 

' fflli ' beaolifullv in a 

' I 4||P I delightful manner 

; X ™ j Deaiity will hi' vour 

i I .. _ : birthright and > ou shall 

I liavi- It L.xpect I’isitots, foreigners, and 
I stainger*- to partiipaU' in vom life, says 
I C ..ineslia I his is an ideal week lo try 
; nut the new and dilten'nl 

\Sc€npio 

i October 23 — November 22 

■' With I'ftortlevs i-ase you 
;i will nu<ve and 

I' ^ Sjfti SSr nionoi’uvre, thus 

proving vouisell as a 
J master strategist A 

I- crash lours*' in studii's. 

1 business, home, iiilenoi ileioration, law 
and intc’Tiiitional trade should be right 
I up vour stn'i'l This is a time to movi* 

I mentally and phvsicalK 



\ Sagittarius 

I November 23 — December 20 

This IS a period of 
journey, money and 
strong attachments as 
well as repulsions. 
Therefore powerful 
likes and dislikes will 
I be at work and you should be careful of 
I w’hal you say and do Curb the impulse 
1 to be outspoken or it could lead to legal 
j action 

j Capricorn 

December 21 —January 19 

j^ii ,j, your 

sign makes you 

• MB V impetuous, danng, 

'' romantic and quite a 

giahber of the goodies 
ol lile A tune to marry, 
j gel engaged, collaborate and step out m 
I style 'I'here could bi' confrontations and 
health hazards, but that's all part of the 
game Moni'Y prospects biighten 

Aquarius 

j January 20 — February 18 

Complete secrecy is the 
key to .success, be it an 
affair of the heart, easy 
money, a job-switch, 
funding, investment, 
buying, selling, 

I .shopping, writing, composing or 
I starting a new venture Wliilc vtiur 
I health is a little su.spect, your creativity 
will he oustaiiding 

Pisces 

February 19 ~ March 20 

Kespoiisibilities and 
rights go Uigethei That 
is what vou will it'ally 
di.scover tlii.s week By 
the week's close, matters 
will be rt'solved, making 
tor well earned sleep and rest Changes 
111 the home fnint are almost certain 
Childn'n, »•dlIC.^tlon and weddings make 
I \ on (omiortable 
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JutU) JO: Moun-Mertary opposition suj^ests that you trade. Children give satisfacUop. Moatey yiid : 

should be careful yi the messages you give, the Ideas you yoo'toaoan - . . ■ ... i - 

offer and ihefhfngB you say, , . fuly 4f SuiyJupiiN- 

if Canes}u.is^ this fuU- tnbon ^ Idea} lot ;. mat. 

marriage, tW tdpe cqnfat^oea;tt.te an htu^',r^; 
bu{M&igblt4hyear<' 

.JWyil; Moon sefdSeSatum'inutohBlpe in longranga'',.. .. 
planning whidi v«in tuGiuU in lastingbanefits^ be U dUldittt^ l»owea^^id«^ 

pn^rtyi shares and stocks. ; ; ■■ » 

bushieask public 'lroii»% advertiwng, cranewidcetiona •, v'•' Twls ism'tbtcpBi^ year fsw 
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_ IME TABLE 

All arrival and departure times are foi Calcutta 

Daytofimaralioa udiK 7-4iaycod0; (D MONDAY 9 lUfSDAY » WLDMFSDAV ® THUnSD.^Y ® FRIDAY ® SAFURDAY ® SUNDAY 
(A$ thi;bfi (lagcr. go to prr-i' one wcl' in adv.inoc luadco, sfiouki rlici.k iwii!i irt.|ii rli/i’ iiriinci .iniJ railwavb for la^i nimiitc (.lidiiqe in timings) 
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Fa hion 

STREET SMART 


With /(isliioii chctij) on the pavement, that's the only 

U'liy to he, sa i’x Manisha Gulati 


T hr' |■^.>LltKJn^hlp bt'twi't'n 
strwt fashion and fashion 
dfSif.'nt.Ts htis hoon woll 
doiunu'Mlfd The most 
ohvious ('vainplt' of this symbiotic 
bond can, ot course, be found m the 
collections of fh*' Biilish destj^nei 
Vivienne Westwood, tile inventor of 
punk, fashion. Westwood tound 
in.spir<ition in the whacky, eccentric 
clothes worn by linplish teenaj,;ers 
on the high street, and created an 
entire new look around lliem Hit 
clothes, whethei it vv.is the leather 
mini-skirts or the dresses held 
together with safety pins, owed as 
much to street t.ishion as it ihd to 
the designer's iiwn imagination 
And nor was Westwood the 
only one to rely on th“ street The 
Flench designer, Yves Saint l.aiirent 
most famously proclaimed. "The 
.street and 1, it's ,1 love story" Saint 
l.aurent considered W71 to be the 
most important year in tlie history 
of fa.shion because fashion tinally 
came ilowit to the street What tlie 
designer iluln't mention vvas that 
the street had alwavs let! its imprint 
on haute couture 

liven toilay, suih mteriiationallv 
renowin'il designeis as lean Paul 
faultier and tiianni \eisace pri'sent 
us witli their own take on high 
street designs everv time the\ show 
a new collection on the ramp And 
it rip-olfs ot their prel-a-porter 
ctilicction find their wav tii the high 
street sooner rather than later, ihiMi 
that's only tair After all, the street is 
only taking bark what it inspired in 
the tirst place 

In India, the i.oncepl of street 
fashion took .shape with the evport 
boom in the Seventies There wen- 
niimeroii.s fashion I'xport hoiuse.s 
trying hi cope with the demand ten 
Indian re.idy-mades And not all ol 
them managed to meet the 
deadlines oi the strict t]uality 
control standards that were in 
effect Result the.se "export re)ects", 


as the.si' c lothes came tc» called, 
toun.l their way tc> the pawmeiit.s, 
ivhere they sold lor dirt-cheap 
price,. 

Lach city had it.s t>wn place lor 
thc'se chcsip hut chic otitlits In 
Calcutt.i, suc'h outlets as t'iuys and 
rfolls and Ciokuldas opened to meet 
with the di’mand for these 
inexpensive but trendy clothes In 
Bombay, they retailed on the 
appropriaiely- named Fashion 
Stwet .And in Delhi, Saro)iiii Nagar 
and lanpath became, the new' 
c'enlres ot street fa.shion 


S treet fashion, as sold in Sarojini 
Nagar and fanpath, was once the 
best-kept .secret in Delhi. Today it is 
a veritable institution And raters to 
I'very demand' from .suits for the 
working woman to stretchy' fabrics 
which will til beautiiuliy on the 
beautitully propc^rtioned bodies ot 
high society women to the trend iesf 
cottons for men Tliese bazaars 
don’t )u.st have a taitldul following; 
they have assumed the status of a 
cult with the hordes of customers 
who patroni.se them 

F.ver since busy fashicm faiiatic.s 
have di.scoveri'd the time and 
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mon^ saving chic of street fashion, 
dressing by catalogues, labels and 
money has become less mandatory 
With more than 50 shops and over 
the same number of designers to 
choose from, women can buy 
everything ^m headbands to high 
heels simply by paying a visit, 
browsing throu^ heaps and the 
most essential word word, 
bargaitung. 

It has often been said that the 
concept is inspired by the street 
scene in Paris . hence the short lible 
trench coats, cotton-satin zip-front 
jackets, and body hugging suits that 
Parisians are currently wearing from 
the Bastille to the Champs Elysees. If 
the clothes have a retrospective 
feeling—^they were probably seen on 
models wearing designer labels And 
why not. The collection actually 
consists of the re)ected pieces of 
clothing from exporters and 
manufacturers that arc not sent all 
over the world due to small defects 
like a button shift, increase in length 
by 1 inch, or a round collar instead 
of a pointed one 

^signers abroad send in their 
patterns to India whore they are 
manufjctun'd in bulk, stmt abroad 
and get the appropriate labels 




slapped onto them Jayant Sahni, 
fa.shion coordinator at Otto, India, 
says, "Westerners are very finicky 
when it comes to designs. Even a 19- 
20 difference from the sample is 
cnouj^ for them to reject the whole 
pile. These are then sold here for Rs 
20 instead ot $20 Once when I was 
in London 1 bought a t-.shirl for my 
ncicc for $35. It's only later when I 
got it htime that I saw the Made in 
India' tag on it. I felt like such a fool. 
They would think I bought it hen- 
form Sarojini Nagar." 

Sizing problems notwithstand¬ 
ing, the pleasure ot getting the latest 
fashions dirt cheap has touched the 
most sophisticated big-city trend¬ 
setters. Not surprisingly, today s 
bargains are a lot mom in tune with 
hip ready-to-wear silhouettes than 
they were five years ago. Witne.ss the 
new at-home-oii-the-range offerings. 
They're right on target for this years' 
fascination with all things Western, 
including some pretty wild stuff: 


soft, supple fringed satin jackets, 
pallazos and tops m various shades 
of tobacco, sage-brush and 
.sandstone 

While .some shops till their 
hangers with glitz and glamour, 
sev'cral take a more relaxed approach 
with casual wear You can gel almost 
impeccably ml, seamed and fitted 
clothes that hug the body like a film. 
This .season specially, hemlines have 
gone higher, dres.se.s have scoopt-d 
out or squared off necklines The 
long numbers are flared or cinched 
in at the wai.?t 

Madhoo, a Sarnjini Nagar 
regular, gushes, "They're audacious 
They put more outrageous things on 
your bodies than any designer. The 
other day I was wearing this lop and 
, matching pants which I had got 
^ from Sarojini Nagar months ago and 
1 my boss asked me '/\re vou wearing 
■ David Abraham^' And then went on 
I to tell me that David Abraham had 
i come out with this new 
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nionochromiitic collection which he 
thoii^hl I wvts weanns I wanted to 
tell him David was a vear too late.” 

C omfortnble, weaiable and most 
often durable, the men’s collection 
tocu.ses more on form and styling 
delaiLs. that give it a fashionable 
hantlwnting, than on fabric and 
t]ualily The clothes tend to be 
liyhrids A natural earthy 
palette- -browns, sands, olive, 

);reens, greys—is act situated by the 
use ot te\tiired labiic.v--corduroy, 
brushed cotton. The baggy; bulked 
out look IS made of thin cotton, 
cnished cotton and blends All in 
I’light colours, plains, .stripes, plaid 
checks and psychaclelic patterns 
Stvles vaiy' according to 
taste - shaip man-about- town, 
notched or peaked lapels, no lapels, 
(osiial or lormal bultiins 

['he collections' simplicity ensure 
that the clothes will not date rapidlv 
It s sensible, and it's civili/ed Whicli 
IS )iist ivhal you’d expert for a 
Ininclied bucks Bunny says, "It's a 
modern lolk'ction, ni't <i classic 
piece- ’■ Agtec's r.itc'l, "It IS a light- 
lieaited and down-to-earth approach 
U) shopping " 

D own-to-i'.irfh is right 
Sandwiihc-d bc'tvveen a 
vegetable market and and all-goods 
market, Sarojmi Nagar is c]uite a 
levelling experience One bag 
contiuns the latest denim bustier and 
the other has a sprig ot dhaiiiii leaves 
popping out Quaint loo are the little 
cai Tiers you can get for the whole 
sliopptng expedition for Rs..'i The 
little girl.s cam' your bags and see 
you through the rigours of 


bargaining with non-stop banter and 
sometimes a tip hem and there about 
what IS in and which shop provides 

It. 

Janpath is mtested W'lth the 
regular tourist crowd Connaught 
Place IS famous for Nec’dless to say, 
prices vary for the white-skinned 
and the not-so-fair. Flanked by a row 
of cosmetic shops and the famous 
Deepauls with meir more famous 
cold coffee, (anpath is a great 
rendezvous joint for the youngsters 
in the mood for a little lcx>k-see and 
with little purchasing power The 
heaps of clothes on 'sale' if you can 
call it that—prices come down from 
Rs.50 to Rs.2(l—have an incessant 
screaming shopkeeper saving ck ke 
do 

I’art ot the prel-a-porter gang an.' 
also the lingerie sliops located just 
next to the outer-wear department 
The latest designs and the most 
bright colours, they're an absolute 
I’ye-stoppper, specially the corsets 
and the g-strings Be uirewarned 
though They look betu-; than they 
fit 

Astounding looks and maverick 
style apart, a soleclion ot the latest 
costume jew’ellery is akso available at 
the most cost-cutting prices For all 
tho.se perennial favourite outfits, 
jeans and a white shirt, a classic 
trou.ser .suit, a .sweater dress, a black 
polo-neck or a black evening dres.s— 
you simply have to select a tew key 
pieces to update your wardrobe to 
the hottest new fashion styles. 

The must-haves am matte gold 
or silver pieces, diamante’ tyjH- 
sparklers, silk cord.s worn witli 
pendants, extra long strands of 


metal beads, ethnic beads worn 
inulli-laycred, ornah- metal amulets 
and cull links. The designs look os 
flip on the streets of Delhi as they do 
in New York, Milan, London, or on 
the stmets ot Pans The new trend is 
to make one bold impression with 
your chosen piece woyi on an 
otherwise simple but fashionable 
outfit 

And now for a summary of what 
IS popular on the stmets of fashion 
for this fall ; 

Legs, the longer the length on 
display, the better 

Silver whether it’s necklaces, 
braci'lets or belts, shine on for 19%. 

Red. that is the colour of the 
.season, no matter what you'm 
talking about—trousers, skirts, 
dres.ses, shirts or suits 

Pop art ideas. Sixties' inspired 
silhouttes and prints move into the 
Nineties. Colour has made a 
comeback Pucci print leggings arc 
already as popular as bla^ ones 
were a year ago 

City quilts: quilted outerwear 
goes urban. 

Colour clash, surprisingly bra.sh 
tones team up. 

Fur trim; the fake stuff on 
blouses, skirts, satin jackets is the 
new in thing. 

Graphic patterns: look great in 
black, white and red. 

But if you want to be a true 
forerunner of the revolution that is 
taking place in fashion, choose your 
garment according to your personal 
style. Because as they say "you are 
wnat you wear' And we wouldn't 
want an identity crisis here now, 
would we? ■ 





JUNIOR WHIRL vHAlKALirMAN 



WAY TO GO! Move along, Mom, we’ll be late for 
the parade. Draw connecting lines dot to dot to 
complete the picture. 


■WHO SHE?"Gina is itw niece," .said Georgina to 
her brother George. "But she is not MY niect*/' 
said Georgina. How can this be explained? 
Answer in one minute. 


TEN COUNT! Note 
amounts 230, 210, 2200 


blackboard in the 
diagram at right These 
arc results obtained 
when a certain number 
is multiplied by 10, 
divided by 10, increased 
by 10, or reduced by 10, 
but not necessarily in 
that order. 

You are asked to determine that i-ertain number 

Hint- Answer has thrw digits 

Remember, amounts on blackboard repre.setil lesulls 
of tour different computations. 

\ltii»w\l ptir p.Mpunu -I tioi|s>*nl> m i 





MUSICAL MIX-UPS TO 
PONDER 

There is a mix-iip of sorts in 
the drawing at left ■■ one ot ihe 
musicians is out of step. And 
there are rtvix-ups aplenty among 
names of the 15 musical instru¬ 
ments below. 

How quickly can you rearrange 
letters to identify instruments? 

1. Buta 8. Etonbonn 

2. Napio 9. Lufet 

3. Locel 10. Puintret 

4. Urmd 11. Snobaso 

5. Eboo 12. Belug 

6. Arinceit 13. Inovil 

7. Locopic 14. Scyblam 
15. Phaxsoone 

See if you can iin.scrainble at 
least ten of them. 

.iittn(ainFS si srilim-) M ul|iiiA tl !l 

tkHKsi'H (I |.vluiiiJi, III ■’l"H n W‘’l"'•■’‘.l 

i.wiji'i.) 4.«xiO S Hinjji t i>|l» > j" ni>’i,| ; ''>11'1 l 
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Amit Saigal: Happy ttiat hts dream came tnie 


Rock Around 
the Clock 

Vi'iih Amit Saiffci/, editor-fmhlishcr of India's first music magazine, Tlie Rock 

Siredjournal.ilfaifisiM* Vardhan reports 

T hen* isn't much that makes Saigal apart is that he is a dreamer. north Indian town of Allahabad. A 
him .stand out in a cn>wd Not your usual run-of the-mill kind town still laitguishing in the slower 
Not much at all, it you I of dreamer. But one who dares to lane of life, in oik* snr^ quiet 

disiounl the shaggy j realise his dreams. That, in the end, corner of which lives a rock music 

ponytail, sprayed camlossly with i is the most compelling quality in aficionado, who tries to share this 

spla.shes of grey, the soft hazel eyes, him. consuming passion of his with 

and llie sudden .smile that Thirty'vear-old Saigal's story others around the country thruu{^ 

illuminates hi.s face. and that of his dieam-3rild. The his magazine. 

But what really dues sot Amit Kurit Stnvt fournal, tiegins in the But even in Allahabad, Amit 
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Saiga! is far from being a household 
name. AsAi atxnit hin^ and his 
magasdne^ and you will encounter 
blank, uncomprehendii^ looks. And 
it tak« a lot ch persistent 

; to nnally track him 


Bom into a conventional Pui^abi 
familv, Saigal's initiation into the 
world of music was just as 


conventicmal. 


his first 
indi film 


emrounter was with 
music "We grew up listening to the 
likes of Manna Oey 
and Lata 

Mangeshkar," he 
says. "The result is 
that today I find 
myself viving to all 
kinds of music." 

But Hindi film 
songs soon gave 
way to Western 
music. Amit think.s 
he was in cla.ss X or 
XI when he heard 
his first live rock 
performance. "It 
was the first time 
that we saw a 
performance we 
could relate to. They 
were a group from 
the Agricultural 
Institute and called 
themselves 'The 
Agies'" he recalls, 
with a laugh 

The spnntaneit>’ 
and the instant magic 
of a live performance 
worked its charm on 
the young and 
impres.sionable mind 
of Amit and his 
friend.s 

So it was not lung 
before Amit and his 
gang got together to 
form a four-piece 
band and did the 
usual circuit of 
college festivals for six years. 

A nd that's when? the story of the 
RocIl Street lournal starts. 

During his days as a musician, 
(he played the guitar) Amit found 
himselt constantly craving for 
information about music. He also 
felt this need to connect with other 
music lovers. 

"There was this paucity of 
information," he recalls. "Basically 
we had to depend on the 'network' 
(the small but die-hard bands of rock 
freaks in the country), you know. 
And there was no magazine m this 
country which dealt seriously with 
rock music." There was a kind of 


void which was looking to be filled 
up. 

The ground for the birth of The 
Rod: Street Joumat was laid in diese 
years as a struggling musician. In 
fact; so obsessm was Amit with hu 
'nu^iuane' that he flooded his 
girlrnend Shenna, during their 
courtship years, with dummy 
layouts of the magazine ratf^ than 
corny greeting cards. Crazy, and 
witty, ttiese have been preserved 
carmilly to this day by fShenna. 


But Inineing out a magazm was 
easier said man deme. It was in 
January 1993, that Amit and wife 
fShenna laundied the hrsl edition of 
<cy. just a 

ff covered issue of 


the lournal. Nothing 
black-and-white; 

34 pages. 

Amit wryly recalls the crazy 
gimmicks tfiat he resorted to in an 
effort to get the magazine off the 
nuuiid ^II was at a (Lady %ri 
Rain Colli^* in Delhi) test that we 
decided to launch the magazine. In 
between 

^ programmes, we 

'We grew up listening to the likes of Manna Dey an"u"^??Scnts 
and Lata Mangeshkar*, Amit says. 'The result is about this great 
th^ to^y I find myself viving to all kinds of music.' 

We had iivstalled 
a stall where we 
were trying to 
cajole peopk* 
into buying. We 
even oneieu 
heavy 
discoimts " 

Thi.s was no 
crazy, impulsive 
venture into 


But Hindi film songs soon gave way to W^tem 
music. And Amit thinks he was in class X or XI 
when he heard his first live rock performance. 'It 
was the first time that we saw a performance 
we could relate to’ 




printing. Amit 
riad approached 


his dream project 
in a systematic 
fashion. He 
conducted a 
survey at the 
Pilani festival in 
October'92 "We 
circulated a 
tmestionnaire. 

We were trying 
to find what it 
was that young 
people wanted 
to see and mad 
in a music 
magazine, ' lie 
say.s today It 
was the 

overwhelmingtv 
positive re.spon.se 
to that survey which gave final 
shape to tlu> magazine 

H aving a publishing background 
did make things much easier. 
(His father owns and run.s a 
publishing business). But 
nonetheless, the first six months 
were very tiying. "In the beginning 
it was just Shenna and me," ne 
recalls. Gradually The Roi k Street 
Journal team grew as did the 
magazirK*. 

In fact, the magazine underwent 
a sea change. The black-and-white 
facade gave way to colour. From 35 
pages it moved to a glossy of 40 
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Amtt: In love nirith music 


So obsessed was Amit 
with his 'magazine^ that 
he flooded his girlfriend, 
Shenna, during his 
courtship years, with 
dummy layouts of the 
magazine rather than 
corny greeting cards. 
Crazy, and witty, these 
have been preserved 
carefully to this day by 
Shenna 


biii no pop, please," 

But the story does not quite end 
hem* In fact, Ainit would not allow it 
to do so. niere is a lot more that he 
wants to do. IIls real interest has 
always been the Indian music .scene, 
and he is intamt on creating a 
platform K>r budding Indian bands. 

Aiwl for this, the magazine was 
not enough So, Saigal omanised a 
talent seardi last ycac. wmre up- 
and-ooming musicians sent thew 
demos, llie result was an altmm 
called The Gnat Indian Rock. 

Even though there arc no big 
names featured in the atbum, what it 
reveals is the enormous depth of raw 
talent waiting in the wings to be 
discovered. And this album has 
given all of them an opportunity to 
he heard. 

Says Amit, ”1 want to make this 
talent search an annual feature. 
Besides, I'd like to organise a festival 
of Indian rock bands some time in 
the future." 

The magazine may have been 


Amit's dream, but wife %enna has 
pitched in gamely to make it Iwr’s 
too. Working belund die scenes, 
helping wim lay-outs and publicity 
ana "doing all the dirty fobs in 
general," as she wryly puts it. "I am 
not really into rock music; die way 
Amit is. But it's been an enjoyable 
experioioc," says 9ienna. 

"What I have really relished is 
the opportunity of placing 
eodmodiei;" die says, referri^ to 
die album that she ndped bring out. 


"It was never just a magazine for 
me. What I really wanted to create 
was a forum, an atmosphere of good 
music,” Amit explains seriously. One 
look at the sincere expression on his 
fooe, and you believe in him and lus 
dream. 

And trust him to diertsh and 
nuture yours, like the youiw groups 
featured in The Gnat India Rodk did. 
And like his faithful band of 30,000 
subscribers do. ■ 


2B 



Sketches 

SIGNIFICANT OTHER 

A better look at the better halves 

This Week: Milind Soman 


B 4Mt known for. 
Draping himself 
around nis buck- 
naked nrlfriend, 
supermodel Madhu 
Sapre, for a commercial 
featuring Tuff shoes and a 
python. Yes, both the 
snake and Soman were 
naked as well. 

Did the shoes sell?: Who 
can tell? The ad was 
yanked out of the papers 
in record time, and both 
Madhu and Milind had to 
appear in court on 
charges of obscenity 

How did they plead?. 

Not guilty, of course. 

They came to court 
loolung suitably shame¬ 
faced, and said that they 
hadn't known they were 
breaking the law. They 
were merely following 
orders on just another 
nhoto-.shoot (talk about a 
Nuremberg defence!). 

Did this bring them 
closer together?: Well, by 
the look of things, the pair 
appears to be surmcally 
joined at the hip. But all is 
not well in paradise, if 
Madhu's interviews are 
anything to go by. 

The lady never loses any 
opportuni^ to point out 
that Milind is an arrogant 
sod, who is only too 
aware of his good looks, 
and is spoilt silly by all 
the attention lavished on 
him because of them. 

MUind's Kaction: Is to 
gprin shyly, and say, “But, 
you love me, Madhu." 
And sudh is his charm, 
that Sapre gives in to it 
time and again. 



Milind Soman and Madhu Sapre: The Inseparable couple? 


So, when do the couple 
plan to get hitched?: 
Neither of them is willing 
to say. According to 
Milind, he has proposed 
to Madhu on countless 
occasions, only to be 
turned down by her. 
Sapre is, apparently, quite 
content with the status 
quo. 

Doesn't familiarity breed 
contempt?: Not with 
Sapre, evidently. The ladv 
is happiest wim the devil 
she Imows best. And 
that's as true of her 
professional life as it is of 
her personal. Some years 
ago, Madhu went off to 
the West to try and make 
it in modellling circles 
there. But she was back in 
a matter of months, 
having missed India too 
much. Well, diat, at |east, 
was Sapre's version. 

Was there any other?: 


Isn't there always? Sapre's 
detractors had it that 
Madhu had failed to get 
much work in the West. 
According to them, Ms 
Sapre's backside was far 
too laige by foreign 
modelling standards, and 
she had been turned 
down by most important 
clients. So, rather than be 
relegated to the second — 
or even third—division, 
Sapre had decidc*d to 
come back to amvhi 
Mumbai. 

And Milind?: He 
remained back in India, 
joining Madhu o^ for 
the odd holiday. Clearly, 
he didn't think that the 
girls—not to mention the 
model agencies—in 
London and Paris would 
go a bundle on his brand 
of dark good looks. 

Future plans: Include 
making it in the movies 


(these days, Bollywood 
appears to be the next 

K rt of call for all models: 

»k at Aishwarya and 
Sushmita, for instance) 
Madhu and Milind were, 
m fact, signed up by Dev 
Anand for his next movie. 
But those plans came to 
naught, and Anand 
announced that he wa.s 
dropping the pciir. 
Apparently, their nakhrM 
were too much for the 
veteran director to 
stomach. 

Bye-bye Bollywood is it?: 
No way, this couple 
doesn't give up quite .so 
easily. Both Sapre and 
Soman are trying hard to 
land another film. But 
much to their horror, they 
are not being offered hero 
and heroine, but villain 
and vamp 

And nobody's throwing 
in a python lor good 
measure, either. ■ 
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• •dally your favourite Duke 
^Shlrt. So comforting, that It's 
■ rd to give up, even while 

• dilating. The exquisite fabric 
lends with international styling 


l&dsEl 


EISMI3IIII 


II f<*l«IV 


make It quite I r re si stable, even to 
the most ascetic. Now choose from 
a colourful range of plains, stripes, 
prints and Jacquards. And be on 
your way to Nirvana. 


LMtthianii V Ph.; 740760 W 740794, fte: 
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SilMBiiglHio 

• h ww Cieat leadina 
iiifnitliieMiddieiiee nl>- 
ti n g s maiding it b igin Ae 
iHSndU aoene (aiMingB 
Scote'^ mW 19). Denitle 
.being the diikten of a 
iwdl Known music diiec- 
toi;. Manas Kfukheifee, 
dun did not use dtw 
Miner's name and chose 
to work their way up. 

We fieel quite proud of 
them and hope dwir 
muskad career wiB have a 
happy ending unlike 
dte rate of the other broth¬ 
er-sister duo—Naziaand 
Zaheb Hasan. 

Mtmhbm ChmkniKUtg 
OdcMtia 

■ At this moment Shaan 
and Semarika require a 
gpdfatner like Bkddu who 
can ghre the ri^t break 
and add his k>udas touch 
to dteir numbers. 

Pmrtiim PntimModmk 
Hpvmdi 

n It was a refre^iing 
change to read about 
Shaan and Sogaiika's 
meteoric rise to dte top of 
dw Indian pop. I had the 
afqmitunity to hear them 
live in Calcutta and diey 
dcfinttelv have what it 
takes to oeomne present 
day popstars. 

But dwy should con¬ 
centrate on cooipo^g 



original scores rather dian 
bddng out old l&idi film 
hits. 

Singiiq; tedtncMnix 
numbers will not he^ 
them go a kng viray in the 
highly competitive wpild 
of popmusK. 

Shotm M u k be tj ee 
Cakvita 


91 These new kids on the 
Ucxic did not deserve 
such coverage. Their 
musk will not be idde to 
stand die test of time. Can 
anyone recall any of their 
nombiss whkh remained 
popular for mote dtan six 
mondis? Pediapa^ dime is 
a spedfk dan mfans for 


such ‘sbc-manthvron- 
deis'. 

driaMfshra 

Cailsdfc 

V Itisenooungingto 
read about such upcoin- 
ing p^ arfistes like Shaan 
Sagpriiia in your maga¬ 
zine. But dim are several 
competent exponents of 
Indian classical musk 
who pe tfo mied with great 
success in India and 
abroad cmly to be neglect¬ 
ed or ignored by dv; 
media. They too deserve 
die attention and respect 
efaw todiem. 

ScmlcMih JCttaMr Skanna 
Khangpvr 

New Feluda 

■ Sdiyasadu diakrabarty 
is a lalenled actor and » 
best suited to slip into 
Soumitni Chattan^s 
shoes as die new Fduda. 
Chakrdwrty has already 
perfointed creilibty in 
tele-serud% pbys sand 
films like SireiR Patbsirr 
Thdfl and KdubsbN Here 
Cden. He shoidd have no 
pioblems in enacting the 
feats of Fehida. 

SandipjRay, after balk¬ 
ing Fehicia faiw W pR^ 
senting a bulky Sliwht 
Kapexn; has fir^y made 
a commendable oioioe. 
Anudt Bmmtrfea 
Odcutta 
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3r 

■f LUKE KENNY, the rclcbnty veejay, talks about 
^ Calcutta, the city of his birm and ms life at large 

PAGE 26 


WHATS 'IN' this summer Fashion designers 
unfurl dieir season's colicctioas 


Luka Kenny 


lsi:( HONS 


16 TIMETABLE 
20 INNER EYE 
22 COMICS 
26 FASHION 
30 FW.ST PF,R.St)N 


Covet; K.jlyan 

Chowdhury 





KENNY 


TheChannel V veejay is hot stuff, reports SusmdtaBauefjee 

Photogn^pta by Dartw ChOMRl^ 



ALL OF INDIA MAY BE IN LOVE WITH LUKE 
Keriny; well at least those under 21. But Kenny 
himself is in love with Calcutta. The long¬ 
haired blonde veejay was bom in this city of 
joy, and evai though he left it after a mere four 
months, he still has a special place in his heart 
for it. 

What he didn't like was Roland Joffe's 
portrayal of it in his movie. The City of Joy. "It 
was all trash," he says angrily about Joffe's 
take on the city. "I think Calcutta is a lovely 
place," says Kenny, "It's cool and not the 
black hole that it is dubbed overseas." 

Foreigners may be discouraged from visit¬ 
ing Calcutta, but Luke enjoys spending time 
in this dty. And he particularly likes the vinta¬ 
ge aura surroimding the city. "It's got both the 
colonial and the native blend," says Luke. 
"When you walk down some of the roads in 
Calcutta, you have this feeling that the days of 
the Raj are looking down on you." At the same 
time, says Kenny, the dty is very vibrant and 
modem in its tastes in music, fashion, films, 
and even architecture. 

Strolling down Bentick Street on a lazy after¬ 
noon, Luke is taken aback when a school kid 
stops in his tracks and asks him, "Hey, aren't 
you Luke?" Television has made him a cele¬ 
brity, and he's probably recognised all over 
the country. But being recognised in the dty of his birth, Calcutta, 
holds a spedal thrill for him. 



WaHdng ttM Btreats of 
Calcutta and 0«n) the 
kme-halred vealay In a 
sertousmood 


Luke wiis bom in Calcutta's Rippon Street to Irish-Italian parents 
who moved out of this dty to settle in the showbiz town, Bombay. But 
Luke can never forget his Calcutta connections. 

"I wish there was someone who could show me the house I lived in as 
a child on Rippon Street," he says wistfully. That's, of course, assum¬ 
ing that the house even exists today. It's quite likely that a highrise 
building is now in existence on the site, and that every sign of the 
Komy household has been wiped out. 

Luke's memories endure, though^ based on the tales of Calcutt;* he 
heard from his grandmother. Tales of pheaton rides and gas lights. 




sumvocs. 


CauoM in Ms tmokK Ycwng tam giiping at tlw loan 


and of a far mure elegant age. But 
today's Calcutta of the slew Metro 
system, the swanky Marutis and the 
monster mini-buses doesn't exactly 
tally with the fairy stories of 
grandma. But Kenny is fascinated 
with this new face of the 
dtyaswdU. 

"It is incredible," he maivclskr "the 
way Calcutta manages its transport 


system, thebuses^ the trams, the Metro, 
horse-drawn carriages^ humarvdrawn 
carriages, you name it and dhey're 
vying for a space on die road." The 
veday loves Qdcutta's trams the best, 
as tn^ are the city's hallmark. "The 
government should do everything Id 

E serve H," he says. "I thiiik it is me 
t form ^ transport'maybe not as 
wen maintained as dioae in Franoe and 


/'^^ad in faded jean^ knotted 
V..iiaiid]oam trip and bootat his 
blonde tresses caressii^ Ids shoulder^ 
Luke Komy looks like just another 
tourist kdleiing on die streets of 
Calcutta. The Gandhi aur^^asses 
con^dete the look, but the image is 
destroyed die mome n t the veqay opens 
his moudi. He speaks English arid 
Hindi widwMt a traoe of an accent ashe 
browses throu^ a bocdc shop on Park 
Street and asks the sales assistant how 
inudi certain books CDslB. 

Luke loves to talk, and adien he does, 
you can't hdp feel diat he always ddnks 
that a television camera is focussed on 
him. Yes^ he is'is always peifmniii^ 
vdiedier it's talking nineteen to the 
doeerv thrrnvirig his arms abend, 
jumpiiig up and down to emphasise a 
pcant or even cradcing die o^ joke oar 
dropping a one-lirter or two. It's only 
whm somebody comes up and 
whispers urgei^ in his ear, "Luke; we 
arc 1^ for the shexit" diat you realise 
that he's not on camera as 

Oiaimd Vs hottest veejay on the 
Mock, Lulm is definitely different hnm 
his iDc A fneigner bom mid brought 
up in hidia, vmo proudly claims mat he 
is a ffiiaitiya. He does not roD his'rsT to 
g^ that typical American twang while 


LORD OF THE RINGS 

Luke Kenny'sfingjers can do with some checking out 


Once Luke fedds his hands and gets 
ve^yinf^ makiiig those quick 
movemenlBof the head waist 

don't miss die rings dial he sports 
on his fingen. Thm are eig|it of 
them! Made of dull silver and 
picked up from such varied {daces 
as Bombay and Delhi, or gifted by 
friends arsd near and dear ones. 

"There is a {diilosophy attadied 
to eadi of these rings," ex{dains 
Luke, "in the signs they stand for. I 
believe in diemThere's the rii^ 
that {^reserves his fadier's memory; 
a bloodstone set in silver; a sign of 
peace (he wears a similar sign hung 
noma long golden chain round his 
neck); die two faces of Gemim (his 
Zodiac sign); me with Buddhist 
scriptures inscribed m it; a Shiv 
lingam; an eag^ a woman; and the 
sun. 

The sun and die eagle, symbols 


of power, fascinate the youn] 
veejay. Power is sbmetningii 


veejay. Power is sbmethingwhidi tinier 

Luka’s colectim or ftaOK Each has atalatotai 


ig everyone likes to achieve at some 

which time or die other in one's life and 





Having Ms cakA and aaUng It too? 


Luke is no different. Andasan 
'Indian'he never forgets to sferean 
on the point that he believes in aU 
religion and hence the Buddhist 
script and 9iiv lingam adorning his 
hngeis. 

fot what about die woman 
residing on one of his fingers? But 
Kenny's take on women is rather 
more oompikated. "1 think they 
ate great poiiticianB. Eversinoe 
creation mey have p roved U. Men 
fhink th^ rule the world, but diey 
don't If s the woman wdio controls 
the univene," ishis fdiilasr^diical 
remonse. 

The last time Luke was in 
Calcutta for dw Channel V Road 
Show, he looked around a few 
shops on CSrowrindiee for a couple 
of quaint rins but m did not Uke 
the ones on £)fday. But Kenny 
hasn't lost hope as yet'I am toM 
diat bi New Madcet dieie is a shop 
whkhsperialises'in silver bauMes 
and afitafuefewdleiy," he sqps. 
"The next tune I am in Calcutta I 
must pick up a few ting^ £r«n 
diere.' 


ve^ying, as his co-hosts and hostesses 
do erven if they haven't been further 
west than Dador. Nor does he use 
Americanisms to get his point across. 
Kenny's English is that of an upper 
middle-dass Indian, and his Fliridi is 
oompleiely audrentk. And why not. 
For, as the veejay emphasises, "1 am an 
Indian." 

In a sense; Luke has stood die 
conventianal wisdean—as far as 
Channd V went—on its head. It had 
kx^ been acnepted (feom die days of 
MTV Asia, in feet) that the ve«^ys of 
Western music programming should 
be Western not just in dieir looks; 
orientatioiv refoence points but also in 
die way di^ spoke. It h^ied, of course, 
■ if they look^ Indian so trat the 
audiences could identify widi them 

So; a perfect co mp romise was struck. 
The music channels took Indian—or 
half-Indian—boys and girls who had 
eidier been b(»n and brou(^t up 
abroad or had spent a lot ^ time <Hi 
for eign shores and made them into 
veejays. This strategy had its 
advantages. Not only were these 
people femiiiar with the Western music 
soene having grown up widi it, but diey 
also spoke'fenrign': a quality that most 


Indians are impressed by. 

Titus, the Indian televiskm screens 
pla 3 nxl host to Ruby Bhatia (who had 
bem brought iro in CanadaV Sophiya 
Hacpie (bom of a Bangladeshi father 
and an Engli^ modier) and Kamal 
Sidhu (another Canada-retunned 
beauty c|ueen). 

But then, along came Luke Kenny, 
and changed all die rules. Despite his 
Irish-Italian line^e, and his^m;i( 
kx}ks,Kenny had the appeal of—and 
sounded like—the bcty next door. He 
used Boiribay HindiaspaitofhisTV 
patter, his English was unaccented, and 
nis pniotmance was completely 
natural. 

Today, when you walk down the 
streets of die city with Luke, ytxi leatue 
that he's a bcBia 6de celebrity. Nut only 
is he oontinuaDv haunted by autograph 
hunters, even mose who don't 
approach him nudge each other and go, 
'Xuke, Lukr^ isn't it?" And like most 
(rdicr celebrities, Kenny gets his share 
of perks, media attentian wherever he 
goes, lots of crazy admirers, good 
money, and a new Sat m Versova. 

But dicn, even when be was a child, it 
was obvKHLs that Kenny was headed 
for die big tune. The bcty, who was bom 







with tho proverbial gift of the gab and a 
talent for histrionics, was always doing 
something in school, "cither a^mg or 
singing"' quite the best trainmg for 
someone who would grow up to be a 
veejay 

Ki^y, however, entered th<* world 
of television quite by accident. The 
garrulous 20 year old (he's now 24) was 
deejaymg at a private party in Bombay, 
whm he was singled out by a Star TV 
offiaal, who had bc'cn quite taken in 
with his performance. And the rest, as 
they say, was history. 

I t was way back in the Fifties that 
Luke's grandparents came to India 
His grandfather began working as a 
jazz drummer in C^cutla, and the 
Kennys took up lodging somewhere in 
8 


Kippon Street. Nearly a decade later, 
diners at the Blue Fox rocked to the 
tunes of Luke's father's guitar. It was 
the Sixties and rock 'n mil held sway 
and this small Irish-Itahan family 
merged with Calcutta's cross culture; 
wh^ the rich and the fashionable 
dined out every single night and 
patronised musical bands in 
restauran*.-'. 

After Luke was born, the Kemnys 
shifted to Thane in suburban Bombay. 
Thus, bttle Luke grew up in a 
cosmopolitan, middle-oass 
atmosphere, playing in the locality 
ark and shattering the glass panes of 
is neighbours wim his wild sixers. "1 
was a terror in the nei^bour hood and 
everyone called me the monkey boy," 
he reminisces. It was endy a matter of 


ftme before Kenny was speaking 
perfect Hindi, wmdi he leamt from his 
friends, and had become as Indian as 
di«n: only his Bgjit skin and golden 
locks set him ajMat "I've alwa 3 re had 
long hair. I allowed it to grow till I 
would be caught in school and thrown 
out," recalls the veejay witfi a chuckle. 

His grandmoftier dcnibled as his 
mother (who dkd when he was just 
seven) and had a tough time bringii^ 
up die mischievous toat. There would 
be complaints from die neighboun^ as 
well as from die principal of Luke's 
schcxil. Luke hat^ studies and if he 
could help it he would stay away from 
classes every day. "1 was never an 
outstanding student, but just about 
managed to scrape through." But a 
stickler tor discipline that she was. 
Granny Kenny made sure Luke 
completed his 10 years in St John the 
Baptist. 

"Then," confesses Luke, "I joined 
Elphinstone College but dropped out 
before the H.S. examinations." "Tell 
me," asks Kenny in his next breath, 
"does education serve any purpose in 
this country? Look at the people 
running this country, are they 
educated?" 

It's not nect'ssary to be a good actor to 
be a good veejay, runs the mle. Ruenty, 
ready wiL and a good script can .see you 
through the programme. But Luke is 
also a good actor having performed in 
school plays in his student days and 
having worked in the productions ot 
Burjor Patel and Bharat llabholkar in 
his youth m Bombay. Some years ago 
Calcutta theatre lovers will remember 
seeing him perform in the English play. 
Carry on Bindas, at Kala Mandir. Widi 
his fluid Hindi diction he was also 
featured in a Hindi/English three-act 
play. Partner. But Luke wouldn't like to 
pursue a career on sta^ for, as he says, 
"I like to act now and men and more so 
in musicals, but I am not so senous 
about it". 

He loves the camera and the idea of it 
following him to exotic locations while 
he chats widi his audience through the 
lens. But talking to the camera can be 
boring unless enlivened by anecdotes 
and jukes and some li^t chatter. "You 
have to do a lot of reading also to keep 
yourself up to date on the music," says 
die veejay. And Luke is a voracious 
reader, irom films, music, fiction, non¬ 
fiction, you name it; he has them all. 
Once shooting is over and he has 
ftnished his hot efcoi he will settle down 
inhLs favourite chair and thumb 
through the pages of a classic. 

"You must be dear about what you 
are saying before the camera and ^ as 








A natural porformer 


JkT 


»nui'h v’uuisclf .IS pussible," says Luke. 
Bui isn’t them .■ chance of certain 
jinnijiit ot burerfom setting m, as the 
V(’i',ay iH’come.s rojH'btive? 

"Nci," cxiinc's ttio emphatic response, 
"first of all there is a script written by 
someone else' although most veejays do 
not strictly follow it. Secondly, eacxi 
pnigramme has a different theme and 
iiKMid and there is only a five per cent 
chance of you re^xMtuig yourself," 
l.i ike pi >inls out As far as I ,uke is 
concemeii, toi most of the time tlie 
script IS forgotten and he packs in his 
own words into the t.how. "It comes out 
wondei fully," he says in his usual 
modest fashion 

rowing up in Bombay on a diet of 
Amitabh Bachchan blockbu.sters, 
Luke always wondered how it would 
be if he too could grow up to be a 
superstar like his matinee idol. Films 
became a pas.sion with him and 
whenever there was a little time and 
some extra pocket money he would 
sneak into a cinema hall. 

Steven Spielberg opened a wide new 


world of wonder before him; he fell in 
love with David Lynch; he saw Gone 
with the Wind four tunes and never fell 
satiated; Cusspblanca ha4 him in tears. 
He started buying all kinds of books on 
films and spent hours devouring them. 
At one stage he found he was spending 
more muiv^y on books than on nis food. 

At 24, Luke still dreams of becoming 
an actor on the big screen. With his 
Bombay style English, fluency in Hindi, 
and 'foreign' looks he could make a 
place for himself in tiasel town's 
formula films And Kenny is quite 
conhdent of doing so. "In throe-four 
years' time I'll do something m films; 
either before the camera or behind it," 
he says, with cmiet confidence. Would 
that be an Eng^h or Hindi film? "Hie 
langu/^tge is not important," says Luke, 
"but I can assure you it will not be a 
formula movie but something you will 
all er^oy." And where will he snoot it; 
in Hollywood or Bollywood? '"That's 
again not important," comes the 
digiified rejoinder. 

Hie road from Rippon Street to 


Versova hasn't b«:n exactly tougii 
going for Luke And there's no rcas(.m 
why the road to Film Cily—and from 
there to Hollywood— should be 
strewn with thorns either After all, 
haven't thmgs always come 
remarkably easy tor Kenny? 

Despite that, the Channel V veejay 
has a remarkably cool head .screwed im 
firmly to those slender shoulders. I le's 
not a pn-stincr to his celebrity .st.itu.s, 
he's quite happy w'alkuig dovni the 
streets in his aimfortable ji-air. and 
funky shuts. He doesn’t smoke, he 
doesn't drink, and he is a slnct 
vegetarian And despite bt'ing one nt 
India's most eligible bachelors, he 
doesn't have anyone speaal in hi.s life at 
die moment. 

But then, the veejay doesn't believe in 
the institution of marriage, inther. 
"What IS imporbuit is that two mind.s 
meet," he says, "and does that happisi 
in all mainages?" Perhaps not But we 
can think of millions of girls who would 
give an arm and a leg to try, when it 
comes to Luke Kenny. ■ 
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BEJAN DARUWALLA 



Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

') CitlDfshcl StlJS, th«- 

pt>rst)n<il jnd the 
prcilosMoiiiil, do mix 
this wtfk All the action 
you want will be from 

L_J Inly to Inly 12 Work.. 

home and all {j^ctical •iftairs will be 
.sl.inted. The eliSrly, as. well as relatives 
and evi'ii voor boss, might neeil vour 
caiv and attention 

Taurus 

April 21 — May 20 

'! Do watch yoiii step, 
litc'rallv and citherwise 
l-Wpensch could 
multiply, though for a 
w'orthy cause It could 
well be travc'l lime lor 
business and tor w'elt<ire oi others and 
vour.sell too |uly M-ll will bi* important 
for family and work Ycnir colleagues 
and |.H'l.s will demand attention 

Gemini 

May 21 - Juno 20 

Ihe week aceeiituates 
youi job, profession 
and business A good 
tune to givc/ieieiec 
favours Be yiierous 
At dinners and parties 
your luck will hold Try to have your 
moments ol stillness amid .ill the 
hustle and bustle W'thin your 
limitations, vou will have choices 

Cancer 

June 21 ~ July 20 

Iltr’sun-Mercurv 

'1 w i-'c'niuiu'tion on |u1v 11 

makes you bold .uul 
ad venturous Be sc > by 
all means but also 
remember Ic) be 

j’raclii'al and wcnldly Ihc're's much 
linliiiished biisiiiess to be deme and 
that Will ic'i|inre the best you are 
capable ol 


m 


'Leo 

I July 21 — August 21 

1 The middle of the week 
IS ideal tor buying, 
selling, sheippmg and 
trading. Yes, your 
source's ol iiuome do 
incre.ise, and by 
I September you should have the spin¬ 
off a good <>ne, ot the etlinls \ou do 
put in, now liiuinc'y, c eli-br.Uions and 
expenses make .t trio 

Virvo 

August 22 -- September 22 

' I This IS a good time to 
mend yoiii teiices, he.il 
vourselt and others and 
that's not iMsy and 
simple It IS lime tor 
. you to clc-ai away the 
I messc'nti.il -md make lite simple I’he 
I paradox is that love will find a home in 
I vour heart But it v\ ill not be a simple 
i aftair A little' ejaie ot he.ilth would help 

•Libra 

j September 23 — October 22 

Teoplc ma\ lie it see 
I things vour wav. but 

I communwations, travel 

I I^ACsH|P and a good time' m.ike 
! iIt worthwhile A little 

i.__tact will help 'Ihis 

wc'e'k IS a medli'v of work .md 
! household .itlairs It is certain th.il you 
W'lll be sleiggmg It out at work Fxpe'ct 
h.ippy lesiilts m ihc' ne-xt iwc) months 

Scorpio 

I Octobei^3 - - November 2? 

r .nie.hild shows the 

man, as tnoming shows 
! Ihi' clav" and this is .i 

lime tor memoi le's ,md 
I fla.slibacks tmin the p.ist, 

j . . .issiin's (.aiieslui 

; Mc'ditation. tiavol and health sale'giiarcts 
I should .stv you ihrou.gh s.ete'lv iou will 
' I’ertaiiiK mi-et i fc'w inteii'stiiig pi'o|ile 
Be s\ stematic in your work 


Sagittarius 

November 23 — December 20 
I.ove, feelings, 
spontaneity will 
activate you While this 
could create 
complications, test 
assured that's the real 
I you and therefore there is no shame in 
being what you really arc Meeting and 
1 breaking of minds and hearts is more 
I than possible. July 11-13 is action time. 

I Capricorn 

; December 21 — January 19 

I r ~IE3 VVhile pressures will 

I build, yciu will be alert, 

I I aB T*'' your anlc'nna vibrant 

11 and ready to receive all 

wJBwSta hints. 

; Claslies and 

I cocipei.iticm go together Wh'lc' finances 

I will ceiiitinue to be important, you will 
I look to the siibjec’tivc side ot vour life 
I inc'ludiiig the home and the t.imilv 

Aquarius 

January 20 February 18 

.‘Mliances .md mcx'tmgs, 
home and laniily 
memoers. contacts and 
Li)nsci|iient contracts is 
what the wevk is all 
. about Also, there will 
j Ik.' .1 strong emphasis, once again, on 
! job, work, loans, invc'slme'nts and 
j health ha/.aids and th.it will apply right 
! iipio )uly 22. WVek ot changes 

'Pisces 

I February 19 — March 20 

' Finances and emotional 

bonding make yc<ur life 
Rc.serve vour best shot 
forjuly lO-lI Your 
ereahvitv will be at a 
high jiilch ot excellenia? 

I Children, liobbii's. pastime, fun .md 
j gaini’s Is how if will go with you On .ind 
i iillei |uly I'i, yoti should have a happier 
lime 111 il Fvc'n il liiirl, try Ici N' polite 


B I R T HD AYS 




Ti Mbmr scMttte Veiiu$«Man$ wllT|iitnrlde>'<teir(Ui 
' Csnnini. t^ef dic^te difficult 

.timete aek for f«vo^rs. 

'Jiufy &' Moonjaqptaife NeptoiDe jusurea a pragouitic, no- 

*ppro0^i Vou oouM in the crosji»fire of 


of BuciceBs i$.ft»otdd.'Ycr 
JlUy I0t eeidUe s 
' yt^ eyet' } 


ifflnet» deeis. A ^idiy nuiasure 
pcUtllHe Witt be great. 

^jpitttpe marka tme of the fuwttt 
<Wt» aiso sttxn^. 


Money, poaition, coramunlcattve 
' elation, pubKdty and populariiyecooild.wWim^ . 
if Sun>Memiry cor^unctton 
mt best in writti^ teadhinib 

and a buainesa rsontract i« deSnihdy oil ■: -v; c ’’ 

Jufy IZ*'Mo0n 

time fm' tfttot^ entmnmieufia,. fhil tjt|)itTf'liiiii^r(iiiii 

agnnta, jMpdin%rs and. thole hi J 

to go yow way. Exfteet Ke^ 






There are really two kinds of 
breeds in this world. One is smug 
with their job security. 

The other believes that their 
Job security lies in their own talent 
And not in a job. 


men to run this for us. 

To that end, we’re looking for 
people from F&B, Housekeeping, 
Kitchens, Accounts, Front Office, 
Personnel, Banquets, Health Qubs, 
Beauty Parlours, Swimming Pools 


If you are 
part of the 
former, quit 
reading this ad. 


YOU’RE NOT 


and other 
leisure areas. 

We’ve tied 
up with 


If you 
aren’t, 
let’s talk. 
About 


UNNONGFORA 


Radisson 
Resorts, a 
group 
that runs 


you. You’re on I 

the fast track. Ill I 
You’re currently IIII 
woi king in a V HI 
hotel or a restaurant You 
know you’re going to 
become a General 
Manager some day. 

lif e is mm n mi 
not about 


MRIGItn 




THENUMKAT 


waiting for ■ I 

your turn. I IIHIIV I 
It’s about turning Hpn a Mi 
around the wait || 

That’s why you must I I 
turn to us. I 11II 

Ganpati Greenfields is about 


THIS AD. 


tmZUWw most refined 
|I■^H I I resorts on this 

I Wl I ■ planet 

Now we need to tie up 
with you. 

So, if you’re the 
I kind of person who’d 
^MM|M ump give up a 
■■■11 career to 

II !■ Ill take up a 

Wl challenge, 

« write in or send a fax in 
utter confidence to our 
Vice President: HRD. 
I He’ll be only too glad 
to look at it And you. 


to redefine the hospitality business 
in this region. We are about to open 
a deluxe luxury resort at Raichak, 
some 45kms away from Calcutta. 
We are looking for fine women and 


Goipafi GreerNields Limited 

A subsidiary of Gujarat Ambuja Caments Ltd. 

6/7A AJC Bose Road, Cafculta 700 017. Fax: 033 2470561 
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CAUGHT IN THE MHIDLE 


Kalpatici lajmi is all set to film the stoiy of a hermaphrodite and his ageing 
actress mother. Vaishali Honawar profiles the director 


H er office in Bombay's 

Hatraj Studios is full of 
porfraits and memories of 
the long-gone past when 
other members of her family were ; 
making their pmsence felt in India's ! 
film world But Kalpana Lajmj | 
herself lives in a world that is as 1 

modem as the computer on her 1 

table. For, how else could the i 

woman have made such a I 

pathbreakmg film as Ek Pul. 

Vot years this niece of film i 

legend Guru Putt has voiced 
lorthright views on her lifestyle and ; 
single status, and hei 
unconventional idiMS li.iw tonnd ' 

reflection in the unusual films she ^ 
makes. Her first film, Ek Pul, made | 
in l^M?, brought her acclaim and is | 
certainly one of the more ! 

memorable movies of the period It | 
told the story of a marrieci woman i 
who renews an old affair while her 
husband is away and e en gets 
pn'gnant 

With Ruilaali, which was 
released in La|mi once again 
ntiterated her position as a film 
maker of .substance, wowing the 
critics and pulling the audiences 
into the theatres to watch a 
“morbid" story that had been told 
differently 

Now, aftei a longish gap of over 
two years, she's ready to go on the 
floors with her third film, 

Darmiyaau. Says Lajmi. 'I take a 
long time bebveen films becau.se 1 
prekT to do eveiything myself I 
also research my subjects in depth 
and get all the details right before 1 
begin shooting'' Extensive 
n*hearsal.s and dancing classes tor 
the entire cast “to make their bodies 
.supple" have also been in progress 
““After all, I cannot afford to keep 
shooting reMkes w'lth the kmd of 
budget I have," Lajmi laughs 

There have bt*cn several setbacks 
since she first began the prmect. 
Dimple Kapadia and Shah Rukh 
Khan, her first choice for the roles of 
the protagonists, an actress and her 
hermaphrodite son, backed out. 
Paresh Rawal, who was also 



approached for the eunuch's role, 
signed the film and then went on to 
do a similar role in Mahesh Bhntt's 
Tauuwitii a fact Lajmi is still bitter 
about But she has managed to get 
past the hurdles and shooting for 
Darvii\/uati will begin in August. 

Silting in her office one rain- 
specked afternoon, Lajmi njipears 
pretty relaxed, ihcuigh one can sense 
the energy bubbling away m the 
strong voice thal makes its point 
arlicuiateJy and mmceh no words. 
Her bio-dala tells you she'.s 42 but 
nothing -ibcpLil her gives that aw'av 
and despite her ample build it's not 
difficult to believe that she's the 
woman whom Dev Anand once 
offered Zecnaf Annn's role in lUvia 
Panna 

The memoiy makes her laugh 
delightedl. But then' are no regrets 
ovei that lost chance to become a 
Bollyw'ood star She did love acting, 
she says, and even played major 
roles in some plays. But it was 
cinema that beckoned in a stronger 
voice until one day she jest barged 
into cousin Shyam Benegal's office 
to bog for a job 

“ He was finishing Arikur around 
that time and 1 became one of his 


assistant directors," she recalls. “I 
had to practically start from 
scratch." The 12 years she spent 
with him were a vital education in 
discipline rather than film making 
per .se, she savs, which stood her in 
1 good stead when she decided to 
strike out on her own 

L jjini has since proved herself a.s a 
director of substance several 
! times over, both on television and 
I on the big screen After the critical 
I success of Ek Pul, Ktiilitiih fetched .is 
I in.inv iis .^(1 national .ini.1 
: intern.ition.ll aw.iids. iliougli no! .i 
' single one for direelur, 'sin s.ic-., 
with an 1 x.igger.ileil .sigh 

I’ei'hajis il'.s a lapse she can 
correct with Lhinwi/uuii The film 
wMth it.s unusual storvlini' .should 
certainly make pieopfe sit no and 
take nofice PrixUiced by KV. 

Pandit, the film's story revolves 
around the relationship between a 
fading film star and her only child 
who IS a hermaphrodite '1 he 
beautiful mothi-r, \vho abhois the 
freak child, laces a dilemma she 
cannot bring herself to .iccejit fhe 
child, nor c.in .she give him aw'av 
Thus, like both of I .ajmi's e.irlier 


Rakhee and Dimple in Rudaali: “Morbid’ tale 




films, Darmiyaan tcio is an 
exploration of the woman's psyche 
essentially that of the ageing actress 
"Even the cential character, the 
hermaphrodite, has all the trappings 
of a woman," she says. Women ana 
their problems, she kk?Is, make 
interesting subjects though she adds 
that she doesn't go out looking for 
women's subjects when she makes 
films. 

For her research Lajmi studied 
the life of the eunuchs in Bombay 
over a long period "It's a ve y' sad 
life," she .says about them. "It's 
terrible to bi- pu.shed to the 
periphery ol society the wav they 
are 

The story weaves its way 
through the film industry of th.' 

Foi ties and the world of street 
eunuchs in the Fifties "It's a 
tragedy-" say.s I.a|mi, "with the 
protagonist striving to be accepted 
as a normal person by society and 
not succeeding It is the story of an 
individual who is dillemiit and his 
jinihlcms in surviving in thi.s sort of 
world " 

A rank newcomer, Ciovind 
Menon, will now oia)’ the role ol the 
hermaplinidile wfiili’ Kiron Kher 
will play Ins molhei "After Dimple 
and Shah Rukh backed out, I 
decided not to Ininl around for other 
stais blit lake fresh faces instead 
because i( is easier lor them lo be 
.iccepti'd m uiuisiidl roles than it is 
tor stais," sa> s La|mi 

•-■he pickl'd Menon, she says, not 
hecao.se she thought he was a better 
actor than the others shi- had sireen- 
tested, hut because when she 
dressed hmi up as a woman he 
appisired the must feminine T 

with a difference 



Govind Menon; Plays the hermaphrodite son in Darmiyaan 



thought then that he would blend 
into tne film Even in trousers and a 
shirt Covind has this androgynous 
qualitj'," she saj’s 

Bui .she's not yet confident about 
whether he can carry off the difficult 
role "We'll |u.st have to wait and 
see," she .says. "After all, it is not 
easy for a normal person to bring 
out the walk and gesture's of an 
androgynou.s person naturally And 
imless it'.s done really well, the 
character can become a joke " In that 
.sense, Dnrniii/aati i.s a "tightrope 
walk" for her, says Lajmi, and one of 
the must difficult films she's made. 

Even the rest of the cast 
comprises newcomei-s with the 
exception of Tabu who makes a 
small appearance to inject that vital 
du.se of glamour A tliumri singer, 
Rita Ganguli Kothan, and television 


actor Shdhbaa/ Khan make up the 
remainder of the main cast. 

The film has been written and 
scripted by l,a|mi herself, as all her 
films arc, and the story, she says, 
was iaspired by an article Mafiosh 
Bhatt wrote a couple of years ago in 
Senrn where he spoke of a star of 
the so-called Nazneen Begum and 
her hermaphrodite child, iiku. T 
liked the idea and developed it," 
.says Lajmi. 

The story will be told in an 
operatic style and Lajmi is x'isihly 
excited about the film’s music. 
Darmiyaan has a huge array of songs 
compased by Dr Bhupen Ma/anka 
with whom Lajmi has had a long 
and steady as.sociation. The songf. 
have been penned by Javed Aklliar 
and eunuchs have been roped in lo 
sing .some of the group songs. 
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"Biluponiiii has used authentic 
inslniments belonging t<5 the era in 
which the him is based," she says, 
adding that she expects the music to 
be even belter n?ceived than that ot 
Ruiiiwl: 

I ajini admits that while the tilm 
has a rather morbid sloiy'lme, she 
plans to handle it in an entertaining 
manner Hoiuhui/ and Bittuiil Qiiccii 
both balanced the commercial aspect 
and the reality factor verv well, she 
points out, besides being marketed 
excellently by ABCI.,. 

L ajmi does not belong to the tribe 
of serious tilmmakeis who insist 
our audiences are [ust not readv for 
good cinema. The audiencc-s are 
tnere, she says, but vou need to tirst 
get them to realise tlial you're going 
to tell your story intea'stmgly and 
differentlv 

rhis, she says, is one major 
reason why she uses stars in her 
hlms Working with stars helps me 
reach iiut to a wider audience, 
because the subjects I tackle are not 
going to go down very well with a 
mass audience Also, using an 
experienced actor helps, m that, even 


if he/she can't give a fell 
performance, he/she can give a 
trained one " 

But working with stars, she 
admits, has its problems tot) ‘ It’s 
difficult to tell them what to do. A 
director can, in that sense, 
differentiate better between the 
personal and the professional than 
an actor ran, I feel." 

Her relationship with Dimple 
duiing the filming of Rudaalt, Ldjmi 
admits, had its shades ot grey. "We 
had a great rapport on screen but off 
screen 1 alwavs wanted to be very 
friendly while Dimple was not so," 
she says "I later realised that it's 
bec.iuse .she s a vit\ reserved 
person " 

Also, she points out glumly, 
established stars are never tiw keen 
to expenm-'iil with diflerenl types of 
roles. For example, she says, any 
Bollywood star would not agree U) 
play a eunuch bccau.se it would go 
against his 'macho'imagc. "I keep 
h'lling them that when they act, they 
portray characters that are not 
themselves. That's what acting is all 
about Hut they just don't seem to 
understand " 

Coming as she does from a 


family of filmmaker.s, eacli noted for 
his uni«.]ue style ot creating cinema, 
one wonders il Lajmi loo felt the 
need to be different to prove her 
worth as a filmmakoi 

Bui she IS quick to point out that 
while her films have always dealt 
with oft-beat .subjects, it's not as if 
she con.siriouslv makes the decisioTi 
to be different ' 1 feel that if my 
voice can be heard ihmugh my 
medium, then why not highlight 
areas that have not been explored?" 
Kaipana explains. 

Among her other forthcoming 
projects IS a film where she plans to 
cast Madhuri Dixit "She's read the 
script and appeared quite excited, I 
hope she'll do it," says Lajmi and a 
serial based on Leo Tolstoy’s 
Resurrection, titled The Awakening, 
w'hich will be telecast on DD. "It's a 
love story based in the Northeast" is 
how she describes it. But she's not 
yet sure when it will be on air 

Darmiyaan too should be ready 
for relea.se by the end of this year, 
she says. And while it's been a long 
wait since Rudmli, with Lajmi one 
can at lca.sl be sure tlie film will be 
well worth it. ■ 
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jra was happy and it showed in many 
different ways, in the involuntary smile 
that lit up her face from time to time, in 
the numerous out of key tunes she 
hummed softly to herself, in the little 
dance steps she could not resist and in 
her hands as they deftly and with 
practised ease busied themselves with 
the rooking The kitchen was her 
sonctuar}' and in its environs she found 

The author, Kusum Sawhney 



an enveloping peace It was warm and 
welcoming ana pleasing to the eye, 
with its rust coloured mosaic tiles, 
vegetable patterned wall paper and 
plants perched atop cupboards and 
nan^ng from the ceiling. There was an 
old fireplace besides which were two 
worn cushioned chairs in a cheery 
chintz print, a vivd rug with an Aztec 
motif and lots of dried flower 




cilions Tin- had a f.irm 

hou'«' that n‘la\i‘d those \\'ht> 

ontori'd its portals 

lars of all kiruls t'f condimi'iits, 
jams, amd spuvs wen- msitly l.iid in 
rows iind the Iridj'O was alwavs well 
stocki'd w ilh erapi's. melons or 
\vhale^’er he the truit of tlu* se.ison 
Heie 'lara could immersi’ herself in 
the pieparation ol a hivourito dish; 
dwelllin),', on each ineredic'nt, feeling 
then magii with her hands, inhaling 
the aroma and i losing lu-r eyes in 
ecsi,is\ as it then veu aroma 
r-sii heil soi'He part of hi-t soul. And 
ihev had to be fresh Anything less 
would not do I'hns the packaged 
variety ivas never seen in her 
kitchen C hei king and rechecking 
each item and then losing herself si< 
(ompleteh m hei most tmasiired 
hobby that cooking invaiiablv look 
longei than it ought to But it was 
alwai's ivoith the wail The dishes 
that were jiresenled ultimntely were 
both .1 work of art to behold and the 
taste was mdescribablv delicious --a 
connoissein's deliglit 

In the kitchen lara cut hersell olt 
tiom the rt'sf ot the w(>rld, iiiiy 
probU'rns cir wiirne.s scirled 
theinsolves out a-> her hands worked 
magic.illv and her thoughts moved 
on to other re.ilms Not tlial she was 
a day dreami.T but just that she liki‘d 
to do her thinking in an atmosphere 
that was ot lier own choosing Tara 
somehow did nc'l belong to this 
world She lived elsewhere, m her 
mind, in a place c't her own 
choosing, only \enturing m>\v and 
ihi-n because she had to 

I'aia was a httle ivoman, no iiioie 
than tour feel and (en niclies, and a 
real beauty A small retrousse nose, 
perleclly .irehed eyebrows thal owed 
nothing lo artifice below which were 
eyes, the colour of the sea. At times 
blue and green, at times brown but 
always wide .ind luminous, innocent 
and childlike A wide lorehead and 
welll denned lips Completed the 
picture But apart ln»m being such a 
refined biMiiti’ ’fara w.is a lovely 
person, a trifle sliv but affectionate 
and lull of warm feeling tor 
everyone Thi.s was apparent in the 
joy others took from seeing her and 
jiiyanabh' some Irii'nd or the other 
dropped m to have a chat Maybe it 
w'as hei .small frame, her detenreless 
look, iier innocence, or then again 
may be it was all three But whatever 
It was, she inspired deep protective 
instincts iioin those who loved her. 

iddav. she had decided lo cook 
lesaniim, a winter Iranian dish she 
liaJ learned from a close Persian 
Irii-nd when her husband had been 
posted m the coi-nlry It was a very 


spc’cial dish, tor it brought back 
countless happy memories of their 
stay them, thal were startlingly 
vivid. ..like the warmth of shared 
meals, of dropping by accidentally 
and still being welcomed. Memories 
of w'inter nights and w'arm fires, and 
exchanged confidences The smell ol 
the barwcue and much laughter A 
cherished time, yes, a very specifil 
time 

Tara had become soinctliing of 
an expert at this dish, having 
mastered it authentically and in the 
process it had become a popular 
meal with the tamily First she grated 
the onions, tears, rushing to hei eyes 
as the aciditv from the onion juia> 
stung ind Nayantara, her daughter 
enti'nng the kitchen at just that 
moment, ruslied to her side m 
concern 

"Why didn't you call me to grille 
the onii'ii, look at your eves, inam.i. 
you |usl sil down and refax, you 
shouldn't be doing ihi.s, please listen 
lo me Sit down, sit down and let me 
do it i|uicklv" 

Nayantara was as ugly as her 
mother was beautiful. Abroad flat 
no.se dominated her other features 
which were' so iinremarkahle that the 
onij thing people noticed was ihe 
nose All hei life she had I'ved w’ltli 


this handicap, more pronounced 
when people stared disbelievingly at 
her mother. It had forever, produced 
no grudge or resentment in 
Nayantara. On the contrary, .she 
idolised her mother 

Her mother's pretty looks and 
delicate mien had developed in the 
child feelings ol protectum. As far as 
she could remembei, she had 
always wanted to look after her 
mother If had a Jot to do with the 
early morning and late night rituals 
of bedtime stones and being told 
you were loved It w.is 
dcmcmstraled in affectionate luddles 
anil much hugging and ki.ssing .And 
Nayantara blossomed under such 
love. And though the bedtime stones 
h.id changed lo shared lonlideiuvs, 
the tiieking -Still remain and the 
kissing still continue with Na\ antaia 
more of the protector and her 
mother the recifuenl 

As Navanlara tried lo take Ihi- 
grater trom her mother's hands, she 
protested gently No you listen 
silly" laugning lovingf>, ' di>n>>t 
fuss so lam making li's.in|un vou 
know, your father's favounte dish, 
and I want to m.ike ii .ill inysell " 
Then scooping tlie gtaled oiimn 
into the deep pan, slie laili d lo si-e 
the look ot eoucein and odd side 








glance her daughter gave her. 

"Oh?" was all Nayantara could 
.say in a st?emingly nonchalant 
maiuier 

"Now let me cook," her mother 
said looking at her affectionately, "it 
IS getting late and your lather will be 
here soon." 

Tara seemed to forget about her 
as .she immersed herself in the 
cooking. Nayantara stood looking at 
her mother She had lost a lot of 
weight, she noted, she had dark 
circles under hei eyes which sht had 
made an attempt to hide with a 
foundation cream that stood out a 
mile and her coll.irbones witc 
lotting through her blouse She made 
an inhiherent sound and bit hei lips. 
She .stood at the t'litrance of the 
kitchen lor a long while with a 
strange look on fier lac>‘ and then 
rushed out abruptly but Tara, 
siibliinelv unaware of anything 
except the food prepaiation in front 
ol her failed to notice her daughter's 
ti-nse departure 

'■ oon the chii ken was Irving on a 
low IumI while 'lara gi>t the sauce 
re.idv It ivas a sweetish mixtiiri* ot 
poinegraniile coiuentrate and 
walnuts In no turn*, the ingredients 
wi le al! lieapixl logi'lhei and the 
sauce w.is hiibhluig gently She then 


put the .snaked nee on a slow fire 
and left to have a shower 

An hour later, looking incredibly 
pretty in a peach cotton .sarec with a 
purple boaWr and patterned blouse, 
she set the table and calk'd out lh.it 
dinner was ready and they would he 
eating soon. On nearing her 
mother's dulcet voice, Nayantara 
entered the room with a look ot 
apprehension The dining table wa.s 
transformed from its usual 
everyday look to one ot festive 
elegance She saw' that the special 
damask tablecloth had beiTi u.sed 
and the Venetian crockery was laid 
out which was .something very ran' 

It was iinly u.sed on special occasions 
when they h.id sometnmg to 
celebrate 'The table w'as dominated 
by a vase cit .sneetacular iri.ses, the 
profusion and abundance ot the 
yellow and purple colour adding a 
vix'idness to the setting Seeing her 
inolher'.s smiling face she pulled 
together and sat down ready to eat. 

' (tkay mother, I am ready tor 
the great dish," she said 

"But," Tara protested, "we must 
wait VVe can't eat now, vc'ur lathi'r is 
not here yet." 

Nayanf.ira sl.ired at her mother 
m total ama/.einent "Why did you 
call me then? You [ost said dniner 


was ready " I ler mouth stayed open 
and she wanted to say more but no 
words came out With e slight shake 
ot her head she changed her mind 
and Saul instead, her tone ter.se. 

' Papa is always late on Tuesday.s, 
you know that, he wouldn't want us 
to wait tor him " 

"I know, I know," .said her 
mother. "But lot us wail |ust a bit, 
you know how vour papa likes 
eating with us And you'll be able to 
talk to him also That would make 
him ve^^' happy," she said 
pleadingly 

Then catching sight ol her 
daughli'r’s stunned face she quickly 
added, "but if you an* very hungry 
nidvbc we should start Nayantara 
seized her chance .ind agrei-d al 
once, 'Ye.s, lei u.s " 

Still, her mother hesitated .and 
much to hi'r chagrin asked her to be 
piitient and wail )ijsf a while longer 
Navantara grimaced in re.sponse but 
decided to humour hei motlier They 
wailed for ox’er an hour Tara .sat 
calmly and happilv humming to 
hetself. Nayalara fried to kill time by 
flipping through .1 magazine but 
she put 1 ! down after a few minutes 
without n-ading a word Then she 
kioked thnnigh lier C’T) collection to 
pul on some music but out of the 






hundreds of CDs she could find 
nothing for the moment She 
switched on the telcvn.sion but each 
programme seemed more* inane than 
the other She was becoming nioiv 
and mure tense and agitated and 
finally no longer able to contain 
herself she shouted in frustration. 

'How can you sit there waiting 
for someone who is not going to 
come, you know Papa died a year 
ago, he’s dead, he's dead, don’t you 
understand, he's dc’ad, so stop 
kidding yourself It is time you faced 
reality si^'Ps |u.sl gel on and eat," 
she ,sobb?l5 tearfully 

'lara was aghast She stood up 
drawing herself to her full height 
and shouted back, ‘ Have you gone 
mad, have you lost leave of your 
senses Whatever is the matter with 
you, how can you bring yourclt to 
say such pi*rnicious untrtiths, such 
bla.sphemy, such horrible lies." 

She shook her with all her 
strength "I c'ould slap you for 
saying such a vile thing about your 
father." 'I’hen seeing Nayantara’s 
tearful face, she took her gc*nlly m 
her arms and cjuestioned sadly, "my 
darling what has upset you and 
made you say such vile things. It is 
.sc> unlike you How can you yo say 
such a grotesc|ue thing like* this? And 
that too about your ow'ii father. I just 
canncit believe it I’hi.s is too much, 
just loo much " 

It was Nayantara's turn to stare 
at her mother in disbcnet. She 
couldn’t believe what she was 
hc'aring hut decided to hold her 
tongue and refused to say anything 
fuitiier, but just w(>pt miserably into 
her handkeichiet 

I'ara IcKiked at her daughter 
helple.s.slv. ' Sometimes I just don't 
understand you," she said in 
c.xasperation, "but you are right it is 
late " she hesitated tor a few 
moments we won’t anv longer, 
we'll leave the food for your father 
111 the* kitchen, he can heat it when 
he comes home later." 

They ate in silence broken only 
by the ociasional sounds of laughter 
from outsidi. The tesan|un looked 
exlri'inely appetising, lightly brown 
with the pc'megranate seeds shining 
through and the walnuts adding to 
the crunchy texture It was delicums 
but both thcir appetites had w'aned. 
The exchange earlier had lett them 
dispirilod with the* lesult that thev 
botn loved with ihcir food, eating 
little 

Nayantara was tirc*d and upset. 
Heir mind was whirling with a 
multitucie of thoughts rushing at her 
trom all sides, pricking ht‘r mind like 
thousands of litlle nc*edles She tell 


confused and uncertain. When 
would hc*r mother face the truth 
And she wondered for how long she 
could keep up with this, this act of 
deception She was not sure how 
long she could ke*“p up a brave face 

I ler mother lost in her own 
thoughts said ver\' little The meal 
was over soon and thev cleared the 
table together each in their own 
separate world. By some unspcikcn 
mutual con.sent they decided to 
retire early 

Nayantara found it ditfirult to 
sleep 'The electricity had gone off 
and she couid teel the sweat 
trickling down her back and her 
knee joints. She tossed trom side to 
side wondering how long the power 
cut would last. "It could last the 
w'hole mght," she .said out loud. And 
it probaby would, she thought in 
anger. Didn’t it go every night She 
hadn’t had a decent night's sleep tor 
the past week and she felt miserable 
and irritated. She .should be usc*d to 
it by now. 

Having tossed about for another 
hour she decided to have a glass of 
lold milk 

On entenng the kitchen, the first 
thing she saw was a plate set on the 


sideboard, tilled with rice and 
fesan)un waiting to be healed for her 
father She couldn't believe it, it was 
like some horrible nightmare. Oh 
dear God. When was all this going 
to end? When would the 
denouement lake place? What was 
wmiig with her mother, her dearest 
most precious, beautiful and gentle 
mother? 

In pure frustration, .she tound 
herst'lf sobbing gently, half laughing 
at the ndiculoasncss ot the situation, 
half in pain and despair Hov/ was 
she ever going to convince her 
mother that her father was dead For 
how long could she exist in a world 
where he was always on business, 
hence the reason why he was never 
at home. The third Friday of every 
month always brought this 
emotional upset. It was, in fact, the 
day he had died in the car accident. 
But that fatal day seemed to be 
erased from her mother's mind. 
Instead, he was not seen by others 
but existed only m the world of her 
mother's making. Knowing no one 
was going to eat the fesanjun, 
Nayantara opened the friage and 
put both the rice and the fesanjun in 
their respective dishes and washed 
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lllf pl.llf 

mo.Miiii)’, -.lu* .iwiiki- U) llic 
hiin uliinmi; hrr hlit.' couldti'i 

ri-nn'ndicr slif h.id l.illrn 

.isk-i-p bill II h.id bi-(-i iWtri tuMii*' <'( 
divp lliiiikiii>; .iiul sl.iriiit’, ill ljii 
ci'iliiij; tibiu c 1 iuiiik Go(.l, slu' 
ihouj^il. iis .s!m‘ lu’.ivi'd Iiitm'Ii mil ol 
hod. I li’ nnllu'i's Imuit"' lli.ni imu.il 
fuimmini;, .-.Iriii'k lu I .is uiui.>11.11 ll 
w.is lull lliv suit iiiidi'i dll' bu'.ilh 
huniniiiii; slu- w.v. UM-d in hr.inii!>. It 
had a lilt nl h.ipp''ii"i.'- lliat v^•.l> 
unovivctod .iltin \vst('rda>'^ cvcnls 
and innt was mosl unlikolii'i 
miitluT Did '>'«ni SOI' \i)ui latlior, " 
Tara askod hoi i.laii>;hloi as sho 
oiitorod iho loom Navanl.ira shook 
hoi' hoad woarilv, I'li no sho ihiiii^hl, 
not .main It onlv happon.^ on 
Ttiosnays Why ha.s sho l.ipsod .so 
soon. 

I lor molhiT took no iiotno ol hor 
silonoo. "Your tatlior arrived lalo 
last iu);ht, ho slept m his spare 
bedroom so as not to disturb tno. f lo 
ale all his fesanjun and even wa.shod 
the dishes," she oliirpod haopilv “I 
think he went out for a walls but he 
should be back in tune lor broaktast 
1 miss him .so much," sho broke loi 
a moment, tears smartinj; heroyo.s 


•md hot voice wabbled dangerously, 

1 wish ho I oil Id Slav homo all the 
lime " rhon sho bngW'nod up, “but 
ho IS here now and 1 had belter go 
and got breakfast ro.iilv " 

Nayantai.i looked at her mother 
1 loro was a shfteronl por'.on from the 
one she had left the night before 
Ik'foro hor stood a woman who was 
positivoK' glowiii)’, Tor hor 
evorvlliing was in its place as it 
should bo and as tar as sho was 
coiuoinod her husband was alive 
•ind well. She seenis'd convinoed of 
that tact, ll was all too much. It was 
[list loo tmlK'lievablo. Nayantara 
opened her mouth lo speak and then 
shut It .igain What could sho say. 
W'as there any point in saving 
anv'thing That she had put the food 
away last night and washed the 
dish No, her mother vvouKl not 
believ'e her, worse it would upset her 
again anil Navantara could not bear 
that She would just have lo ki-ep 
i^uii't about the dishes She turned 
away in utter despair What should 
she do In frustiation she pul her 
knuckles in her mouth and chewed 
on them Would she believe her or 
even listen to her it she told her 
mother? 


j But it was wrong...It was wrong 
I to let her mother live like this, in 
I total ignorance of reality and really, 

! anyway, for how long would it last 
I How long before she came to her 
I si'nses and realised what the truth 
I was. By then maybe the reality' 

! would be too much for her lo 
j endure What if...what if the shock of 
I it all became too much for her What 
! would happen then... ? Yes, she 
1 reali.sed sne had to make her mother 
j und<*rstand now. Right now. In fact, 

; it was imperative she do so before 
i something terrible happened that 
' was irreversible 
I She turned back towards her 
j mother dreading what she had to 
I say but knowing sho had to tackle 
I the problem headon. Her voice was 
flat and intensely compulsive. 

! ‘ 'Ma, listen to me, and listen to 

j me clearly Plca,se try and be brave 
i and try and understand, tmly 
I understand what I am about to .say 
1 Papa is dead. Me died last year in a 
I car accident Don't you remember, 

I you w'ore with him... we bother 
I were, .look, look at your hand," and 
j she pulled her mother's arm 
i forward, "Icxik, look at the mark 
I you've got in the accident," pointing 
I to the uglv gash that would always 
i remain. 'Do you remember now, do 
' you?" 

Her mother moaned. But 
I remained silent and just looked at 
' her daughter with sad eyes 
overflowing with tears. Nayantara 
could not bear the agonised look 
that had replaced the smile on her 
mother's face She fell her heart 
twist inside itself and ru.shed to put 
her arms around her and hugged her 
hard. 

Determined to do wh.it was right 
she look her mother's trembling 
hands in her own and holding on to 
them tighUv' said, "You must face 
the truth Tncrc is only both of us 
left now But don't worry. I'll always 
be here to look after you Always ’’ 
Mcr voice faltered for a tew .seconds 
but then took on conviction that 
came through in thi confident 
manner in which she said,' always" 

It was her mother's turn to take 
her in her arms and rock her gently. 
"Oh, my love, my child, my deare.st 
child," she said painfully, "when 
will you understand, when will you 
understand?" 

A few minutes past by with 
mother and daughter wrapped in 
i each others arms The silemv was 
broken by a slamming door and then 
a familiar manly voice from up-stam 
floated down ..w'here are inv 
j slippers.. Tara....did 1 leav'e them 
I downstairs again? ■ 
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CALVIH AND HOBBES ■ WATTERSON 







































THE LOCKHORNS 


n 





"I OUST CAWT SEEM TO LOSE. NO MATTER THINK WE D BE WATCHING TV EVERY NIGHT . 
HOW MANY FAT-FREE COOKIES I EAT!" BACK THEN. THERE WASN'T ANY TV." 



"IT'S HARD TO BELIEVE YOU MADE THIS 
WITHOUT THE USE OF A CEMENT MIXER." 





*1UKE THE DOUBLE INDEMNITY FART. 
WE’LL TAKE IT!" 


GARriELD ■ JIM DAVIS 







THE ADVENTURES OF LEGIONNAIRE BEAUPEEF 
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FJOTCTi 

BEAT THE HEAT 


hi high fashion, as Indian designers come out with their summer 
collections. SamUa Bhaiia reports 


T here IS one designer. dl least, 
who appears bored stiff of 
Ix'in^ asked about the 
din*rtion fashion Inmds 
have taken this sulby summer. 
Blinking languidly in the Delhi 
ht'al, J.j. Vaiaya drones in response; 

■ 'What’s in, whjifs out? Nothing, 
absolutely nothing " 

But pu.sh him a little further and 
he gets more a-sscrtive. 'It's your 
individual, personal .style which is 
OMlIy the lixik of the sea.son'. No 
major fashion dictates happen in 
summer, and ruilcctions are 
launched bv •li’Signers at thi.s time 
of the veai hastcafiy just for the 
sake of doing a 'lint* of the .seastin' 
'Ilie collt'ction.s don't make a 
ia.shion statement ivr do they 
reflect any ixnuTele tn*nds," he 
says 

ThLs matter-ot-fact statement i.s 
corniborated by other trendsetters 
in the world of Indian haute 
couture. Pose Kavi Bajaj the same 
quesiion, and he says' "What is in 
is what you are most comfortable 
wearing. But technically, it’s linen, 
cotton and viscose in medium to 
pale colours." 

Pale colours? You can say that 
again, going by what’s available off 
the shelf today The de-signer 
paletu* has indt'ccl gone wan and 
the most pipular colour this sc'ason 
is lime gnren 

Vaiaya has gone* for prLstine 
white delicately temjxriw with the 
blue of Ming wttery from which a 
part of his coflection lakes 
ircspiraliun. His Russia-in.spm.*d 
designer outfits are m .shades of 
piM^, light green, lemon and 
cream. While the colour schemes 
border on thi.* pallid, the Icxik is 
unrestnetive. Broadly speaking, 
de.‘:igners like Bafaj nave adhc*red to 
' a Ifxcse and flowing silhouette, 
mxm shoes and minimal jewellery." 
The fu.ss and firills have biren kept to 
the minimal with wearability being 



26 








the bottom line. 

the Irniian tashion pundits 
have not really stuck out their nedcs 
to set a.paoe for the coming mondis, 
jt is quite obvious that they are 
treating comfort as the key element, 
with emi^iasis being laid on a suit 
structure, very subtle cokniring and 
extremely fine fiibrics. For foe 
spring-summer collection ol '96, foe 
designers have focussed on fabrics 
and colours interplayed with 
embroidery, neither taking away 
from foe other but harmoniously 
blending together to create the ideal 
suiruner ensemble. 

While Valaya's last collection 


emphasised on cottoas, he has 
disraided the material fois summer 
for a mote fluid look that can be 
bought for anywhere between Rs 
6,000-20,000. Ei^lains Valaya Hhe 
look that I was interested in cn*aNng 
was free flowing as opposed to 
being restrictive." So, it was out with 
the oottons iuid organzas and in with 
the chiffons and georgettes, 
delicately embroider^ upon with 
silken threads 

T f Valaya's inspirahtm has been the 
JLblue pottery of foe Ming dyna.sty 
and Russia and Ravi Bail's Ls "as 
always —quality", GeetanjaH 


Kafoyap's imamnatkHi has been 
fired by die Indian bride and a 
roloutnil pak*tte. "Colours am an 
unending source of inspiration for 
me," says Kashyap, who has 
I'oncentrated on bridal wear suitable 
for foe swdterine summer mondvi. 
No longer rned fne bride be heavily 
attired m crim.son; Gitaniali has 
other plans for her fois summer. If 
the )B adds goes. Tradition is not 
what it u-sed to be,' Kashyap, can't 
agree more. 

“The colmirs for this year's 
Indian summer fall in two broad 
categories—dmty pinks and peach 
for foe bndc and a contrasting group 
I Ritu Beri*^ summer line < 


Ravtssant summer design bom Ravi Chawla 
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A cheaper wi^ tx> update your wardrobe summer ^ 


N ot eveiybody's waUet extends 
to buyi^ enonnous quantttkHt 
I of dea^nnrtvear And even dwM 
who kve m haute otnmue don't 
went to play m it Hence, the 
unportanceof high sbect fadikm 
Ihfcih' ^ys, Indian men and 
women hem an mcrewdng number 
of optums when it comes to casual 
wear m summec There was always 
WhaihouaCr Weekender and 


bid now 


oenneton to tau back upon, bidr 
tibemme stylish—mulnurndier 
c«n opt htf Cedor Plus end \^AUier 
Johnson as well (thoueh the letter 
okes to dot itself as a oeidsner 

The Calcutta bnmdt of 


Weamotuse mi^ not have as great a 
—^ as the shops htBav^ialoie and 
ss, but you can stffi take your 


dmtSr troQsem and dresses on offet 


Tlw iRates m Weekender are 8&||^i% 
steepet; but^you want wHl-cwt 
tiousem and mien shots, then a visit 
todusdhopmsynotbeabadhles- 
Ikv ^ more huhion ounseknut 
there m Color Ftus b's not exacts 
(heap, with Hnen durts berm priced 
betWeim Ss l,0ll0^!,00^ 

ODttoh stulff is dtesymr And the 
loose pypunai'type trousen that dwy 
letmi ti^ am me best bet for a hot 
suimnm day, or even for partyn^ 
kte hrto the with meiMs. 
Color Ffus sisonas more dressy 
optibra on offer {f your iifcstyle 
imdttdea a great drsd of aochuto^ 
At Whiter tohnson ymr can 
<dthm go tor dm taikntd look (isi^ 
lo(xm mnrser auiia msl dikad ja(;|h^ 
that c»tbe womwifli ioose ^ts) 
mr the mom ca^yml approadi to 
dressing op (ccitton and hrwn shirts 
and housers dutwAhecomodie 


moathsBpd4vorte^<is p ai^ 
’ tvBidndm). Int M iMAMi 


ytiur tvBidndm). 1^ 1^ 
drop a (lanpfeof diQuaafei 

dife sM ife sisdes (km^t 



(liess to talm yion duo^ dmhot 
oumths, dam shost lasNfeo ii iioi 
siKha bad opdem In Csfeidta, 
have GOtndofek dmm 
and Bombay swewr by j4Ui{wd)i. 
Sfeojioi Nagw imd I’^ddoASti^ 
teip^dv^- ‘11m (hrdieshem ooBie 
drdm? in Ks yoit could buy a 

»new wardrobe. 


Of course, diey mighfoot last 
Iw mom diariAccut’^ id months; 
the colosns wdl rsm, some Of diem 
wifi dwinlt, and dusytt mobably feU 
IQ precsis after a few wacibes. But 
who cates? After all by die tune the 


a stnped outfrt from Rrtu Ben's collection 



different stylos, of embroidery' Fhi 
fabrics are mtncdtely embroidered 
with typically Gujarati sitara and 
don work and some exquisite dull 
hand cut sequins The motifs art 
gcomelnc and cover the tabm 
entirely lo bring in an element of 
freshness 1 have used contiasting 
colours for example using detailed 
silver embnndei^ done on a gray 
base for a rust kurta whic h in fact, 
highlights the workmanship, 
explains isashyap 

Imagine a sheer net organza in a 
single tone, nch embroidery m 
coppt r on deep grays cut in a very 
evening silhouette Close to zardozi 
in its visual appeal, yet different m 
techmque, it bestows the ensemble 
with a sensual perfection The zan 
and embroidery are not very bright, 
but dull silver, and dull gold almost 
beige to go with the subtle colours ol 
the fabrics This gives the outfits a 
touch of elegance and exclusivity in 
terms of colour and pattern 

It a loose silhouette is in so is a 
layered look Kashyap has used 
three to tour layers of chiffon m each 
outfit the lehangas being double 
layered, first with net and then with 
tissue 'Ilie highlight of the bridal 
collection u> the 'wshi lahenga, that 
as the name implies, sweeps me 
floor 

Geetanjali s iehanga collection 
has mtroduced yet another approach 




A striking draas fiain IhaRawissant ooHeciion 


to wearily the garment by the 
innovative use of two dupattas 
instead of cme with eadi attire. Hiis 
has already been done by the 
Bombay dcs^ner pair of Abu )ani 
and Sandip KJiosla, but Kadtyap 

C uts her own spin on the idea. The 
ght manageable 014 dupalta is 
designed specially for covering the 
bride's foce, as tr^ition dictates. A 
designer on the other hand, has 
done away with 'Idiangas' 
altogether this summer is Valaya 
who has instead gone in for the ever 
popular liiundar. 

The Indian summer collecticMi 
from Kadiyap includes blouses of 
two different kinds. The first is 
in^rired by the traditional dioii from 
Rajasthan and UP which is diort and 
fitted to the body. Ihe other is the 
ktuti which ends just below the 
waist and has sm^ side slits. The 
designer's second line this summer is 
the ready-to-wear ranp? in two 
oontrashng looks. In the first all- 
white section, Gitanjali has made her 
entire statement in crisp, coed fabrics 
like chiken, mixed with hakoba and 
hand-made lace. The other part of 
the ooUectkin has wov«i checks and 
stripes —in a medley erf dominant 
whiles, exuberant greens; indigo and 
blacks. 

And as an in-between dioice to 
the heavy tnidal outfits and the 
casual r»dy-tthwear rai^ are ihe 
evening ensembles. Oiittm straig^ 


pants, khangas, kuitas, dupatt^ 
once again in pastel greens, sky- 
blues and dusty pink. 

Another designer whost summer 
collection is really, really nwl is Ritu 
i Beri who has attempted to craft real 
I clothes for the real woman. "It's 
fa.shion for a mote private wranan," 
explains Ben. And m her quest to 
create an antithesis of the busy, fussy 
and frilly look of the last year; Beii 
has found that women are moie 
keen to be stylish than trendy. 

There are a lot of straight lines 
with blodr printing that brhns over 
with a youmfol attitude. Short and 
long dresses for aH times, feminine 
wrap blouses that embrace summer's 
upb^t mood, and kmg, flared, bdl 
sleeved tunics widi fine embroidery. 
And then the omnforesent flowing 
silhouettes, layered look, adaptabfe 
to different lo^ts in any numner of 
variations for each and every 
occasion. If ihe floor price of die 
outfits is just under Ks 1,000, the 
steepest could be Rs 18,000. 

In Ben's collection bright, fruity 
primary colouis make a ooineback. 
M there's a kaleidosoope of cream, 
edive, matoon. Mack to brig^ — 
CMangCr red tauq and Irfup.~ and of 


course, green, white and pristine 
white. 

The chiffons and georgettes ui 
the RavLssanl collection, too, aie cut 
for comfort. Ravi Ohawla has gone 
for die very bask; no fuss, simple 
contours imiie the colours range 
from the light pastels to bright adds. 
Additional^, tneie is the traditional 
Ravi Oiawla Mack and white range 
in goometrk; dean and bold prints 
Then? are chixks and stripes wfudi 
aie fast becoming the Ravissant 
hallmaik. "A lot of the Ravissant 
designs ate civated fm die working 
woman who travels a lot. Thus the 
cut must be simple, so she's 
comfortable wherever she goes," 
explains Oiawla. 

While Oiawla watches out for 
international forecasts on the trends 
in haute couture, so does Ravi Bajaj. 
Heexplains, "Since we only make 
wcstrai dodws, it is impeiabve for 
us to keep in sync with international 
trends, as a typkal Ravi Ba|aj dient 
is familiar wilii other lop 
international brands and trends." 

W?U, in this age of saieUih* 
Icleviskiix so is the entire Indian 
nuddle-dasss, But that, as they say, is 
anodier story. ■ 
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'IRST PERSON 






What isjpoar 
greatest leal? 

That the TV honor 
shows will get even 
funnier 


WlM or whal has Iwcn Ac BCOlESl 
jaflaoKc m VBor Ufc? 

Tliat sAkn has made one fed a 
ISIIe smaller, a little humbler. 

KVlim do you dUSke amal m 


lhat oduch I Hfce most in 
mnnelf — lazinessw 

WHAI do you Adike mewl n 


That wdndi 1 lAe most in 
others—leddessness. 


1 am sHU treasure hunting. 

What objeds da you always cany? 

My ioe-boK to stay cool! 


That one has to sun hoM not far 
an equal sodely but far a less 
unequal one. 


appearance? 

That with my hei^it I have to 
look m> to so maiqr idiolsL 


I am often left speechless. 

WM is yawr favomile JountBcy? 

Going on kKatkm shooting. 
Whatis yomr fa vo oritc dream? 

Anythuw short of a lughtmare. 
What w yaor nightaure? 

That my w3d dreams may just 
about crane iiue. 

What «w who is Ac greatest hnre of 
yoovfife? 

1 am married. Do I have a 








..A" 


■f;',V, 
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Dfef foocL 


What or who is the 
greatest love of 
your life? 


I am married. Do I 
have a 
choice? 


tiudone , , 

hastohe. ChOl* 

WhatisyDor _ 

greAest regret? 

That my paienis are a fwff of ray 
memoty—nn^rrf my today 

What kw been yoor luqipicat 

I am blissfully unaware of it. 




€ 


" (iha^. twhy hi8 asq 

? isjfeasdiaHmincJl. 

_ HowwooMyool 

DC VB8M9MWKI 

Mine was not a tia story. Jmt 
you can't cut it diort eiAer. 

How we a ld yon like to die? 

Vi^.Ae heart beat slowly 
receding. 





























PERFECT 

CONFERENCE VENUES 

DOWN SOUTH. 

ASHUK ELITE HOTELS AT MYSORE, BANGAU:)RE & KOVAIAM. 


TThc Ashok Group offers 
srarc-of-lhe-ait business 
and conference facilities at 
thn'c picturesque 
loearions d<»wn south 
The L:ilithu Mahal Pakicc 
lK>tel in Mysore; Hotel 
Ashi>k in RanRalore; and 
the exotic Kovalani Ashok 
Beach Resort. 

Your conference 
pnvileges consist of 
convennon halls for upto 
500 or smaller conference 
*4 rcx>ms for 50 
j j and 150. 

* Simultaneous 
translation 



• A selection of welL 
appointed deluxe nxinis 
and suia*s • A choice of 
Regional, Indian and 
Caintinental 



arrangements, airport 
facility, plus all the other 
requirements of modern 
day conferencinn- 

Combine business with 
pleasure. C3er your kimily 
alon}*. And you could enjoy 
die following facilities : 

• Sightseeing and shopping 
tours • Hi-tcch heaidi 
clubs • facility for aquatic 
sports, Ayurvedic ma.<>sagcs 


adi'.inrage o/ 
the Ashi>k 
Incentive IInlid.iys 
offer from 1st April fo 
30th Sept '96. 



factlmes, travel | etc. at Kovalani 


_Ashok.... 

EUTli 

HOTELS 

SLJMMHR C:0NI I:RUN( INC; 
IS St )('H FUN. 


For details and reservation contact the hotels directly ; Hiuel Aduik, ItMiealtHr, Tel 2269462. Fax 91^0-22i I. 
lalidia h4,ihal Al.ice Hotel, MyM>rc, Tel • 27f'50, Fa* • V/ .0821-1119,1,- KivaUm A'tbitk Beach RcNort, TO : 4BP10J, 
Kix; 9|.47I'48I$22 0R Ashok Instant Reseivalion Service ; NcwMhi, TO. 1124422, bxtn. 1844,1856, fit>t7V, 
Tax 9I.II-3HV67; Bom/xiy, TO 2(126481, Fax : 9I-22-202M2. CjJcuna. TO . 2420901, Fax 242iW2; 
MaJrai, TO 82572/4. Fax ■ 91-44-8272/86; Rni/BSilon.-, TO ■ 2260462. 2250202, Fax: 01 8(r2.75lV’H 
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jpeclally your fnvourlt# Duke 
•Shirt. So comforting, that it’a 
fard to flva up, even while 

t editating. The exquisite fabric 
lends with international styling 


duke 


f,11ll.a)li.!ill,a^FTrni 


make it quite irresistable, even to 
the most ascetic. Now chooss from 
a colourful range of plains, stripes, 
prints and Jacquards. And be on 
your way to Nirvana. 
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PAGE 4 


SKCriONS 


16 TIMETABLE 

JATIN KOCHHAR t<ikes the liberty to comment 20 INNER EYE 
on the wardrobes of some of the celebrities. 22 COMICS 

26 FASHION 

PAGE 26 30 FIRST PERSON 

INTERNATIONAL LABELS become the new 
status symbol. 

Madonna: Jatin^ favourite 


















VoVbKblOKY 



Fashion designerjatin Kochhar spares no one as 
he holds forth on celebrity dress sense 



Jatin Kochhar Hitting tiaiow the bett 


Wearing black and white trunks and a charming smile, fashion designer Jatin 
Kochhar wrings his hair, gives his wet, wet, wet body a thorough towelling, 
rubs his hands in glee and sits down to tear celebrities —and their outfits—to 
little shreds. 

Here's Jatin at his bitchiest best (or worst), holding forth on famous fashion 
failures and victories. 





Sylvie 

Oslebrity hairdresser >- and 
cross-di^ser 

T_T 

JL JLe's got die cxnirage to be 
what he wants. But tadier tadky and 
too loud for my taste. The conoe}>t of 
dressing is very good: micro minis 
and long ball gowns. But wearing 
that he goes off into the men's loo 
and abuses in Hindil. His elaborate 
hairstyles leave me cold. 

Rating as a man: can't recall him 
looking like one, never seem him in 
pants. 

Rating as a woman: 5.5/10 


SahnittB Sen 

Model, fonner Miss Univnse 
and aqnring actress 

c 

^iM>itf«ant get any better. Very 
glamorous with aurand new pair 

of t Before she made it she was 

disastrous. But finalte dw's 
oonvinoed me she's not. She knows 
what to wear and whoi to wear U. 
She's an experimental dresser. Her 
favourite seems to be no bn^, huge 
neddine and her breasts poping 
out. 


Rating: 8/10 



Sushmlta Sam Expartman ta l drsaaer 



Akshay Kumar Looks graaft In jeans 

Akshay Kumar 
Actor 


V, 


desij 


eiy sure he ne'^ds a new 
er. And his present designer 
rnu^r help. He's a disaster 
widi a name like Rocky. Reminds me 
of my long-lost dog. 

I like me way Akshay's jeans fit 
him though. But he doesn't have a 
personal style. Always looks like a 
fast minute put-togedier dresser. 
Would probwly be lost widiout his 
lousy designer. 


I--— 


Rekha 

Actress 

ryif 

J- ime she dressed her age. 
Could sober down. Could do away 
widi her p-caps and elaborate 
headgear. She:s quite with-it but 
someone should tell her chains are 
not happening anymore. Simplicity 
rules the runways now. But site was 
brilliant in Umno lam. And Til rate 
her on the basis of that. 


Rating: 7/10 


Rekha: Hooind to Iwad gears and 
chains 




Atehwaiya Rak PlasBc beauty 

Aishwarya Rai 

Model, former Miss World 
and aspiring actress 

P 

lastic looking. Very proper. 
Vny boring. So sweet she gives you 
diabetes. Iwt a versatile dresser. 
Very jacket oriented, always covered 
up. 












Michael Jackaon: Should think twice 
befoia taking off his shirt 

Mkhael Jackson 

Singer 

H 

JL Ji_p needs help. God bless 
him. He's got some audacity to lake 
oft his shirt with that flatland inside. 
Should get his body polka-dotted. I'll 
do it for mm. 


MaliniRamani 

Delhi socialite 

V 

▼ ery funky dresser. Don't 
know what she'd look like in a sari 
or Indian clothes. But it would be 
nice if there was more to her than 
clothes. 


I Rating: 6^/10 

Raveena Ihndon 

Actress 

I'm indifferent to her. 

[Rating: 5/10 

Trey 

Channel V veejay 

like his style of dressing. He's 
really C€X>1. 


Rating: 7/10 


Tray: Whacky sense of clothes 



Rohit Bal: Vbrsatile dresser 


Rohit Bal 

Fashion designer 

V 

▼ crsatile dresser. Can be very 
formal or very funglee. His dressing 
is never offensive. Can carry off his 
whacky metallic gear. 


Rating: 3/10 


Rishi Kapoor 

Actor 


JLf he stops wearing sweaters 
woollen sho|7s all over the world 
would go out of business. And only 
he can wear yellow pants and multi¬ 
coloured sweaters. Anyway, it's time 
he launched his son into movies and 
lived happily on his pension. 


Rating: 3.5/10 








Anu Kutoor 

MTV veejay 


j'C 
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Madonna: ReaRy cdiSl m her waya 
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Madhuri Dixit Desparateiy needs a 
new wardrobe 

Madhuri Dixit 

Actress 


C 


an go to the dogs. Needs an 
image \ wardrobe \ make-up 
consultant to start with. It's time she 
started spending some money on l^r 
grooming. 

She had u.sed this outfit and 
shoes of mine for a shoot and after it 
was over she sent me a note saying 
that she really liked it and could she 
keep it. I asked her to pay for it and 
that was the end of her interest. 
Anyway, she desperately needs a 
new wa^robe. And please she 
should stay away from those 
atrocious blonde wigs. 


Singer 

S 

kvi/Soineone who can say "I 
doni caie if 1 have a boy or a tirl 
as long as my diiki is btsexuar'is 
leally, really cool. I like everythbig 
about her-'-tiie ««y ^ talks, 
walks, takes off her clothes, wears 
them, takes them off again and 
what Sweats. 


H, 


JL JLot! Really hut! Love the way 
she dresses. What does she wear? 
Nothing. Nothing much. I)oe.sn't like 
wearing many clothes. One of the 
few Indian models who possesses 
foreign designer clothes and can 
carry them off. 

I Rating: 7/10 1 


Anu Kutoor. Hot, hot, hoH 




Rating: 1^/10 









JL JLot Indian beauty. Nice 
diesaer. could duninate 
bodysuits finnn her wardrobe, she's 
too busty for them. 9ie needs to lose 
weij^t on her hips too, but now tfiat 
she% in Hindi films I guess she's 
okay for them. 


Ratiiig: 5^0 


Ctiunky Pandey: Not good, good, not. 

Chunky Pkndey 

Actor 


-.k-n the filmi sense, not good. In the 
non-filmi sense, good. 

Rating: 6/10 

Govinda 

Actor 

M 

JL ▼ JLinus clothes he has no 
personality. Ihey do wonders tor 
him. Represents the entire cartoon 
community. Great entertainer. So bad 
that he’s good. And fiercely honest 
about the fact that he's a ganwar. His 
clothes go with him, literally. 

Rating: 6/10 

Govinda: More of a man in his clothes 


AJessandni 

Channel V veejay 


V, 


V ery cool dres.ser. I like 
everything about her. She looks good 
in anything she wears. Sie’s 
happening. 

Rating: 7/10 


Luke Kenny 

Channel V veejay 



hould get rid of his 
man^alsufni. lime he got his hair 
permed- 

Rating: 4,5/10 


Madhu Sapre: Looks great with an 
orange tan 

Madhu Sapre 

Model and aspiring actress 


Q- 

grra^Mth i 



ulte hot as a model. Looks 
grraNsith an orange tan. Cool 
clothes. No one in mdia can wear a 
shorter skirt than her and «t away 
with it. %e looks great in ttiem. 


Rating: 6.5/10 

Ihra Deshpande 

Model and MTV veejay 


L-««^he has a scooter tyre on her 
waist. She could lose a lot of weight, 
narrow her 40" hips and not insist on 
wearing 36" skirts. She's also a bit of 
a behanji, you know, a litfie behind 
the times. Likes to wear oxidized 
silver earrings with a swelte mini 
skirt that I had designed for her. 







Mayiiri Kango 

Actress 

w cry /rocky. 


Rating: 3.5/10 


Jasmine Banicha 

Singer 

the fact that she's not tall and there's 
nothing wrong with it. Neither am 1. 
She doesn't have to always totter 
around in 8" heels. And it's okay if 
she wants to wear deep necks. But it 



Jaamln* Banicha: Nothing wrong In 
being short 


shouldn't be neck-U:ss, so that her 
breasts fall out and she has to keep 
putting them back in. 

Rating: 4.5/10 


Bobby Deol 

Actor 

T-T 

X. JLe has the matest collection 
of sunglasses. He mows what he 



looks good in. lypical Aquarian in 
his way of dressir^ wham means 
that he's particular about what he 
wants to prcuect. Though he can 
wear any colour and look good in it, 
black and white are his tavourites 
and he's almost always in a blazer. 
But he's got his own personal style 
and I like that. 


Rahul Khanna 

MTV veejay 

A 

■M. JL complete pyjama. And 
wooden at that. He's not so fat. why 
is he forever after loose t-shirts? 


Rating: 7/10 


Saiyana Kapoor 

Actress and television hostess 

V ery artsy style of dressing. 
The kurta, jhola, loose clothes type. 
E>oesn't look sexy. Rather like a pair 
of kolhapuri chappals. 


Rating: 4.5/10 

Sweta Shetty 

Singer 

p 

ood, stan-like dresser. Buys a 
lot of my clothes. Very international 
in the way she dresses, presents 
herself, socialises. Has big hips but 
can't really do anything about it, 
she's big-boned. 

Rating: ti/10 



Rahul Khanna: Too fond of 
loose T- shirts 


Jatin Kochhar (on Jatin 
Kochhar) 

Fashion designer 

r 

Jl. m into undies. Black is my 
favourite, so is black and white. But 
1 hate plam white underwear. Matte 
gold and silver look good too, but 1 
can never get my size. They're 
always too big. The waist, that is. I 
have Calvin IQeins, Horn, Alex und 
the Indian Jockey Speedu Really, I'm 
no hot -shuti Bl 
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book of short 
stories 
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Hotel Moenjodaro 
and Other Stories 

by GhuUum Abbas 
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Pieaguim Boobs 
India 

Price Rs ISO 


Extract 

For Better or for 


WORSE 


hen he first learnt that his wife had left 
him, he was completely taken aback, 
because diey liad been married less 
than a year, and he found it very hard 
to believe diat she was gone. He went 
to her room a few times, to reassure 
himself that she was no longer there. 

All her things were gone, too, including 
that picture which used to sit on her 
table showing her as a child holding a 
pigeon. And she had even taken all ner 
makeup things with her. 

For tlie next few days, he lived in a 
dazed state. He did not leave the house 
and said nothing to the servants. He 
did not even share his bewilderment 
with his friends and relatives. Weeks 
passed and he no longer felt afraid of a 
scandal as he had been at first, neither 
was he hopeful of her retum.Reflecting 
calmly on what had happened, he 
thou^t of the love he had given her, 
the care he had taken of her, the 
readiness with which he had done 
whatever she desired and he began to 
wonder what had gone wrong. She had 
left without saying why, without even 
leaving a note. He triea to think of the 
years of loneliness that lay ahead and 
shuddered. 

His parents were poor and he'd had 
a lonely childhood His education had 
been modest and he had lost his father 
and mother in infancy. It was only 
natural that he had tended to become a 
loner In any case, given his .straitened 
circumstances it was not even possible 
to go out and meet people. His early 
youth was spent looking for economic 
security and with hard work and luck, 
he had succeeded in achieving that, but 
he still avoided company and was 
happier by himself. However; since the 
change in his fortunes, a number of 
relatives had cropped up from 
nowhere. They had imposed 
diemselves on him ana were always 
going on about his being single. “Are 
you going to remain wimout a wife all 
your lifef Come on, we are going to 
find you a lovely girl who will make a 
home for you." 


One older gentleman who was some 
kind of a distant uncle once said to him, 
“Why go far? In our own family, we 
have such beautiful and accomplished 
girls. Surely.." 

With time, he began to weaken, and 
finally allow^ himself to be prevailed 
upon to marry one of the girls from die 
distant family She was nice looking 
and she had an education. As a student 
he had always opted out of the 
excursions ms classmates would make 
to neighbouring villages looking for 
fun, so he really had no experience of 
women at all. Now that he was married 
he realised what an absurd life he had 
spent and what he had been missing. 

He proved to be a perf^tly devoted 
husoand. He would spenci all his time 
at home and even avoid office parties 
and get toothers. He met veiy few 
peojiHe and could not beat to be away 
from his wife for very long, and even at 
work he would keep glancing at his 
watch. 

If he ran into a friend on his way 
home who wanted to take him out tor a 
bit of fun and actioiv he would tell him 
coldly, “You will have to excuse me. 

My evenings belong to my wife who 
waits at home for me all day, all alone." 
Or, “I never go anywhere without my 
wife." 

What a fool he had been! All that for 
a faithless whose love was a pretense! 
He suddenly felt very angry. He began 
to breathe hard and across nis mind 
flashed an image of himself strangling 
his wife. Her terrorised eyes begged ror 
mercy, but he felt none. He was 
strangulating her, slowly derterminedly. 
He saw her pink face become black and 
lifeless and blood flowed out of her 
eyes. He picked up her lifeless body 
and threw it on the floor. 

However, after sometime his 
intense, almost insane feelings of 
revenge began to fade. Instead, when 
he thought of his maniage, he found 
his love and devotion and even the 
faitlUessness pf his wife lau^iable. 

One dav he said to himaelf.^'What a 




fool I am to have taken a mere 
woman so seriouslv! It is the g^test 
folly for a man to do so. One mould 
deal with woman as one deals with 
childrea You divert them with toys 
and trinkets and when they become 
a nuisance, you just hand niem over 
to someone else and leave. As for 
love, it is nothing but a fraud." 

One evening, as he was on his 
way home from work he ran into an 
old friend who always used to try 
and take him out for an eveniiw on 
the town. He wanted to avoid him 
but could not do so, as he had been 
seen. His friend did not, of course, 
know that his wife had left him and 
so he said, “I don't care what your 
wife .says, we have got to have an 
eveiung of it today. 

He smiled. “All right, where do 
you want to go?" 

His friend could not believe his 
ears. 

They walked around until it was 
nightfall and then discreetly made 
their way towards the prostitutes' 
and singing girls' quarter. This was 
his first time and he was a bit afraid, 
somewhat hesitant, and he even felt 
guilty. He had lived a sin-free life 
until now, but that was all going to 












change and all because of that 
faithtess woman. However, a few 
quick drinks soon quelled his 
misgivings. He felt perfcictly at home 
and found himself enjoying every 
minute of it and even making risque 
suggestions to the performing 
courtesan like a seasoned habitue of 
these places. 

Tlut was the beginning of a new 
chapter in his life. For the first few 
days he had needed the guidance of 
his friends but now he was so much 
at home in these streets that he did 
not require any companions. His 
routine was always the same. He 
would walk up and down the 
quarter like a trader evaluating 
goods and then pick up the woman 
who attracted him, for the price 
asked. This was the good life. He 
would often come to the women's 
quarter straight from work and 
every day he would sample a new 
woman, listening to her false 
assurances of love and extending 
even more false assurances to her in 
turn. The next day both the woman 
and what had bem said the night 
before were forgotten. He liked this 
kind of relationship because it was 
simple and uncomplicated, being 


based on money. 

He earned enough to live in 
comfort and raise a family, but it 
wasn't so much as to admit a fund 
restricted spending, day after day. 
Before his marriage, he had little or 
no expense of his own which was 
how he had managed to build up his 
savings. Even the many expensive 
pre.sents he had bought his wife had 
not made much of a dent in the 
figure but he now realised that he 
had begun to spend so much money, 
that before lon^ he would have 
nothing left except his salary. Afraid 
of losing his financial nest egg and 
worrieefover his indifferent health 
because of the irregular life he was 
leading, he gradually reduced the 
number of h '. visits to the quarter. 
Sometimes he would stay away for 
days on end. 

One morning when h e was 
ready to go for work, there was 
a gentle Imuck at the door. 

"Who is it?" 

There was no answer.. He opened 
the door and almost fell backwards. 

It was his wife. She looked terrible. 
Her eyes were lowered and she was 
wearing unwashed clothes. She 
hadn't done her hair for weeks ana 


he noticed her face was pale and 
there were circles under her eyes, 
she reminded him of a dog which 
hadjust been wallowing in mud. 

She did not spieak but fell at his 
feet, her arms around his legs, 
weroing bitterly. 

He tried to wrest his legs free but 
she wouldn't let go. "Forgive me, 
forgive me," she managed to say 
between sobs. "I know you hate me 
and do not even want to look at my 
face, but I do not ask that you love 
me. That is something I have no 
right to expect. I do not deserve it 
but you must take pity on me and let 
me stay in this house. More than that 
1 do not wish. I was blind. Please 
forgive me, 1 was betrayed." 

His anger against her was mostly 
one and what was left of it 
isappeared, seeing her as she was. 
He aid not feeljpi^, however, only 
disgust. Since she had left, he had 
often wondered about the man she 
left him for. Was it .someone he knew 
or a total stranger? But right now he 
felt no curiosity; he just wanted to be 
rid of her. 

She was saying, "I know you are 
a good and kind man who will not 
push me out. I have nowhere to go. 
















Oh, the trouble I have seen! Treat me 
as a servant, because that is what I 
deserve." 

"Keep your voice down. The 
servants might hesu you." 

1 le was getting late and he 
maiuged to tree himself, but not 
roughly. Then picking up his cap, he 
walked out of the door. 

All day lung her face danced in 
front of his eyes. Was this the same 
young and innocent girl he was so 
madly in love with only six months 
ago? Was this the same woman who 
loved perfume and who could not 
stand even a speck of dust on her 
body? Was this the person he was so 
proud of walking next to, on the 
street? 

He debated with himself. Tf all 
she wants is to be allowed to stay in 
the house, I am not so mean as to 
deny her tfuit. One thin& however, is 
certain: I will have notlmg to do 
with her. Perhaps, one day, when she 
has had enough of my indifference 
to het she will leave of her own 
accord." 

It was two weeks since she had 
returned but he had not so much as 
cast a glance at hei^ nor had they 
spoken. It was as if she did not live 


in the house. She, too, had tried to 
stay out of his way while reminding 
him of her presence in different 
ways. When he woke up in the 
morning, there would be fresh 
flowers by his bedside. He was fond 
of reading the morning paper in bed, 
which was where he was now being 
served breakfast. The houseboy 
would bring him steaming hot, 
aromatic tea and crisp brown toast 
die way he liked it. Inat was how it 
had been in the first days of their 
marriage. When he would step out 
of his wower, an immaculately 

f ressed suit would be ready for him. 

he shirt would be spotlessly 
laundered and a matching necktie 
and breast handkerchief laid out. 

The links would already be in the 
French cuffs and his shoes would be 
polished. He would send for food 
from home at lunchtime and it 
would invariably be delicious and 
only dixies he specially liked. 

A bitter smile would appear on 
his lips and he would say to himself, 
"I know these are all tricks to lure 
me back, but I am not going to be 
fooled again." 

He would come home, then leave 
and not return until late in the night. 


Sometimes he would stay the night 
out. However, there was no change 
in the arrangements. He was still 
being shown the same loving care. 

Three months passed. The 
monsoon had broken. It rained often 
and steel blue clouds danced around 
in the sky most of the day. He had 
not gone out for a week and felt like 
malung up for it that evening He 
wrote out a cheque and sent the 
officeboy to the bank next door, but 
when he returned, he had no money 
because there just wasn't enough in 
his account. Although he had 
apprehended the approach of this 
day, when it did arrive, he felt 
surprised. He had never thought 
that he was so close to the end of his 
resources. He phoned a couple of 
friends but it was close to the end of 
the month and they did not have 
any money to spare He suddenly 
remembered that a precious ring his 
wife had once given him, lay in a 
small jewellery box at home. It had 
no sentimental value in his eyes any 
longer and he could easily sell it for 
good money. 

He went home, found the ring 
and was passing through the 
courtyard on his way out when a 


































woman delicately TCrfuined and 
wearing a lovely suk sari appeared 
from the other side of d\e house and 
went past him. %e did nr* look at 
him but he had caught a glimpse of 
her face, which thou^ brief, was 
enough to captivate him. It was none 
other than his wife who only three 
months ago had looked like a 
zombie freshly out of its grave. 
Living at home in comfort, eating 
good food and taking care of her 
win with lotions and creams had 
worked wonders and brought back 
her looks. Her cheeks were full and 
her eyes sparkled. She looked as she 
had looked on theii wedding night. 
Her expression which was then 
iimocent was now maturer and her 
self-consciousness had given her 
added attraction. 

However, he did not stop, and 
walked out of the house. Soon he 
was in a jewellery market where 
business seemed brisk, with 
customers crowding most shops. He 
had never tried to sell anything 
before and felt a bit hesitant about 
offering to sell a ring with so many 

O le watching. Wnat would they 
. of him? For an hour he roamed 
through the area but somehow 
wherever he looked, he found 
customers leaning over counters. 
When a group would leave another 
two or mree would take their place. 
At last he noticed a shop which was 


relatively less busy and mustering 
his courage ht' walked in. 

"What can I do for you?" the 
jeweller asked. 

"I am looking for a pair of 
earrings, " he replied, wiping his 
brow 

The shopkeeper placed several 
infront of him. Fie picked up a pair. 
"How much for this?" 

"Sixty-five rupees." 

"Oh, I am soiry, T forgot my 
money at home, but please keep 
them aside, I will come for them 
tomorrow." 

"That is all right," the 
shopkeeper said somewhat coldly, 
while returning the ornaments to 
their appointed place. 

He felt a sense of relief as he 
walked out of the jeweller's. 

It was rather late now and the 
best thing to do was to go home now 
and send a servant out tomorrow, to 
sell the ring. It was also possible that 
he may not have to do that at all and 
money may come through some 
other source. He was tired but he 
did not feel depressed. In fact, he 
was in a pleasant mood, which was 
what induced him to walk back 
home by a diversion through the 
courtesans' quarters, just for a look- 
sec 

The bazaar was full of life, it 
being that time of the evening. The 
women, bejewelled and heavily 


made up, hung out of their balcoraes 
or coula be seen through the 
windows, pacing up and down in 
their rooms, whm song and dance 
performances for Ae customers took 
place behind closed doors. It was 
quite a scene, with men 
promenading past die houses, ogling 
the inmates. Amid the noise and 


laughter, you could hear stringed 
instruments being tuned. 

He walked past one house after 
another, quite a few of which he had 
frequented, but he did not stop. In 
fact, without realising it, he 
quickened his steps. When he was at 
the end of the street, he suddenly 
thought of his wife and he saw her 
as he had seen her that morning in 
her splmdid silk sari. He could not 
help comparing her widi the women 
of me quarter. Most of them were 
really nothing more than theatrical 
heroines who looked quite lovely if 
you were at some distance from 
them, but ugly when you saw them 
from up close. His wife, on the other 
hand, was beautiful at any distance. 
These women did not have her 
breeding and manners which only a 
good u^ringing and education 
could give. Most of them painted 
their faces and did their hair crudely. 
While some of them were 


undoubtedly pretty, by and large 
their taste in dothes was cheap and 
loud, bordering on vulgarity. They 
preferred screaming colours as rustic 
women do. They tended to load 
themselves with ornaments but they 
lacked the beauty which only good 
taste and simplidty can give a 
woman. 

As he walked, he could not stop 
thinking of his wife and the early 
days of their marriage. For the fust 
time in his life, he had discovered 
the joys of physical intimacy. He 
trembled slightly as he relived those 
nights when the farthest things from 
his mind had been sleep. He felt 
o\ erwhelmed when he fhou^t of 
die enjo)naient he had once 
experienced. It also occurred to him 
that all those good times were free of 
cost. He had not had to pay for 
them, as here on the street. 

He was practically running as he 
approached the house. Yes, it was 
true that his wife had not been 
faithful to him, but what about the 
women whom he had been visiting 
all these mondis? They could be had 
by anyone who paid their price. 

she was all alone, stretched out 
on die bed, cool and fragrant, half 
awake, half asleep, and looking very 
beautiful. She heard footsteps and 
she knew that someone was walking 
up the stairs to come to her. ■ 
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EREYE 


BEJAN DARUWALLA 


Aries 


March 21 - April 20 

Cancsha says, romance 
and finance will now 
go hand in hand 
Children and 
grandchildren give 
ample joy. This is a 
good time to improve your mmd, 
widen your horizons, travel, take 
prayers and meditation very seriously 
July 25-27 is tor socialising 

Taurus 



April 21 — May 20 

The spotlight will be on 
home developments, be 
they a mere shitting of 
the furniture, or 
renovating the entin* 
place, or buying, selling 
of ottice or shoji or godown or 
warchou.se or just the land You could 
pick up a bargain now. Tlie hosting or 
attending ot parlies torelold 



Gemini 

May 21 — June 20 

You will have i. clianci- 
to gel on lop ot your 
rivals in a test oi a 
competition Tups and 
ties are destined and 
these will boost your 
ego rho.se in researih, ads, publicity, 
governmental work, politics, 
communitation and liade do well Inly 
25 26 are tin finance <md romance. 

Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

You will hum, strum, 
say hello feel deeply, 
react instantly and have 
your spills and thrills. 

It would be advisable 
to be adventurous, take 
courage in both your hands Thursday 
and Friday ate ideal for it. Many 
Cancerians will be partying and going 
full steam ahead in their ventures. 




Leo 

j July 21 — August 21 

A very iavourable sun 
placing helps vou to 
steal a march over your 
rivals You will succeed 
in making youi 
piv.scnce tell and that to 
you IS important At meets and 
interviews, you will show your true 
worth. For corporate executives and 
writers, time to push ahead 

Virgo 

Auguw 22 — September 22 

Follow your hunch and 
heart iind delve deeply 
within for treasures and 
answers Very possibly. 
It will be journey time, 
si> get your travel kit 
ready Many Virgoans will be in touch 
with toreigners and people from distant 
places Those m travel, trade and 
accounts get kudos 

\Libra 

I September 23 — October 22 

You will st.irt anew and 
succeed Your love life 
is bound to improve 
and so will your bank 
balance 'fhosc' in public 
^ relations shine aneJ 

I even scintillate because they win 
I awards and ri*wards tor wcirk wi 11 
I done. A lamily get together i-. definitely 
on the cards, says (.ianesha 





Scorpio 

October 23 — November 22 

Your style and class will 
begin to tell Yoiii work 
will take lop priority. It 
IS wrtain that you will 
push ahe-ad with vigour 
and I'onfidencv, thus 
making excellent headway laj.im to keep 
youi plans completely flexible lor last 
minute changes Parbespate in meets and 
gathenngs. 



\ Sagittarius 

I November 23 — December 20 

People will flash smiles 
and compliments at 
you because of your 
looks and apparel. 
Accept it gracefully. 
There will be a certain 
air of restlessness about you because it 
is time to move. This could be mental, 
physical, spiritual, emotional or 
possibly all of it. 

Capricorn 

December 21 — January 19 

The salient features are 
]oint finances, taxes, 
investments, buying, 
selling, shopping, 
leasing and capital 
formation, and these 
should amtinue for the next 36 days at 
least Capricomiaas see better days. A 
hou.se or office move is probable for 
Capncomians. 




Aquarius 

January 20 February 18 
Information 
dissemination will be 
accompanied by 
partnerships and 
alliances for Aquarians. 
You will have an 
emotional respon.se, a warm cme, to 
most situations and person.s, and that is 
slightly unusual for you. An official 
engagement nr change of job foretold. 

Pisces 



February 19 — March 20 

While the focus is 
clearly on job, work and 
pnimotion, your 
personal relationship 
also comes under a kit of 
attenbon. Your 
imaginabun and style will help you to 
sell an idea or product to maximum 
advantage July 23-27 is the time to push 
a project through 
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BEAUTY IS SKIN-DEEP 

Some tips on how to take care of your skin this summer from Manisha GutaH 



E verybody is equals but some 
parts of every body are more 
equal than omers when it com¬ 
es to skin stress and the effect 
of the elements On these you need to 
lavish more tender loving care than on 
the others. 

These arc parts of the body that we 
never think about—the crook of the 
arm, the ear, behind the knees—as 
anything other than parts of the 
whole. At most these areas are lucky 
to get a pat of body lotion after a bath. 
We tend to be obsessive about the skin 
on our faces and uncaring about the 
other 90 per cent of the body's 
surface— polishing our cheeks twice 
a day, but ga;(ing with relative indiffer¬ 
ence on the unmoisturised, delictae 
skin of our shoulders, neck and 
decollete. 

Yet it is precisely these sensitive, 
and often rather secret places that 
need extra care Tender places like the 
nape of the neck are often sensual 
zones too, and don't deserve to be 
neglected. 

Summer is the time that most 
people become aware that some body 
areas are more tender than others, 

Few people tan evenly, (and who 
wants that either). Instead, there are 
danger zones that become more ten¬ 
der, tanned and oily after a day's batte¬ 
ring from the ultra-violet rays. The t- 
zone (forehead, nose and the sides run¬ 
ning onto the cheek) is an exquisite 
area of torture The top of the nose and 
the shoulders arc areas we expect to be 
bum-prone These are the two parts of 
the body must exposed to merciless 
sunlight from above when we are stan¬ 
ding upnght 

Lips, too, are accepted as delicate 
and entitled to total block and the regu¬ 
lar dab of vaselme. And the eyes, the 
first area to wrinkle, are an obvious 
zone for tender lot'ing care 
Other summei danger zones are the 
collarbone—it can easily become a 
brown or red weal across an otherwise 
fairer or lighter coloured chest. Ano¬ 
ther forgotten body zone is the scalp. 
Though .somewhat protected by the 


hair, it can bum right down the par¬ 
ting, peeling into little sheets All this 
gives rise to dandruff. Remlar oiling 
and frequent washing wim a mild 
shampoo helps. 

Most often it's the folds of the body 
that are treated most cruelly by the 
sun. But why should these places be 
any worse than the rest? 

"Areas which bum fastest, apart 
from those that are exposed at right 
angles to the sun, are those ftiat have 
not seen a lot of the sun, day by day, 
during the year," says Finesse Salon 


owner, Kavita Khuilar. Covered up in 
winter, d\ey are not protected by the 
normal thi^ening of the skin in res¬ 
ponse to ultraviolet li{^t. 

But why is burning more dangeroiu 
than gradual tanning? Kavita says, 
'"Hie more you damage your skun by 
repeated burning, the harder it is for 
the skin to repair itself." 

A great deal of the pain can be taken 
out of tanning, burning, and the result¬ 
ant greasy skin by giving a few extra 
seconds to tender places. It needn't be 
a complicated matter because differ^ 




ent products arc available for every 
separate niche. All you need is a sun¬ 
block stick or at least a tube of sun pro¬ 
tection cream When it comes to year- 
round care some beauty companies 
; are learning to focus on the needs of 
: specific parts of the body. There are 
' rod ucts for hips and thighs, for 
ands and for me throat. 

B ut you don't have to invest in a 
cream for every nook and cranny 
Take hand lotion—usually richer 
than body lotion—right up to the 
elbows and foot lotion up to the knees. 
And maybe one day someone will inv¬ 
ent a littlcpiot of cream for earlobes, or 
the bits between the toes. Until such 
delicacies abound, a little tender lov¬ 
ing care will abound 

Here's a little how-to for your parti¬ 
cular type of skin: 

Dry Skin; Whatever type of skin you 
have, there'.s a natural way to care for 
it, and to pamper yourself at the same 
Itime A dry and sensitive complexion 
A IS caused by too much water evaporat- 
S ing form the cells in the skin. The 
I result IS a delicate flaky complexion 
that net'ds a careful regimen to prev¬ 
ent it form dehydrating further 
Dry-skinned people often lack vita¬ 
min A and vitamin B Camomile is soo¬ 
thing to dry skin. It work-s to maintain 
1 the oil \ moisture levels, protecting the 
,,skin against the harsh effects of cold or 
dry environments. A relaxing treat¬ 
ment containmg sweet almond oil 
helps reduce red veins and encoura¬ 


ges elasticity—vital in the battle again¬ 
st lines and wrinkles. 

Oily Skin: Though prone to spots 
and blackheads, oily skin has great 
resilience against UV rays and cold 
weather. Nevertheless certain plant 
extracts help stop it from clogging 
with dirt and looking lifeless. The 
secret is to promote cell renewal for a 


healthy, Rowing skin'. Cucumber's 
refreshing properties have long been 
employed in beauty treatments 
because the add \ alkaline balance so 
closely resembles that of skin, without 
oil production. 

Fragrant and slightly astringent, 
lemon balm calms and minimises the 
pores of oily skin. Finally, Rosemary 
contains camphor which stimulates 
cell generation whUe their gentle anti¬ 
septic qualities help to heal and soften. 

Normal skin: Normal and combina¬ 
tion skins balance qualities of the two 
extremes of skin type. With the help of 
the right plant extracts, even the oil 
rone t-zone should remain clear, 
ime blossom is a mild anti¬ 
inflammatory which invigorates die 
skin, beautifully scented orange blos¬ 
som makes a penetrating moisturiser 
and in fact ennances the skin'’s own 
moisture-retaining capadty. 

And to stimulate cell renewal 
carrots rich in minerab and vitamins 
A and B can help keep that peaches 
and cream complexion. The oil in the 
peach kernel oners a hydrating treat¬ 
ment for body and hands, protecting 
die skin and maximising it's moisture 
levels. 

So, this summer, at least make sure 
that those awkward bits of your body 
look better than diqrever did. Once 
winter comes around, you can always 
hide behind all those bulky sweaters 
and shawls, can't you? ■ 
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KETCHES 

POTTED HISTORY 

This Week; Private airlines 


H ow it all started: 
Lon^ bofort- 
there was an 
Indian Airlines, 
:here were lots of private 
urlincs who flew Dakotas 
between Bombay and 
Delhi The government, in 
ts wisdom, decided that 
jigger was belter, 
lationaliscd all the 
lirlines, merged them and 
o and behold! Indian 
Airlines was bom. 

Till the 1990s, various 
ibortive stabs were 
Tiadc at starting private 
iirlines. There was lam 
Air; there was 
Zontinental, and there 
(vere lots ot airlines that 
jobody remembers. 

Then, in 1991, the 
government inirodiiced an 
jpen-skies polic)', 
incourageci people to 


I import aircraft and 
I allowed them to compete 
with Indian Airlines 

And did lots of people 
start airlines?: You bet. 
F.vervbody and Ins dog 
wanted to start an airline. 
If you were a big 
i businessman, you always 
j said that you were on the 
I verge ot .starting your own 
i airline Two big 
I businessmen did actually 
I start airlines Vi|ay Mallya 
I started UB Air which flew 
I the skies till he got bored 
! and wanted to do 
j something el.se. And 
; S.K. Mocli started 
j Modiluft with technical 
. cooperation from 
I Lufthansa. 

I Weren't there any serious 
' players?. Not too many. 


alas The logical route for 
; entry into the business 
, was the travel trade. East 
i West, one of India's largest 
! travel agencies, started an 
i airline only to be haunted 
by €i negations that 
Dawood Ibrahim was the 
hcnami owner. The 
direc'ors had just finished 
! denying that they had 
j anything to do with the 
I underworld, when the 
j managing director was 
I shot dead in a gangland 
hit. 

Then, there was 
Subrata Rai, whose 
Sahara empire takes in 
everything from 
magazines to finance to 
TV studios to Raj Babbar. 
His airline crashed, quite 
literally, at Palam airport, 
but made a worthy 


comeback on the basis of 
advanced 737-400 aircraft 
and excellent cabin crew 
who, contrary to rumour, 
did not greet you by 
saying, '^Good. Sahara". 

But Rai knew his 
finance. Unlike poor 
Parvez Damania, a 
chicken farmer, who was 
hopeles-sly out ot his 
I depth and who soon 
realised that fashion 
shows, models, and 
actresses were not enough 
to keep an airline flying 

Bui was there a biggie? 
Only one Naresh (loyal, 
widely regarded as the 
shrewdest man in the 
travel business who is the 
general sales agent for 
over 20 foreign airlines 
Cioyal got equity 
participation from foreign 


Jet Airways: The most successful carrier in the private sector 





/VO MORE PAIN ! 


airlines, hired an 
expatriate CEO, chose the 
fuel-effirient 737-400, and 
built up the largest fleet. 

As a consequence, his Jet 
Airways is the most 
successful of the private 
airlines. 

What about the 
Khemkas?; Weil, they 
certainly entered the 
business with a bang. They 
had a local south Indian 
operation called NEPC 
Airlines, but when they 
put poor Parvez Damania 
out of hi.s misery by 
buying his Damania 
Airlines (now called 
Skyline NEPC), they hit 
the big time. They 
tollowed this up by 
launching a hostile 
takeovei of Mudiluft 
despite S K Modi’s claims 
that he owned a majority 
ot the equity. 

After that, things have 
gone downhill The 
Mudiluft takeover 
hasn't gone through, 
Skyline NEPC is in a bad 
way, and there are 
constant rumours of 
liquidity problems 

Will they all survive?. Oh 
no, they won't. East West 
IS already in trouble. It 
owes crores in landing 
tees to the Airports 
Authority which grounded 
It for a few days till it 
promised to pay up 
Lufthansa has pulled out 
of Mudiluft, but 
S K. Modi insists that he is 
bettor off without the 
Germans. Skyline NEI*C 
, has its own problems (see 
1 above) and Sahara has yet 
to make its mark. A 
smaller airline, Archana 
Airways, suffered when a 
plane crashed in Kulu 
recently 

Do people prefer them?: 
Well, they used to. But 
now, there is a large-scale 
exodus back to Indian 
Airlines According to 
Indian Airlines this is 
Ibecause the national 
jcarrier has turned itself 
around. According to the 

E rivatc airlines, this is 
ecduse Ghulam NaH 


Azad has stoprad them 
from serving alcohol. 

Why did Ghulam Nabt do 
that?: Mainly because of 
Damania, which kept the 
whiskey flowing on such 
medium|iaul nights as 
Bombay-j^cutta, 
ensuring^at passengers 
learnt thfit a Boeing 
wasn't thdonly way to get 
high. 

Will theatre new 
entrantsnTlliere is a new 
entrant vfjiiting m the 
wings. IVb years ago, 
Singapore Airlines tied up 
with the Tatas to launch 
what would have been 
India's biggest private 
airl'me. The aircraft would 
have come from Singapore 
Airlines and in-flight 
service and on-time 
erformance would have 
pen on par with south¬ 
east Asians finest airline. 
When everythmg was set, 
Ghulam Nabi Azad 
announced that Indian 
airports were very 
cniwded, so there was no 
room for the Tata 
Singapore airline. The 
travel trade saw the hand 
of Jet Airways' Naresh 
Goyal in the decision; a 
charge he strenuously 
denies But even Ghulam 
Nabi could not explain 
why, if airports were so 
crowded, Naresh Goyal 
and others were being 
allowed to expand. 

All hopes of a change 
in this policy were dashed 
when the new civil 
aviation minister C.M. 
Ibrahim, announced that 
he would not allow 
private airlines which had 
a foreign 

shareholding Obviously, 
nobody had told him that 
Jet Airways was owned 40 
per cent by two foreign 
airlines. 

And the future?; Bleak. 
Prepare to travel by 
Indian Airlines, Alliance 
Air (an Indian Airlines 
subsidiary) and Jet 
Airways. TTiose will be the 
biggies in the years 
ahead. ■ 


fORGET THOSE PAINFUL DAYS 


FREE LADY a state-of-the 

art imported device internotionaily 
accepted is guaranteed to 
control frelieve menstrual ft other pains. 



FREE LADY eases menstrual spasm, reduces 
mood swings, improves ability to work actively during 
periods. Easy to carry, "FREE LADY' has NO SIDE 
EFFECTS and can be concealed under your clothes 
at any part of your body. 


ALL YOU HAVE TO DO is identify the area of pain, switch 
on the device and then go about your routine chores. 

IT IS A NON-MEDiCATED TREATMENT OF PAIN. 


'AIIMS New Delhi has used it for 
treatment'of chronic painful disorders 
viz : low back pain, joint pain, cervical 
spondylosis, pest herpetic neuralgia, 
dysmenorrhoea, trigger point pains 
etc. with more than 80 °o pain relieving 
efficacy. Suitable for home use. 


Approvmd In lamni, OwnNMig Bniglum, Auntmlln and athar eountrtaa. 

MANSA IMPEX PVT. LTD. 

1800, Giant Bazar, 0pp. D/58-B, N.D.S.E.-l, 

New Delhi 110 003 Tel ; 4615735, Fax ; (011) - 4615735 

DISTRIBUTOR / DEALERSHIP ENQUIRIES SOLICITED 
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Fashion 

LABELS FOR MORE 


Sicilus synihois aboitmi with itiWrnutUmal brand names taking over the 

market, savsSamita Bhatia 


W ht’lh»T It's hjnd made 
>?iJils tn*m Milan, or 
K'athi'is and body paint 
in tht' Amazi'ii basin, 
I'VfT^' soi’ietv flothnd or naked has 
Us symbols to define status, 
dominance and slvk; Symbols that 
can be- owned at a cc'St- - sometimes 
even a small fortune 

And ti'dav, symbiUs such as 
tht*si* have inI'illTaUsJ the Indian 
markets with a bottomline which is 
kind of obvious, those with tneajjn* 
bank balance's need not even take a 
look-see. Obviously top-of-the-linc 
international labcl.s in India have 
larjjeted the' upper, upper crust of 


other Indian televi-.ioris. Home 
theatie systems Uk) aie becoming 
something <if a cra/.c' in the 
entertainmc'nt market. 

'ioda)' you can 7ip around in a 
Ks 21) lakh plus luxury McrecHfc-s 
Ben/. And the multiplicity of 
options tor the vv'heels you can drive 
is sure to delight tho.sr* who love to 
change their cars like thc*y do their 
shirts rhe 0 }h*1 Astra (Rs 0 .1 lakh). 
Rover Montego (R.s 10 lakh), and the 
Honda (Rs 6.3 lakh) are soon to take 
to the roads-- -|usl take vc'ur pick— 
even as marketing strategies project 
the cars as the ultimate status 
symbols 


Lancomc, YSI/s Opium, Chanel No 
S, Mitsouko Guerlain —are all 
available off-the-rack. Floor price: 
around Ks 3,5(K) 

Van lleusen. Arrow and Louis 
Fhilippe anj here too and so are the 
footwear giants. ()n the footwear 
fninl It the all-lndian shoe doesn't 
appeal pick up a I lu.sh Puppy, . 
Reebok or a Nike for a price that 
some arc wont to think is criminal 
for a shoe F.xpect fo pay in the 
region of Rs 2,5tK)-3,000. 

Ready-made designerwear has 
not bypas.sed the Indian woman 
Artfully detailed louturc —slim 
jacket.s, dn’s.sc.s, bright scarves-- 


Mexx men's ietsurewear 



buyer. T^esigner labels in the ciotfies 

So, you no longer find yourself !_✓ department for both men.and 
deciding on which mu-sic system to women are already making their 
buy. but in.>tead lace a dilemma as presence felt, and other goodies that 
to which model of cellular phone may have sneaked into the 

.suits you Iwst. What will it be? smuggled goods bazaars are freely 

Nokia, Ericsson, Motorola, Siemens available, 
or Sony? Starting from leading 

Your search for a television set international signatures tagged onto 
will take you through a range of contemporary, ready-to-wear suits 
Panasonic Top Domes to 44 inches, created in the design temples of 
and Akai and Sam.sung sets that are Italy or France and going on to 
legally available, above board, with exotic perfumes with equally 
pnees that ait: comparable with evocative name.s— loop, Covet 


The Louis Feraud showroom, New Delhi: No 
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and vibnmt ensembles from Louis 
Feraud have found ample buyers. 
This despite the fact that prices vary 
from Rs 8,000 for jackets and escalate 
to Rs 40,000 for evening wear. 

The Revlon (anoth^ cosmetic 
brand finding its feet here) lady, 
Mehar Bhasin simply loves to shop 
here. 'Tve modelled the Louis 
Feraud Western collection arul that’s 
how I discovered it," she says. 

"Most people are today aware of 
what world-class labels are all about. 
A branded perfume in any market of 
the world costs a lot of mon^. 
Brand-conscious people are very 
aware of what they pick up ana to 
them price is immaterial." In this 
receptive sct*nario, enter the Italian 
Marzotto Group and America's 
Target. Marzotto entered the market 
wim a flourish tying-up with KB+T 
for technical and desim know-how 
for the manufacture of classic Italian 
men's suits, jackets and trousers in 
India. 

Up front in the textile and apparel 
sector in the American, European, 
South American, AiLStrahan and 
.South African markets, KB+T was 
launched in the country after it 



KB+T: The label that counts 


reportedly conducted surveys that hues, from blue to navy, KB+T rules 
spoke to over 10,000 men in 12 dties all the way. And these can bricked 

across the country to arrive at the up from an affordable Rs 6,000 to as 

right styles best suited to ^ Indian high as Rs 20,000. 
physique. From wood hues to pale Despite the hype, however^ some 

shades in gray, from beige to golden customers have returned from the 










KB-tT store quite disappointed. Like 
Ra} Naresh Sin^ who drove all the 
way from Patiala, Punjab, to pick up 
his size of suit. 

Singh is 6 ft 2 inches (^us and 
wears a size 46. "Friends had been 
recommending the label for the 
variety of its sizes, however; I 
couldn't find one for myself. Why 
.slKHildn't I opt for a custom-made 
suit from Raymonds or Study by 
Janak then?" he asks. 

A nothNii mternational de<signer 
label to hit the market .soon is 
Target that comes to the Indian 
market with a promise of giving the 
customer a choice of 13 sizes. Target 
i.s poi$L*d to bring its premium 
collection to India, though not its 
other popular brands (Target has 
diffcnent brand names for different 
markets) like Stanley Blacker. John 
Whiles or Arnold Palmer which are 
ietailc>d in the stores of New York, 
Londiin and Pari.s 

According to Apt Arora, 
chairman and CEO, Ciolden Gate 
Company, which has tied up with 
Target,"Though our clothes have 
been pneed hxrking at the uppei end 
of the market at Rs 9,500-l.S,000,1 
feel that the Indian male is ready to 
pay a premium fni quality fabric and 
the latest internabonal fa.shion 
tailored according to his physique.” 

Says Murli Menoii, publishing 
director with a leading publishing 
house, "The range of clothes the 
companiL>s promise will be crafted in 
wools from Beilla, Italy, while 
collections from the design centres of 
Paris, London and Milan will also be 


KID’S STUFF 


Labels are big business even in the children's 
wear segment of the market 

I f Benetton's 0-12 range has made diildien's dothing company in the 

a consideraUe dent in the wotM. 

kidaivear market, can other Now the stores are on-line in 

interhalional labels, catling Delld's alive—4mtpeih;^ not very 

piimacUy to the youtw mtes, be upmarket —bazaars, Liq^t Nagar 

loi^ m making meir debut here? and Karol Bagh. But come 1996 you 

ilw latest entrant in the may just find a hundred exclusive 

diildien's wear segment is an old retaifoutletas all over the country. 
American favourite that brings frnre The store offers a diSerent kuid 

Americana to India. A tongue of dothes range for diildren of 

twister but hip nevertheless— varying age groups. At OshKosh 

OshKoidi B'Gosh—is known to be die emphasis is more on denims 

die largest oldest and most famous and the styles are quite different 



Panthere bracelets and broach from Cartier 



available here. If the companies live 
upto their promise there's no reason 
for men not to buy ready-to-wear 
designer suits. The price is steep) but 
dien rrauted Indian desimers nke 
Rohit BaL Ravi Baia| or J.j. Valaya 
also charge more man Rs 8,000 
upwards for jackets alone." 

And there is more available as far 
as embellishments for the Indian 
male go. If it's u[>-market you are 
looki^ for, it's up-market that you 
are i ling to get. You can stm into 
die Ravissant showroom in Delhi 
and pick and dioose from a range of 
Cartier products that have b«en 




Cartier's masculine range of 
watches is easy enough to recognise: 
in steel, all gold or a blend of steel 
and gold, the Chrononajdi ranra 
looks —and is —awfiuly complex as 
weQ. 

Ihe watdies have liames to go 
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Oah Kbah B’Goah: Old favourite 


from those in other stores. The 
prices are somewhat steep but 
other stores too are no le% 
exwj:\sive. So, for your tour-year- 
old^t prepared to shell out Rs 
1,000 for a pair of overalls and Rs 
250 for a pair of socks as the 
company targets retail sales of Rs 
14 crore for 19%. 


The stores—just like the 
clothing th€>y diwlay—come in 
different sizes. Depmding on the 
covered floor area they are duUied 
as 'mega,' * mighty' and 'mini.' 
Tailored after the American barn¬ 
like designs, the garments are 
trendv with a complete emphasis, 
says l^ichael l>ewis. MD for the 
Asia-Pacific, on "quality, quality 
and quality in that order of 
priority." 


with their male ^ipwarance. 
al Rs ] 10 lakh. 'Panthere', a 


'Pasha' 
a range 

where no two watches arc identical, 
thus justifying the Rs h lakh price 
tag, 'Cougar' and the Louis Cartier 
Tanks' prices for which vary between 
Rs 1.5 lakh te Rs 6.80 lakh. 

This IS also the place where 
.some—^Sonia Ganuhi, for irtstaiice, 
who is known for her love foi 
silverware from Ravissant—^mighl 
order their cnickcry. That will be Rs 
65,IX)0 for the tea set, please. 

Says the lady behind a counter at 
the Ravissant showroom, which also 
houses the Cartier counter, 
"Industriabsts and busines.snien 
who are our clients (she refu-ses to 
divulge any names) don't consider 
prices but look for the quality of the 
product they buy. And ever since we 
advertised for the Cartier range the 
inquiries have been pourirre in." 

This regardless for the fact that 
Cartier scarves will be available for 
Rs 8,300 and Rs 8,800, Trinity rings 



Casual wear for men at Contempo 


for Rs 23,000 to 36.000. And it 
doesn't end there; lighters are tagged 
at Rs 13,000-20,000 and cliH-ks for' 

Rs 23,000, Rs 35,000, Rs 65,0(K>—and 
if that wasn't enough—or even as 
much as Ks 1,23,0()0. 


Besides the history that the 
companv claims w'hich comes with 
«*ach Cartier product, tht*>’ alsi> carry 
a two-year giiaranh'i' 


Pushing hard at the affordability 


, «ha 

factor, the lady says helpfully. "VVe 
have a range of affordable watciies 
as well. Tlie Must 2ls arc not only 
swanky but aLso reasonably piiced. 
Rs 38,000 40,000 and Rs hO^OOO.' 

Price nei^ds must be a secondary 
factor when Cartier's jewelfory watch 
can be ordered by paying a small 
fortime —Rs 25,43,000. A range of 
iewelh'ry pens comes with a Its 8 
lakh tag. It it's any consolation the 
nibs are gold and platinum alloys. 


During this jienod any defect in 
the preiduct will mean that it will K- 
exchanged for fnx.- —no i|iu'stioi'>-» 
asked 


Upmarket inlernalional do>jg/ii‘r 
labi'ls are hen'. and to slay And 
from the hxiks of it the priihiist' of 
international standards in quality aiv 
winning cu.sloms'r' twer Bul the 
svianks labels b*;tter watch \iul tor as 
the Indian cu.sfoniei hifo.nes 
increasingly discerning, a slip in 
standards in quality could mean a 
.swift tall troin grace ■ 
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First person 


SHANKO CHAUDHARY, the ^§^genarum rn^tor, ^ created ma»tmtiece» m hrom^ and hmifle. 
Htaf adorn many world a^fah Rio De JtMerio to Cepenh/wen to DeUa. Tbdt^, in^die tw^ht cf 
his career, fwisidlset to start witHanew medium'^stainkss sted! 



What is your idea oi {N^pfect 
haroinesa? 

% be engtossed in work, 
preferabiy in scmnediing 
worthwKue, not necessarily 
sculpture. 

What is your greatest fear? 

To be a cripple. 

Who or what nas been the greatest 
inflitcncc in your life? 

En sculpture my teacher 
Ramkinkar. In life, my mother aiul 
my another teacher, JUshna 
Kriplani. 

What do you dislike miMt in 
others? 

Jealousy and cruelty. 

What do you dislike most in 
yourself? 

My inability to say no when 1 
should. 

How would you 
like to be 
remembered? 

As a naughty boy 


What is yoor mort 

piedotts 

possesrion? 

My 

ethnological 

connections. 


What is your 
nightmare? 


Faith in near ones. 

On what 
occasions do yon 
Uc? 

If I feel truth 
would be hard on 


family. Diving 

What objects do L 

yon always cany? the WJ 

unable 

VVhat makes yon 
most depressed? 

Beiiw accused of meanness! 
What & you diriike most on your 
appearance? 

Slovenliness. 


Diving deep into 
the water and 
unable to surface 


info others, specially 

those dear to me. 
>rand Whatisyour 

Qiirfarp gwa»est regnt? 

Sunacc; tcould not learn 

musk. 

What has been 
your h^piest moment? 

When my achievements made 
my mother and wife happy. 


What Is your favourite word? 

Chor nhief). 

What is your favourite journey? 

To the tribal world at home and 
abroad. 

What is your fsvoniite dieam? 

Chtldnood days in die tribal 
areas. 

What is your nightmare? 

Diving de^ mto the watw and 
unable to surrace. 

Who or what is dm gmtdieaf love of 
your life? 

PtobaUy musk. 

What is your source ol snstenaiice? 


Wlurt brings teats to your eyes? . 

When I 'see a real act of cnarity 
or compassion- 
How do you ralax? 

By Usteniitt to musk and taldng 
a tr^ to tribal aieas> 

What dip ydu envy moat fat oHicn? 

Who have the meuis rntd can 
travel as they like. 

How would you Bketbbc 

RnmioOTMi* 

As a naughty boy. 

Mow wbidtTyoa tjke lo die? 

A sudden deam^ ppefarsbly in 
anaeddent. 


30 



20 NATUR4L HERBS 


Ayurveda the science of life, has stood the test of time 
tor well over 2,000 years. Ayurveda is a legacy from 
India’s glorious past when the Rishis had mastered 
the secrets of nature tor tlK benefit of mankind. 
Vicco Vajradanti Paste is the original Ayurvedic 
paste. Vicco cares for your mouth - 
effective, active, totally natural Vicco is for healthy 
gums & firm teeth. Every tube of Vicco contains 20 
pure herbal extracts long established by Ayurvedic 
herbal traditions to be good for teeth, mouth & 
gums Ayurved^. practice, centuries old. 
actively involves, those elements in nature most beneficial 
to the individuals. Vicco Paste is made from herbs, 
barks, roots & flowers.. no artificial ingredients, no harsh 
abrasives or fluorides. Just the-best ingredients 
for disorders of gums & teeth Vicco's concentrated 
formula lasts longer and tastes great. 

Vicco is worldwide favourite for decades. 

Vicco IS vegan No Animal ingredients. 

Vicco Products: Naturat-Naturally better. 
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eclally your favourit* Duka 
>hlrt. So comfortlnS, that It’a 
rd to Siv* up, even while 
iditating. The exquisite fabric 
tnds with International styling 



make It quite Irresistable, even to 
the most ascetic. Now choose from 
a colourful range of plains, stripes, 
prints and Jacquards. And be on 


i iiw*i ufomtt T-s«ir 


your way to Nirvana. 






The TelegrajA mag^i^ne 



Carry On 
Karan 


a The Magazine has 
become more readable 
Widi your new set of 
cover stories focussing on 
ersotialities bom divmse 
I of excellence and 


'The Greying of Karan 
Thapar' (Tune 16) was 
one such er^yable story. 


Indian television has 
really come of age; techni¬ 
cally and content wise it 
can match up to the stan¬ 
dards c^ any fordm tele¬ 
vision coverage. The new 
television culture has 
spawned a breed of super 

S umaiists erf the likes of 
alini Singh* Vinod Dua 
and Karan Thapar. 


They have established 
sudt credibilite among 
viewers that their pro¬ 
grammes are lap]^ up 
by the very mennonor 
their names. 


Ihapa^ in particular, 
is the no-nonsense jour¬ 
nalist who keeps probing 
till he gets his answer and 
he can w quite a tenor on 
screen No wonder 
George Fernandes called 
him juvenile delinquent'. 

CalcuHa 


■ Karan Ihapar 
undoubtedly brought 
about a spe^cular 



Karrni Thapar: Ttw Siam, aggrettBiwa intendewBr on television 


change in the concept of 
teievikon journalism widi 
his rapidfire questions 
and stem approwh; often 
embarriusing mtnisten 
and making mem sweat. 

I remember; Thapar 
was once intac^ewmg 
Kiran Bedi after ^ made 
available certain extra 
facilities toTlhar Jail 
inmates. Beds tiled to 
defend her actions but 
Thapar was unidenting. 

The supetoop really 
cut a sorry figure in 


fipont of Thapar. 

Stmtt Bmnerjee, 

CalcutUt 

■ Karan Thapar is the 
finest diit^ mat could 
have happened to Indian 
television. He was the 
only televidoiijoumalist 
who could ruffle even dte 
most sedate guest and 
make him speak. 
Oebabmta Mohmuty, 
Bakson (Orissa) 

■ You seem to have uver^ 
^orified Thapar. In yoiu* 


honest attempt to assess 
this colourful personality, 
you have overlooked cme 
very important quality of 
m interviewer and that is 
not to interrupt the guest 
speaker too often. 

Viewers are interest¬ 
ed in hearing what the 
celebrities invited on the 
chat shows have to say 
but this often becomes 
impossible as the host 
himself does all the talk¬ 
ing. 

Subrmta Chakravarttf, 
Odatiia 
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RAGHU RAl, Tndia'.s ace photogr.ipher, talks 
about ki$ art and photo-joumaiism in an inter¬ 
view to the Magazine. 
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GOUTAM GHOSE traces the Silk Route in hi.s 
forthcoming film, Beyond the Himalaya. 
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FOCUS 

Raghu Rai is India ’5 best-known 
photographer. Samita Bhatia projtles the 

man behind the lens 



R ag^uRai's house is an extension of 
his art. Set dieek-by-|owI with a 
bustling Delhi mancet, it still mana¬ 
ges to a maintain a peaceful silen¬ 
ce. It's green, and how! Even the 
address is not visible, lost some- 
%vhere in the foliage. Hie languid garden appears 
to be overgrown at first glance—^ you discover 
die method in it s madiv^ Manicui^ it is not, 
untamed, maybe, but widi an obvious attempt at 
a cultivated wildness. Past the bamboo-shaded 
gate, meandering through some leafy palms, 
some terracotta figurines and a wooden pillar, 
you find die bell. 

India's most distinguished photographer 
obviously loves his spaces. While you'll find a 
fine coUection of antique furniture at the entrance 
and in the living room, there's nothing cluttered 
or heavy about the setting. It’s just, well, distinc¬ 
tive. You simply can't quell the urge to ask where 
he picked up the stufi ^m and he answers, 
"From all over—Calcutta, Gujarat and 
Rajasthan. I wouldn’t recommend Delhi. It's far 
too expensive." 

Surprising thou^ it may seent, what you 
wouldn't find embellishing the stark white walls 
in the Rai home is a single photogr^h taken by 
the ace photographer. And if you find on your 
next visit that the setting has changed complete¬ 
ly, don't be too taken aback. "When I get bored 



with die world and m 3 raelf I change everything 
around me," says Rai matter of faedy. 

A man with ample tastes by his own admis- 
siori, antique furniture notwittistanding, Rai con¬ 
fesses that "even camera and lenses are never 
really sparklir^ dean; diey are like me, tough 
and tou^". So, it's not surprising dwn that Rai 
spends the better part of his time landscaping his 
farmhouse cm the outskirts of Delhi all by himself 
—bulldozers and all—creating levels and struc¬ 
tures quite in die ilk of an artist. 

But there's another artist concealed someivhe- 
re in the privacy of Rai's home. The marble-top 
table has the tra-tale—and inddible—scribbles 
of a one-and-a-half-year old. "That's my young¬ 
est daughter tryirig out my waterproof pens," ne 




explains indulgently. "Sometimes people malce you conscious of your 

As you look surprised, he shru^ "Conventio- so<alled fame but I still love to sit cm a fcmtpath 

nally to be fether of a toddler, while your older and eat some papri chaat live my life the way I 

children are married and have children of their want to. I am a surgeon who cots Raghu Rai to pie- 

own, can make some people uneasy," he says. ces with ruthlessness and never gives him any 

"But it doesn't matter to me. as every child is a ctmcessioas," he says, 

new experience and every human being is bom 

with something unique to discover andunder- ^ about his celebrity sf a- 

stand. When my older children were bom 1 was V V tus today, life wasn't always as easy when 

very young and didn't really understand Rai positioned himself behind the camera lens in 

fatnmood, but my little girls (aged one- the 60s. HLs ^nrs, Kishore Parekh, then with Tbe 

and-a-half, and four years) are a new exoerience Hindustan Times and older brother S. Paul who 

for me and I find myself growing with them all was photographer widi The Indian Express — 

over again." both 10 years nis senior—werestmgglingtodo 

Raghu Rai, the celebrity photonapher, goes something 'different'. But as they taught Rai the 

throu^ life with not one emp on nis shoulder. ropes, little did they realise that their understudy 



would be offering diem stiff competition within a 
ample of years. 

"When I joined The Statesman as die chief pho¬ 
tographer." says Rai, "1 had just one thought 
each passing 

d^ — my work had to be differoit and new 
Wfum you are young and rating to go, you under¬ 
stand little but have a zest that motivates you to 
implement your grand plans." 

Tliosc were the days when eight-column 
human interest picbires were splashed on the 
front pages when the polidcai scene got dull. Full 
page and half page pictures were not a surprising 
occurrence cither. 

Kai's images— those dating back to die 60s 
and the more recent ones—have a haunting 
quality about them that keep them alive even 
when their memory would nave faded. So does 
he think he has made any difference to the world 
as it IS seen through the eye of a camera lens? He 
says anibi^uusly, "I am making a difference to 
my own life," and adds, "to mate the difference 
you have to use an ener^ and vitality which will 
override the drudgeiy ttut die medium has fallen 
into. As a photographer you have to develop a 
vision which will capture the essence of what you 
are shooting." 

This penetration, he fwls, comes with years of 
experience which lifts the photographs from the 
realm of a quick picture to something that con¬ 
veys a thousand words. "Daily news pictures die 
a daily death, but if you have ability to go 

beycHid the daily netxis by penetrating deeper— 
that'.s what malax all the difference," savs Rai. 



A landscape by Raghu Rai 


Maturity and vision may come with age, but 
aaording to Rai there are some young photogra¬ 
phers who are doing "smart" work. Praveen Jain, 
Manesh Swaroop and some of the work of his 
own son, Nitin Rai — who has photographed 
Raghu for this article—have been "eye¬ 
catching" . But the final test is for the photographs 
to live on. 

Rai's formula for aspiring photographers is 
indeed a tall order. He feels mat while the subject 
must be captured widi honesty, great precision, 
sensitivity and discipline, the mind should be 









clean and reflective. Creativity whidt is an instino 
tive urge, he says, must be kept alive no matter 
how difficult it may seem, while the distance bet¬ 
ween the photographer and his sut^ect treated as 
a tightrope walk. He elaborates, "C^ step extra 
or astcp too far can shatter the magic of the 
moment." 

A good photographer, in his opinion, is one 
who rus an experieiKe to share with a frc»h 
approadv no matter what his subject. Rai doesn't 
have favourites; even his son is not spared criti¬ 
cism. "But Nitin's work is bold, direct and 
strong," he adds, proudly. "1 have often been 
annoyed by stray remarl^ like Take him under 
your wings'. For had I done so, when would he 
rrave had the chance to discover his own wings? I 


have been very tough and ruthless on him 
because I know that while we can share and dis¬ 
cuss matters, he cannot 'inheri:' an art." 

Thus, Rai's advice to aspiring photo¬ 
journalists: your 'guru' dwells inside each person 
and they had better listen to his dictates. 

Rai rues the fact that ymmg photographers in 
the field today lack dedication and seriousness, 
"Even though environments and attitudes arc 
changing th^ are not making a concerted effort 
to alter their responses, styles of photography, or 
subject matters," he says. "The repetitive juri; 
that is being produced is fastbecerming very 
boring." 

Rai feels fliat a photographer's job is far more 
difficult fluin that of an artist's, musician's or a 
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One of Raghu Rai's photographs 


person associated with any other creative held. A 
photographer must be alert, sensitive, reflective 
and responsible at all limes without getting dis¬ 
tracted or influenced by other people. "Painters 
or musicians on the other hand have the luxury of 
meditating and doing nyaz for hours together," 
he smiles. 

He elaborates that a painter can choose his 
colours and compositions but a photographei 
cannot. "Life has its own spontaneity and that 
flow must be captured just that way for itself in its 
most natural way without looking for composi¬ 
tions. That is what makes us different from pain¬ 
ters—for we can't affect colours or structure 
situations." 

"lAThile Kai obviously had an intense experien- 
V V cc with all flie newspapers and magazines 
he worked with, eventually tie relinquislied him¬ 
self of die constraints that came with the designa¬ 
tion of chief photographer or photo-editior. 
"With a newspaper or magazine one gets bogged 
down with a hundred little things that have to be 
done fur the joumaLs" he clarifies. "Your 
instincts, sensitivities and urges have to be sup¬ 
pressed to meet the demands of die job at hand. 
To grow, a creative individual has to be free of 
sutli restrictions." Besides, the demands of the 
print media have changed so much today that Rai 
finds himself inadequately equipped to give 
them what diey are looking for. 

Rai is convinced that most 
editors—despite their claims—are visually illite- 




rate and don't have a sensitivity to 'read' pictu¬ 
res. "The other day a Japanese artist came to me 
and requested to see some of my work," he says. 
"Thou^ he didn't say a word, just the way he stu¬ 
died the pictures was the appreciation that any 
photographer could hope for." 

And therein lies the difference. Even today, 
while on the one hand he finds many publishers 
and editors extravagant in their praise of his 
work, they are hesitant to be liberal with the 
space they can give those photographs. He 
explains, "Nobody will give you the freedom to 
do as you want on a platter, nobody will give you 
the space, even if you de.serve it. Every moment 
you nave to fight for that space, which is related 
to the 'space' you have experienced while you 
were photographing." 

The factor that was primarily responsible for 
Rai pulling out of newspaper and magazine jour¬ 
nalism, was the fact that beyond a point his vision 
and energy were not tmderstood by many 
people. "It can be a very painful experience if an 
intense moment captured on film needs to be 
explained to people," says Raghu. "If a moment 
captured by you doesn't make the reader drop a 
heart-beat, your effort can be a complete waste. 
Sharing such moments in newspapers and maga¬ 
zines are impossible." 

He feels that giving the art a new direction is 
not possible while working for the print media, 
unless you arc a bom fighter and can battle for 
your space. Photography must capture the 
change, nut the pr^ictable and approachable. 
"Newspaper and magazine photographers are 
happy with the work they axe doing for that gets 
published everyday Obviously it's mediocrity 
that sells. The level of expectation in India is very 
low," says Rai. 

Despite 3 'ears pul into the profe.ssion, there is 
not one photograph that Rai would like to single 
out as his favourite "There is no point in glorify¬ 
ing something," he says. "The last few years I 
have been choosing my own assignments— 
wht re the human interaction is powerful, intense 
and fulfilling." A man who prefers not to rest on 
his laurels, or the brilliance of past assignments, 
Rai IS not one to harbour a nostalgic madness 
about his work. "I live it, 1 enjoy it and then it's 
over. As a matter of fact, if you were to throw 
away all this (a sweeping gesture enaimpassing 
one of his books lying casually on an antique set¬ 
tee) in the dustbin it really wouldn't bother me 
beyond a point." 

Success, according to Rai is esseritial, the 
applause is required but an overdose can be 
dangerous; "If success goes to your head, you 
run the danger of becoming a performer. Having 
identified what the people nave liked, you tend 
to fall into a pattern to keep the recognition 
intact," Which is why today, he muses, we don'» 
have actors and actresses—we have stars, perfor¬ 
mers and entertainers. "You have to step back 
from the dizzying effects of success and delink 
yourself from it." 

Fame to him is important, but having touched 
exalted levels of sensitivity and understanding, 
he feels that the person has to stand alone. "I 


haven't fallen in that 'frame' in which photogra¬ 
phers deal with everyday. Mind-blowing appre¬ 
ciation can sometimes make you a prisoner of 
that frame. Each time you exporienft* exhilara¬ 
tion at the discover^' of a new concept, composi¬ 
tion or space which is very rare and difficult to 
capture, you have to make a deliberate effort to 
break that very frame and liberate yourself from 
its bondage," ne says 

A dramatic situation that cc>uld shake you in 
that one moment — a mutilation, a dismembered 
head that makes it to the front pages. Or calls tor a 
photo feature in a colour wivkly — often beco¬ 
mes the subject of a heated debate on the ethics ot 
photography. So, do photographers have the 
right to oiver .such events as the brutal assassina¬ 



tion of Rajiv Gandhi, the gory scenes of riots, aai- 
dentr or murders in as graphic a manner as possi¬ 
ble? "5k*nsitivitv lies in photographing that situa¬ 
tion in a manner which symbolically, in a sensi¬ 
tive way, tells you eveiything," says Rai "But in 
photo-journalsim today an cction picture is a real¬ 
ly great picture, no matter how gruesome." 

Rai questions the very ethics of printing pictu¬ 
res every day ol the year. "Publishing the pictu¬ 
res of politiaans day after day is gruesome, tireso¬ 
me and painful for me. Why should the picture of 
the Prime Minister be published everyday, why 
not of the millions of people who are the essence 
of this country?" he asks 

Rai was known to often tell his editors that they 
must actua lly go t>u t with the reporters and photo¬ 
graphers for major events and 'foci' the situations 
for themselves, rather than just imagine them 
and thus decide on what mu.st be carried. He feels 
that we have a set pattern of tackling news 
reporting, major events and political situations 
which IS neither sensitive, original nor refreshing. 

"We are here in big cities, publishing new.spa- 
jTcrs and magazines that basically serve the big 
guys. Imagine if we were doing stories from the 
remote comers and villagc.s of the country you 
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would discover that all the politicians would 
come to these villages to meet you and maybe 
even be compelled to work wiih the people 
there," he says. 

R ai's first major book was on India's USF, the 
Taj Mahal, which has sold tremendously well 
here and internationally. The I'w Mahal is a con¬ 
stant, but each time he went to photograph it with 
a particular perception m his mind it nan someth¬ 
ing totally different to offer. 

'"Vou must respond swiftly to whatever nature 
has in store tor you,'' says Raghu. "If you make 
yourself available to a theme with sensitivity and 
responsibility then the theme, story or situation 
whispers to you. And these whispers are eternal 
and they lead you to the truth For that is what 
nature had wanted you to do and if you've delive¬ 
red that." 

After the Tai Mahal, many others followed— 
India, The Sikhs, Indira Gandhi (after her assassi¬ 
nation), Tibetan Exile, Khajuraho, Delhi and 
Calcutta in black and white. Raghu Rai's Mother 
Teresa is on the anvil that is due to be published 
by Element Books in England and America while 
another on musicians is coming up 
One regret that Rai has is not being able to 
share his work with the people in his own coun¬ 
try—^primarily due to the fact that his books cost 
a small fortune and second because a lot of his 
work is published in foreign journals. He 
explains, "It can't be a one-way traffic, Aat on the 
one hand you are so intense—you love situa¬ 
tions, you love people—and then not being able 
to share these moments with your own people is 
a terrible dilemma." On the other hand booKs 
that are to make a visual statement have to be 
well produced which tends to make them very 


expensive and out of the reach of many, he says. 

"If you've written an A-class book and have 
that printed on ordinary paper, people can still 
read it, you could .sell it for even Rs 30, but not so 
with a visual book. It might sound arrogant but 
creativity beyond a point can't always be shared 
with everybody," says Rai. "Even those who can 
afford the txxik may buy it only because it is a 
very popular book that could grace their centre 
tables, without being read. So ultimately you 
actually share your work with a very slim percen¬ 
tage of people." 

However his fans can look forward to his next 
projects which will be in a smaller size— and 
thus ea.sier on the pocket. Others can expect to see 
some of his best works at an exhibition that is com¬ 
ing up m November 

Not a man given to urge.s of exhibiting his 
work, he says he can count the number of his own 
photo-exhibitions on his fingertips Ihe first and 
only real exhibibon that he r^dmits putting toge¬ 
ther was way back in 1970. Then in 1982 when 
Ebrahim Alkazi egged him on with "nobody can 
afford to buy your books, and you won't share 
your work with us!" This wa- followed with a 
quick show based on 'Delhi'. Come November 
'96 and the much awaited Raghu Rai Retrospec¬ 
tive will open at the National Caller)^ of Modem 
Art, as what he describes as "my second 'real' 
show". 

And if, as they say, one picture is equal to a 
thousand words, then this will be the stuff that 
epics are made of. 



Photographs of Raghu Rai by 
NiHn Rai 
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c‘i*ta tossed and turned in lu-r bed A 
cold sweat enipted all over he? body 
as she th(.>u^ht of the day ahead of 
her The noise from the kitchen 
below her room woke Geeta no well 
befon* dawn It was 21 days after 
Vi)ay had been biirn Even after two 
years in the /i<n>e// she telt nervous 
when relatives gatht'ix’d, she was 
still not comfortable moving around 
with her tace covered 

7'h<* women of the huuch. ru. h 
and pcHir, young and old, knew 
exactly what to do, they were never 
awkward No ni.itter what they 
wen* doing they earned tliemselves 
with eftorlless grace C.eelfi got no 
confidence trom her college 
education Nor did the admiration 
and constant rc'assurance trom her 
husband make hi*r feel more at ease 
The remarks the women had made 
on her first dav in the huveh came 
back "she wifl never adgist Shi* is 
not one ot us ” 

As the* clamour of voicx's and the 
clanging ot utensils grew louder, 
Cleeta dc'Cided it was time to get out 
of bed. Any minute the mauls 
would be llietc* to prepare hi*r tor 
the festivities, bhe went into the 
ad|oining bathroom to bathe and 

o put 

on her san when hi*r motJu*r-in-law 
came almost noisi'lessly* into the 
room 

"Binni/i, Dhapu will bring vour 
clothes I have brought the pewellery. 
See if you like* the pearl set, if not, 1 
will lake out the* **031001 one," said 
the* mistress of the hiwcli. sitting 
down on the floor She seemed 
preoccupied as .she carefully 
separated ihc bangles from the 
bracelets, the anklc*ts from the 
armlets, the necklacc:s and the 
earrings 

Bhaj-,v\*at Smgh/i's wife was 
called Kanwarani Sa by the .servants 
She was a tiny person with small 
bones d4*licatelv fitted vc'hich madi* 


ht^r look frail and fragile Her 
complexion was smooth though 
sallow from lack cif exposure to the 
sun Her movements were* birdlike 
but she held her.selt erect. Her 
mouth was tirm, there wa-; rigidity 
in her thin lips when pi used 
togc*thi*r. She walkc'd with 
iiidesi ribable .self contidenie aiul 
exuded strength and •iignitv as it 
shi* were* naturally born to 
command 

'Binni//, sh<* said geiitlv but 
lirmly, "kc*ep vout l.ice coverc'd. bv 
now you .should be* able to mo\*e 
around without uncovering youi 
face " Then, attei a brii*t pause, as it 
to give emphasis to ht*r winds, she 
.said, ' Oo not talk loo niiu h to vour 
young cousin.s-m-lav\', it's not 
bc*coming You knc'w, the* wonic'ii an* 
critical because you are still tliinis*,*. 

I want to show them that evi*n an 
educated girl can be* mouldi.*d That I 
was not wrong in selt*c'ting you as 
the wife ot my only son Beside.s, 1 
am getting old now and .soon you 
will nave* to take* over," she* said, and 
carc*lullv taslent*d the braci'li't on 
Cieela's wrist. 

I'hen iis an atterthought she 
added. Give l’ari/(// all tlie monev 
you ic'ceive foi Vijay; the* accountant 
will note It down .so we know what 
to give on a similar occasion in 
another hai'ch " 

"Yes, Hukkum," said Ceeta, 
using the politest form of addn*ss to 
cover her humiliaticm. She knew all 
■ hei ti*ars weie justific'd. No one- 
thought her wcirthy of the family. 
Everyone was afraid she would 
embarrass them by an indiscrc'et 
word oi a faulty mcivt*. 

"Binni/i," said Bhagwaf Singh/i's 
wifi*, gc*tting up, "I know you don't 
eat properly wnen thi*tc* is confusion 
around you. As soon as the women 
sit down to eat, you come up.stairs 1 
will have your tluili .sent up. Wait till 
Ohapu comes to p*at on the rest of 
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the jewellery," she said, lightly 
shutting the diwr behind her 

This was the kind ot concern and 
atrectic>n that made Bh.agwal 
Singh/i's Wife so dithailt to fathom 
lliiHigh she was strict she was not 
uncompnimising In many small 
ways she- showed an understanding 
ot Ueetn's nature and tried to adjust 
to her needs But on essentials she 
did not coiniiromisc* 

From the dav Geeta came into 
her family she had to abide by the 
form and the etiijuetle ot the hai’cli 
Her mother-in-law's personality was 
such that It was difficult to 


contradict her or even exomss a 
different point of view She had her 
own way of prevailing over others, a 
blond of craft and tenacity She never 
lost her temper, she was always 
seemingly considerate and gentle. 
She never raised her voice; she was 
patient and prepan*d to listen It was 
due to her tact and her gentle 
persuasion that Geeta had been 
gradually drawn into the life of the 
liavcii without even wanting to resist 
It There was something in this way 
ot life that frightened and fascinated 
her at the same time 

Dhapu came into thi* room 


smiling with the bundle of clothes 
balanced on her head Since Geela 
ivns pensive she said, "Binni;i, has 
something upset you that you sit 
staring at the floor?" as she put the 
bundle ot clothes down. "Today I 
have no time to hoar your 
complaints about the hmvli. 1 have a 
thousand things still to do " Dhapu 
started to unfold the red brocade sari 
w'lth quick strokes of the hand "Oh, 

1 nearly forgot, Kanwarani Sa fold 
me to warn you not to lift the baby 
or show any nmeorn for her in front 
ot others, not the way ytiu lifted 
Vijay Bai Sa and kissed her the other 
day in the presence ot your aunt-in- 
law" 

Stop lecturing me, I am ted up 
with all the pretence that goes on 
here," said Geeta in a high-pitched 
voice, at last releasing the irritation 
she fell "I hate all this meaningless 
fuss' Don't tell me what 1 should do 
with my own child!" 

Dhapu cringed a little, she wasn't 
prepared for this outburst ' 'Binni//, 
don't be angry with me Ibday is a 
very special day for us servants. We 
have waited tor it for 27 long 
years," sht' said in a voice full of 
emotion, and silently continued to 
drape the sari njund Geeta's .slim 
waist, then with deft fingers closed 
file clasps of the bracelets and 
anklets. It was when Dhapu pulled 
the san over her face that Geeta 
knew she was ready. 

As she came out of her room, her 
head was bent more than usual, as 
much by the heavy jewellery she 
wore as with anxiety at the relatives 
gathered in the courtyard. 

When at 19 Geeta had come as a 
bride to Jeewan Niwas, she was 
lively and spontaneous She had not 
been taught to stint in giving 
affection, nor was she taught to keep 
her feelings concealed Her parents 
had encouraged her to speak her 
mind There w'as a child-hke 
enthusiasm in everything she did or 
said She knew marriage meant 
going into unfamiliar surroundings, 
blit .she W'as not afraid. In her 
youthful confidence she believed 
that with love she could win over 
anyone, anywhere But after two 
years she was not so sure of hersc*lf. 
In the Iwvcli no one really expressed 
their feelings. They covered their 
emotions in an elaborate exchange of 
formal gestures and words. Even her 
husband talked to his parents as if 
they were dignitaries with whom he 
could take no liberties. The form and 
courtesy which the young 
maintained before the old lacked 
spontaneity. In the two years Geeta 





had never heard any really 
unpleasant exchange of words 
between different members of the 
family. She was aware that certain 
relatives were not liked and others 
were definitely disliked, but cadi 
time they came to the havcli, hei 
mothcr-in-law met them as if she 
wa,s overjoj-ed to see them. Everyone 
moved cautiously, every word was 
weighed before it was spoken Even 
with the servants no one lost their 
tempers; they were reprimanded 
with polite but cutting w'ords w’hich 
was aWost worse than if they had 
been openly abused 

In the two years, Geeta had lost 
much of her exuberance but still she 
was unable fully to control either her 
words or her feelings. She wa.s still 
capable of talking frankly with her 
younger in-laws. Because of this, her 
mother-in-law kept reminding her of 
the importance or reticence. 

The courtyard was already full of 
chattering women in bright red, 
green and orange saris and a host of 
unruly children in their tinsel 
embroidered frocks. 


rhe ividows, some of them 
young girls, were in black, the 
contrast of their saris with tho.se of 
the married w'omen like a blot in a 
spectrum of bright colours. Everyone 
was talking as if they hadn't seen 
each other for years As more guests 
arrived they joined in, there was no 
need for introductions- everyone 
knew each other. The children 
played hide-and-seek behind then- 
mothers' skirts, shrieking with 
delight, but nothing disturbed the 
women; they kept on talking. 

I’an steered Geeta through the 
crowd to her grandmother-in-law 
Bhabha Sa sat on her bed in the 
covered V'..randah of the courtyard. 
Vijay lay next to her. Her maids, 
Bhatiani/i and Gopi Bai, fanned the 
flies off the baby's face, 

Geeta bent down and touched 
her grandmother-in-law's feet. "May 
you nave many, many sons, my 
child, and may you always wear 
red," said Sangram Singn/i's wife, 
fondly stroking Geeta's covered 
head. 

In the centre of the courtyard the 
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! priests sat under the canopy, 
j chanting prayers Then, tit the exact 
lime* .set by astrologers, Bhagwat 
! Singh/f and his son entered the 
courtyard There was an immediate 
I lowering ot voices. They walked 
j slowly with great dignity to the 
I canopy as if what they were about to 
I do was of great significance. As the 
i priests lit the pile of sandalwood 
1 fire. Pan escorted Geeta to the 
'■ specially erected platform and seated 
her next to her husband on one side 

■ of the fire Bhagwat Singh/i and his 
! wife sat on the opposite side The 

■ ch.ints grew louder as the priests 

I poured melted butter on the fire, and 
. instructed Bhagwat Singh// and his 
son to follow Milt I he incantations 
! ot the Vedas were drowned in the 
screams ot the children who 
' continued to run around the 
' courtyard But as if noise were a 
I natural accompaniment to prayers, 

. the priests went on undisturbed 
The worship over, Bhagwat 
' Singh,i( and his .son quietly went out 
of tile courtyard As soon as the men 
left, the uonieii relaxed; their voices 
rose again, they started vyhere they 
had left oil Pan helpeil (a*eta off the 
stool, adjusted her s.iri anti then 
pushed her way to the senior-most 
' relative tor the ritual of touching the 
I feet Cieeta could hardly see through 
; the gold embroidered san; the tinsel 
' tickled her nose and she wanted to 
' snee /,0 She had never felt so 
1 nervous before. She walked 
: cautiously lost she trip over 
; someone's feet in the congested 
courtyard As she bent down to 
touch’ the feet she vaguelv heard, 
"May you have eight sons; may the 
god.s bless you M^ this hai’cli 
flourish forever." The words barely 
registered in her mind; all she was' 
aware of was the next pair of feet 
she must touch without losing her 
balance. The heavy san, the full 
pleated .skirt, the gold, all combined 
*a make her feel as if she was a 
heavy log of wood that had no 
mobility* When Pari held her back 
to sit down next to Bhabha's bed 
again, Geeta could hardly believe 
that the ordeal was over. 

The noise and confusion were 
getting worse; the air was stifling 
around Bhabha's bed, a.s one woman 
after another came to her offering 
their congratulations and placing 
money in the tiny clenched fists of 
Vijay. The amount they gave was 
according to the status of each haivli 
and its relation to Sangram Singh/i 
The family accountant with his steel 
rimmed glasses sat with his head 
bent, noting down the name of the 
haveli and the amount, as it was 










called out by Pan 

It was nearly twelve o'clock by 
the time the last woman had greeted 
Bhabha Sa and blessed h<*r little 
great-grand-daughter The priests 
had left with gitls or truits, grain 
and cloth. The maids had spread 
thick white stnps ol cloth along the 
verandah surrounding the 
courtyard and i>n the edge of the 
cloth they placed large gn?t>n banana 
leaves for plates and cups made of 
dry leaves pinned togelner with thin 
twigs Steaming rice, dal, vegetables 
and different kind.s ot currie*: wen' 
in buckets, n-ady to be served The 
sweets were in large i/iu/is The 
aroma of spices, mixed with incense, 
made the air heavy 

Once evorvthing was reads 
Bhagwat Singlui's wife, with great 
formalitv, iiivili'd the women to sit 
down to eat, as il they were guests 
who had come to the house for the' 
first time Tantalised by the .smell ol 
loud, the children were getting 
ri'stless. They jsistled and scrambled 
.») gel what places remained or 
squee/.ed themselves next to their 
mothers or grandmothers The 
chatter ot I'oices wa.-; soon replaced 
bv' the .smacking ot lips. The close 
relatives served the guests As soon 
as the serving buckets v\ere empty, 
full ones were brought 

Bhagwat Singhji’s wife with her 
elder relatives went around coaxing 
the guests, ‘ ‘Have some more rice," 
"One more purer," At leas'a 


' ludoii' There were protests, but 
i finall}' they were persuaded to take 
, .something more. Having eaten with 
I relish they belched with salisiaclion 
. and got up, washed their hands and 
; crossed mto the adjoining courtyard 
j where there was room lor them to 
I stretch their legs and relax 

The first group of women having 
I finished, the maids quickly picked 
up the leaves and cups and threw 
I them outside the courtyard wall 
The stray dogs and cows were ready 
: to lick them The maids moved 
I rapidly; through year.s ot experience 
i they had become experts at fec'ding 
. a large number of people without 

■ getting flustered The relay ot 
fet‘dmg <md clearing went on till <ill 

' the gut«its had been served Bhagwat 
Sinfpi//'s wife was on her teel till the 
: last row of women had been served. 
In between the eating sessions 

■ Gectd was given the sign that she 
could go up to hei room. When atter 
two hours she came down she felt a 

i little more composed There was less 
! noise:, the maids were busy cleaning 
, up the puddles of dal and curry, 
i sweeping the grains of rice ana 
savoury' crumos ot the floor The 
ladies wen' quiet, the heavy spiO' 
tood seemed to have dulled their 
spirits tor a while Bhabha Sa 
seemed happy'. The elder women sat 
around her bed talking She would 
doze otf for a few mmutes and 
I again sit up She did not want to 
miss anything The younger women 



had formed a group of their own at 
the other end of the verandah so that 
they could talk freely. But still their 
saris fell over their faces lest some 
elder relative see them Geeta came 
quietly and sat down among them. 

Late in the afternoon the 
household seemed to be astir again. 
The professional singing group had 
arrived and started to serenade the 
ancient house of Sangram Smgh/i. 
The families of these women riad 
served the havcli for several 
generations, singing and dancing on 
festive occasions As the singing 

{ ’atheivd momentum, an elderly 
adv got up and came to where the 
young married girls sal huddled 
togelner and said, shaking one of 
them by the shoulders "You have 
had enough time to digest your 
food Gel up and dancx' This is an 
auspicious dav, you have also talked 
enoi^h " 

The girls coyly demurred and 
dipped tneir hands deeper into their 
laps. “Come on! Don't act as if you 
have fresh henna on your feet, as if 
you are a bride," .said Kanta, the 
widowed niece of Bhagwat Smgh/i. 
“In my days, I didn't wait to be 
ersuaded; in tact I had to be 
orcibly taken off the floor. Ask 
Panji/7 if you do not believe me." 

One of the girls reluctantly got 
up, pulled her sari well over her face 
and shyly went to the centre of the 
courtyard. At first she made graceful 
gestures with her hands but her 
Dody refused to tilt or bend to the 
beat of the drum. She tried for a 
while and then fled m 
embarrassment The singers did not 
conceal their disappointment. 
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After nudging and nagging a tall 
slim girl got up and went hurriedly 
to the centre At first sight she too 
faltered and hesitated, but Uien her 
limbs became supple. Her body 
turned and twisted with grace, her 
skirt swirled and her hands were 
cupped in the shape of a lotus and 
the arms turned into floating fishes. 
The singers raised the pitch of their 
voice and the drummers quickened 
the beat. The cour^ard echoed with 
rhythm and song The girl paused 
for a moment to pull the sari over 
her face and then she started again. 

"She is graceful, she is talented," 
the women said with admiration as 
they came up with their rupee 
notes, carefully taken out from 
inside the blouse. Solemnly they 
encircled tlie girl's head with the 
money and then threw it into ^e lap 
of the singers. Thus d\e evil spint 
was bribed from casting its envious 
eyes on the youthful dancer. ■ 
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Fashion 


STANDING TALL 


Fvcti the vertically challeuffeci woman can do that now with the hell) of the 
hi^h heels in the market, says Manisha Gulati 


T {iis suminor Mats havo boon 
^rlnundod in favour of tho 
tashionablo inclmo. Tho 
newest hij^hest heels are 
strappy sandals with 4" stilettoes 
and waistod 7" platforms This 
rather uncomfortable footwear is an 
aina/.in):; eviTtise in self-ioiitrol and 
one can only wonder which dare¬ 
devil designer thought of the idea 
first 


Designer Vivienne Westwcnid 
had come out with 9" stilts w>ay 
back in 1991 Her reasoning? i tigh 
shoes are like pedestals, ennobling 
the person who wears them, at their 
best when elevating already tall 
girls to Olympian heights and short 
ones to respectable ones 

Of couise, these aren't things 
you wear for a long time On health 
and safely’ grounds, high heels are 
beyond the pale. They ruin vour 
feet, causing hamm 'rtoe, bunions, 
knobbly heel spurs and worse. They 
shorten your neck to give you 
Dowager's hump. They do terrible 
things to your back, jarring the 
vertebrae at every step. They make 
you feel tired faster. 

Women who have been wearing 
them for some years claim, with 
absolute truthfulness, to hnd them 
less comfortable than flat shoes. The 
reason for this is that the tendons in 
their calf muscles, adapting to high 
heels over the years, have shrivelled 
and grow'n shorter, 

And yet higVi heels are 
aesthetically pleasing, they make the 
average leg look slimmer and 
longer. Mda wore high heels in her 
early twenties mainly because she is 
quite short and wanted extra height. 
It took her two years to get adjusted 
to flats once .she decided to come 
down to earth. 

If }’ou have been wearing high 
heels jor several years and want to 
change down to Mats, it is important 
to kick the habit gradually. Says Dr 
Rashmi Anand, 'Reduce the heel 
height by half an inch at a time and 
be patient while your body adapts " 
She then adds, "It’s all a question of 
what is in fashion When people are 



Marilyn Monroe. Always on stilettoes 


influenced by a particular celebnh' 
wearing flats, we get groaning 
women suffering horn painful lower 
back problems, fool cramps and 
aching calves, all caused by 
exchanging their high heels for flats 
ovemij^t ^ 

For anyone interested in the 
health of fneir vertebral column, the 
most villainous high heels are the 
thinnest. Spindly stiletto heels are 
no good as shock absorbers, they are 


I treachcrou.s tor ankles and can 
I easily turn the .shortest of .strolls into 
j a balancing act. 

I Clumpi' (otlen mistaken for 
j dumpy) heels distribute the weight 
I more evenly Ask Shahna/, I lusain 
1 or her daughter They have the 

■ thii kest heels, tashionably called 

■ plaftorin.s, that I'levate them about 
I ft" above .sea level — they do look 

j like they are on a different plane 

T hat doesn't go down so well with 
the men though Akhil, Mala's 
husband-.ays, “It's ncit so much the 
: height a.s the widtli of the heel that 
constitutes it as high heel' and 
iherelore sexy to me '' 

How about the time-tested lace- 
I ups with scjuare heels almost three 
mches high? " I'hev're not high heels 
in the way even very low' stilettoes 
; are " 

I So there you are platform lovers. 

I Please the men or look after your 
I own. 

Spindly heels will limit your 
' freedom dramatically They stop 
! you walking for more than 100 
I yards at a time. They are lethal 
I when running (we're not pre.suming 
1 you're trj’ing to catch a bus in a 
! pair), they re agony tor pregnant 
i women, wavrying babies or shuppmg 
j (imagine a bag of groceries, 
j toiletries, lamb chops, a designer 
i salwar kameez) bo w here does that 
i leave us? In 5" heels in discos, for 
soaalite evenings, to make an 
impact at meetings and 
presentations. 

Choreographer Proddy explain.*'., 

■ 'High heels are very bad for the 
posture Think of the dreadful way 
they make the shoulders go 
forward. We teach the girls to walk 
with their pielvis forward, tucking 
their bottom under and the 
shoulders back which can't be done 
in high heels. We encourage them to 
wear flat shoe.s or a heel of about an 
inch during practice sessions and 
even for shows. Some even go 
barefoot." 

Going by the current vogue for 
short skirts and high heels one 
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Shahna2 Husain; On a different plane with eight-inch platforms 


wouldn’t think models did 
otherwise I le disagreed, "The 
shorter the skirt, the higJier the heel 
High heels and short skirts look very 
bad." 

Fame .shoe shop in Delhi's l.ajpat 
Nagar sells an entirelj' different 
concept So many 18 to 20 year olds 
who come here have ne\'er worn 
heels before They want high 4" 
heels. They totter a hit at first 
They're sick of iHMiig tomboys These 
days even silver and gold strappv 
shoes are ver\' popular They weai 
sensible walking shoes in the 
daytime but at night they want 
heels. Basically because men like 
women in high heels. 

But there is a tendency for tall 
women to take to flat shoes iTus is 
oht'iously inspired by their wish to 
minimise any discrepancies in height 
with male companions On the other 
hand, a little heel often helps to 
avoid the little girl look (if you'm not 
a little girl), and also a sometimes 
childish way of walking Says Arpaii 
Das Gupta, 1 alwav's tell my 
girlfriend that with legs like hers she 
should only wear black tights and 
high black court shoes '' 

S ome men are prinianly concerned 
for ihe .sartorial elegance of their 
ivornen There is a \ast army that 
believes in the slimming virtues ol 


the court shoe. Anil Sethi ol Tiwo of 
liiilra has other reasons tor liking 
high heels. He- .says, T like high 
heels because thev mean a girl tan't 
run a wav trom me " Canid thinking 
Anil' 

Marilyn Monroe /.oonied in on 
this particular sort ot high heel 
appeal, v/obbling around on 


stili’ttues like 41 'plate of jello on 
; springs' as lack Lemmon quipped 
admiringly in Some Like It Hot. But 
, less admiring was the revelation that 
she used to hav^ a quarter of an inch 
I saw'n off one of her nigh heels to 
promote a more unsteady lurch and 
wobble 

The latest defence of high heels is 
] that they are a status .sy'mbol. 

■ Successful women wear them to 
teeter along the corridors of power. 

' High heels show that y'uu don't use 
public transport (only a Maruti lOUC 
or something) 

There is a new generation 
' though, which is having its cake and 
; eating it too They wear low or flat 
! shoes all the time, but change to 
' heels in the evening for the top-spin 
' they give to dancing, or for the 
I novelty or fun of being a different 
! height. However, they simply won't 
. be uncomfortable for more than ten 
minutes at a lime and carry a pair of 
; flat slippers in a drawstring bag if 
there is any doubt at all about 
' having to stray too far from their 
! place of seating. 

' Feminist Germaine Greer in the 
; final chapter of hei book Female 
1 Eutiuch urged women to ‘be 
, emancipated from the helplessness 
1 and need and walk freely upon the 
' earth that is your birthright, To 
I refuse hobbles and deformity and 
, take possession ol your body and 
glory in its powers, accepting its 
i own laws or loveliness'. 

I Heady stuff! But are any of those 
! gorgeous ladies listening? ■ 


Germaine Greer. Urging women to walk freely 
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Sketches 

SIGNIFICANT OTHER 

T'his Week: Naureen Mohammad A/hariiddin 


H ie hotter half? 

Well, you could 
fornivo her all 
loo easily it she 
had turned info hi.s hitter 
half, giwn recent events. 
Atter all, it > an'l be \ en' 
leaiiii}; to have vour 
u.sband cheat on you as 
publicly as Azhar has 
Decn (loin)’ of late with 
the tadinv actress, 
Sangecta Iti|lani 

Fspeciallv when vou 


gave up ever\ thing at tl\e 
age of lb to become" his 
child bride; and pre.sented 
him With two adorable 
sons so on atter 

So, is Naureen bitter?; It 
she IS, she is doing a darn 
ood job of hiding it 
nsconsed in Azhar's 
Banjara Hills home in 
Hyderabad, Naureen has 
the support of her 
estranged husband's 
family, and that seems to 
have nclped her cope with 
her desertion with a rare 
dignity and courage. 


All reporteis whc) trv 
and get her to slag ott 
the Indian Test caplam 
and his glamorous 
girlfriend are fobbed oM 
with .1 quiet "T am waiting 
foi mv husband to return 
home to me ' 

Any chance of that 
happening?: No way. Bijli 
seems to nave dug h*T 
taloiis into Ai'hai well and 
giKid, and thosi- vs ho have 


seen the lovebirds in 
action m T.ngland testify 
that thev appear to be 
' surgically |oined at the 
, hip Sangeeta even trav'els 
• by the team coach and is 
; a constant preseiii^' m the 
Indian team's dressing 
■ room even tfiough this 
has led to iremendous 
i heartburn in crickc'ting 
' and media circles 

i Will they live happily 
ever after?: It certainly 
: looks that wav In fact, 

'• rumour has it that Azhar 
' and Sangeeta have already 


had ii iiikkiifi, and are now 
man and wite One 
particularly scurnloiis 
veisioii goes even 
lurther. according to 
this, S.iiigeeta was 
.i1ti',ii.1' thre*' months 
pregnan; when ihe 
mai riage w as .solemnised, 
and given her condition, 
Azhar had little option hut 
to make an honest 
v\ Oman C'f her 

This si-ems highly 


unhkelv. given that this 
suppo.sed iiikiiiih' was 
.solemnised more than a 
couple ol months ago, 
and Bijli's waistline is as 
trim as '-ver 

What’s the truth, then?: 
The two are certainly 
planning on a future 
together. And Azhar is 
even said to have bought 
a fid in Bombay, into 
which he .ind Sangeeta 
w'lll move once tliey are 
legally man and wnfe. And 
this wnti, in all 
probabilit}', happen once 


I the couple are back in 
I India, after their 
I vacation in England 

I 

i But what happens to 
; Naureen?: I hi're an> 

I vontliitmg repv'rfs on 
, this issue While A.'h.ii 
I insists that Ilf has 
divorced his first w ife, 
anef has even agreed on a 
I settlement (he will, 

, app.in-nllv, give her the 
; Ranjtir.i 1 lills bungalow 
! ‘.he livfs in and U- T'-i 
] l.ikh) oth'-is iii.iinl.im Ih.il 
I . he li.is done nolhmg of 
; ! the sort 

i ! 

; ' According to them, tin 
! ■ louple are still legally 
j ; marr-ed, .ind that 
I ! Naunvn hopes that thev 
1 ! will leroiu'ile 

I I 

I i And if that doesn't work 
i I out?; Well till'll, Naureen 
I will at least be well 
I pnn ided foi With a t a.sh 
reseiveotKs 7~> lakh and 
.1 bungalow, she will never 
ever have to vvoik lor .i 
living Anil the futuri' ot 
her two sons ticmi A/lnr 
will be assured as well, 
atleast monetarily, how 
they will fare 
emotionally, however, 
remains to be seen, 

Current reports 
indicate that she will 
continue to live with 
Azhar's parents, though 
her ow'n family is said to 
he very unhappy about 
this. Her parents, who are 
livid at the way their 
daughter has been treated, 
want her to move back 
home. 

As for Azhan With the 
Indian captaincy slipping 
aw a) from his grasp even 
as his marriage collapses, 
all that he really has loft is 
Sangeeta. And we can 
only hope that she is 
worth It. ■ 



Naureen with Azharuddin in happier times 
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Anvs 

Fi/lHi’ch 21 - April 20 

IjjiU'siui wU's, lutbliu'*^ 

I .Hid jMstinii', w riliiif; 
liiHiks. oi p.iiiiliiH!; ,1 
lliii.' pu'tiiit' oi (TlMtiny, 
l)m-.li.- ,ir ,ip|i|('( lcitin;> 
tlwsi- III .lutitii! thin^'i 
will iii.iki v'lii li.i('p\ ll IS jKii ,1 tinii 
U)r IxiikIim^ .iMtl I'.iMiif* lli'.ili'is, 
iliiitiiis , psIiM-liiis .ipil I'liti'it.iinns 
will lie III llu'ii i.-l('iiiciil 

Taurus 

Aprif 21 — May i?0 

1 lu’iv will l>i* pulls 11 
piiU III rvciN 
pi>‘-sil»U' ilui'kliiin Ihil 
.i*- llii'Min, pout‘1. .itiii 
S.iiuiii < iiiisolijjiinn, 
.III’ in i‘\i r!K*ni 

|iosi(u»iiiii^^ MUi rip^’it pioj;n’--. 

.i:ul lu’.Klw.u iJi v«>wi \\(iik line] lh<' 
f ni't .iMHMs \ (III I'Kiki’ Tiin’iits ami in 
l.n\s pl«'\ an nnpniKnU pail 

€iemini 

MayC^ Juno 20 

l.tknu; a i hiim *• a ili 

VMM k (Mil M I \ 

•pci mP\ it it has ui kill 

all vuMip .11 li\ il\ 

>i*u • an ill*.. (>\ LI inJ 

’ I It I I I *. .ll Ml l\ .llUili.l s 

• iu’ I I’^lit I diu’. ti h >, III ll I «M* !i it I 
iilr.iis th.tl I an t hiin^'a’ v im.i 
I ifi nni’.laiui's i unnininn .it iimis .iikI 

I iMl.U t‘. ilMlI ll* siKi i*ss 

Cancer 

.iiino21 .July 20 

Mill'■ Ik-I|'s \ 1 III III 
I II iii’i. 11 iM'U III 

llli illl III III Vi III ilii 

ill' III' 1 >11 mil Iv 

liiuil.'J <11 intinii l.ili ll 
iis mil". iMil 

II ;>ill 1 1 Mils vv Illl 1 1 Mill shill tl\ In 
l■lllll■l^'ll III illl', i.i-.i' I liivi '1 imr II',I’, 

l.iki' iIk I'liin^i, hi' it liivr, sill, i.il Hill'll I . 
■ir hi'luiviiiiii.il p.itli'iiis 






Lea 

July 21 August 21 

^ Atti'iilidi'i rill iti's 

' iiiiiiiriil I'liiklirn 

I 

LliiilIi'n^;L‘s arl. craatiM* 

i pUlSlUts, UtV i’ .IPu 

biMulini;. miiul 
_ .ilsn lui tp Ui hiiliiiav - 
pas uMi, tiKiit anJ ctiinks il(\i>KiiMiu’ 
i‘\pu ssinns (if lid i'aiui lu'pr fi list anil 
lovalK. as lu ycMi, ihal'*- wlial lita is 
iimIIi .ill atuiiil 

- - Scplembor 22 

. (I'lnM’ ai.;aiii. cvpi lisas 
iniHinl I laiil vioik, 

: siTiiis Irstiiu’il s(» 

’ Is'lU’i up vniii 

; iiMiis f hiaiu lal aiul 
rmnlional stabilili' \iill 
hi’lp \<»in salt asUaiti VVInl wa*- li»sl 
in.n v\ I'll hi’tiM av aiaif \aii vv ill I’.aM tn 
iiiaat liiMillinas lhi»n>;li von aiv 
nialuiJoLis, ttika < .iia \v ith xluas 

Libra 

• SoplofTibor ?‘^ - Oclobm 22 

11ll* ivI'ak ii'I.ilas t(» 

! stand.lilts iJaas uml 
j I ll .iliva puisuil'' (li.il 
I ixMilil laail In pinlitaldi 
aiuaipiisa (lali.ia 

1 lli'l k l(‘t iMils. 
and ali'iiiii.'U* unna* assai V I'ljU'iiM s 
I (*.i( ll liMi* ilisi a. hat \ nil la.iiU ilaswa 
t>i I aiisa \ on .iia IfUt \\ in (tianp.a Viuii 
mimi .mil llian U > ouli1 tv* ton ki'a 

Sc€»rpm 

Oclobei 23 - - Novi'Pibur 22 

tiiini'slij '.)i .. ill*' hillin' 

• nut till* iiiil-iiili' wtiilti 
tin.till iiiiiii lti^;i'ilu'i tin 
\ Illl I hill nii'.iii. .1 
IdilllsI III hillil, ' iisl.iiiU'd 
iMiili in Iiiinii •lv^.l^ 
tiiim hiiiiK' with nil I'll! ll I'Niii'iii'iu I". 

\l III M ill ll .11 ll 1.1 Ip- .liulll'llll' I'l 
pl.i\ nil; III ihi p,.ilkTi 111 'I'.illiiisi.islii 
>iiiir n'liriU'V liiiii h.i'. |iisl hi'i;Lni 






Sagittarius 

Niivt'inbpr 23 Ortcembei 20 
\i>u h.ivo .1 triilv 
imiviTs.il poi spi'i'ti\ r 
.iiid vu’Wpinnl iind 
Vmii sviTipiilliii's .III' .IS 
hrii.ivl Kill >(<ii lOiikl 
li.ivi ,1 ||i\i hiillli- nil 
llUll h.liuts .IS till- l>]<pi>Slll' p.ll'lN' hlllM's 

ImI .Hill iiiUi ll iiiiilil hi' linii' III niiui' 

' in atli'.ist Ir.iM'l |iil\ UI tii Aiiy,iisl 2 is 
' .iiiiiiii linu- fill von 

Capric€trn 

Oecomber 2t ■ January 19 

^ 1 ^ Kaait .inJ vvnU* ami do 
' not Imla vinii 

iiiulai .) hiishal AlittU* 
opposition lo pi.ins 
shi'lild not lu* .illoivaj 
to d( »v\ n» asi V oui 
spirits july to |:ilv sliovv lha vva\ 
till- liiti* Vi ill 111! 11 M.inv < apiu oi mans 
will luMi'.idv fo vaat x'lt loiifsa I laallh 
sa*aa,viani’*i assanlial 

Aqtuirius 

January 20 - February 18 

I *M»k iH'titnd IhaMiMias 

Maka voiii iiUaniions 
ilatti bill don't flush too 
h. 111.1 \ ItUla (aia ol 
In iiilli vv iM sava a 
joi iM (•*n''ions and 
, ■•tias*- I )u not v'.o bv f’,al i u h si ht'inas or 
idaas vv hii h ti.ivc not ht«aii tluui^lit out 
liiarlv I )ii 1 hai k I.K Is and ti^^iiras Ha a 
bit \ .nition*^ 

Pisces 

rubruiiry 19 ■ ■ March 20 

I hr •.pi)lli);hl isilr.irls 
■ III |llh, pOMI'l, illllhl'l ilv, 
rmiiliHiMl poMTS iiiid 
lo.llis I sr p.isl 
I'Nprrii'iiir^ III Voili 

, lU ,iil\ aii(.i^;i lu'prrp.U'i'il 

to Will k iiiiifri pn ssiiirs .mil li'.nii lo 
iililr'i'\ inn lirii'In (lir lull ll imII 
lllt'l.illi p.i\ III hi rhn li"il .md loni 
iiiiili'i tiir .mil diirt'ss 




BIRTHDAYS 


jHfy Muon conjunclion Jupiter. s*|uare Saturn: ikineslia 
says, iHt'Hfnic r^bstacl.'s and wo. ties, you will m.irch on and 
roSquor .n the scn.s»' ol achieving objectives. 

Jufy 29: Moon conjunction No^une spalls fine time lor 
w'ntors, teachecs, editors and managers. It means your jmt 
ebons will be rewarded, l^.nty of movement for you 
Juiy jWi Sun-Saturn trine and other factors being 
tavourable in yowr personal lioroscope, .spelLs a great year for 
both achievement and joy. Love, power and pelf await you, 
JntySit Moon trine Vtmus oppo.>iition Mercury: A-s long as 
you are in absolute control in your speech and action, all is 


well. Otherwise, you could land in serious tnruble Love, 
courtships and luxuries were meant fetr you. 

AugftSt 1: Moon trine Mars mcrins fiir editors, computer 
programmers and thom^ in ad and publicity, a superb placing 
to show their undoubted talent. 

August 2: M(K>n sextilc Neptune, square Venus warns 
(ivec'-indulgence will be your enemy. Ves, ■you will have 
briJIianl ideas. But please take a trial before exe.’uting them 
August JL' Moon trine sun, coi^nction Saturn: Bodt the good 
and the bad are your lot. It is certabi that your deeds wtU be 
truly giurious. But you will also (ace Bak and opposition. 
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NOT QUITE THE 
SILK ROUTE 

Amita Malik on Con tarn Chase's neie film 


W hcnt’VtT 1 think of 

Gnularn Ghosc, 1 thmk 
of him with pride and 
affection, And I 

remember Oberhausen and Leipzig 
and the early awards he won at 
these leading documentary festivals 
I remember Maahhiwni and Hunfity 
Autumn. 1 think of him with 
affection because Gnutam has 
remained his minlest, unaffccti'd, 
dedicati'd self And pride, becaust' 
he Kis since goiw on to mapr 
features like AntarfaJi fiitra, Paai and 
the Indo-Bangiadeshi avproduction 
Padma Nadir Mafht with such 
confidence. 

Like his documentaries, his 
features have also dealt with 
burning social issues and mixed 
anger and compassior to gn*at 
dramatic effect I have admired him 
for not forsaking the dcxunwntary 
medium, as .some others have done, 
and, alKive all, for not tursaking 
idc>alism for commercdism. 

So when 1 lc*anit cif Major H.S 
Ahluwalia's gicvit coup in 
jvrsuading the Oiinese government 
to give permission to an Indian 
team to make a five-part 
documentary film on the ancient 
Silk Route and that the director 
would b«‘ C'louiam Ghose, my joy 
knew no bejunds. .Nnd it was 
moving to imd that Kan Ahluwalia. 
who had gc't a bullet in the* back on 
the last day of the Indo-Pakistan 
war of 1%5 and been crippk*d for 
life after climbing Mount Everest 
was to be part of the expi'dition. 

The fact that the president of the 
Society of the Disabled in China, Mr 
Denj» Pu Feng, w'as also the- son ol a 
top Chinese leader, tipjTcd the . 
balance in India's favour I'here 
were to be no restrictions, not even 
during the halt at Tibet. .\n exciting 
pnispect and the chance ot a lifetime 
for an Indian him maker to make a 
film which the rest of the world 
might well envy. 

If, in the event after all I have 



The Charminar in Bukhara 


said about Goutam, 1 am 
disappointed with the overall effect 
of the film, I shall document what 1 


Fur one thing, the film nct'ded 
formidable advance research by a 
learn ot top historians, 
archaeolomsts and geographers, 
whem the BBC did a programme on 
Varanasi as a religious centre, thr'y 
spent two years of research on it 1 
feel the near total dependence on 
Michael Haggiag, who also doubled 
as a narrator resulted in the film 
getting bogged down in Haggiag's 
pi'rsonai pref€rrenc»*s. In the episixle 
in Search of the Buddha, a long visit to 
Samath was uncomfortably touristy, 
with the narrator and his wife 
indulging in some trite observations 
and Inrougout mispronouncing 
Buddha as Rooda (a common 
Western mistake which Goutam 
Ghose should have airrected) and 


in an even more embarrasing 

moment, Sujata is first pronounci'd 

correctly and then the other party 

says: "No, it is Soo-juttcr." Could 

this not have been redubbed? Infact, 

! 1 think the wife of the narrator was 

j a disosh'r. 1 suspect Goutam thought 

I the presence of Western people 

j would enhance the international 

! attraction ot the film Tn the event, 

1 

the main reason fur ihe second 
episode being something ot a bon* 
was its diversion from llie Silk 
Route. I feel much moo* luuld have 
been done in the way of comments 
by disiingui.shed Indians such as 
Major Ahluwalia Anditsavns 
strange that no attempt was made to 
introduce the only woman meintvr 
of the team or let u.s have her in 
closeup. Navaz Bathena, is one of 
India's leading rallv drivers and 
could well have provided some 
cmnments on driving in such 
unfamiliar terrain at such high 

I Jeeps at Everest base camp 
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Potala Palace In Lhasa, Tibet 


dllitudos. One hopes she was not 
kepi in the bac'kgroiind because she 
was an Indian, because she was a 
much more interesting personality 
than the hnghsh woman, who was 
colourless and ivdiindant 

In llie tirsl t'pisode it is the charm 
of tlic ptxiple and the fascinating 
locale which saved the day But, 
equally, many cultural oppirlunities 
wen* lost. Having visited Doth 
Bukhara and Samarkharid more than 
once, 1 think one of the highlights of 
an>' visit is the least with tne long 
table under the grapevines with 
dishes unique to the cuisine of the 


region Since Ahkiwalia was at the 
head ot the table, it wrtainly 
deserved as much of closeups and 
detailed descriphon as the recurring 
shots of somi’lning as unromantic as 
nixidk"), once we crovsi'd the 
Chinese bolder 

1 'aking the first epi.sode as a 
Vi'hoU , il was a local folk music and 
dances (the girl daiuers mostly 
having then feel cut off urhile 
danang, a.s is the Doordatshan 
custom, but not what we e\p<*ct 
from Goutam Cihost') which bniught 
the episode alive This part of the 
commentary wan bi'tter written and 



spok«), although Art Malik is not 
very good at either Central Asian or 
Indian names. But the incidental 
music was confused, ranging from 
variations on in a Persian Market to 
generalised Western music whirfr 
did not quite fit into the locale. It 
was by and large patchy and ruit 
supportive of the visuals. 

The third sequence. Tales of the 
Silk Road, also seem(*d to linger too 
long <m Auricl Stem and other 
Western explorers who admittedly 
looted some priceless treasures. But 
it became lar too academic and long 
winded and at the expense of the 
Silk Route For that matter, one can 
still get wonderful .silk.s in Bukhara 
and suiely tliey warranted inclusion 
in the story? After this came tlie 
sequence on TiK*!, and this was, in a 
way, the highlight of the journey 
because one lias not seen much of 
libel's now order, or heard much 
about the tale of the monastries and 
the lamas. It was particularly 
comforting to see that the regime i.s 
now much less sir n't and that some 
of the destroyiH.! buildings are Iving 
renovated and young lamas are 
btnng trained in the old manner rhi.s 
sequence held interest in the .same 
way as the first and jnstple did nut 
yawl thmugli it or leave, as they did 
during the .second sitiueme 

And then the mad fmm Lhasa to 
Even's!. Sad that IIS. Ahluwalia was 


affected by the altitude and had to 
return without thi* stunning first 
view of Everest, looming like a 
Cathedral in a fold ot clouds and 
disappearing within minutiis. It 
seemed a great pity that the co- 
climber of Everest with Ahluwalia, 

11.C.S Rawat, and the grandson of 
one of the first surveyors of Everest, 
was not jH'rmittcd to make a .single 
comment although this seemed to be 
hes right. Once again the Indians had 
been bypassed. 

To sum up, I think the coverage 
was lopsided with moments of 
inten.se interest alternating with 
moments of comparative mredum. 
Made as it is for TiV, the senes lacks 
balance in its episodes. 1 think giving 
tlic mamr section of the commentary 
to Michael Ili^ia^ and more 
particularly his wire, was a mtslake 
and di'!prived the Indian members of 
the team of a chance to make 
firsthand comments during the 
expedition. 

Beyond the Htmalawa is a co¬ 
production between Clobal Arts 
noduction, tlie Youth Exploniig 
Society ot India and TAmrdaishan. 
The expedition was organised by 
YESdiainnan II.S. Ahluwaiia and 
Academia Sinica of Beijing. ■ 
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A meadow in the Garhwal Himalayas: Captured in Taka a Bnak on 003 


GOING AROUND 
THE GLOBE 

Pick your fatKmrite destination from the various travel shows 
on offer on television, says Samita Bhatia 


S o you're about to take a 

holiday? Small problem, you 
can’t cfccidr* when* to go Well, 
just tune into DD3, Star TV. 
BBC or Zee fV and get a low-down 
on what may just be the destination 
of your choice A case of a veritable 
everylhing-you-wanted-tii-know- 
about-ch<x>sinj;-the-right-holiday- 
bul-didn't-know who-to-ask. But 
n*st assurt'd that these travel shows 
won't be replete with .tny suth 
cliches Your wallet may not 
approve of a lot ot the 
recommended places, but tht'n you 
could always play the amicliair 
traveller 

Whiit IS it that you re looking 
Kir’’ A much-needed rest far from 
the pres.su res cif everyday life 
Possibly a place that’s tranquil and 
relaxing on the one hand, yet 
exciting -ind spectacularly 
enlei taining when you want it to be. 
'ilie Hccommodatitin det>ending on 
your budget should bi> from ba.sic 



BBC’s The Ttmal Show: Has class 


to first rate and the dining superb. 
The service efficient but never 
intrusive. A price that you must 
know, even if roughly in advance, 
so there aren't any unpleasant 
financial surprises during your 
hoUday. 

Looking for a sun drcnched- 
holiday on any one of the world's 
most scenic beaches, or want to 
experience the raphistication of 
Monte Carlo, or even just to kick ofl 
your shoes, relax, and have a great 
time exploring the enchanted 
islands of the eastern Caribbean 
then it's Travel Plus on Star TV, 
f loUdaif and The Travel Shau' on BBC 
that you need to tune onto. Ciiving 
you a flavour of places closer home 
are Trike a Break with Hugh and 
Colleen Gantzer on DD3 and 
Namasle India on Zee TV. 

Avid travel writers-tumed- 
producers Hugh and Colleen 
Gantzer return to the small screen 
after the success of Looking Beyond 
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writfi Hi^ and Colleen Gantzer. 

And in Tnke a Break they have 
widened the ambit of ^ show, by 
adding a lot of history and 
increasing the kind of destinations 
covered. 

NamoBte India, the travelogue 
with the difference that was 
lauiuiied cm Zee TV a year ago, has 
run through 52 very informative 
episodes. The programme came like 
a breath of frew air on television 
when all one associated with travel 
programmes were documentaries in 
stilted toiws. Suddenly diere was a 
programme that in a word spell 
iniotairunent. 

.■nie Namaste hosts revel in the 
wonder of die dratinations diey %!!, 
enjoy the pleasures of the locale and 
give you a veritable masala mix, a 
package of sights, sounds and even 
the smells of the destination. Says 
Anu Malhotra, producer-director, 
AIM Television, the creators of 
Namaste India, 'The presenters are 
seen enjoying the plao.' and around 
their experiences a loose 'story-line' 
is built up. I wanted to portray India 
wrapped in it's strengths, in its 
histo^, diversity, amazing cultures 
and traditioiw as never before, in a 
format that was tompictely 
new--evocahve vi.suals with frame 
picture post-card perfect." 

Like the Gantzers, Malhotra, too, 
teeLs that we've had a surfeit of 
information on overseas travel while 
little is available on our own loiintry. 
As the Gantzers a.sk, "How many of 
us realise that we are most at home 
in our own environment, and 
language? And there is a complete 
piaucity of information on our own 
country". That needed to be fixed 
and the Gantzers and Malhotra 
knew just what was needed to be 
done in show-casing the country. 

Accoladt's have pouted in for 
Namaste India. The prestigious Onida 
Pinnacle Award for excellence in the 
teIcvi.sion category for the Best 
Director, in non-fiction and more 
recently the Lion's Qub, Bombay 
award for the 'Best Travelogue on 
•Television'. 

In all, Namaste India has traversed 
through 80 destinations in the 
coun^ and recently made forays 
overseas giving Indians their two 
favoured destinatioixs—Dubai and 
Mauritius. Avid viewers have 
savoured the many-layered histo^ 
of Jaipur and Benares, the patriotic 
fervour of Pumab, the ethereal 
beauty of the laj, the historical cities 
of Udaipur and Mysore, the rolling 
hills and snow capped peaks at Auh 
and western Kkkim. The list of off- 



Shivani Wazlr hosting NamastB ItmHb. a travelogue with a new approach and 
(below) BBCft Under the Sun: Spirits of defiance 
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beat or lesser-known destinatioas 
has included Yuksum and Orchha, 
wild life sanctuaries at Corbett and 
Ranthambore and a quick Goa 
getaway. 

hlamaste India has not only 
succeeded in capturing the essence 
of India but has fired a feeling of 
patriotism as well. "I was 
determined to gel Indians to see 
their country portrayed and rainted 
on the best canvas," says Maihotra. 

' 'So I made sure that there were 
going to be no snake charmers, 
elepriants,t|^ws, buffaloes and even 
the done-tc^eath touristy cliches of 
the Ckilden Triangle. It had to be 
new and it had to be different from 
thi' way this country had hitherto 
been handled by programmes on 
India on international channels. 


even AIM had to do some intense 
research before presenting the 
destination—got a shot in die arm 
after the episode was aired. TTie 
number ox inquiries received by the 
Garhwal Mandal Vikas Nigam 
(GMVN) surpassed those received 
the past five years! "How many of 
us l^w that some of the winter 
sports facilities available in Auli 
compare with those in 
Switzerland?"asks Maihotra. 

bviously travelogues are more 
than popular. So will other 
channels look to such shows to 
increase viewership? 'Fhe BBC, 
which has received several proposals 
from Indian producers for new 
programmes, has a travel show 
included in its scheme of things. 




Shooting for Take a Bm^ with Hugh and Colleen (right) Gantzer 


When you look out for the negative 
points you aic bound to find them 
which IS what has been played up at 
most times. I wanted to project the 
best the place had to offer in the 20 
minutes at my disposal." 

'rhe .success of Namastc India is 
apparent from the fact that the 
channel ha.s received letters from as 
far as England stating that viewers 
had chosen India as a travel 
dt'Stinatiun only after watching 
Namaste India Maihotra adds, ' It's 
gratifying for us when we learn that 
me Punjabi community in l.undon 
wept after watching the episode on 
Fun|ab or when a deligatiun from 
Pakistan confesses to watch Namaste 
India and see India for w'hat it really 
is after all the negative fiublicity it 
normally gets on its National 
network " 

Tourism in Auli a destmation 
about which practically no 
information W'-s hitherto available- 


Says Anshuman Mishra, general 
manager, India, "People have more 
disposable income today. Besides, 
from our research and air travel 
patterns we find that a lot more 
people arc taking vacations. The 
domestic travel industry has 
changed dramatically over the last 
10 years and even the hospitality 
sector is expanding all the time." 

Mi.shra .says that their 
programme will be a mix while 
primarily targeting the domestic 
traveller it "must nave a global 
appeal in keeping with the BBC 

f »rofile,"he danfies. Quite Namaste 
ndta-esque, viewers can finally see 
destinations with price tags they can 
identify with on the BBC. "Off-beat 
places, touristy destinations and 
adventure travel will be looked at 
nctively," says Mishra. 

Defending programmes like 
Halida^ or TIu Trm>el ^htnv that 
explore the most exotic places at 


eiroally exotic prices, he says, 
"Actually the BBC London gets a lot 
of inquiries from India on the 
destinations covered on the show. 
The interest is obviously there. On 
the other hand there's always the 
armchair traveller who loves to sec 
what the world looks like even if he 
can't go there!" 

And hopefully this time round, 
the BBC wiU redeem itself and not 
hard-sell India as the enchanted land 
of elephants and snake charmers. 
Mishra smiles, "We will be looking 
at a reputed Indian producer to do 
the show. Surely he or she won't 
slam India. Besides any negativity 
that may have filtered through in the 
past has never been intentional." 

Though there’s the BBC 
pronamme hot in the pipeline, 
Maihotra is not too sure if many 
other channels will look at travel 
prnuammes very seriously. She 
explams, "For one, the shows are 
extremely difficult and expensive to 
produce. While game shows can 
pack five episodes a day and soaps 
shoot for one complete episode in 
the same time .span, one destination 
on a travel show takes four to five 
days to shtKit. The Sangla Valley, fur 
example, took us eight days to can. 
There are huge travel expenses and 
the innumerable permissions that 
must be sought can be very 
daunting. At the end of the day 
niche programmes like travel shows 
simply don't get sponsors." 

While the viewership and thus 
the respon.se is "fabulous"and Zee 
TV receives 5,000-10,000 letters 
pertaining to Namaste India in a 
week, while each episode on Zee's 
Dak Ghar invariably has innumerable 
queries on Namaste India, its 
Television Rating Point (TRP) scores 
continue to be low. Maihotra 
explains, "It's an Engh-sh 
programme on a Hindi channel and 
that's the big problem. "So next time 
round when Namaste India resumes 
shooting after the monsoons 
(meanvmile episodes that have 
^ready been telecast are being 
repeated), you may well .see its very 
Hindi avtaar 

But no matter what language 
they are in, travel shows are here to 
slay. And as India becomes more and 
more integrated into the global 
village, and people's disposable 
incomes go up, the travel bug is 
bound to bite a larger numbn of 
people. And when they begin 
planning their vacations, guess what 
they’ll do? 

Yes, you’re right! They will tune 
into the various travel shows to find 
out what they have to offer. ■ 
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Ayurveda the science of life, has stood the test of time 
for well over 2,000 years. Ayurveda is a legacy from 
India's glorious past when the Rishis had mastered 
the secrets of nature for the benefit of mankind 
Vtcco Vajradanti Paste is the original Ayurvedic 
paste Vicco cares for your mouth - 
effective, active, totally natural. Vicco is for healthy 
gums & firm teeth. Every tube of Vicco contains 20 
pure herbal extracts long established by Ayurvedic 
herbal traditions to be good for teeth, mouth S 
gums Ayurvedic practiK, centuries old, 
actively involves, those elements in nature most beneficial 
to the individuals Vicco Paste is made from herbs, 
barks, roots & flowers... no artificial ingredients, no harsh 
abrasives or fluorides. Just the-best ingredients 
for disorders of gums & teeth Vkxo's concentrated 
formula lasts longer and tastes great. 

Vicco is worldwide favourite for decades 
Vicco is vegan No Animal ingredients 

Vicco Products: Naturai-Nitunlly better. 
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Dadar, Bombay-400014, India. 













jeclally your favourite DuKe 
|hlrt. So comrortln|>, that It's 
|rd to give up. even while 
bditatins. The exquisite fabric 
Inds with International styling 
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make It quite Irresistable, even to 
the most ascetic. Now choose from 
a colourful range of plains, stripes, 
prints and Jacquards. And be on 
your way to Nirvana. 
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Her Crowniiig 

do^ 

■jig Pmbkm tuid beatay.mre 
fte tiw indastnes wmcii 
ti>v« iindei|mne a meta- 
inoiidUca] onange in India 
In fecent yean; conse- 
qqendy, mere is ajprolifia^ 
ation of bfeauty sahxis and 
faddcm boutit^ies in dw 
metros cater^ to die ridi 
and not^so-iicnbut bendy 
class of people ('Let Your 
Hair Down, June 9). 

Undoubtedly, hair is a 
woman's most valuable 
asset as it frames her vis- 
am and the kind of style 
she sports can either 
bansroim her face to a 
beautiful one or totally 
mar her appearance. Vet, 
women, in da; past, often 
neglect^ this important 
aspect of grooming. 

But thanks to the 
boom in beauty business 
and the foray of imported 
cosmetics, all women 
have become careful of 
appearances. Ixxdiing 
beautiful is not only aes- 
dietically pleasing wt 
adds a lot of confidence to 
the persona. 

Sarmiathii Smgupta, 
Calcutta 

■ Beauty care has 
become almost a craze 
nowadays widi women 
trying out various lotions 



A hairailylo from HabBtls 

and herbal wonders to 
enhance dieir beauty. 
Cone are die days vmen 
die grandmother mas¬ 
saged hot (hI onto 1^ 
scalp of the yoiuig grand 
dau^ter in the hope diat 
she would have loi^ 
oivknis tresses. Shmucai, 
ritiut, amia were sexme 6f 
die i4d favourites for hair 
care. Ilie only reason why 
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not hirdrig tfone to griroin 
dkenisietves-AD fhey have 
to do is go to die neaieat 
shop ttia pidk up die 
beaidy aSoB of meiri 


beauty 
GmtgaaKojfk 
CtIcHtta 


'needs. 


they fell out of use widt 
the modem generation 
was dieir time-consuming 
implication process. But 
tIuBiks to modem cosmet¬ 
ic cooipanies women can 
have the best of beauty 
and herbal care packaged 
scientificalty in easy-to- 
hrundle botties and |ar$. 

So, women have no rea¬ 
son to complaint about 


■ HiaidcyoufoMrdiebK- 
ful of iriformation on hair 
care and stylit^ Habto's 
was particulaify mteiest- 
ii« 

httOum, 

Durgapur 

■ 1)10 tips offered by the 
beauticians were most 
helpful but you listed 
only those salons which 
are b^ond the reach of 
the middle-class. 

It is iust out of die 
auestiem for a middle- 
dasd housewife to get h^ 
hair shampooed forRs 
100. She would radier 
spend that on some essen- 
tul items that her family 
may need. 

Parfiui Prmtim ModtA, 

Howrah 

■ The kind of beauty 
parkmis that you men¬ 
tioned were five-star. 
Obviously, die people 
who patronise these 
salons have that kind of a 
rich Ufestjde. 

So, doesn't it follow 
that to look beautiful you 
must also be rich? 
Anmdkmti 
Calcutta 
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RITU BERl is now a big name in fashion; the 
Indian contingent for the Atlanta Olympics will 
be seen in some of her creations. 
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MEET RUPIKA Chawla, one of India's best- 
known art restorers. 
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At 28 years of age, Ritu has achieved much. The designer who 
had dreamt once of growing up to be a doctor, turns many a 
head wherever she goes. Some even go as far as to say that she 
could have been a model with as much oomph. Her good 
looks and semi-celebrity status get her noticed, but "not 
hounded" she adds, with a touch of relief. 

If a cluster of diamonds and emeralds twinkle on her 
fingers it's not because there's a special person in her life. / 
She hastens to dispel any such misconception, "They are H 
just extravagant birthday presents," she clarifies. "I don’t 
have anybody in my life but I'd love to have somebody in 
it. But 1 do believe that relationships can be a very 
beautiful part of life, it’s very important to share your 
feelings, thoughts, successes, failures with somebody 
special. Makes life more livable." 

The special friends in her life are few and far between 
she says. A very private person other than her three 
best' friends there are few others with whom she'd 
share her secrets. She loves her own company, is 
definitely not a party animal and abhors making 
inane conversation at gatherings, "And isn't that 
exactly what one ends up doing at parties?" she 
asks. 

A Taurian, and she confesses, a very "strong minded" W 
one at that, she enjoys reading fashion magazines and ^ 
watching movies. Often she buries herself in the poetry 
of Khalil Gibran. But that's when she’s not reading 
boolcs of her favourite author, John Grisham. An J 
outdoors person, she loves travelling and when back ■ 
home she's frequently spotted at her favourite 
restaurants; Ego or La Piazza at the Hyatt Regency A 
Hotel. B 

She may not be particularly social, but that doesn't ^A 
stop others from seeking her and her designs out. 

Her Lavanya label has been a sell-out at 'Liberty', 
the up-market department store on London's \ 

Regent Street and Rchana's on Green Street. Her ^^^A ' 
couture line has traversed choppy oceans to find ^^^B 
clients in New Jersey's 'Silk Heritage’. Back home 
her showrooms in the capital are thronged by ^^^AB 
Ritu Bert's design for the Indian contingent at the Atlanta Olympics 












Satin sari and embroidered blouse: 
Crafted by Ritu for the Olympics 

college girls on tho 
lookout for 'something trendy' in her 
shop, whik' brides-to-be hunt for the 
right outfit to get married in at her 
first-floor boutique—the hefty price 
tags notwithstanding. 

Beri has dressed up many a woman 
in elaborate ethnic and western attire, 
but you'll fmd her casually dressed 
most of the time She explains with a 
shrug and a winsome smile, "While I 
do wear a lot of my own clothes, 1 am 
so busy designing for others that I 
tend to neglect myself and end up 
wearing very simple stuff " 

B eri has come a long way—and 
appears to have taken little time in 
doing so—con-sidering that she got 
into fashion designing quite by 
accident, and "in hindsight, primarily 
due to a lack of anything better to do" 
Says Beri, "1 got a flavour of colours 
from my mother who has an amazing 
sense of dressing and a sense of 
fastidiousness about clothes from my 
father." And given the paucity of 
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wearable designer clothes in the 
market, Ritu twgan designing outfits 
for herself whim inevitably led to her 
creating clothes for her friimds. And it 
wasn't long before that she was in 
business. 

However, there is a vast difference 
between designing on paper and 
creating a great outfit "After terrible 
experiences with dealing with cutters 
and tailors, i decided that I needed 
formal training," she recalls. So, in 
1988, this Delhi University student 
who had discarded the idea of 
studying medicine "not wanting to 
spend a lifefime working with illness" 
joined the newly-estublishtxl National 
InsUtute of Fashion Technology 

Special T-shirts for animal lovers: From 


(NIFT). 

NIFT, whidi was then affiliated to 
the Fashion Institute of Technology 
(FIT) of New York, trained Beri well. 
The concept of 'fashion', she says, 
actually arrived in the country with 
NIFT coming to India. Due to its 
assodation with FIT, a lot of the 
faculty in the first few years hailed 
from New York. This jdforded her 
vital exposure to the West and gave 
her a perception that transcended the 
Indian scenario. "Today NIFT has 
innumerable branches all over the 
muntry and it is trying to reach out to 
as many people as it possibly can. 
However, we still need plenty of such 
other institutes," she says. 

Ritu 





And the result of her NIFT training 
was Lavanya, her personalised 
designer label, wim creations that are 
an extension of her own self. Not 
surprising for, loosely translated, 
Lavanya means charm which she has 
oodles of. 

But how does Beri put a collection 
together? 

Says Beri, "I design by impulse, and 
with die sudden in^iration that 
makes me scribble designs on paper at 
all odd hours aiul in the most unlikely 
of places. If I were to consciously get 
down to work at a collectioa 1 rould 
have never been able to bring out the 
best in myself. An effort at putting it 
together ends up making the creative 
process very mechanical and 
uninspired. I work best when 1 allow 
my thought process to run free at all 
times—right from the time 1 wake up 
in the morning, to the time I call it a 
day. The stimulus i.s the atmosphere 
around me. Designing is all about 
moods, if I'm feeling a particular way 
then it reflects on my dodies. 
Otherwise 1 could just .sit and try as 
hard as 1 can and get nowhere." 

An inspiied Ben had returned from 
Frantv last year, charged with the 
concept of doing something different. 

' Framv Mesjmounf was the result — 
her Fall Winter collcchon’95 

"For a do.signer everything has to be 
in-spired," explains Ritu. "If it'.i 
flowers at one .stage then there'll be 
i-ollectioas that take on the flower 
motifs in a huge way So you've got to 
be inspired by a particular look and 
it's important to find inspiration from 
a particular motif and adapt it the way 


Ritu: Fond of casual outfits 




The young designer Beautiful and successftil 


you think best. Last year 1 took my 
inspiration from French designs." 

The latest on offer from Ben's 
workshops is a very basic collection. 
It's a mix-and-match of trousers, long 
dresses, shift diesses, and basic 
blouses that you just knot up with 
jeans. The evenmg look is complete 
with a lot of Frenm lace and chiffon. 

I Says Beri, "Since I enjoy the craft of 
" what I do—the fitting of dw clotlies, 
draping of the fabrics, making 


patterns—this last collection has 
highlighted all these elements," .she 
explains. There are halter blouses, 
^ort printed skirts, w'rap blouses, 
cross strap dresses, tunics with 
embroidery and even s,an.s "1 love 
enibioideiy which is why a lot of my 
clothes are heavily embroidered " But 
what the designer does nvii do is .show 
too much skin A conservative 
designer, she firmly believes that a 
women doesn't have ti> look like a 
billboard to show her as-sets 
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primarily a designer creates 
outfitH for women, Ben does men's 
dothes strictly on order. She has 
dressed many ft bridegroom in 
achkans, kurta-pyjamasand 
churidar-kurtas. And this is an area 
where she's not likely to step into 
either, for as she explains: "1 don't 
dabble in men's lines for I fed that 
men are not adventurous enough. I'd 
love to go wild and give them an 
orange jacket, but I don't think they 
are ready for it." 


TA 7h^ Beri is not designing for dte 
VV glitterati she turns high fashion 
to something even more ba^c—a tool 
to sensitise people towards animals. 
Animals have been her first love going 
by the fact that she has not just grown 
up %vilh a cuddly poodi or purring 
kitten—she's nm through b pretty 
unconventional catalogue: a monkey, 
a squirrel, a parrot and lots of chicks, 
besides. 

"Given a choice I would rather 
reach out to an animal than a human 
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For the Olympics: Qiic and elegant 

being if the two needed help. That's 
because the treatment meted out to 
animals, on the one hand, and their 
own helplessness on the other, really 
disturbs me The best way 1 could help 
them was to u.se my creativity to 
convey a very important message— 
that animal abuse must be fought at a 
war footing. Besides protecting them, 
we must give them the love and 
attention which they rightly deserve," 
she say.s emotionally. 

This 'feeling' for animals has been 
translated into designer-items for 
Maneka Gandhi's voluntary 
organisation 'People for Animals' So 
there are T-shirts and mugs that 
declare 'Animals are People too' — 
products tiiat will find their way into 
all Archies galleries and other select 
.stores in the near future. With 'Caniq$ 
means Glaring' as the motto, the 
collection extends to caps, mugs, 
notepads, postcards, pens and key 
chains. For tcxidlers there are stuffed 
toys and for children posters and 
geometry boxes. 

Besides the fact that tiie collection is 
replete with figures of animals for 
whom extinction Icxims large, the line 
is unusual in its choice of materials. So 
there are leather substitutes, fake fur, 
cotton, acrylic and even paper—all of 
which do not require the killing of 
animals. At tiie end of tiic days the 
funds tiiat the product line will raise 
through its sales will be instrumental 
in establishing additional animal care 
centres throu^out India. 

While she has a keen interest in 
animals, Beri is quick to point out that 
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With Maneka Gandhi at an exhibition on animal-friendly products for the organisation, People for Animals 


sho's ceilamly not an animal nghts 
attivisl. She says, "Mrs Gandhi 
app' ‘lached me to design some 
T-shirts tor People for Aiiimals The 
idea was to create an awareness about 
the organisation which has been 
actively tryirc, to spread the message 
that animals are people too " 

Bon adds, "I didn't do this with 
Maneka or any other particular 
person in mind, I did it with a heart 
and great love towards animals. But as 
It happens the only person who I think 
IS working actively tor animals is 
Maneka Gandhi.” 

T rend.s have changed drastically' 
over the years and fashion has 
evolved as a way of life. Beri, for 
instance, has observed that people no 
longer dre.ss up for a special occasion 
— they want to look Ineir best every 
moment of the day. They are dressing 
to suit their personalities and not just 
in what is 'in' While designerwear 
may not be the only component of 
being up-to-date or fashionable. 


top-of-the-line designers have found a 
flourishing market in Ihe country 

But Ben feels that they still have a 
long way to go, "Though we're doing 
great, I think that the boom in Indian 
fashion is still to come. It will arrive 
when we filter down to the masses 
maybe five years from now'' 

The masses? Does she seriously 
think that with the kind of priais that 
designers charge, they will ever be 
bought by normal middle class folk? 

But Ben has her defence ready. 
"The price ot designerwear depends 
on outfit to outfit," she says. "It's a 
fallacy that all designer clothes are 
exorbitantly priced. While they may 
be slightly more expensive than 
garments that are not strictly known 
labels, the wearer can be sure of 
exclusivity and of getting his or her 
money's worth. Such outfits can see 
you through many seasons without 
looking outdated.” 

Some of Ritu's clients would 
corroborate her view, for outfits from 
her organdy collection of three 


summers ago still draw rave 
comments at p,irties. Ritu's ow'n 
prices start at 

Rs 1,200 (to some a modest price to 
pay) and inch up to over Rs I lakh. 
One of the show-stoppers of an earlier 
bridal collection was priced at Rs 1.2'> 
lakh. However, an important part of 
her range includes lines for young 
college or single girls that are both 
affordable and versatile. 

While our home-grown designers 
have carved a niche for themselves m 
the domestic scenario, do they stand a 
chance in the mtematicmal tashion 
Mecras, the catwalks ot Milan, Pans or 
London? 

Somehow one is not \ onvinced on 
this score despite Tarun TahiliaiiTs 
designing a salwar kamee/ for 
Jemima Khan nee Goldsmith for what 
was dubbed to be the wedding of the 
year (the outfit was rejected by 
Jemima, who went with Bruce 
Oldfield eventually) Given the fact 
that Indian designers continue to plod 
along with a host ot outdated 




machines and that is 

crying out to be upgraded? And this, 
with the kind ol manpower which is 
perhaps just not conducive to 
producing t.]uality that t .111 vie witli 
international standards 

Bon concuis that one ot the major 
stumbling blocks in the business of 
creating t lothes is the complete lack of 
mfrastructuie m the country • - a 
problem that she's trying lo 
overcome Though the country 
affords a groat degree of 
craftsmansrap,,a large majority of 
them Bengali-Muslims from Calcutta, 
th«* levels i>f literaiy dcm'l seem to 


Beri: Caring for animals 




I match. "If our craftsmen were trained, 
I our quality would impiovc twice 
g over I've gone crazy trying to tell my 
I embroiderers to keep tneir work 
environment clean, and to work with 
clean hands If I work with while it 
comes back each time looking cream!" 
she says with a touch of exasperation. 

Though she's into exports in a big 
way Beri feels that given the nght 
work environment she could do 
miracles with her collections. The ball 
has already been set roiling and Beri is 
in the process of changing the 
machines her craftsmen work on "But 
any dra.stic overhaul of a system take's 
time to bear fruit It is going to be 
tedious and time-consuming to 
educate my craftsmen about how 
things must be done " 

Ben is, in fact, quite despondent 
about the environment m which 
fashion designers find themselves 
working in, as it puls them at a 
disadvantage in the iiitei national 
rink "I would rate Imtian designers 
-- and that iiuiude.s me -— on the 
international scenario m two ways 
The first, in the creativity department 1 
would rate us as 8/ Ills, but in terms of 
professionalism and quality, we 
wouldn't hope to gel moh* than 4/10. 
No, I don't think we've arriv’ed yet, for 
we are very gooci with our traditional 
clothes but when it comes to Western 
clothes we are way behind If we had 
to sell our Westc'rn clothes abroad I 
don't think we stand a chance " 

And what of international labels 
that have set up .shop in India? 

General impression rules that most 
international designer labels that have 
arrived in the country over the past 
tew years have not creatc'd the wave 
that they wete expected to 'The 
roa.sons are quite clear, says Ritu "The 
tashion that these labels pre'-sent in 
India is outdated as they probably 
expected Indians to accept everything 
that was thrown their way. The prices, 
on the other hand, are phenomenal." 

However, the designers .she would 
like to see c»n Indian .soil are Giorgio 
Armani and Calvin Klein She 
explains, "The ir collections have all 
that young people are looking for 
today — they are trendy and nave 
loads of mass appeal " 

And what of the future? She says 
with a lop-sided grin: "I don't believe 
in five year plans or deciding on 
things for the future 1 don't believe in 
deciciing what I would like to do years 
hence. What is on the agenda must be 
done today, tor I don't know if I'l! live 
till tomorrow. So 1 must live every 
moment of my life to the hilt" ■ 
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March 21 - April 20 

.'.. "■ luini’sli.i sius ii iicws 

imsmliTpri.’t(.'d, iKi 
Mill iHilliiT inui'h Dll 
I cUid .jHit Auj;iisI 4 , it 
Lk.irsup Now tii'h nrul 
I'liiitriKt^ jn’ di’linitolv 
1 'll till (ilids 111 Sii> ihi-locist 1 Inuso w'lll 
I'lOod \iiui iiltoiUion loi loniw.iliiin .iiul 
doriirjtiiHi. ‘.o will paionls >ind tho 
I'ldorlv 

Taurus 

April 21 — May 20 

lako i.iio ill iho Hills 
' j^i illio'. (ir olsi’ ivm k 
\i ill pill’ lip Inwards iho 

wis'ki-iid I III mmip, 

• iii.is iii>l 1 h“ as i>,is\ a.s 
all dial and \i>il w ill 
liavo In ho lanlmiis in voiii doaliii(;s 
Willi pmplo \niitlioi inilslandinj,’, Iwnd 
will hi' tiipsaiiil Ill's ll•ndlVl'^>lls and 
llll•^■llm',• 

Gemini 

May 21 - June 20 

kli.iiiios ii> nnp'iivi' 
\iiui siHia! slandiiij; 

1 rii nds, )i»h 
oppnrlumtios 'ml 
lan i'i will liHiiio 
pniininonllv this wook 
^^^al onuilimis w'llI ho doopk arnilsod 
and laio niiisl ho takoii in ni.itlors nl 
llio hoail I'aiiiilv nu'inhois and 
hionds lako up vour hmo 

Cancer 

June 21 • July 20 

I * »'-» ■ I ho niimn's tirsi 

i 1 ■; i|naitor tnraliws vniii 

I I poisniial maltors, lios, 

j I attiludi's and idiMs l>o 

I pationi and smiahlo 

L and dll not liavo 

proLunivivod iintions fin llio plus sido, 
you will tnako aniplo pnij»ross in ivoik 
and should haio position ol 
ion.sidoraL-lo importamo 



\Leo 

I July 21 — August 21 
■ I - ■ ■ j You will ho roaohing 

'' * } mil III poopio and 

j dotinitok yioin^ plaoos 
! Ho iiptiinistii, and do 
j pill III youi host ottorls 
; tor things to work out 
i smoolhlv, lor lho\ ultiinatok will in iho 
I ond 1 lioio IS a strong oinph4isis on 
i oollahoiatioii.s, tios .ontraol'.. lonlaols, 

I lollois, lalls, ads and llvors 


r&o 

lusf 22 - 


• Augu^ 22 - September 22 

' You w ill hi'go ing a lot 
I ol inipiii tamo to 
I ihiMion hohhios. hips, 

' lios rosoan h and 
I SOI lalising Ihosowill 
holp soil lo win tiionds 
' and m.iko things oasioi tor you 
1 inaiiios will ho cnmal on August l-S 
j It w I'Lild ho a i> iso piMii'v til i-ntortiiin 
\ aiiil ho Irioiidh 

Libra 

September 23 - October 2? 

ll IS nooo-saiy toi Vi>u 
■ to bo ostroniolv 

{ X JSk. I I autious and patient 111 
I { vinir di-alings with 

1 i ■■ & ^ I poopio ['oi that will 
I. iilliiTiatolv hold you in 

' giioil stoad it Is not altogotlior an 
; impossibli''ato iluin ^ou^ liionds, woll 

I wishois and swoothoarls will stand by 
i you assiiros (..aiiLshii 

[Scorpio 

. October 23 — November 22 

!; r«n ' ’ I k'not tiiko things loi 

'' I*” 'ou will 

liavo lo work hard to 
I- ■ aihiovo your dosiiod 

II . goals 1 1 rsl two da vs of 

IL.. _ ___J 'his ivivk IS host till 

I gotling woik dono Tots and yoiii ow ii 
j hoallh ni’od inimodiato caio You oimld 
I iiidulgo in a houl ol sooialising as Inonds 
I will ho niitol holptui during this phaso 



Sagittarius 

. November 23 — December 20 
' i A I approach towaids 

'! ''**0' 

, i wOj^m \ positwi' and that may 
' 1 I f,, your ailvanlago in 

tho long run. Children, 
idoas, oivalivo uso ol 
j things, iiivi'ntiotis and schomos to got 
I Mill guii'k aio what tho wrtvk is all 
I about Dmi't got workod up it poople 
I don't soo ovo to ovi with you 

i Capricorn 

I December 21 - January 19 

II ^ip»v limo to work hard and 

' pul III that oxtra ohort 
I Ba V ' hoi'auso that is what 
I liolp vou gam an 
I odgo ovor your rivals 

1 Koinomboi, thoro is no 

I short vLils lor sucioss i'amily inattors 
! could gi't vou down, unless you are 
! laiohil Hoiillh ol oldors, pi)s.sihly in- 
' laws could got viiu winriod 

Aquarius 

‘ January 20 — February 18 

' I Do pay allontion to the 
! kind ot poopio you mix 
j witii. Niwvs. contacts, 

' lonlracts, inos-sagos, 

I publiiitv voiiluros and 
.1 travel should play an 
I importani rolo tor you 'Inps and tics, 

; and a kiuili of loinamo complete tho 
I sci-no This IS also tho tune to take rare 
; ot ponding rnattois, 

'Pisces 

, Feoruary 19 — March 20 

You must try lo bi' 
latioiial or oLsi' things 
will go out o( control 
This IS a w'ls-k loi 
i buying, soiling, 

' lonovatioii, docoration, 
siH'ialising^ iinpoit and export. Pay 
I alU-iition to ileoJs anil dm'umonts when 
' till V .uo being sigiu d Vou win trionds 
i easily Kol> i>n thoin 



BIRTHDAYS 


Aitgust 4: Moon siHiare Nuptiute^ says Canesha, tnighl 
mislead you be it 3n Hnancr, romance or just plain cewnmon 
sense. Change of work or at least pace are foretold, 
difijgiisc 5: Moon trine Jupiten Mars square Sahm*, means 
you should beware of accidmds, sadden expenses and fanuly 
disturbances. 

August dt Mercury sextUe Mars i» excellent for lovers, 
poets; entrepreneurs, fashion designers, architects, 
housewives and sportsmen. 

Augstst 7: Mercury trine lupiter is an exedient placing for 
those who have to use hands or words to get work done. 


earn a living or entertain. Many of your oteessions will tie . < 
realised and thus you will get over tlwm. 

At^^st 3: Muon suvtile sun meaas you will have a few '. * 
opporlunitkrs lo push ahead. That very obvioudy depends 7' 
completely upon you. 

AugfliSi 9‘ No strong a.spe('t. That means feaedom to do . 
your own thing, be all that you want U> be- Friends wfU j 
by you. ■' 

August I€e Moon conjunction Venus-Mars indicates dw , '. ■! 

home could well be where the action really ts. Expenses aifei- ' 
innovahons an? certain-Do pirqaare lo travel. 
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Calcutta — City of Every 
Contrast 

ali and communism, Vivekananda 
and vamps Radicals on their way to 
revolutionary meetings in rick¬ 
shaws. The greatest poverty and the 
greatest wealth. The giants t>f com¬ 
munism and of capitalism. Bankim 
Chandra and Bhappi The narrowest 
insularity and the widest universali¬ 
ty Marx and Moon Moon Ram 
Mohan Roy and Sc^nagachi. Tycoons 
and Mother Teresa. Clubby convivi¬ 
ality and raging revolts. Tagore and 
trams Netaji and nightclubs. 
Calcutta, contradictory Calcutta, a 
peaceful onomatopoeia 

The great Indian renaissance in 
matters of the spirit, religion, social 
more.s, culture, industry — all have 
atleast some of their seeds here. If 
the curse of colonialism was mo.st 
strongly rooted her*', many of the 
boldest, most passionate, earliest 
advocates of independence during 
this century also sprang up here. 

The great Indian glory that has flow¬ 
ered and fallen .so many times over 
the millennia owes several of the 
first stirrings of its latest incarnation 
to now forgotten back streets and 
crumbling nomes in this city of 
every contrast 

My family lived here when I was 
a child and I spent long summer 
vacations here every year, so I have 
a natural nostalgia. I visited it once 
after that, but I returned after some 
15 years. 

Much has changed It's a greatly 
more affluent city, kir one. But its 
.soul is intact—that ability to be 
civilised yet supercilious, cultured 
yet passionate. I always felt this pas¬ 
sion to be unique, even if it was for 
taking it easy. Only the Calcuttan 
coulcTbc inten.se about being lazy. 
And where else on earth would you 
find a respectful revolutionary? But 


tor all its genuine fervour, dedica¬ 
tion and idealism, the city, even in 
the wor‘'.e days of turmoil and vio¬ 
lence and sudden death , was never 
a sad, fear-ridden, desolate place 
where the heart became a moon¬ 
scape The restaurants were envied 
for their music and cuisine, the 
ladies of Calcutta were legendary 
through all of Asia and the clubs set 



Netaji International Airport, Calcutta: The right terminal in the right city to start an art gallery 



the social paw even among the radi¬ 
cal leaders. Only here could 
Comrade Ka'i be warmly e.scorted 
by atheists for an evening drink 
with devout money worsnippers 
The rea.son no one realises how 
unusual the whole thing is because 
it appears so normal here. 

Among the changes is a new ter¬ 
minal building at the airport with 
which I am inordinately impressed. 
It's immaculately maintained and 
has what appears to be colourful 
Agnis hanging from its roof Good 
idea. Anyone making nasty cracks 
about the city gets tied to one and 
shot in the general direction ot 
Pakistan But the Netaji Airport is 
the nght terminal in the right city in 
which to start an art gallery which I 
think might be beneficial to all con¬ 
cerned, potential buyers and sellers 
If it works here, other airports can 
follow. 

I had gone to interview Sunil 
Oangopadhyay, Bengal's greatest 
living writer, and everything 1 saw 
returned me to my youth. The signs 
in Bengali were no longer intelligi¬ 
ble, but the first language 1 learned 
to write in Asansol was Bengali 1 
Still remember having nightmares 
when I was intniduced to Pet kata 
Sha, literally translated as the alpha¬ 
bet Sha witn its stomach .slit, that 
mix of rhyme and revolution at 
which Bengalis an* so good 

Driving through Ho Chi Minh 
Street reminded me that it had been 

13 








South Indian priests performing rites at a temple 


so named during the Vietnam War 
It was a sensitively chosen name, 
since the street is greet'd by the pres¬ 
ence of the US Consulate And I 
remembered seeing that giant, 
familiar structure, that the I lowrah 
Bridge had always seemed to have 
something personal against me 
Whenever I arrived from school, 
there would be a huge traffic jam on 
It on my way home And whenever 1 
was tearfully leaving for my hostel, 
the damn thing was like the auto¬ 
bahn. It's a structure redolent with 
legends and history though not suffi¬ 
ciently appreciatecl worldwide I 
mean, imagine the fate of the book, if 
Vikram Setn's magnum opus had 
been called Jloxrrah Biidji’c instead of 
Golden Cate. 

The Ambassador car, .so sturdy, 
reliable, quite possibly elern.il, on 
which 1 first learned to drive ijuile 
illegally on the Strand, is still a dom¬ 
inant presence. The traffic jams con¬ 
tinue and I speculated whothei the 
ones I saw were the same ones I had 
seen 15 years ago, nothing having 
moved an inch 

The delirious inti rest the city has 
in the arts continues When Sunilifw 
stepped out with us, he was routmi’- 
ly asKod for his autograph on the 
street. Only in Calcutta In every 
other place, a writer's autograph is 
usually sought eagerly only when it 
is on a cheque And most reassuring 
ly, to show that not that much has 
cinanged, everybody still grumbles 
enviously about the Marwaris 

■Hie flights to and from Uelhi 
demonstrated how all the airlines 
are competing by finding ways to 
feed the pa.ssengers at virtually 
every moment &)on, I expect a lime. 


when pretty airhostesses will be lac¬ 
ing up and down the aisle, hair 
dishevelled, eyes bla/.ing 

Don't chew," one would hark, 
"there's no lime, lust swalloiv" 
"This one can't drink his juice, 
tea, coffee and water simullaneotis- 
ly," another would shriek 

T-eed him inliavenously," the 
senior one would order 

"It has been a long, Ib-minute 
flight," one would gasp, Tve man¬ 
aged to fi'ed my lot breakfast, lunch, 
lea and dinner, but we're landing, so 
how do I give them their snacksV' 
"Stuff it in their ears while 
thev're waiting for their baggage " 
Anyw'ay, it's a great improve- 
mi-nf over the earlier days in every 
way 

Punjabi Suits and Puris Invade 
the South 

I've just leturned fre.m the week 
long trip to the Konkan and to 
Madras, my first to either place, and 
I'm full of initial impressions 
For one, the salwar kameez, or 
Pimjabi suit as it's c,illed every¬ 
where. has become the national 
dress of Indian women. Why could¬ 
n't the original Sxveety/i have 
thought of Hot Pants? And while the 
places themselves are flourishing, 
with rura' Karnataka being particu¬ 
larly impressive, compared to the 
poverty and chaos of their Northern 
counterparts, the ways of getting 
them have not impnived sufficiently. 
While airport terminals arc physical¬ 
ly impressive, their services are not 
acccHitable 

But the difference between the 
city and the small town has almost 
completely gone. One sign is the 
guest register at the quite fancy five- 


storey Sharon Hotel at Coondapur, a 
trhsil town three hours drive from 
Mangalore It sternly asks. 
Relationship with other occupants 
of loom, niale/temale " Hey, guys, 
they re .swinging in Coimdapiir 

It IS now apparently required by 
law tor anj-one going ne.ir 
Mangalore to explain with rising irri¬ 
tation to his friends, a minimum ot 
at least five time.s, "No, no, not 
Bangalore. I'm not going to 
Bangalore. I'm going to Mangalore, 
Mangalore " It's like conversations 
use to be on prc-liberalisation long- 
di.stance phone calls 

Another .sign ot change is that at 
a restaurant in Udupi, the town 
being, synonymous with South 
Indian food, there were no masala 
ilosas Wc could, however, have as 
many /u/ris as we wanted, with what 
was called h’lee And a final sign of 
galloping modernity, at a 13th cen¬ 
tury Shiva temple, the priest, com- 
ilete with his marks and bare chest, 
ooked at our film crew and knowl¬ 
edgeably a.sked if the lighting we 
used was through solar powoi. I 
gathert'd that's what lit his temple. 

Madras was all spruced up fur 
the SAF Games and we were greeted 
with their celebrated giant cut-outs 
ot the Prime Minister with a particu¬ 
lar genius for detailing his painful 
footwt-ar Some of the city was 
frankly mysterious. Painted signs at 
various spots demanded, "Bit no 
bills." Naturally, 1 immediately 
promised not to, but the bills m com¬ 
parison to Delhi arc so reasonable 
that you actually don't need to bile 
any. 

There were so many signs on 
vehicles exhorting, announcing, urg¬ 
ing family planning, that I began to 
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asks his wile Aniu what ciilour shirt 
will match with his trousers, it his tie 
looks right, would brown shot's gt) 
better than black. Anju's answer 
comes pat and Rajnish is not loathe 
to take It. He says, 'People have 
often complimented me on my way 
of dressing so I'm confident of Anju's 
taste Besides I hate to bother with 
colour coordination and fashion's 
latest moves I'd rather just ask her 
than have her tell me I look lousy 
after I'm dressed " 

Psychologist Teiimina Majumdar 
feels, Men usually shirk from the 
response a negative opinion could 
get from the woman Many times 
they know what's wiong but-can't 
really pin-poiiit whai's right. The 
question anout how she looks out.s 
them on the spiit and it teels liKi‘ a 
controlilalion which the}' would 
ratln’r .ivoid " 


So how do we gel an honest 
answer? One way is to relv on a 
tiu-no who vi'ii know will not lie to 
von lor the simpli:’ nsison she 
wouldn't want you to he to her 
Mind you, not a mutual admiration 
society bill a inutiially M'.specttuI 
one But ask l(»r an honest ,inswer 
w'hen you know the iilher person is 



Tell him how good he looks in this suit 


Won't you tell me I look wonderful? 



m a position to give it, and you are 
in a position to receoe it 

iHin't ask voiir friend if you look 
fine in your little blat k mini, hjlfwii\' 
out thiough the dooi, your dale 
waiting m lh«‘ cat Be lair to the 
Iriend Ask a diii' helore or at least 
an hour betoreh.ind so that hurried 
alternatives can be jilanned out And 
don't tell y'oiir man his oultil sucks 
)u.sl as he nt'ivonslv le.ives lor the 
big meeting with the boss All he 
wants to he.ii riglil llien is 'you look 
great' 

So then, when is confession lime? 

When hei hair needs a cut, not 
will'll she gels one I hank God you 

went to the hairilret sei >our ban's 
been looking ghastly long enough," 
IS more than enough to make an\ one 
loo'., at their past with .1 feeling ol 
horroi 

When slie y ears a wig just tor 
tun, it's not the iiieal lime lor it's 
much better tii.in your usual curls " 
Whi'n he comes home e\i ifed .iboiil 
the new tie he's jiisl bought toi hi-, 
mauve suit lr\ not to luiist Ins 
bubble by saying 1 " as going to 
throw that horivndou' loi'king .suit 
awa\ " 

And finallv it slu- says, lell nit- 
1 look wondertiil", without a 
thought, lell her. ■ 






POTTED HISTORY 


What the chat ten ng classes are talking about 

This Week: Models-tuined-? 


I t all began with: That original 
fnodel-actross, Zoonat Aman 
The former Miss Asia was 
‘(.iisawered' by direcioi- 

E roducor-aclor Dev Anand, and 
lunched with suilahli' fanfare in 
Hurr Rama Hun' Krishna 

Affectionately dubbed Zoonie 
baby by Dev, h«.'r tru-nd, 
philosopher, guide and love, the 
name was soon picked up by all the 


swan song 

Who came next?: There were several 
models who tried their luck in the 
mo\'ie.s, but the only one after 
Zeenat to really make an impact 
was juhi Chawla Chawla, like 
Aman, was a former Miss India, and 
made her debut in Qui/amat Si; 
(J«i/aii/flt Title. 

The film was <i box-otfice 


success, but somehow luhi’s career 
never really took oft Until, of 
course, she shed a couple of kilos, 
raised her hemlines, dropped her 
necklines and turned glamorous 
with a vengeance Then, suddenly, 
she was presenting stiff competition 
to Sridevi and Madhuri Di.xit But 
her recent bereavement—her molhi'r 
died in a road accident in 
Prague—sec’m.s to have made her 


Juhi Chawla: Model-turned-star 


, Zeenat Aman: Former Miss Asia and the first Indian sex siren 



! I 
' i 


rag.s, and Aman was well on 
her wav to becoming the lirst 
genuinely Westernised star of Hindi 
cinema —no, Simi Ciarowal never 
really ciit it 


So, did Aman succeed?: Depends 
on how you define success She was 
never in the 1 leina Malim or 
Mumtaz league, but for a heroine 
with somewhat uiKonventional 
goi>d looks she did pretty well 
Hei problem was that she 
wanted to be regarded as a .serious 
actress, and hence badgered Ka| 
Kapoor into signing her on tor 
Safi/am Sliivain Suudarimi But 
instead ot being the crowning glory 
ot her c.^^eor, :l turned out to be her 
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thoughts turn to rehremen 

n 

r 

(The latest models; Are, ot 
Sushmita Sen and Aishw. 
who have both entered th 
world of Bollywood, and 
.signed movies down sout 
Much has been writtci 
about the two former bea 
and their respective cham ■ 
land. All we would hke t 
that neither ol them is like 
Manisha Koirala slccpll*s^^ 


The wild card: Ls, undcni- 
Pooja Batra, both former 
ex-gjrlfnend of film actor) ENTER 60ME SORT OF 
Kumar. She has been sigi<E TME GOLDEN GLOVES." 
the Amitabh Bachchan C 
Limited (ABCL) for one < 

forthcoming releases, an """. ..... 

things are expected of In •') 

she can live up to these 
IS. ol course, another sli 


THE LOCKHORNS 



Pooja Batra:Very promisi ^ 
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"IT'S A SIZE TOO SMALL AND A PRICE TOO LARGE.’ 
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X CHOIR. THAT WAY. 
HE BLAME." 



'LEROY'S MOVING TO HIS SUMMER QUARTERS ' 






OARFIUD ■ JIM DAVi; 



workeiJ 

every designer or, 'V 

country And moving 
fashion, the lady paints as ' 

Small screen sirens: They include 
among their number, the former 
Miss India Manpreet Brar The 
daughter of a defence services 
officer, Brar was a surprise winner at 
the beauty contest, the general 
consensus was that she was too 
gawky and awkward to stand a 
diance. But Manpreet had other 
ideas; and while everyone watched 
open-mouthed, she walked away 
with the crown. 

Since then, Brar has given 
modelling a miss fur a chance to 
veejay her own show. Satisui 
Hat on Charmel V. She isn't really the 
stuff of which television show hosts 
are made of— she could, for 
instance, do with some extensive 
elocution les.sons over the next 
couple of years. But Brar has the 
necessary celebrity status, and these 
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Chatterjt • __ 

with long ring*'**' ^ 
exquisitely niade-u}. 
her the usual foravs >i 
or even into tele\ ision li. 

Chatteqee has set herself iq 
celeLirity manager’, in a veiiu 
up by Anupam Kher. 

In case you're wondering whai I 
'celebrity manager' means preci.selv. 
well, it means just that Novonika 
w'lll, in her current reiniai nation, 
'manage' the careers ot various 
celebrities, or even people who have 
the potential to become famous This 
would entail negotiating with 
agencies and companies on thoir 
behalf, seeing to it that fhev're not 
ripped olf, ensuring sufficient media 
exposure to all their venlures. well, 
you gel the idea ■ 
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f t all began with: That original 
modtT-ai lri'ss, Zeenat Anian 
TTic tormiT Miss Asia was 
'Jiscovt-rfil' by dm*ctor- 

i irodutvr-aclor LVv Anaiid, and 
aumhi’d with suitable fanfare in 
llinc Ruma liarc 

Alfectionately dubbed Zeenie 
baby by Dev, her trieml, 
phiKisopher, guide and love, the 
name was soon picked up by .ill the 

Juhi Chawla: Model-turned-star 



gossip rags, and 
her way to heci^l^^PV^. 
genuinelv V\ ^ 

cinema - - 



swan song 

Who came next?: There were several 
models who tried their luck in the 
movies, but the only one after 
Zeenat to really make an impacl 
was Juln Chawla Chawla, like 
Aman, was a tomiei Mis.s India, and 
made her debut in Quyitmal Sr 
Qaifamut Tak. 

The film w'as a bov-ottiee 


success, but 
never really 
course, she s> '' 
raised her ht 
neckhnjps 7 

with a venge^^s^ 
she was presiA^ 
to Sridevi ani^Jt?- 
her recent be’^ 
died in a road 
Prague—seeir 


HOW 'BOUT 
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CLEANING UP 

HER ACT 

Rupika Chawla is one of India's leading art restorers; 
Geeta Sharma profiles the lady 



Rupika Chawla: EKisy at her work of restoration 


he moment the white Datsiin 
wlwels into the wide 
driveway and she ali{;hts 
from the self-driven car, 
Kupika Chawla is all apologies for 
being a trifle late 'So stirry, I got held 
up at home," she says while brivaang 
past to open her studio door !or you 
"But where is the painting?" <\*mes 
the question, even bt;forc vou < an say 
a hello 'Hien, catching sigKt of another 
lad\ w.htirig in the porch, she realises 
that you're not one I'f her clients, and 
anolner stream of apologii’s fwur out 
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as we are ushered into the studio, 
slacked from top to bottom with old 
and not-so-old paintings. 

(t IS business first, as site turns to the 
woman .vith a .3 feetby 4 feet painhng 
of Husain in tow 'Hie painting of three 
wi'imen huddled together, has a cut 
ninning through its dust-laden 
canvas "Oh! Tnis is so filthy! So filthy! 
1 cannot believe this," Chawla 
exclaims, as the lady stands quietly, 
.ilmost like a child biing 
reprimanded "1 must know if 
someone has done something to it. 


there are layers of varnish on the back; 
so obviously, someone has tried a 
hand at it. I must know what has been 
done to it before 1 work on it," Chawla 
says. The lady, on the defensive now, 
promLses to get back after checking 
with her husband and leaves. 

She then turns to you. Seeing you 
stand quietly in a comer, she is back to 
her gentle self as she arranges the 
stools around her huge working table 
She lifts four weights of five kg each 
lying on a painting kept upside down 
on the table and asJks you to make 








Before and after restoration 

yourself at home. 

"If only people were more open 
about how they have tried to have 
their collections restored, it would be 
much easier for me to try and put back 
the painting to shape," Chawla 
mutters, llie first thing most people 
owning a predous work do is to call in 
any artist and ask him to help restore 
the damaged or dirt laden work. 

"And the easiest way out for sudh a 
person is to apply generous coats of 
varnish or. thick paint to hide the 
cracks and wipe the dust" she 
laments. 

The fact that Chawla is amcmg the 
bare handful of art restorers in me 
country at a time when art has never 
had it so good, .seems to be of little 
consolation to her. There can be no 
short-cuts or brutal compromises in 
re^oration. What is needed is eftiics, 
commitment and above all patience. 


she feels. 

Littte wonder then that many of her 
clients, who come to her from 
far-flung comers of the country, get 


tired of asking her when they would 
get tltoir works back. But that is not 
■what Chawla is concerned about. "I 
need imd take time to fltink, doade 
how to go about the work and then get 
down to it" she says. "Many a time a 
painthift just docs not seem to 
respond so at times I just keep kmking 
at it and talk to it. If it does not 
respond, I ke^ it aside and then go 
back to it with a different approacn." 

Chawla's small studio, Inat she set 
up at her parents' house in the posh 
Golf Links residential area, about two 
decades ago, bears testimony to her 
statement. Works of past and present 
ma.sters, from Raja Ravi Varma, 

M.F. Husain, Manjit Bawa and 
Hemant Majumdar are lined in 
various stages of repair and 
restoratiem. The countless number of 
bottles of chemicals, and solvents, 
paints and brushes and her working 
table oco^y less than one fourth of 
the space in the little studio. 

/Getting Chawla to talk about 
VJherself first and not restoration, is 
a tou^ job. With slight prodding, she 
reveals fluit her foray into 
conservation was by accident. A B.A. 
in English literature from I^dy Shn 
Ram Colley and a mastor.s in French 
literature from Jawaharial Nehrui 
University, Chawla had settled down 
to domesticity after her marria^ to an 
LAS officer, sitting at home, looking 
after her two daughters. 

Cbieday, a friend of her's from 
France, settled in Lemdon, visited her 
and prodded her not to sit idle. 
Realising that a r^ular job would be 
difficult -with small children, he 
brought her books on conservation 
and art and suggested that she give it a 
try. "That was my tirst introduction to 
conservation," she recalls. 

As her interest grew she began 
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to look for a place where she could 
learn the art. The National Gallery of 
Modem Art (NGMA), then under 
L.P. Sihare, had a huge ainservation 
laboratory headed by her teacher 
Shukantu Das. "We m‘re about six of 
us and would sit around a huge table 
discussing conservation techniques 
and observing him work and talk 
about ethics, how they affect one's 
work and its final out«>me on the 
painting," .says Chawla 

The students w-ere enaiuraged to 
read a lot and were allowed to touch a 
work tmli^^fter six months of 
uhserving When Sihare moved on to 
the National Museum, the; group loo 
moved to tile museum laboratory. In 
1^7, Chawla branchtHl out on her 
own and set about collecting her tools 
and equipment such as scalpels, 
tacking irons, solvents,consolidators, 
weights and measures and even 
carpenter's tools at her little studio at 
her parents' house 

(>nce that was done, work .simply 
came Chawla's way. She never had to 
pitch in with any ads or spread word 
among friends Even before she had 
finLshi^ one painting, another 
arrived, and .since then there has btvn 
no looking back 

Chawla, essentially a rcstori'r of oil 
painting.s, .say.s that paintings quite 



often run into danger when they are 
transported, as they quiver along in 
shaky vehich"! There an' also several 
inlment dangers .such as damp walls, 
extreme temperatures, bright 
daylight proximity to lit fireplaces, 
gloomy and dusty rix>m« that leave 
the paintings .slashed and with 
endless tears, canvases smoked and 
shattered, dark and obst'ure paint 
surfaces and mottled and patchy 
canVcLse.s afflicted with hingu.s 
But even a seemingly simple and 
routine task like removing dust and 
fungus from a canvas can be a very 
cumbersome |ob, says she. Pointing 
out to a 6 feet by 4 feet Manjit Bawa 


THE FUSE ART OF 
RESTORATION 

And how best to practise it 


W hile there are a handful of 
private restorers in the 
country, the National Museum 
Institute of History of Art, 
Conservation and Museology, the 
only one of its kind in the country, 
has been churning out a small band 
of art restorers over the past six 
years. Many of diese restorers have 
joined the INTACH conservation 
centres or arc working on 
govemmenbsponsor^ 
convservation projects around the 
country. Some nave set up their 
own private studios. 

The institute, which provides a 
two-year course in conservation to 
graduates in Fine Arts and Science, 
has developed various techniques 
of conservation in art objects of 
diffding mediums. Professor 
IJC. Bhatnagar, a senior professor 
at the Institute, elucidates some of 
them: 

Tenacotta 

Terracotta figurines and rxits 
and vessels, boA of which have 
been exposed to the elements and 
which nave remained buried in 
soil, are prone to damage because 
of absorptiun of moisture. If dicre 
are some salts, such as calcium 
chloride and calcium sulphate 
present in the soil, they can lead to 
cracks and water-logging in the 
objects. Sudi objects are treated 
with a layer of paper pulp soaked 
in water that is wrapped around 
them. The pulp absorbs ail the 
moisture and salts embedded in 
the object and once it dries up, is 
removed. The process is repeated 
three to four times till no moisture 
and natural salts are left in it. It is 
then given a diorough wash and 
given a protective preservative 
coating to prevent further damage. 

For objects with broken parts 
and edges, if the broken part is 
available it is stuck back with 
synthetic adhesives. But if not, the 
object is left with minimum 


interferoice to maintain its 
originality. 

Slone 

Stone figures and sculptures 
make sound materials but like 
terracotta, are prone to damage by 
absorption of moisture and soluble 
salts specially during rains and 
humidity that leads to cracks. So 
they too are given the paper pulp 
treatment. Stone figures are also 

i irone to funms and algae layers 
orming on their surface, leaAng to 
black stains. Tliese are cleaned 
with a mild solution of an alkali 
and brushed and wiped before 
being given a preservative coating. 
But b^ore that, the objects have to 
be washf'd thoroughly to r^ove 
all the chemicals that nave been 
used. 

Bronze 

The metal apparantly looks 
strong but is not so resistant to 
decay. It is prone to corrosion that 
leads to a lot of surface tarnishing. 
'The corrosive layer, an oxide of the 
metal itselt is scraped off and 
mixed with adhesives to fill up 
whatever cracks there arc in the 
olqect. If the corrosion is uruform, it 
is best left as it is. But if patches of 
various ^des form over it, they 
are removed with a mild solution 
of Roshelle's Salt mixed in water. 

Watercolours 

Are prone to flaking as the 
colours begin to wear off from the 
surface. So a loose adhesive is 
applied to stren^en the colours 
on the surface. If there is any loss of 
a painted part, in keeping with the 
b^ic conservation thumb rule fliat 
there should be minimum 
interference with the artist's work, 
flie damaged areas are re-touched 
with light tones which only a 
discerning eye can make out. If flie 
painting has a cut or a tear, it is 
mount^ on an add free board. 
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While mounting, care has to be 
taken diat h does not ornne in direct 
contact widi the glass surface in 
front as diatmay lead to moisture 
absorption. 

Ceramics 

Ceramic oUects generally break 
and are joined togedier wim epoxy 
raisins. The cracks and gaps are 
filled with powder made out of the 
broken pieces and adhesive. They 
are also given a thorough washing 


canvas whose once bright yellow base 
has turned pale and dull with fungal 
layers over it, sdie says cleaning a 
painting is not like wiping dust off a 
piece of ftimiture. Paintings have to be 
deaned inch by inch, with a small 
cotton bud dipped in solvent and 
touched with saliva. 'T take out the 
painting, which was apparently hung 
on a damp wall and work on it from 
time to time because it can be a veiy 
laborious and time-consummg task," 

she says. 

Many a time , it is also the artist's 



m a mild detergent and do not need 
any pro te ctive coating. 

Wood 

Wood hm dimensional 
propertieB and tends to swell up 
wim moisture in the air and 
develops'ciacks. It is also 
susceptible to insect attadcs and 
fungus. So wooden objects are best 
preserved after cleaning m a glass 
case in which some drsoibent 
materid like cotton wodl is kept to 
absorb moisture. Ctadcs in 
woodenobjeeb^ too, are filled with 
adhesives mixed withsaw dust 


neglect—some of whom may be 
unaware of the material they are using 
or are in the habit of painting on a 
surface before it dries up—mat leads 
to a painting's untimely decay. More 
than the material, it is the stretcher, 
(the skeleton of the canvas) that can 
cause irreparable damage to a 
painting. 

"If a stretcher is made of 
substandard woexi or shoddily 
constructed and made into word 
shapes, it is sure to bend and twist 
%vim dimaticchairees. That in turn 
plays havcK widi me canvas wluch 
can go slack in parts, get taut and crach 
in omers," says Chawla. 


'Though she has worked cm 
J. contemporary and past masters, 
Chawla's eyes li wt up when she talks 
of the dozen-odd works of Raja Ravi 
Varma she has restored. Most of his 
works have suffered the vagaries of 
time and human interference over the 
century The master, she cscplains, 
often used a coat of varnish over his 
work to give it some luminosity and 
clarity. The vami^ darkens over the 
years, hidmg the real colours and 
details beneath. "Not many have 
undeistfxxl these changes and have 
actually talked about Varma's 'dark' 
paintings and mellow colours!" says 
Chawla. 

A typical example of one such work 
that Chawla restoireJ is a canvas 
depicting Sita's' Bhumi Pra vesh'. All 
dial one could make out from the 
canvas when it first arrived few 
restoration were blurred images of 
Sita being held by Bhumi De^ and 
entering the open earth. Ram, 
l,axinan. Luv and Kash, stood 
watching in bewilderment. 

OtKe the painting was cleared of the 
dark vamisn and dark coats of brown 
paint (conveniently applied by 
anodrer restorer) was painstakingly 
removed, a wlwte lot of dramatic 
detaib of the emotive drama came to 
light. The fine details such as tiles 
flying out of the earth, Sita's sari 
Quttcring in the impact, her eyes red 
widi burning tears that flowed down 
her cheeks, and her mouth taut with 
control and grief came to light. 

"All these aspects were hidden 
because some restexer whom the wen-k 
was sent tofiist, had found the easy 
way out of simply applying a diich 
coat of btacii and brown paint to hide 
the cracks of time," says Chawla. Buta 
Jf restorer's job is not to %vipe exit the 
I traces of time on a work. "It has to 
^ bekxig to the moment of time but it 
has to rave die signature of time and 
artist on it;" she asserts. 

Contrary to what one may come to 
believe after a conversation with her, 
Chawla, has interests other than 
cemservation. She has authored two 
books, Ramadumdran—Art of a 
MuraZtsf and the more recent Surface 
and Z>^di'sbeskles odiers on 
amservation. Bharatnatyam, is her 
other passion, that takes uf^o two 
hours of practice every morning The 
last three mcmdis that she has had to 
stay away from il due to bad health 
have left her feeling a Kttle out of sorts. 

But as Chawla says herself, as long 
as she has her work, her studio and me 
canvases to turn to, nothing can really 
be amLs.s for her. ■ 
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First person 


SABYASACHl CHAXRABAS|% shot mki HmeHght as ^ dfutiient pofiam 0 k TV sHrui, TSetoS 
Paiiran oiuf tnmt OR to wntnay iNMw dncTKlerB m serxdi$ 

UdasmdaxuUimd the uttestfm,mhau1ie Iws idso starred in fBatun0nurWct^M(S^¥t0^ 

Tlialau KakabaAni Here Gden am pbofed Fduda, the papular detetitoe enoted bg Sahj^t Ray ht 
Sandip Ray's tele-JUm Baksha Raktfya. But thaitn, acdrdmg to him, remains 
his first passion. 



'VAYlua Is your idea of pcfCeci 

V ¥ hlffp^CM? 

i^ afe rtton and happiness don't 
mix. 

What i* yoor greatest feai? 

Defore sta tion—1 
iear it would lead 
to the end of the 
world. 


Who or what has 
bcea ftc geeateat 
Influenoe in jma 
life? 

My father; 




Juadiah Chaknbaily. 

What do yon didikc a 
ofiwn? 

Snobbery hau^tinesB and hi^li- 
brow attitude. 

What do yon 
dislike most in 
yomaelf? 

My antic 
temp e ra ment. 
What is your 
predons 




i? 




ido 


ydn always cany? 

My wiulet handkeidiief and car 

What nsakso yon most depressed? 

Children SM atrimals sriffiBiing. 
WH»at do yon dislike most on your 
app e arance ? 

TOe ndiole of it (Bift I have no 
dioioe). 

What M yonr fovouiite word? 

No favourites in particular. 

What is vour favomte joiuney? 
Into me wilderness. 


What is TOW favoniite dream? 

1 don^ tonember dreams. 
What is yow nightmare? 

~ ition explosion. 





What or who is (he greatest love of 
yonrllfS? 

My wife KGdiu. 

What h yonr aouree cd sustenance? 

My nriother Monika Chakrabaity 
On vnial occasknw do ymi lie? 

On nue occasions. 

What is yaw greatest regret? 

Not getting an onraportunity to 
woifc with Saly^t fiay 

What has been yow h^piest 

Many of flienif in fact 
What bcinga team to yaw cyca? 

Care; oon c em and facifti. 

How doyon nlaii? 

By aitwig in a jm^gle md 
listening to nature. 

What do yon envy oaaat in ottrertf 
Their reality to ke^ dieir cool. 
Howrendd^ like to Ire 

Asaman who was not selfish.. - 
How would ymi Hire to dto? 

VMadting. 
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Other 

W" When eelebri^ mar¬ 
riages 1 ^ cnimUim 
a|^, tfie mairiage m saiod 
otiKstro Usiad Xm^ Ah 
l^an and SuHialakshmi, 

{mwcd to be an 
exception ('The Maestro's 
Mus^, June 23). 

Of course, to make a 
marriage woik there has 
to be strong oommitment 
from both eruls. fn this 
case the credit goes more 
to Subiudakshmi who sac¬ 
rificed her career for die 
soke of her husband ami 
family. 

As wife and mother 
.she has reached total ful- 
filmenl. No wonder she 
looks .so happy and radi¬ 
ant! 

There is no conflict in 
the family even in terms 
of religiosity; thanks to 
the parents the Khan chil¬ 
dren have a perfect secu¬ 
lar approach to life. If 
only ail Indians could 
view religion in the same 
fashion as the Khan's then 
there would be no com¬ 
munal violence in the 
country. 

Sa^ft Bmiutfee, 

Calcutta 

B It is said that bdtind 
every successful man 


there is a woman. And die 
saying cxiuki not have 
bren more tnte in the case 
of ^njad AU Khan. 

Though Khan saab 
tasted success early in life 
(even before meeting hjs 
better haii^ it was only 
because otiwt homely 
attitude, mature love and 
sacrifice (hat the maestro's 
married life and career 
did not experience any 
crisis. 

She's an ideal wife 
and mother- The women 
of dlls generadon should 
learn a few things from 


her; the importance of the 
home-maker. 

Sandutri Ghosh, 

Howrah 

M Without hLs wife's .sup¬ 
port and sacrifice Am}ad 
AU Khan would not nave 
been that successful. For a 
musician with a career as 
demanding as his, the 
fiarod player looks a 
happy family man. 
SumuHta Ghosh, 

BurJwan (W.B.) 

M Apart from being the 
'better-half' of Amjad AU 
Khan does Subhalakshmi 


{Chan have any qwdal 
qualities to warrant dte 
Iwd of attention that is 
lavished mi her? 

Arts Mialmr, 

Calcutta 

■ 'Subhalakshmi Khan is 
Indeed an admirable per¬ 
sonality. The kind of 
sociai circuit she hails 
from getkerally has 
women busy in their per- 
scmal life; rartying and 
shopping. They are 
unable to spend quality 

. time with uieir husbands 

• and children. But here she 
is a devoted wife and 
mother controlling the 
home. 

Sufou Kmrmakar 
Madh^antgram (W.B.) 

■ It is true music knows 
no barriers. The Amjad 
Ali-Subhalakshmi pair is a 
perfect sangam: a meeting 
of two minds that has 
overcome aU hurdles of 
caste and cteed. Mr and 
Mrs IChan arc a true sym¬ 
bol of national integra¬ 
tion. . 

Md Tanweer, 

Calcutta 

B Subhalakshmi has once 
again established the fact 
that it is the woman, 
alwws, who makra or 
breaks a home. 

Japan Chawdharyi, 

Calcutta 
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Noycmika Chattefjee’s unconventioncU good 
looks are a big hit. Anita George profiles the 
modcl-tumed-celebrity manager 


BY INDIAN STANDARDS SHE HAS UNCONVENTIONAL 
looks — a total contrast from the waxen buxdm 
wide-eyed doll-like beauty that draws fans and adu¬ 
lation like ants to honey. Eight years after she appea¬ 
red on the modelling scene for the first time, Noyo- 
nika Chatterjee, tlie reigning queen of the ramp, sits 
in an office in the suburb of Andheri at work in her 
new role as celebnty manager in Media Entertain¬ 
ment, the company set up by Anupam Kher. 

At the peak of her career Noyonika is cutting 
down on modelling assignments to pursue other 
interests. "Actually, I have always been doing some¬ 
thing alongside modelling," says the unassuming 
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oetaBHc design. I began raodeSitig in 
coHeger but not with die imenlion of 
mikiiw a oncer of it" ModeBing diot 
her to nme, btd asihe puts it "I <fidn't 
get earned «rih Unglnnaar of 

it In fact" she add% "for a wdiOe when 
l st opped8tudyinganddid|u8tgiodei- 
KngitreaBybodiepe d inetlfeitl 
wasn't usHig my fuQ potadud." 

Asaatudent irfSt Xavks'sCcA^g^ 


lidbliy. Oie show led to anodw, and a 
fufltinw profea s K in. "Apart from die 
exdtemeid of dtnng slicnvs, dwnewas 
dQ die travei seemg dider^ cuttiues. 
I love walking die streets of a new 
idate, taking it nv eatir^ off die roads. 
1 love food, and no^ I don't have any 
leginien or dwt. I jost control my eat¬ 
ing when 1 start putting on weight. 
A^Fm not too excited by dofoes, I 
don't spend so much time shr^ipuig 
for them. ModelKng also made me 
very independent" die adds. "Even 
though! was living widi my parents, it 
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life 




was as good as living hem on atiy own. 
It really taug^ me to manage my 
affunr 


\^faom the rest widi her ihamalic 
curly hair and ndtayfooKs. "She 
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poise, wtfii an unfoiaed ^bout 

tier ^m«nnoe^ Noyonika ^jpean a 

luturu perBandit 7 lor llie cshwalk. 
Photo gf^ pherGantam Si^kll^dkdia 
nwes about Viis miiade on Ihe ranw. 
Not everyone has the atniity to di^nay 



die potential of a garment or fabric 
whmwom—some people develop H, 
but she understands it so ivell, even 
whm she started ouL" 

Despite everything Noyonika has 
restricted her appearances in prmt 
adyertisiiig saying: "I penonally 
enjc^ ran^i modrainfL it is fast it gets 
over, unlilw shoots, v^ch go on and 
on! Being on die ramp is like a perfot' 
mance, with the music, the audienoe, 
rveiything/’ Raiadhyaksha disagrees 
with her decision abmt limiting her 
appearance in pnitf advertising. “She 
has the peisonabty. At the time she 
altered the scene maybe people 
were more conservative; Imt look at 
die scene today, the kind of ad films 
and still photography being done! Per¬ 
sonality counts today. 1 would love to 
dioot her. She is an artist in every 
way." 

An appropriate choice of word, 
since Noyonika has always been arti- 
stkaUy inclined. She paints, and loves 
tocollectart material —brushes, pens, 
paper. "When 1 was young my par¬ 
ents were always .sending me to 








WG 


some woikshoporothed Andoneof 
them was a pottery workshop. Per¬ 
haps that scmewHrre strudi a dumlv 
because I later cm enrolled at die Natio¬ 
nal Institute of Design for a course tn 
ueramK design." 


A nd so to the subject that makes an 
cttherwiso rather quaet intcrw- 
nvee visibly ligfit up "You have at 
your dispel all mis day and a whed, 
and tiicsc ^lapes take place in your 
hands. The feding is like magid" 
When she dcxidt?d to tram in pottery 
back in when ceramics wasn't as 

popular as it fagctting to be today, the 
general reactiem to her decision was a 
bemused one. What, pottery? 

"And alter my stupes at the NID, 1 
realistnl that it couldn't be a hiD time 
oex-upation " 5ihe held two eidabitions 
in the aty, though one at home and 
one in a galleiy’. A great break came 
when she ivrote to die famed 'potter 
architect' Ray Meeker m Pcwidichc^rry 
asking to work with him. "I literaHy 
begged him in my letters" she says. 
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smiling And eventually went to Auro- | 
vilic in 1992. Vii orktng with Ray j 

Meeker — who devrkt|>ed die tech- ‘ 

nique ot tiring mud houses that he | 
d<?sign.s, after packing them with j 
bric^ as <me would do in a kiln — 
was "a bnlliant learning experience" j 
Ihe following year she ntumed to i 

PondKherry tor another six months i 
"I would eventually like to start a j 








Noyonika Chatt«iee with model AcMa SacMev 
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pHJttery studio hore, but it demands 
too much, specially with space being 
such a problem here." Going by die 
rates diat studio potters in Delni and 
Bombay charge for their pieces, it 
would app<;ar that ceramics is an eli¬ 
tist exercise, leaving the average buyer 
uruible to indulge in some good taste. 
Noyonika is keen to prove the notion 
wrong. "I want to give people an 
opportunity to buy. I do believe it can 
be made affordable—in my exhibi¬ 
tions, mugs were priced at Rs Z\ and 
the most expensive item was a coffee 
table for Rs 1,500." Which is, by any 
standards, reasonable "The thing is 
that abroad everything handmade has 
a special value, is a novelty, so it carr¬ 
ies over here!" 

H er now challenge though, is 
handling Celebe, the celebrity 
department of Anupam Kher's compa¬ 
ny, Media Entertainment, a job she 
took up two months ago. Set up two 
yc.irs ago. Media Entertainment 
began as a television software compa¬ 
ny, then diversified into celebrity 
management, with advertising films, 
event management, and feature films 
as well, in the pipeline 

'■ I got mlo this when Anupam and I 
were working tin a television senal, 
which was put on hold He asked me 
whether I would like to handle this 
department. Basically what we do 
here is manage people's careers— 
mostly people who want to woi k in 
the entertainment business. We 
handle two kinds of people, celebrities 
and potential celebrities," says 
Noyonika. 

Noyonika is responsible for meeting 
and siring up hopeful entrants into 
the world of entertainment— actors 
and actresses in films and television, 
singers, even some models. "We man¬ 
age everything about their professio¬ 
nal life—their shooting dates, promo¬ 
tion and publicity, photofeatures, 
payments. It's a job I really identify 
with, because, having been throu^ it 
all myself, when I Icxikback t wish I 
had had someone to manage my car¬ 
eer 1 wasn't gewd at promoting 
myself, and I'm really diffident about 
discussmg money. A lot of people 
have problems discussing money and 
getting payments on time. And I want 
to make it very clear that vfe are 
chcxisy about thepotential of the 
people we take. Tnou^ there is a 
registrabem fee, if we ^1 that someo¬ 
ne is genuinely unable to pay it, we 
forego it." 

Well known personalities like 
Madhu Sapre and National Award 



winning Bengali actress Debashree 
Roy (Chumki) are under the Celebe 
wing too. "In the case of establishcxl 
names we manage their schedules, 
payments, if necessary do a 
re-imaging or relaundi. Celebrity 
management is a new concept in 
India. Professionalism has got to come 
in!" Years of experience as a model 
have come in very handy. "It has 
taught me to deal with people, I can 
handle all sorts without getting 
ruffled. Besides, 1 know people in the 
business. I'm aware of the problems 
that crop up." Her ability to relate to 
people is well appreciated by those 


who know her, who describe her as 
very profes.siondl and with an 
excellent attitude despite ail her 
.success. 

She puts her success down to her 
parents, "who are always there for 
me. Wo are extremely close; I know 
whatever 1 do they will never let me 
down!" So whenever Noyonika 
decides it's time to make the move into 
ceramic design as a profession, she 
will be banking on her own 
pragmatism and level fieaded 
approach to life, and the bulwark of 
her family's affection that has 
sustaineci her. ■ 
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Who is Havana? 

n tht* Rainm/aiin he was handsome, 
very seductive, influential He 
became very powerful and the plan¬ 
ets, the earth, even the gods were 
terrified of him. 

Ravana is our greed. He has ten 
heads, one body with ten mouths to 
feed. He is our over-indulgent pam¬ 
pered .self-perccption, our obses¬ 
sions, our excessive consumption, 
our unbndled greed for more, our 
extravagant lifestyle, our exorbitant 
taste, our immoderate demands, our 
superfluous entertainment, our 
voracious appetite, our gluttonous 
greed. 

One quarter of the food purchased m 
the United States is never consutm-d; it 
either rots in the fridge or is wasted on 
the plate. 

By the year 2000 more than 
588,000,000 people on this planet will 
be seriously undernourished 

Ravaha, our lust Eventually 
Ravana is left lying dead on the bat¬ 
tle Held where his lovely wife 
Mandovlari finds him I ler lament is 
one of the most moving passages of 
the Ramayana. She talks to Ravana as 
if he were alive, chastising him for 
his fall You had everything- a beau¬ 
tiful wife, a huge empire, mithful 
courhers, enormous power; the 
earth trembled whenever you 
walked. Why should someone with 
a beautiful, talented wife warn 
another? why should one with so 
much power be destroyed by a 
woman who refused to compro¬ 
mise? Why should lust trip up 
someone as mighty as Ravana? Why 
should someone who has everything 
want more? 

Ravana had ten heads which 
means he also had 20 eyes. Twenty 
eyes for looking and lusting. Twenty 
eves to covet and crave with. 
iWenty eyes to express his desires 
Twenty eyes. Why do we, who have 


everything, have a limitless appetite 
for more? 

Ravana's downfall was his lust- 
his obsession to possess another 
man'.'i wife. You must understand 
that Ravana is not some corny hero; 
not oven the classic villain of 
Western cinema He is handsome, 
extremely well broughl-up. educat¬ 
ed and .suave In other wi>rds, one i*f 
us That makes him, Ravana the 
character, more frightening and 
more convincing. What is terrifying 
IS that Ravana and the Ramayana 
have been around for over 2,000 
years Yet no one seems to have 
recognised Ravana and killed him. 
Ravana looks suspiciously and dan¬ 
gerously like us 

Ravana's greed, the object of his 
passion, was Sita, He lusted after the 
earth, the fertility of the .soil, the 
bounty of nature, the abundance of 
the land. The Ramayana clearly 
demonstrates that $ita cannot be 
possessed; she will not be subjugat¬ 
ed, coerced or forced to yield. We 
cannot forcibly possess or own her. 
We do not possess the earth, just as 
wo cannot pos.sesb innocence, cannot 
retain our youth 

The relationship of human 
beings and the earth is described in 
muen of Indian literature The 
alliance is sHll understood by many 
A village story-teller m Khajuraho' 
was explaining the relaHonship to a 
group of villagers. I cannot improve 
on his sentiment. He said, "In the 
village market today I heard the two 
brothers were fighHng over a piece 
of property. The land was given to 
them by their father to share and 
nurture together. Now each one 
wants the land for himself. How 
strange, 1 thought. 

The earth is Parvati, Shiva's 
beautiful, often temperamental wife. 

How can we fight over the 
earth? 

She does not even belong to us. 



she is Shiva's wife not ours to 
have and hold. 

Our ideas about nature, the way 
we look upon the earth, also reflect 
how we understand human nature. 
Is nature something to be sup- 

E re.ssed, controlled, manipulated? 

lust we strive to reap as much as 
,we can from the earth, to exploit, 
dominate, tame it. If this is how we 
think of the earth, then it is not sur- 
pnsing that wc have the same atti¬ 
tude aoout people and children, and 
about our own Dodies How do you 
look upon your body; how do you 
respond to the earth, to Sila, to 
T’arvati? 

VVr kmni’ that the white man does 
not understand our ways. One portion 
ofthe land is the same to him as the next, 
for he IS a strangei who comes in the 
nif(ht and takes from the land whatever 
he needs The earth is not his brother, 
but his enemy, and when he has con- 
ijiieied it, he mirues on He leaves his 
father s grave behind, and does not care. 

I le kidnaps the earth from hts children 
and hr dors not care His father’s grave 
and his children's birthright are forgot¬ 
ten He 1 1 cats his mother, the earth, and 
his brother the sky, as things to be 
bought and plundered, sold like sheep or 
bright beads. His appetite will devour 
the v'hole earth.... 

—Chief Seattle, the Sacred Earth. 


Abduction of Sita 

Sita was abducted. Havana, symbol¬ 
ising all the tantalising pleasures of 
the world, is the abductor, the seduc¬ 
er, Sita’s kidnapper. Sita did not go 
willi. gly but was taken by force. 
Your innate goodness, chudhuod, 

! rour dreams, your innocence will be 
ost, and taken by force. Schooling, 
socialisation v/iU ensure the abduc¬ 
tion of your true nature. 

Over 10,000 women were raped last 
year in India; nearly 25 per cent of them 
were children. 

What is the world's record’ 

Sita was abducted; kidnapped. 
My reading is that the fertility of the 
earth is being taken by force every 
day. You want to know why I say 
this Look around you, not at politi¬ 
cians or what governments are 
doing. Take a good look at me. Take 
a look at some letters from friends. 

I have re-done the bathrooms of 
my house in California with Italian 
marble. I bought an afghan hound 
for my apartment in Bombay....In the 
country I have a macaw fluit has 
come all the way from the jungles of 
South America.... My husbana went 
to Japan and bought me a necklace 



The author, Shobita Punja 


of five rows of natural pearls .. 1 
love your coral necklace, is it from 
Naples? 

Every year over 2()0,lh'l0 parakeets 
are illegally exported from India One 
out oftfiiec arrive alive at their dc.snua 
tion. 


Sita Said No' 


Wt' can also read the metaphor of 
Sita as our ability to say 'No' 

Havana offered Sita everything; 
promised the world on a platter I le 
wooed her, sought to seduce her, 
tlircatened and kidnapped her. He 
took her to his palace and .showed 
her the wealth he had accumulated, 
the riches, the jewels and the power 
that would be hers if she would |ust 
give herself to him Very tempting! 
But like Sita, we have to say No' It 
IS tempting but you have to resist 
and refuse to comply. It is an inde¬ 
cent proposal, if you succumb, it will 
shatter everything that you value 
and hold dear 

Havana is the promise of a life of 
ease, a life of power, a life of war, a 
life cf hatred, a life of indulgence, a 
life that causes the destruction of so 
memy other lives. 

An innocuous looking hamburger 
The cost, the earth 

A world where everyone eats as 
much meat as the Americans is a tenpe 
for ecological disaster. 

Refusing to compromise, refus¬ 
ing a gift, refusing to comply when 
you realise its actual cost. VN^at is 
the cost of eating meat: the loss of 
forest land, home to so many 
speaes, that has been converted into 
poor grazing fields for a single 
species. The cost of aerated drinks in 


aluminium cans, the loss of forest 
cover, the ruins of the earth's water¬ 
sheds, displacement of tribal com- 
munitie.s in order to mine bauxite to 
make cans that hold a dnnk that 
ruin our teeth. The cost of individu¬ 
als driving private cars to and from 
work each day: the loss ot unrenew- 
able resources, conge.stion and pollu¬ 
tion of our cities, the systematic 
destruction of our health 

What would you do if you wen’ 
given a mink coat, a pair of snake- 
skin bools, a string of corals? W'e 
have to start .saving 'No ' 

Wc have to teach our children 
that tiger penis .soup, bird's nest 
soup, ox tail soup, and frog leg soup 
are no longer fashionable 

The rate of exlinctum oj spa les has 
now reached at least one .species per day 
3y the middle ofthe next cent mu in- 
could lose (me ipurtei of all sprites with 
zvhom wc share the planet todai/ 

What you wear, what you eat, 
what you use ever^' day will iitsidi- 
ously de.slroy you Greed breeds vio¬ 
lence. What v.'c eat, what we weai, 
what we say, what we do not say, all 
breed violence. Be Sita and have the 
strength to say 'No'. Drop the pre 
tence, be confident There are many 
Sita's today There are many who 
have started saying No' Begin at 
home, and see how much you have 
done in the name of progress, 
sophistication, class. fa.shion, or just 
to keep up with the neighbours 
Know when to say 'No'. Learn when 
to stop —when enough is enough 
How many lives support you? 
How many death are necessary to 
keep you happy? How many deaths 
will you cause in a day one cow, ten 
square kilometres of forest cover, on«' 
lobster, twenty prawn.s, one goat, 
one chicken, a .small stxrtion of coral 
reef, one ny.ster, one tiny little .snail? 
How many deaths do we cause each 
aay? 

Be Sita Just say No' 

Unheeded Messages 

When Sita was abducled by 
Havana she left me.ssages with the 
animals, the birds, the plants, the 
trees. "Tell Rama," she said, ' that 1 
have been kidnapped." 

Kama cried out, "When isSita’^' in 
a twice broken by sobs. Thus addressed 
by the Lord of Men. the deei rose and 
turned their heads towards the south, 
looking upward, thus indicating the 
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A gutted dome structure at Hiroshima 


path hy which Stta hati him hoi nc 
away., .then the deer emitted cries, mn- 
n/»iX m front of the /u'o hrothets .wkin^ 
to attract their .Atention 

—The Ramayana of Valniiki, 
Aranya Khanda, ch 04 

Rama faded to understand the 
messages Only too oftem so do we. 

Nature is tran.smithng nie.ssagc's 
jll the time —symptoms, signals, 
signs 

Seeing that ifreat vulture, like unto a 
crest of a niountatn, Rama said to 
Lakshmaiia, "Without doubt there is the 
titan who, langnig thefonst under the 
guise of a vulture, has destroued bita 
Having satisfied himself hy devouring 
that large-eyed princess, he is resting at 
case: / shall pierce hwi with my dreaded, 
fiery shafts that fly straight to their tar- 

get." 

Vomiting blood, that great bird 
Jatayu, addressed Rama the son of 
Dasharathtt in the mournful accents id 
one about to die He said, 'O thou of 
long life, that divinity xohom thou seek 
est in the great forest, as one does a heal 
trig herb, has been borne away by 
Ravaria, as has my life also 

—The Ramayana of Valmiki, 

'Aranya Khanda'. ch (v. 

VA 


lulavu the gieal lurd was a friend 
not toc- i'lic bravi' bird li<.s( his life 
trying tv> save Sila Is rtiinati-ly Inr 
Rama, tin dying bn J was ahle to 
provide him cnieiai information 
about Sila in time At least he lis¬ 
tened - -and ovontuallv Kama lii’ard 
what was being said to him 

Human beings have been using 
animals and birds as indicators of 
environmental di.sastiT.s 

Coalminers .- arned eananes in 
rages down mines to te.st fo' d.mger- 
ou.s air. If the canan* died, the niin- 
'ers knew that o>ygeii was m shoil 
.supply <’r i>t ihe I'Ki^teiice ol a pixkei 
ot poisonou.s ga.s vVith the death t*f 
the biid they knew sc-mciimes, thill 
they )u.st .nougli hnie hi e.scape In 
much the same way, the dwh.nc in 
animal and bird species throughout 
the world is a clear indicator that 
our livi's are in danger. 

Today over 25,0(t0,0tK) people die 
each year of fwlliited water and water 
borne diseases 

How many floods, famines, dis¬ 
asters, tragedies ot deaths mu.st 
occui befon. y.iii le.ihvi'wlial is hap- 
piTimg U' ihe e.iit’i 


The Sleeping Gargantuan 

When the lortunes of war fumed 
and Kavana felt he was losing, he 
woke his brother, Kumbhakaina The 
giant who slumbered was awakened 
tor a day and he destroyed whatever 
he could 

Ihe world had been at war for many 
years Tlie ambiguous nature of vic¬ 
tory eluded both sides In a desper¬ 
ate attempt to settle the is.sue and 
claim them.selves victors they awoke 
Kumbha karna- 

On the sixth day of August 1^)45 the 
weather was tine A gentle breeze 
was blowing owi the land ami sea 
The clav began as normal; people 
w'ho were going tvi work, children 
were walking to school. 

Ami.‘ssago was sent to the 
Ameiican B-2‘i plane Enola Gay. 
"l-'dir weather reaily for tile air 
raid '' 

At rt Is am that morning an 
aUmuc bomb was dropped over 
rliroshiina A huge mushroom 
iloin.1' was seen rising ov<') thi* citv 
Halt ai. hon! ian-r a i onti.igralion 
Irroke out thi.-j' the tii*‘-'lonn erupt¬ 
ed Beiiveeii 1] am atiilpm that 
da' the tin ose lud .i ilima'i, a pov- 
e-rtii) tiirnado deve!o]ti-J Kiiniblmg 
thunder was lu'ard from afai 

Black cU'uds and smoke drifted 
towartls the iiotih - we.st black ram' 
pouted For o\er an hour it rained 
ovei an area of thirteen square kilo¬ 
metres -mtund the bomb's hvpocoii- 
tre. .'Vs 'black tain' fell, it was sticky 
and people thought it Was oil pour¬ 
ing Iroin the sky leaving a black 
spotty pattern wherever a raindrop 
stnuk. The lo'C’’ turned black Fish 
dieil, cattle ihat ale the gias.s on 
wtuch the black rain haci fallen, died. 

The temperature fell rapidly arid 
people shivered 2l)(),t)0l) people lost 
their lives in Hiroshima 

'Hu* devaslation was caused by a 
combination of heat rays, blasts and 
fires. The total area ot 13 square kilo¬ 
metres around the hypocentre was 
reduced to ash People died of ther¬ 
mal injury intense burns, their skin 
tried and charred like charcoal. They 
died ol blast injuries as they were 
blown against walls .ind crushed to 
death Tney died of radiation uijury 
T hey died because of the decimation 
ot the environment Fifty per cent of 
those scnously injuTcd died by the 
sixth day Another 25 per cent died 
between the seventh and twelfth 
day Ninety per cent of those injured 
died by the fortieth day. 

Today, two generations have 
been born and brought up on radia¬ 
tion in the soil and in the foetus; 50 
year' later the people of Hiioshima 







A Ram Lila being staged m New Delhi 


bear the scars—leukaemia, anaemia uiatiou. 

and cancer The loss to the fertility Khumbalarna is like our 

of the earth cannot even be estimal- Sleeping Devartation Our 

_ Hiroshima, the nuclear holocaust, 

Todav the tvurU has the equivaletit the sleeping giant with an appetite 
of one million Hiroshima bombs; emuf^h for destruction. 
to kill four times the /'resent global pop- You may say, "I «.lid not start the 


That's not true. As long as you are 
silent, as long as you don't say 'No' 
to war, you are guilty as I am. The 
giant who devours irmocent people 
and children lies asleep 
You may say, "I do not care; it did 
not happen to me. I was not there; 
nothing can happen to me " The 
Inert Violator is asleep, not dead. It 
IS alive, and only a day ot wakeful¬ 
ness can devour this planet. 

Like Rama, we have to disman¬ 
tle it completely, limb from limb, so 
that we, the human race as protec¬ 
tors of the earth, can live without 
fear of our Kumbhakama. 

Life Without Sita 

The war was won 

Rama questioned Sita’s inno¬ 
cence Once, twice; once too often. 

Do you accuse Rama for having 

S iestioned Sita's innocence? Do you 
ink it was unforgivable that he 
doubted her loyalty? In a day how 
often do I betray Sita? I have done 
nothing to prevent trees from being 
cut, to limit my greed, to stop wars, 
to make t,his planet a safer place for 
my daughter to inhabit."! stand 
accused of far worse crimes. 

By the time my daughter was 
three years old she had learnt that 
swimming was in the confines of a 
pool, not amidst the expanse of the 
ocean; that flowers grew in pots on a 
balcony and not wild on the hillside; 
.she has seen tigers only in the zoo, 
not free in their natural habitat, the 
pngle. 

My daughter will never see the 
exuberance of a tropical rain forest, 
the sparkling loveliness of a clear 
uncontaminated nver, green valleys 
that have not been converted into 
crop fields, a million twinkling stars 
in an unpolluted sky. Will Sita who 
has such faith in me, abandon me? 1 
stand accused of denying, debasing 
and bamshing Sita. 

Someone gave my daughter a toy 
gun. 

I did not destroy it. 

Will she forgive me? 

The tale of Ramayana i.s alive: it is 
still being told, retold, acted, enact¬ 
ed, lived and relived Every year in 
India we celebrate the deteat ot 
Havana and the return of Sita with 
much testivity. The myth of Rama 
has great depth and lends itself to 
endless interpretations. This is how 
I wish to annotate it, for the signifi¬ 
cance of the Ramayana will always 
remain very precious to me I can tell 
you many epic stones with the same 
message Will you listen? ■ 
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V 


lEWPOINT 


THE EIGHTH DEADLY SIN 

Views differ on what that might he. Manisha Gulati takes a quick poll 


A "T hat sin shiiuld be added 
A /% / to the seven deadly ones 
\i \i^ already ex isting? How 
W W ^ often have we heard 
people turn around and talk about 
something as being a sin? We sec a 
beaut\' married to a beast and 
consider it a sin Our child wastes fotid 
at the Taj Bengal and we tell him that’s 
a sin. Are we then all sinners m the 
gui.se ot moral atizens. or has 'sin' 
become a synonym for day-to-day 
slang for high society no-no's? 

Views differ. Some consider that 
nostalgia is the real killer. Hou.sewife 
Reema Sharma, for instance "Whv do 
people think that the past is better 
than the future?" she asks. "They're 
alw'ays talking about what w'as, what 
could have been, and how things in 
the pa.st wore always better Hindsight 


IS always 20/20 But one should look 
forward, not back. 

"That's our country's biggest 
mistake. The day’s of fuel for 50 paisa 
have gone. Now think about today 
and make the best of what is there. It's 
the only way to progre.ss." 

Varsha Diwan, a producer, takes a 
different view of the matter 
According to her, hypiKnsy is the 
eighth deadly .sin. Saying things like 
"blow lovely' to S€?e you again", "Of 
course 1 remember you", "We must 
get together for lunch some time", 
"Promiire I'll call you in the morning" 

"Why do people say things they 
don't mean? No one is sincere any 
more. You don't know whom to 
believe and whom not to As a result 
you end up taking the wrong people 
.seriously and the right ones you treat 


like dirt," she says. 

Mohini Sethi, professional cook and 
teacher, .says in her book that 
"overpowering delicate food" is a sm. 
She hates it when people take delicate 
tasting food like fish and prawns and 
douse them with ail sorts of masalas. 
"If you want that why don't you cook 
mutton or pork. They lend themselves 
to all this flavouring. People in India 
don't know the first thing about 
subtlety," says Sethi 

Ajit Shinoy, a joumahst, votes for 
intolerance—as far as he is 
cona*med, at least. "I don't suffer 
fools gladly and I am not proud about 
that l^ause everyone is not made the 
.same way," he confe.s.ses. "I'm always 
expechng people to be or behave like 
me. After all, I am not God and I 
should not forget that I dread to think 


Cruelty to animals, according to Maneka Gandhi, is the biggest sin 



rapanOas 







For othere, tmrorlsm is the greatest sin of aii 


of the day I'll make a boo boo. I'll have 
20 people to stab me in the back and 
front." 

G urban] Malik, a social worker 
with Mcnaka Gandhi, considers 
cruelty to animals to be the eighth 
deadly sin; though, no doubt, in 
Menuka's book, it rates as the first. 

Model Nidhi Sharma plumps for 
jealousy. She says, "Agreed, imitation 
is the best form of flattery. But when 
someone thinks you look great and is 
only resentful of the fact that you do, 
without wanting to look like that 
themselves, that's dangerous and 
harmful. It's the 'I don't want you but I 
don't want anyone else to want you 
either' syndrome. That scares me." 

In model Stuti Chandok's book, 
however, having silicon implants 
qualifie~ "God made you in his 
image, why tamper with it?" she asks. 
"In me end when you're showing off 
your cleavage in that skimpy halter, 
it's all false." 

Ajay Mehta says that being 
orthodox is a real drag. "Arre, go with 
the flow," is his advice "If your child 
wants to have a divorce because his 
marriage has failed, let him. Why hold 
on to the sanctity of marriage when 
there is no marriage." 

And Mehta should know. He has a 
son who got divorced recently, and for 
whom Ajay paid Rs 8 lakhs as part of 
the divorce settlement. 

Neena Chawla. who is an American 
citizen, votes for the 'British 
incapacity to be surprised', while 
Harmeet Singh, whose father was 
killed during the Delhi riots, considers 
terrorism to be the greatest sin of all. 

Manish, a deejay on FM radio, is 
more concerned about health—both 


his own and that of the general public. 
It is no surpri.se then that he thinks that 
there's noming worse than chain 
smoking m public places. "It should 
be banned," says Manish forcefully. 
"And as for chain-smoking at the 
table, it quite kills the treat for the 
people with you—and those .seated at 
the next table " 

I’radipto Nandi, choreographer, 
says that "being told that the ^eque is 
in the mail" is the biggest sin of all. 
Well, at least, his sense of humour is as 
healthy as ever, even it his bank 
balance isn't. 

Colonel Vaid, who is a regular at the 
Gymkhana Club, holds the 'invenhon ' 
ol the swizzle shek' to be a sin. "The 
ladies in the Gymkhana Qub use 
them to kill the bubbles in the 
champagne," he complains. "Can 
there by any thmg more sacriligeous 
than that?" 

Clearly, the Colonel never had the 
good fortune to meet Bubbles 
Rothermere, wnfe of the media tycoon, 
Vere, who got her ruckname from her 
habit of swirling a swizzle stick 
around to get rid of the bubbles m her 
glass of champagne This kind of trick 
appears to go down a treat in high 
society. 

\ 7idya Batra, the 83-year-old social 
V worker and general secretary of 
the National Assodation for the Blind, 
takes a more serious view of the 
matter. She says, "There are none so 
blind as those who will not see, none 
so deaf as those who will not hear, 
none so dumb as those who will not 
talk against injustice, cruelty. What 
sort of a world are we living in where 
poeple are so involved in their own 


lives that they cannot even see if their 
next-door neighbour is dead or alive, 
let alone care? Everyone is selhsh and 
no one feels another person's pain. 

The country can't heal if there is no 
one to heal it." 

In photographer Sha rad Bhandari's 
view, "trying too hard" is a sin. He is, 
therefore, greatly opposed to "tho.se 
fashion slaves who try so hard at being 
trendy, but only end up looking like 
wannabes. Those who can't speak 
English too well but speak it 
nonedieless because it's the language 
of upper class India." Bhandari also 
condemns hobnobbmg with the elite, 
or at least trying to, by nanging out in 
the 'right' places. 

Poverty is the eighth deadly sin in 
13-year-old schoolgirl, Tanya's book. 
But P.P. Bindra, the owner qf Moets 
Restaurant, is more concerned about 
prehibition, which may well end up 
impoverishing him if it were ever 
extended to C)e1hi. 

"Ever since this wretched 
prohibition happened in Haryana,' 
ne moans, "my life has been ruined. I 
used to go there to my friend's place 
practically every evening. Now I don't 
even want to call him on the phone in 
case he invites me over because now 
we can't sit and drink and enjoy 
ourselves the way we used to. We 
aren't drunkard.s, so why are we being 
punished? Even the doctors say that 
one drink a day is good for your 
health." 

But the last word rests with Anil 
Sethi, of The Times of India. 

According to him, the biggest sin of all 
is not sinning at all! ■ 
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F i^sssmimse 

ocus 

AMBASSADORS OF 
GOODWILL 

Fire Calcutta husinessmeu double as honorary consuls of various countries. 
^ Sujoy Dhar finds out what their second fobs entail 


hat du Sanjcc\- Gocnka, 
Harsh Neotia, Abhijil 
Sen, Amiya Gooptu and 
J P. Chowdhury nave in 
common? Yos, they're all big names 
in the corporate world. But that's 
not the answer we're looking for. 

What binds all five men together 
is that they are all honorary consuls 
for one country or the other While 
Sanjeev Goenka, son of the 
venerable R P. Goenka of RPG 
Enterprises, does his bit for Holland, 
Harsh Neotia represents the 

Sanjeev GoenkarDoes his bit for Holland 


interests of Israel J.P. Chowdhury, 
the chairman of Titagarh Industries 
Limited, is honorary consul of 
Switzerland Amiya Gooptu of the 
Everest Group of Industries, 
represtmts Hungaiy while Dr Abhijit 
Sen, managing director and co- 
chairman of the NICCO Group, is 
the honorary consul for Sri Lanka. 

And all five men, despite their 
busy schedules, devote enough lime 
to fine-tuning their diplomatic 
savoir-faire, replying to trade 
enquiries that various nations might 


have, and facilitating cultural 
exchanges. 

While for the foreign nations, 
one of the reasons behind the 
appointments is economic—they 
save on maintaining full-scale 
consulates in the eastern region of 
India—for the appointees this 
means a lot of social prestige. 

Bui how du these nations decide 
on who would best represent their 
interests? Amiya Gooptu, who 
represents Hungary, explains, 

"Well, besides a man of means, they 
prefer a businessman who has links 
with various stratas of society and 
possesses a good knowledge of his 
country's economic and cultural 
background." 

Adds Harsh Neotia, honorary 
consul for Israel, "Business interests 
being the thrust area other than 
cultural ties, we businessman can 
convey their message more 
expeditiously to the concerned 
people by dint of our affiliations 
with the various chambers of 
commr'rce." 

Small wonder then that most 
businessman are thrilled to be 
^proached with such an offer. 
Gushes J.P. Chowdhury, honorary 
consul of Switzerland, "1 was 
caught unawares when the offer 
came to me, but it was indeed a 
pleasant surprise." 

I t is not necessary, however, that 
the person appointed have any 
cultural affini^ or business interests 
with the country in question. 

Gooptu's ties with Hungary, for 
instance, were marginal at best. As 
he says, "I personally had been a 
great admirer of the vigorous 
cultural life of Hungary which 
despite being a smul country has 
reduced so many Nobel Laureates, 
ut 1 was quite surprised when they 
offered me the post." 

Or Abhijit ^n got his offer when 
he visited Sri Lanka a few years 
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Harsh Neotia: Representing the interests of Israel J-P- Chowdhury: Pleasant Swiss connection 


Dack with a FICCl dolcgation But 
Harsh Nftitia's honorary consulship 
of Israel came about as a result of 
the businessman's own initiative 
after he met the Israeli ambassador 
to Delhi on some occasiems 

A honorary consul's job includes 
such ceremonial duties as observinj; j 
the national day of the nation in 
question, receiving their dignitaries, 
etc. But it also entails doing such 
tough jobs as promoting business 
and cultural tics, and looking after 
the problems of tourists from that 
country. 

Says Dr Abhijil Sen, "Currently 
Sri Lanka is on a privatisation spree 
of its tea companies and they want 
to negotiate with Indian 
industrialists for that purpose. So, as 
a honorary consul, I have to help in 
the process, providing such traoe 
information as is needed to 
prospective Indian buyers " 

Harsh Neotia too secs his job in 
much the same way. "The- growing 
importance of eastern India," he 
says, "will result in a lot of business 
ties between Israel and states like 
West Bengal and Orissa in the field 


of agro-industries." And m his 
capacity' as honorary consul, Neotaa 
will facilitate this process 

According to Gooptu, the need 
for honorary consuls arises when a 
country has potential business 
interests in a particular area, but the 
requirement is not substantial 
enough to set up a permanent 
consulate. And most people prefer 
to appoint businessmen, because 
such a person is associated with his 
country's economic changc.s, and 
can help dispel vdu-ious 
apprehensions of a foreign country. 

For example, when the minonty 
BJP government came to power (a 
snort-lived stint, as it turned out) at 
the Centre recently, it was up to 
Chowdhurv, who nas held such 
posts as the president of CII and the 
Indian Chambers of Commerce in 
the past, to allay the fears of the 
Swiss authorities that liberalisation 
would be discontinued in India. "I 
was able to convince them," he says, 
"citing the examples of states where 
non-Congress governments were in 
power, that our economic policy is 
irreversible whatever party forms 


the government." 


B usiness interests apart, cultural 
interaction plays an important 
rule in the selection of a consul. And 
more often than not, such interplay 
between nations improves after 
honorary consuls are invited. 

For instance, soon after Dr Sen 
took over the consular responsibility 
of Sri Lanka, the government of that 
country donated gold railings to the 
Buddhist shrine at Bodhgaya, where 
dignitaries and tourists from pre¬ 
dominantly Buddhist Sn Lanka 
come in brge numbers. 

Thus, it is not surprising that one 
finds Harsh Neotia organising Lsraeli 
film festivals at Nandan. Says 
Neotia, "Only recently, the Israeli 
band. Gathering, famous for its 
synthesis of eastern and we.stem 
music, performed to a good response 
at Kala Mandir." 

Likewise, Amiya Gooptu, the 
former Sheriff of Calcutta, has to 
coordinate with such organisations 
as Asiatic Society for the evchangc of 
scholars. This, in addition to doing 
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Abhp Sen: Improving relations with Sri Lanka 


such jobs as looking after the upkeep 
of the grave of a fi..nous I lungarian 
scholar in Darjeeling; a site that most 
dietaries from that countr>’ visit 
when they come to India. 

Indian artistes, too, benefit from 
the good offices of the honorary 
consuls For example, when 
Tanusree Shankar wanted to perform 
in Switzerland on her way to 
London, Chowdhurj' s office came 
riding to her rescue Visas for the 
troufie were arranged at the last 
moment, because of Chowdhury's 
intervention. So impre.ssed was 
Shankar, that she later 
acknowledged this debt in a letter to 
Chowdhury 

But that's not all that honorary 
consuls have to do. They al.so have 
to maintain their independent 
database, to cater to any enquiries 
that may come in. While .some of 
these businessmen have their owm 
official staff look after their consular 
work. Harsh Neotia works as consul 
out of an annexe to his corporate 
office, and has an information officer 
on his consular staff. But. even if 
extra people are hired, in most cases 
It is the consul himself who bears the 
expenses. 

M oreever, livmg up to the d'gnity 
of the office also makes 

?0 


honorary consuls extra cautious. 
Says Gooptu, "I have always 
believed that 1 will never use my 
honourable office to push my own 
interests." And this sentiment is 
echoed by all the other honorary 
consuls as well. 

Nor do these people want the 
fringe benefits associated with 
becoming members of the 
diplomatic community, the use of 
Amiya Gooptu: Improving tlea with 
Hungary 



CC plates, imported cars, duty-free 
liquor. And they feel that the powers 
or immunities that career diplomats 
are entitled to remain a grey area. 

The government of India, too, is 
no less mssy in giving its approval 
for such posts. Despite these 
businessmen being respected 
members of the community, most of 
the honorary consuls were given 
clearance by the intelligence 
department only after a thorough 
checking. For most, it took nearly a 
year to get the clearance. 

The businessmen were also 
careful about choosing the countries 
of their appointment. As 
Chowdhu^ explains, "I would have 
thought several times before taking 
up the job if the offer had not been 
from a friendly nation." 

So, should India follow the 
example of such countries as 
Holland and Sri Lanka, and appoint 
honorary consuls in other countries. 
According to Gooptu, most certainly. 
He feels that for strategic reasons 
alone—if not for business 
considerations—India should be 
reprraented in places like Central 
Asia and Africa. 

Perhaps, the success of these 
Calcutta Dusines.smen will make our 
Souffi Block mandarins think afresh 
one day. ■ 
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Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

r '~TI 1 Z ^"1 Thf moon's niwrlci 

l, «^'irLT};iscs v<tu and tliose 
inti’ivsted in romanoo 
and finance, and I am 
sure the majority of you 
are So thi> gain will be 

iiinsiderable Caneslia savs the house 
will have a strong infhienee on what's 
going on now in vour life. A few ol you 
\N ill be winiH'rs all the way 

I Taurus 

April 21 — May 20 

■■ , While the la w of 
I averages is not against 
j von, be sun* you know 
1 wh.ii you ivant, because 
i you might tall between 

__ . ' Iwom-ijoi stn’aiiis and 

thill ivoiilil he real n.isiv I iki' the 
Alien-, loi >11, too home hii\ mg and 
selling w M be mighty iinportaiU 'Ihis is 
.1 wi ek I'l |in'ssiiivs 

Gemini 

May 21 ■ June 20 

gm Meieury voni rnliiig 
planet is siipetbh' 
phuesl giving \oii gist 
llial exlia edge whnh 
makes loi ihaiiipions 
eleiywiieri Yoin 
inioiiie wil| .uignienl fiom v.irioiis 
soin\es While kids and faniih’ will 

m. iki- uinisii.il deiii.tni.ls, he sine loti 
will he .ihle loiope with them 

Cancer 

Juno 21- July 20 

■ _ _ ~ 1 ll MHi h.ue heeii 

{ ■ V j kiioekmg on the doors 

i I ot oppoilnnitv, now is 

the time when it will 
' ^^Wly% open witle .ind you lan 
! . .1 step in He sine to 

utilise the oppoi tunites to the hilt, lou 
lA'ill be doing the social merrv-giv 
round and interesting contacts i ould 
risuit 



\Leo 

I July 21 — August 21 

’ Theri‘'.s a lot ol catcliing 
up to do, and it that s 
not enough, new 
venturi's and aitivities 
do lake your lime and 
^ J talent. 'I'lns is a vyeel ol 

I inoreevpenses than gains though secret 
! help and benefits are .ilso pri-dicted 
I 'Ir.w el stai s are in the asi eiidani Von 
' will be lasing vonr he.ilth 


I Virgo 

I Augu« 22 - Septombor 22 

'' ' ~ ' Vou could w.-ll lie in an 

introspeilive mood, 

<iiid here, von are m 
your true element The 
paradox is you will be 
alinosi Uirred bv 
I cirninisl.iiues Ui reach out *o peo|ile 
‘ and plan’s N'evei .i ihill moment 
^ though the pulls and tugs could weai 
, vou down a little 

\Lihra 

I September 23 — Octobe- 22 

i „ ^ The light lime lo I ash 

I I i in on p.ist favoins and 

' ' Ai 1 ‘•■'"■h'avours ,ind ..11 ih.it 

I i veil have iloin 

. [ jL i others I’eople will be 
1 L . -i 1 o-ojii'rative Money 

! should I'Mh.inge hands. How freely .ind 
that's \ei\ eiiiouraging I’ropeity 
' .itlairs go with a swing !>«• it house 
I ollite or kind development siliernes 

'.Scorpio 

.' Octobei 23 - ■ November 22 
; —■ f-l-'ui’slia ..i\ 1.1 lounJ o' 

low .ind l.iiighliT .i'\.Ills 
I you, .liso s..imi' 

i opposition to plans .ind 

i ^ ni.ivbe lonlliLts, .ind 

' _ that's the lompli-te 

pictuie I’lir the wwk Mamage, 

I engagenuTit aie llie possibilities to be 
! considered and it on the Uxikout lot a 
! coll.ib(iration, this is the lime loi it 
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Sagittarius 

\ November 23 — December 20 

' ■ ■ Plenty oi movement, 

hustle and bustle, .ind 
1 111 the bargain upward 
mobililv tor 
^agitl.iri.ins I'he tm us 
ii.iw IS on linanie, 

; w'oik leligioii. I ejemoiw and travel 
; Vou will li.we to ciwr .1 l.ii ot ground 
; and though you .lU' pii Hy good .it it, .i 
' Kil will r.'inam lo be done 

' Capricorn 

Decerribui I - J.-inu;try 19 

I'lnaiin s will dimiin.ile 

nm K the two 1 oul ..1 wi II he 
j I mterioiiiii>eled Tlieie 

, 'vi'il be i]uite a tew 

ilisiiii. lions .ind 

.ilti.ii lions toi I .III .iiiil the next month 
loiiid sh'iw \\>u till' w'.i\ Ihe Wind is 
, blow !!i,; I III n.niie ot the i: iiiie will bi- 
ait.i. hiiwiils .it ill k \ els 

Aquarius 

January 20 - February 18 

Von w’lll Imd the 
' w lu'ievvitn.il and till' 

, •'lUTgv to push alieail 
! des'pite restramis .iml a 
1 erlam hoslilit\ Voui 
i relationship:, and W'ork 
aie Ihe areas w liwh demand \oui 
. i.iiii’eih.ite altenliiiii 'Viigiistll 12 is 
loi m.'l. mg lu'.uhv.iy .-V mnuir wish 
. Inll'lliiii'iii IS |ios.,inii. 

Pisces 

' I efiiii.iiy I'-t lAncH .'^'J 

I if.’lllii' ise there will he 
some iiiipiovemeiil but 
w oik piles up and vou 
loiiid be haul pul to 
!• lOjH' with it the tirst tew 
1 days Alter that, von 
! slioiilil be able lo manage it rather 
elliceiitK I he teiv days hold gri’al 
pio.mseo* not on I'l salistaclion but 
' posiUM'io\ and eialion 



B 1 R T H D A Y S 


Angua 1U Moon 

unl«t6, and itN (hoMt fjhc^vrrithm ov ' 

spoken word. A.A. ' "s,’’- ‘ ,■ 

August 

though there wilt he utiet^fO^iict'clUng^ ftia<l''#^Cuii!iNifii 

AMg$itst JU* 

qualittes.wilf sa^hiees»)B«d*itetj|^^ ’ 

joy. , ■ r' '-•.•■'■'V'' 


beneficial effect will be fi-lt on qnd after Fobruary, a sort of 
amalgam of gains and gtmUles. 

August t$: Moon triiwa Iwpitcr giving you m.derjal 
benefits and probably spiritual uplift. Those m businm gain 
considembJy. 

AMgusit^ Moon amtilo Mars means politicians, 
,«pottsrh«n.. baxfkesk jinporters will be fcn die limdight of 
I^Ufity. ^ 

Augua 17; Moon trine Uranus is exoell«n for industrialists, 
ardstsk rawitfcherA lovers and expaoners. For etthent loS; d>c 
. chanties of success are excellent. 
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Culture 

A MAN OF CULTURE 


With fits numerous new projects and ideas, B.P. Singh, culture secretary, is 
the man to watch. Geeta Sharma reports 


fraJ^-oCdiics ago, in Bihal 
village of TMorth Bihar, a 
young bfjy of tnghf 
aci'i in\panit‘tl by his older 
c(tusuis, was taken for admission by 
his grandtather in a new school that 
had been wM up in the v illage by 
Candhifi nn' boy, unlike his 
ciuisins, who were migrating from 
anotlun <icho4')l, had had no nirmal 
education Tht' headmaster gave 
them tfiree sliivts t>t papers to 
answer tbnv questions t>n The task 
done, all the threv, including the 
little boy, were admitted to class 
VTIJ. 

When the little ben s father a 
lawyer, ht-ard o( this, 1 m was tunous 
that Ills st»n, ban-ly eight would 
tuii'e to cope w'tlh the strain ot 
stuiie-s much alxM’e his age and 
lei'el Hut the grandtather prevailed 
and an agns-'ment vv.is wtirki’d out 
wherein the Ihjv was m to n*ad or 
ivnit after suivsi-t m' that his 
I’hilohiv kJ would conhncic 

’ he ban on the bov s stuiic me 
atu t dusk was httisJ orilv when he 
V. as haltwav through coHi'ge at age 
I^ Avi'.ii' l.ifer, he passtsl nut with 
flv’iiig f oil‘urs - b) lopping in htc 
loilege and ranking titth in Patna 
L'm\ ei sity - with .in honours 
degr« i in politn.,)! f».'ience Barelv a 
year Ijtei, he was teaching students 
much older than him in Patna 
Unive'sitv whom he wras appointed 
as a Let toriT■ -a record he holds 
along with an American, which has 
been acknowledged bv the Caiinnes.s 
Book of World Kecord® 

Mo. This IS not the sU>ry of a 
child protiigy vcho went on to 
perform endli*s.s academic feats But 
ot Ralrmki Pi asad Singh, Secretary 
m the Department of Cultiin* 

(IXXT), in the Human Resources 
Ministry' Unlike-his predeces-stirs, 
Singh, in hi.s quic-t silent way, has 
within months ul takmg over, set 
about putting the much neglected 
house of the rXX’ into older, right 
from clearing the mc-ss in the 
Archaeological Survey of India 
(A5>ll to gethng things finally 
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B.P. Singh: Contributing towaids culture in his quiet, low-profile way 


moving on the long awaited 
Nation.ll Cultural Fund 

F or the Sb-year-old bureaucrat. 

\shos».’ mild dt*meanour and 
unassuming style, betrays little of 
the tough assignments ho h.is 
handk-d in tlie pa.st, much hapix*nt*d 
early'm life This uicludes mnrriagc 
at agi* IM, three children soon after 
and selection as an IAS officer, from 
the A.ssam-Meghalaya Cadre at age 
2tV In the sctvkh he saw Assam 
through its most turbulent y'cars ot 
violem-e and iresurgcncy, that later 
e.irned him the prestigious 
Jaw.iharlal Nehru fellowship in 
1W2, b**sides seniui posts in the 
ministries of defence, tnivironment 
and fon*slf and steel and miniTS at 
the Centre- 

Manv ot these assignments 
r^-sulted in .several dose brushes 
with death, the most recent betr^ 
when a tMiiTd> was planted in bis car 
after he ordered a probe into ULFA 
ai tjvities m the forests of A.ssam. In 
another imident—way back in 1*174, 
when Supercop K.P.S Gill was also 
post(?d there—in one student 


agitation, about 40U college boys 
were held hi'led up inside a college 
building in Guwahati while thie BSF 
held siege outside. Thousands ot 
anxious pan-nts .ilso stood outside. 

As Deputy Commissioner, Singh 
uffen-d ti> go inside to talk to tlu- 
angry stuoents despite being 
advised against it. Me drove into the- 
college gate with an armed 
comtabtt- and his driver who were 
asked to wait outside the main door 
and fire it he was attacked when he 
stepped insick-. But once inside, he 
was able to pacify them and ask 
them what mtw wanted. 

" I asked those who wanted to 
give the exams to staiKl on one side 
and those who didn't on the other," 
he recalls. "After a long pause, three 
boys raised their hands to say yes to 
exams, so I took them aside and 
asked the rest to leave." Outside, the 
moment the boys came out, the BSF 
rushed ip, but he .shouted across 
that thisy were to be allowed to go. 

" It was a moment when 1 could 
have been killed but it turned out to 
be a moment when my efforts to 
resolve die tangle wimout a single 


shot being fired, triumphed. Hie 
blessings ibe soUnng parents 
showered on me was my reward.'' 
he !^s. 

challenges and dose shaves 
aside, his present avatar, as culture 
seceelaw—an assignmimt he took 
up last October—4s something Sin^ 
is most fdeased about "1 came to 
cukuie, not os any expert but wiA 
some general awareness of poetry, 
an interest in literature and the nc^ 
to hirther nurture tfic creative 
environment in Ae country," he 
says. 

” But once I took ovc^. 1 began to 
realise that India was a developing 
economy but a devdoped nation 
because of its rich cultural herita^ 
and environment," saj's Stng^ Ht- 
firmly believes that in the posl-Cold 
War .scenario and specially since 
1991, trade and market and not 
military capability are the deciding 
factors of the pow» of a nation 
Along wi A this, culture is also going 
to become an important factor in 
determining that status " So the 
world is going to respect us not only 
because our foretathers had created 
a great culture but because we have 
cn.'au>d a conduave isivironmcnl tor 
it to grow turther," says Singh. 

And Suigh has set about 
contributing his bit, in his quiet, 
low-prohle way. The most 
.substantial among thirm is the tilling 
up of mnn' Aan .SO posts of 
A.ssistant Archaeologists that liave 
been lying vacant in Ae 
Archaeological Sun'cy ot India lor 
over five years now, and had badly 
adected the excai ation work of the 
ASl across the country’. But unlike 
his predecessor in Ai' DOC, Singh, 
in his capaaty as the acting Director 
General of Ae A551, has been able to 
unravel the technical snara that had 
made the UPSC hold up w 
recruitments, and have Ae 
mterviews conducted last monA. 

Singh, realising Ae mess Ae ASI 
is in today, has decided to provide 
all superintending archaeologists 
wiA two assistants, a fax coimection 
each and an additkmaJ viAicle to 
give them more mobility and better 
oumnumicaiian facilities 

A nother challengi^ job Inngh has 
taken up is setting thinra ri^t 
in Ae Lalil Kala Akademi, the 
Natkmal Akademi tor the Pimnotion 
of Fine Arts, that has earned itself 
Ae dnbiotis distinction of being 
contir^led and run by an art mafia at 
mediocre artists in m n«ne of 
democracy. Hie Akademi, governed 
W a 'Denioc ra lKaiHy’ elected 
General Council, was the oidy 


amonfj the three Akadmiies which 
had rejected Ae flaksar Cennmittee 
recxMnmendations for their rei'amp 
as these would have taken the 
control out of their hands. It has 
been auneshed in controversies 
about awards being raven to and 
purchases being ma& erf Ae art 
works of Ae council members and 
Aeir relatives. As a result, eminent 
names in the art world have 
distanced themselves from A' 
Akademi. 

^ngh has, however, got Ae 



KahicAaran MdhapaM: A much 
sought after gum 

Akademi officials to agree to many 
recommendations of tlie Haksar 
Committee though he is tightlipped 
at this stage about how and wnat he 
has got them to agree to. Insiders, 
howcvei; say he had first tried to 
convince A* Akademi officials to 
come around, but when they refused 
to relent, he withheld the annual 
grant to the Akademi till they saw 
sense. 

Not all cultural is.<«ues are that 
ca-sy to resolve, There are, for 
instance, more complex problnns 
since culture rates me lowest on the 
government's list of priorities. As 
many as three of die four premier 
cultural inshtutions such as Ae 
National Museum and Ae National 
Galleiy of Modem Art, have been 
lymg headless for years now and are 
just one pomler to Ais ttend. 

Sin^ ex^ams thM the situatian 
is due to faulty recruitment mies 
that have rendered many 
professionals in these institutions 
inehgMe for Ae In^ posts. But he 
abo baffled why hw predecesBons 
could not find a way out. Singh 


involved exprats, senior artists and 
others in Ae field to examine A' 
i.ssue and came to Ae osndusion 
that creating a separate cadre of tour 
services —Indian Archaeological 
Service, Museum and Art Service, 
AnAropological Service, and 
I ibraries and Records Service—to 
man such instrtntions. Sin^ was 
encouraged by the exampre of the 
forests management Aat was once in 
a chaotic state. But once a separate 
cadre was created, the situation 
improved immediately. 

"1 have already put the proposal 
I before Ac Pay Commissiem and A 
^ Planning Commis.ston. BoA have 
? rrsponcl^ favourably to A idea 
£ and am hopeful that it would 
^ become a reahty in a couple of 
I years," says an optimistic Singh, 
i In the meantime, Singh is trying 
I to find ways out to do away wiA 
! some of the recniitmenl ruk» and fill 
In Ae posts in the next couple of 
monA Singh has even 
recommended a much higher 
allcxTation to A culture department 
I in A run A plan—^R.s 5,000 crore as 
against Rs 700 crore in A current 
pun. 

Singh recalb Aat when he was in 
Bhubaneswar recently, he had called 
on Cum Kelucharan Mahapatra. 
Singh was amared to find mat 
patents of young girls from Bernal, 
Maharashtra and U.P had rented 
rooms Aere during vacations so Aat 
their daughters cmild learn Ance 
for a couple of hours from Ae Guru. 

' ■ I was riMist touched to see A love 
Ae parents had for their dauj^ters 
and reverciKe tor Ae guru. That day 
I felt At we need to create 
conditions so that each city has such 
gurus and maestras," he says. 

Almost as a scxiuel to Ais, Singh, 
reveals that Ae Natumal Cultural 
Fund, un the anvil tor some tunc, 
will soon become a reality. Under the 
fund, which is likely to nave 100 piT 
cent tax exemption, business and 
corporate houses will be invited to 
sponsor cultural and conservation 
projects. They will have a choice not 
only to select the project Aey want 
to tinanoe but also to have a say in 
the people they want to be involved 
with A prefect. Institutions .such as 
ASI or fire Sangeet Natak Akademi, 
would provide A expertLse in A 
running of these projects. 

Even Aough lie has cut down 
the number oHii.s working hours to 
10 to 12 hours from upto 14 a day 
ea Aec Sin^ iias sttB set a long Ibt 
erf tasks to M aorampliiAd. And 
knowing him, he wiU not resd easy 
until ht^as tied op ev«ay last loose 
end ■ 
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Prorle 

WHAT’S COOKING? 


Paromita Mukhopttdhyay meets Joyce Westrip, who has tvritten several 
Ixtoks on Indian food from her home in Perth, Australia 


'oyce V^^trip was seven years 
old when bit her chilh. 
It was a f^tne that she usually 
aycxl with her sister and 
Every night at dmnei' as the 
children were having their soup, 
they would be made to dost* their 
eyes. A chiUi was dropped into one 
of the soups and whosoever 
scooped tw chilli had to eat it This 
time It was her turn. 

The tinghng taste of that chilli 
led to her piKskm for Indian food 
and recipes. WSestnp today has a 
library of over 700 Indian recipe 
books in h(>r coileclion back home in 
Perth, Australia. She has given 
audio visual presentations on 
India's art and culture. And htrr 
radio talks and rookmg ckeises 
—Indian food, ot course—too are 
veiy popular Down Under 

"m'stnp's links with India goes 
back to her grandfather WRliam 
McC'osh. An officer in the British 
army, McCosh lived in C alciitta His 
mansion, Khitani Lodge on Camac 
street, still stands an that busy 
Calcutta thomu^ifan;. Her parents, 
Alec and Doris Cave, too met in 
Calcutta. It was at a fair held at the 
Calcutta maidan. Tlie 13-ycar-oki 
Dorts was afraid to get on thi' big 
terns wheel while hiT mother was 
keen on it. Luckily, Alec Cave, a 
British officer, was around and he 
was given the task of looking after 
the teenager till her mother 
returned. Tver since," Westrip 
lauj^s, "my tadier had my mother 
on me wheel." 

By l‘l2h. C ave had left the army 
and gymed the Kolar g<^ field at 
Tamil Nadu and remained there till 
l^Mb "My mother■ s speciahty was 
the brinjal mckat which she (eami 
here," recalls Wtstrip. She studied at 
the Bishop Cotton School in 
Bairealore and later went to England 
for her graduation. 

But she messed Indian food 
there. "On one occasion," she says, 
"when I tried to make a curry it 
turned out to be a .shame." It was 
only after her mother sent her the 
spires tram India that she was able 
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Joyce Wesbip: A passionate adnmr of Iniian cuWne and racipes 
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to do justice to the dish. 

I-lfflr royal hunt for Indian recipes 
b^an dwn. "It was very 
difficult to find recipe bodes then as 
it was mamly a v«bal tradition but I 


never gave up," says Westrip. Her 
prused cdiections uidude antique 
books written for the mentsoAite, one 
in Marathi for the Mahara^ of 
Baroda and a little book written in 
the 18th century by a Nawab. 


W estrip's recently relea.sed book 
Ah ABC Indian Food - From 
Aab Gosht to Zeera has be^ widely 
acclaimed. It is a dictionary of 
oolloqtoal Indian versions of various 
food and vegetables. "1 have spoken 
to many tourists and found that they 
(rften don't know what to eat and so 
I thought this is what they need," 
says lAfestrip. 

Her second book on Moghul 
cooking is due to be released in 
Englaito in Octtiber. It contains 100 
recipes of Moghlai food including 
drinks and desserts. But it's not like 
any other regular rook book. Every 
recipe has a talc behind it—how it 
came about. “A chicken did) to be 
named after emperor Akbar had to 
be cooked over 200 tim«*s till His 
royal highnes.s appro\'t'd it" says 
Wrttnp 

Cietting all the information was a 
difficult task. 

Westrip travelled 

extensively—includmg a trip from 
Istanabul to Kashmir just to 
understand the Persian influence on 
MughalffMxl "T have spoken to the 
descendents ot a number of chefs at 
the nawab's kitchens." says Westrip. 
It look her 10 years to research and 
finally write the txxik. 

And that's not all. Westnp has 
also co-authon:*d another book with 
Peggy Holroid which awaits 

E umication. It's called India Down 
tnder. As the name suggi-sts, the 
book deals with the liniw belwt'en 
India and Australia. "Anyone would 
be surprised by the similarities 
between the two countries," .she 
says. 

Both the authors travelled 
through Australia interviewing 
different people whose ancestors 
lived in todia. "I've heard the tales ot 
an Anglo-Indian matron wlv^ rycl«?d 
throuj^ cities during tlie riots and 
the nanny of many officers' children. 
The eighth Nizam of Hyderabad has 
property in Perffi—there are so 
many others," she says. 

All fiuough it was her husband, 
Charles, who stood by her. He has 
been in the building industry in 
Australia and, says Westrip. “He 
knows the taste very well and is my 



Joyce Westrip with her husband Chaitas 


‘It was very difficult to 
find recipe books then 
as it was mainly a 
verbal tradition but 1 
never gave up’ says 
Westrip. Her prized 
collections include 
antique books written 
for the memmhibn and a 
little book written in the 
18th century by 
a Nawab 

best critic." Asked whether his wife 
is a goixi cook, Charles replies, 

"She s excellent," adding, "doesn't it 
show," as he points to his paunch 
He favourite di.shcs incluae Dal and 
Chicken Kashmiri. 

F or Westrip, cooking i.s all abiiut 
love and sharing Sne considers 
thts the essentia) ingredient m any 
recipe. The uniqueness of Indian 
food lies in thi* treshne.ss of the 
contents, the spices, and the aroma 
She has travelled all over the world 
and visitiKl Indian restaurants "But 
Indian food in India ls much better 
in India than anywhere else in the 
world. It is the loss of oils and the 
freshness of the fla\ our that makes 
the difference," says Westnp. 

Another fascinating part of 
Indian cuisine is the regional 
variations. "Take tfie sauce-based 
dirJiesv for instaiKe, each one has its 


own flavour. You wdl never find this 
in any country in the world," claims 
Westnp. 

However, her favounte are the 
Hyderabad dishes."The sweet and 
sour taste ot tamarind base is 
fascinating Dopiaura and 
Bagarebaigan an* disht's that you'll 
never find anyx'hcre in the 
world."But rice tops her priority 
"You can torture me to any extent 
and I won’t let out a secret but put a 
bi'wl of rice in front of me and 
cveiything will come pouring out," 
she laughs 

Back home at Perth, Australia, 
Westrip conks Indian food at least 
twice every week Luckily, most of 
the ingredients are available there. 
After planning what to rook, she 
.spends a day shopping. Next oimes 
the preparatinn.s—<iiopping, 
grinding and laying out everything 
in proper proportions on her tray. 
When there are guests, ht'r stster, 
Maureen, helps her out. 

In tact gu'.'sts are a regular 
feature at home (.tften the Westnps 
entertain important dignitaiics. Just 
beton’ her went trip to India thev 
had the Indian I lign Commissioner 
over for dinner"! always prepare a 
bufiel and ^ive at Iea.st eight ilislies 
so that there is enough to rhixise 
from," says tlic enthusiastic icxik 

Westrip's cixiking classt's iirc 
famous. She alsii givi-s radio talks 
and has personally intnxlua'd 
hundreds of fieople to Indian 
cuisine. And .she hasn't given 
up—writing another rerijx' bcxik on 
Ilyderabadi toixl i.s next on her 
priority. "My heart is there and 1 
want to do It well," she says, going a 
little mi.sty-eyed at the thought. ■ 
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'IRST PERSON 


NAMITA GOKHALE made her with Dis^udcis of a tukftd preSitsed ' 

the much hyped Socialite Evenings Qien, Gokhale kas a^um^ beert a imidrsi^, she ; 

Super, a film magazine that garre S^iist a run for its numey m the taie Sev^tiesrA ca^ a/yeah 
ago she published her second novel GOds, O^aves and CraiidniQther. latht b^A^tnadAym 
Love Story, is due to hit the stands'&asmondt^ . : 

TATIutisrmurldeaaf 
T T perfect happincsa? 

A winter afternooiv 
in the hills, orwtataiing 
»>t the blue j^^wve. 

What is your 
fear? 

fm terrified of lifts 
my gmatest fear is iiuit 
ril be stuck in a lift and 
everyone will forget 
about me. 

Who or what has been 
the greatest influence in 
your Iifc7 

My husband, Kaiiv, 




who died fast year. 

What do you ^slike 
most m others? 

Complacency. 

What do yon dMike 
most in yourself? 

I recognise that I 
have a tendency 
towards social nypcKTisy. 

What is yonr most pre<M 
posse s sion? 

'Ihe full moon reflected on a 
still lake; I'm not good with 
tHsscasions. 

What objects do yem always cany? 

My favourite hairbrush and the 
ttanumm ChaliaiL 

What makes you most deptessed? 

A friend wrote fliis poem for me 
a long time ago; "Reclining ett my 
fitir love's heomng breast 
'When sfie hthales I am gl»t depressed. “ 

"i 

What do you disliko aooal tmyour 
appearance? 

My crooked front teelli. 

WThat is yowlavoisrlte wnmd? 


' myself when fWi»' two 
jfeats old. Anywayl afl 
writen are nards^t^ 
What is your source a£ 
siutenanccT 
Ci^ocandihe 
company at friends. 

On what occasions do 
yon tte? 

I’m the worst har in the 
world— 1 get a stuy 
smirk whidt is a dead 
giveaway whm I lie. 
What la 3 rouf greatest 
regret? 

That 1 missed out on a 
formal academic 
eductition. 

What has been your 
happiest moment? 
Watching my daughter 
Meru’s unblinking stare 
as she came out of my 
womb. 

What brings tears In 
your ^es7 
The si^t of anybody 
trying against 
insufmount^:^ odds. 
How do you relax? 
Vegetable shopping and 
my evenitig swm. 

What do you envy anost 
in oAeis? 


A writer's UK is a .daii 
with words. Ihey-'cMi't a&ord a 
favourite wood. 

What is yout favoiuita jonmey? 
That’s eaqr-^-the' fainUiar 

to Nahdfat ribich Tve 
1 in A Hmsdayan hove 
Story, my sexm-to-be-^^ased 


cmvei. 

What is your <awoiuHe ^eam? 

Abnosteveiynl^tf dream of ' 
‘Primrose’, our edd nouse ui 
Ntdrutal. 

What is yarn nigfiamierti 
The. four years oif my Me 

have been a ival^ng rtif^hlinare.. 
Whm Of ndm lb liM greitieM looc of 
your life? ‘ • 

I tell seriously ut.'htve wkh 



OM txutptesekdoyihgeacK 
ofliec’s oonmany>'. 
flour .wdtild you film ■ 


As 0 sfrehg pmoon 
give strength to odsetSP. . ' ! 

ltisw#oiwydiH lmlipii&t? . 
Wf^iioity ^cs 

ouloim'olmtttthe.pasirigh^^ftet*,. 
deaflv.. ■ 










Qiiiic like any language, I he gtammai 
of engme eare liAs irs very own niles. Which 
enables ihc SERVO brand of over 400 lubric^is 
to understand ■.he dialect of virtually every 
enijine lyjx'. 

SERVO actively reduces carhim Iniild'iip. 
C;icaivs and protects engines. Increases mileage. 



Reduces maintenance costs. In other words, 
SERVO simply adds life to your engines. 

Popular parlance piso has a K‘nt for 
summarising things across every language. 
Which IS why, |usr one word aprly describes 
all the .subtle nuances of engine caie. 

An engine oil like no other. 


SERVO . WORLD CLASS LUBRICAMTS. FROM MDIAHOIL. 
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«r they win . 

eaf theU-wmSs as ill Ae 
esse olSourav Gwnicidy 

(.'AfllhiuhderMtiiyt^ 

There can be tuo {dotdit 
cridketns from die .- 
eastern zone have been 
made victuns a4 regional 
politics. Subruto Baneijee 
and Utpal Chatteriee 
started tfteir careers well 
but were dropped fiDn.\ 
the team soon after when 
their trerfocmances were 
founo not up to the mark. 
Had they al^ bear treab 
ed sympathetically like 
R^u and Ankola, they 
too, could have proved 
their worth. 

.Kmiai C3»tterf»e, 

DAoNlnai 


ti Bengal has jdways' /- 
been ni^lected b» m 
natiotm 


could not p 
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inaxK in wci(ld<iidl!et and 
that Ibo^ at Lord's, 
tlttoceas also proves that 
talent amndt be sup'. 
peesa^ VVi£h peesever* 
ence ard paticmcei itwiD 
find reoognitiocu. 
iteap liiaMr GereL 
Cab^ut 

II ^porisnien from Bensal 
are muiliy oombtg into the 
limeU^t. First, it was 
5oun% then Lemktcr Pais. 
This idtows that with the 
right attitude Ber^ too 
can pihdttce good sports¬ 
men, 

Peihaps, white we 
were lemteing over 
SouraVa test we forgot 
another pti^rer firOkb 
Bengid, adwes prodigy 
by S^naitte^ 


Aaiahteib^rttiot (hese 
diaiR]Mnewilpta lhiha - 
becsttste laoc dffttiKli; 
hMtthce Ihe Cerdia^ 
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SFcrnoNs 


RIYA AND Raima, Suchitra Sen's two grand¬ 
daughters, make their debut in show huusiness. 
What plans does Mama Moon Moon Sen have 
for them? 

PAGE 26 


INDUS CREHT is the first Indian band on the 
Internet. 

Moon Moon Son with her daughters 
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Family Pride 

Raifna and Riya, Mcnm Moon Sen's daughters, are thefamily’s third generation 
'% cmtrants into the glamorous imrld of show business. 

Rt^lakshmi Bhattachatyya reports 

YOU HAVE TOGRANl'MOON MOON SEN IHISMLICH ATLEAST; ITIS IMPOSSIBLE TO FAZE HER. YOU 
may walk in on her, as she emerges from her bathroom, fresh from an invigorating shower, 
witli only a towel to preserve her mcxlesty. But rather than shriek loudly, and insist that you 
leave forthwidi, she merely raises an eyebrow and asks you what you're doing there. You 
remind her that you have an appointment. 

"Oh yes," she says, "Well, just wait for a minute. I'll get dressed and join you." 

Moon M(.x>n is as good as her word. A few minutes later she comes and sits besi 

de you, wearing a pair of 
jean.s with her thick hair fall¬ 
ing down her back in a 
deluge of curls. Witli the light¬ 
est of make-up and in tlie 
glare of sunlight, she looks 
amazingly gtxHi. Amazing, 
because Ms Sen is the nmther 
of twt) grown-up daughters, 

Raima and Riya, lx>th of 
whom have already made an 
entry into the wtirld of 
showbiz. 

And Moi>n Moon is already playing the pniud mother. "Two big companies," she tells you, 
"are fighting to get my daughters to model for their shampoos." And when Dolu and Buri— 
as the two girls are called at home—arrive, dressed to kill for the ensuing photo-session,'you 
Cem understand why- 

Raima is resplendent in a lime green skirt and a matching brief top, while Riya is dressed in 
a black and white mini skirt, paired with a skimpy white top. They come trotting in on stille- 
toes, their heels clattering in the a>rridor outside. Their silky black hair is left loose, as they per¬ 
form for the camera with amsUmmate ease. 

But then, they have the perfect model to foUow: their own mother. A photographer in her 







own right, nobo¬ 
dy under^ands camera aiigles better 
than Moon Moon, and she gives the 
benefit of her vast experience to her 
daughters, instructing them to turn 
this way or that, and flash "those 
pearly-white teeth". The daughters 
obey widi alacrity, even as th«r 
mother beams with pnde. 

'^his kind of encouragement was 
X what Moon Moon lacked sor^ 
when she herself was a teenager. Iiie 
only child of Bengali film actress— 
and livir^lexcnd—Suchitra Sen, 

Moon Moon ud a very protected 
duidhood, Photograpriers were pre¬ 
vented from diooting her when she 
accompanied her mother on the sets. 
And under this protective umbrella. 
Moon Moon grew up to be a shy, intro¬ 
verted child, who kepi out of the lime¬ 
light md wanted noming more dian 
to concentrate cm her studies. 

The idea of joining films hadn't 



even occurred to Moon Moon them 
She dabbled in everything from teadi- 
ing tophotograf^y, butmntheinevi- 
table happened: she was asked to 
mcxlel Iot a toodtpaste ad. (It is one of 
life's amazing coincidences that Sue- 
hitra Sen also began her career with a 
dental ad; as did her granddaugjKter 
^a.) Films were a natural progres¬ 
sion, and Moon Mexm made her debut 
vrUiiRa/bodhu. 

Then began the long—and in the 
end, thankless—struggle to come out 
of the long shadow cast by her modier, 
Suchitra, who was Bengal's leading 
heroine thanks to such films as A^'- 
paiikaha, Def^Jde lai, Haarano^r 
and SaptapaaL Mocm Moon did well 
enough to bag an award as a non- 
Telugu actress in K. Vishwanathan's 
Sri Vinela, and her performance in 
Saty^tJUay Fnsaitswas a personal 
mil^tone. 

But like her mother before her. 
Moon Moon never succeeded in con- 







quering Bollywood. Sudiitra had tri* 
to break into Hindi dnema with 
first Xbanta, and dien Andhihut only 
met with limited success. The .same 
story was repeated with her daughter, 
who despite playing in several movies 
in Bombay, never really made it to die 
top bracket, though she was a omstant 
fixture in the gossip columns. 

Moon Moon now concedes that her 
career was "very accidental and 
haphazard", but she wants her 
daughters to go about things in a more 
systematic manner. "And while I am 
not idiot enough to think that diey are 
d'O most beautiful girls in the world," 
she savs, "my celebrity status may 

S 've them a break in showbiz. As for 
e rest, they would have to work very 
hard." 

But films is not what Moon Moon 
wants for her dau{^tcrs right now; 
she would rather they spent three four 
wars studying. "I am looking forward 
to theu- reading Kafka," she says. 




RIya at J,J. Valaya'steshlon show 


"lislenmg to Western classical music, 
visiting coffee houses, or arguing 
endles.sly over a wide spectrum of 
topics—as most students do in colle¬ 
ge. To have to think of a profession at 
wt stage would be terriole." 

M otherhood is, clearly, something 
that Moon Moon takes very 
seriously. Having lost Iwr first child 
because of a niscarriage, she consi¬ 
ders her two daughters to be "beauti¬ 
ful gifts of God", and regrets that she 
missed a Im of growing up 
because ^ was away working so 
often. 

Even now. Moon Moon says, she 
finds it difficult to devote as much 
time to her children as she would like 
to, flooded as she IS with offers to act m 
films, serials and even a fatra, Sundar- 
banerRvipMhL "What we atre doii^ to 
our kids is criminal," she says, "for 
diere is no substitute for the time that a 
mother should devotetoherduldren 
—whidi is always." 

But then. Moon Moon had help in 
bringing up her daughters; from her 
husband and mother, Suchitra, i^io is 
devoted to the two girls. Thou(^ Sen 
Senior now lives like a Garboesque 
reduse, the only two visitors who are 


truly welcome are her two 
granddaughters 

As Riya puts it, "Amma is a voy 
auiet and canng person, and she 
minks we are these delicate creatures 
who need to be constantly nurtured. 
There are times that she visits us, and 
in the not too distant past we would go 
over-and spend long weekends at hei 
house. But at the moment, exams ate 
keeping us away from staying over- 
mght with her." 

Raima, an ardent admirer of her 
grandmodier, adds, "%e is a very pri¬ 
vate person, who can have a bad tem¬ 
per." But, .she says a moment later, 
"Though frankly, mother's Ls worse." 

As in most families, the grandmiv 
ther is more prone to spoiling the kid.s 
than the momer. Moon Moon recalls 
asking her mother—in pure (csf— 
why ^ had no objections to Raima 
ana Riya coming under the arclights, 
when die never encouraged her own 
daughter. Suchitra repli^ "They are 
my granddaughters." End of 
conversation 

Like all grandmoms, Suchitra 
believes that Moon Moon is loo strict 
with her daughters. And Moon Moon 
for her part, says that she has left it to 
her mother "to ingrain into them the 









basic values of life" before they leave 
dw' wann centre of their family to 
make a mark in the world- For, at the 
end of the day, Sudiitra is her 
daughter's bmt friend, %vilh whom 
slie can share her "closest thoughts" 
m a way she can't with anyone else 
Moon Moon insists,, despite appear- 
anres to die contrary j she is very 
much a family person. She calls up her 
daughters from wherever ^e is, 
accompanies them to discos, and gives 
them bps on liow to walk, talk, dress 
and jive. 

M oon Moon was only in Class VUI 
when she met Bharat Dev 
Varma — who went on to become her 
hu^and—at a friend's party in Cal¬ 
cutta But no, sparks didn't exactly fly 
and several years passed before Moon 
Moon's and Habi's (as Varma is popu¬ 
larly known Ipadis crossed again, at 
yet another mend's place, where she 
was invited tor lurudi. 


The friend, who had just been 
crowned Miss Calcutta, was Varma's 
date for the evening. But he oflered 
Moim Moon a lift back home. And 
.soon, dteywne dating regularly— 
going for |»cnics, dinner and d ancing 
—in an increasingly romantic court¬ 
ship. It wasn't long before Habi (who 
had had a short-lived first marriage) 
proposed; and Moon Moon accepted. 

Moon Moon miscarried her first 
baby, and was not allowed to go out 
for several monfiis. "As I had to lie the 
whole day," she recalls, "my mother's 
portrait that hung from one of the 
walls on my bedroom made me wish 
for a daughter who would look exact¬ 
ly like her." And when Raima was 
bom, her resemblance to Suchitra pro¬ 
ved to be .striking, much to Moon 
Moon's delight. 

Raima's introduction to the world 
of show businiiss came early. Moon 
Moon's face breaks into foe fondest of 
smiles as she remembers foe bme 
when she modelled as a young mother 
putting mosquito rraellent oil on to 
ner chud's bottom. That child was, 
of course, Raima. 

When Raima was only nine years 
old. she acted m a movie, SaaptT 
Chokh, and later enacted her mother's 
childhcKxl role in Swagat Afoit -Sen, 
who directed foe movie, is perhaps 
the only film maker to have worked 
wifo all three generafions: he directed 
Sudiitra in Uttar Falguni and both 
Moon Moon and Raima in Swagat 

Riya's brush wifo films came with 
Viahkanya. when she was only seven. 
"I acted as foe young Fooja Bedi," she 
reiralls, "hating every moment of the 
shooting 1 /him got whirring some 
time around 3 o'clock in the morning." 

"In foe sphere of acting," adds 






The romant'u duo: Suchitra Sen and Uttam Kumar in Agnipariksha 


Moon Moon, "il was Soumitra Chal- 
ieriec who worked first with my 
mother in Saat Paake Bandha, and 
later with me and Riya in Gaiawukta " 

Now, however. Muon Moon's tv'o 
daughters are all set to conquer farther 
fields. Raima, who is named after a 
river in Tripura by her father, is 
already dreaming of malang it in Bolly¬ 
wood. "I have received two offers so 
far," she says, "One was of a wheel 
chair-ridden girl, which was not quite 
what 1 would like my first role to be." 
But there is still talk of her portraying 
Sarada Ma's childhood, though the 
details or the project have still to be 
worked out 

Says Raima, "1 agree witli my 
mother that studies should come first 


Saat Paake Bandha ; Suchitra Sen and Soumitra Chatterjee 







Siichitra Sen at her daughter's wedding; Sanieev Kumai was a special guest for the occasion 


and llxat tilins will have to taki> a back- 
sccit at least for the lime boinj; Molliet 
wants to send me to an tii'l school in 
I’ondichei i y and I taddv feels that 1 
shimid learn thecliissical dames, but 
let s se«‘ 

R iya IS the more tierv of ihi* two 
sisters, chirpy and vivacious, and 
nurtur:ii){ ilreams of becoininf; a fash¬ 
ion desipiei Modelling, of course, 
remains an option, though she may 
(ust end up llirting with it Catted with 
A raie sense ot colour, she paints at lei¬ 
sure, .ind IS .1 se't-<.ontesscd Channel \' 
freak 

Raima, w'lu.- vvas alwa% getting into 
trouble alschoi'l tshe still reli.shes ri“Ia- 
hng those pranks oi her's), prefi'rs to 
watch invivies in her sjiare time - 
)odieIost.M JIK- Maiililin I >i\lt-iiehe! 

curunl Ijvoiii ites Ift.i llii le e.,! m-o 
ous side to Raima as well she has join 
eJ her schtHil’s social service wing, 
which takes them once a month to 
serve at old age homes and orphana¬ 
ges A short stint at Shillong earlier 
had seen her teaching h.indicapi'ed 
children to read and n nte 

fiut like most kfd-. their age, Raima 
am! Ibv.i I'iV“ li.o 'og tun as well Bi>fh 


ot them volunteered tor the Channel V 
Roadshv'w, putting up posters, hav¬ 
ing lunch w'lth the veejays and a 
groovy time at discos Not to be outdo¬ 
ne, M'l'V' roped in Moon Moon and 
Riya for a cruise down the Hooghh’ 
with Kaiiul Khaniiu who asked Rn’a 
such questions as; “Are vou a fliil'^' 

“I told him 1 wasn't,' remembers a 
liiumnbant Riya In fact, both sisters 
deny having steady boylnends, 
though they concede that they do go 
out to parties ''w'ilh friends who am 
boys '. In tact, Riya agreed to do a 
toothpaste ad only because all hei 
trieiids were involved and it would be 
■'fun'' 

Riva's brst introduction to the 
w'oiid OI iWhion canu- at a ! J Valaya 
tasluon shoi in which she v\ as dress- 
I'd .e .il.'ecl i:'<.liai. i'hii-t',-n.i iio’hlc; "1 
was 14 (hell, and qiine tonsr .tiij :ir> 
vous,' giggles Riya todaj 'Ihepholo- 
grapher, Rohil CKawla, who is also a 
friend ot my mother's, had asked if I 
could be taken in tor the shi'w And 
soon I found myself walking beside 
the lashion maestn' woh teathei - 
stock in my hair “ 

Hut while Moon Moon is quite pleas¬ 
ed to have her darlings participate in 


fashion shows and model for the odd 
advertisement, movies are a big nu-no 
tor the time being— unless, of course, 
some big-lime producer approaches 
them h'or the moment, she wants 
Raima and Riya to coneontrate on 
their studios and develop well- 
rounded personalities. 

And nobody is better placed to 
achieve this than Raima and Riya 
Their home is constantly overrun with 
all kinds of celebrity visitors, ranging 
from Princess Alexandra of Greece, 
polo players from Argentina, writers 
of repute and, of course, actors And 
Moon Muon is quick to realist* the 
advantages inherent in allowing her 
daughters to interact with them 

As she says, “It is not enough to be 
born beautiful. One has to be intelUg- 
ent ds well. And 1 would like my 
daughters tc* grow into fine human 
beings who are able to take care of 
themselves ” This was a lesson that 
Suchitra had imparted to her 
daughter. Moon Moon And she in 
turn IS passing it on to the third genera¬ 
tion. ■ 

Photographs of Moon Moon Sen 
and her daughters by Amit Datta 
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Aries 

March 21 - Apnl 20 

" 'Z ui tT! '"'.Vf' Jtljch 

iTi(*nts dnti ht'v or al 
MjHX It-Mst iit'w arritacts. 
_JHlI hguri' oroniiiicntly, 
adding spia- ana ict- to lite 
WhiU' the lotus will bf on iob 
and oi'fupation, \’ou will havi- 
tho time and oniTgv’ to 
socialisi'. bi‘ a good sport, m‘ 1 I 
an ido.i or a produi'l, b%imis}i 
thf linage ot vont eonipaiiv 
•ir.d plav wttli I'liildren 

Taurus 

Apnl^l - May 20 
r 1 l.uik IS on vonr side 
I and tlial means 
! I ham es > an, arul 
i should be taken 
I hen- are nianv good things 
happening bill the mam will 
be emotional h.ippines-., joy in 
the heart and that's what lite 
e- all abi'iil l.'hildren, spoits, 
reerealional j'llisiiils and hob- 
L’les oiKo again give ,im|>le 
setista'.tion 

Gemini 

May 21 - June 20 

^oll .Te advi.asl ti ■ 
Inin lilt seao’hlighl 
on vouisi'll and give 
all the atlentuin von 
(an to llu' home ai. well 
Rerun ation, deioiinioii inst.il 
lalion t>l iiuKliinery and gad 
g“l^ in thi oltue am also tore- 
told This ih delinitelv a 
mightt tiusv week, with many 
irons in the tire and it will 
reqi! e .ill \'oui .skills 





Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

Catch time bv the 
toreloek bv making 
phone c.ills, writing 
?,.! letters, meeting jh-o- 
pie, .ittendmg partnvs. propos¬ 
ing to vour loved one, travel 
ling , communicating, signing 
iinitraets and keeping 
appointments Sleep less, eat 
less and give j'f'urselt to the 
sonal circuit The next week is 
t(>i piiisuing unfinislted work 

Leo 

July 21 — August 21 

■ ] E-xiellent week to 

introduce modem 
loricepls and 
methodologv to old 
tried, tested systems and situ- 
alioiis >ou will teel alleilion- 
atv, buovant, perked up and 
thus ladiate ,■ lot ot energy lor 
ollu'rs 1(1 upon .mil 
utilise kUiMoiislv, von will be 
popular Time to siuialisi' aiiil 
win Iriviids 


rg€> 

|uS ^22 - Septembet 22 
' Siiong .ind positive 
1 ,11 cent on aiiv sell 
■ improvement j'lan 
J are on Ihi anvil Ion 
, do leieive giiod news in llie 
, next n days oi so This r, i 
' tune to slied okl skiiw anil be 
i a ditterent von ^on will bi 
' making pl.in.s toi the luluie 
' and they will come to pass 
j That's good tor Voil 'Ii.ivel 
I and loi e toietold 
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Libra 

September 23 - October 22 

t onhdeiUial and pri¬ 
vate matters will be 
taken up and exam- 
I ZiMti.. A ineii in ibe eleai 
lighl ot dav so to sav, 

E-xpi'iises will be he.iv v and so 
keep a hold on vour spending 
OI it loiilJ mil awav w'llh voii 
Do e\pi’i I \ isilois or you 
iiuilil hi' iiuirneymg or even 
both are pri'bable IV’ople will 
svmpalhise 


Scorpio 

Oefoho! M - - I 





October 23 -• Nowembei 22 

c..aneslia says go all 
(j out iiii vour heart s 
sei lel and open 
1 .* vlesircs .iiivl the 

' ih.iiii es aie vmi may gel at 
, least one Partnerships should 
' be one ot voiii prim.iries Any 
: t\pi‘111 soil.il outings .should 
end ii.ippilv .iild even prof- 
' itahlv ShiI’wdm'ss brings sue- 
' ii'ss III Loniplii.iled negoti.i- 

llOIIS 

Sagittarius 

November 23 — December 20 
lou will work hard, 
pl.iy haid and travel 
I he Iasi will be p.it- 
III Lil.irlv lelevant m 
vour lite ^oll will sparkle 
with i Inn in, i.idiate with joy 
.ind 111 High h.tid pressed lor 
linn , you will give yniirsell 
lieely and lumianelv Von will 
Se ,1 gill till the Win Id this 
week hike caie ot vour he.illli 
as woik pressures mount 



Capricorn 

December 21 — January 19 

The flush times, the 
good tinu»s bi'ckon 
.ind you will 
rivsnond like a r.iiv 
horse. Your sharp mlelligeiKe 
will help you to make tlie 
right decisions about finanvx-, 
home. I areei childien and the 
t.iiels ot lite as it were, I'lie 
iiexl vvwk IS a lonlniuation of 
these decisions and theretore 
give il the best you do h.ive 

Aquarius 

January 20 - February 18 

You will be able to 
ri regroup and reor 
{ ganise anil that 
I.. should be most 

encouiagiiig I’artiie'sh'ps and 
lies a' .ill level.s. the pragmatic 
to the strictly platonic are in.li- 
c.iled I his week is loi iiidepth 
thinking and planning 
I'lnanies nine ag.iin holii the 
kev and you lan .inticipale 
Il ins and hinds 

Pisces 

February 19 March 20 

Wedding bell*, once 
agnm. links and ties 
too, business 
.J alliances and collab- 
oratioiis, lake your lime and 
energy It is <i good lime to 
meet people be Ineiidly and 
aciomodatmg as much as pos¬ 
sible and eii|oy lite m the bar¬ 
gain A wish iulfillmoiit 
shiuilcl complete ihecirile lot 
you 



BIRTHDAYS 


September if Moon coniunefiotv Mars-Venui> indicates, 
according to Camjeher ^^"7 money, love and luxury, A 
bfrdiyear erf pv^se. 

J e f r fae ii r e r Wmis by dexterity, 

duntri hid^ a vtiry Iprmidi^le 

goodies of life, Wdtey loye, ime, house aod position. 
SepteSHper trine j^to nteans, aceoteding to 

CtoeshA bodi thesfs ener^ yrilatwfs.etto jMp you to adhteve 
even th^ impoeslMs; provided Stem is eriort. 

Jii j p t e in be r lf? Venus trine Saturn itorans it yuu ran just cun- 
talnyouradf a bit then* anno hi'fghts yoti Chuuk h climb, be 


it business, protosston, job or {ust pkasing a loved one. Fate 
wants you to be happy, 

SeptenOter JZ’ New moon helps yew to be positive and 
enthusiastic. Children, oontactsv communication, journey, new 
oppi>riunitiii!B and challengot wUi rialtn you. 

Sepfentbvr 13: Mocm conjunction Mercury t$ exeelknt for 
traders, statisticians, editats, progtatnmen and tailors. 

Victorj* IS assured, 

September 14: Moon oMosition batutn does mean stress 
I but it dvX's not ntle out^y and success. Ait it means is a little 
■ extra efhirt. 


Exquisite craftsmanship in 
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Dealer in precious and 
astrological stones. 
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An extract 
from 

Satarupa 

Ba'^erjec*s 

new cook book 
for workinfj 
women who 
need to cook 
in a hurry 


Extracted from 

Ttiv VCitrkcihoht:'- 
CiM>fefj< K>k 

by 

Satarupa Banerfee 
MHtbUshed by 
Renguin Books 
India (P) Ud 
Price Rs 150 
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tt'rc y<'ur weekly renin re men t nl 

rhickeii and fish in jrtdividucil 
pnrlions in the fri'e/er fcveri- nij^ht, 
place tme portion on the last shelf of 
the retriROialor so that vou don'i 
have to thaw if the following niorn- 
inj:; If you have tci m.iiinate any- 
thinf;, do so the previous niglil, so 
that all that vou have lc> do in the 
morning is Ici cook it 

To make garlic easier to pi*el, 
separate a pod into its component 
segments Kub a little oil on to eaih 
segment and leave it lo the sun for a 
day The thin skin will cc'.Tie otf casi- 
Iv after that and the garlic can be 
ground and stored in a jar in the 
refrigeratot. It can be used to flavour 
almost anything from a plain cauli¬ 
flower dish to a fancT fried fish 
When a recipe calls for finely 
chopped ginger, grate tt in the 
Coarser part of grater C'.iating garlic 
instead of cutting it is quicker too 
Pressure coi»k twice the amount 
of dill you need or a meal Store half 
in the refrigerator and serve it the 
next day with a different seasoning 
Spinach boiled and pureed in a 
blender can be kept and used for 
several dishes, with maaaliis, pota¬ 
toes or pmu’cr as a dish, with soup 
cub«*s and milk as a soup, added to 
omelettes to make them interesting, 
in a che'^se sauce with chopped up 
sausages for a baked dish and so on. 

CIrated coconut freezi's well in 
the ice ciitic section of even a small 
refrigerator and is a wonderful way 
of brighte ling up an everyday veg¬ 
etable or dal 

Cook ever^’thing in a kurhai The 
heat is distributed more.evenly, you 
use less oil and everything cooks 
taster 

Practically any vegetable can be 
boiled, mixed with a couple of soup 
cubes and s^mc chet\se and made 
into a.delicious .soup, even tinda. 

Use peanuts or any other nuts to 
make the plainest dishes more exotic 


—a salad, a sandwich, a fancy rice, 
an omelette and make them more 
nutritious in the bargain. 

When a recipe c^ls for chopped 
nuts, spread them on the counter 
and crush them w'ith a rolling pin 
until they aie of the size you require 

Cake batters con be made quick- 
ei if vou powder the sugar in the 
mixie and bring the butter to room 
ternperatuiv before creaming the 
two, cl basic step m most cake 
re-'Cipes. 

Shell peas and keep in a plastic 
bag in the refrigerator. Take out the 
necessary' amount Will keep for at 
least a week. 

Grind onion, ginger and garlic to 
a paste, fry it till brown. Cool and 
freeze it in an air tight container. 

Add fresh tomatoes or tomato puree 
or curd and your gravy is ready. The 
entire house will not reek of onion 
and garlic every time you make a 
curiy Make it a once-in-a-fortrught 
process and keep yourself cool and 
the home free of the ever pervading 
smell of masala. 

Sandwich leftover vegetables, 
brush the outside with ghee and 
toast them in the sandwich toaster. 
Top It with tomato sauce. Delicious 
at breakfast or tea time. 

Dip soiled plates and utensils in 
a basin of water to which a little 
soap powder has been added. This 
loosens giime and grease and makes 
washing water easier and quicker. 

Keep pieces of iwwspaper to 
wipe fooa particles chopped on the 
table This avoids soiling of dusters. 
Better still, place the chopping board 
on a newspaper and just dispose of 
the waste afterwards. 

If your family thrives on pota¬ 
toes, ^il up enough in the cooker to 
last for 3-4 d^s and store in the 
refrigerator. Save time in the morn¬ 
ing by previously boiling up .several 
eggs and storin^hem in water in 
the refrigerator. The shells peel off 
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easily. If wann eggs are preferred, 
put the .shelled eggs in hot water tor 
a minute. 

Keep sugar powdered in a jar 
Coffee beats up easily and becomes 
frothy in a fraction of a minute with 
powdered sugar. 

Mix one part pepper and two 
parts salt and keep ready in one 
shaker. In the early morning, every 
minute counts. 

A pair ol kitchen scis-sors is most 
convenient for snipping heibs, green 
leafy vegetables, green chillies and 
other vegetables, so, do invest in 
one. 

Grate the corns on the cob It is 
much easier and quicker than 
removing with a Imife 

To soften butter in a hurry, keep 
it on a warm lava or cover it with a 
heated bowl. When buttering 
SiMidwiches, dip the knife 
into hot water occasio 
nallv to tacilitati 
spreading. 


Make mayonnaise with less 
labour by adding vinegar to the egg 
yolks before adding the oil This 
helps in emulsification and the oil is 
absorbed much faster You tan then 
add the oil by teaspoontiils instead 
of drop by dnip. 

1 lore's an easy way to clean a 
grf'asy oven just put a sn^all bowl of 
household ammonia inside and 
leave overnight with the dooi 
closed. 'Ihe ammonia tumes w’lll 
w'ork on the grease and it will come 
off very easily the next morning. 

Instead of Irving croutons, 
spread both the sides of a slice of 
bread with tat, cut it in small cubes 
and place on a baking tray Bake in a 
low temperature oven till crisp anil 


brow'n. 

When a recipe calls for frozen fat 
to he mixed w'lth sugar or flour, 
simply grate the butter or tat and it 
will not only bi' quicker but easier to 
mix al.'-o 

Make more stock than required 
and fri'eze the rest in ice cube trays. 
When frozen, divide the cubes in 
small purtums in plastic bags and 
ii.se as needed. They will keep for at 
least a month. 

To quickly peel cucumber, 
gourds etc., use a potato peeler. 
Saves time and effort. 

If you're in a hurry and want to 
bring the refrigerated eggs to room 
temperature, lust cover uicm with 
warm water for a minute or two. 

(iarlic bums quickly In a recipe 
where garlic and onions are fried, 
first fry the onion until soft. 


then add the garlic 


and fry only a fur 


tlier few 


moments. 
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A container oJ ready mixed sea¬ 
soned flour IS handy tor coating 
fcMsds to be fried Make up in 
advance by sifting one cup flour 
with two teaspoons salt to taste and 
two teaspoons pepper powder Use 
as required Will keep well tor at 
least 4-6 wwks in an airtight tin 

Where seasoned flour is used for 
coating chicken, fish or anything else 
for trying, keep leftovers and use tor 
thickening any sauce in the pan. 

Crush cornflakes or biscuits in a 
niomy polythene bag This keeps 
them in on'^lace with no mess to 
clear up afterwards Sirme cooks like 
to use the same idea for flounng 
chicken joints, fish fillets or anything 
else Put the flour and seasoning in a 
polythene bag. Add whatever you 
want floured and shake until evenly 
coated. 

While using butter tor frying, 
heat a little oil along with it It takes 
away nothing of the taste but does 
help prevent butter from scorching 
ana browning too quickly at a hign 
temperature 

To make an «;gg go turlher for 
coating fish, chicken or anything else 
for frying—add one tablespoon oil 
and beat 

Always pass a slice of white 
bread through the machine after 
mincing soft ingredients like meat or 
cheese. It pushes out the last few 
pieces of the ingredients that always 
remain inside 

Ovenware is preferable to other 
kinds of tableware, whenever possi¬ 
ble. Clean any cooking stains from 
the dishes before setting on the table, 
using the wet corner of a teacloth 
and salt as an abra.sive. 

It IS worth buying a non-stick 
frying pan just for scrambled eggs — 
it saves a good deal of difficult 
cleaning atterwards. 

Never plunge eggs cold from the 
refngeratorinto boiling water; it is a 



sure way of cracking them. Cover 
them with cold water and bring up 
to a boil, then cook as required 

Sprinkle paprika pepper 
mtreh) over cheese or snacks topped 
with cheese sauce before grilling It 
browns beautitully and insrantly 

When poaching eggs, add one 
teaspoon vinegar to the water before 
cooking. It helps the white of the 
egg coagulate quickly and keep a 
better .snape and you get no after¬ 
taste of I'lnegar 

To retain the maximum volume 
in a hot souffle recipe, always fold a 
little of the beaten egg whites into 
the mixtim; first to lighten the tex¬ 
ture before folding in the remainder 

Egg w’hitcs do not w'hisk up 
foamy and stiff if they contain any 
trace of egg yolk. As an extra pre¬ 
caution some cooks always wipe the 
inside ot a mixing bowl with the cut 
surface of a lemon to remove any 
traces of grease. A pinch of salt helps 
to give a better volume too. A pinch 
of cream of tartar helps stabilise the 


froth. 

One table spoon of oil added to 
the salted water for ciKiking pasta 
will keep them from sticking togeth¬ 
er Oil also helps to prevent the 
water from frothing up and boiling 
over, .so add it to the water tor cook- 
ing spagheth and mac.ironi too 

Never toss a salad in oil and 
vinegar dressing until ready to serw, 
the acid in the vinegar malces the let¬ 
tuce and other salad greens go limp. 

Slice tomatoes with a serrated 
knife; it is often a gixid idea to use 
the bread knife —much quicker and 
easier for soft tomatoes. 

If soured cream (mentioned in 
many of the recipes) is hard to buy, 
use cream sharpened with lime juice 

After peeling or cutting onions, 
rinse your hands in cold water and 
rub yvith a little salt. If the smell stili 
lingers, try rubbing with fresh pars¬ 
ley or coriander leaves, cru.shing out 
the mice between your fingers or 
with dry mustard, rinsing it off 
again under cold water. 

Scalding tomatoes by covering 
them with boiling water and leaving 
them for about ten seconds is the 
best method of peeling them. The 
minute the .skins begin to curl up, lift 
the tomatoes with a perforated 
spoon and transfer at once to a bowl 
of cold water to cool quickly and 
keep the flesh firm. Peel off the 
skins. Use skinned tomatoes in sal¬ 
ads and as a garnish. 

When making a traditional 
white sauce—warm the milk to be 
added to the roux of butter and 
flour, it blends in much more quickly 
and evenly. 

To make a brown roux quickly, 
brown the flour on a baking tray in 
the oven before making the sauce. 

Keep a jar of seasoned flour 




handy for making sauceb. For every 
one and a half tanlespoonh of flour, 
add half a teaspoim of salt and pep¬ 
per each 

You ran keep a w^hite <«auLe hot 
without any skin forming on the sur¬ 
face if you stir in all hot about hvo to 
three lablespooas ot the milk for 
mixing during preparation Dniig the 
sauce to a boil, season and simmoi 
for a few minutes to cook Then turn 
heat to very low and add the 
reseri'ed milk slowly so that it lies 
on the suriace Remove carefully 
from heat so that the milk h-mg 
uppermost is not disturbed Ho not 
stir until just befon* serving. 

To make anv cream or concen¬ 
trated soup go further, add a chicken 
slock or cube and a w'hole e\:ra can 
of wafer 

When heahrig canru'd soups, 
bring only )ust up lo a boil Stir con¬ 
stantly too fK'erlioiling or scorching 
will spoil thi flavour 

\^’^K■lu■v^'r cream is addeil lo a 
.soup f)i sauce, ri'check the seasoning 
because cream lends to mellow 
flavours Tlu- reverse can be usetul 
too, tor th*' addition ot tri'am will 
reduce the too strong taste ot an 
over-sea.soned re<’ipe 

To make hard hiilItT .s.i|i tor 
spivading iMiicklv -KMlina little 
hoiling U'.’.tei I'se taie teasp^H)l 1 tor 
every ouartei cup ot hulter and 
blend tlioroughh’ in a mixiiig basin 

If ihi’ lUh batter has not lermenl- 
cd enough, hoil some walei in the 
nressiire ii*oker and switch ott '■he 
gas Place the vi-ssel containing the 
iiili hatter in the cookei and close the 
lid Within a couple of hviiirs, the 
ha! T will b<' ready lor making idlis. 

To draw out insects trorn cauli- 
flow'erand grwn vegetables, soak 
them in a mixture ot vinegar and 
water for tec. minutes 

Green tomatoes will not ripen 
fast but will also stay hrm it storc^d 
in a brown paper bag and piticed in 
a dark cupboard 

Curry leaves, fried in oil an<j 
kept in an airtight bottle or jar 
remain fresh for dav'’ without losing 
their originl taste Tnc*y can be used 
as and when ni'cessary 

To save time and teais on slicing 
onions finely for any gravy, cut 
onions info two pieces .ind boil them 
in a pressure cooker in a mininuim 
amount of water Grind the boiled 
onions and fry the paste in ml. 

Gravy that has turned watery 
ran be thickened by adding roasted 
semolina. This tip will come handy 
when tomatoes are scarce or when 
you do not want to use onions 


Apply a little glycerine to the nm 
of the utensil in which milk or anv 
other liquid is boiling This will pre¬ 
vent the liquid from boiling over 
To select bnnjals with minimum 
steeds, buy the ones with a small scar 
at the tip If the scar is large, the 
brinfal will have a number of seeds 
The greater the number of seed.s, the 
more hitler the brin)a] will lie 

When making ti'ni.ilo .soup, add 
a little sago to it while boiling rhe 
soup will be thick, cri-amv and moie 
nourishing 

Anvthing will try beftei it a tew 
drc'ps of vinegar <ire added to thi 
hot oil or ghee 

In order to kwp vour mixer 
hi.ides sharp, put some table salt m 
your mixie and run tor a few 
si'ionds Do this onie a month 
To eliminate fat from soup and 


stew, drop ice ciit'es into the pot As 
you stir, the tat will cling to the 
cubes Ttiscard the cubes before they 
mcU l..etluc<' leave too ah.sorb fat 
and can he u.sed similarly 

If vour ‘-utleis tend to f.ill apail, 
soak a handtiil of beaten rice m a lit¬ 
tle water Sqiieere out the w'ater and 
add to (he cutlet mix. Shape and fi-)’, 
the cutlets w’lll retain their shape 
For a fal-lree hotter substitute, 
hang skimmed milk curd in a muslin 
cloih tc remove whey Add sail, pep- 
er and mustard (optional) to il 
lend well 

To nn»vent bi.scuils from getting 
soggy. Keep them in the refrigerator 
Secure the packets tightly once it has 
bc'eii opened The biscuits remain 
fresh and crisp for a iong time 


If almonds or anv other nuts am 
used to garnish cakes, dip them in 
milk. Thev will not get dislodged 
while baking 

To store unbeaten egg yolks, 
cover them with cold water or milk 
and refrigerate Drain the liquid 
befon* use Will keep for a wivk 
ftry Iruits are i^uife expen.sive 
Substitute them with honey dew 
melon, w'atiT melon, pumpkin and 
cucumbei seeds -known as cliuitr 
wii^uj and sold by th.il name You 
can evi'n wash the seed.s at home 
and dry them m the sun Peel and 
store tor later u.se 

During barbecui-, sprinkle .some 
lemon juice over the hot coal in the 
1 last few minutes of grilling to add 
I flavour to mutton or chicken <it any¬ 
thing elsi- that IS being grilk*d. 

If for any reason, you teai the 


milk IS getting spoilt, add a pinch of 
soda tc' it anil boil Tlie milk will mit 
curdle 

Rancicf and "tale lime pickle can 
be givc*n a tresh lease ot life by 
adcling a little sugar and vinegar to 
il Kec*p it in the sun for .V4 days 
The pickle will taste bc'tter 

the shell of a hard hoilc'd egg 
will come olf easily it vou boil it 
along with a little salt 

Stcire gns-n tomatoes in a paper 
bag along with a ripe tomato or an 
apple The gn-cn ones will ripen 
faster. 

Chopping drv Iruil can be a diffi¬ 
cult ta.sk Use' scissors and dip it m 
hot water before use Nuts will chop 
ta'.lcn and will not stick to the sci 
scirs ■ 
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FESTYLE 


BUMPER TO BUMPER 


Just ^et a load of those car stickers, will you, says Manisha Gulati 

Photographs by Desha Kalyan Chnwdhury 


C onstipation; This car is 

constipateii, it hasn't passed 
a thing all day Aspiration. 
When I grow up 1 want to be 
a Mercedes Consolation. I maybe 
slow but at It'ast I'm ahead of you 
Welcome to the world ot car 
stickers. There's one for each occasion 
and every loniperament And if we 
can extend that to personality, well 
then these days cars seem to have 
more of it than is packed into the 
ownei's whole frame 

Cars were always con.sidered a 
status symbol, a display of our wealth 
(or the lack of it) and in a man's case, 
his ego (Though why a woman 
should be exempt from this 
expression who knows ) Today a car 
speaks volumes about our sense of 
humoui and strangely enough our 
wealth too, displayed in obtuse ways 


on windows and other hi-fi gadgets 

So, you find Rahul next door 
dnving around in his souped-up Zen 
with a word of warning 'Perhaps 
you've confused me with someone 
who gives a $#%^'. Even a regular 
44-year-ord (the one who diK'sn't 
sport home made tatoos or own a 
collection of Whigficld CDs) can be 
seen with a Sex is like a car accident 
Never underestimate it' poster-size 
sti. ker on his Esteem model 

/'All for effect," remarked a female 

friend dismissing the fad 
disgu.stedly. on spotting a young 
l,othario in his Maruti 800 with me 
words 'Not so clore. I'm not that kind 
of car' 

"A smirking, conceited buffoon at 
whom no woman in her right mind 
would look at twice," commented 


another She's right A woman in her 
right mind would look at hm (or his 
car) SIX to twelve times if po.s.siblc 
Appearance can be an unfair 
advantage. And let's face it. These 
stickers do attract attention of 







whichever kind. It's like Govinda. 
Love him or hate him but you |ust 
can't ignore him. Add to this, mutated 
fli^t simulator technology that seems 
to nave permeated the four-wheel 
market. You can create your own 
fantasy car combining disco lighting, 
instruction stickers, aerodynamic 
attachments, high velocity speakers 
and coloured screens X-ray vision 
may be required to lotik into one of 
these Frankertstein cars 
Just the other day a clutch of 
headbangers were cruising their way 
through AC\nC Five minutes later 
the same headbangers bla.sted out the 
BeeGees with Staywf; Ahve, remixed 
with a more modem, more disco 
versitm of the same song by a newer 
unpronouncible group. The 'original' 
cowbovs had set up their own rock 'n' 
roll saloon just down the road 

And then the acbon began Boy and 
his mates sec girl and her mates. Girl 
and her mates see car and inmates, in 
that order Bingo! Attention is 
giabbed and held The car works U 
really does. 


O n the more .sedate (less popular) 
side you have the Polo puns 
Great advertising strategy those' A 
personal favourite is 'Driver 


airconditioned by Polo'. It speaks of a 
cool head and is defimtely not for the 
maniacs—the 110 km per hour kind. 
Moreover they're the more mtelligent 
of the lot. As one cynic put it, "They're 
one of the few pieces of physical 
evidemes thaf people .still think before 
they slick something onto their cars." 

How does this evidence grab you? 
'My Wife ran away with my best 
friend I sure miss him.' 'If you don't 
like the way I walk stay off the 
sidewalk.' Subtlety is definitely being 
replaced by a movement toward new 
cartoon-like extremes 

So what IS it that firully forces any 
man to say 'that's enou^', to 
metaphorically pull on his six guns? In 
most cases it's probably when 
something horribly embarassing 
happens to him—no one notices him, 
his wheels fall off A rattlcship 
breaking down or a run-ot-the-mill 
car stalling is a very run-of-the-mill 
fiasco No one thinks twice about it 
and noboby laugh.s But a .snayzy car 
giving way is .something not many 
self-respecting males will be able to 
live down. 

You know how it is. The .smarter 
you look, the more is expected from 
you in terms of performance A 
dilapidated three-wheeler .stops for 
you. What's this, a message on the 
front? To quote, ‘ Sher sunnv ka mazaa 
aata hat, shersunane ka mazaa data 
hai. Par ash mazaa tab data hat jab sber 
saamne aa jata hai ' 

As Raj Nath Batra, multi-faceted 
businessman who doesn't have any 
sticker on his car (not even a 'pollubon 
under control' one) say.s, "I guess I’m 
not hip. I'm in the hip sidecar." ■ 












B etter half?: Wt-ll. to li*ll tli(‘ 
truth, she's .letudlly i better 
quarter She shan-.s her 
husband, Salim Khan, with 
lus tirst wife, Salma, and plavs 
happy families with hi.s chilLir eii, 
Safrnar., Arhaax, Sohail, Alvira and 
Arpita All nt them live undei une 
roiif, and the- two wives are the best 
ot friends, going otf shopping 
together and being joint hosli'sses at 
the children's birtnday-- and 
wedding—celebi ations 

Was it always this civilised?: Not 
on your hte When the Salim Khan- 
Helen love story first broke, S.ilma 
was reportedly heartbroken She 
issued ultimatums, made threats 
and tried her best to cut the 
affair short And lor a moment i* 
looked as it shi* might succeed But 
Sahm stuck by Helen, wed her, 
and moved her into the 


Salim Khan:Devoted husband 


Did Salma walk out?: No she jUst 
decided to make the best of a bad 
situation, though she would have 
been perfectly justified in creating 
an almighty fuss. After all, she had 
broken with her (Hindu) family to 
inarrv Salim after converting to 
Islam, and had devoted the n’st of 
her life to Salim and his children. 


What happened next?; In time, the 
two women grew to like, respect 
and admire one another and became 
the best of friends Helen then told 
ri'porters that the two of them were 
a united force, and would get 
together ami fight a good fijght if 
Salim strayed again. Two wives 
were all that Khan was going to get, 
and he'd better be satisfied with 
this. 





Why did Salma relent?; One version 
IS that she decid^>d that halt a 
husband was better than none And 
that she should preserve her 
marriage at any cost --for the 
ehildren's sake, if nothirij^ else The 
more charitable say that balma 
developed a genuine fondness tor 
Helen, who had had a pretty rtiugh 
deal in life until she found true love 
with Salim 

Helen? A hard-luck story?; Yes, 
you'd better believe it She miiv haM' 
epitomised glamour, beautv and the 
high lite m her film roles, iut iieality 
was anything but Helen was 
introduced to Bombay cinema by 
I’N Arora, a complete slea/ebag 
who played Svengali to lu’r 
throiighiiut her career Arora 
controlled both I leien lile and the 
purse-stroigs Ami despite being one 
the best-paid actresses ol her iinu-, 
Helen ended up a p.iupei -itter thi- 
two split 

How did she cope?; Bv the turn' 
Helen disiovcred that he fortune 
was practicalh non-e\)stont, it was 
tai too late Not only could she mil 


recover her money, she couldn t 
rebuild her movie career either Shi’ 
was loo old to plav the labaret- 
dancing vamp tor much longer, and 
with the cellulite piling up, it had to 
be goodbye to celluloid sooner 
rather than later. So, Helen sought 
sol,ICC in the arms of a much- 
younger dcfor, whose film I'areoi 
was on the skids as well. But even 
that didn't w'ork out, and she was 
soon on Jier ownsome Umesotm all 
over again 

Enter Salim: At what was quili the 
most vulnerable stage ol Helen's hie 
She wa.s that most ncsecurt' ot beings 
when the two met a beautiful 
woman who was losing her looks. 
And the fact that her eaiei’r—and 
earning capacity—de}iended entiri'ly 
on her physical chiirms only made 
matters worse 

The two ot them hit it off at once, 
and tiiendship soon hlos.sonied into 
full-fledged romance But unlike <ill 
the othei men in Helen's life, Salim 
w as intent on doing the right thing 
lor hei 1 le proposed marriage, she 
aecepted, gave up on films and 
beiainc the secinid MrsSaltm Khan 


Heten:Quite happy in her new role of a tiousewife 




I A still from Khamoshi in which Helen 
' plays grandma 

I 

I 

: How did the family react?: There 
I were the usual adjustment problems 
; in the beginning, out the children 
soon got used to 'Helen aunly'and m 
■ lime began to n*gard her as their 
mother along with SJalma. Helen 
; never had any children of her own, 

; and no doubt, this made the 
i ad)ustnieiil prowss much easier 

i Helen as housewife: This persona 
! endured tor many years. But the lure 
I of the lights pnnea too stmng for 
i I leien, and she finall)' succumbed 
I when she wcls offered the role of 
I Manisha's grandmother m Khamoshi. 

I (No doubt, the fact that her 'son' 

I Salman Khan was playing the hero 
I in the movie, made that decision 
I much easier.) 

I Helen as grandmother?; Yes, yes, we 
, know the mind boggles at the 
thought. But give the lady credit she 
has aged gracefully And what's 
1 more, she i.s possessed of mon’ grace 
i these days than when .she was 
j gyrating away in her sequins .ind 
I chiffon. Tlierc aren't very many 
I Indian actresses you can say 
! that of. ■ 
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CALVIN AND HOBBES ■ WATTE RSON 




































THE LOCKHORNS 
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I'^A REI^LLV UOOKItJd 
fOftHMD TO OUR 
DINNER 
T0NI6MT/ 
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NOW WMEN WE 6ET 
INSIDE, OON^ SAV 
ANVruiNS 
ASOUT WMAT 
I DO A 
tlVINO 
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DUT YOU'RE 


©ETTINO A 

Cou«tkt.hh> REPUTATION/ 
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PLEASE. MONEY, J OM. OKAY, 1 PROMISE 
JUST PROMISE y 1 WONT A WORD 
' --A._. ABOUT WWO 


ABOUT WHO 
YOU ARE 
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1 CANT BELIEVE IT / SOMEONE fOdSOT 
TO SEASON MY CHICKEN ! TWERES NO 
rosemary, THYME,©ARLIC 
NOTHIN ©: 
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WAITER.SOMEONE PORSOT 
TO SEASON MY WIPE'S 
CHICKEN* 
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LISTEN, DO YOU KNOW 
WHO £ AM?/ 
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ROMANCING THE STONE 



Diamoiich may /x? fitretHir; but trai?iing young, unemployed men to cut 
them is just as important. Geeta Sharma reports on a fomidation that 

is doing Just that 


% 

I t IS coUi. oiiii'urless an<J callous 
and yc't, anybody who is some- 
l>ody LH>sM;ssy«i it. Myth and 
h*]i;onif have dogged its exis¬ 
tence, be it the Koh-i-noor or the 
Mountain of Light diamond of 
which legend has it that its owner 
shall rule the world, but no male 
must ever wear it 

Il'.s true worth was recorded 
(inly aiound the sixth century in the 
(.iupta IVriod, when a diamond was 
regarded as invaluable because of its 
cl.mty and transparenc’v, which 
were complimented by .six .sliarp 
sides, eiglit Hat and similar sides, 
twelve .straight and .sharp edges' 
.\nd since tne taceting and .shaping 
of a diamond began to be taken sen- 
ously around the ISth century, the 
shaping and grading of diamonds 
acquired mt'tncMdlicai pmporlions. 

Kautilya's Arthaaf vitra required 
the state goldsmith to pos.sess thor¬ 
ough knowledge cil the speoes, 
cl\aracteri.stirs, colour, weight and 
tormation of a diamond. But in 
k«^'ping with rile times, the dia - 
mond s journey in the Eighties and 
the Nineties, moved to acisthetics 
and the emphases shifted from puri¬ 
ty' clarity and luminesi'cnce to dar¬ 
ing and design 

A synthesis ot this clanty and 
de.sign IS being further perfi.“cted in 
today’s day and age m the idyllic 
suiTOundings ot the .sleepy town ol 
Nawalgarh, about 15U km from 
Jaipur. 

Young heads are intently bent 
over their working tables, in a con¬ 
crete shed m the town, giving fine 
edges, through the eve of the nee¬ 
dle, to a near invisible teeny weeny 
stone piece stuck on the tip of a 
semi-automatic rod. On another 
table, another set of heads is busy 
piilishing the cnil and shapcxl stone, 
me din ^ the fast moving machines 
Ls the only sound that is audible in 
the shed whicih houses a diamond 
trairung centre where educated 
unemployed youth are trained in 
the specialised art ot cutting, shap¬ 
ing and polishing diamonds. This 


Futuristic platinum earrings set with 142.45 carats of Baguette and trapeze 
cut diamonds 


in turn provides them with a com¬ 
fortable livelihood. 

B ut what is a diamond cutting 
centre doing in the deserts of 
Raiasth.-in instead of in its usual 
haoitat of Surat or Ahmedabad in 
Gujarat? 

Diamond cutting centres are no 
longer new in Rajasthan, thanks to 
the enterprising Marwari spirit that 
has turned the state mto an imrar- 
tant gem and jewellery centre. But 
bringing such a centre to the semi- 
and terrain of Nawalgarh, in 
Jhunjunu district of Rajasthan is the 


result of the efforts of the M.R. 
Morarka-CDC Rural Research 
Foundation, that has initiated a 
number of development activities in 
the area. 

Set up barely three years ago, 
the diamond cutting centre has 
already carved out a niche for itself 
as a model training institute, where 
the almost two-years long training 
course in major centres in Gujarat 
and other states has been con¬ 
densed into a six-month intensive 
programme. " By the time our boys 
leave the centre, they have enough 
skills and experiencie to have a work 
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Bow necMac« In poilshfKl and nuM goM sat with 30 carats of brWiantiy cut 
diamonds 


output of Rs 100 a day," says 
Muktfsh Gupta, chief executive of 
the foundahon. The foundation, widt 
this centre, hopes to nudce the north 
a major hub for the training of peo¬ 
ple in the cutting and polishing of 
diamonds as against Gujarat and 
Bombay, which have traditionally 
been focal point of all diamond 
activity in the country. 

The fact that prestigious gemolo- 

S ’ institutes such as the Surat-based 
dian Diamond Institute (IDI) and 
the diamond training centre in 
Jupur are now asking die founda¬ 
tion training centre to help redesign 
their training courses speaks vol¬ 
umes about their tune-saving inno¬ 
vations. It is also in the process of 
settii^ up a jewelleiy manufacturing 
training institute in Sitapur, in col¬ 
laboration with the Rajasthan 
Industrial Corporation 

Unlike the odicr training insti¬ 
tutes such as the Surat-based Indian 
Diamond Instiiuh* (IDI), where the 
entrants are made to practice on 
small steel balLs for about a year- 
and-a-half before getting to work on 
tc'al diamonds, the training at the 
DTC begins straightaway on dia¬ 
mond:', (not the expensive variety 
but an inferior qumily importi'd 
from Australia and Africa). "There is 
a lot of difference in the hardnes.s of 
steel and diamond, so it is not much 
point trainiiw on them for so long," 
jHimts out M[P Goswami, who is in 
charge of the training at the centre. 
!:ven though practicing on diamonds 
raises the training cost much more, it 
gives on-the-job experience and a 
definite edge in speed and dexterity. 

Also, unlike in other diamond 
cutting centres, where the traditional 
UkiI.s an- used initially before putting 
the novices on to the semi-automatic 
gadgets for the three stages of bruit¬ 


ing (pre-shaping) cutting and polish¬ 
ing and sorting and grading, me 
apprentices begin work rigjntaway 
on the semi-autoinatic Israeli 
machines that have been installed at 
the centre. 

G uswami, hitruself a product of 
IDI, says the course Iras been 
devised to ensure that there is no 
compronii.5ing on quality and crafts¬ 
man skills in me training, even 
though it is of a short duration. "We 
first gauge whether the apprentices 
have a geometry-sensitive eye If not, 
we give them work-book lessons 
and exercises on angles and degrees 
till they developed a tramed eye." 

He says, normmly at other centres, 
apprentices who have mastered the 
individual sta^s of pre-shaping, 
cutting and pmishm^ are taxen off 
to start work on those particular 
areas. But the DTC ensures that its 
aronaitices complete the full course, 
bittoie starting any kind of work. 
Earlier secondary level education 


was the minimum qualification for 
training at the cesntre, which has a 
fee structure raiu^g from Rs 2,500 
to Ks 3,000 for the six-month course 
( 80 per cent of it .subsidised by the 
foundation.) " But going by the suc¬ 
cess rate of the course arid the self 
employment npportumtu.'s it opens 
up, ^aduates and even post-gradu¬ 
ates nave started coming for it," 
boasts Ckiswami. According to him, 
the instilutg.basairiw'up-WMh .several 
gem-cutting centres m Surat, 
Ktehsano, Afunedabad, Chittor. 
Udaipur and jaipur; where the stu¬ 
dents are directly absorbed after 
completing the course. "Our capaci¬ 
ty as yet is to tram only 150 to 200 
apprentices in a yeaz vriiile tiie 
demand is for 5(W to 600 already," he 
adds. 

Training from the institute has 
already helped more than 400 
employees get gainful employment. 
Among them, is Ashok CMudltary, a 
deaf and dumb youth who has not 
ordy successfully completed the 
course in the prescribra time but is 
also now employed as an instructor 
at the centre. As part of its oommit- 
ment to the Integrated Rural 
Development programme, the DTC 
provides free traiiung and a sdhoiar- 
ship of Rs 4(X) a month to youths 
livuig below tl» poverty line. " Our 
efiurt is to reach ^ most unprivi¬ 
leged of the underprivileged," says 
Gupta, the brain bdiind me centre's 
innovative approach. 

Successes and gains notwith¬ 
standing, with no signs of man's 
vanity vanishing, diamonds are here 
to stay as the gems of die future, as 
stones that wm forever be oovetixl 
and dherished. And till that remains 
true of the demcmic, devili^ death¬ 
ly stone, the same may be true for 
^ fledgling centre in the green con¬ 
fines of rJawalgarh. ■ 


Diamond cutting centra of Morarka Foundations: A model training Institute 
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TRAPPED IN THE NET 

Indus Creed is the first Indian band to have their own site on the 

Internet. AnUa George reports 
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Indus Creed: Now going great guns on the Net 


ndus Cn?ed, Miunbai’.s hard- 
nxking band, must be feeling 
fiatU'nid these d^s. And for rea¬ 
sons other than dfw attention 
they are glutting from music chan- 
iwls- 

Early this year, a fan attending a 
concert in Pune {>inned them down 
backstage and asked them to go on 
Internet 'fhe band wasn't too sold 
on the idea. But tlie true devotee 
that he is, Nil^ Soneji, a manage¬ 
ment student nom Mumbai, went 
ahead and created The Indus Creed 
Home Page on the Net, designed, 
monitoiea and ujxlated faithfully 
by Soneji. And that makes it yet 
another first for the band! 

"Zubin (BaBaporia) and f then 
wrote out the matter for the page,'" 
28 


says Uday Senegal, lead vocalist for 
the band. Relaxing at home, dan¬ 
gling a king narrow plait and sever¬ 
al earring, he browses through the 
page on his computer It opens with 
the declaration- This page is dedi- 
Lated to Indus Creed, me only inter¬ 
national hard rucking band to 
emerge out of India." 

An.'* there's a news flash too: 
'Sleep has been nominated the 
Indian Viewer's Choice for the MTV 
Vidtn Music Award this year. So 
send in your votes, people!' 

ThCTi there's ail you want to 
know about the group—-bio^aphy, 
discography, videos, lyrics, diords 
and concert information. Uday 
opens the biography—^it describes 
him, among other mings, as an 


mtenuiticma) cuisine buff. "Yes, 1 
lOVH food. In fact, when I finished 
college 1 had no idea what to do, 
and studied catering for two years. 
And that's where I met nw wife! 
Anyway, after two years I did a stint 
in a hotel, and decided it wasn't for 
me. So I went back to music,"says 
Bei^al. 

That should explain die band's 
ultimate plans, which pop up on 
screen: to develop die pen^ ionon 
merin^e pie, and tour the planet 
widi their music. "2Uibin maintains 
the band's newsletter which is also 
here on the site. He replies to all tet¬ 
ters himself. We try to keep our con¬ 
tact with fans personal, as lorig as it 
will be possible to do so,''says 
Benegal. 










The site has been visited by 119 

^ple since June, and Aen is a 
Guest Book where thw can sign in, 
and leave a message. There’s a mes- 
Mge from musician Shiv Mathur 
('Really, you guys...’) and one rather 
mean one from an L. Saldanha. 
B«iegal recalls a student in Texas 
who wanted some information on 
Indus Creed for his university' news- 
papn and got it through the net. 

"It's great fun, you can sit on it 
all day long! Which is why," he adds 
wryly, "1 make it a point to sit at the 
computer not to surf but to Icxik for 
a specific piece of information!" 

A t the Net, Bcnegai meets all 
kinds of people, and they meet 
a band whom many have never 
heard of before. "C5ne of tlw fir; t 
questions pc^le abroad a.sk is what 
kind of music we play,"he says. 
"That's why our intro says we're a 
hard rocking band. There may be 
someone looking for Indus Valley, 
and under Indus he finds us! Wc 
found a band likewise called Nein 
Ci“ed in Ckjrmany {ttcin Ls no' in 
German). I was looking up info on 
t.ed Zeppelin once, and I find this 
Indian guy, a Xerxes Bagalia in 
Buffalo. New York, maintaining a 
I .ed Zep home page! .So we met and 
got chatting through E-mail." 

For a RK-k band, the Net is a 
gold mine. Chord.s, sound clips, 
videos, everything is there for the 
lak.mg."Like I want the lyncs of 
Pear! Jam... you can’t make ouf what 
those guys are singing So I take a 
printout of their lyrics from their 
web site! Mahesh (Tinaikar, lead 
guitarist) is putting together the 
chords of our songs for our page," 
says Benegal. 

Sound clips from their albums 
are also being prepared, but that 
project IS on hold at dw moment 



because of the costs involved, and 
the time it takes downloading. 

Benegal makes a quick visit to 
the site of one of his favourite 
bands. Tears for Fears. "Hello" he 
says, "what do you have here. The 
Unofficial Curt Smith Shrine! Curt," 
he adds, "is the guy who left the 




!c pores through it briefly and 



moves on, past Job Opportunities on 
the Sony site and listings of strange 
names in the music scene; 
Mystidious Misfits, Kom, Groove 
Theory. "Another thing we are 
working on is an interactive CD 
ROM," he puts in, while taking a 
look at some band’s concert dates. 

'We’re looking for a sponsor for it 
right now. What we want to do is 
take it abroad when we go —we're 
trying to get a recording deal in the 
L^." Meanwhile, their nome paw 
'l•;lll continue to be looked after by 
Nilay, who checks in for mail, 
updates information, sees who has 
signed in the guest book. "The good 
th.ng," says Nilay, "is that abroad, 
the pages of many bands are looked 
after by fan.s, and there is no guar¬ 
antee mat the information is true 
Here, I make it dear that all the 
material comes directly from Indus 
Creed. Thw give me access to what¬ 
ever I need. It's going great guns, 
better than I expected! 

Meanwhile, he's keeping his 
eyes peeled for other Indian baiuls 
whom he can lure into the web. 
After all, if Indus Creed is around, 
can the others be far bdiind? ■ 
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Qmu- like arty Uiit^iia)'!', the grammar 
<)l eiigme tali' has I^^ very own rules Which 
inahles ihe SERVO htatui ol over 4(^X3 lubricants 
Ui unJeistantl ihe ihaleci of virtually every 
engine ly[H' 

SERVO aelively ri\ltiees carKtn builJ-tip. 
deans anil |>iiiteits eiiguies Increases milciige 



Reiliices mairilenance co-sis. In other words, 
SERVO Miiiply adds life to your engines. 

I’optilai parlani e also h.is a bent for 
summarising things atro.ss every language 
Which IS why, just one word aptly tlescriltc.s 
all the subtle nuances of engine care SERVO 
An engine oil like no other. 


SERVO . WORLD CLASS LURRIGANTS. FRMI MOIAROa. 
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Madhuri Oixit: The amiie that charms 


Madhari Mmila 

a Kudos to jattn ' 
tCochhar for sizii^ up 
celebs and their sex 
Appeal like the way he 
Outs his (fosigner dpthe^ 
rshooline His Mouth 
Ofr. July 21). 

Giving Madhun Eiixit 
1.5 on 10 is sacrile^. The 
queen of gyration is still 
at the top though Manisha 
Koirata may have come a 
close seixmd and is about 
to topple her. 

Madhuri's box-office 
success lies in her win- 
.some smile and her 
supremely agile body. 
II 1 U.S despite a diminutive 
form she aits a ravishing 
figure on screen. 
Combined with this her 
large bnjwn t?yes and the 
thick black mane that 
frames her lace make her 
the most desired star on 
the Indian screen. 

It does not really mat¬ 
ter what she wears. 
Madhuri will.remain the 
nation's hcartthrob. 
Dyutimmn Bkattmchatya, 
Hatvnh 

B It was most disap- 
pmndng to find Madhuri 
Dixit being so poorly 
rated by Kixhhar. Sne is 
one of Bollywood's most 
successful stars and if 
dothes were really a 
deciding factor for star¬ 


dom, she would not have 
been there at the b^. She 
looks gorgeous in whatev¬ 
er she wears. 

Ssr/Hiissafa, 

Calivthi 

n Jatin Kodihar's com¬ 
ments on celebrity 
wardrobes enlivoted my 
Sunday morning break¬ 
fast. I totally amee wiffi 
his ratinffi out 1 was 
heartbrokai diat the 
designer should rate 
Maohuri so poorly. 

The dhak, lOuk girl of 
Bollywood, 3 rou 1 m bet¬ 


ter waldi out! 

Ptmbal CsAa, 

Psttw 

V Jatin Kochhaor .seemed 
more interested in pexv 
f^e's fibres than in ttieir 
attires. His suggestion 
that Michael Jackson 
should get his body 
polka-<fotted was in bad 
taste. 

Pntgya Brnmaa, 

Ctdcutta 

ff If Jatin Koddiar's ideal 
dress code is nudity or 
near nudity, God Itelp die 


5 faiduon desigrier. 
t Kalealt 
8 Gdoiihi 

li ft is obvious Jatin 
Kochhar isn't very sure of 
his ovm dres-s sense and 
so he prattles about his 
undeiganncnts and in the 
end does not even rate 
himself. Of course the fig¬ 
ure would have been 
zero! 

Nifaa/aaa Bhattadtmrya, 
Odcutta 

Businessiiien As 
Ambassadors 

a Ambassadors of 
Goodwill' (August 11) 
made interesti^ reacting. 
But you have omitted a 
couple of odier names like 
that of Mahesh Tiive^ 
consul for Indonesia in 
Calcutta, who is die CEO 
of Demo Ispat. 
D.N.Hakemi, 

HisknmBJ 

Boarding 

School 

■ The Magazine cover 
stories have become emi- 
nendy more readable. I 
am braking forward to a 
story on the best boarding 
schools in the country. 
a Kent, 

CakuHa 
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minister of Uttar Pradesh. A profile 

PAGE 26 


WHAT IS it like in post-prohibition 
Haryanana? 


aaniHriMa 

1« 'ITMI: TABLE. 

26 PfX'US 
30 FIRST PFfRSON 

Cover ■ Jitender Gupta 


Mayawati 


VOVER STORY 

MAHA 



Sfte’s fiesty. She's fiery. And Mayawati says she 
mil be hack as chief minister of UP. 

Geeta Sharma meets the firebrand politician 

FIERY, F1F.S1T, A FIREBRAND’ FORGET IT. MAYAWATI LOOKS 
nothing like her usual ebullient self, as she sits in her pink* 
hued room, head bent intently over a sheaf of papers. 
Recovering from a thyroid surgery, she looks pale and 
drawn, as she greets you in a barely audible voice. One 
hand is permanently holding her throat, which seems to 
pain her every ti ne she swallows a spoonful of the corn¬ 
flakes that comprise her breakfast. 

But as the conversation gets going, and inevitably turns 
to politics, animation sneaks back into her voice as she 
talks about her party's agenda. As in, fighting the manuwa- 
di (status quo) forces and ensuring justice to the shoshit 
(exploited) backward castes. 



And as she holds forth on the strengths and weaknesses of the Bahujan Samaj Party 
(BSP), whose rise and fortunes matched hers in the political arena, her face suddenly 
comes alive. And you begin to understand why this woman appeared from nowhere to 
become the first Dalit woman chief minister of India's most populous state. And why she 
is today one ot the most powerful symbols of the changing caste and gender equations in 
Indian politic.s. 

By now, Mayawati i.s in full flow, as she demoli.shes all her political rivals: from the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (R]P/, Mulayam Singh Yadav, to all the manuwadi forces in society. 
It is clear that with the L'.P. Assembly elections around the comer, Mayawati sees herself 
as the Uttar Pradesh chief minister in waiting, 

Before you can deflect her aw'dv from electoral politics, there is an interruption, in the 
.shape t)l the lungi-clad (and bare-clu'sted) Kanshi Ram, BSP supremo, and Mayawati's 





KansM RaireMayawBtiis mantor and guide 


guide and mentor. 

Introductions follow, and Katvshi 
Ram is affability itself. Tk) a good 
write-up." lie advises you, behm' 
moving on to the next 
room—personal assistant in tow— 
for a shave. 


This little interlude anti the fact 
that both she and Kanshi Ram live 
under the .same roof m a Humayun 
Road flat in Delhi, prompts one to 
repeat the much-asked-aoout 
question about their relationship 
Mayawati takes this in her stnae. 
Cahniy, .she replies; "Ours is a 
purely 'Guru-^iishfa relationship. 
You can yourself gauge that from 
what he just told you,*" she says. 

'Manyawar', as she and all offiets 




ciddress Kanshi Ram, is, Mayawati 
adds, "»n<* of Iht’ two most oowcrfiiJ 
influeiK't’s in my lift', iho otner beinp 
Babasahib Fihmirao Ambedkar." bht* 
goes on. "It w.iv. Alani/awar who 
brought in<? into politics and made 
me what t am today ’ 

Second ot her lather’s nine 
childn-n, Mayawati was two years 
old when her lather Prabhu DiU-al, 
now 71, brought the family to Delhi 
from then village, Dalapiir, in the 
(]iha7iabad district of l/P The 
turning point in the young girl's life 
was her fiw reading of Amoedkar's 
ideology. ThiS^ coupled with some 
in.stances of discnminalion towards 
the Dalits that she witne.ssed as a 
child, pmmpted her to work for the 
.s/uwfnf saniuj ("exploited classtw) 

As a teenager, living in the 
(ju^^hi-jhotipri, to give its full name) 
clusters of a down-market locality of 
Delhi, tar removed from the 
Capital’s mish areas, Mayawati also 
realised that it was necessary to 
become someone to be able to do 
something That it was necessary to 
gamer educational skills to 
transcend the social obstacles the 
Dalits faced. 

A keen student, she ivent on 
aftei her higher .secondary exams to 
^ a B.A, an M.A, a B.Ed and a Law 
degree from Delhi University, before 
taking up a teaching )ob as <me 
prepared for the civil .ser^'ices 
examination 

Her interest in debating brought 
her on the same platform in soa^ 
forums with such political 
heavyweights as Alai Behari 
Vajpayee. It was at one of these' 
meetings—a jati Tivio meeting wav 
back in Di*lhi, in 1977, that her 
mentor-to-be, Kanshi Ram the then 
leader ot the Dalit Socialist 
Sangharsh Samiti, a precursor to the 
present day BSP, heard her and 
immediately sensed her inherent 
leadership qualities. 

He called on her at her home 
one day and asked her what she 
planned to do in life. When 
May.iwati said she was preparing 
for the IAS he asked her, "Arc you 
n'ady for a canvi in which the.se 
same I AS fellow, will do as you 
bid?" 

\es, she r.^plietl, and the very 
next day joined Kanshi Ram and his 
outfit, which later came to be 
known as the BSP. Bui all this while, 
she did not give up her job a-, a 
school teacher. She did .so only in 
July 1984 when she finally devoted 
herself fully to politics to take the 
BSP to dizzy heights, with the able 
help of Mttn\faii>ar. 

Carrying fo -ward her resolve to 



V^payoe:BrUliant orator 



Kanshi Ram with Mulayam Singh Yadav:Trying to work ttnngB out 








Mayawati with members of her Cabinet 



bt* sonietiiinK and tnonibv lo s»'rvi' 
the iha‘’hil -tinw' Mavawati 
coiitosK’d Hie Luk Sablia el»'ciu)n.s 
several bines, but was smeesstul 
only in 1989 from the Bijiioit scat 

H iiwever, it w'as her ascendancy 
to the chief ministership of 
Uttar Pradesh as Kanshi Ram’s heir 
apparent after the party's marriage 
of convenience with tiie BJP in fune 
last vear, that crowned her pulibcal 
achie^'ements As the first ever 
woman Dalit chief minister of India, 
she became a text-book example of 
the changing face of the Indian 
politician. 

Commentators immi'dialcly 
drew contrasts between Mayawati 
and other upper class and caste 
women who had attained high 
office in the past. Since none ot the 
two prerequisites of national 
political office for South Asian 
women—violent death of a 
father/husband or a well-known 
family name—were valid in 
Mayawati's case, analysts 
Conveniently attributed her rise lo 
the chief ministership, in large 
measure, to her association with 
Kanshi Ram. 

But Mayawati points out, her 
proximity to the B-SP supremo need 
not have be<’n viewed a.s an 
advantage exclusive to her. given the 
fact that Having a mentor, male or 
female, was cruaal to most aspiring 
poiibaans. 

Taunts and jibes asidi, once in 
the saddle (for a brief tenure of foyr- 
and-a-half months) she surprised her 
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Mayawati:StrDng and fotceliil 



Dr B.R. Amb€Klkai' 

supporters and dc>trarU>rs alike by 
going all out to pot her own stamp 
on the state administration. 
"Everyone, including the BjP, 
thought that since 1 had nevi'r been 
even a chata muta'mmister I would 
be a convi*nient puppet whiK* they 
ran the show," says Mayawati, a 
mischievous smiie playing on her 
facv. "But sixin, they tound out I 
meant business ana started callmg 
me the iaez tarrak mukhyo mantri'r 
With her refoimist broom in 
hand, she set out to wipe the state 


Mahatma Gandhi 

clean of 'arafokta, ifoondagardt and 
mafiagartir (lawlessness, and the rule 
of hoodlums),which according to her 
was a legacy of the Mulayam Singh 
Yadav regime. So within a short 
span of tnroe months, as many as 
1,45,(XX) anti-social elements were 
arivsted and put behind bars while 
the rest flc?d across the Nepal border. 

Errant officials in the 14 
I'ummLvsionarics of the state were 
punished with sackings and 
transfers if Mayawati thought that 
they had neglected development 


works. "1 always made it a point to 
pumsh the topmost officials. Bei-au.se 
even in a family, if the children go 
wayward, it is not they but the 
elders who are responsible for it," 
she explains. 

Her 'karak' avatar eamtd her the 
reputation of being an arrogant and 
hard taskmaster. But U.P.'s Mrs 
Thatcher was and is unfazed because 
she feels that the people of the state 
appreciated every action of hers and 
want 'Mayawati behenjis' rule all 
over again. As she says,”l had to rule 
the way 1 did because 1 was a 
woman Daht chief minister, and also 
because it was the only way to 
defeat the manuwadt vyavastha." 

Nor IS Mayawati in the least 
apolo^tic about her provocative 
rhetoric, which may make the 
middle classes flin^ but helps her 
reach her own constituency. 

Consider her statements about 
Mahatma Gandhi, for instarKe, by 
which she still stands by. 1 beUeve 
and have said that for us Gandhi's 
philosophy was not as relevant as 
Ambedkar's. So, what is wrong with 
that?" she asks, defiantly. 

According to Mayawati, the 
manuwadt press distorted her 
conunents to rake up a controversy. 

"1 felt that <:^dhi, instead of tryir^ 




to make the mmaj had tried to break 
It by calling us llarijans, and had 
even gone against the Constitution," 
she explains. "Because if we arc 
Harijans (children of God) are the 
rest Shaitan h aulad (devil'.s 
children)? How am 1 bothered whose 
children Gandhi and Nehru are? We 
are not concerned with their 
backgrounds Our fight is on the 
basis of ideology " 

W itbi the Assembly elections in 
U.P. on the anvil, Mayawati, 
like any other political leader, is 
convinced that all the people ol the 
slate and not )iist the Dalits art> 
looking forward to her return to 
power A rally called by the BSP at 
an eight-day notice was attended by, 
she claims, more than five lakh 
people i»n July 30 m Lucknow—yet 
another indicator of her popularity 
in the state 

Vi?ith child-like relish she recites 
for you, the .slogans that she says the 
p*-ople have already coined tor her 
fci mukhi/a ninntri ktiifii ho' 
Mayav’ati /ui.s/ ho tWhii should your 
chief minister be like? Like 
Mavawati); .A.?/' ki inaihwn hat. 



Mayawati zaroon hat ( You have no 
i^oice but Mayawati)," etc., etc. 

In fact, Mayawati has the 
arithmetic of her supposed victory 
all worked out. The alliance worked 
out with the Congress—after 
disastrous liaisons with Mulayam 
Singh’s Samajwadi Party and the 
Bharatiya Janata Party—is me^t to 
ensure that they cut into the high- 
caste vote banks of the BJP, 
designated as enemy number one. 
With lessons from the pa.st fresh in 
her mind, she says that the party has 
allocated only 125 of the 42^ seats to 
its alliance partner, "because we are 
confident of wirming enough to 
make a government on our own." 

So. what IS the need for an 
alliance at all? 

Mayawati has her explanation 
ready ’^^Because we do not want the 
Congress to become weak for that 
would mean a strong BJP" 

1 he BSP national general 
secretary, ever' has the exact 
measures of her recipe for the power 
votes worked out well in advance of 
the coming Assembly polls 
"Mulayam Singh, with all the 
support he got from his leftist and 
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Mayawati: Long journey ahead 

nphtist dllianci' partners, managed 
to poll 21 per rent of the votes in the 
l,(.)K S.>bhii elections, while the BSP 
got tlif same percentage on its own 
But in the Vidhan Sabha elections, 
we are sure of increasing it to 41 per 
cent," she says 

Arciirding to her, this will come 
about by cutting into Mulayam 
Singh's Muslim votes, the BJP's 
upper caste votes and improving the 
BSP's own b<ickw'ard caste margins. 

But how i.-. Mayawati so sure* that 
she can pull this oft? "Becau.se these 
arc the Assembly elections and the 
people of llttar Pradesh want their 
girl to become the mukhyn mantri," 
she .says, without missing ,a beat "1 
have many unfinished tasks that 1 
have to complete, mainly to wipe 
out the remnants of the Jungle Raj ot 
the previous regime" 




HI 


..L 




there is a soft, feminine side to 
Mayawati that is hidden from the 
outside world. Bui not for her the 
cooking, housekeeping, 'grahtni'- 
variety passion Gardening is what is 
clo.se.sl to her heart. ”1 have never 
had the time to cook Luckily the 
Samaj has given me enough to afford 
help who cooks tor me," .she .says. 

Pride writ large on her face, she 
takes you on a guided tour of her 
garden '1 have designed and 
piarmed it with help from the 
gardener," she admits, but it is clear 
tnat this IS a place that the owner 
takes special interest in 

Young A.shoka trees stand in 
disciplined rows along the periphery 
of the lush green lawn, leavened 
with a whole range of seasonal 
flow'ers In one comer of the lawn, 
stands a swing for hei meces, and in 
the other, her pri/;cd possession, a 
bird house that has about half a 
dozen parrots. "Whenever I get loo 
tired of being among people, I come 
to them for ii'.spite," she says 

Why doesn't she seek refuge in 
the bosom of her lannly? "Simply 
because 1 arn not the b'pe to get 
bogged dciwn by family ties,' she 
enplains. Fiver since she plunged into 

E HUitics, Mayawati has had little time 
or hi'r family an agi-d lather, six 
brothers, who are in governmenl 
service, and two sisters, one of them 
living with her 

But the tact that she could not 
even attend the marriages ol her two 
brothers or seldom be with the 
family for festivals and get- 
togelners, has not alienated her from 
her flock 'Mom rishtc mte aur tpcf 
tyohiir meni ei.s/ni'iis mhw kartt. Keuml 
tcarmn par kart; hwu (1 don't believe in 
familial ties and festivals and fairs 1 
believe only m karma)" is her 
philosophy And yet, she adds, "they 
ail look to me for guidance, even my 
father listens to me " 

For her part, she says, her talher, 
Prabhu Dayal, has bc*on a strong 
support and never nagged her about 
getting married and settling down. " 
He knows 1 have devoted m 3 ' life to 
the shoshit samaj and have no plans 
to marrj' and he has left it at that," 
she explains, looking a little relieved. 

But then, which rather would 
dare risk the wrath of a daughter 
like Mayawati. When even such 
stalwarts as Mulayam Singh Yadav 
treat you with grudging respect, 
your family has per force to follow 
suit 

After all, which able-bodied male 
would like to tangle with Mayawati 
in politics—both domestic and 
electoral. Or even, relish bumping 
into her in a dark alley ■ 
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ibhuH BhuSiin Bannor]i whi> wroU* 
about all l.incls t»f mt>ods, at l<*ast a 
tuw '•! which were outstanding, had 
K>d a lite of hardship, ending up as a 
sclmol teacher after doing odd jobs 
ill varnms parts ot the counlrv' 
Lrahnnn by birth, his father had 
been a priest like Apu s in I’ntfii'r 
raiuhali He had n’arried early, but 
h.id lost his wife within a yeai 
t ieartbroken, he had remained a 
widi'wer for lwenty-tw<» years 
beKire niaTTvmg a second time 
It v\<is his widow, Mrs Rama 
Bannerji, whom I aponiachi'd for the 
tilm rights U> Vtniibah Mrs 

Bauiieqi turned out to be a great 


admirer not only ot the illusti.itions 
1 had done for the short version ot 
Ptilhct Piimliuli, but .ilso ot the writ 
mgs ot my tather and f>,randfrithei 
Shi* reieived us most gr.iciously and 
assured me there would be no prob¬ 
lems about my getting the film 
lights, when we had money ti> 
launch our production Mis 
Banni’rp's brotner. Chaiididas 
Chiitterp, asked mi- to ki*i*p him 
informed of dewlof iments. Thi* 
done, I at last st-irted looking for .1 
sponsor 

Th<* fir ,l persem I iippnMched 
was Mr B N Sircar, a sort el Bengali 
kouis B Mayer, a true pn>ducer in 


The famous kaash field scene from Pathor Panchali 





Apu (Subir Bannerji) in a pensive mood 


tho Hollvwc»od ^eiisc Hr (ivvned a 
studio arni a lab Mow Thrairos, and 
had on hi>. payroll mosl of ihr load¬ 
ing actors ami diroctors of Bongali 
cinema Mr Sircar's halcyon days 
were past, but he was still a man to 
be reckoned with I went to see him 
111 his office with mv sketchbook A 
perh'cl gentlemen. Mr Sircai 
received me coidially, gave full 
attention to what T had to say, then 
he said he was cKtremcly Sony, but 
he had |ust launched a big produc¬ 
tion and wasn't in a position to help 
me in anv way llien ho clapped iny 
shoulders alfeitionately and asked 
me to Come back atter six 
months - the next time, of course, he 
would trv to help me 

Next I approached another sol¬ 
vent produi'er—one Mr 
Bhatlachatya of Kalpana Movies He 
heard my recital, glanced at mv 
sketches and .se.id he was interested 
Would 1 give him 10 days to make 
up his mind? I thought 1 saw a silver 
lining ami left with a promise to call 
back within 10 days Three days 
later Bibhuti Bhus.m's brother in¬ 
law’ Chandidas C’hatlerji got in 
touch with i!ie He said he was tac' 
ing a dilemma. One Mr 
Bnattacharya of Kalapana Movies 
had been to see Mrs Banncrji to 
negotiate for the film nghts of Father 
Panrhah to be directed by the veter¬ 
an director Debaki Bose "What did 
Mrs Bannerji fell him?" ! asked anx¬ 
iously "She said she had made up 
her mind that Satyajit Ray would 
direct the tilni and .she was not pn’- 


g ared to consider any alternatives " 
o Bhattacharya had to be disiard- 
<‘d This second disapf>ointment was 
followed by a third one when a dia¬ 
betic priiducer came to niy house to 
listen to my treatment andl interrupt¬ 
ed my rx’Cital three times to visit the 
toilet He liked the treatment but 
lacked the sense to sponsor some¬ 
thing that w'as so drasticallv otfbeat 
I had begun to feel unci’rtain 
alter these oxperienci's, when one 
d.iy, Ashish Burnian, the w'ritcr- 
caterer trend of mine told me that 
.someone called Anil Choudhury, 
Durga (Lima Dasgupta); Spontaneous 


w’ho wa.s helping him with the cater¬ 
ing business, knew a young produc- 
ei who had just launched a new film 
and who might be persuaded fo 
back me 

I met Anil Choudhury who 
turned out to be about the same age 
as me and who seemed to have his 
wits about him. Choudhury took me 
to see his friend, the producer, who 
was staying in a somewhat seedy 
hotel in the heart tit central Calcutta 

Choudhury w'as visibly excited 
by the script, altliough Das, the pro¬ 
ducer, proved noncommittal But as 
Das told Choudhury later, he was 
willing to put up the money if a film 
produced oy him (w'hich had just 
been relea.sedi prt»ved lucrative. As it 
turned out, it didn't In tact it was a 
resounding llnp and Das expressed 
his inabililv In put up the mnni’y for 
my film ChtiudKiirv, how'ovi’r, 
stayed on to .strengthen the small 
liand that slill stood belnnd me 
palientlv 

The i'.itl\ setbacks, notwithstand¬ 
ing, my fiiiiii of optimism was inex¬ 
haustible While waiting for a 
ha* ker, ! g.ive mv mind to tho busi¬ 
ness of casting The roles iKS'd 
non-professional artistes, but 1 knew 
some niles demanded a certain pro¬ 
fessional ability roles such as the 

? arents' and old auntie's Itici/c/c 
hii’f had only one professumal in it, 
the actress w'ho played the southsav- 
or For the mothei, Aatbajaya, I had 
in mind the wife of a friend of mine, 
who had done some w’ork (.n the 
stage. She was not a rural type at all 
being a graduate with a sophisticat¬ 
ed urban background However, I 
felt she was phv.sitally right tor the 
performance 





part and given the right clothes to 
wear, the right sort of business to 
perform and the right lines to speak 
she would bo all right For the l^then 
we had a professional stage and film 
actor, Kami Bannerji, who, I thciught, 
would be just right tor the part I 
started next by looking around for 
the children—a boy or about six and 
a girl ol twelve or so There are no 
coaching schools lor movies in India, 
where vou can find albums of pho- 
tograpns to make vour choice »rom 
Them are two obvious w'avs to look 
for children. One is to look m 
Si'hools, and the olhiT is to put an ad 
in the paper The iirsl proved 
abortive in the case of Apu We put 
an advertisement asking the pan'nfs 
to bring their six to seven vi'ar o!o 
sons to a particular address at a p.ir- 
ticukn time The boy liad to be tan, 
good looking, with a natural Hair lor 
acting Iheie was no suitable place 
tor an intcrvievv in our somewhat 
small flat and a large ro(>m was 
icmiued through ini help ol a stii- 
deiil. a l»ov. who shai-cd inv love fer 
lilrns anil ivest(>m miisu 

1 here was a hugi- responsi to out 
ad, but most ot them, mcuiding a 
prl who had C(»nu- .straight from the 
narhet with lici hair ml shoit a’'d 
powdt'i at the hasi- ot her neck, had 
to be ri'iectod at sight I fell a twling 
of depression siowlv' creeping over 
me for the t'li.st time '1 hen mv wite 
found Apu in the jilavground ot the 
Mat ad)arent to ours 'rne boy v, a.s 
playing with hi.s eldei bRilhor and 
tnonds w'hen he Wtis spied by my 
witc Yes, she was right, physically 
hi“ certainly had all Ine attributes 
Siibir nannerg was the name ot 
the boy Oidn't ho go lii schooP Yes 
1 lad he Jone any acting or reciting 
on stage? No How' end h«‘ react to 
the idea of appearing in a film in a 
principal role? He didn't seem to 
nave any' opmio:i ol his own hut 
said it his parents told him to he 
would agree to it ‘T’ll do what my 
mother tells me " 

The finding of Durga proved just 
as tough until one day Ashish 
Burmim brought hope 1 le had been 
to a girls' school where he knew one 
ot the teachers and had spotted a 
girl, who, he thought, could be per¬ 
fect for Durga. 

Burman was right. We made 
enquiries and it turned out that the 
girl's father was an ex-footballer. He 
had heard of my reputation as a 
book designer and desired to see me 
at his house on a Sunday morning. 1 
tamed up, chatted with the parents, 
had a cup of tea and selected then 
youngest daughter Uma Dasgupta 
on the spot to play Durga, when and 
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il th'’ lilm ’■>’ Is rn.i'U' I h ul takiMi niy 
I t'icj w'tii MH* .mil tiii'l' li«T up to ihf 
niiil hi i.il i‘ ,111111-pn turos S^ntl•.s^l^.• 
seoiiii'il 111 bo ii bit iliMTiuri', jnd 
1 >u!^ii o-'.is a tonibdv, 1 dskod lior to 
iii.il-.i' r.K i.'s for thf i.anHT.i Shi* obh^- 
1 li nil- vvitii .1 tul.il lack of inhibition 
VN'illi .Apu and (>uip,!i in thi* c.in, 1 
tclf I Mould tdki- fi hull* time over 
'.'id Aimin' It I found a sponsor, 1 
..'uild well do soint- .shootinp with 
till- childion Then.- wort* lots of 
sooni *. with |Ust iht* two of them 
Wi bud^'ctod the film at Rs 
ni.ono, but <^vn thi' low amount 
sconu'd ambitious to lun-ol-lho-mill 
I'loducer.s ' Since you art* not using 
iinv st.irs, any songs, any fights, can't 
you g«*l It ‘.lightly lower 

Afli’t a point. I had what seemed 

ijiiw i ’ i i y i 


a tant.is'n idea VVe would shoot thi‘ 
tilm III In mm and then blow it up to 
d'i nmi foi llii'.itric.il rt’lea.se. Iho tost 
would di t'.iiitelv be ivdiited bi hall 
V\h\ noi t*IVt ll InaP 

With moimtmg esciti'inent. we 
borrowed a I'aile'i tiom a tnend, 
bought si.fiie !ii>i>,itivi‘ stock and 
ueni to ,1 yilliige to taki* -.ome test 
shots 1 vv.i'. a> .ompann il by v'ourig 
Subrii.i Mil 1.1 who h.id studieii 
( laii.l-' l'’|•llol;''■> method-', who I 
iliMileil, v.'indd photograph mi him 
Wiien I pul the suggestion to him fii* 
hi'inmed iiiul hawed Nonsense," I 
-idnnmislieil ll \oii^kiiow still pho- 
loeiiiplu, i«Mif /oil do, sluiolmg a 
moyii on iiuation isimly a step 
.niciy '^oii measiiie voui lighl with a 
meier expiisi your leii, and yt'ur 
•iperiuie .md shoot rhe mysteries ul 
camera woif the profos-.ional i am 


I eramaii talk,s about are all balder¬ 
dash'" 

The village we cho.se was 
j Ciopalnagar, where Baiieqec used to 
teach It .served as a setting lor the 
mood, he had renamed the village 
Nischindipur in the book It was 
mid-mon.soon, w'e had to make our 
way through knt*e-dcH*p mud, wasli 
our legs in a pond anci then proceed 
with the photography I operated the 
camera myself, delifierately shooting 
in weak lighi in bamboo groves, in a 
courtyard when it was raining We 
also sliol details — lotus leaves stir¬ 
ring in a breeze, the .'^urfa. v* of a 
pond vi’here raindrops tell, swaying 
plantain leaves in the wood and so 
on 

The proces.scd footage looked 


excellent in lt> mni tycTvthing had 
(ome out exactly a.'- I h.id miagiried 
The ne>:l step was the blowup ot tile 
foiitage for w'hu'h there wa>' no l.uui- 
ly in Calcutta The* lootagi liad te be 
sent to a lab in Bombnv When it 
came back we found that the ihmg 
hacl'nt woiked at all What was shot 
al a speed of 24 fnimes per second, 
now seemed more like dO, with the 
result I',at the speed became distori- 
ed We questioned I he lab and they 
said that was tht* best tliey could do 
We wi*re now back to square oni‘ 
Meanwhile, Anil Choiidhury had 
contacted a few new producers and 
drawn a blank It beiaiiie more clear 
to me that unless we could prow 
out bo'ialides I'y prodiicmg s^ime 
actual footage, the cri*dibililv gap 
would wulen Aflei all, none of us 
had any e.xperience Why did we 


expect that tfie pmducers would 
share our confidence without first 
convincing themselves that we had 
the knowhow? What was needed 
ivas actual film footage featuring the 
two children. I now realised that I 
had a personal source of funds, my 
insuranc e policy. 1 enquired and 
learnt that I coiild get Rs 7,000 
against the policy. With that we 
could bu)' raw stock and hire a cam¬ 
era I also approached some of my 
Iricnd.s and rclative.s, those more 
affluent than us and asked each for a 
loan of a ihoiisand rupe*c.s They 
w'ere. of rciurse, told tnat they would 
be paid back as soon as wo liad a 
sponsor hv<*ryone we approached 
had faith in us and was conv'inced 
that thus could be made to work. In 
all, wc collected Rs 17.000 One roll 
ot Kodak black-and-w'hite negative 
then cost about Rs 1,200 .so we could 
di’finitely shool for a week belore 
our tiinds ran out. 1 di*ci dec! to start 
with the usual highhglit ot the film 
c.illing toi no duiUigiU’s, as we 
loi'liln'l atiord .i sound recordist 
'I'lu* scene we chose w.is of the two 
(■hild.*'eii's fiiit .*.jght ot ihe railway 
train I had cooieived the scene tak 
ing pUl' C III <1 l-irge tield of while 
iluliv kiii(.sl| fl'oweis to contrast with 
the bla'd- smoke ot the train kiirts/i 
vv.i'- a ilowi'i which bloomed in 
autumn .md had .i life of about a 
couple nl months We enquired and 
learnt that theri‘ wa*- a train 05 miles 
from C'aleiilta whose railway line ran 
alongside a large expanse ot hui'-h II 
would b>- lhi‘ perlect setting for us 

We had the money to pa\ the 
two children niirg.i, I had little 
doubt. vioLild pertorm well, hu! 1 
was not -. 1 * sine abcnit the b«>v 
Hovs'evei, I w.is prepaied to make 
the etlorl to gel the exact results 
trom him 

f or the camera we approached a 
private phc'tographu stuiiio that had 
a 36 mm imported Wall movie cam¬ 
era .IS against the more orthodox 
Miti'hell which the film studios 
employed Wi* obtained the Wall at a 
mininuini rale, the studio photogra¬ 
pher being a friend called Asit "sen, 
w'ho later bei ame a tiirn maker him- 
selt. Hi* .ilso happened to be a mem¬ 
ber ot our tilm society 

1 hadn't reached the |X)int yet 
wlien 1 wi'iild discuss the matter 
with niy manager at Keymer's 
(Broom had lett and had been 
replaced by Kenneth Day). We 
dr’cided we would work on a 
Sunday, or, it it came to that, on two 
>r three successsiv*e Sunday.s. 

Dn Sunday, C)clober 27, 1952, 
which happened to be my wife's 
birthday, wo set out for our location 



Satyajit Ray along with photographs of Rather Panchali 




Durga (Uma Dasgupta) discovers the body of Indir Thakrun (Chunibala Devi) 


with the camera crew and the two 
rlaldren, Uma Dasgupta and Subir 
Bannerji We arrived around midday 
and after a quick lunch got down to 
the job of shooting As tne sun 
climbs, Apu and Durga have a quar¬ 
rel Durga sticks out not tongue at 
hci brothel and nins away, Apu pur¬ 
suing, anxious to make it up with 
r>idi (elder sister) They arrive al the 
field of kansh flowers, and aiv 
stopped short by the inspiring sight 
ot a telegraph ptile I )urga applies 
het ears to it and hears a mysleiu'us 
hum Apu does likewise Lturga slips 
away and settles down to chew at a 
stub o? sugaiiviiie M,hich she has 
W'renched off on the nsiy Apu iv ach¬ 
es DkIi, iu.w pn-pared to make Ins 
ni-ati- At this pojiii she is the fust to 
ncMi the Tumbling sound ot an 
atipioachiiig iail'Aa\- train 'I’hi y are 
tnidied bv thi'ii lust encounter vsith 
the mighl> metal monster whose 
Miund thev hcai evetv evening ftom 
their cottage 

Do this tiTst day. whai I liad 
planned lo shoot was thi' business at 
the telegiaph pole -Apu losing sight 
<it Duiga amidst the slense tall flow- 
eis and ‘hen finding hei again 
We ilidnT have a pronei ciew 
apart from Ransi who helpisJ in 
‘every department Anil Choudhurv 
who was Production Controller (he 
remains so to this day) and Ashislt 
Burmaii were my sole apooioti’d 
crew along with Suhrata Mitie, the 
cameraman—with the camt'ra I'anie 
Asit Sc'n, more to provide moral sup¬ 
port than anything else 

The first set-up had Apu walking 
thiougli the field ot Ai/ms'i. calling out 
to his sister whom he had lost sight 
ot temporanlv Bansi had remii'ided 
me that 1 had to shout 'action' and 
cut' when they were called tor 
Suhrata Mitra applied his eye to 
the viewfinder ol the Wall, 
Choudhury hold up the clapstick — 
yes, we had prepared a temporary 
one —Apu took his position in front 
of the camera, the camera rolled and 
I shouted 'action' 

What this produced was a stiff 
zombie-like walk from Apu winch 


had no relationship with the kind of 
walk called for I had told him that 
he was to walk, stop, turn his head 
this way and that, start looking tor 
his sister and then walk again This 
had hail no ctfecl on the walk that 
now took place to greet mv eyes and 
which the camera photographed 
u.sing expensive raw stock 'Say 
cut' it you are not happy," urged 
Bansi 1 did so with considerable 
force 

I had learnt a lesson Ail my 
prepatatioiis over the )'ears the Iraii- 
scnhing by hand ot notes on cutting 
takes ivhile watching a film, the 
arduous leading of Pudovkin, 
r.iienslein, Kolher, Spottiswoad, mv 
open disdain for the home-grown 
product, all these have finally pro- 
diu'eil was this one shot ot which it 
Wi(s difticiilt lo imagine aiiyth'ng 
tiH're lifeless and lutile I must say, 
thougii, that it didn't take me long to 
di-iiiu- that the thing could be recti¬ 
fied I had simplv had no idea that it 
was sii ditlicult to make a single 
aition like a bov's walk appear con¬ 
vincing to the i-ve What 1 now did 
was to provide mei h.inical aids lo 
the boy 1 planleii Anil, Bansi and 
Ashish benini* vlunips oi kuafih in 
various positions «it varying dis¬ 
tances fixmi each other They were 
asked to tail out Subir' at certain 
intervals and Subir wn;. lo read to 
is'ich call by turning Ins head m the 
ilireetion it came fntin, though never 
sti'pping his v'-aik ’’hen 1 pu' twig.- 
OM the path at irregelai intervals lor 
Inm U> sU‘p across 

A second lake was arraiigeil The 
three assistants ealled out as instruct¬ 
ed. Subii leaded evervtime by turn¬ 
ing his head - -tins would apipear on 
the screen as it he was looking for 
ffurga- whili' In- walked irresolutely 
lorwaril stepping on the twigs It 
was pi-rtect and 1 lould shout 
'hun'ka' for the discovery 1 had 
made about handling a child who 
was emplidticallj not a born adoi 
Tbrougliouf the .shooting of Pathci 
Piinchuli 1 had to use devices like this 
to gel the right expression 
r-oriunately, Subir looked exactly 


nght for the part, otherwnse it would 
have been a disaster 

'We shut about a third of what I 
had envisged and the scene came 
out first cia.ss We had enough funds 
and film slock lo shoot over the next 
two Sundays 

Meanwtiile, the negative was 
developed and printed We saw the 
rwihes in a lab in the southern 
extremib’ of Calcutta Wi* found the 
footage quite satisfactory Sinie we 
had no shooting till Sunday, 1 was 
anxious to cut it in the meantime 
Bansi had introduced an editor to 
me called Dulal Dutt. whose experi¬ 
ence consisted of editing one feature 
film, but who had worked an ama¬ 
teur on a number uf lilnis (Dull is 
now one of the leading editors) We 
hired an editing machine, called 
inovieola, as it is called, and s.it 
alone joining ihi- shots in seque.nce 

There, aiuither lesson awaiteil me 
and shook me to tht* core The shots 
wouldn't cut' In other wotds. tliey 
were taken in the wav 1 had directed 
but joining didn't make them flow' 
dually our film showi-d lhat mere 
cutting is not appiiral>le in all cit- 
cumstances 1 now realise that a 
gramnianan could write a whole 
chapter on these [iiohli-m*- of filming 
one charaeU-r following another and 
their maintaining equal interest in 
both at all tunes and makin.g the 
journey cinematic.illv inteiesting 

1 hoped to maki- up for tin- lack 
next Sunday when vve wtnilil go 
back lo our l(>i.aliiin .iikI carry on 
with the seem What happc*in-d on 
this day, 1 described m an artii'le I 
wrote t’oi Si.vlit Sd/uni Here is the 
relevant c-xlracl 

. on the following Sunday c- e 
W'eit‘ back .it the same location Rut 
was it thi' same loealion'? It was hard 
to believe it What was tin thi- pn-vi- 
ous occasion a st-a ol tlutfv white¬ 
ness was now a mere expanse ot 
uninspnng brownish grat s We 
knev- kiiii‘’h wa.. -i seasonal llowei 
but surely iht-v wete not that slunl- 
llVed a local neasaiit jiiovijt-d the 
exjilanation the flowers he said. 
vve:e tood loi the cattle riu-'ows 
and buttaioes had conu- to gra/’e the 
day before and had literalh >. hewed 
up the .scenery 

'Hus was a major si-thaek .ind tiir 
the first time I found w-h.it I cnnsid- 
ered a compromi.se I evi-n h.id tlic-- 
suicidal nolicni ol chopping the 
kaash fl'iwers Tln'*childn-n would 
sc»e the train hv a lield of paddv It 
was neai h.irvesl tmu- and I must 
have been out ol my mind I did take 
such ii shot with Ajiu and Durga 
looking on as a train pasc-d in tlv 
distance ■ 
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EASTERN RAILWAY 

Howrah 

Delhi-Kalla Mall 
Amr^ Mall 
Banibay Mall .< - 

Povrva (Nn* Delhi) Etqirass ■ . . . 

Poona fNmr Delhi) Eifiriss 
Rajdhaiii fxpnBs . 

RaJdhanI fiiprass . • 

■ ■i|' . . i:> 'I \ ' .. 

.lodhpur Eipiess 

Shataodl (fokaro Steel Cityi Cxoress 

' i; i • " . , . 1,1. 

Himiprl (Jammu-Tawf) Bipiess >' 

•1 'i» " ' i! .. *. 

Guwtnti Express 

I'l'l* f'vV 'ill* ) ly .. 

Goralihiiur Expnas 

III ' * r . , T •, 

Purbanchal (GoraHtpur) Eiposs 
‘it-i *■ All '.i.ii I/',. vV.'I I' 

Doan Expiess i ''I'.n'' .'. i: 

Udyan Afahs Toolan Expraes •>.' (.*■ " 11 ' 

Amlisar Expiess 

KaUnodmi Expnss 

Milhm (niDiaun Expnes 

Kamup (Gueanti) Bipnas 

Black Diamond Eipreas 

CoaNMd Bqms 

Asansm Bpiess 

Denapur Bqiraas 

Jami^ Expnss 

SmHnABlM) Borass 

Clambal (GaoHor) Exprea 

l)»l' Mm 1(11 \1l’T A» ^'*'1 ’H‘|' S’'! 

Shipia (More) Etraaas 

!li;[i Wi‘1 ‘„ll .% ‘'I' "L'ii »‘MJ “ ;..ii 

ShaMpiad (Gupan) Borees 
Chamnl [Nn Cans.) B^aas 

(Vr lii'Wy All ;,cr'.n.,v 

Sealdah 

Taaafe-Tona Eamt 
(Moallng tMI 

Dan Bmai vi.i Mi>ii Lmi.’ 

Kanchanjunoa 'lundmiji f>p’r".i, 

Gout Bma 

KSharBipnas 

Janw-Tawl Banes 

MupN SaiV Bonas Vli) .Jilo i l}u|l 


Arrtval 

T1n« Dn 


M 3^ SI \2 

B .V 1 \A 


s 'K: iKhjI. 

», Id ‘-oi.i 


Gvdi Siv 

Qep 4 All 


Depanun SOUTH-EASTERN RAILWAY Antal 

Up Time Howrah Time On 

' I ■ "I '. 1 , Madias Mall 'i -'f WX'-I 

•. Bombay Mall iinp'.' I'.'n swri 

I'l i V GRbi^I (BombagA Bamas '. /BVi 

Shatabdl (Roukela) Bnass .' ii>' 

''"I. . -M' iMi' ,ii'ii.:.i'.' 

Ahmntabad BipiaBs ’. i:- h0.r.> 

“ " 1 ' Kuda Express m' j.i.j|.ii' ih .•’n nii.’'r 

.'-(1. I i'' Coiomandal (Madias) Bpno V.''.uii .1 k i. <i‘ 

h' EuMnuna (Sacundeiabaa) Bans I'i 4i' .Mi"f 

i.-C ' .1 I'..'. -1 

All ',l|i. '"II, f. -.il 

I . 1 - . ' Bangalon Etnass '-'•ik 'i<1' 

I'l'l 'if 11. 

/Ml '.:.i.il.i, 

' " Tab Steel Express !(> "' kuM 

.-II' ‘1 11 . 1^ (Jhanuouda) Expraes .‘i '!< 1111 -' 

...TWanaiti Expiw '''4: i'l«4. 

. 1 : 1 '.I Hanoil Hatb Earns m ‘"U 1.1 

' i " Puri Earass . i ' .ii'.i'i '' ji h'*'*' 

'•I' Jaipnnaih (Puri) Bipiaea h .'K K-fi' 

Dhaull (Rhubaniemi) Earaaa lA IHJB 

East Coast (Hydanbad) Bipnta i‘> if'Mb 

■ I''1' Punilla Eamxs wilH 

' t. ‘•.•iMuIrl*' 

Azad Hind (Puna) WMdyBqpiBB '. 1 ", liF'i 

»».c ^ «!' 5 TI.I*''‘dV 

I' I. Bhubanesww-New OalhI Raldhaiil Bdveaa it. Ui 

tVMSij .•ii'il.jv nti'v 

.i>‘ Nbw Dith(-8hubraMr R^ttani 

■ {'•‘Atahr .•I'l.ildv o'liy 

Guwahd - Hotaah - Titandnan Cndiat Eanaa r. !'i 

Miiilii.]/ iiiii, 

Trivamfcum Caninl - Hownh - GueahaB Bfmis ''4'. •.n 

'4 ', (ii^ln'Hait)^ Tatmlnus - GuMhdi Waaldy ' -i'. ',< 1 -. 

Expiess i..i '.ii4«''.',>.iiii' .\ III AI ill 

’!'.ll'..|l, ')"! 

.' GuwaheA - Ckxhhi ilnhour Tennlnus WssMy 

Canss . I '' /.'-i!. .% ' ii'B-pit'i.iiii. 

jii I 

CocMn Haiboui TannlrxB BipiHS ivii . 1 I '■ I'' 

I. ■■■'' .1'..ii'.i" it il.'Ki.ih, 

'if'i. i'li’ & 'll All li*', .A I'l 

i'/" Gumahad - Bsngakn Cly WaaMy EipnBi 

11 JW 1 . 1 ' ,k ’uii.iiki W"iliirviav oi.li 
I'li'K Bangaim Cpy - Guaalta WWdy Eami I'/'i >'<4" 

Hnwrah & i.iit'i'Kki Miiiiilay niii« 

anUHES For mild ha dock W u mH ie i si EaaMi fMaay and Soudh&anm n dbabik e . 
plaaaa dW 2Z(BM5« m hKonihsi edm 22IBSa5-H to a« oBw liillxinaon.FV 
bod naantbim on Easton Rdlaity ad Sodh-Eitoni Mtay tolM.dU 2203486-3500 (tron 1 
am Id 8 |xn M aiakdayi md 8 am to 2 pm on Sundaim and ondtod hoHdayi) to adOkn, 
dM 1331 (to noordad totomiaion on Mr. mining). 131 (ngmlng Mn opanikini) ad 136 
(meanitng raeenallm). Tnbi sanloa anquliy 9 SaakUi. XUBBSSISl 
Intoraclta VoloB Raiporae Syshm (5 am to 9 pm emyday trom Momlqi to Sduntoy; 5 am le S 
pmonSuidsy): FwmaanabonstdM,did 136(ooiTipiMaid);Dtol2203486(manuilanqiiliy). 
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ASHION 

THE TYRANNY OF 
FASHION 

Must we give in to it? Asks Seema Goswami 


W f've j11 had those mad 
ntoments in our life 
When we've run around 
town trying to find that 
p.irtiiuiar pair ot Levis jeans (501 ) that 
all the kids in college arc wearing. And 
later, when o'c have ripped these 
.ipcirt at the knees so that we can look 
a- Vool' as the rest of the gang 
It voii're '.lightly older, your 
experieru es will have been slightly 
■ litter.'iit You will have splurged on a 
p.iir tat the very least) of white 
nvulinul salvNar kameezes the 
nvanii'iit the mercury starts to climb 
highei, Abu lani-Sandip Khosla, if 
'.•mi'rv loaded, Sewa if you're not If 
c out 1.isles are more Westernised, you 
will have stocked ur. in all the loose 
lini*n trousers and shirts (Ritu Beri or 



Indian nindel!. in Rohit Bal designs 



A creation from Vivienne Westwood 


Color Plus, depending on your 
budget) that were the •'age last 
summer, so that you could go with the 
flow 

Or, like a good friend ot mine, let’s 
rail her X. you are one of those people 
who gel fixated on certain garments 
Madame X, for instance, spent two 
months .scouring the shops until she 
found a particular round-necked 
denim shirt that she JUST HAD TO 
HAVE 

Yet o’.hers are slavish followers of 
the fashion magazines — and we're 
talking about V'ogue and Harpers and 
Queen here, not Verve They carefully 
follow the colour palette adopted by 
designers ranging from Calvin Klein 
to Donna Karan to Vivienne 
Westwood for that .season, and then 
ask their darzi (please don't give 
anyone else his address') to run up 
their wardrobe tor that .wason 


And, if they have the money, they 
make four trips abroad evciy year to 
ensure that they are never out of 
fashion, even though they may never 
ever be in style. 

Y es, there is a new creature looming 
largo on the Indian horizon; the 
fashion vichm She may bo wearing 
either Versace or Varma (as in Suncet). 
she may be in Manolo Blahnik pumps 
or Doc Martens, but there is no 
mistaking her when she walks into a 
party. 1 Icr clothes will be colour 
co-ordinated, and she will be perfectly 
accessori.scd i ight down to her 
matching toe-nails 

One reason why you can't possibly 
mi.ss Her, is because she will be 
.surrounded by several ol her sisters in 
fashion bondage If it's a Delhi society 
party, these vic tims will K* wearing 
identical kalidar kurtas in different 
pastel chains, it i*'s a ilisco you're 
visiting, then the little black dress will 
rule, and if it's a wcddmft then those 
brocade sari ensembles that every 
designer worth his zardozi work 
chums out, will be much in evidence 

If a Martian—- assuming for one 
mciment that such a being exi.sts— 
wore to walk into one ot these 
gatherings, he could be forgiven for 
thinking that Earth Women were only 
allowed to socialise in uniform. They 
could vary slightly in colour, but 
styles were very closely monitored to 
ensure uniformity. And that a 
different outfit was designated for 
ditfeamt functions 

B ut why do women go in for this 
kind of mass-scale fashion? Why 
don't they feel comfortable until they 
are wearing a variation of what every 
other woman in the room is? 

The most simple—perhaps 
simplistic—explanation is mat they 
.suffer from some kind of deep-rooted 


From Versace 




4 ^- 

. 






A Rohtt Khosla outfit with a Western touch 


insecurity. And that they feel safe only | f inly after such, rese.iich >lot*s nny 
when they arc dres.sed 'right', i e in ' self-respecting wcmi.in dei uie < >n hei 


exactly the .same way as their peers are. 

Hence, that oft-noted female trait 
of calling up all her friends on the 
eve ot the annual Divali bash, to ask 
them what they will be wearing 
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A ravishing Yves Saint Laurent outfit 


uwn outfit, taking care to erv>wre (li.it 
If IS closi; enongb li- those oi Ivr 
fiienils to IfWik in', but clitleienl 
I'nough to l<«)k oi.gin*il .^n<! mori’ 
ollen than not, she errs on the side 
ol discretion ralhir than oiigiruihtv 

But insecurity — though il pl.ivs a 
I largeparf—isnot all there is to it In 
some cases, it is sheet la/aness th.it 
leads women to follow the herd, as il 
were Alter all. it is simpler to hishion 
yourself as a mirror image ot all youi 
peers, rather than try for a brand-new 
look In the end. when it comes to the 
sartorial stakes, it is better to be s.ile 
than to be sorry. 

What most women lo.se .sight ol — 
in this mad scramble to look' right' - - 
IS the truth that while fa.shion is 
ephemeral, .style is eternal You vlon't 
have to be wearing capri pants, or 
hipsters when they are in fashion If 
you can cany them otf with sullitienl 
panache, even pala/./o panis w-iiild 
look great with a cropped top. And 
you don't have to wear your skirts .r 
particular length just because .Armani 
dressed Linda Evangelista in (hcru in 
the last issue of Vogue 

If you prefer your skirts right down 
to your ankles, then go n^t ahead 
and wear them that length. And if 
you're feeling slightly adventurous 
then undo the bottom six buttons for 
the elegant but sexy look Who 
knows— - given the way that most 
women are given to t opy mg one 
another — you mav w'ell sl.irl .i 
brand-new trend! ■ 



Sketches 

WAR GAMES 

Ami iJie names mho play them 

This Week: Annu Kapoor Vs his Co-hosts 


B egan the pro¬ 
gramme with: 
Durga lasraj, the 
daughter of Pandit 
Jasi.i|, and a siinger cil 
.sonu’ talent herself. Annu 
and ftiirga flagged <.)ft the 
shinv little realising that 
Clo-ii'-iip Antiik^lian would 
soon assume cult status on 
Indian television 

The problems: Began 
early, with Diiiga express¬ 
ing her (.lis.satisfartion 
with the wav in which 
Kapoor insisted on hog¬ 
ging the flame, while she 
tried in vaiii to get tile 
odd ilose-up in The vibes 
between the two 
anchors— which had 
been cool to begin vv'ith • 
turned positively ic\’, as 
their diltert'iui’s mounted 



Durga Jasraj with Annu Kapoor: Vibes that turned icy; 
and (below) Kavlta Paudwat: Clearly upstaged 


End result: Piirga |asra| 
leit the show in a hiifl But 
pool Annu didn't have the 
satislaclion of hosting the 
programme all on his 
own. thi' producers insist¬ 
ing on hiiing Kavita 
Paudwal, daughU'r ot 
smgei Anuiacina I’audvval 
(ot i-Sc‘ries tame) as a 
replacement lor |asra| 


Did Paudwal work bet- ' 
ter?: On the contrary, i 

things began going down- i 
hill riom the moment she 
(Timbed on to the podium I 
in her designer salwar- 
kamee/es, microphone in j 
hand Kapoor tried every- ■ 
thing — from dancing like ' 
a maniac, making faces I 
and turning cartwheels on | 
camera—to upstage her. i 


Renuka Shahane and Annu: Who outdid whom? 




And in the end, he suc¬ 
ceeded m freezing her out 
of the frame, restricting 
her to one lonely corner 
tin the set. 

Paudwal's response: She 
tried her best to shove 
Kapoor out of the range of 
the camera for a second nr 
two; but failed miserably 
at the attempt. In the end, 
she decided to go the 
Durga lasraj way, and 
walked out of the show. 

So, who came next?: The 


I maniacally grinning 
1 Renuka Shahane, fresh 
I from her triumph in Hunt 
I Atipkr Ham Kaun' But give 
I the tooth.some Shahane 
j credit; she succeeded 
j where both Durga and 
I Kavita had failed She 
I actually nianaged to get a 
I few I loso-ups a.c she sang 
' along with the partici- 
■ pants, even though Annu 
j tned his best to steal the 
; •'how' from undei her grin- 
' ning x'isage by making 
1 Shammi Kopoor-likc nois- 
! es wheneviT he lelt that 
! nobody was paving him 
1 any attimtion 

I 

I Did Kapoor give in with 
I good grace?: (>n the face 
' of it, yes. But insiders 
swear that there was 
much tension between 
, Annu and Renuka oft the 
1 sets And even view'ois 
I concede that it .sometimes 
i spilt over into the pn>- 
j gramme 

I But all's well that ends 
> well, right?: Nut i)uite. 
i The latest on the 
I Antakshan fmnt is that 
I Renuka Shahane is Icav- 
! ing the show—just like 
i her predecessor: did And 
no, she's not leaving 
under particularly pleas¬ 
ant circumstances 

Who's next?: Yet another 
dedicated gnnner, who 

P oes by the name of 
allavi Joshi. She's sched¬ 
uled to join the show 
.soon, and no doubt, Annu 
is looking forward to try¬ 
ing his one-upmanship 
tactics on her as well. 

So far the score has 
been Annu. 3; his Co¬ 
hosts: 0. Let's sec it Joshi 
can change the odds. ■ 




Innereye 




\ Aries 

I March 21 - April 20 
1 ; ; Citincsha soys much 

{ call and Ihcrctort*, 

I must be acliicvi-d It 

I ' .Hr I ih time to open up all 
j throttles on the work tront 
I Mso. the right time to work 
i on eri'iilivi’ projects Around 
I thi‘ l^tth. a touch ot nimance 
I Imghlens up a husv week 
I t hildren and hobbies do 
entice vou Keep your mind 
I I'pi-n alu'Lit people 

< Taurus 

, April 21 ~ May 20 
i ■' The new moon helps 

I ' you to deiide wisely 

I ' and well \oui in- 

! at I ve tunes VMII once 

I .I’^ein Ilow tieelv and lonse- 
I i|i’.'nfl\, painters ti aiilers 
: .viiti"' musician', and com- 
I peiei piograinmeis do ai 
, eMt'lleol job Hut lake care ot 
i dieliiiv iiuhsi returns >oo 
I .lioiiM he in a happy iiaine ot 

I "llllsl 

: Gemini 

Mdv 21 - June 20 

c III' e again a strong 
toi os on house, 
BSIW e I'roperty. reiiie'ation, 
IsnVS <.U cor.ilum, hio'ing, 

I selling, shopping draperies 
: tioeiu'. and triij'peries >ou I’ 
;,i 1 Moiie a tew domeslii 
. !i"ii s iHil oi the wav Also it 
IS tone to get ',oul travel kit 
re.i'.i Hut do try and keep 
v'lir personal lile separate 
I 'mi Imsmess aiul prolession 


Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

I’erhdjis, one ot the 
r VSpjJ j mtrst newsy wivks 
1 I of the entire year 

You will be happy 
about developments m com 
munication, contacts, publici¬ 
ty, human lelationships, travel 
and (ontracts You may do 
some shopping, buying and 
selling iiiipulsivelv I’lnd time 
to eiijoy leisure iclivities That 
IS ni'iessarv 

Leo 

July 2 ■ - - August 21 
i" ^ ' 'i Time to make 
MR||S|lgl money, ponder. 
iSBBi philosophise, buy, 
BsSHI 1 sell, shop, pay taxes, 
angle for loans, tunas, invest¬ 
ments and capital 
tonnalion ('bviinislv. vou 
could he panting lor breath 
Itom all tins Charm will open 
pew erlul doors tor vou It ts 
irn the i.u'ds that you will be 
m a rofiiiintu situation 

Virgo 

Augjsr22 — Septembci 22 
' ’ Votir imaginative 

powers a'id your 
I intuitive grasp ol 
■MK '• meit and rii.itters are 
tnilv hetghlened beiause ol 
Ih-' siin-Meriurv con|uni.lioit 
thi'n week Yvni will have ihi' 
skills and ihi' I onlidimce to 
oveicome all i.bstacles and gel 
at till' goodies Aioiind the 
Ihili, you have a field day An 
i'X( client week 


Libra 

September 23 — October 22 
VVhile u would be 
best to work in 
si'etecy and cultivate 
J a subtle appioach it 
IS eertarn that boisterous and 
estroverted people will sur¬ 
round vou rlrat's leal lite tor 
vou It could well In- journev 
time LTiexpcvted expenses aie 
likc'h to IcMr holes in yoiii 
pocket I’orlJiiatcTv theie will 
be si o(H‘to make nicinev loo 

i Scorpio 

Oclobei23- November 22 

I \ M , ' 1 he right lime to 
I I decide al'out the big 

/“Be ; r*r small issues ot the 
I fulme September 

I 17-IH appeal ideal toi it You 
will be moving into tojr gear 
' III voiii woik area In youi 
' plav lieKi and romance, tlii'ie 
i are inanv sweet surprises TTie 
I IS a good time to soi lalise and 
; liirnonvoui undeniable 
I charm 

' Sagittarius 

\ Novombor 23 — December 20 

! You will leallv have 

j mM! to juggle Vi'irr sc'hc'd 
L|Bn|i| dies to accommodate 
I^BmI leisure ai tivitic’s and 
solid wemk, and both will 
dc'mand top priority A vc-rv 
luckv accent is placed on busi- 
: ness and piolessicmal mal- 
' tcTs Tcnii an bitions aie all.une 
i and vou will do the iieedlul to 
■ rOiilISC'them Miciw ix'k w ill be 
gieatK satisfying 




BEJAN DARUWALLA 

Capricorn 

\ Decembei 21 --January 19 
. j loin heail w ill be a 

. I A If ! nest tier singing 
' I ' buds says Caiiesli.i 

. IrllPlit! Yoiii insighcs and 
■ tciri’sighls will I'lease r cui 
' krtiircl news IS \'om birthright 
1 and veil shall have it 
I Koniaiici IS di'tmiteh on the 
' cauls and it should be a wi I 
come c hange III \oui liti lout 
I mental lap.uilv will icach 
uiu'Xjiloic d di'jitlis 

; Aqtutrius 

January 20 - February 10 

f 'I in.luces will lli.cc 
iiovv i,i\ ing \ oil 
relic I It I. .1 good 
1 tinic to move il vc.ii 
! led up to It In .m\ %.ise ihe 
l.ili'st b\ 111 \l ye,II, J lot ^l| 

; inii'.emi'ii! IS loii'lold He 
. diplomatic and do not try to 
i rutile le.illii'is 's|ienil lime iill 
tivatmg viiiii liol’liii's , 1 -, Il IS 
I iinpoilani lh it vo'i relai lime 
. to' tiac'iT loo 

, Pisces 

, February 19 - March 20 
' ' Heaiilv IS in the I'M' 

'J||a8K' ol the belioidei .iiicl 
I yoin liived inic w ill 

! admin c ou It 

1 woiikl be w ISC ui ic'c.in lire 
. coinjilimi'iil II jilamimc, .1 
\ m.irii.tge. .in .iltn lai "ng.igc 

I mcni. iu'.\ IS till time 11■ St. lit 
. It Ol even l.aie It pel fill meii 
. louinev .ind ciilkibcM.ituiie aie 
! also on the .invil '\ goou liine 
li' rear h nut Ui people 


BIRTHDAYS 


Septeitberijk Moon squat* Neptune says Ganesha signifies 
you will fiice twidity be piectkal end leam ttuM* ji^ut t*1a- 
KonshipB. -, 

Sept 0 >mber Uk Motm square Mats, seidite lupibn means 
expenses should eat into your income. A separation from a 
loved one is pbssible. 

f 7: SmirMetcuiy trine Neptune signifies tJiat a 
great and favourable year iti in store. Travel money, home 
and property bring happiness. 

Srptettt^r Ift Moon sextfle Mercury is evtellent for those in 
business and the artB. You will be fuifilled bi various ways 


and that should prove important. A lucky year for those deal¬ 
ing in property. 

Septemher li* Moon trine Veraw brings in a multiplicity of 
interests. Romance and finance make a happy combination 
feryou. 

September 20t Moon square Saturn dews mean a few prob¬ 
lems with petrple and finances. You will have to hone yimr 
skills. 

September 21; Moon coni'rnction Jupiter favouis money, 
progress, good impulses, thoughts and good deeds. You will 
Iv succi»»sful and happy. 
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BEER, ANYONE? 

If YOU lire ill Hatyema. you 'll have lotraivl ac rnss Ihe border for a pint. 
Samlta Bhatia examines post pwhihition lifestyles 


L \ •. aOiii I 1 hi- [ Vlhi -Mfiry'iina 
b-'.r>.UM Iinic 
post-prohihition f lan'ana 
CharaitJ'rs- I wo 

' walki*'-talkio« 1 ' J 1.1! vaiu police s.op'^ 
<1111* ii scootenst in poswssion of a tew 
bottles of b<H>r. v\ antinn to cross the 
b( irvict (u I fary.111.1. 

! st.inii nr.litanili at the cops 
sUndinj', (U.st a tew livl away - that 
crucial iron barricade his only shield 
.i^ainsl dhe Harvana I'viiuv '* rehis*- 
to relinquish the hotllcs '' he s.ud 
cockilv. "MI w'ail til! vou puv’s tall 
jsiwp It' (loss over' A rl.issic case ol 
so near and yet so tar' 

While all the fops needed to ilii wa.s 
to reach (>ut anil ^rab the offender, the 
tart that he stood in Delhi no more 
lii.ina step away from the barrier— 
made all Oie diffei eiici ’ I am i lot a 
boo.'.ird so w'lu should the lave 
pi..'vt‘nt nil liom keeping; a bar at 
rwaiu’'’" he.i.skod, as lie stood his 
({round 

The man w'aiUfl for a while — and 
some more The cops didn't tall 
asiivp, (ust chvtnged duties. I'hoir 
quai n was at ham! and the lure of 
lucre as in a reported cash aw.n d ot Ks 
500 poj lxittk'confis<ati*d. waseiioii({h 
to keep slunilH r at bay Muttering 
disgustedly tht'"s/idrabf" (anyone 
who drinks has been dubbed thas bv 
the 1 laryana I’obce) turned his scixiter 
around and drsanpeared in the 
direction from which he had ciinie. 

Hi.s IS a query that is being asked by 
many m the state Take the case of 
Prateek Chawla, resident ot Sushant 
Lok, Gurgaun. In his newlv 
coastructffd home, Chawla had spent 
hours with the architect dc'sigmng a 
bar that would do justice to wl;at he 
proudly calls a "connoisseur's 
colU'ctiun.' 

July 2 , prohibition confiimed, 
Chawla stole out into the ni|j^t, car 
loaded w^iih some coveted vinlag»*s, 
malt whiskk'S and a hill range of 
Mane Biz/ard liqueurs to slink past 



Fireball, the disco at 32nd Milestone, before prohibition 


the cops on tlie border to his 
molher-in-law's home in Delhi where 
his collection is now harhourc-d While 
the motiier-in-ldw is not complaining, 
Chawla hates to .see his range i»f 
cocktail shakers progressively turn 
nistv. 

ifier there's a Palam \'ihar resident 
who's oHcn been accosted at the 
border every evenmg as he returns 
trom Delhi after a day s work 
Exasperated he says, "Tltcsc human 
breatmanaly/ersfcops) simply duck 
their heads into the cars and want to 
smell the beer on you. It's awfully 
demeaning " 

While not one to keep a bar at home, 
whenever he feels like a drink, he 
parties in Delhi before returning home 
— to battle with the border polia* and 
hdV'e his car minutely scrutinised. "I 
krt'p a stock of Polo mints in the car 
now," be says, rather amused at the 
situation. 

Atul Sliarma, resident of the same 
colony, IS perhaps among-st the ft*w 
cunsoonbous residents of Haryana 
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South CHy Club 


On the eve of prohibition, Sharma 
poured all the alcohol into the kitchen 
drain and hasn't indulged himsi'lf 
since. 

While innumerable ice makers, like 
one Ram Charan have shut shop, 
nsidents of Gurgaon and Faridabad 
have notirt'd the sudden 
disappearance of hhit/td-waJlds and 
dal-modiwallas from their'locahties 
.since prohibition was impo.‘>cd 
Poultry shops too are faced with 
drop m sales. Singh, owmer i>t The 
Chick Slop, iximplains that since 
there's no brnr flowing, his chicken 
sales have dropped by 40 per cert 
kabariwallas are refusing to pick up 
any empti- bottles too So, if you havt 
them, you'n' stuck with them 

W hile tho.se belonging lo the elitist 
cocktail cirnnts in the state are 
convinced that prohibition never 
work.s, even the economically 
backward .sections haven't really 
reaped any of its advantages so far 
Mani Devi is a nm.struction worker 



employed at a .site m Fandabad some 
35 kiloiseters from the cap'tal 
S'jshjhjndhi may' have uime to the 
state but she is yet to reap anv benefit, 
she s.ivs, for there's little that will stop 
her husband tnnn drinking "Aftei a 
hard day s work at the site mv; 
husband, along with several other 
men, si;ts oft for Delhi, which is hardly 
.1 few kilometers away And then none 
oi them return home at night, which is 
far worse!'' 

A resident oi Sushant l.ok 
{.rtirgaon, claims that her house maid 
has been abatuioiwd by the liusband 
.since she has slopped plying him with 
money lor liquoi 

The genet al mi Kid m Haryana is one 
of acute exaspiTation There is much 
concern that prohibition may bring in 
it.t Wake a lot more illicit liquor and a 
resultant inireaso in hoiK'h tragedii's 
'1 heir tears ,ir*' vejy real A month afiei 
the .state went dry, the first hocK'h 
tragedy tcKik its toll of 12 lives vi hile '15 
pt'rsons were taken grievously ill after 
con.suming spurious countn -made 
liquor. 

Says a resident of Dl ,F Qutab 
Enclave, "tven though ('Uiaral i.s a 
dry stale, it's no siktcI that the- 
boiitlcgging mafia is very .strong 
there. Haryana may just toilow suit " 

'The implications of prohibition 
obviously go beyond a pamful shift of 
a connoisseur's aillection, harassment 
at the border, or turmng teetotaler. 
Property development in Haryana, 
fast pac^ till now has run into 
unforeseen obstacles 

The state government has decided 
to mcrcase the sales tax on building 
material of all typi’s probably with the 
purpose of making up the revenue 
loss incurred bexause of prohibition. 
This has lead to a steep escalation in 
co.islruction costs So the price of 
biicks has gone up from Rs 1,050 per 
lliousand pieces to about Rs 1,300 
sronc dust from Rs 900 pei cubic feet to 
Rs 1,025 pt'r cubir feet Naturally the 
builders are groaning 

T he hospitality industiy- - 

primarily the 13 three-star hot»*ls 
in the state and 10 other smaller 
nrojierties— is crumbling uiidei the 
burden of revenue loss 

32ud Milesloi’i, a nsa-rt complex ,32 
kilometers awa\ fsom fVlhi, is doing 
some harii thinl.ing The closure of tne 
bar Club 3'.;, and the desertion vif 
Fireball bv diehaid dis<x*-goers has 
resulted in huge liis.scs Though the 
bar IS to be i oni erted lo a Cyber Cafe, 
the management is faced with the 
• ■voniii.ihK' th.it the idea mav or mav 





not dick. 

Get a load of this, the first week of 
prohibituin. .'^2nd Milestone saw a 45 
per a'nt dip in revenues, these* 
escdiiitiHl to .5() ).)er cent in the third 
week and now the resort complex ls 
.staring at a 70 per cent dent in 
profitability 

laments an agitated (albeit 
resigned) Deba.shi.sh Bhattachc^'a, 
fcKid and beverage manager. "Tfie 
gross opi'rating profits are declining 
at an alarming rale, while mir 
expenses remain the .same," adding a.s 
an atte^||lought, "On the contrary, 
costs have j^one up .since prohibition 
was impo.sc'd "Though the resort 
complex i.s breaking even for the 
moment, Bhattacharya wonders how 
long that will last 

Unitech's South City Club too i.s 
taang similar losses in revenues. The 
excliLStve strictly- for-membets club 
ruiw does sales worth Rs 6,t){X) a day 
compared to te .15,(KX)of the 
pre-prohibition days According to 
Priti Singh, manager, "During 
weekends over 500 people visit**d the 
club, numbers which have dropped to 
KO or 100 now We've also been 
compelled to convert our bar to a 
cotte*- shop and revenues generated 
here can never be comparable." SiU 
Heritage Resort and Palain Vihar's 
Chancellor Club, loo, hnd 
thenrcselvt's in a similar boat 
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Fireball, the disco at 32nd Milestone \ 

nasceasedtobeaciowd-puWcT Setup \ 
over ayeai ago at a exist ol some ' 
Rs2cFOreithasceased to be'the' night 
spot for revellers. Wedriesday ni^ts 
are no longer packed to capaaty, witlt 
crowds jostling to be served at the bar 
by the celebrity bartender of the 
week—Chunky Pandey, Manpreet 
Brar, Dilip Tahil. etc Head counts 
over the last couple of Wednesdays 
have revealed pathetic nunibers - - 4 
and 59 respectively. 'Chuck di. Phatte' 
and Bally Sagoo nights are events 
sti ictly of the past. 

Says Bhaltacharyd, '"Ihe disco has 
to operate as usual witli the nuisji, 
lights, the worLs. While earlier over 
200 peopK' would com*’ to the disco on 
Tuesdays. Wednesdays tind 
Thursdays, tivday there are days when 
not a soul check.s-in l'n*l.ivs normally 
pulled a crowd ot alvnit .IsR), today we 
are lucky it we get a it w couples ' 
Saturday night capacity crowds ol KOO 
have dwtitdled to U’ss than 100. 

Tile managenieot tears th.it verv 
tew. It nl all, vvili n-new membership 
W'hile thi* T&B biisn ies.s at lh»' IZnd 
Mile-stiinc IS diMvn I.-',- 70 pt'rci’iit 
during limner, *■«) per cent of the 
foreign clientele lli.ii puls up at the 
20-rcx)m hotel in thi' complex has now 
checkeil-<iut — for good 

The hospitality induslrv knows that 
osl crutting will have to be the next 



bar at SO'Jtti City Club has now been coverted into a coffee shop 


step. But at what cost? "Unfortunately 
the services will inadvertently be 
affected while some hotels will be 
forced to shut down, others will have 
to retrench staff," says a hoteber. He 
cites the example of Apna Char that 
has recently gone out of busimist. 
while Resort Country Club is actively 
iiHiking for a buyer. Reportedly 
another hotel to be hit is Sita Heritage 
Resort 

W hile small-time bu.sinessos and 
the hobpit.xlity mdustry face 
los-ses <*n all fronts, theie's one 
segment that's icjmrtodlv raking it in 
No pn/.es tor the right answer - the 
Hary an.) j.x»lu e torso Armed with 
blank siMrsh wan ants, the cops raid 
any house that appi'.irs to have a b.ish 
m full .•'.wing ITie cars park,*xl outsiJ*' 
die homi >. .ire indication enough 

Rumours are i\)i- th.il .i u rl.iin 
resident **1 HI,I- n a:, tound .seiving 
liquor. A he.iil nnmt was taken .ind .i 
sinipl*’ c.ilciilatioii vielded a figure,<t 
Ks 7().(KKl 111 damages 'I'he hos! .mt! 
guests argui'd. pleaded grovelled 
With thopa.ssibilitx oi an arn’sl 
slanng them m the l.ux' the* host 
exentiiallt cougni'd up a cool Rs 
10 000—■ .Hid a few btx’rs-- to settle 
matters .iniicably 

Anothi-r random hoie,* .si'arch 
rewarded the policemi-n with four 
btxir bottles Tne' shji.ihl' wa.s given 
die choice ot paving Ks 2.1RX) per bottle 
or immixiiatc' ariesi Th*'ii again, .i 
certain couple was returning hi*me 
after a late night p.irty horn I )elhi 1 he 
human b.'-edtri-.»nalv/*TS d*x ided that 
the couple had had one drink tr.o 
many A hiuly seardi Iw’hatever tor^ 
they demanded) ivas ordered and the 
coot, were delighted to di.scover a loot 
ofks24.(XXl 

"We were told that it wt didii 1 
r iinquish die rtiMiiec a liquor Imttie 
would beplanle'! .n the tar. tor winch 
wekjicsv fli*‘conseque nces," sav .die 
V‘, o:n.)r, in qu* ■ fion 'We paid liie 
nil. lie; w*. h.Kl which iiKident.illv 
w IS meant i”i a tiidj;,' we cm-*.' to buy 
r,.'ui hoiiso tht*n*''i dav 

.A icssident wraps up suc. nutlv 
Banning l,i|i.,>: bv t!ii-,<.v Will never 
work I’rohibiiii'n I.-,)!!* .nilvd ihcn- 
IS .T si». i.ii tnin I'Mii 111 .ig.iinst .dci'h.il 
abiisi I.hI.i. :Kosc v.'i).. h.i's-to drink 
* w ill dreii, ,1'i* i-,.ic tlx ibe vv ic you 
i.io t'll n-..'- w's vo'i want ill 

t!ai..,!i.‘ o’di -i! .loiibi'-iht’vost, 
in.l ;nor, 

i h.ii o'll! i-e Ks r."'' tor the bottle of 
be.s, pleas*>’ ■ 
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SAGARIKA MUKHER}EE,o^iehe^^1hebro0ier-&sUr4*io^$iimn 
as she sounds. Hyped as ^ hfind^'nekton of the Naxia tm4 Zakdif 
a number of re-mix kits to their ta/iedit, Asad hc^ cut their oum adbum 
tutelage of music director Biddu.. ^ ^ ' ; . 



TAThat i« ymr idea of perfect 
FT happinew? 

Having loving anns around me. 
What is your greatest fear? 

No^ciiig accepted. 

Who has oeen the 

greatest imuence in your life? 

My father and good books 
What do you dkiUke most in 
odien? 

Narcissisfn and bad moudung. 
What do yon dislike most In 
yourself? 

My pessimism.. 

What is your most predons 
possession? 

My voice and my inner voice. 

What obfects do you dways 
cany? 

Mon^, drivnng lionise, lipstick, 
cards, digital diary and loads of 
things—my bag is a bundle of 
ubiects. 

What nukes you most depressed? 

When I don't sing well. 

What do you dMike most on your 
appe ara nce? 

My nose. 

What is yoor favoiuile word? 
Ri^t. 

What is your favourite journey? 
NortneasL 

What is your favourite dream? 
Nature. 

What is your nighhtuHe? 

Failing- 

What or who is the greatest love 
of your life? 

life. 

What is your source of 
snmenance? 


pwneive things from vie 

On wlut ofxasians ^ y 


On what wxasians ^ ymi Be 

When, i come home late. 

What te yotu etcatest regnt? 

Not bemg wte to prove nr 
to my father befuns he p 


away. 


What is your most 
precious 
possession? 

My voice and my 
inner voice 


^gnity. 
mwAtyov 
relax? 
SysmklAg 
rnysdfina' ' 
waxmbadk 

Vtbdtdnfntu 

■BvyaMStltt 
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Betmfld 

ii The oonc^ of beauty 
haa tedly change^; the 
to-«kinned, doe-eyed 
fikn-oiouthed gjii is not 
the ri^ and ccMWentkinal 
fonnula for beauty any 
more (Tall Dark and 
Beautiful', August 11). Or 
models liii» Noyonika 
Chatter^ would not have 
been a rave in the fie^on 
world. 

By international stan¬ 
dards, Noyonika has a 
conunaiuime height and a 
very graceful gait, of 
course culHva^ over 
time, and a face which has 
a pronounced Atro touch 
which sets her apart from 
the other models tm the 
ramp. 

Noyonika arouses a 
lot of curiosity. 

Nandimi Chatterjee, 

CMtcutta 

Noyonika is really an 
excimtion. While other 
modeb turn to the silver 
screen for greater expo¬ 
sure and Iwre, Noyonika 
has taken up someming 
more celcdbral like celebri¬ 
ty management. 

Partha Pntim Modak, 
Hownih 

tt Going unccMiventional 
is die latest trend. On 


mtemational front super¬ 
model Naocni Campbell b 
creating rij^es widi her 
dark looks. She has even 
made it to Madame 
lUssaud's museum. 

Loeddng at Noyonika 
no one would dunk she is 
an Indian — with Irer 
frizzy haiz diidk 1^ and 
flat nose. Yet, she b one of 
the most successful mod¬ 
eb on the ramp. 

In a way ^ b like 
actress K^c4 who has 


very ordinary looks — she 
b .stunt, darlg has loads 
of puppy fat Mid the 
famous butterfly eye¬ 
brows like a teenager. 

Yet, she b one of the 
nuMst pc^ndar actresses in 
Boll3rwood now. 

Vinay Asawa, 

CalcuUa 

m It b a Ki^ pleasure 
for Bei^ans tc see a girl 
fttnn their state <kdi^ so 
well in Mumbai's modd- 


bittworicL In the final 
analynil^ hfoyooika has. a 
persondity tmd pobe 
whidi put her mead in 
die for supusinacy. 

Her niav jobin the Mraia 
Bntectaiiunent will ghrr 
her career a good boost. 
Mm Base, 

Jmihedpur 

B NoycHdka has rbcai to 
dwth^ through sheer grit 
and confidence. Abo, 
has a ve^ pleasant dress 
sense; pidong her 
wardrobe jumckmsty so 
that the colours add to her 
charm. 

Rafasluiee Royr 
Pttina 

■ Thank you fortakiire 
tall, dark and beauttfuT 
Noyentika Chmerjee to ' 
thenelghte of Naoitu 
Campbell! 

ArfwAfleftm; 

Cuttack 

...n 

Wearereoeivlimniaiiy | 
tdepkone caUa and 
lettns aakiag 08 lor 
die addiCM df Yedri 
Dhonden CDoctoz 
Knows Best^, August 
2S). Readers may write | 
j to him at tttb address: ; . 
I Dt Ycahi Dhonden, ' ! 
j Maclcodgiuif, I 

j Dharamaala, | 

! Hunachal Pradesh 
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ROMi, KAPIL Dev's wife, revcb in her new 
role as mother - - the happmes.s which came 
her way 15 years after marriage. 
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MAKE IDYF.LIC Maldives your nexl b«\'ich 
destination. 

Rami Oov 







KAPIL'S 

MADENS 

Romi Dev, supportiw wife and basiness 
partner to her husband, Kapil, now has 
a new role to play: proud mom. 

Samita Bhatia re/xjrts 


SHE MAY HAVE MARRIED INDIA'S BEST-KNO 
wn all-rounder when she was just 21 years 
old. But Romi Dev nee Bhatia has never had 
stars in her eyes. Today after more than 15 
years of marriage she may enjoy the advant¬ 
ages that come with being Mrs Kapil Dev, 
but she's not overpowered by her hus¬ 
band's celebrity status. And there are occa¬ 
sions when she's irritated at being identifi¬ 
ed only as Kapil Dev's wife. 

Her luxurious Sunder Nagar home is a 
glowing testatment to her personal style. A 
couple of M.F. Husian masterpieces domin- 




ate the decor, which is 
characterised by anticpie archways. 
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brocade upholstery, crystal, some suk 
iu|^...and two panting Dobermann 
Pinschers. You ran believe her all too 
easily when she tells you that she’s a 
collector of all things beautiful. 

"I love my home, art and paintings 
and nke jewellery," she says with a 
wave of ^ bejewelled fingers. If she 
loves keeping a gcKxi home she loves 
her kitch^ eiprally well. She 
entertains a lot and thus «ids up 
doing what she simply loves—ccxrk- 
ing a special meal for her guests. With 
Continent^ dishes being her forte, she 
never ever has outside caterers in fi>r 
her bashes. 

Says Komi, "1 just love cooking and 
it's never been a chore." She muses, 
"In fact, I wanted to go into it professio¬ 
nally some 11 years ago, but it just did¬ 
n't work out. I alwa)rs mana^ to do 
thmgs a little lcx> late. I may Uiiidc of 
something earty enough, but by the 
time I fini^ mulling over it, innumera¬ 
ble ollwr people get into the firay," 

' I 'hough never a career person Romi 
X Dev ably handled Dev Features 
before it .shut .shop a few years ago and 
more recently she was on Zee anchor¬ 
ing High Life, a programme in the 

Mother and daughter 




Kapil Dev: Proud father 

lifestyles of the Rich and Famous 
.mould. Today .she helps out at the offi¬ 
ce giving her nusbancl all the back-up 
he needs. For one who is apparently 
the moving force behind every move 
KapiJ Dev makes, she doesn't seem to 
take her role too serioasly. 

As she explains, "Kapil is into 
imports of various things and 1 lc»k 
after the adnunistrafion and acxounts 
of the office. Kapil is awful with paper¬ 
work and accounts, so i just back him 
up in this area 1 do here in the office 
M^t 1 do at home—essentially see 
that everything goes smoothly." 

While today she's a pucca DeUuite, 
the better part of her life was spent in 
Bombay. After a brief stint at 1 oreto 
Convent, Shimla, she returned to Bom¬ 
bay and Elphinstone College. She bru¬ 
shes aside as unimportant "the routi¬ 
ne course on travel and tourism from 
Sophia College, a degree which came 
in Kandy when 1 was helping out my 
mother at her travel agaicy" 

After hej- much publicisc.'d marriage 
to Kapil Dev she moved with the 
cricketmg sensation to Chandigarh 
where they lived with his family for 
three years. But living there was pn>v- 
mg to be tedious as "each tnp out 
meant that we had to pass through 
Delhi first and then undertake another 
five hour journey back to Crhandi- 
garh." The move for good to Delhi 
came when Romi inheritisi the 
bungalow in Delhi's up-market Sun¬ 
der Nagar area, where the Devs now 
live. 

I "Oomi Dev will talk to you provided 
I X\you refrain from asking her the 
^ obvious question: about her cxiurtship 
? days with the furmCT captain of the 




te an interest for cricket, but surround¬ 
ed by the game as I was, 1 began to 
understand it and unwittingily follow 
it. While 1 wouldn't break my back to 
go and watch a cricket match, if the 
television was on I wouldn't switch it 
off either." 

One of the reasons diat Romi prefer¬ 
red not to go for a match was that she 
found it very difficult to cope with 
defeat. "Even though everyone sajre 


ShannilaTaiiace 
llw fost rea^irfugh pcofile 
crixhetbig wifo, T^ioee was.an 
A-grade ceMntty iriherdwn right. 
But denpite ha: busy choottng 
schedoks arid fQm ccmunltinents. 



Kapil Dev: Long awaited happiness 


Nauraen AziMruddin 


she found the time to visit the 
stadium when ha husband, 
Nawab Mansur Ah Khan of 
Pataoidi—popularly known as 
Tiga—wasatthectease>and 
chea evay time he struck a six, a 
made a p^culaty gocxl stop at 
the boundary line. 


Indiancncket team Bored with answe- 
nng queries a.s to how she met Kapil, 
she may just rattle off in one long 
breath ■ - "It's histor\’ and I'll just 
repeat it to you mc'chanically as I'm 
not interested in talking about it." 
Push her a little and she says, "I've 
known Kapil since the time he was 
nothuig." 

This may come a.s a surpri.se to most 
people, but the fiist time Romi met 
Kapil, he hadn't even .starting playing 
cricket! When .she met Kapil, she was 
all of 17 and didn't know what cneket 
or mass hysteria was all about He was 
simply .1 "friend s fnend" and it 
wasn't till she was drawn to him that 
she started following what he did. 

Par trom being .starrstruck, she 
never evei felt that > he was marrying a 
sought-after, eligible superstar. "For 


me it wasn't any big deal or a tairy- 
tale-come-true. We both grew with his 
celebrity .status and it wasn't like 
either one of us was catapulted into 
the situation. When you are younger 
you ran take things m your stride Initi¬ 
ally stardom felt nice," she says can¬ 
didly, adding in the next breath "and 
it still doe.s " 

She may be the wife of a one-time 
hot favourite cricketer, but Komi Dev 
hasn't die slightest interest in the 
game Notone who believes that 
people must share exactly the .same 
interests to get along famously, she 
made no concerted effort to pvt hook¬ 
ed onto the sport. 

Ot her own admission, "Our one 
tna|or mterest docs not lie in the same 
direction. While Kapil is very sporty, 
sports bore me Ididn'ttryandcultiva- 


Manhneil Gavaakar 
Wife of Surdl, rile acxxmfoanied 
hunonnuMttouis—bottiinlndia 
andafeuad—andwasaoonatant . 
fixfame atoimd fee dressing rotmi. 
And unldce most ofeeZ otiem 
wives, she had never had any 
reason to hover wife intaid wound' 
her huriwnd; Sunil was<iuite fee . 
modri idhuriiancUy piopriely, 

KavitaViaiiwiUuiai 
She had fee rsi« privilege of hrihg 
rdated to two of most fsmous 
cricheiets to India, Kavtta was 
ribtertoi^—SunfeOavaskar— ' 
andwsMtofeeoferi—Gundspps. 
Vishwanafe. Shekqridkny 
protitefeoughi^^riustog^lwto 
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quets and bridtbats in your stride, 
quite honestly, I didn't find it easy to 
take the critidsm that one had to face 
sometimes," she says now. "I simply 
can't say diat it didn't affect me. If 
someone is—in my terms—not so 
nice to my husband, it is going to affect 
me. Sol would just try and keep away 
as much as possible and not get 
involved." 

A nd brickbats there were aplenty. 
Kapil, despite his popularity, was 


not credited as a very imaginative cap¬ 
tain, tfiinker or motivator. Indians 
remember wdl diat one rash stroke at 
die Delhi Test in 1984 whkh cost India 
the match against England led by 
David Gower. He was dropped for the 
next Test. 

Then there was dw semi-final of the 
Reliance World Cup in 1987 what 
Ka^ fell into a trap, lofted the ball 
wid was caught, at ^ crucialj^nt of 
die matdt. He was stripped oftns oip 


taincy soon after. 

So, unlike other cricketer wives— 
and girlfriends—you'd never find 
Romi Dev in the VXP gallery at a 
cricket stadium. "I went to a stadium 
only cKcasionally and that, too, when 
we were playing abroad. That was so 
because mere was Utde pressure when 
playing overseas." 

Henwever, when on foreign soil, if 
she ever sen.sed hostility from die Indi¬ 
ans in the crowd, Romi would prefer 


iSiMimiraDS 


Listing somepfthe better known cficket wives 































not to go to watch the day*s play as she 
thought there was little point in gett¬ 
ing into an unpleasant situation She 
explains, "1 preferred to be at the stad¬ 
ium during five-day Test matdies and 
that, too, only when I knew that the 
day would be relaxed and when I was 
sun* that we wouldn't be packed in 
like sardint's." 

II Kapil Dev kept Indian cricket 
lovers on tenterhooks for every 
second he was at the crease, his reck¬ 
less style ga ve^^s wife palpitations as 
well She says .wlf«iociungly,‘'I stop¬ 
pl'd watching his batting a long time 
ago, as my heart couldn't take it. As a 
matter of fact, if India was batting and 
he wa.s aiming in fou r or five do%vn, 1 
would try a.s far as possible to leave 
the house " 

Unfoi tunately for her, just about 
everyone would be tuned in to the 
game and getting away completely 
seemed impossible "Even the driver 
would think it fit to keep me updated, 
adding to my tension," she says. 

Tension mounted after Ihe Australi¬ 
an tour of 1991 -92, when Kapil harvest- 
etl his 400th wicket. Unfortunately, 
thereafter it took him two years to get 
the crucial 32 wickets to beat Richard 
Hadlee's record "The 432 figure was 
getting to us and while I tried to get 
away from the game as far as possible, 
when Kapil was playmg I w mid defi¬ 
nitely a.sk the .score in the evening If 
he was bowling, at the end of the day 
dar-djtr kel'd ask, 'kya fiua?'." 

So does that mean that Romi has 
mis-sed out on the best of Kapil? No, 
she says, despite her misgivings about 
the game she has manag^ to see 
Kapil .score most of hes centuries. She 
says, "Actually, it's just happened that 
I've been around when he's played 
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well." She remembers only bxj well 
his four sixes at Lords and all the 
matches he was instrumental in wum- 
ing for the country. 

The one r^rct she has today is that 
Kapil Dev couldn't announce his reti¬ 
rement before his last game. She says 
widi a touch of sadness, "The stadium 
should have known that that was to be 
his last game. But that was not to he." 

His retirement announcement came 
in Delhi at a five-star hotel instead of a 
stadium. "But we got a lot out of it all, 
so if one thing wasn't fulfilled I guess 
it's no big deal." 

T hen, comes the most touchy ques¬ 
tion of these times, ^ould 
crideeters' wives be allowed totcniT 
with Iheir husbands? Romi's respon¬ 
se: "Why Wouldn't they? I think there 





is going to be a greater distraction if 
the wife doesn't go " 

According to Romi, other countries 
encourage wives to accompany their 
husbands on their tours abroad while 
sports p^choiogists, too, are of the 
same opinion." As a matter of fact, 
today many are of the view that even 
the cnildren should be allowed to go 
along," she says. "I think that having 
your family along—speaally the 
children—is on advantage rather 
than a disadvantage and it definitely 
helps in taking the pressure and ten¬ 
sion off. Besides, it keeps temptations 
at bay, for there arc few players who 
would by choice stay m the hotel room 
watching television But when they 
have a family or their wives to return 
to it's easier on them." 

During Kapil's cricketing days tra¬ 
vel was hectic, but Komi has now giv¬ 
en up on livinjg out of suitcases or imift- 
mg from one hotel to another 'The 
baby—her daughter, Ameya, bom to 
her after 15 years of marriage—has 
changed all that. 

Not that Romi minds. She smiles 
fondly and says, "But 1 haven't done 
too badly for mystMf sinci* she came. 
I've travelled out six times in these 


seven months." It's been Bombay, Cal¬ 
cutta and Kapil Dev's home town 
Chandigarh. 

N othing could have prepared her 
for the cxcitementgencrated by 
her daughter's birth. When Romi 


returned home she was amazed at die 
over 125 bouquets, the gifts and tele¬ 
grams that were strewn around. After 
a harrowing pregnancy, seven 
months of which were spent in bed, 
"not even being able to walk to the loo 
or have a bath" the homecoming was 
an event that was celebrated by more 
people than she could imagine. 

Like any other mother, Romi too 
wants to instil] in her daughter some 



9ie says firmly, "She has to decide 
what she wants to do and I wouldn't 
like to pressurise her one way or the 
other. Ultimately she has to be her 
own person and her celebrity father or 
a well-known mother cannot help her. 
We'd like to give her the best, which is 
what all parents want for their diildr- 
en. whether or not they ate celebrities. 
In fact she's come late so she really 
hasn't seen Kapil in his heyday, which 
could well go to a child's iWad." 

As of now, of course, Ameya is only 
dimly aware who her mother and 
father are. At eight months, she has 
begun to recognise her paroits, and 
smiles beatifically at them. But she 
hasn't learnt to speak, .so it's hard to 
say what lies behind ^at cheerful visa¬ 
ge and big, gleaming eyes. 

Ameya wakes up m time for the 
photo-session. Mother and dau^ter 
gaze at each other in wonder—-both 
obviously smitten —and a secret 
smile is exchanged. They amicably 
pose for the cameras, looking directly 
into the lens and then beyond—to 
what promises to be a very bright futu¬ 
re. I 


A htstork: moment: KiM holds aloft the Prudantiai WoddCup 
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Interview 

‘I Relate Very Stron^y 
to the Surreal’ 

Anita George talks to Sathya Saran, the editor of Femina, about her first 
book. Night Train and Other Stories. The book, a compilation of short stories. 

deals with the daily lives of ordinary people as they, in their own ways, 
manifest the surreal world. The stories were written 'in short bursts, each to its 
completion without a pauseAs the preface says, 'each wrote itself. For the 
author, whogrete up in the hills of Guwahati, the spirit of nature is very much 
alive and a part of us; and it is this commune with the forces beyond that 

underline the stories 


H ow did (he book come 
about? 

I had the idea for a book 
five or six years ago, and 
wrote some of the stones with it in 
mind. But the book didn't happen 
then, so I got the stories published 
Individuuly. Then, a frien ' of mine 
was getting her book published 
through Hai-Anand, so I approached 
them, in ten days flat 1 gut a response 
from them. In fact, the letter of 
acceptance was issued to me on iny 
Urtndayl 



I had initially wanted to do a 
television seriu but in those days, 
there was only Doordarshan, and they 
had taken a decision not to run serials 
based on supernatural themes, so as 
not to encourage superstition! 

The stories ate about survetl, even 
supernatural experiences. Is It an 
important aspect to you? Docs It 
amet your outlook on life? 

1 relate very strongly to the surreal. I 
fwl nature hu a presence, that die 
trees live, mountains talk... I believe in 
the spirit of diings... and then, there 


A lot of the book is 
based on people I 
know...there is me in 
various forms. The 
character in / Spy^ for 
instance, is me in 
many ways 


are the stories one grows up with as a 
child. 

Moreover, 1 grew up in a rather* 
unusual ambience, (in Guwahati, 

' Assam) where there was a lot of quiet. 
1 was very scared of the dark, of l^ng 
alone. I am even today. 

f remember, after my marriage, 
once when I was alone in the house, 
my husband had gone out. The radio 



Sathya Saran: Editor-turned-writer who 
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was playing...and, sitting there alone, 
the music took on a very strai\ge 

quality to me . to the extCTt that I was I grew UD hi a rather ummial ambience, (in 

ilSsT^t th^^d SSli fel? Guwahati, Assam) where there was a lot of quiet 1 

WhenI workedontheplaySsuitn, Of being alone. I am 

we did a lot of work on its evcn today. I remember, after my marriage, once 

when I was alone to the house, my husbwid had 
you do no wrong, no wrong will come gone out The mdlo was playing...and, sitting there 

“fm.yb.^tt.m»i.k»inihis alone, the musfc tookou a Very stTBnge quaUty to 
notionbutihavefeitquitehappyaince. me...to the extent that I was too scared even to go 

A» you, „™ ncoynMd swltch it oR! I Just Mt thcR and cried, to fear! 

In the book? Incidents, people? 

A lot of the book ia based on people I 

know there is me in various forms. cousins, and it was a magic dme. dm docki^ cleaning them, talking to 

The character in / .Stw, for instance, is Now that the house is gone, most of ttieml If I ever find that dock again, 1 

me in many ways, inere is a house the things in it have been given to a shall buy it backi 

tliat recurs in many of the stories, it is museum, and tiien each of us have tihe 

the home of my grandaimt in Madras, things we loved—I have a Ravi The protagonist In many of the 

A gie.tt old house in tlie heart of the Varma painting and a Persian carpet. stories Is often the 3 rounger person, or 

city. ]i^sbet‘n pulled down now and a I remember tnat someone bourat the one that gets bullied, the milder 
!>upennafk.et is coming up in its place, the grandfather dock for just RsSOOl It or more senutlvc person. 

1 spent eveiy vacation there, with my was really sad. I used to he in dhugecd That's not intentional, it's perhaps 

because as a child I was the one who 
got sat upon! 1 was at an age betwcoin 
die older and die younger lot, and 
tended to move with dw older crowd. 
So 1 would be at the receiving end! 
Maybe I look at dungs from diat 
perspective. 

Are you paiticulariy fond of any of 
die foddents or characters in the 
book? 

Yes, I like Night Train... very mudv 
it came from my train journeys in 
Bombay, when I used to travel alone 
after play rehearsals, and there was 
the physical fear of being alone at th at' 
hour. And then diere is Argonaut, 
where the old Medea story has bmn 
written in a modem context. Procfioil i 
/ohf is almost true. I was diere, when : 
we cousins tried to pull off the ^ost 
trick! 

Were any of the storiea rewritf en, 
recreated? I 

No, each was written in one smgle ; 
sitting. I can't be interrupted when I'm 
writing, unlike when I'm working on 
an artide. When I was proofing the 
booki did feel the book was workin&j 
because I didn't get bored with it as I i . 
often do with my own writing! 

Ate there more books in the otflng? 

Yes, anodwr book of short stories. 
This book has been received well. 
That's encouraging because today thi 
audience for Ixtoks has gone, in ternu| 
of numbers. Those who ate left, 
believes in the spirit of things' diough, ate dedicated readers. 
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he woke up in the ni^ht to hear the 
wind howling. How it roa<^d and 
shrieked...as if it were going to rush 
the little house into the valley below. 
She gritted her teeth and tried to go 
back to sleep, willed heiself to go 
back to her dream .but the wind 
intruded. 

When Sheila first came to 
Mussoorie, the wind had been there, 
of course It had thrilled her then. 
After her long years in the plains, 
there was something romantic in the 
fact that the curtains were always 
billowing the trees constantly whis¬ 
pering. Cmly in the harshne.ss of the 
winters she had wished the wind 
would blow softer. The shrieking 
torrents that rushed through the 
cracks of their wooden house scared 
her .m long cold nights 

But these days, the wind 
shrieked all the time. There was 
some theory of deforestation 
being the cause of the increased fury 
but all she knew was that it made a 
mess of her nerves. 

she remembered now her 
evening battle with Mala, who had 
been quite unreasonable, really, but 
perhaps, she had overreacted too. 
She always did these days. But sure¬ 
ly it was silly of Mohan to agree to 
Mala's going for that picnic. After 
all, she should have been consulted. 
A moonlight picnic indeed, and 
Mala saying she had been to one 
before without her knowledge, and 
would go again. And her friends— 
Sheila distrusted those friends Mala 
was so secretive about. 

She got up from her bed and 
walked the cold floor to Mala's 
room. The door was clo.sed She 
pushed gently and peered in. Mala 
sat on her bed, readiTw, The girl 
looked up, startled. The book tell 
from her nands. Gosh, Mummy, 
you scared me!" 

"What are you doing? It's 
almost two-thirty!" 

"I woke up some time ago and 
couldn't go back to sleep. So I 
thought rd do dome reading," Mala 


said There was a sulky note in her 
voice, but she was obviously mind¬ 
ing her manners. 

Mala looked at her where she 
stood There was no welcome in her 
gaze, and Sheila felt an intruder 
mere, in her dauhtcr’s room. The 
girl had nrcles undei her eyes, she 
certamly needed her sleep Perhaps 
she had been unduly rough on her 
After all, the picnic was to take place 
within sight ol the compound gates, 
"Mala," she said suddenly, T mink 
you can go for that picnic " 

"Mum., my!" VWth a leap Mala 
was acros.'^ the bed, hugging her. 

Tears tilled Sheila's eyes, stupid- 
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ly Softy, she mocked herself as she 
hugged her daughter back. "You 
must not stay too lonfc and promise 
you will wear a coat.'^ 

The sun was streaming in 
through her window and the wind 
had died down when she woke 
again. She lay in bed trying to 
remember if she had indeed spoken 
to Mala the night before. 

"Wake up sleepy head," Mohan 
called from the next room. 

"Mala has prepared a lovely 
breakfast for you and you don't 
want It to get cold do you?" she 
had spoken to Mala the night before. 

As she hurried out of the bed, 
Sheila felt apprehensive again. 
Mohan was goin^ to Delhi tonight 
On one of his official trips and she 
wished .she had not given her con¬ 
sent for the picmc She hated to be 
alone. And yet she could not be sure 
what she dreaded more, being alone 
in the house, or being alone with 
Mala. The last time Mohn had gone 
out of station, she had had a terrible 
row with the girl, over something 
she did not even remember 
now she checked her thoughts. 

This was no way to feel about your 
(laughter. But where is the girl I 
loved? She thought miserably 


Despite her forebodings, the day 
went pleasantly enough, as it always 
did when Mala was in good spirits. 
Only, that was not quite so often 
now. Sheila thought dryly to herself. 
Mala was cheerful only when having 
her own way; one little 'no' and the 
world collap^ around their heads. 
"Adolescence," Mohan said, every- 
tie she tried to put her foot down 
and contain Mala's tantrums. 
"Growing pains," he called them at 
other times, but Sheila knew he was 
being indulgent. She had also passed 
through adolescence and surely her 
mother had never had to face 
tantrums like the ones she weath¬ 
ered 

Mala was being quite mysteri¬ 
ous that morning. She had gone to 
the Mali, shopping basket slung on 
one arm. "Getting some grocenes 
for the picnic. Mom. Do you want 
some too?" she had yelled from 
downstairs while Sheila was packmg 
Mohan's suitcase. Usually she made 
such a fuss to go shopping with her. 
"I hate those messy stores, they are 
so crowded," she'll protest ancl 
Sheila would have to drag her along. 

"Just get me a loaf of oread for 
Dadd/s sandwiches," she had 
calleif back, thinking—when it's her 


picnic—then stopped herself short 
again. This woufii not do, she was 
turning into a nag. 

By evening, me cold had set in 
agam. 9ie shut the windows and felt 
herself getting tense as she battled 
with the latches a^inst the rising 
force of the wind.^e happy nu^ 
of the day was gone with ^ sim- 
shine. The long night would tick 
slowly by, she thought, watching 
with an increasing dread the sunset 
beyond the mountains. The clouds 
formed mixk peaks against the siw, 
closing in on all availwle space. Trie 
place was getting on her nerves, she 
ought to twe a holiday. The mixin 
rose slowly that night, flixxling the 
slopes with a silver light and even 
her nameless tension could not dis¬ 
pel the haunting beauty. 

"A perfect mght for a picnic," 
she said across the dining table to 
Mala. Mala nodded, eyes bright with 
excitement. The circles under her 
eyes are darker tonight, she thought, 
and tomorrow they will be darker. 
Dinnerwasa fiasco, with Mala too 
excited to eat and Sheila thinking of 
the loneliness ahead. 

They came when Mala was in her 
room, putting her coat on. At first 
Sheila thought it was a branch 
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.rKi'-ijf ii; a(;ainst the roof, but when 
d }H.‘r8i8ted, she opened tl.j 

.■X.1' 

Ihe add rushed in, filling the 
‘r-t ist- with its pjtesence. A group of 
Ii > sltHKl outside, huddled togeth- 

"Is Mala ready?" one of them 

u.!vcJ. 

"Come in," she said, opening the 
itor Mider. But the girls only shuf- 
ed their feet and continued to hud- 
le across the doorway. "Ncf thank 
ou. Aunty, we are loaded." 

I ler eyes focussed on a shape on 
ie tloor and she discerned a Ikrge 
tiiUiy bag at their feet. "What a lot 
t stuff for a small picnic," she said 
lUghing "What's in it?" 

The girls looked at each other— 
en at tne bag. As if she had asked 
em to reveal state secrets, she 
. ought. 

‘r "^Is," said one. "A aari to sit 
(, and extra blankets," another 
Ided. At least they won't be cold, 
.eila thought. 

"Ready, Mala aiuiounced, com- 
. g down from her room, her black 
' astir bag heaw on one arm. Her 
'ht hand was bandaged at the 
ist. "Oh, die can opener slipped 
len I was trying it out," she voliui' 
ued, seeing Sheila's eyes on her 
^.ist. 


"Did it bleed much?" Sheila 
asked, then seeing hei daughter’s 
eyes cloud over with irritation, she 
changed the topic. "More eats?" she 
asked lightly, looking at the black 
bag, and one of the girls littered in 
the dark 

"Bye. Mummy, I'm off and 
they were gone into the night before 
she rould say all she had wanted to 
say about their being back soon, 
about taking care to keep warm.... 

She could see them from her bed¬ 
room window, she realised with a 
start. She had been making a fuss, 
really. Just a girlish get-together, 

Enid Blyton style. After all, other 
mothers had said yes to the picnic. 
Only...had the boys been waiting 
elsewhere, while the girls coUjcted 
Mala? 

She went to bed, refusing to 
worry, refusing to hear the whispers 
that screamed fear inside her head 
everytime she was alone in the 
house... 

And awoke with a start. ITie 
house was quiet. What had woken 
her up? Mala, she should be back. 
The clock showed 10:30 in the lumi¬ 
nous dial. She moved to the window. 

The shapes were there. Sifting in 
a ring they had managed to get a 


small fin- going—sho could .scr :si 

in the firelight, sitting slun:ui.,r to 
.shoulder, huddled in \v:>olien.s i h*‘y 
seemed to be (T.ippin.» .uid swaying 
rhe familiar rhyflim ehideJ her for a 
moment, then she gi.'t it--it twa;, one 
of those names-ot-things game < ■ 
w'hcrc you changed names to the 
beat of handclap.>i Gir’ish games 
never changed, she thought with a 
smile as .she went Lack to bed again 

As she lay in bed, holding her 
mind steady for sleep, she could 
hear the chanting almost. Be quick, 
pause, be c^uick, pause, be quick, 
foul and tau; fair and foul, be 
quick—^then high-pitched laughter 
as a voice faltered....then a mur¬ 
mured consultation. Then the voices 
started again Foul and fair, be ouick, 
rotten air, be quick, fair and tout. ..ris¬ 
ing in speed and pitch...till the shrill¬ 
ness woke her. And only the wind 
howled outside. 

Eleven o'clock, the time piece 
said—she had dropped off for 20 
mmutes and dreamt all the voices! 
She lewt out of the window. The fire 
burned brighter now and the girls 
were still sitting around it. They 
were eating, she saw them reachmg 
out and picking things from the bas¬ 
kets in the centre. They should be 
home soon enough, she thought. 
Once the food is over, the fun is 




done. ■'Finish the food, and the 
mood," she remembered. She tried 
to spot Mala in the circle, to &(*€ if 
she was eating, but the shaws were 
too indistinct, wrapped m their 
shawls and blankets, to be recogius- 
able. 

Wliat a night, she thought —till 
this child rt'tums I can't get am' 
sleep. She cau^t sight of her face in 
the dressing t^le mirror. T^ow pale 
she looked and how lined her skin 
had become...those lines on cither 
side of her mouth made it look so 
drawn She smiled—lifting the 
mouth in a curve and a face trans¬ 
formed itself into youth, “'Why" 
Mala looks like me," she thought— 
noticing the resemblance for tne first 
time. Tne idea gave her pleasure and 
still smiling, she lay in bed again. 

And slept. To dream of cnes in 
the night, sfrange knockings and 
maniacal winds that toppled trees, 
picked them up again to lightly 
cany them across the meadow and 
hurl them into the valley 
below...while shapes rose and fell, 
rose and fell and changed around 
the fire... 

Mala—she came awake once 
more. Surely, it was Mala kncKking. 
She rushed to the window, but the 
shapes were still theie around a fire 
that had idmost burnt out. And they 


were dancing. Not Western style, but 
widi strai^, jerky movements, 
round and round the fire. Something 
tugged her memory—she had seen 
su% a dance spmewhete... But she 
couldn't remember. At a school func¬ 
tion? A Shakespeare plav? A him? 

let it be, watching the dancers. 
The clock struck 12;%. She ought to 

§ o down and fetch Mala, she 
lought. Mohan would ^ angry that 
she had allowed her out so late after 
midrught. 

But the thought of the cold out¬ 
side kept Sheila standing where she 
was. And she could not to a spoil¬ 
sport. She watched the dancers 
again. Round and round, up and 
down, round again...she realised 
with a start that they were moving 
further away. The fire was outside 
the circle now—^between the dancers 
and the house. 

The girls were moving towards 
the edge of the meadow, not know¬ 
ing they did so in their preoccupa¬ 
tion with the rhythm Again the 
dance movements nagged her mem¬ 
ory, then panic took h^d. The girls 
would fail off...the wuid wouldblow 
them over... 

She could almost see one of them 
toppling over and disappearing into 
the voii and she coula see the 
shocked reaction on the other 
dancers' faces... 

She throttled a scream at the 
image, tabbed a blanket from her 
bed ana rushed out of the house the 
wind roaring behind her. 

The long run into the night 
sobered her a little—and she arrived 
panting but sane, to the edge of the 
area lifted by the fire. The girls 
were still dancing, holding sticks in 
one hand, jerking their bodies up 
and down. No wonder they felt no 
cold, she thou^t. 

'The circle broke, the dancers qui- 
etenedL and formed a line. They 
stood with their backs to her, now 
clutching their sticks m front of 
them. .She could hear a slow chant 
begin—try, try, try ..the words said. 
Some girl guide .song, she thouj^t, 
the tune so eerie. It rose and fea like 
the wind, the voices rushing over the 
words. 

The girls started moving for¬ 
ward, one step at a time, stul chanti¬ 
ng dieir song., TVy...tiy...try,..and as 
they mshed forward in one gasp, the 
wind howled and pushed and sne 
heard the words clearly this 
time..fly...fly...and the brooms on the 
sticks. 

Sheila screamed in the dark— 
hurrying the bodies to the edge of 
diu'kness; hell—bent on madness, 
over the brink. .■ 
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IT TAKES A VILLAGE 

To begin developmental work in any area, saysGeeta Sharma, after 
travelling through the Nawalgarh area of Rajasthan 


O ne clay i 

past the freshly-sown fields 
of her village on her 
rounds, she was beckoned 
by the village heads for a word. The 
Sarpanch a^ed her tc take a seat 
ana told her that they were drawing 
out plans for the panchayat building 
that was to come up shortly and 
wanted to know if she would *ike a 
room in it for her 'karyalaysi' (office). 

At first Kiran thought that these 
men were having some fun at her 
expense. But when the elders went 
on to tell her how proud they were 
of the work she was doing and the 
awareness she was spreamng in the 
village, she could feel joy and pride 
welling up iaside her. 

Kiran, who lives in the sleepy vil¬ 
lage of Kiheru in the Nawalgarh area 
of Raiasthan, had n» /er imagined 
that she would ever step out of the 
narrow confines of her marital home. 
But over the past two years, her 
work as,a siuasthya karmt (health 
worker) has not only given her a 
new identity — apart from that of a 
good wife, daughter-in-law and 
mother — but mso added a new con¬ 
fidence to her stride. 

In her new role as a swasthr/a 
karmt, Kiran goes arouna me village 



Mother»>ln-law accompany tholr daughtora-ln-law in ttta lint 
session of the Morarka Foundation programme 


and talk.s to both men and women 
about the hitherto taboo subiecta of 
family plaiirung, health and hygiene. 
Kiran is among the 25 swasthya 
karmi-i who have been selected to 
work m as many of the 136 villages 
of the picturesque Nawalgarh area 
of the state's Jhuniunu district by 
the M.R Morarka GDC Rural 


Participants of tha Swasthya Kormi Programms 



Research Foundation, chaired by 
Kamal Morarka, former Lmon min¬ 
ister, is a voluntaiy organisation that 
has been involvedf in a host of devel¬ 
opment activities in the area tor the 
past three years. 

According to Mukesh Gupta, 
chief executive of the foundatioix 
they took care m selecting the karmia 
so mat they would find me maxi¬ 
mum acceptance amor^ the vil- 
lajgers. " We opted for the 'bahu' 
(<MU^ter-in-law) and not the 
dau^ters who would have got mar¬ 
ried off. Also, we selected women 
with some basic education so that 
they would understand and com¬ 
municate the message better 
because creating the right awareness 
in one woman of the family is equiv¬ 
alent to creating it in the entire fami¬ 
ly" he says. The Foundation also 
took care to do some image building 
for its volunteers by invimg senior 
doctors and offfdais to call on them 
in their village homes and talk to 
them about health and hygiene. 

A s it works, every five swasthya 
karmia (who cover one village 
each) are headed by one trainea 






lurae, who dispenses the necessary 
iiedical advise and aid to the vil- 
Igers. But the karmis themselves are 
Me to cater to such basic medical 
jeeds as giving medidnes for ordi- 
’ ailments, distributing condoms 


aiy , 

ncf contraceptives and reTemng 
Bbents to the town doctor for mr- 
ler medical help. 

But their main work, that earns 
■em a saliuy of Rs 400, is to awaken 
'omen to their nutritional and 
ealth needs. "I have faced opposi- 
on and resistance at some stage 
om mothers-in-law and Ae bahua. 
icmselves when I have spoken to 
lem about containing the size of 
leir family or improving their nutri- 
itake," I 


i ')nal int 


says Kixan. 




' In fact, awareness levels have 
;*Ti so much that younger women, 
ime quietly to me asking for family 
anning aids, and take them on d\e 
ledge that I would not tell anyone 
•>1 lut It." she says with a smile hght- 
ig up her face. On a tniunphant 
Dte, she adds that ever since the 
a',lhya tarmi programme began, 
■gistration of birtns and deams has 
".proved and the rate of miscar- 
ngps and infant mortality have 
ip^H'd significantly in the villages 
V'ered by It 

Kiran says that initially she was a 
He apprehensive about the 

of her family to her remain- 
lig uul of the house tor long hours. 
I^i tortunately, her smeerity earned 
the aftection of the villagers, 
le her hu.sband and indaws take 
it pnde in her. But the best indi- 
jiot of appreciation and acceptance 
{he. work and message, she says 
Itulinglv, was the fact that even 
!n in the village who needed con- 
•ceptives, would come to her 
*)use and convey what they wanted 
her husband or when he was not 
home, conveyed it to her little son, 
writing it on his slate! 

Gupta adds that when the foun- 
ition held the initial training pio- 
’amme for the volunteers, on the 
■St day, more than three-fourths of 
|e karmis were accompanied by 
'eir mothers-in-Iaw wno wantM to 
low what their daughters-in-Iaw 
►re getting into. And the most 
Shimon remark overheard from the 
others-in-law to their bahus was, 
u dhyan se sunti kyon nahin hain?’ 
'Vhy don’t you listen attentively) 


•he swasthya karmi programme is 
one of the many proJetAs 
Imched by the Morarlui 
hndation which has been partly 
nded by the Rajasthan govem- 
pnt. Among its aims is to raise the 


productivity of the rain-starved rural 
areas of Nawalgaih and create an 
awareness about the methodologies 
required to bring about this com¬ 
plete transformation. 

Elimination of diild labour, creat¬ 
ing additional employment oppor- 
huiities through vocational training 
upgrading the occupation of tradi¬ 
tional artisans by implementing a 
complete package covering 201) arti¬ 
sans for revival of terra-cotta and 
village potteiy spread over five vil¬ 
lages comprise a major part of this 
project. Its education programme 
was crowned with success recently 
when Nawalgarh achieved the high¬ 
est per^tage of universal primary 
education in the district. 

Besides, converting the golden 
triangle of Delhi, Agra and Jaipur 
into a golden square by making the 
Shekhawati renon under whim 
Nawalgarh falls, as the fourth desti¬ 
nation point is also on the top of Ae 
foundation's agenda . It has already 
begim organismg annual Shekhawati 
Festivals and reviving the dying art 
of frescoes etched on the regions 
20,000-odd havelies to attract 
tourists to their grandeur. 

" The foundation works in dose 
collaboration with the state ^vern- 
ment and agendes to identify the 
constraints and work out suitable 
policy initiatives and implementa¬ 
tion methodologies to bimg about 
rural development,"says Gupta. 

He says the foundation has intro¬ 
duced novel technologies to raise 
produebvity of the region that gets 
rainfall for only 23 days in a year 
and has only 19 per cent of its land 
tmder irrigation. One such success¬ 
ful experiment that turned out to be 
a boon for the farmers is the Vermi 
Compost technology, with the help 
of which about 99 per cent of the 
land in Nawalgarh has been brought 
under cultivatim. 

The foundation has also launched 
a low-cost animal husbandry devel¬ 
opment proRamme at die village 
level in the district. It holds camps 
from time to time so that the vil¬ 
lagers may bring in their cattle and 
livestock tor treatment and health 
care at nominal rates. At these camps 
they are also given tips about animal 
care so that they would be able to 
handle the minor ailments them¬ 
selves. 

Its tall obiMtives notwithstand¬ 
ing, the fact that the foundation has' 
been able to involve the people 
themselves, and specially bring the 
women out of the confines of meir 
familial homes, to attend to their 
own development needs is an 
achievement in itse]f.B 
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Sketches 

SIGNIFICANT OTHER 

A better look at the better halves 

This Week: Stem (Satish) Sharma 


WS 


t's a nice 
^ like her 
doing 
manMto 
Satish?: It's quite a 
romantic story really. 9ie 
was a teenage Dutd\ 
student, bnjught up in the 
United States, on ter way 
to Taiwan to study art. 

9ie had to change planes 
in New £>elhi and during 
the flight she sat next to a 
man in aviator sunglasses. 
The man turned out to be 
none other than our hero, 
who declared within 
seconds of meeting her 
that she would berame his 
wife. She was appalled but 
strangely thiillea. 
Somethbig told he^ that 
Satish was the man for her. 
She didn't board her 
ainnection toTaiwan, and 
within a week of meeting 
the aviator became her 
groom, much to the horror 
of shocked parents back 
in Warfiington. 


Why were they shocked?; 
Well wouldn't you be 
shocked if ycnir artistic 
daughter set out for 
Taiwan and ended up 
married in Delhi? 

They had nothing against 
Satish really — mey had 
never e\'en set eyes on 
him —but it was die 
concept of the sudden 
wedding that womed 
them. Finally, fliey met the 
gcxxl Captain and were 
bowled oven: by his 
Pun|abi charm. 


Oh yeah?: Honestly, you 
mustn't believe what the 
press says about Satish. 
He's actually quite a smart, 
confident laici-back sort of 
fellow. And against all 
cxlds, the Sharmas have 
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Starrs: Tte pahitar wife of Sobsh Sharma 


survived as a veiy 
together and very happy 
couple. Her family sp>^.ds 
a lot of time with them in 
Delhi, and Satish was a 
great favourite of his 
tather-in-Iaw's. 


What does she do now?: 

Lots and lots of things. 

She runs a clothes shop for 
children called Balloons 
and has a garment export 
business. But her real 
interests lie elsewhere. 
Along with ter sister^ she 


is involved in a project to 
create a township for street 
performers. And, of 
course, ^e is a painter 
of considerable talent, who 
has exhibited all over the 
world. 

What is she like?: 

Bubbly, extroverted, 
unaffaried and very 
diarming. She serves as a 
foil tolitemore 
introverted Satish and 
over the years the two 
have learnt to complement 
each other. 


She fits in perfectly with 
the conservative Brahmin 
Sharma family, speaks 
fluent Punjabi; and 
surprises people who 
meet her tor the first time 
with her expertisi? in 
Hindi. She even speaks 
English with an Indian 
accent. 

Is she really Sonia 
Gandhi's best friend?: 

No, that’s just a media 
invention. Tlte Sharmas 
and the Gandhis wen* 
friendb. They even spent 
the cxid New Year's Eve 
together. But contrary tc* 
media speculation, it wa.s 
Satish and Rajiv who 
were paLs, not the wives 
Of course, Sonia and Stene 
got along but no, there 
was no special ielation.ship 
and she ls not part of the 
inner cirde at 10, Janpafli 

What should you call her 
if you meet her?: Mrs 
Sharma would probably 
be best. Just as you're safer 
Peking to Captain when 
you meet Sab^ but for 
the record, ter Wends call 
her Kapi, and his friends 
call him 'Stish'. 

Whose idea were the 
marble tiles?; Nobexly's. 
Urcre were no marble tiles. 
In 1988, when he was 
buildup his house, Satish 
imported some ceramic 
tiles. Ttese provoked the 
controversy, and it suited 
the mood of flie time to 
s^ that they were made 
of Italian marble. After flie 
uproar threatened to get 
out of hand, Satish 
claimed that fliey had been 
sent as a gift by Stene's 
father. And who knows, 
perhaps they were. ■ 




'Aries 

I March 21 Apnl20 
I i ('■.ini’shd s.iys liki d 

I tniili' oction foTiniild 

I |4RH#. pill/ viiu will nMch 
I jHLI <iut lu pcnplf dnd 
I plaiVh, busy yi’urst'lt with 
i Mniinri's and take ihdmvs V.iu 
Nvili still liiivc >1 liiill Plans 
muld also bo made on tho 
spin ol tho inomont and that 
would ho 1*1 oat. Nows and 
iiiossaKos will havo an ovtra 
1 -dKO 

! Taurus 

1 April 21 - May 20 


1 , Monurv |!raniis mmo 

'tjBBf' '■ pkuiny, holps \'oii to 
' n in la' ou''> and itol 
uoik d.'no. Iniii will 
hi- ivorkiiip, at tull spood aiul it 
IS luTo that hcallli j'ns aiitions 
an noiossari 1 spool Mii'ors 
i'\ Moiplihi'iir',, lolalivosand 
do.n linos Fun liinos 'oniaiiiu 
iiitoi'-si', ,,n ,',l so \ orv siirpi is- 
I'U'.h f.ilod till III SI 'irdass 
v\ink liaisl, plio, soft 

Cemini 

Mcjypi -■Jlirir.‘20 

WM liiii isdl loll tiu' tool 
,'ikI powoi monos 

ml I'loiii os, s i\ roiuiv alioil ailsl 
doi.'ialiiin di' iiinliiiilo lioiti 
tiio l.'-st imnilii, vi’u is ill havo 
thi linn !■ I lako stiiik I'l tho 
oiitiro sitiMtioii, I ilos t laiiosha 
I.si'o will spoak to son in a 
sniiHilli liini;iio .iiiJ Vi'ii mil 
lospoiul in.stantls 


Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

Yiiui ^ood work will 
i miJ ’ pay At the same 
I JBT timo. you will hasT 
tc) trisid carefully tho 
doiiiL'slio siono Thoro is a 
ohanoo to make ii Iasi biuk It 
you are so inloro.stod, you will 
ho pai tioipatinj; in pioup 
aohs’its', tho sooial whii Img It 
will liolp to Itxsson you up It 
IS time to linish uiihiiisliod 
projects 

Leo 

July 21 - August 21 
[■'tT' I Mars helps you to bo 
onorjfotiL, individu- 
ali.stu and assume 
J leadership but see to 
It that \'ou do not step on too 
many toos, othorwisii hiii and 
|i>v will he lost Like the 
<■ ancerians, Kroiip activity and 
sooiahsing should make you 
haf'pv. ralhoi tulfill part ol 
wuir poisonaliti Expenses 
will nioiiiit 

Virgo 

AuguKhi2 -■ September 22 

» | .A line Venus inllii- 

j onoo makes you daii- 
I ^eri'usly attractive 
_l liiivini;. selling, 
shi'pi'iP)’, puichasiOR will 
eiitioe vou Financial deals w’lll 
ottei splendid opportunities 
toi the tutiiie, say November 
iIiii'iikIi the whole ot l‘l’-)7 
lalkinji with agents and advi- 
sois will really bo helpliil 
tVtoher ‘MA w'lll be exciting 


Libra 

September 23 — October 22 
Mercuri, the mes- 
r^TsI senger lii-lps you to 
.snreail voui tenta- 
iifti clos lai and wide, be 
it businiss Ol pli-asiiie or both 
He bold and snoot stiaight 
logetherness is tho kov to ha'”- 
inony and happini'ss, sa\ s 
Canesh.i This is the light time 
to bo adi'enturous, spearhead 
a nuiveinent oi a i ainpaign 
suLii'ss in love piedn iod 

Scorpio 

October 23 — November 22 

Action tune, so lush 
I in tire engine sti le 
I While expon.sos will 
,i be he.ivy, there will 
tn- plenty ot movemimt to 
keep you on voiii tix*s Manv 
lit you will be in tor an mier 
view, a meet, a conterence, a 
get-together and lhat will be 
lielplul You will hai'e the 
energy and the enthusiasm to 
make (’Ians 

Sagittarius 

November 23 — December 20 

I rinkAi From mid week. .i 
. SUft I sharp turn loi the 
bettoi /\nd the due 
■BkJB ot late rolls iiiie iind 
easy lot you, hi- it contacts. 

' onimiinication, finance, 
romance, business deals and 
beltv paiollsor wliatevei 
Pilgrimages, prayers, legaty, 
puhlie trust, joirt linance and 
msuraiue are the othei tea 
lun;s of the week lot you 
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Capricorn 

December 21 - • January 19 
f Passion and pnifes- 

1^] Sion now blend as 
; ' well as sejiaiate in a 

most unusual man¬ 
ner loi kapricornians The 
highs and the lows will be 
yours but oveiall, you do gam 
and have something to show 
loi It In this coniuv'ioii, 
CVtobei ^-10, 14-lb ivill be 
markers Paitnerships at all 
lei els ary torelold 

Aquarius 

January 20 — Februnry 18 

iiaiieslia says iinii- 
' neys, teiemoiiies 
j J • and collaborations 

j L_!Hf .1 aie down vour lane 
l.egal issues loiild ciop up hut 
, lliese lan be and must be nan 
[ died delicaleh and lai ttully 
! October 8- U) otter promise ol 
! siiuess It would lio mtmitelv 
1 lo your advantage 'Irv out the 
I oltheal anti the neii I'ollow a 
< liuncli as that is best now 

Pisces 

February 19 - March 20 

Pablii liiritls, insiii- 
jaSE anee, joint tniaiiie, 
loans, liavel .iiid 
mT shuttling ,lie thi' 

mam ingredients tiom whu li 
tale will j'lepaie a dish toi 
voii Mai M.ige, tilli>-i,It engage 
inciit, nicvtings anti tonlt'i- 
ence>- are the oilier elenients 
and lactors iihich will intlu- 
ence vtni this week and the 
I next ii months 


B IR T H D A Y S 


October & Muon trine Pltito, saya Gaxiesha, ts an exception'' 
ally powcirful placing lor you to get what you w«i^ -Effort. 
and pUtuting wiH be reqoitecL 
Octah0r fi Moon eon^nctiiM Mats, assurea Enjutce iiiltd, • 
romance. People and yojor boas too .will be ready to Tjfetlp you. 
A new high in status and poaitiori is dinbst'oettstn. 

Ovtaber & Moon square Joplter show a certain strain in.fehi- 
ttonship or finance. Best lo lieam to ombto) your iQijniises 
and expenses. 

October Si Mercury of 

unexpected events as nfetl te widi 


riches. Thetetoix!, you have a right to expect dw very best in 
these dtrecrions. 

<3|cSiSid>er /dr Moon^Neptwic axoellent positioning will lead to 
iiumiriitfon^ and intuilive moves and those will tum oui 
right. 

October l/.‘ Moon copjttction Merctiry means it all depends 
upon new ideasi, news, opinions and your ability to convey 
y^ message. Health ne^ a httlc extra cam, 

Octolwr /Z* placed new moon helps you to ran ahead 
of. ^ parity be noticed and k*v«d and that's what life is all 
about Ihe ssrviihi you have nmdiee^ wUt stand you welt. 





. Exquisite craftsmanship in 
^ International Standa^ 
^ 22/22 Karat gold and 

^ diamondjewellery. 

Dealer in precious and 
astrological stjnes. 
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OtOHT KMOM you 
WEBie A MVASTEA 
Lcmaptsmam, moose ‘ 




TMiNW you COUL5 mAnE V ►'AW ' LEAV8 rr \1 
A B>s!*caowe •* OCXS- \TOim- faster/ j\ 

t%li - - 
TO N 


ftOUSM %IXeO ^ 1 C. AM T, 
fcSEMTO MANWt I’ 



-A'^ATcwy l H»»A.n N/<see. i auRoa 
HE P evCM OeuvER IT' h HRRBAU.y/C 




CALVIN AND HOBBES B WATTERSON 



^ iaNtan‘9' 



•’THie 16 60 MUCH MORE THAN JU6T DINNER. 
LORETTA... IT’6 ATTEMPTED MURDER.’ 


"LORETTA L0VE6 HER CELLULAR PHONE... NOW 
6HE CAN (.066IP AND 6H0P AT THE 6AME TIME.' 










































































fifgW^W/lWASPS/ THEY'RE 
YOU DOING?? / \rr—- 

























The Indian Airlines office in Mjrie: It runs a daily service to the Maldives 


O ne thing you can be sure of. 
visit the Maldives, and 
you'll iwver want to set 
foot in an Indian beach 
resort ever again After seeing the 
dear blue waters of the ocean that 
laps die 3000-odd islands of this tiny 
nation, everything pales in 
cornparLson. 

Did 1 say clear blue? Well, that's 
just one of the many shades that the 
water assumes in these parts. 'Hit; 
shallow lagooas are a pale 
acouamanne blue, venture out a 
little further and the sea turns navy, 
and then, deepens to a coval purple. 
These shades of blue are leavened by 
occasional patches ot green, and the 
water is so dear that you can see die 
ocean floor —and the fi.shes that 
occa.sionaHv come right up behind 
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you and nibble curiously on your 
calves. 

Qearly, they want you out of the 
sea that is their home. But while you 
are in the Maldives it is difficult to 
stay out of the water for any length 
of time; it looks far too cool and 
inviting for anyone to resist its allure 
in the tropical neat. So, 
visitors—most of whom are from 
Europe, with the occasional 
American, Sn Lankan, and even 
mure rare Indian dmiwn in—spend 
little time on solid ground. 

If they're not swimming, they're 
floating in the shallow waters, either 
on their backs or on rafts. The more 
adventurous take a course in deep- 
sea diving and go back home with a 
license to plumo the depths of the 
ocean. Others go snorkelling, taking 


in the wonders of the ocean bed. 
And ruiarly everyone goes island¬ 
hopping on motor boats. 

■rhe nest way to get an oveniew 
of the MaldivK, however, is 
seaplane, which takes around ZO 
minutes to take you around the 
length and breath of this tiny state. 
Th^ planes arc small—seating 
arouno 17 — but they still make the 
most infernal noise as they land on 
the water, churning up die sea as 
they glide right up to the beach. 
Passengers can then walk up the 
beach and enter the plane, which 
is so small, that you can't even stand 
upright. 

A ride costs US $ 60 per head, 
but is well worth die expense. The 
view of the waters is terrific, and 
you get a panoramic look at all the 








various resorts tfiat dot the 
Maldives, and are housed on 
diderent islaiKls. The islands where 
the locals live are easy to identify by 
their humble one-storey houses wiUi 
tin roofs, the resorts, on the other 
hand, are lai^ sprawling structures 
with moms l^lt right over the 
water, with private caches, sun 
beds, and a restaurant or two. 

Bui then, this two-tier system is 
well entrenched m the Maldives. The 
resorts do not have to follow such 
Maldivian laws as that enforcing 
prohibition They can gel an im|mrt 
liceaua* aiKl serve foreign liquor. But 
there's a catch: no Maldavian ran 
even pour hquoi; let alone drink it. 
So, ait the resorts have Sri 1 .ankan 
barmen, with the lixrals being 
employed as waiters, instead 

B ut remain wamed.The Republic 
of Maldives takes its no- 
booze'policy very .scnously. The first 
inkling most first-time visitors get of 
this is when they fiP in their 
disembarkation cards in the airplane, 
and are infnrmid that it is an oneruv 
to import liquor info the country 
Once you're through 
iinmigiation—Indians needn't apply 
lor a visa brIore-haiKl, it will be 
stampHd on their passports at the 
airport, free ot chaigi^—and have 
collected your baggage, you have to 
queue in front of an X-ray machine. 

And the moment thosr" manning 
it identify something that looks like 
a bottle, thev will a,sk to see the 
offending object- If it does contain 
liquor, customs will confiscate the 
bottle—only unhl you reclaim it on 
your way out of the Maldives, 
tiiough Customs offiCTals will fill out 
a slip with your name and passport 
particulars, and after you've cleared 
irrenigrabun pn the way out, you can 
collect your booze as well. What's 
more, me duty-free shops at Male 
airport are full of liquor of every 
kind—^froni premium whiskey to 
vintage champagne—and you can 
shop away to your heart's content. 

Arriving at Male airport can 
prove to be a bit of a culture 
shock—what with interminable 
queues in front of the X-ray 
machines—but getting there is quite 
painless. Indian Airlines runs a daily 
A-320 service from Trivandrum 
airport, and the tare is very 
affordable. Rs 2,1)00 for a one-way 
economy cla5is ticket, and Rs 2,600 
for a one-way executive class ticket. 

Considering that the difference is 
so marginal, it makes sense to spend 
a little more and travel in the wide- 
bodied seats—quite the most 
luxurious in the buusmess—and 
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arrive in splendid shape for what is 
the hobday of a lifetime. But, if 
you'd rather save on the fare and 
splurge in Male, well then, you 
couldn't do better than Indian 
Airlines economy class, where the 
service is both quick and efbcient, 
and the seats an* comfortable. 

From the airport—which is 
housi'd on a small Island, opposite 
the capital dty of Malo~'.airvisitors 
have to take swed boats or dhonis 
(what they cab femes in the 
Maldivcs^o their resort of choice. In 
fact, boats are the principal tnod«.‘ of 
tran-sport in this country, which ls 
made up ot thousands of tiny 
islands, and can turn out to be your 
major CKpense. So, make .sure that 
you keep aside a reasonable amount 
of money for just gt'thng from one 
island to another. 

But that may well turn out to be 
ymir only extra expense Nearly 
iwery hotel here operates on a fuli- 
hoaid basis, that is, the room rate 
includes all three meals: breakfa.st, 
lunch and dinner And .since there is 
virtually no shopping that you can 
do in Male—most Maldivians come 
to hrdi .1 to buy Sumoet mixer 
grinders—there is very little that you 

Virgin beaches of the Maldives: 

The ideal getaway 



can spend on otherwise. 

Male itself rvseinbles nothing 
more than a quiet Kerala town, 
though the streets are far cleaner 
than that of any Indian city. It is 
small—you can walk across the 
length and breath ot the dty in just 
over an hour—^but there are a few 
sights you can lake m. The one diat 
most guide bcxiks recommend is the 
Golden mosque, so named because 
of its golden dome. It Ls a modem 
structure, and even non-Muslims are 
allowed in to visit, so long as 
prayers arc not going on, and thev 


have their knees and shoulders 
coveted. 

Other places that might be of 
interest to an Indian visitor in 
particular is the Presidential Palace, 
which is a dead ringer for a 
sprawling bungalow in an up¬ 
market Delhi colony. It was mnn 
here that President Gayoom of the 
Maldives called up Rajiv Gandhi in 
Delhi when his political rivals hired 
some mercenaries and attempted to 
take over the government. 

Gandhi responded by sending in 
the Indian army and air force, wmch 


A seaplane landing on the waterszThe a«ial view of the island is quite terrific 










Male Port: Ports are the principle means of transportation here 


look over the airport - - which the 
rebels had rather inexplicably tailed 
to capture—and alter securing it, 
went into Male and foiled the coup 
attemprt. The mercenaries attempted 
to escape by boat, but were 
interceptcxJ by the Indian navy, and 
handed over to the Maldivun 
authorities. 

Sio, It might well be said that the 
Maldives have a special relationship 
with India. But despite that, it is not 
an easy relationship to maintain. 
Like most of our neighbours, the 
Republic of Maldives too is rather 
wary of the Big Brother syndrome, 
and the residents are often 
suspicious of Indians, who they frol 
mi^t want to take over their 
country. 

Not that you would ever feel 
their animosity as you walk down 
the streets of Male. Like must island 
people, die Maldivians are laid-back 
and easy-going. And as long as they 
have their rice and fish curry, and 
the freedom to do as they please, 
they don't really get too worked up 
about politics. 

W hen it comes to choosing the 
resort of your choice, it is 
difficult to go wrong in the 
Maldives. Most hotels have a certain 
minimum standard, and ail of them 
have provisions for such water 
sports as snorketlmg and deep-sea 
diving. The room rate varies 
between US $ 100 -175, but groups 


can often negotiate a discount on 
this as well. Off-.season rates aLso 
vary, so make cnquiiies at your 
travel agent before you make your 
booking. 

For Indians, the best bet would 
be F.m-buo-dhu Fin-olhu Island 
Resort on the South Male Atoll, 
which is run by the Taj Croup of 
Hotels. This is one hotel that ij 
geared towards their special needs, 
witfi Chef Kannen offering to cook 
Indian vegetarian meals for those 
who don't particularly relish roast 
iamb and Chinese stir fries. Even 
some foreign visitors occasionally 
opt for the mdian option, and nearly 
everyone who has eaten his food 
would admit that his rasam is to die 
for. 

The hotel has 16 beach 
bungalows and 48 lagoon rooms 
While the former are cheaper, it 
makes sense to spend a litw more 
on a lagoon room, because of the 
unique experience they provide. 
Constructed on stilts over the calm 
waters of the lagoon, the rooms have 
balconies which lead to a sun deck, 
which in turn ha.s a ladder that leads 
right into the water. 

So, you wake up to the sight of 
the sea,' spend your afternoons 
lazing on the sun-deck with ml 
slathered all over body, and swim or 
float —depending on how energetic 
you feel— in the blue waters and 
watch the sea life all round you. 

If you want to go native wiBi a 


vengeance, then try Cocoa Island, 
alsio on the South Male Atoll. 1-Ierc, 
you will find walls made of white 
coral, roots thatched with palm 
fronds and silky stand floors. But 
don't be fooled by the back-to-nature 
approach; you can .still order the best 
French wine with your dinner. 

But if creature comforts come 
first for you, then Kurumba Village 
may be the place tor you. Here you 
can surf ana snorkel as much as you 
want, but you can also play tennis in 
the well-maintained courts of this 
hotel. The highlight of your tnp 
could well be the nightly beach 
barbeque, which features Bie catch of 
the day. 

Remember, howevei; that there 
are 60-odd beach resorts scattered 
aiound die islands. And it mi^t be 
a good idea to spend a couple of 
days in each, before deciding on 
whicii is the best value for you After 
tlv<t initial exploration, you can 
come back aiid stay in me hotel of 
your choice. And believe me, when it 
comes to the Maldives, you will 
want to come back—again and again 
and again. 

Indian Airlines flies to the 
Maldives from Trivandrum every 
day al 12.50 pm, and arrives at Male 
at 13.30 pm. The return flight leaves 
Male at 14 JO hours. On Fridays^ 
howevei; ttie flight leaves 
Trivandrum at 13^ and the retam 
flight is scheduled at 15.15 hours. 
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First person 

SEEMA KAPOOR, one the ci^rrent hot fimomites qf 0ie$$mdl pcteetit staridii htSr cahxr M ' 
Caicutia as a stage actress^ f»Mk aHention fieer 

Mirza Saheb etc. it teas RMhesH ^l^ipy who gave her kerjvvtwg bmdk crt idepi^vn it^ KisemA^ a 
serial vMdi instantljf catapulted htr tv sbadom. Other soaps fimmedd Woe Ha^ldiv $ilsjSa 
Kurukshetra. But wspiie her success on Bie small screen and many film O0ers. the moears the 

former Miss C^umdigam, remains her first love. 



VApiatis 
TV your idea 
frfperfect 
happiness? 

All my 
dreams 
fulfilled. 
Whatisyoar 
greatest feaz? 
To be 

emotkmany, 
physica^ or 
mumcially 
handicapped. 

Whow what 
has been the 



peatest 
uiflHcncc in 
your life? 
rAUiam 
Shakespeare, 
Raj Kapootr 
and Cleopatra. 
What do you 
dislike nuMt 
an ottiefs? 
Doid>le 
standards and 
hypocrisy. 
Whatisyoar 
nostpemous 
posawrion? 


A fdiotbgrai^ (rf Lord Jesus 
Christ whiot Irave since 
childhood. 


Whatobjecls do fw always 


cany? 

Usu 


Jsually my mobile and 
sunglasses. 

Whrf in^kM you most dqiresscd? 
Insecurity. 

What do you dislike morf on your 
appeanume? 

My nose and excess fat, if any. 
What is yoitr favourite word? 

Oh Jesus! 



What is your favourite Journey? 

Anywhere abroad. 

What IS your fovouiile dream? 

lb possess a magic wand. 
What 18 your nightmare? 

To be a failure. 


What or who is the gierfest love 
of your life? 

The thiee Js of my life—^my job, 
my Lord Jesus and my pet Julie 

What is your source of 
sustenance? 

Faidi in God and in my rf>ilities. 
Onirfut occasiofM do you lie? 

I hate to do SO- 
What is your grerfest regret? 

Not having a'Godfa^lher. 

What has been your happierf 
auHiienl? 

Earfi time when I have 
performed well. 

What brings teats to your, eyes? 


How do you relax? 

By waking up late;. 

What do you envy most in others? 
Ha{^>iness. 

How would you filw to bo 


As one of ihe best actresses arid 
human beiiw. 

How WDulayba IMcs Ip die? 
Idmyaiei^. 
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Ayurveda the science of life, has stood the test of tiine 
for well over 2,000 years Ayurveda is a legacy from 
India's glorious past when the Rishis had mastered 
the secrets of nature for the benefit of mankind 
Vicco Vajradanti Paste is the original Ayurvedic 
paste Vicco cares for your mouth - 
effective, active, totally natural Vicco is for healthy 
gums & firm teeth Every tube of Vicco contains 20 
pure herbal extracts long established by Ayurvedic 
herbal traditions to be good for teeth, mouth & 
gums Ayurvedic practice, centuries old, 
actively involve, those elements in nature most beneficial 
to the individuals Vicco Paste is made from herbs, 
barks, roots & flowers. no artificial ingredients, no harsh 
abrasives or fluorides Just the best ingredients 
for disorders of gums & teeth Vicco's concentrated 
formula lasts longer and tastes great 
Vicco IS worldwide favourite lor decades. 

Vicco is vegan No Animal ingredients. 

Vicco Products: Naturai-Natunliy better. 

LABORATORIES 
Dadar, Bombay-400 014, India 
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In the Land of 
the Kangaroo 

■ Tliank you for the cover 
'In the Land of Oz' 
(August 25). That the 
country Is a tourists' par¬ 
adise with ait abundance 
of the sun, sea and nrirth 
was brou^t out vwy well 
in the account. 

It is not that India is 
lacking in natural beauty. 
We have perhaps the 
fuicst combinations of 
snow-peaked mountains, 
i lakes, valleys, sun-kissed 
beacheSk golden deseils 
and dense green forests. 
But we have not been able 
to preserve th<^ well or 
.showcase them to the 
world so a.s to attract for¬ 
eign tourists. 

An twer burgeorung 
population has eaUm mto 
our natural n'sourres; 
putting down trees iiidis- 
crimiruitely, hunting 
down aniinals and pre¬ 
cious sea life, all for pure 
survival. 

Apart from biological 
compulsions, certain 
socio-political forces have 
also been at work leading 
to the destruction of nat¬ 
ural beauty. Think of what 
has become of Kaidimir; 
the once paradise on 
earth. Instead of bloom¬ 
ing, the chinar is now 
burning. 


Jt is fear us to preserve 
our natural beauty. 
AmbhaH Dey, 

Calcutta 

n 1 was in Australia 
studying for three years. 1 
have returned to India 
only recently I had senite 
opportunity to travel 
around in Australia and 
so the cover steny was 
more like a jouniey down 
memory laire for me. 

Australians iue a love¬ 
ly group of people: fun- 
loidng andno^dtable. L 
too, would leobmiiiend 


this place to anyone plan¬ 
ning a holiday abroad. 
Skamuela Sengtipta, 
Qdcutta 

■ The cover story was 
very informative. Mure so 
the section on the 
Abmigin/d issue. 1 wish I 
could idford a vacation to 
this colourful continent 
Askok Roy, 

Calcutta 

N It is cpiite evidmt wi^ 
Sydf^ was gifted the 
prestigioas oWO 
01yii^}ics. Unlike any 


American city, Sydney has 
a lot to ofhu to me world. 
T. Sinseik Rao, 

Qdcutla 

M Thank you for the 
ootourful cover story. Not 
evtsyone can afford an 
Australian vacation 
thouj^. So for us travel 
pieces supplement our 
travelling urges. 

But why was there no 
mention of the beautiful 
province of Tasmatna? 
Ahkishake KrSahu, 
IMtaqmr 
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FOR PRITISU Nandy journalism, pc«?try and 
environment take the nark si'at as Net surfing 
becomes his latest passion. Mei't the new 
Cyber Cowboy. 
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ANJOIJE ELAMcnon, despite her fame, 
remains .stubbornly modest. 
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But Pritish plans to procved in easy 
stages. He would first like to push up 
the usage of the Net before setting up a 
"really .spectacular sito—sometmng 
they have never seen before," he 
announces, in typical Nandy style. 
The site, he adds a moment later, is 
being set up in strategic alliance with 
Hindustan Thompson Associates and 
Silicon Graphics. 

Plans are already under way, with 
the cooperation of the Videsh Sanduir 
Nigam Limited (VSNL) and Com¬ 
puter Maintenance Corporation. 
"VSNL has the primary right to open a 
site in India and we are on their back¬ 
bone, so when our site aimcs up it will 
be by far one of the strongest and best- 
located sites in the world," sa)?* 
Nandy. 

Pritish has been involved in the sett¬ 
ing up of cybercafes around the coun¬ 
try and tlwre are plans for many more, 
he says, including one in Calcutta 
where talks with a maior chain are 
already in progress. And nund you, 
he's into this " as a journalist, not a busi¬ 
nessman. I'm very keen to increase the 

The Mif-confaued weird man 


The old Prttiah Nandy 

has gone from dabblL<g in virtually 
everything to concentrating on virtual 
reality. And of late, he seems to see 
himself as a Cyber Cowboy, surfmg 
the last fronti^ of the Internet. 

But Nandy would rather not talk 
about die new love of his life; the Net. 
At least, he says, not until his plans 
materiali.se. And specially, not to the 
media, which, he says, "makes a 
natak over me, so that everything I do 
gets lost." 

Despite such disclaimers, though, 
Nandy doesn't seem to mind being 
interviewed at all He's got used to it, 
you see. Sitting in his art- 
and-antique-decorated office ("it was 
converted from an attic," he offers hel¬ 
pfully), Pritish answers with enthusi¬ 
asm questions oneveiy'thing from his 
vegetarianism to his art, his poetry 
and, of course, the Internet. 

Nandy's got huge plans tor the Net. 
In fact, he sounds aU set to usher in a 
cyber-rcvoluticwi in India. And he's 
been at it toi a while now in a plaruied 
manner, setting up cybercafes around 
the countiy, planning thousands of 
cyberbooths where people can surf the 


Not "for a pittance". 


’ people can surf the 



reach of the Net and I'm not looking at 
business opportunities yet," he says. 

The Net nas a brilliant future, msists 
Nandy, for the people "arc fed up 
with me mindless entertainment of 
television driven by the lowest com¬ 
mon denominator, and the controlled 
information that emanates from print 
The Internet has not made much of an 
impact so far, but one fine morning 
you will wake up and find there’s a 
nuge qu.intitn't leap; that's what hap¬ 
pens with the media " 

The Net, he adds, is also beyond the 
ability of governments aiul media ■ 
ow .lers to control and that is anoth«*r 
reicson why he f.ecs gre H potcnlial in 
it. ■'/' s a journalist it has always lieen 
my idea 1 1 get elosi'r to evolving a 
delivery ptaiform beyond censor 
ship " he says 

Nandy illustrateshispoinl further 
' You've s»vn lh<-’ kind ol journalism I 
did ir. the f/Ziisfrafi'i/ Wivklv." he 
■iavs, "which was substantiallv differ- 
enttriini ihe kind ol )o'iriiiilisni vou've 
■n-en iP the /'j;iii-;.aillntliint or sum ! 
!i.id ..oinpU’le tns-dom troni owner 




lontrol ■ that was the stmngth of tht* 
weekly Alter 1 left they couldn't sus¬ 
tain the fienv independeni'o of the 
maga/.ine ' 

But w'hen*ihc Inlemel is cona.'rned, 
I’nlish IS looking at the big pivture. 
Television drew readers away from 
print. he claims, and now the Net is 
going to do the same thing with both 
print and television The fiiluri- 
belongs to the electronic rntnlia, he 
announa's. 

And to etivironment- 
amsciousness 

T he environment, and the state of 
our fragile eco-systein, is a favou¬ 
rite bugbear of Nandy's these days. 
"More and more countries around the 
world are going to stop allowing tri»es 
to be cut to support this amazing hun¬ 
ger for paper One w ill see more and 
more communication moving on to 
rum-paper mode. Everything whicli is 
envirimment-friendly will have an 
edge over everything that is not," he 
says. 

Not surprising words from the man 
who became vcgetaiian a few years 
and. akmg with Maneka Gandni, foun¬ 
ded the animal-rights group. People 
For Animals. "If s the wtest-growing 
NGO in the country," he says proudly 
of this organisation. "We've done a lot 
of significant work and people have 
shown a mat deal of interest tcKi. Envi¬ 
ronment helps us change our 


lik*slyle " 

'fhal does sound impivssivo, but 
doesn't he miss his seafood once in a 
while? 

"Well, 1 di>," he laughs, "I would 
still be lured Dy the idea of seafood but 
It's the question of making a moral sla- 
lemcnt And 1 don't say I'm a vegetari¬ 
an, 1 lust say 1 don't like eating anyth¬ 
ing tnal has a mother." 

Environment is one subictt he can 
goon about forever, that's easy tost'c, 
as he talks energetically about the 
depilating fish in the waters around 
India, about the number of birds killtKl 
in the process of caging that one bird 
which will adorn a living roiim, about 
the aiunlry becoming a slaughter¬ 
house for the West. 

India and her future and his plans 
for both figure in his talk willi frequen¬ 
cy. He isn'l thinking of gi'tting into 
politics yet. is he? "Who knows I just 
mi^-ht someday, if I feel 1 could contri¬ 
bute effectively," says Nandy gravely 
"1 don't just want to go in there and 
become an eunuch." 

Through all diese changes in his life, 
the one constant ha.s betT, his passion 
for writing poetry He had recorded a 
few cassettes of his pwtiy, read by 
himself of course, and is now planning 
another He has also done six bonks ol 
translations from Sanskrit erotic 
pHiems 'which have actually been 
pubiisned". But he's not talking about 
the sort of poetry he's writing now "It 




A charmer all the way 


dil d<>pendf.," is ihe ovptic answer. 
"Maybe I'll publish some soon " 
Poetrv' wa.s his first ladder to fame, 
bnncinj^h.'m the Padina hreeat 26 
Did he deadv" not to stick with it 
becau.se it doesn't pay? 

"You'd be surprised," .says Nandy 
"1 made more money in my years as a 
poet than 1 ever did in my years as a 
journalist But that was okay Ix rausi’ I 
wanted to do something wfiich would 
change India, that's why 1 moved to 
journalism " And while Kiday he ftvls 
that "it's not an easy country to 
change," he isquick to add. "But one 
can stand up for the things that are 
nght. 'That's what 1 my role as 
That's what I have done all inv life." 

H e's also held four or five shows of 
his art—drawings made for his 
children, ceramics and poetry 
manuscripts—-and claims to have 
even sold off all of them. 1 le recall.^ a 
"fun" exhibition he held in CaJeutta. 
The event, featunng drawings for 
children, was inaugurated by Amila- 
bh Bachchan ■ /hilc Anupam K^r and 


Satish fCaushik performed a children's 
play on the roads. All of Calcutta stop¬ 
ped dead in its tracks!" 

Calcutta, he believes, thinks him to 
be wmpletely "whacko," but then it's 
also a creative city and "they're proud 
that I've been a cTcahve prison," he 
says. "It is the city where my heart is. 1 
love Calcutta, 1 enjoy it," he says, 
though h<‘ left it at 29 to make Mumbai 
his home. "Calcutta to me is like the 
old man in Sindbad story - - he's on 
your hack, never leaves you." But he's 
quirk to scotch any suggestion that he 
surrounds himself wim Bengalis wher¬ 
ever he works. 

And o, he also doesn't agree with 
what most seem to think has been his 
lighlbearted dalliance with various 
careers He's had a fun time, he agrees, 
but he has also been faithful to his one 
passion—communication. "I am 
essentially a creative person and 1 can 
change my medium at different times. 
Today what 1 am doing has become 
fashionable—it's being called multi- 
media," says Nandy. "I've done multi¬ 


media for a decade and a half now, 
looked at multiple cximmunication 
options." 

If and when he returns with the 
Illustrated Weekly, the title to which 
has been bought tor him by a con¬ 
troversial industrialist from Tamil 
Nadu, he will revive it across various 
media like television, tlie Net and 
print. "Let's see whi^ way it survives 
and does best" he says. He insists he 
has definite plans for it but wUl launch 
it only when things "settle down for 
the inedia. Right now the media is in a 
bit of a chaos. I.^t of papers and televi¬ 
sion companies ate going duough a 
rough patch." 

B esides, at the moment he has his 
software company, PriHsh Nandy 
Communicaborts, keeping his hands 
fairly full. It makes shows op news, 
entertamment environmenl and 
"we've been on every' channel 
around—you name it" says Nandy 
proudly. 

But ^VT ThePritish Nandy Show 
was taken off the air by DO for having 
"busted a poliliaan, which is a sacrile¬ 
ge", he's not beem out in front of the 
camera. Well, exccfrt for acting in a 
Stylebhai vTideo. But the moment he 
can do things his way, he plans to have 
the show back on air. 

Dpen media, says Nandy, is the real 
need of this country And whether 
that happens to be foreign or Indian is 
irrelevant so long as one can get una.*n- 
sored, free informabon. "Indians 
must have a choice to decide what 
information they want. People are not 
fools," he says emphatically. "Hope¬ 
fully one day the power of the state 
will be rcjolaced by the power of the 
people. 1 naTs why 1 am a bebever in 
weak governments They do gixid for 
thecountiy." 

He also has great belief in the future, 
he tells you, and in hunself. "I never 
lookback," he says strongly. "I've 
always discovert that the future is a 
zillion times more colourful than the 

f reseni or the past." "That hope, and 
Is love for freedom, arc what have 
really sustained him, he says, and foi 
some reason that is not difficult to 
believe. 

Unputdownable he certainly has 
bt'en. through his various flings and 
career changes. "I'm not awed by any¬ 
body," hccontinues. "I'm not frighten¬ 
ed by anybody. I'm not intimidated by 
anybody. I've enjoyed the freedom to 
be myself. And that is the ultimate 
delict." ■ 

Photographs by Shailesh Mule 
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Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

Oanfshii your 
cimbitiiin will Lit; all 
fired up, and 
bec.iuM’ of that, you 
will bp motivated and mu'ivss 
ful Thiit's how It workh 
Kflatiunshipwisp, however, 
cxpeit a sop-saw and some 
dramatiL'turns. News and 
niessa>;es will decide the 
issue. You .should pav heed to 
It I'ravel is a possib'fit>. 

Taurus 

Apnl 21 — May 20 

lourney and over¬ 
seas coniioi. lions 
might tip the si all's 
in vour f.ivoiir 
Men iiry and Mars helps yon 
to iMrn inoiu'v, trade, try tor a 
iK'tlei job, but health is cer- 
tamly suspect and you ari' 
advised to be a bit mi>rc caie- 
tul 1 \pensps will be ijiiite 
heavv Mam ol voii will be in 
the midst oi changes 

Gemini 

May 21 -- June 20 

'1 he name ol (he 
ejiii'' !• n<one\ ^ou 
will have il in one 
v\ a\ or .mother '>>nt 
irealivitv will te p.henomen.il 
and .ilniost plelhoiic and 
abundant ( hildien and pai l- 
neiships w III hi' iinihiK 
impoitaiii and pivotal lo von 
.\n adiiition lo yniir w,iiihobi' 
will make von h.ijvpv with 
your imagi' 



Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

I’loceed n'lentli'ssly 
to vour ultimate 
goal \i>u will be in a 
position to wolk 
wonders frimi next week, so 
why worry. This is a strange 
week of partnerships, separa¬ 
tions, chiinges, people aiming 
and leaving, but over.ill a 
prepar.ition tor a glorious 
itilute. Homi' ixMidilums will 
also influeni e I'ou 

Leo 

July 21 — August 21 

I I lard woik will 
begin to pav in the 





next month or two, 
theretore, do not be 
ilisappninted and do not give 
up, as you are prone to do, 
Irom time to time Travel 
plans and renovation, decora¬ 
tion, alteration plans might go 
simultaneously Deeds, doeii- 
ments and contiacls will he 
signi'd 

Virjio 


Libra 

September 23 ~ October 22 
A It lend lould he 
responsible tor a 
i business or jsersonal 
contact, and lhat, 
should stand vou in good 
stead, Surprising lomanlii 
di'V'elopments are loretold, so 
al.si, IS a little colllusion Wear 
the latest, present pioduits or 
ideas intelligently, and vou 
will win the day, despite 
opfuisilion and up,sets 

no 

November 22 

You will he faking 
the initiative, savs 
f ianesha and within 
'j a torfnight, n'sults 
will start to show Manv ol 
vou will be in tor new ami 
varii'd exponena's At grouji 
mi'Plings, debates and ainfer- 
ences, youi views will be 
heard with lespevt Romante 
is m the air lust this w>*i'k gi' 
siow on hard work 


Scorpio 

OctoberzS — I 




irgi 

Augu^2, 

W\ 


r22 - September 22 
t laiieslia says the 
tociis IS on finances 
and trips, and the 
two loiilil have a 
link Ol a c.iiiiu'iTion New 
ollet'. will come lo you within 
V/ d.ivs and Vou should take 
lull adv antage ot it 
Neighhoui ., lelaliM's sei more 
1)1 vou Vou will show vom 
tiui worth at inix'ls .md ._oii 
leri'iices 



Sagittarius 

November 23 — December 20 

[ fliilV ^ sorilactsj oil 
dev'i'loji slunilil 
■serw you well toi a 

_ longtime I'Tnanii's 

aie sironglv emjiha'.ised and 
so .ire personal atfairs You 
may have to do soine tight 
rope walking between Ine 
two Di toiler 22 21 show the 
way (he wind will blow tor 
you Healih ot eldeis mav 
laiise iDiui'rn 


BIRTHDAYS 
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Capricorn 

December 21 —January 19 
jlJ While ci'ilam things 
do need to hi' .sorted 
I out, or sfriUghU'ned 
out, rest assured, 
vou will be able to do it, with¬ 
in just 27 days, and ihen, then 
should he ijuiet conlenlmi'nf 
ahiHil II f Iniup .11 tivity, a 
loiiih III i lassv roniame 
maki's you hajipv There couli 
he a (emporarv (ailing out 
with lolU agues 

Aquarius 

January 20 — February 18 

'] The law ot average.s 
will help you *o get 
i VBV ■ luikv Foreign kinds 
j and distant places 
will beckon yoe. Thi'Si' in 
sales le.iching, .iris and ci iifw 
philosophy and inevlilation, 
busiiii'ss ami indiisti v vonie 
rig.itliillv into llieir own Just 
be can-tiil It riding, driving oi 
swimmmj' Trav-el is a dislinc 
po.ssihlilv 

Pisces 

Febniarv 19 -- March 20 

About of p.ission 
avv.iits you Stay 
ileai triim financial 
tians.u turns which 
arc shady md .ire ot diiuhlKil 
value Avoid stale tood. Al 
gathering' and siicials, you 
will be happv and popular 
Travel pl.ms will be tinali.si'd. 
Work will bung rich divi 
dends Be a little outgiimg an< 
hoM 



t)ctab 0 r Hk Moon conjttnction Uranus helps you to be inspj- 
rationat and bold, says Canesha. Childrea hobbies, cttsaiive 
punuttbi give much plea-wre. 

Zt: Moon trine Mercury helps public figure's like 
Mjadiers, pQUtitdan8,^gc8, lawyers, actors, playwrights, 
muridarts and so on. 

OeMfiat* zi- Hut planetary positions Indicate that a m^or 
diat^ in your li^ ia likety. Be caubous while signing deeds 
and 'docoxoents. Priends will be of tnunense help. 

OcfoMr 'Z!k Moon aektite Venus means opportunities will 
Jtryow door. Ihoae in govenunent service, beauty 


salons, politics, acting, and muric have .it made. This is a flW^ 
year to lake chances. 

October 34: Moswi conjunction Saturn trine Pluto could brinig 
about depression and difficulties in alliances or relationidiips. 
But Pluto e^ect should do nmeh to nutlify it. 

October 2S: Venus trine Neptune is an esceHent tormation 
for artists, writers, managers and thoM‘ in travel and trade. 
jDtherwise also, you will make the ri^^t moves. 

October JMi.' Saturn trine Pluto indicates a long term gam and 
advantaues. The neict three months will also be* lucky for you. 
Many of your plans will come true. 


Exquisite crqftsmemship in 
international Stands^ 
22/22 Karat gold and 
diamondjewellery. 
Dealer in precious and 
astrological stones. 














Some of our hotels are priceless. 
Some are thoughtfully priced. 



The Ashok Group gives a new dimension to 
hospitality’^ with a multiple choice of hotels 
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Ashok. 

ELITE 

-HOTCLb.. 

□ Ashok Hotel. New Delhi 

□ Hotel Sainrat, New De’Jii 

□ Hotel Ashok, Banj-aiorc 

□ Hotel Atqjon Ashok. 
Calcuna 

□ Kovalain .Ashok Beach 
Resort 

□ I.alitha Miitia! 
f Intel. Mysore 


India's host to tlie world 
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_..Ashok- 

MOTELS. 

□ Hole! Kanishka New Delhi 

□ Outab Hotel. New Delhi 
O Hotel .lanpath. New Delhi 

□ i Intel Aj-'ra Ashok 

□ Bharatpur Forest Lodge 

□ Hotel Kalinga Ashok, 
Bhuhanc.swar 

O Hotel Bodhgaya Ashok 

□ Hotel laipur Ashok 
n Hotel lainrnu Ashok 

Cl Hotel ''.liaiuraho Ashok 

□ I Fuel Madurai Ashok 

□ I eniplc Bay Asliot Beach 
Res(<rt Mumallapiirarn 

□ Hotel M'liiaii Ashok 

□ Hotel I’al.ilipulra Ashok. 
I’aiiia 

Q 1 axitii Vilas Palace Hotel, 

1 idaipur 

□ Hotel Varanasi Ashok 
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Ashok , 



. 11 0 T E I, b 

O Motel Raiijit. New Delhi 
n 1 odlii Hotel, New Delhi 

□ Ashok Yatii Niwas. 

New Delhi 

□ Hotel Aiuiingabad Ashok 
O Hotel l.ake View Ashok, 

Bhopal 

□ Motel Ram hi A.shok 

□ Hotel Brahtnapiitra 
.Ashok. ("liiwahati 

□ Mote! Hassaii Ashok 

D Hotel Don\ i Polo Ashok. 
Itanag.ir 

□ Hotel Pc'mlidierry .Ashok 

□ Hotel Nilachal Ashok, 

Pun 


India Tourism 
Development Corporation 
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Web Site, http '.Vanw inOiatntrsm com 
http/Awiw imtoThotels com 
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Anthony and 


CLEOPATRA 


leopatra is perhaps the most fasa- 
nating queen of all tunes She had 
all the ingredients of success—^beau¬ 
ty, a sharp mind, a keen inttTlecl and 
erudition, a great capacity to capti¬ 
vate, and even a greater talent for 
intngue and manipulation, which 


she used for attaining her ambition. 
But in the end, like Mary, Queen of 
Scots, her very ambition to rule a 
great realm was her downfall It is 
always a surprise to find that those 
who live so closely attuned to power 
do not always perceive its destruc- 
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Romans Sensing Clepatra's superior 
powers and ambitions, her brother 
Ptolemy XII banished her from 
Alexandria. Hearing of this ]ulius 
Caesar sent for her and she came 
ingenuously swaddled m quilts. He 
was impressed by her courage and 
intelligence and commanded 
Ptolemy to take her back on the 
throne. 

In the insurrection that followed 
Caesar fought back from the royal 
palace; part of the fighting led to the 
destruction of the famous library of 
Alexandria. In this time of trouble, 
young Cleopatra remained a loyal 
ally When Caesar once more esfab- 
lisned order he arranged the exile 
(or assassination) of Ptolemy XII, 
and set Cleopatra on the thrones of 
the Pharoahs with a younger brother 
Ptolemy XIII. Cle^atra became the 
supreme ruler of Egypt. 

Even an astute ruler like Caesar 
lost his heart to the entrancing 
Queen. Despite growing unrest in 
Rome he stayed whind to dally with 
Cleopatra, feasting all night with ht'r 
on the royal barge. At the «‘nd of 
nine month.s, Cleopatra boT the 


Elizabeth Taylor In a still from Anthony and Cleopatra 


tive potential. 

It is tempting to speculate what 
might have been the fate of 
Qeupatra and the empire of Egypt if 
she had been the wife of Julius 
Caesar instead of his disciple Mark 
Anthony. 

Macedonia had produced the 
great emperor Alexander, who had 
established the city of Alexandria on 
Egypt's northern coast as he 
marked to India. A century later, a 
Macedonian named Ptolemy made 
Alexandria his capital and ruled the 
land of the pharoahs. The line he 
founded became the Ptolemic 
dynasty of Egypt. For a century the 
Macedonians ruled Egypt with 
vigour and competence out as in 
other cases, exposure to oriental lux¬ 
ury and vices undermined their 
energy and abilities. Their inertia 
and enervation invited the Romans 
whose republican domain expanded 
with an eye on markets, and 


Alexander's dream of a world- 
empire 

Julius Caesar, the greatest ruler 
of Rome, arrived in Alexandria in 46 
B.C., when th^oung Ptolemy XII 
and his sister Qeopatra were 
decreed as joint monarchs of Egypt 
In time, according to the custom of 
Pharoahs, she would marry her 
brother, and beget another Ptolemy 
of pure Macedonian blood. This 
pure blood also produced intempier- 
ance and ir'moderation, which 
could obliterate the cooler and 
steadier qualities of the mind. 

Julius Caesar saw a young and 
beautiful princess with an impres¬ 
sive education, a talent for speaking 
Greek, Egyptian, Syrian and a 
knowledge of classical literature and 
phdlosopny. She displayed better 
administrative and nnwdal acumen 
than her brother and yet could array 
herself in gorgeous garments and 
ornaments that dazaed the austere 






















great Roman a son who was called 
Caesarion. Like many women after 
her, Cleopatra's great dreams of 
aggrandisement began with a birth 
of a son. She conveyed her desire to 
Caesar—of uniting the 
Mediterranean world under the 
throne of the pharoahs. 

Julius Caesar was no Mark 
Anthony. He reali.sed how his long 
absence from Rome had stirred 
Pomwy, Caelius and Milo to revolt 
and the Roman garrisons in the 
Levant, and Asia Minor to mutiny. In 
a senes of bold moves, he quelled 
the insurrections and mutinies to 
restore order and turn his attention 
to administration and legislation 

In his tnumphal return to Rome, 
Caesar brought Cleopatra and 
Caesarion with him when Romans 
scrutinised both her beauty and alien 
status Cleopatra was installed in the 
mansion of bona Pamphilia—^not far 
from the present Borgnese gardens. 
Here, in enforced idleness, Cleopatra 
wrote treati.ses on cosmetics ana 
recipes for beauty. When a Roman 
matron asked her how she managed 
to ket'p her skin fair and unblem¬ 


ished, she advised the lady to bathe 
in ass' milk which she claimed to do 
herself . "There are plenty of asses in 
Rome," she twittered. Cleopatra's 
diaphanous dresses and exotic hair 
styles were soon avidly copied by 
other women. For shopkeepers and 
merchants she gave discourses on 
weights and measures. 

However, these wore mere diver¬ 
sions; as Caesar's mistress and 
Egypt's queen, she never stopped 
intriguing. Indeed. Cleopatra both 
fascinated and frightened Romans 
with her ambition and the desire to 
take Julius Caesar to Alexandria 
which would become the capital of 
the Roman empire. 

Caesar, however, had no inten¬ 
tion to comply with Cleopatra's 
designs. He lived in outward harmo¬ 
ny with his wife Calpumia and 
strove to restore Rome to its full 
glory, laying the foundation of the 
mat Augustan age of Julius 
Caesar's grand nephew Octavian. 

Reformers are not popular with 
those who have enjoyed privileges 
that are abol»hed and wealth vmich 
IS redistributed. Though popular 


with the people, Julius Caesar's 
reforms and administrative mea¬ 
sures infuriated the Patricians who 
sou^t to restrain him. Since no 
other means was jxissible to do this, 
a group of conspirators deaded to 
remove Caesar Dv assassination. 

Shakespeare has immortalised 
the plot of Brutus, Cassius and Casca 
which arranged the murder of one of 
the greatest rulers of the world who 
was both statesman and administra¬ 
tor, scholar and soldier, hedonist and 
humanist. 

In the chaos that followed, 
Caesar's two heirs—Caius Octavian 
and Marcus Anthonius who 
destroyed the conspirators and 
divided Caesar's realm between 
them. Octavian inherited Caesar's 
statesmanship while Anthony pos¬ 
sessed Caesar's gifts of a comman¬ 
der. Underneath their temporary 
truce lay a deep conflict as to who 
would inherit Caesar's mantle. 
Lepidus, a general, and the third tri¬ 
umvir, was given Africa, Octavian 
took the Western empire while 
Anthony took Egypt, Greece and the 
Levant. 











Egypt brought Anthony into con¬ 
tact with Cleopatra Flushed with 
success and territories, Anthony 
arrived in Alexandria and sent tor 
Cleopatra She kept him waiting tor 
i while and then came sailing up the 
Mile on a gilded barge fluttering 
Adth silken sails anefattended by 
land maidens dressed as nymphs 

The Roman general was 
'nthralled and captivated, literally 
ty the Graeco—Egyptian queen. He 
oreot he had an empire to govern 
nd dallied with Cleopatra at 
ilexandna With a folly, rulers can 
carcely afford, Mark Anthony 
lixed politics with romana* While 
.nthony gave his heart to Cleopatra, 
w used his love to acquire 
hoenida. Syria, Cyprus, Cilicia, 
idaea and part of Arabia, ffer ulti- 
late design was to bring Rome to 
lexandria and to control Anthony 
; a consort. 

In Rome, Anthony's wife, Fulvia, 
as trying to undermine the power 
id authority of Octavian and raised 
cevolt against him which 
:tavian's general Agrippa quelled, 
livia died of exhaustion and 
attache over Anthony's faithless- 
ss. Taking advantage of this, 
ithony came to Rome and married 


eXtavian's sister, Octavia, whose 
modesty and kindness was a total 
contrast to Cleopatra's rulhles.sness 
and ambition With this marriage, 
Anthony hoped to disarm his rival 
Octavian 

But Cleopatra had truly 
enthralled Anthony After a brief 
spell of harmonious domesticity 
with Octavia, Anthony left her in 
Rome and returned to Cleopatra and 
Alexandria where they began to 
raise armies for further conquests I le 
took the step which brought his 
latent hostility to Octavian in the 
open; Anthony divorced Octavia and 
made Cleopatra his new wife, estab¬ 
lishing her and Caesarion as co¬ 
rulers of Egypt, and his children by 
Cleopatra as his heirs. Octavian and 
Rome suspected that Cleopatra 
would u.se Anthony to rule Rome. 
Octavian declared war on Cleopatra 
but in effect on , vnthr'ny. 

The tivo navies met at Actium 
near Naples Bay where (RtavMii 
deteatea the aimbined forces ot 
Anthony and Cleopatra who retreat¬ 
ed with her fleet tow rds 
Alexandria Anthony knew that all 
was losi 

He sent offers of truce to 
Octavian but the victorious triumvirs 


did not need such offers Octavian 
marched towards Egypt. Cleopatra 
sent Octavian offers of peace and a 
golden crown as a token of submis¬ 
sion. Octavian replied that he w'ould 
leave her and Egypt untouched if 
she would surrender Anthony to 
him or have him as-sassinated. 

While Cleopatra coasidered this 
offer, Anthony wrote to Octavian 
and offered to surrender lus own life 
if Octavian spared Cleopatra. Even 
now, the gallant Anthony refused to 
betray the woman who would not 
have Hesitated to betray him. Certain 
of victory, Octavian marched 
towards Alexandna Anthony gath¬ 
ered a small force and gained a 
small victory. Overwhelnied and 
awed by the spectacle of Octavian's 
vast forces, Cleopatra’s soldiers sur¬ 
rendered. Hearing that his beloved 
queen had committed suinde, 
Anthony stabbed himself but hear¬ 
ing It was a false report he implored 
his last adherants to take him to the 
palace tower wher Cleopatra had 
enclosed herself with her hand 
maidens—Charmion and Iris, and 
her vast treasures The wounded 
Anthony wasnulled up to the lower 
on a basket. There, in tne arms of the 
woman who had bewitched him to 






















dustruriior. Anthony dii'd 

Oct.ivian al)ow<-d CliMpalra to 
bnry hor coiworl the bnllianf tri¬ 
umvir who could become an 
Augustus Caesar— had he not been 
enanvoured of and enslaved by 
Cleopatra who had used him only to 
further her own ambition to nde 
Rome 

Not even Mark Anthony's death 
daunted Cleopatra She was still 
queen ot ligvpt and wanted to pro¬ 
tect hei realm and her interests It 
w IS tins what had boon ot para¬ 
mount interest, which had lieen the 
motive tor her alliance with Caesar 
and then with Antlumy She had 
loved neither Itilius Caesar nor Mark 
Anthony. They had been her means 
t(> attain glory and power but she 
had not been content with the prize 
that Anthony had brought her 
Cleopatra had wanted more power 
Being queen of Egypt was not 
enough; she wanted to be Empress 
ot Rome as well And it was this 
dream which had brought about the 
destructiiin of Anthony 

Now, aged thirtv-nine. no longer 
the voluptuous biMuty who had daz¬ 
zled Caesar and enslaved Anthony, 
Cleopatra sought and wms granted 


an audience with Octavian 

Tt was Cleopatra's hope that she 
would be able to win concessions 
from this Roman general as she had 
with his grand-uncle lulius Caesar 
and later with Anthony. Indexed, she 
felt that with Caesar's son Caesanon 
as a pawn, Octavian would find it 
difficult to harm the Egyptian queen 
whoso son Caesarion was after all a 
cousin and kinsman of 
Octavian.Cleopatra nursed the plan 
of wresting the mantle of Julius 
Caesar through Caesarion 

So came Cleopatra, dressed in 
finest silks and jewels with traces 
■Still of her great beauty Dignified 
and charming, she refused, however, 
to do obeisance before the pale, cold, 
unimpressive man of thirty-three. 
Octavian saw in her, as he had seen 
from the beginning, a threat to his 
dominion, and not the entrancing 
siren to whom Julius Caesar had 
given his heart and Mark Anthony 
ms head 

Coldly, he informed her ot the 
terms of peace, the conditions tor 
leaving her unmolested Cleopatra 
heard with astonishment the humili¬ 
ation that he oflered, as well as a 
position of subjugation Shorn of 
fxiwer, Jimit)', wealth and freedom, 
she would live in the shadows, an 
apology to her past Cleopatra gave 
no indication of hei intentions as she 
left the audience chamber of her 
own palace. Promising to consider 
the terms of truce, Cleopatra went to 
her own chambers where Octavian 
held her as a virtual prisoner and 
pondered. 

She realist'd that CVtavian was 
cast in a different mould from either 
the gn’al Caesar or the dashing 
Anthony 11*' was all mind, all pur¬ 
pose and strategy, )ust as she had 
been in her youth Two such cold¬ 
blooded jvople could not co-oxisl, 
.she acknowledged, in one kingdom 
And since she was the vanquished 
one, Octavian would ensure that 
never again would she poi e a threat 
to her dominion or liis ambitions 
There had been rumours tlial he 
would take he*' to Romo in his tri¬ 
umphal march, displayed not as ll.e 
Oueen of Egypt as Caesar had done, 
but as a captive to be scorned. 

Dressing in royal robes as i 
reminder to all of her exalted status, 
Qoopatra decided on suicide Since 

weapons had been removed for 
such eventuality, she had arranged 
to have soiall serpants of asps 
brought in with a basket ot tigs 
Placing one on her breasts, she wait¬ 
ed tor death with the calm maiestv 
that she had possessed all hei life 


Octavian found her deadon the 
gilded throne. He may have paused 
to mu.se on the fatality of beauty anci 
the tragedy of ambition But the 
sight of her death did nothing to 
soften his heart or halt his purpose. 

The future Augustus Caesar whe 
rt'sided over the greatest age of 
ome began his reign by a .series of 
murders First he .sent orders to 
Rome to arrange tJie death of the 
eldest son of Mark Anthony by his 
first wife Fulvia since this youth of 
twenty-two could challenge the 
hegemony of (Vtavian and ask for 
his father's inheritance Then, the 
future emperor sent his emissaries t< 
search tor oighteen-year-old 
Caesanon, who was a fugitive in the 
Nubian desert Then^ the emissaries 
found the youth and brought him 
back to Octavian who saw for the 
first time his own cousin, the son of 
Julius Caesar, by Cleopatrn, who 
could claim the Roman empire for ' 
himself as well as Egyptian king¬ 
dom The boy was executed at once, 
leaving (Ictavian as the master of 
Rome 

Cleopatra's dreams had ended ii 
tragedy for herself, her beloved son, 
and Mark Anthony Unlike many 
queens who allowed thencselves the 
luxury III love only to be destroyed 
by it, Cleopatra's head always dicta' 
ed her «i. lions Nevertheless, she hai 
charmed two powerful men and 
beni them to her wnll and purpo.se. 
lulius Caesar had installed her on 
the throne of the Pharoahs while 
Mark Anthony had attempted to 
bring the Roman empire under the 
crow'll ot Egypt F.ven when Anthor 
hail been defeated she had tried to 
buy peace with tfclavian. 

Perhaps :n the end, it w'as 
Cleopatia's tiagic fate which con¬ 
cluded the story Poihaps the endin; 
might have been different if a differ 
cut man had been her adversary. 
Neither lulius Caesar nor Mark 
Anthony would have treated her 
W'lth the cruelty that Octavian did, 
riie\ were men ot pas.sion and 
romance Octavian was devoid of 
passion when* statecraft was con¬ 
cerned I le wanted the empire for 
himst'lt and tolerated nothing to 
lomi' in the w'ay of his purpo.se 

From Alexandria, Octavian wer 
to A.sia ti> quell rebellions and then 
rehimed to Italy to imjHise law, dis. 
tipiine and ordvr atlei tw'o decades 
of turmoil and civil war The peopK 
disliked the loss ot tieediim but we 
coined ord'-i and dul not protest 
when Ortdvi.in beianii- a virtual di. 
latoi as Augustus Caesar and wen", 
on to become along W'lth Julius 
Caesar the gnsitest ruler ot Rome. 
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VULTURE 


BODIES OF EVIDENCE 

Geeta Sharma examines the state of our cultural institutions; and 

finds them sadly lacking 


A cxjuplt! ot years ago, 

Bhaskar Ghosh, the then 
secretary of the department 
of culture, had remarked at 
a seminar in Delhi "I and my 
colleagues in the government are 
indeed of the view that the 
department of culture should be 
allowed to wither away. We agree »hat 
the artistic community should be 
given the responsibility of running 
cultural institutions directly." 

Today, given the prevalent 
situation in most cultural bodies in the 
national capital alone, his 
statement — a rare one coming from a 
government official — sounds very 


secretary downwards, are holding 
charge of one or the other premier 
cultural institution that has been lying 
headless for years now. 

The present culture secretary, B.P 
Singh, is officiating as the director 
general of the Archaeological Survey 
of India (ASl) while the joint secretary, 
Ashuk Vajpeyi, is over-seeing the 
affairs of the beleaguered Lalit Kala 
Akademi, which is without a 
chairman and a duly selected 
secretary. Anjali Sen, deputy director 
in the mini.stry is officiating as the 
director of the National Gallery of 
Modem Art 

The National Museum, the 
repository of the nation's pnceless 
artifacts, is the only exception as the 
director general's post, lying vacant 


for over two years, was filled a couple 
of months ago with the appointment 
of Dr S.S Biswas, the previous head of 
the Indian Museum, at its helm But 
there is a catch here too, for his 
appointment has been challenged in 
court by a host of cultural luminarie.s 
in the capital, on technical grounds 

The situation is a sad pointer to the 
government's ad hoc approach to 
culture As eminent artist Krishen 
Khanna laments, "Culture in the 
government's list of priorities is 
relegated to a lowly placi* It's only 
worth it for them in its entertaiimienf 
value, its adage like quality to be tilted 
in as a filler in political entert<'minoiif 
sessioris " 

More relevantly, it leads one to 
question whether our archaeoKigi.st-i 


ironic indeed. After all, these days the 
bureaucrats in the department of 
culture (DoC) in Delhi, from the 

Indian Museum: Housing some of the country's most precious artifacts 







museologists and artists are not 
competent to run the bodies and 
institutions where they have been 
working and training for years and 
are acknowledged international 
experts. Also it makes people wonder 
how does a government dcdde that, 
in the absence of administratively 
competent people around, tiie official 
pen pushers are better placed to 
understand not only the 
administrative but also the technical 
and creative side of the profession. 

The present mess can at least partly 
be explained by the strange and 
incomprehensible recruitment and 
promotion rules which have led to a 
-aich 22 situation in these institutions. 
^rcording to the rules, which are 
iverseon and enforcecl by the Union 
'iiblic Service Commission, anyone 
ippomted to the top post has to serve 
or a ix’rtam number of years m the 
<o.st |ust below it — as an additional 
K; or Deputy 

)Ci- to become eligible for the top 

.ist 

but thar ks again to the faulty 
■romotional procedures, not many 
JVC been .ible to make it, leaving a big 
ap between the top and the middle 
jng hii'rarchies As a consequence, 
rt'rv professionals competent enough 


to head the bodies cannot do so on 
technical groum^. After some bad 
publicity in recent times, the ministry 
set in motion a recruitment reform 
proce.ss with a view to get around tlie 
rules strictly upheld by the UPSC 

J. 


which oversivs the recruitments. Hut 
when that will actually come through 
is anybody's guess. 

C ulture secretary B P. Sin^, who 
took over lust year, says he is 


Swaminathan: Artist and a good administrator 


J. Swaminathan 


narat Bhavan: The Museum of Man was successfully run by an artist. 





foxed why none of his predecessors 
suggested the setting up of a separate 
cadre for various cultural institutions 
to prevent such a situation from 
arising again. Singh has himself 
mooted me idea to the Pay 
Commission and the Planning 
Commission, both of which, 
according to him, have reacted 
favourably to it. 

To be fair, though, not many in the 
artists' commuruty have opted to raise 
a voice against the vacuum. Some, in 
fai^ even supported the idea of 
civil si^ants running such 
institutions if need be. Anjolie Ela 
Menon, for instance, who says: "I 
don't think there should be any 
principle that bureaucrats can't run an 
art ircstitution and that only artists or 
museologists should. In fact I don't 
think that it is an artist's job to run an 
institution in the first place becau.se it 
mvolves mainly administrative work. 
That is not to say that there cannot be 
exceptions like 

J. Swaminathan who .successfully ran 
the Mu.scum of Man at the Bharat 
Bhavan " 

Ram Kumar, another eminent artist, 
voices similar views when he says that 
a creative person is so enmeshed in his 
creativity and attuned to his own 
ideological viewpoint, that he may not 
be the right person to run the 
day-to-day affairs of an organisation " 
The likes of Krishen Khaima and J. 
Swaminathan may have that 
capability too, but not the Tyeb 
Mehtas, Akbar Padamsees, and Ram 
Kumars," he adds 

But not everyone feels this way. 

"For the bureaucrats, the experience 
of heading such presbgious 
institutions with all the 
accompanying glamour and media 
attention, is like having tasted blcxid 
and they are then unwilling to give 
way to those who deserve to be at the 
helm here," says a E>elhi based artist 
requesting anonymity. 

"For all practical purposes, these 
institutions are being run the way a 
bureaucrat would run them—like 
government offices," adds Pupul 
Jayakar, the high profile cultural 
luminary and former head of the 
Festivals of India Committee. And 
there are many who would .igree with 
her. 

The controversy, earlier this year, 
over M.F. Husain taking objection to 
the appointment of poet-bureaucrat 
Ashok Vajpe 3 n as the chairman of the 
Bharat Bhavan trust, is only one such 
manifestation of this feeling. Husain 
at a press conference during his visit to 
20 



National Qallary of Modern Art: Has seen some good initiatives being taken 



Pupul Jayakar Against bureaucratic 
control 

Bhopal for the birthday celebrations of 
Bharat Bhavan, had reportedly 
threatened to resign, lie said 
bureaucrats should not be selected for 
such posts as they have little 
knowledge and understanding of art 
and culture. 

Vajpeyi, of course, lost no time in 
setting tne record straight. He pointed 
out that he had not been made part of 
Bharat Bhavan (which he, among 
other personalities, had helped set up 
in the first place) in his official capacity 
but was nomiruited to the body in his 
capacity as a writer poet. 

S uch protests apart, there is little 
denying the fact that even though 


there is no 'creative audit' or 
assessment of the programmes and 
objectives of these cultural bodies 
from a creative point of view, all is nol 
well with them. 

And one needn't look far for this, 
The Archaeological Survey of India is 
the most obvious — and 
worrisome— example. It has been 
under bureaucratic rule since 1992. 
According to the rules, any 
professional has to first work as an 
additional DC for at least two years 
before being appointed as the head ot 
the organisation As no senior 
archaeologist has bc?en able to fulfill 
this technical requirement, thanks 
again to the stiff promotional policies 
an IAS officer, Ms Achala Maulik, had 
been at the helm (though as additiona 
DG) 

This has, apparently, led to 
enormous resentment among the 
archaeologists at the ASl. "Only a 
professional man can imderstand the 
needs and expectations of the ASl. 
'This is not a finance or commerce 
ministry that anybody can be put in 
charge," says a former ASl DG, 
requesting anonymity. 

Ihe resentment against a 
bureaucrat heading it, has already 
cost the ASl dear, since all excavation 
work has virtually come to a 
standstill. 'The culture secretary, who 
is officiating as DG, has now brought 
some sembEmce of order to the 
Survey, which had come to be referrtd 
to as a torso without head and feet 

The only exception to the current 
scenario is perhaps the NGMA, whi®| 
has been headed, by deputy director 



Anjali Sen after the last incumbent { 

Anis Farooqui's sudden death in 1994. ‘ 
Her presence at the helm of the 
countiy's premier art gallery, has seen 
many far reaching initiatives being 
put into effect. The employees who 
were virtually up in arms during 
Farooqui's tenure, describe Sen's 
presence and approach as a 'healing 
touch' after tiie 'dictatorial regime' of 
Farooqui. 

But more than that Sen has initiated 
work in the second wing of the gallery, 
a plan that had been almost given up 
by her predecessors. She has also 
remained open to the advisory 
committee of eminent artists, critics 
and historians in deciding on the 
exhibitions and purchases by the 
NGM A, which is now being hailed for 
Its innovative approach 

The exceptions notwithstanding, 
however, it is f 2 ur to say that the 
situation prevalent in most cultural 



Lain Kala Akadwni: The artists' 'democracy' which has been reduced to a 
mobocracy 



Bhaskar Qhosh: For artistic freedom 

bodies is far from satisfactory. And 
everybody is agreed that some 
solutions are needed—and fast. 

T hat, of course, does not necessarily 
mean simply giving over all 
powers to the artists or museologists. 
The state of the Lalit Kala Akademi, is 
a case in point. The Akademi, which is 
functioning under the so-<alled 
'democracy' of the artists has, 
according to its critics, turned into a 
mobocracy controlled by a small 
group of small-time arti.sts This has, 
say the Akademi's detractors, 
alienated those who matter in the art 
world. 


Incidentally, the LK A is the only 
Akademi, which has refused to accept 
and implement the Haksar 
Committee report set up to suggest 
reforms in the running of the LKA, the 
Sahitya and the Sangeet Natak 
Akademis. The Haksar Committee 
had recommendcHi a mulh-pronged 
strategy—allocanon of more 
resources, delegation of more powers, 
granting of greater autonomy and 
belter coordination with state 
academies and more accountability, 
uS an effective formula to put these 
bodies on their feet. 

Since not many artists have 
administrative skills and not all 


bureaucrats have the creative vision 
tor a head of any cultural instituhon, 
Vajpeyi says that what we need is a 
plurality of people with different 
skills to manage an institution. 
"Cultural management will have to 
become a specialised area in which a 
number of professionals, or 'artocrats' 
as the US already has, would have to 
be involved," he says 

The institutes of management 
should also offer courses in cultural 
management and corporate houses 
could also be involved in the venture 
to provide the infrastructure through 
their financial support, he suggests. 
Krishen Khanna also stresses the need 
for such a cadre of cultural managers. 
Khanna also feels that art schools like 
those in Baroda, Delhi, Hyderabad 
and Madras, could incorporate the 
administration of culture in their 
curricula. "Not all those who join 
diese art schools become professional, 
successful artists. So why can't they be 
trained instead to become managers 
of art? " he asks. 

Secure in the confidence that the 
creative community is of little political 
significance and incapable of 
becoming too much of a 
troublemaker, the government has to 
date taken a casual, laidback approach 
to the problems that have beset its 
management and care. But, wam-s 
Pupul Jayakar. if it continues to 
overlook this vital aspect of our lives, 
the nation as a whole—not just the 
artistic community — will suffer a 
tremendous lo.ss And this may well 
prove to be quite irreparable in the 
future. ■ 
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PORTRAIT OF AN ARTIST 

Her hnisJi !vith fame has left Arijolie filet Merton remarkably 
unaffected. saysGecta Sharma 


S lv I. .in art hi'siurMn's 

rnj>v I lor «,tylo divi lochjiK’iio 
MVi'rl.ip .iwr foritwrK-s, which 
kr- it 'iiifK'Dli ti> fit her imo 
a;i\ A till' tKM*. liltK' ''-Uit^ iit iimd 
orltl- !, ITlljllfS'.KIIllst 

pr- ’.ii.inis* schon!ot (i.iintir,’ 

Kj tut In tin- Ijbt thiP.jr An|ljll‘.* F.l-l 
STi'iion. one of h'di,;'. nioNf ,tco*rn- 
j'iisiio.t p.'inlois, is \v.irno>l filwiiiil 
I iiin not ipierc'-toJ in tdi-, oiid 
■Stv!-"' i'lNiMUsO pdlllllM^ 1.1 .1 vr'y pt'I- 
'.oo.il .Hid .Ni'Ifish fxcri im- .stu: aH 
I'iti'T thsjo;.- .ifonnd it hocorin' 
poi jpliiT-'il to iht' in 1(01 dct ot 1 ivdl- 
isij,: .1 'vork i.f .lit, ■ “..‘K- drcldn'i hi 
tdit. M’l'on I-. vjii!!i nwinciiod to 
bom-; c.ilifd .i mavon.-k, who rinvl.s 
tM.-)l-v <pi 4 .S..IOM tn dO idioii' out o? 
ronti'M >vith f)it* tnoo'- i:i wlu< h Nhi.. 

llV**' 

P.' Aiiiolio, wiio IS to.idy poisoti 
•HI the f'tp-iiuist O' hoio. yf thr 
Ill'll in ir* world an.I wnos'’ p.iint 
ine.N ii.ive j.'oiio ft'r tiiiii.'. tlieir 
res-.'i vi‘j-'nce it the C'lirisiie'?. and 
tjoth.'bv s a'iction.s when- Jn-r work.s 
c.j'.iu. under the h.inimer rc-eently. 
paiiiliii^ divs not niedii m-dtins 
vvitiks ut art in the hope that they 
would tind .1 market soniowhem 
'■In.sptMlion suddenly conies to you 
and voii are blown over and Inti 
with llie utj»c to try it nut till it is out 
of youi sy.stnni," sne says, evpiaininj' 
the cr*-ative process. 

ftittiiiA in her plush, sprawling 
South Delhi apartment, adorned 
with her works - - portraits, nudes, 
interiors and land.scapes — and the 
choicest bric-a-hrac. sW affectionate¬ 
ly cuddles her eij^t-month-old 
granddaughter Madhavi. as she talks 
about iter latest exhibition, cuiTently 
on at the Wallace Galleries, New 
York. 

Titled 'Mutations' the exhibition 
is a mix of comfmter images, pho¬ 
tographs and paints and typitit-s 
Menon's penchant for daboling fear¬ 
lessly in new techniques and materi¬ 
als, tne onslaught of criticism 
notwithstanding. 

The exhibition is a body of 27 
large works in which computer 
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Anjoiie Ela Menon 


I ,the Soviet Union, where her hus- 
% band was posted, came the strong 
^ influences ot the Renaissance and 
$ Byzantine art. Ihc tradition of tV\e 
cathedral icon painting, where thin 
layers of translucent paint are 
applied and then heavily varnished, 
influenced her greatly. 

In contrast to her earlier nudes 
and portraits, the Romanesque influ¬ 
ences of the ^vict phase produced 
many works vsrith a central Christ- 
like male figure, set off in counter¬ 
point to the 'Madonna and Child' 
series. Ihcse, in turn, came at the 
intersection ut motheihood in 
Ar^olie's life. 

The nudes made a re-entry Inter 
as weU — paintings of empty-«*yed 
women in idyllic settings with coats, 
monkeys, lizmds and crows. ' i 
found the crow remilarly visiting me 
in Bombay when I painted. It is a 
very human creature with a lot of 


}ten<onulity and it seems lo have 
moved m and established its pres¬ 
ence in iny work," says she. 

Ihis phase was followed by the 
chairs — of all shapes and siZAV. 

They v.-i're a move away from the 
ficun-. A.S noH'd art historian Isana 
Murti soys, " The solitary chairs and 
empty landscapes ricochet from for¬ 
gotten sepia photographs, leaving a 
great de.ri unspoken and unarticulat- 
cd even in the furthest reaches of the 
mind." 

Putjn Anjolie's own words,' the 
window was an idiom, looking in on 
secret interiors or looking out onto 
mysterious landscapes." 

A njolic's marriage with her child- 
irxhood love, Ravi Raja, in 1%2, 
took her through thick and thin, 
through cushy and tou^ postings 
around the world with wr naval 
officer husband. Stints in sudi varied 


images have been broken and assem¬ 
bled to form a new imagery with 
photographs, colla^ painted over 
and over again wim acrylics, oils 
and inks resulting in an intriguing 
surreal matrix. 

The inspiration came to Aniolie 
while she sat one day in front of a 
scanner, in her son's computer soft¬ 
ware company in Baiwalore, select¬ 
ing photographs for ttw first-ever 
booK on her life and work, Anjoiie 
Ela Menon: Paintings in Private 
Collections brought out by Dayal 
Publishers. 

T he artist whose works occupy 
pride of place among the major 
collections and in museums such as 
the National Gallery of Modem Art 
and in several elite private collec¬ 
tions in India, Europe and the US^ 
has come a long way since dabbling 
in oils in school. 

Bom in undivided Ben^I, 

Menon had her early schoming at 
the Lawrence School in Ooty where 
she also met her husband. After 
school, she joined the J) School of Art 
in Bombay, where she found she was 
much ahead of the class and 
dropped out to study English litera¬ 
ture, out painted all alcn^. 

She had her first exLumtion 
before her flnal year in coU^e. It 
was a collection of 50 paintings. 1'he 
grand old man of Indian art, M.F 
Husain, took half the show and pre¬ 
sented it in Bombay. Since then. 
Menon has not looked back. 

Hie exhibition was followed by a 
scholarship to the Ecole Beaux Art in 
Paris for a course in frescoes. On its 
completion, Anjoiie hitchhiked her 
way back flirough southern Europe 
with a friend. From there and later in 






places as T.ucknow, England, Rtissia, 
West Germany, besides trip>s to 
America, Iran, Europe, all combined 
to shape her canvases with minarets, 
domes, icons, desiccated bodies and 
p<Lstoral nudes Alongside came her 
initiatum into mothermxxi and the 
(oys ot bnnging up her two sons. 

Influences and pha.ses in her art 
apart, a major break in her career 
came when the Menons moved to 
Bombay in 1974 and Anjuiic was 
oftered a solo show by a big gallery 
In a small corner of her flat she 
made a m<?%»ihift studio and set out 
to create a laig# enough body of 


work to do justice to the opportuni¬ 
ty- 

In retrospect," she says, "it 
became a turning point in my career 
as it drew very favourable reviews 
and was sold out ]u.st being solvent 
gave me a great deal of courage and 
confidence. The children were in 
school and the days of painting with 
a ladle in one hand ana a brush in 
the other were coming to an end as I 
could even afford a cook!" 

Then followed a spate of exhibi¬ 
tions and several commissions to 
paint murals while Anjolic longed to 
do frescoes. But no patron was will- 


Neha with a Cat at an exhibition in Vadhera art gallery 
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[couple 


predicament of the Indian woman. 
'Sometimes, I think I am only a 
crypiiO-Indian (her grandmother 
being an American), and having had 
the best opportunities — freedom 
and success — 1 cannot pretend to 
identify with the typical Indian 
woman, especially one who is seen 
as oppress^ and exploited." 

m the book, An/oiic Ela Menon: 
Painting in Private Collections, she 
says "My world is far more immedi¬ 
ate — many of the women 1 paint 
are my sisters and aunts, dose 
friends, people who have worked 
with Wv nrought us up. And, of 
course; there are women whom I 
respect and have great sympathy 
tor. 

But above all being a traditionid 
molhe:^ and a conservative wife, 
Ai^ie is a woman who has bal¬ 
anced all her roles with excellence. 
"They all run parallei to each other" 
she states simply. At the same time, 
she voices her disregard for women 
artists who constantly complain of 
having to struggle on bodi ends. "1 
leel sorry for women who ha\’e to 
work to a nine to five regimen." 


But educated women who can 
work at home have no business to 
complain specially when there is 
domestic help available here, she 
feels. "I really get angry with 
promising, taik-nted women who tell 
n\e,'CAi! You arc still painting! 1 had 
to give it up because of my two 
kids."'Aniolie, wlio has b«n 
through the pind when she had to 
strap her kiu to her back and paint 
and go around cooking and dusting, 
in the house, all by herself, hx'ls 24 
hours in a day is long enough to find 


time to pursue one's inteiests. 

Almost as if to vindicate her 
point her media-^y husband, wrdks 
m to comment that *'An|cdie has 
never had any fancy fec^st con¬ 
flicts about working at home and 
painting." Ai^lie’s architect daugh- 
ter*in-law Vandana chimes in,"we ts 
the most easy-to-get-along-with 
motlwr-in-law. She decides the day's 
menu, cooks excellent Chinese and 
continental meals, and is glued in to 
everything going cm at home, 
de^ite her Msy painting sched¬ 
ules." 

As with the stereotypical picture 
of bvlian womanhocxl Ai^lte also 
docs not identiiy herself with artists 
who make a virtue of the physical 
hardship they may have gone 
thnmgh."Pe^ps it is true that suf¬ 
fering is erften the well-spring of cre- 
ativi^. 1 too have been mrough >ny 
bit of it but do not want to make a 
virtue cif it as do many of our cryp¬ 
to-communist peers," she says. 

She recalls the times when she 
did not have money to buy a canvas 
so die paiided on wratever she 
could lay her hands on — on paper; 
on the back of shoe boxes, ana on 
the inside of a cupboard! 

Ihea there was her 1963 Bombay 
eidubition. die only one in water 
colours, organised on the most mea¬ 
gre resources. Ihc works, were 
mounted on die back of shoe cartons 
and the frames were made by her 
husband with bamboo and nails on a 
budget of Rs 17i 

B uoyed by today's vibrant ait 
scene, Menon feels what is hap¬ 
pening in the world of Indian art is 
not something in isolation. It is die 
natural outcome of creative freedom 


diat has seen the extraordinary' work 
of Indian writers, scientists and 


MalatMT 



scholars to catdi die attention of the 
work!. 

She says there are several 
painters in India today whose works 
are hi^y onginal and bear no 
resemblance to any school of art any¬ 
where, However; except a few, who 
actually live abroad, ruit many have 
made an impact outside India. This 
according to her; is because of the 
workings of the global market, 
"which has become totally dominat¬ 
ed by die dealer-critic nexus, almost 
impregnable for any outsider, which 
also means diose residing in the 
Third Wbrid." 



Sbabnam 


According to Anjolie, among the 
most outstariding artists of today arc 
Arpita Sini^ "who doesn't think of 
herself as Belonging to die Baioda 
group but is the most brilliant artist 
of that gerue., K.G Subratnaniam, 
who has achieved a brilliant synthe¬ 
sis of folk art with a genuinely mod¬ 
em idiom; Jogen (howdhury, who 
has the most satirical and provex'a- 
tivc paintings; Sanlosh, arm Kara, 
who nave formalised die most com¬ 
plex ideas and precepts from the 
tantra art; the late j. Swaminathan 
for his contribution to tribal art and 
Manjit bawa for his original indige¬ 
nous work." As for the adulation 
^t has come her way, Anfolic is 
stubbornly mcxlest "What ever has 
happened has happened in spite of 
me, not becau.se of me I have nt'vci 
sou(^t the press nor have I gone 
after critics and galicnes. And 
believe me, 1 am not enjoying all this 
fuss a» all- All I hanker alter today is 
the joy of ordinariness." ■ 


29 




'IRST PERSON 


BAPPI LAHIRl took the Bomhmf film itutustry by storm when songs fivm films tike Zakhmee and 
Challe Clhalte became great hits in the early S^nties. TJtese were Jollowea by numerous chartbusters 
from Tuhfa, Discx) Dancer, Sharaabi and Aankhen. He naw_ plans to go international t^er hb 
Ilabiba number was ranked 23rd in the Billboard charts. Branded as the master of plagiarism by his 
detractors, the man is un fazed by such criticism and feels it requires 'akal' to mike 'nakai'. 



'lAThat is your idea of perfect 
TV happiness? 

Composing superhtt tunes. 
What is your greatest fear? 

living in a non- 
musicai 
atmosphere. 

Who or what has 
been the greatest 
influence in yonr 
life? 

My family. 


What do you dislike most in 
othen? 

Inonceiity. 

What do yon dislike most in 
yourself? 

Having to get up 
early in the 
morning. 

What is your 
most pr^ous 
possession? 
Music and my 


What iB your 
lughtmm? 

TheLatuf 

earthquake 


ability to sing. 

What objects do you always 


cacTj^ 

Inei 


> awareness of being a good 
Human being. 

What makes you most de p re ss ed ? 

When I remember my mother, 
late Bansari Lahiri. 

What do you dislike most on your 
appearance? 

Nothing. 

What is yonr favourite word? 

Music. 


What is yonr favourite journey? 

Going to Europe for holidays. 
What is your favourite dream? 

To an Oscar. 

What M yonr nightmare? 

The Latur earthquake. 


How would you 
like to be 
remembered? 


^ a lovely person 


What or who is iBe greatest love 
of your life? 

My wife Qiitrani Lahiri. 

What is 3rour source of 
snstoiance? 

My family. 

On what ttccasions do you lie? 

I try not to lie. 

What is your malest regret? 

That I could not save my 
mother. 

What has been your happiest 
moment? 

Receiviiw the China Gold 
Award for Disco Dancer. 

What brings tears to your eyeiff 
I hate tears. 

How do yon relaiC? 

By watching cricket matdies on 
television. 

What do you envy most in others? 
Notidng. 

How woaM you like to be 
renmnbeied? 

As a lovely person. 

How would you like to die? 

PeacehiUy. 
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fMiit KIkwIb: TIw first to mako Indians f asMonabie 


Unforgettable 

Rohit 

M It's Kood to see Roiiini 
Khosla nas lemeinbeted 
her talented hrothei; 

Kohit; in such a novel way 
('Rernembeiing Rditit', 
September 1). 

IWth lus Kood looks, 
the designer Kciliit Khosla 
could have gpven models 
a run for their money had 
he been alive. Rohit start¬ 
ed oil at a time when 
fashion was in its nascent 
stage in India. Only the 
very bold and privileged 
tried out some of foe Cuts 
and colours of fashkHt 
pundits, or rather foe 
nandful who dared to 
protect themselves as 
fashion designers'. 

Rohit's success story was 
one of strug(^ and sin- 
gle-nundeoaevotion. 

Today, every Ibm, 

Dick and Hairy flaunts 
his status as a fashion 
designer and some of 
foeir creations wouldn't 
wammt a second glance. 

Yet, thw are big 
names in the industry and 
Mote astronomical sums 
for their fashion state¬ 
ments. 

Rcfoit was indecN] a 
rare name ammtg his 
tribe; his creations were 
aesthetic and soisible. 


Though of course well 
b^ond foe reach of foe 
common man. 

Shame Mukkrrjee 
Calcutta 

W Rcfoini Khosla's fiter- 
ary adulations for her 
brofoer are laudable. But 
like designer dothes, her 
book is priced exorbitant¬ 
ly 

So, tlte book, like the 
outfits of some of the top 
designers of the countiy 


remains out of our readi. 
A.lt. Vamuleoam, 

Bokaro 

■I Diank you for featur¬ 
ing the great Rohit IdKisla 
on the cover. The pho- 
tograples were real works 
of art Hie artist in Rohit 
craved for harmony in 
thought and colour and 
this is in evidence in his 
fashion modelled by smne 
of foe best names in foe 
trade. 


Rohit's li£estoiy proves 
that art cannot oc taught 
It's finally talent that 
makes you a winner 
Sattrav Choak ChawiHamf, 
Calattta 

Beautiful 
Shilon Bagh 

M Shona Adhikari's 'The 
l^lls are Alive', (August 
18) was a marvelous 
piece and quenched foe 
thirst of many a reader 
bitten by foe travel bug. 
The hiad, first person 
style in which foe author 
has recounted her memo¬ 
rable trip to this wonder¬ 
ful nfountain resort, was 
engaging. 

Such pieces really 
brii^ ba« a surge of nos- 
tal^ when travelling was 
sum apleasantexperi¬ 
ence. Tnc environment 
was unpolluted, accom¬ 
modation cheap, foeiy - 
were no nagging fears of 
baneSm and i^foer political 
movements holding up 
tourists. 

In times like these 
travel pieces of this nature 
really revive our faith in 
foe gi-andeur of nature 
and that there are still 
spene virgmal pockets of 
beauty. 

Nirmalya Roif, 

Calmtia 
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THEYARR intelligent, successful, talentt'd, 
and some of them arc even gorgeously beauti¬ 
ful They have all made a mark for themselves 
in their chosen fields. The Tc/cynip/i lists some 
of foe women wc can'f help but love. 
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11 EXTRACT' 

16 TTMli TABLE 

30 FIRST PfiRSDN 


Lata Mangeshkar 





There is no dearth of lists com¬ 
prising the names of the best- 
dressed —and loorsi-dressed— 
ladies in the world. But, on the 
grounds that there is more to 
women than their clothes and 
accessories. The Telegraph 
Magazine decided to go one step 
Jurthcr. The result was this list of 
women who have been movers and 
shakers in their fields of endeav¬ 
our. And what's more, have done 
this zviih grace, charm, and with 
their feminity firmly in place. 

For comvnience, these ladies 
haiH’ been clubbed into easy com¬ 
partments like business, industry, 
fashion, and films. But what they 
have really excelled at is life itself. 
.And that's whiil UU’ cetehnitr them 
far. 

P O L I T I C S 
Sonia Gandhi 

Vc<;, vr*- ivf' kju*w ^lh^.’s iHit ri'isl 
(v lit pojiliiN. itiit then' .in' lew w t.'j rould 
di.*^njv S'.ni.i Cxindhi fins had nmn- 
mtMieiKV dll thk oivirsi u! Indian piihiii- 
litf than .inydiii h< re> »'n( veais K:niv 
fiandhi rnli'n'il p<)hlll^ nnly after sm* 
overcame her sIn»n^ rfsiftianre to the nlea 



r»l her husband becomio}; his mother's 
heir apnan'ril. Sonia was the ideal hostess 
during his years in power, and a pillar ot 
support when he was veiled out of olfico 
But Sonia showed her Inae mottle only 
after Rajiv's tragic assassination Dr'spite 
the pressure t*M‘rted on her bv a power¬ 
ful section of the party, she r«'/u.sed to 
take ovei as Congress President Instead, 
she devoteil hei energies to the Ka)iv 
Gandhi Foundation, and its programmes 
of social upliftment. And whatever politi¬ 
cal influence she letained witrun the 
Congn'ss jiarty, she umh.! to exp*‘dite 
enquiiies into her husband's death. If 
Soma wanted she could have emerged a.s 
£1 major player in Indian politics. It is to 
her credit that slu* resisted tliat lempta- 



tk>n. and chone to restrict her 'poUticar 
work to nurturinf; the traditional Gandhi 
constituency, Aniethi. 

Renuka Chowdhuiy 


Call her loud. Call her brash. Call 
her crass. And there are plenty of people 
who call her all of the above. But love her 



«)i hale her, there i.s no ignoring Renuka 
C,'howdhurv We, of course, love her. And 
witli good rea.son llii.s i^ one *voinan 
who nas strong views on most subject.s, 
and the courage to stand by them. So, if 
she IS appalled by N,T. Rama kao's dea- 
sion lo inflict his new wile, 1 akshmi 
Parvathi on tlie party, then .slit* won't just 
Sit on the Sidelines and sulk. Nor will she 
pa.ste an artiiicial smile on her face and 
pay olieisanre lo the rising star That's 
not Ch"wdhury's style She'd nuuh 
rather make her displea.sure public, even 
if that moans incurring the di.spleasuio of 
the Great White God (NTR) hirti-self And 
if he chooses to expel her from the party, 
well then, she'll just do it alone jnd take 
her chances. But it Renuka is on your 
side, then you have nothing to fear Thi.s 
is a woman who, legend had it, once 
snatched the gun of a policeman—who 
wanted to arrest the fasting NTR—and 
threatened lo shoot him with it. And who 
has no compunction in slapping anyone 
who treads on her toes. 

Vasuntdhara Raje 

By ri^Ls, she should have had a 
fai^-tale fife. Bom into the iwal family 
of Gwalior, Vasundhara Raje Scindia was 
the princess of all she surveyed in her 
early childhood. However, ^e learnt to 
her surprise at boarding school in Ooty, 
that her wish was not everybody's com¬ 
mand. But adjusting quickly to the 


demands of a non-royal existence, Vasu, 
as she is popularly known, soon became 
head gjrl and believed-— somewhat 
naivety as it turned out—that life was her 
oyster. But things began going badly 
wrong soon after. Her marnage lo tlie 
scion of the Oholpur royal house unrav¬ 
elled soon after the birth ot her son, and 
Raje had to bemn looking for another 
centre to her life. She found it in {lolities 
joining the BJP, where her mother, Vijaya 
Raje, was a prominent presiMire, 
Vasundhara was elected to the stale leg¬ 
islative A.ssembly, and later to 
Parliament, whore she excelled m raising 
is.sues that may not heve been media- 
friendly, but were very relevant for all 
that. Much more importantly, she 
excelled in her role of singU* mother, 
bringing up her .son, Oushyant, as a nor¬ 
mal, down-to-earth boy, who had no prc- 
ten.sions about hi.s royal lineage, and no 
scars as a consequence of lus parents' sep¬ 
aration. 

Sushma Swaraj 


Born iiUo the 
niyal t'amiVv <if 
Gwalior. 
Vrtsuntlhara 
Raje Scindia 
\va.s the 
princess of all 
she surveyed in 
her early 
citih1h<KKh 
Utiwever, she 
learnt to her 
surprise that 
tier vvisli was 
not evei'>hody .s 
command 


Beginning life as a socialist—in 
which guise she was the youngest-ever 
Union minister in the Janata government 
of 1977- Swaraj was sewn converted to 
the saffron cau.se. And it ls in her hhaKuw 
amtar that she has found fame A fanatic 
admirer of BJP leader, L.K. Advani, 
Swaraj was appointed spokesperson ot 
the party for ail the right rea.son.s. Not 
becauM' the BJP wanted to soften its 
im-ige by having a woman peddling the 
party line, but bccau.se Sushma was both 
articulatt.- and fluent in Hindi as well as 
English But what is creditable about 
Swaraj ls not that she is a woman who 
has got ahead in a man's world without 
asking tor anv .special favours, but that 
she refuses to regard women as the weak 
er of the spicies who need positive dis- 



.S 



Prad<kS«ny*t 


According to 
her [Sushma 
Swaraj], a level 
playing ileici is 
enough; once 
Ihaf is achieved, 
Indian women 
hiwe enough 
talent, 

peiXeverence 
lOJd chut/pah to 
make it to the 
top <»n iheir 
0 steam 


elimination to succeed. According to hei; 
a level planng field is enou^; once that 
is achievedt Indian women nave enougjh 
talent, perseverence and chutzpah to 
make it to the top on their own .steam. 


BUSINESS/ 

INDUSTRY 

Maureen Wadia 

she may look like your typical 
industrialist's, wife in her designer suits 
and pearl jewellery; the perfect socialite 
down to her manicured nails. But don't 
fudge Maureen Wadia by her splendid 
coiffure' or the ease with which .she circu¬ 
lates in the A-lisl of Bombay society. If 
you want to see the real Maureen, drop 
into her Glud Rags office, and watch her 
wrestle with page lay-outs, argue with 
printers, and fuss over the participants in 
her Supermodel contest. Yes, Wadia is 
more career woman than pampered rich 
wife. Even at her husband's Bombay 
[>yeing she has her own well-defined 
role, as head of the ad department. In this 
capacity, she decides on how all Bombay 
Dyeing products, from sheets, towels, 
shirts and fabric will be marketini. But 
not content with lust being part of the 
family empire, Maureen has created her 
own little kmgdinn in Glad Rags What's 
more, she has made the magazine work 
Critics may snigger about the number of 
swimsuits in it, but Wadia has the satis¬ 
faction of knowing that her product 
breaks even. And she has been the wife of 
an industrialist lung enough to know that 
the bottom -line never lies 



Rita Singh 

When it comes to Rita Sin^, it 
appears as if nothiiw succeedsTike 
excess. The woman tehind Mescos lives 
in a plush suite at the Maurya Hotel in 
New Delhi, while her Rolls Koyoe occu¬ 
pies pride of place outside the entrance of 
the hotel. But that's only Singh's town 
house; she also has a hu^ mansion in 
Qiattaipux, and a home in Ghaziabad, 
from where she stood for election as a 



Congress candidate a few months back 
andlo.st. But the glif/ and glamour liides 
a story of back-breaking work, and the 
kind of enterprise that build.s empires. 
Singh began small, with a few buffaloes 
which she had bought on loan to start a 
dairy business. Once that look off, .she 
diversified into sugar. And then, came the 
venture that made ner a household name 
in India: Mescos, the sh<K*s that have 
taken India by storm If Singh's stori.’ 
leaches us aiiydiing, it is that dreams can 
be translated into reality, as long as you 
have the vision to back them up. 

Sunita Pitamber 

Daughter of the legendary obstreti- 
cian. Dr Shirodkar, Sunita is married to 
R.K Pitamber, golfing champion and 
managing director of Mahindra and 
Mahmdra. But there's more to her than a 
distinguished pedigree* and a successful 
hu.sband. To Sunita ^oes the credit of 
starting Artistic, which sold India's first 
designer shirts. But not content with just 
selling clothes, Pitamber branched on 
into iriaking reproductions of antiques — 
called Fabulous Fakes — with the view to 
popularising them. Her artistic nature 
next found expression in buier Spaces, an 
interior decoration company she start^ 
in collaboration with Parmeshwar Godrej. 
Their glass-Ieather-marble-chrome look 
soon caught on, and is best show-cased in 


that up-maricet Bombay restaurant, China 
Garden. Godrej and Pitambcr went their 
separate ways in due course, and these 
days Sunita specialises in a softer look as 
far as interiors go. She has also collabo¬ 
rated with Shakira Caine in a jewellery 
business, and is a fully paid-up member 
of the jet-set, consorting with tW kind of 
people who are featured in Vanity Fair. 
out despite all that, Pitambcr has her feet 
planted firmly on the ground, and still 
takes the safest pride in introducing 
herself as Dr ^rrakar's daughter. 


Camellia Panjabi 


Educated at Queen Mail's School in 
Bombay and at Cambridge University, 
Camellia Panjabi was the first woman 
member of the Tata Administrative 
Service. She was then transferred to the Taj 
Group of Hotels and, along with Ajit 
Kerkar, was responsible for Te\'amping 
the lai chain, and making it the up-mar¬ 
ket, efficient outfit it is tr^ay. In recent 
years, however, Panjabi has become bet¬ 
ter-known for her interest in fiKid. She 
changed the face of Chinese food in India 
by opening The Golden Dragon at the Taj 
Mahal in nombay, which introduced 
Schezchwan rui.sine to India. She was 
respon-sible for intniducing Dim Pukht 
in the Taj Palacc.neJhi's Handi 
Unfortunately, the concept never really 
caught on, and the Mauiya stole a march 
over the Taj in this regard. To Camellia 
goes the ensdit for talang Indian fcxid into 
the up-market bracket in London with 
Bombay Brasserie, the restaurant that she 
helped open in London. Panjabi's btxik, 

50 Creai Curries of India, has necn 
described as the most intelligent book on 
Indian food, and it would be no exagger- 
abon *o say that Camellia is today one of 
the best-informed people about food in 
India And it doesn’t hurt that she is on 




first-name terms widi such inteniational- 
ly renowned chefs as Anton Mossiman. 


Priya Paul 


Few people could have had as sud¬ 
den a growing-up as Priya Paul did 
Brought up in luxury in Calcutta as one 
of the heirs of the Apeejay empire, Paul 
was initiated into adulthood a major 
tragedy Her father, Surrendra Paul, wa.s 
assassinated by UT,FA terrorists, and 
Priya—along with her sister Pnti and 
brother Karan—^was forced to grow up in 
a hurry. But that wasn't the only blow 
that fate had in store for her. Priya, who 
had married a Hong Kong-based busi¬ 
nessman in one of me most glittering 
weddings that Delhi has witnessed in 
recent times, found her marriage gomg 
terribly wrong. And it wa.sn't long before 
a divorced Priya—who had reverted to 
her maiden name, Paul— was back home 
in Delhi. Paul, however, proved to be a 
true survivor- Throwing herself into the 
busmes.s, she began re-creating The Park 
chain as a boutique hotel group. Interiors 
were completely re-done, menus were 
overhauled, new cuisines were intro- 
ducect and a night-spot. Someplace Else, 
came into being Today, The Park — 
whether in Delhi, Calcutta or 
Vishakhapatnam - is one of the most 
happening places in town. And in the 
process Priya Paul has proved that when 
it comes to running a business — and run¬ 
ning it well — she's got what it takes. 

FASHION 

Ritu Beri 

Even five years ago, there were few 
people who were fanwiar with Ben's 
design label Lavanya. Today, however. 


if >ou want 
to sec the real 
Maiireeii 
fVViidia j. drop 
into her (}lafi 
Rags office, and 
watch her 
wrestle with 
paj*e !a>-ouls, 
argue with 
printers, and 
fuss over the 
participants in 
her Supermodel 
contest 



only visitors from Mars would not be 
familiar with the gamme dcsimer's per- 
toctly-foimed features and richly-embroi- 
dered designs Beri has gone from being a 
lesser-known B-division designer to 
becoming the person most eligible for 
inheriting Rohil Khosla's mantle, as the 
leader ot India's fashion world. TTiat's 
partly because Ritu doesn't restrict herselt 
to fashion alone, but is also devoted to 
cau.ses — both fashionable and othei'wise. 
Everyone remembers her product line for 
Menaka Gandhi'.s .People lor Animals 
project, which virtually flew off the 
shclve.s, for instance. Pretty enough to 
model her own clothes on the ramp, 

Ben's IS a face made for the centiespreads 
of magazines. But she still prefers to 
by on the basis of her design talent, than 
her Kxiks. You can't say that of too many 
people. 


SapreS i.s 
<;h4- K— 

figure, beaii^iful 
face, hfnnrse 
Office, ghat'i 
.Rcent—aiiri 
proufj of ii. \ou 
can ! help but 
adsitire tier for 
th;d 


irf;Pjiulv 




Madhu Sapre 

Splendidly adiletic, Sapre is an origi¬ 
nal. Not for her the anorexia and bulimia 
that plague most models. Madhu would 
much rather go for an hour-long jog 
along the beach—^with weights attached 
to her arms and legs, for gc^ measure 
Unfortunately, it was this olxiession with 
keeping fit that cost Sapre the Miss 
Universe title. Having made it to the 
finals of the contest, 3ie was asked what 
her priority would be if she were to 
become Prime Minister of her country. 
Sapre didn't have to think for too long. "I 
would build a sports stadium in my 
country," she offered pniudly. Result; she 
only made it to third place. What is 
remarkable about Madhu, though, tliat 
she does not regret giving such an inane 
answer to su<h an important question. In 
fact, there is nothing that 5iapre regrets in 
life. She is what she is - wonderful fig¬ 
ure, beautiful face, hoarse voice, j^hali. 
accent — and proud of it You can't help 
but admire her tor that. 

Rina Dhaka 

she likes to 1 h* known as the Donna 
Karan ot India But Dhaka is dam sight 
prettier than the American designer, even 
though she docs make the same kind of 
hard-working clothes that can take you 
from a day at the office to a famp^ parly at 
tire local nve-star hotel Dhaka ha.s be<‘n 
in the fashion business for a long time 
now. Her initiation came when ^e 
worked for a garment export house as a 
gauchi' teenager But the woman who 
was brought up in a conservative )at 
household soon tound her feet and her 
own label Since then, there has been no 
looking back for Rina These days, she 
makes both lAfestemwear and Indian 
clothes — even though she began by 
insisting that she wouldn't do salwar-' 
kameezes—and is the mother of a young 
sun as well But like the woman of the 
Nineties, Dhaka makes sure that her son 
doesn't lose out because mummy i^ a 
very busy lady She lakes him —with a 
maid—^wherever she goes, be it a fashion 
show, a television shoot, or a fitbng. And 
lunior has a makeshift nursery beside her 
office, to boot. 

Aishwaiya Rai 

The only fault you can fmd with 
Aishwarya l^i is that, perhaps, she is too 
perfect. Not that we mind. It's a long time 
since we've had a model —and more 
rea*ntly, a film star—who didn't think .she 
had to throw tantrums and show tem¬ 
perament to be taken seriously. Ash 
believes— and quite rightly loo— that 
she only has to be herself for everybody 

ContiRued on page 26 




EREYE 


BEJAN DARUWALLA 


Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

■ Gambia sayb tht; 

lull moon inakc'ii 
you ambitioim and 
focalieus your tamilv 
affairs and your financial 
standing, as writ as, transac¬ 
tions. Loans and funds, capital 
forniation, investments, buy¬ 
ing, selling, purcha.sing and 
leasing are emphasisecl. Also, 
your romantic impulses will 
suriace .strongly 

Taurus 

April 21 --May 20 

This IS a time to se|,v 
! arato the wheat from 


K||L . I the chaft. be realistic, 
get what you want 
Weddings bells, engagement, 
socialising, entertainment, 
amuseinenis are the hij’hlights 
ol the next 17 days, jMaiiy of 
voii will be running into old 
triends and making new oni*s 
loo It Is, in short, a time to 
lonverge .ind ci>rrespond. 

Gemini 

May 21 — June 20 

a Venus is happilv 
pl.iiecl giving you 
some much needed 
love anil lender 
care lour kids do better and 
that IS a source ot dei'p 
satistartion Canesha says a 
knotty problem will be " 
resolved and you will breathe 
a sigh ot teliet The travel bug 
w'lll get at you. assures 
Ganesha Take chames li you 


Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

Socialise, cast bread 
upon the waters and 
jjSr ■ be friendly. Seek co- 
operation. That is 
your best bet to money, and 
more, importantly, happiness. 
This is till* right time to polisir 
your imara, sell an idea or 
product, be dashing and 
valiant, show the world how 
giHid you really arc and use 
your considerable talent. 

Leo 

July 21 — August 21 


July 21 — August 21 

K A home away from 
home is what you 
should dim at. Also, 
renovation, decora- 
tioa buying, selling, renting, 
land developing either for 
home, office or shop should 
interest Leons. The signing ot 
documents and contracts 
should be of vital importance. 
Travel is a strung possibility. 

Virgo 

AuguS22 ~ September 22 
' Opportunities by the 

j I do^en come your 

I ivav, so to say, and 
■It. J therefon'. rest 
assured that you will do well. 
Shun and exile nervousness 
and be daring, bold and 
adventurous. That’s the mas¬ 
ter key to glory Venus and 
Uranus help you to make 
money, have brilliant but 
eccentric friends. 


Libra 

September 23 — October 22 

■ Many things happen 
simultaneously on 
various planes and 
levels. You gel 
money. Family ties biicome 
close and wolf knit You . 
become decisive and demand¬ 
ing Inspiration helps you to 
be highly cr«»ative. Love slide.s 
into your heart. It is absolutely 
certain, .says Ganesha, that 
you will go places. 

Scorpio 

October 23 — November 22 

] Ganesha claims hap 
^■■■1 pincss and health, 

I wealth and wisdom 
Lfor you, a great 
quartet indeed Yi-s, it is the 
riglil time to travel, lake a 
study course, call friends over, 
get engag'd or marry if you 
want to. lime also to sign 
deeds and documents, 
socialise and engage in sports 
and exercises. 

Sagittarius 

November 23 — December 20 

B A po.ssiWc joh- 

switch, or promo¬ 
tion, may please be 
anticipated Perks of 
office also come under the 
same ambit. At the same time 
do expect or suspect a lot ol 
things happening behind the 
curtains, so to say. Secrecy is 
the name ot the game Yt'u 
had better gel your travel kil 
ready. Romance foretold. 




Capricorn 

December 21 — January 19 

H Battle stations 
should be read)', 
becau.se it is action 
time, work time, 
love lime and time tor happi¬ 
ness loo. This IS a good phase 
when you can have children, 
get engaged or married, take 
in emplciyees it you are the 
boss, pursue a can'er with 7.eal 
and dedlcaticm, start a vemture 
(ir take lip a challenge 

Aquarius 

January 20 — February 18 

What had been kept 
j lBla 'I secret will be out in 
the open ITie home 
LjK._j and house and pn>p- 
erty tmntiers gel a big boo.st.. 
rhe acceni should bi’ on com¬ 
mercial enlerpiise and practi¬ 
cal possibilities ot a venture 
People will lonfidi'm you 
be<-au,se ot vour great capacity 
tor iib|ectivilv and cotm- 
si'Iling 

Pisces 

February 19 — March 20 

Some sort ot .iward, 
luiiiiiev, ceremony 
and publicity were 
meant just for vou, 
dear Piscean.s. News, view's, 
ideas, opinions, come in real 
handv in arriving at a major 
diKisum. Relatix'es and neigh¬ 
bours will have much to say 
Do get set to travel Follow up 
on invitations, clients, busi¬ 
ness possibilities 
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y train rushed into dte darkness, the 
rarriage wheels beating out a steady 
rhythm on the rails. The bright 
lights of Kapila were swallowed up 
in the night, and new lights—dim 
and flickerinjg—came into exist«mce 
as we passecTsmall villages. A star 
falls, a person dies. I used to wonder 
why I did m>t see more shooting 
stars, because in India someone is 
dying every minute. And then 1 
realised that with someone being 
bom every half-minute, falling stars 
must be in short supply. 

The people m the carnage were 
settling down, finding places for 
themselves. There were about fifty 
of us in that compartment sharing 
the same breathing space, sharing 
each others' sweaty odours. 

At four in the morning I woke 
from a fitful sleep to find the train at 
a standstill. There was no noise or 
movement on the platform outside. 

It was a very small station, and the 
train for some mysteriou.s reason of 
its own had stopiped there longer 
than ususal, so that those in the train 
who had woken up had gone* to 

The author* Ruskin Bond 



sleep again, and those few who had 
been spending the night on the plat¬ 
form slept on as though nothing had 
happened. This was not their train. 

I watched them from the win¬ 
dow, a very small biw was curled 
up in a large basket. His mother had 
stretched herself out on the platform 
beside him. A coolie slept on a plat¬ 
form bench The tea stall was 
untenanted. A dim light from the 
a.ssistant station master’s office 
revealed a pair of sandalled feet 
propped up ag.'iinst a mountain of 
riles. A bearaggled crUw perched on 
the board which gave the station its 
name: Deoband 1116 crow cawed 
disconsolately, as if to imply that— 
this dismal wayside station was 
none of its doing. And yet— 
Detiband!—the name struck a chord. 
Wasn't this, by tradition, the most 
anoent towm in India? 

The engine hissed, sending 
waves of hot steam into the frc.sh 
early morning air. My shirt clung to 
me We weie all smelling of perspi¬ 
ration There had been no rain for a 
month but the atmosphere was 
humid, there were clouds overhead, 
dark clouds burgeoning with mois¬ 
ture. Thunder blossomed in the air. 

The monsoon was going to break 
that day. 1 knew it. the birds knew it, 
the grass knew it. There was the 
smell of rain in the air And the 
grass, the birds and I responded to 
this odour w'lth the same sensuous 
longing. We would welcome the ram 
as a woman welcomes lover's 
embrac'e, his kiss, the fierce, fresh 
thrust of his loins after a period ot 
abstinence. 

Suddenly I felt the urge U> get 
out of that stuffy, overcrowdeil com¬ 
partment, away from the sweat and 
smoke and smells, away from the 
common places ol hfc, from the cer¬ 
tainty of my destination and predes¬ 
tined future. I would be a free wan¬ 
derer. the last in d world where even 
the poets had retreated into the scul¬ 
leries of their minds. 

1 knew where I was supposed to 


be going: Delhi. I knew what I was 
supposed to do there—take the fatal 
step towards respectability. To be 
respectable—^what an adventure that 
would be! And this prospect of an 
ordered, organised life frightened 
me. I knew that 1 could not put it off 
forever, but perhaps it could be post¬ 
poned. 1 hacl five hundred rupees m 
my best pocket. It would provide 
me with freedom for two weeks, 
perhaps three if I was not too 
extravagant. Five hundred rupees; 
the smell Dooming rain; and out¬ 
side, an unknown town. The combi¬ 
nation was too strong for my way¬ 
ward spirit. 

I clambered over my fellow pass- 
sengers, my suitcase striking heads, 
shoulders, backsides Grunts and 
curses followed me to the door And 
then the train began to move. 1 was 
seized with panic If 1 didn't get off 
quickly, I would never get ofT 1 
would be frozen forever into a 
respectable bulb manufacturer! 

I flung the door open and tum¬ 
bled on to the platform. My suitcase 
spun away, hit the comer of a bench, 
burst open. The crow flew off in 
alarm. A dog began barking. 

The train moved on to Delhi car¬ 
rying with It 600 souls in bondage, 
while I stood alone on the platform, 
in temporary possession of my own 
soul. 

The suitcase, which r ?ver locked 
properly, was soon closed. I looked 
nirtively around. The coolie was still 
asleep—obviously no one ever got 
off at Deoband at that hour—or he 
would have grabbed my insignifi¬ 
cant burden,carried it for a distance 
of 20 feet and charged me a mpee. I 
needed my mpees. 1 could no longer 
scatter them about at random or live 
on credit as 1 did in my hometown I 
walked quietly to the turnstile. There 
was no one there to ask me for my 
ticket. 1 walked out of the station 
and found myself in wasteland of 
nondescript wacks—some of them 
labouiers'^huts, some warehouses, 
one or two of them uninviting 
teashops. The scene was a dismal 
one, and if the train had still been at 
the station 1 would have returned to 
it and gone to Delhi But so far in my 
defiance of the gods, 1 had done 
quite well, and it would have been 
admitting defeat to have returned to 
die station to hang around waiting 
for another train. 

By evening 1 was still disconso¬ 
lately on a small hotel balcony over¬ 
looking the street telling myself that 
1 was a fool. For three hours nothing 
had happened to m^ and now it 
looked as though nothing was going 
to happen. There was no Mulia to 
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press my aching limbs, no Samyukta 
to ravish, no Shankhini to battle with 
my ego. My only acquisition was a 
headache from drinking too much of 
the local beer and sleeping too long 
under the electric fan. 

The camel had gone horn across 
the street but in its place was a buf¬ 
falo, The traffic had increased, there 
were more people in the street. There 
were also mure flies on the balcony, 
and one of them came buzzing into 
my half empty glass in an effort to 
drown itself in what remained of my 
drink. It was a suicidal kind of 
evening. 1 rescued the fly from my 
glass, ^aced it gently on the balcony 
railing and watoied it crawl groggily 
away. But my compassion was wast¬ 
ed As the fly neared the wall, a 
gecko, chuckling greedily, swooped 
on the insect and gobbled it up. 

There was no one to talk to. The 
hotel manager was a moron and tlie 
bearer's thoughts dwelled on the 
contents of my suitcase. A large drop 
of water hit the balcony railing. 


darkening the thick dust on the 
woodwonc. A faint breeze sprang 
up, and again I felt the moisture, 
closer and warmer. 

Then the rain approached like a 
dark curtain. I coulcl see it marching 
down the street, heavy and remorse¬ 
less. It drummed on the corrugated 
tinned roof and swept across me 
road and over the balcony. I sat there 
without moving, letting the rain wet 
my sticky shirt and gritty hair. 

Outside, the street rapidly emp¬ 
tied. The crowd dissolved in the 
rain. Stray cows continued to rum¬ 
mage in dustbins, buses and tongas 
ploughed through the suddenly 
rushing water. A group of smaJ I 
boys, now gloriously naked, came 
romping along the street which was 
like a rivet in spate. When they came 
to a gutter choked with rain water, 
th^ plunged in, shouting their 
delight to whoever cared to listen. A 
geuland of marigold, swept from the 
steps of a temple, came floating 
down the middle of the road. 





Hie rain s^ped as suddenly as 
it had begun. The day was dying, 
and the breeze remained cool and 
moist. In the brief twili^t that fol¬ 
lowed, I was a witness to the great 
yearly fliAt of insects into the cool 
brief freedom of the night. 

It was the hour of me geckos. 
They have their reward for weeks of 
patient waiting. Plying their stidcy 
pink tongues, Imey devoured insects 
as swiftly and me^odicaily as 
American's devour popcorn. For 
hours they crammed their stomachs, 
knowing diat such a feast would not 
be theirs again. ThrouA^ut the 
entire hot season the insect world 
perpared for this fliAl out of dark¬ 
ness into ii At and not one survived 
its bid for needom. 

I had walked the streets of the 
town for over three hours, and it 
was past midni At- Shop fronts were 
shuttered. The cinema was silent and 
deserted The people living on either 
.side of the narrow street could hear 


my foorsteps and I could hear thar 
casual remarks, music, a burst of 
lauAter. 

A duee-quater moon was up, 
shining throu A <lnfting, breaking 
clouds, and tte roofs and awnings of 
the bazaar, sHll wet, glistened in the 
moonlight. From a few own win¬ 
dows f^ers of light readied out 
into the ni At-^o could still be up? 
A shopkeeper through his 

accounts, a college student preparing 
for his exams, a prostitute extricating 
herself from the arms of her para¬ 
mour who had suddenly fallen 
aslem.... 

Tiiree stray dogs were romping 
in the middle of the road. It was 
their road now, and they abandoned 
themselves to a wild chase, almost 
knocking me down. A jackal slunk 
across the road, looking to right and 
left to make sure the dogs had gone. 
A field rat wriggled its way through 
a hole in a rotting plank, on its 
niAtly foray among sacks of grain 
and pulses 



As I passed along the deserted 
street under the shadow of the clock 
tower, I found a young man, or a 
boy (I couldn't teU which) sleeping 
in a small recess under a rickety 
wooden staircase. He was wearing 
nothing but a pair of tom dirty 
shorts-^s shirt, or what was left of 
it, had been rolled into a pillow,He 
was sleeping with his mouth open; 
his cheeu were hollow, and his 
body, which looked as thouA it bad 
been strong and vigorous at one 
time, was emaciated. 

'There was no corruption, no 
experience on his face. He looked 
quite vulnerable, althouA I suppose 
he had nothing much to lose in the 
material sense. 

1 passed by, my head dowit, my 
thou Ats elsewhere—^that is how we 
of the towns and cities usually 
behave when we see a fellow human 
lying in the gutter. 

And then I stopped. It was 
almost as though the briAt moon 
liAt bad stopp^ me and I started 
myself with a question, "Why do I 
leave him there? And what am I 
doing here anyway?" 

I walked back to the shadows 
where the boy slept and looked at 
him again. He seemed a very heaw 
sleeper, the sort of person who can 
fall asleep anywhere, at any time 
oblivious to all that goes on around 
him I coughed loudly, but nothing 
happened; I whistled, but still he 
slept; I picked up an empty can and 
dropped it beside him, but the noise 
had no effect on the sleeper. In his 
dreams he was elsewhere, moving 
among the spirit-haunted moun¬ 
tains, while Kis material body lay in 
this town. 1 found myself wishing 
that I cold sleep like that—it was a 
sleep of one who was protected by 
his own innocence. 

I went down on my knees and 
touched the boy's shoulder. But he 
must have been touched often in his 
sleep. His lips moved slightly, but 
there was no alteration in the 
rhythm of his breathing. 

One .nrm was thrown back, and I 
noticed a scar under his armpit 
where the hair began. Looking at 
that scar, all the warnings of Mulia 
and my mother crowded in upon 
me—talcs of crime by night, of 
assault and robbery. But when I 
looked again at the untroubled face, 

I saw noming there to disturb me. 

And since he did not wake, and 
seemed comfortable, why did I not 
stand up and walk away and take 
the mormr^ train to Delhi? I still do 
not know. Something was pressing 
me on, urging me to shake tiie boy 

nut t'lf Ki« cliimKor 



I took him by the shoulder.s and 
gave him a good shaking He woke 
with a loud ciy, as from a nightmare, 
and stared at me with something like 
terror. He sat up, cringing away, 
holding his hands behirehis face. 

But then, when he realised that I was 
a man and not the demon of his 
dream, his fear turned to indigna¬ 
tion 

'Who are you^ What do you 
want?" 

■ 'Nothing, " I said, standing up 
afid moving away "1 did not see 
you there. lam sorry to wake you." 

I moved a few step.s away, then 
stopped and looked back at the 
youm. He was shll crouching on the 
steps, still staring at me, but he had 
lost twth his fear and his anger, and 
he was only a little puzzled by this 
apparition in the middle ot the night. 

"Haven't you anywhere to 
stay?" 

He shook his head 

Perhaps the tone of voice I used 

S ive him some confidence, because 
e hostility' left his face and in its 
place I saw a glimmer of hope. 

I had committed myself. I could 
not pass on. 

'Do you want a job?" I asked. 
•No." 

"You have money?" 

■No." 
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"Do you want some money?'’ 

■'No bahuji." 

'Then wnat do you want?" 

"I want to go home." 

"Where i.s vour home?" 

■ In the hilfs." 

■'Far away?" 

' Yes, habtiji. In the Jalari hills." 

' And how much does it cost to 
gel then;?" 

"Twenty rupees." 

■'And how much have you got?" 

"One rupee," 

He held tus tom shirt in his 
hands It was his only possession. I 
liked hi.s open look, the w'ay he 
returned mine without any attempt 
at evasion. 

■'I'll see that you get home," I 
said ■ On one condition." 

A shadow of doubt passed across 
his mobile face (It was no mask, that 
face.) 

"Bahuji —I have never done any- 
ihing—anything .shameful." 

■hhameful?You have not heard 
my condition. What did you think I 
w'as going to ask you to do—sleep 
with me?" 

He laughed and looked embar¬ 
rassed 

I said, ' Don't be an ass. I have 
always taken my pleasure with 
women. Listen to my condition 


before you start getting nervous." 

fie did nut say anything but kept 
twisting fus shirt in his hands—he 
was no longer looking me in the eye. 

"I was about to say that I'd help 
you to get home provided you took 
me with you. I would like to see 
your hills." 

His dark, ‘lombre face lit up. He 
smiled like an angel. All the latent 
hospitality of his tribe welled up and 
burst through the barrier of his 
poverty 

"On, I will take you to my home, 
bahuji. I have nothing here, but in the 
hills I have a house, fields, a buffalo! 
Yes! 1 will take you to my home." 

No longer hesitating he came to 
me, brimming over with a simple 
trust and joy. I could not betray diat 
trust, nor could I fail to trust him. I 
was committed to a stranger in the 
night. I had .sought him out deliber¬ 
ately, imposed my will on him, and 
the consequences of the meeting 
would be entirely of my own mak¬ 
ing. 

And so there were two of us on 
that lonely street. The rain had held 
off just long enough for the 
encounter. Soon it began to drizzle. 

"We will go to my hotel/' I said. 
"Have you anything to bririg with 
you?" 




















Nothing,'" he said 'Yesterday I 
sold my shoes " 

■'Nover mind. Let us gel some 
sleep while the night remains with 
us Tomorrow, in tne morning, we 
will leave this place. It has served ite 
purpose, and now there is nothing to 
keep me here. Nothing to bring me 
back again." 

The boy lay on the mattress 
which I had removed from the bed 
and placed on the floor His face was 
in darkness hut the light from the 
verandah bulb fell across his legs. 
There was no escape from my 
father's bulbs! I lay flat on my belly 
on the string cot, while the ceiling 
fan hummed in the moist air imme* 
dialely above me. 

"Are you awake?" 1 called 

"Ye.s," said the boy. 

"The mosquitoes make it diffi¬ 
cult t() sleep. So let us talk. Tell me, 
how do we get to your village?" 

"It is a difficult place to reach," 
he said. 

"Well, if It was easy to reach, 
there would be no point in my going 
there. Will we have to walk a lot? I 
have not done much walking." 

"We must walk about thirty 
miles. But first we must take a train 
or a bus. Later w e walk." 

"Good And now tell me your 
name." 


"Rood." 

"You nave brothers and sisters?" 

' "A brother; no sisters. My broth¬ 
er is younger than me and goes to 
school. I never went to school. 'iTiere 
was another brother, but he 
died—^he was attacked by a leopard, 
and the wounds were so bad d\at he 
died after several days." 

After a brief silence, he asked, 
"Why do you wish to visit my home 
baimp " 

"Because it is far away. Because 1 
am bored with my own home lhave 
a mother and father and servants, 
but I am bored with all of Biem." 

Roop was one of those people 
blessed with the toft of being aW to 
sleep sweetly and soundly mrough 
carmon Bre and earthquake. Chtce he 
fell asleep, there was little that could 
wake him. The mormng sun 
embraced him, moved lovingly over 
his dark, gleaming body, touched his 
eyelids, settled on his untidy hair. 
Still he did not wake. He slept on as 
though drugged. I called him, I 
shouted, I reached out and shook 
him by the shoulder, but he did not 
stir. A fly settled on his lips, but 
although his mouth twiti^d, he did 
not open his eyes. 

"One of us will have to get up," ] 
muttered, looking at my expensive 
smuggled watch which showed nine 
o' cloac. “Otherwise we won't get 
anywhere today." 

And I wanted to get away as 
soon as possible. The urge to stop at 
Depband had been strong, but the 
urge to move on was stronger. 

During the night I had dreamt of 
pine forests and mountain streams, 
pale pink flowers growing in the 

clefts of rocks and fair hill maidens 
bathing beneath pellucid waterfall. 

I got up and sprinkled water on 
Roop^s face. Nothing happened. 1 
placed my foot on his broad, heavy 
thigh ana shook him vigorously. But 
he simply smiled. He was still 
dreammg—of a girl, peihaps; or pos¬ 
sibly of the chicken wc had eaten on 
returning to the hotel the previous 
night. 

I decided that 1 would have to 
use some more positive method of 
rousing Roop Snaking him was of 
no use, slapping his face would have 
been impolite. So I 
compromised—^held the water jug 
over his head and kept pouriiw until 
he awoke, spluttering and shaking 
his head and greeting the day (and 
me) with foul language. 

An hour later, my purse cousid- 
erably listened by our short stay at 
the hotel—we were sitting in a bus 
and movmg hopefully in the direc¬ 
tion of the hills. ■ 
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music 

RHYTHM AND RAAG 


Pandit Gopal Chandra Panda's mission in life is to get Odissi music the 
recognition it deserves, says Geeta Sharma 


hen Pandit Gopal 
Chandra Panda alighted 
at the New Delhi rail¬ 
way station, he received 
a welcome that will live in his mem¬ 
ory for a long time to come. The 
announcements that were being 
made over the station's public 
address system were accompanied 
by music. And not just any old 
music at that; but music set to raag 
Anand Bhairapt. 

To this teacher of Odissi music 
from Bhubaneswar, the sound of this 
raag, a strung component of Odissi, 
on the railway platform of all places. 


added to his resolve to get 'Odre' — 
as the locals in Orissa call Odissi — 
music its nghtful place as a classical 
sattj^t shaili (form of music). 

uie guru later gave a lecture 
demonstration at l^Ihi's India 
International Centre (DC), laying 
.special emphasis on me Gitagomnda 
asthapadi's (e^t-line pioems) to 
whicn most Odissi performers 
dance. This lecture, neld under the 
aegis of Kiran Segal's dance outfit 
'Pallavi', drove home the point that 
Odre music was facing the danger of 
losing its regional flavour because of 
the heavy influence of Hindustani. 


According to Professor Panda, 
'Odre' music needs to be allotted a 
separate identity of its own, just tike 
Hindustani and Carnatic music have 
tiheir own identity. "There are sever¬ 
al raags such as Varan and 
Mangahguiiari in Odissi music, that 
have not been found in any other 
stream. This and several other pieces 
of evidence that I have been able to' 
find during the course of my 
research, prove that Odissi is a sepa¬ 
rate shaili of music and should be 
recognised as such," says Panda, 
who nas been stud 3 nng thi.s music 
for over a decade. 



Pandit Gopal Chandra Panda: Striving to give Odissi music its rightful status 




Professor Panda maintains that 
every asthapadi in the extraordinary 
12 th century book of poems, 
Giiaffovinda, composed by Jaidev^ 
mentions at the outset the particular 
raag and the taia in which it is sup¬ 
posed to be sung But singers and 
musicologists are not fully conver¬ 
sant with the original raag, and 
hem c rendered the asthapadi in the 
heavily Hindustani flavoured stvle, 
mcreby losmg sight of the original 
Odissi music, he maintains. 

Panda, who is head of the Odissi 
vocal department of the Utkal 
Sangeet Mahavidyalaya, says his 
contentions are the outcome of his 
research into the major works of 
Odissi music such as Geeta Prakash, 
Sangeet 

ITie guru, who has written many 
texts on Odissi music, sudh as 
Sflw^ret Manjari, Odissi Raga Prakash, 
Gita Cmnnda Suralipi and Odisst Rag 
Panchau, says it is not difficult for 
any Odissi sin^r to identify the raag 
mentioned by Jaidev atop every 
asthapadi, "It is simply that no one 
has tried to study or research the 
way the old rmgs are meant to be 
rendered and have simply accepted 
® prevalent or mat 

they had learnt from their eurus " 
says Panda. * 

He maintains that raaes like 

and Gundahn which are native to 
'Joissi, go to show that Odissi music 


is ba.<:ed on the 'Udramagadhi 
Pravritti' tfiat was prevalent in the 
eastern part of the country. 

To prove his point. Panda ren¬ 
dered the Mttlavagaudtt raag at the 
lectore-demonstration, stating that 
both Geeta Prakash and Swgeeta 
Muktavani make the same references 
about the raag. He also rendered 
some of toe Citagovinda asthapadis, 
notably Kashimathanajn udartam’ in 
Gundakeri and 'Srtakamala 
Kuchamandala’ in Mangalagujiari raag, 
as laid down by Jaidev. Panda's 
daughter Sarita's performed an 
Odissi dance to the asthapadis sung 
by her father. ® 

Panda's fyidings and contentions 
ha ve earned hint both bouquets and 
brickbats from within the music 
immunity, but that is not what he 
is worried about. His main concern 
is to get people to start rendering the 
in their original style so that 
Odi^ music may get its due status. 

Segal, herself a noted 
Odissi dancer, who organised the 
event, maintains that dancers like 
her would be more than willing to 
understand and accept the original 
renderings of the ostMpadis that they 
dance to. As she says, ^'In fact, the 
purpose of getting gurus like 
ftofessor P^da to Delhi was to get 
mem me right kind of notice ancf 
atten^ because very often dancers 
uV? Dem go to mese gurus, get 
hold of uieir findings and then come 
back wd tout toem as meir own," ■ 
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Sketches 


POTTED fflSTORY 


What the chattering classes are talking about 


I t all began in: 

America, where else? 
Television stations in 
that country had 
cracked what worked on 
TV during the ovenmg 
(news, talk shows, game 
shows, 2 md the like) but 
needed a formula for the 
rest of the day. 

They found it in day¬ 
time, daily, long-lasting 
serials that appealed to 
housewives, who were 
free during the afternoon 
and became the captive 
audience These shows 
had a fair dose of both 
high drama and 
melodrama, and were 
sponsored — in the 
twgiiming at least - by 
soap companies. Hence, 
the use of the term soap 
opera to describe them. 

In India: However, soap 
opera was mtroduced 
during prime time, rather 
than during the day-time. 
The first such show was 
the now-legendaiy Hum 
Log, brain child of 
Manohar Shyam joshi It 
told the story of a lower 
middle-clkss family 
comprising three 
generations, focussing on 
the tensions set up by 
modem living. 

The format was still 
quite primitive, with one 
of the characters 
delivenng a little homily 
at the end of each episode. 
But despite such 
shortcomings, Hum Log 
soon became somethmg of 
a phenomenon, with the 
entire nation tuning in to 
watch the twists and turns 
in the plot. 

Able successor To this 
show, was Ramesh Sippy's 
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This Week: The soap opera 


Buniyaad This .serial, too, 
focussed on the family, 
tracing the life and times 
of a Punjabi household 
before, through, and after 
Partition. Buniyaad made 
such actors as Alok Nath, 
Anita Kanwar, Kiran 
Jone^a and Mazhar Khan 
household names, and the 
end of its run was 
occasion for country-wide 
mourning. 

The upper-class segment: 
Was taken care of by such 
serials as Khandaan, in 
which Neena Gupta was 
first introduced to the 
nation as the supcr-bitch 
of television But despite a 
tautly-scripted storyline 
and above average 
performances by the 
actors this show never 
really captured the 
imagination of viewers in 


the way that Buniyaad did. 

The format changed: With 
the advent of su<m 
American day-time soaps 
as The Bold And The 
Beautiful and Santa Barbara 
on Star Plus. These relied 
heavily on sexual intrigue 
to climb up the ratings 
charts, and it wasn't lung 
before Indian viewers 
were also bitmg their nails 
wondering whether Ridge 
Forrester would marry 
Brooke. Or whether he 
would walk up the aisle 
with his former girlfriend 
Caroline, who had earlier 
been married to his 
brother, Thome- (Well, we 
did warn you about the 
sexual intrigue bit, didn't 
we?) 

It was, of course, 
another matter that Ridge 
had already made this 


crucial decision on 
American small screens. 
And that we were 
watching episodes that 
had been aired in the USA 
several years before. 

How did this affect 
Indian shows?: The 
storylines of Indian soaps 
chanted, to begin with. 
The focus shifted from the 
domestic to the romantic, 
and love — both mantal 
and illicit — became the 
moving force behind these 
shows. Thus, every serial, 
whether it was on 
.Doordarshan, Zee TV or 
Sony, dealt with tfie ls.sue 
of adultery, both male and 
female, and pre-marital 
sex — which had been a 
big no-no earlier — began 
to feature regularly. 

The biggest success 
stories of this era: Were 
lunoon on Doordarshan 
and Tara on Zee TV. While 
funoon gained because it 
was on a terrestrial 
chaimel and had been 
dubbed into Tamil to 
appeal to south Indian 
audiences as well, Tara's 
heroine, Navneet T>lishan, 
gained an immense hin 
following despite her 
rather unconventional 
looks. 

What viewers are looking 
for; Is probably a mix of 
The Bold And The Beautiful 
and Buniyaad, with a little 
bit of Andaaz and Dynasty 
thrown in for good 
measure. 

But theft, knowing 
Indian producers ana 
writers, such a show is 
probably playing on a 
television screen 
somewhere in the vicu^ 
even as you read this. II 


A scene irom Ramesh Sippy's Buniyaad 



BEHIND THE WHEEL 

Indian women abroad take to driving more readily, 
says Vaishali Honawar 




In the driving seat: Women drivers are a common sight 


W hen Mrs 

Sharad Cupta 
wanted to go 
to the super¬ 
market on a rainy day and 
disrovercd there were 
three cars in the garage 
but n«) one to drive her, 
siie di;ridcd it was hme to 
lake action. Mrs Gupta, 
who was then in her tor- 
ties and had bevn liv’ing in 
l,ondon tor 15 years, had 
otten taken driving lessons 
but htid never managed to 
muster enough courage to 
go tor a driving test Her 
well-intentioned but ner¬ 
vous husband did nut help 
matters by going: "Don't 
do It this way'" or "Watch 
out'" every time she sat 
behind the wheel to learn 
But this time Mrs 
Gupta was determined 
With help from her daugh¬ 
ter, Nidhi, she took a few 
more lessons and soon 
was the proud holder of a 
driver's license 

In India a woman 
behind the whcxil still 
evokes a little surprise and 
a lot of snide remarks, 
except perhaps in atics 
like Bombay, Delhi and 
Calcutta. But a tiny, old 
Gujarati lady in a sari 
manoeuvring a huge 
Mercedes would not be an 
uncommon sight in 
Southall, a suburb in the 
outskirts of London which 
is dominated by 
Indians—or anywhere m 
the UK for that matter. 

L ast month a survey car¬ 
ried out in London 
claimed that of all the eth¬ 
nic minorities that live in 
the UK, Indians were the 
most likely to own a car. 

^d as Nidhi Dalmia, who 
has lived there since child¬ 
hood points out, most of 
the Indians actually dri¬ 


ving would be women 
who traditionally end up 
doing much more hou.se- 
work than men. "A 
woman would drive to the 
supermarket, drop the 
kids at school, perhaps 
drive her husband to the 
tube station and then drive 
to work herself," points ' 
out Nidhi who drives a 
Ford Mondial. 

Nidhi, who shifted to 
India for five years after 
her marriage, finds driving 
on the streets of Delhi a 
horror as compared to 
London. She believes that 
is one of the reasons why 
women back home do not 
take to driving as easily as 
they do in London. "Also, 
India is so much more 
male-dominated when it 
comes to driving," she 
says. "There'.s a great deal I 
of prejudice when it comes j 
to women driving." i 

"In London it is sim- j 
ply necessary to know 


how to drive because pub¬ 
lic tran.sporl, while being 
good, might often not ser¬ 
vice areas near schools. 
Also, driving a car is 
cheaper than using public 
transport," saj's Sutapa 
Bhattacharya, a writer V'ho 
has been living in London 
tor over 10 years now. 
Nidhi points out that 
Indian women— specially 
those belonging to the 
older generation—driving 
cars are becoming an 
increasingly common sight 
in the UK. 

Mrs Jay a Chauhan, an 
elderly child-minder, 
migrated from Uganda to 
the UK several years ago 
and was forced to learn 
driving immediately after¬ 
wards. She drives a Proton 
and describes herself as a 
"very slow driver who 
slays within the limits" 

Kamesh Choudhury, a 
journalist who has lived in 
the UK, however, feels 


Indian women often make 
dangerous drivers, flout¬ 
ing the rules and speeding 
beyond limits "Everv' 
time 1 am with an Indian 
woman and am driving, 
she keeps asking me to go 
taster," he laiigh.s 

Nidhi admits that she 
loves racing and recalls an 
incident when she was 
speeding around a corner 
on her w’ay to work and 
almost crashed into anoth¬ 
er Indian woman speeding 
from the opposite airec- 
tion. "We noth swore at 
each other and it was fun!" 
she laitghs. She says she is 
more careful these days 
after rcadmg ad.s about 
children dymg in accidents 
and feels that Ls why 
women make better dri¬ 
vers than men "They sim¬ 
ply are more careful and 
caring," she says. 

ller husband, K.N. 
Dalmia, testifies to her 
abilities as a driver saying 
when ho shifted to London 
after having lived in Delhi 
all his life, it was Nidhi 
who taught him to tackle 
[.ondon roads "I would 
say, even today that she is 
a better driver than 1 am," 
he says. 

And the male passion 
for fast cars seems to have 
rubbed off on our women 
too Sutapa dreams of 
speeding around in a 
sports car while even the 
mild Mrs Chauhan would 
love to sit behind the 
wheel of a Mercedt*s. 
Nidhi's favourite cars are 
the Audi, the Volkswagon, 
the Peugeot and the 
Toyota and she would love 
to own one of each some¬ 
day. 

For our women in 
Britain, life is certainly 
moving into top gearli 
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Continued from page 8 

to love her. So, don't even try to provoke 
her by recounting what Susmita has 
been saying about her. Rai will just smile 
sweetly and refuse to comment. Don't ask 
her about her affair with Ranjeev 
Mulchandani. She will deflect all queries 
with a we are just good friends' defence. 
But she'll do thus with such good grace, 
that you will never be able to take 
offence. That’s because Aishwarya is that 
rare specimen: a beauty who is as good 
as> she looks. And the rest of us can do lit¬ 
tle more than gawpe in admiration. 

FILMS 

Kajol 


She'.s pretty, talented, and has a mind 
of her own But more than that, what 
makes Kayil stand out among the bevy i>f 



ir :Uitai 

US 
it i.s 

ha* firoants can 
hfc tran^>{atefi 
Inin miUty, as 
long as you 
have the vision 
to hack 
thi''m up 


beauties lhatcomprise the film world is 
her absolute disregard of convention, 
both in her personal and prefes.sumal life. 

She can't be bothered with plucking 
her eyebrows or bleaching her upper lip 
She doesn't care if she's .seen wearing 
spectacles in public. She cuddles up to 
her boyfnend, Aiay Devgan, unabashedly 
on the sets. She thinks nothing of taking 
off on v'acation with him. And she is 
never accompanied by mummy—yester¬ 
year actress Tanuj.>— while shoobng. 

But while Kajol doesn’t have the mak- 
mgs of an old-fa.shioned star in the 
Madhubaia mould, she more than 
makes up with her hi^-voltage perfor¬ 
mances in such hits as Dilwale Dulhaniye 
Le fayenge. And what makes this all the 
more acfmirable is the fact that she is the 
exact opposite of the character she plays 
in this movie: the quiet, docile Simran, 
who does whatever her parents want her 
to. 



Finally she is what .she is bc'cause 
she Ls unpredictable and passionate; per¬ 
haps it's the Bengali in her. 

Rekha 

Who would have thought that ihc 
fat, dark teenager who was launched in 
Saumn Phadon back in the l%0s would 
metamorphose into the ageless swan of 
the 1990s? 

All right, Rekha is no spring chicken 
(she must be in her late 

forties, though age i.s such a racket in 
the film industry), nut there is now a 
timele.ss quality to her. Hema Malini has 
retired to lonely domesticity, Mumtaz 
looks nothing like the impishheroine of 
old, Sharmila is more Begum than beauty, 
and even such later entrants as Zeenat 
Aman are past it. 

But Rekha keeps ^oing This year, she 
ha.s posed for Harper s Bazaar (pictL.rcs by 





Maiy Ellen Mark) along with girls 
young enough to be her daughters 
(Susmita Sen and ^ahwaiya Rai) and 
given a muor hit all of her own, 
Khiladiyon ka Khtiadi. 

Those who predicted diat she would 

E o bananas, churned diat she was unsta¬ 
le or argued that die would age badly 
have bem silenced by her longevity. 

This is a woman who thrives on 
being alone and serves as an example to 
all industry women. 

Manisha Koirala 

The thinking man's Madhuri Dixit. 
Those who remember her when she first 
came to Bombay, accompanied by a 

E ushy mother and ensconced in Sanjay 
almia's guest house, cannot reconcile 
the slender child who acted in Subhash 
Gliai's Saudagar with the accomplished. 



bosomy actress of such hits a.s Bornhai/ 
and Unidustafii. 

The sttcivt i>< Manisha's .success is that 
unlike Madhuri, who will nevei accept a 
propo.sal unless it's a surefire, commer¬ 
cial venture, she has never been .scared of 
taking risks. 

Sometimes the gambles have paid off 
and sometimes thw haven't. 

She took Mani Katnam's Bombay e\'en 
though the whole world told her that 
nobody would accept a Nepali beauty as 
a Soum Indian Muslim in an art film. 
Somehow, she carried it off. She accepted 
a role in l^malahasan's Hindustani even 
though the pundits said that Urmila had 
Ae better song. Now that the film is a hit, 
it is Manisha not Urmila who has benefit- 
ted. 

Even those gambles tfiat have back¬ 
fired have not hurt Khamoshi will be 
remembered for two thin^: its terrible 
Imx-office performance and Nana 
Fatekar's even worse on-screen perfor¬ 



mance. But nobody blames Mamsha for 
the flop. In fact, they say that she did her 
best despite the dismal screenplay. 

This is a woman who is not afraid to 
drink or to love, a woman of the 1990s 


Ritu Deri has 
gone from 
being a lesser- 
known 
B-division 
designer to 
becoming the 
person most 
eligible for 
inheriting Rohif 
Khosia's 
mantle, us 
the leader of 
ImHa’s fashion 
v'orhi. 1 hat's 
parll'i fieeiiuse 
doesn't 
hi 

i'j r.-.-i-'ooo a}'»ne 


TELEVISION 


Salma Sultan 


With her trademark rose (stuck dis- 
cnHJlIy behind one ear) she ha.*d>een a per¬ 
manent fixture on our television screens 
for as long as then* lias btvn <• 
Doordarsnan. So much so, that her gen- 
tly-smilingtcatures hi.ve become aim- 
pletely identified with the Hindi new.s 
bulletin on the national network 

And .Salma is perfectly aware of the 
place that she occupies in the national 
con-sciousnesA, hence her violent reac - 
turn to the news that the mandarin.s at 
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She [Mar.isha 
Koiraiuj took 
MhsU RwiO.UTS''-' 
Hr.mhuy evt-si 
U 50 «j«ii the 
^vhoHe w<Hisi 
toh) her iJuU 
3i<»hody v^-iuihl 
»ec'e|>l a Nepali 
hs'^uty i\>< i) 
South ififiian 
ii; a;! 
art iihu, 
SomehoH, >ht' 
eanied it ofT 


M<mdi House were planning to terminate 
her services. 

But if those faceless bun>4ucrats do 
get their way, Indian television will 
soon lose one of its ino.st recognisable 
fat'es. And one that both ojspired trust 
and was easy on the eyes 

And that would b«' a rt'ni pity 

Meena Gupta 

Which one is the real Nivna Gupta? 
I'he superbitch of WHUs' television seri¬ 
als? iTie art film actress of Shyani 
Benogal s Trikmil? The di.sastious talk 
show hostess of recent inemtiry? The 
vulgar Ixisom-thrusting dancer of Cholt ke 
perhehey? 

It IS 3 tribute to Neena (Jlupta's versa¬ 
tility that we accept her in so many dif- 
te«*nt roles. We accept her talent and we 
accept her right to le.id an unaiiiventiun- 
al private life: .she lias shown no embar* 
ra.s.sinenl over ihi* love child with West 
Indittn rricketer.Vivian Richards. 

She IS not young any longer The 
looks are ix'ginaing to go And the voire 
.sometimes reminds you ot .somebody 
scratching his nails across a blackboard 

But nothing stops Neena She’s oven 
done a music album, and as her IcHiks 
have faded she has found roles that are 
mon' 111 kts'ping with her altered appear¬ 
ance. 

At the end of the day, one of the great 
survivors of our times 

Kanina Samtani 

If you’ve never heard of Karuna 
Samtani, do not despair That is pmbably 
how it should f>e. She is one ot those 
bdcknium wizards who decides what 
will appear on our television scTi*ens 
without ever imposing her own peisi'iial- 
ity on us 




It was Karuna who Subhash Chandra 
put in charge of the fledgling El TV 
channel. Despite the cximpetition from 
Big Brother Zee TV and from the mega- 
buck baeJeed Doordarshan network, she 
managed to create a viable channel on a 
tiny budgi't —so tiny that wags named 
it tl Cheapo TV 

Now, she's gone as far as .she can in 
Subhash Chanuia's set-up 

She is head ol programming for Zee 
TV itself, a i rucial |ob consicicring the 
competition from new quarters. Home 
rv and Sony. 

Rumours that differences with newly- 
appointed Zee network head.VG Jindal, 
would push her into accepting a senior 
post withrival Sony have been dis¬ 
proved. 

Rut she IS a hot property in the world 
of Indian television. And sne knows it. 


THE ARTS 
Mallika Sarabhai 

She's come a long way from the days 
in which the Bombay film industn/ 
would dismiss her as a I'arvcen Babi 
look-alike who missed the bus Some 
people expected the daughter of Vikram 
and Mrinaliiu Sarabhai, and an accom¬ 
plished classical dancer in her own 
right, to give films a miss and to go on to 
something more serious. 

But Mallika made her point. She shift¬ 
ed to Gujarati cinema, where she and 
Kiran Kumar became a dht^la version of 
Amitabh and Rekha, both on and off the 
screen. (Don't be su^^rised She has 
interesting tastes. Pritish Nandy is an ex- 
beau.) 

^ was rescued from dhokladom by 
Peter Brook, who cast her as Praupadi in 
his version of the Mahabharat, an expe- 



rience that appears to have become 
central to Mallika's life, both profes¬ 
sionally and personally. 

These datfs, she runs a publishing 
house, M^in, named after her and some¬ 
time husbwd, Bipirt, and does the odd 
bit of television, dunigh last month 
Home TV cancelled her eponymous pro¬ 
gramme, On Air With Mulika. 

No matter. She'll find something else 
to do. 

Lata Mangeshkar 

Evc^one makes much ol the 
Mangeshkar Monopoly and how Lata— 
with some help from her sister, A.sha 
Bhonsle— never let any other playback 
singers make it in the Bombay nlm 
industry But no amount of carping can 
detract from the fact that Lata ha.s 
ruU'd supreme in Bollywootl n*cording 
studios for around five decades. And 
she rouldn't have done that by manipu- 
iatiiin alone; she had to have had the 
kind ol voice that launches a thousand 
best-selhng albums. 


But while her singing talent is beyond 
dispute, what makes l.ata remarkable is 
her ability to axnmand resp»*ct Whetlier 
it IS the cvehestra leader or tile highest- 
fijid music dins tor in film land, they all 
treat Mangeshkar with due deterence. 
And this, in an uidusir}' that has a long 
and hoary tradition of treatmg single 
women with scant respect. 

L.ita, however, remains an exception 
to that rule And in an era when .singers 
rely on scanty costumes and sexy gyra¬ 
tions to remain on lop, Mangeshkar's 
dulcet tones arc- enough to keep her 
at the top of the heap. 




Arpana Caur 

With her large, lummous eyeii, and 
the slightly fri^tened expression that 
lurks'm th^ most of the time, Laur is a 
little difficult to figure out. Tor one of 
India's leading painters, she is remark¬ 
ably unassuming, and doesn't make tcxi 
much of her IndLSputable talent. 

And talent she certainly lias in large- 
measure. Whether it is a series on 
Hiroshima or just ordirwy portraiture, 
Caur's artistic eye imparts tne paintings 
with an ethereal cjuality that is easy to 
identify as her own But praise her 
work, and she kxtks mildly surprised, 
almost as if she can't quite believe that 
anyone would find anything of con.se-- 
que-nce m her work. 

But don't be- taken in by that mod¬ 
esty. Arpana may not be a lelentlr.ss 
sell-promoter like M F Husain, but sh»- is 
an artist. And in tlic end, that is alf tliat 
matters. ■ 
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^OST MORTEM 


Her Master’s 
Voice 

a Mayawati's meteoric 
rise frotn a very humble 
background to political 
prominence, speaks vol¬ 
umes of her gute and 
determination ('Maha 
Maya’, September 15). 
Mayawati let nothing 
come in her way of ^uca- 
tion. She would have been 
an IAS ofHo'r had fate not 
intervened and changed 
her interest to politics in 
the shape of Kanshi Ram. 
She has much to thank 
her guru for shying her 
political cancer She would 
nave made a good chief 
minister. 

M.S. Quraishi/, 

Culculta 

W Very few women 
politicians have been able 
to make a mark for them- 
.selves in the male domi¬ 
nated arena of politics. 
Even Indira Gandhi had 
mentioned many times 
during her spaces- 
abroad that she was fight¬ 
ing for a place in an exclu¬ 
sive male world. 

In such a situation, 
Mayawati's ri.se deserves 
appreciation. Chice the Bill 
on women's reservation is 
passed in Parliament, 
women like Mayawati 
will be able to play a 



Mayawati: Cyaa set on chief ministersMp 


more con.structive role. 
Prahlad Agarwal, 

Nifdia 

■I Indian politics needs 
some strong and commit¬ 
ted women politicians. 
Women parliamentarians 
are generally favoured 
with some light depart¬ 
ments like child welfare 
or family planning. We' 
have never had a woman 
defence or finance minis¬ 
ter. May be the arrival of 
more strong-willed politi¬ 


cians like Mayawati will 
alter the imbalance. 
Supama Banik, 

Calcutta 

■I Uttar Pradesh is begin¬ 
ning to reflect Indian 
women's age-old quest 
for attaining etpaality with 
men. Mayawati has gone 
down in history as the 
first woman chief minis¬ 
ter. ‘Fhis speaks well of the 
state's pn^re.)s in fret'ing 
I itself from gender biases, 
j The state also Itas had its 


first woman Governor: 
Sarojini Naidu. 

Ramesh Saha, 
Rampurhat (W.B.) 


■ What Mayawati lacks 
is an individual image. 
Her political career totally 
hing^ on Kanshi Ram, 
her fortune-maker. Her 
projection as a champion 
of the dwshit samaj is a 
tactic to bring the Dalits 
under her sp^l. 
Otherwise, apart from 
ihetoric, what has she 
done for the Dalits? 

She is also given to 
compromising. She com¬ 
promised on her 
MimuvMidi politics when 
she joined hands with the 
B)P. She should first be a 
true leader of the masses 
and then long for the 
kursi. 

Md Rizwan, 
fanmliedpur 


■ As is iLs wont, the 
media tries to stir up a 
gossip linking Mayawati's 
name with that of Kanshi 
Ram's. We should judgi* 
her for her political 
achievements and fail¬ 
ures. After all to .succxied 
one nc'eds a gcxifathcr In 
the film industry without 
a godfather you are 
nowhere. In politics, too, 
one need.s a mentor. 

Swati Verma, 

Dhanhad 
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rr WAS the TV sc'rial I turn Lee that made him , 
celebrity, Manoluir Shyam Joshi can riike the 
credit for Waving hrerught Western soap operas 
to India with a di.stinct desi touch. 
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MAAMIMIA 

KamaUihasan f^ets in touch with his feminine side in his neuf movie, 
Avvai Shanmukhi. G. TUak reports 



Inspired by Mrs Doubtfire: Kamalahasan as nmami flanked by two co-actresses in Awai ShanmukN 


H i' S done It a);ain 

Kamalahasan has enmo up 
with another 
suriinsi?—something that 
ho M*ems to tlo with amay.ing 
n'gularit^'. In i'acl, the only thing 
predictable about the actor- 
pnxluci'r-director these days is his 
unpn'dietabihty 

Tlie success of htJian in Tamil, 
Telugu and Utittiustam in Hindi has 
pmbably egged Kamol on to tn' a 
new look on celluloid. After all, the 
mam USP of Indtan (or Himluatatti, if 
you will) was Kamalahasan m the 
role of a 70 plus man, wnnkles. 
crinkles, and all- accomplished 
with the help ol some cx^'rt make¬ 
up 

Sailing on thi.s new box-olfice 
(rick, Kamalahasan's next tilm slated 
tor a [hwab releast* is a scream all 
right A take-off on Mrs I hjubtfire. 


Shanmukhi has Kamalahasan in 
the unrecognisable garb of a Tamil 
Brahmin maatni (any eldcrlyBrahmin 
lady goe.s by the name of maami in 
ramil Nadu). 

But wait a minute- this is not the 
drag liKik that every Hindi film hen> 
worth his biceps and chest hair 
scKirts in some movie or the other. 
You know the kind we mean, don't 
you? Ciovinda in skirt and ponytails, 
playiiig hcK-key; Aamir Khan 
.shaking a nylon-clad leg; Amitabh 
Bachchan getting into ghagara-choli 
for Mere angane mein; and even 
Naseeruddin Shah squt'ezing into a 
swimsuit filong with Adih'a 
Panscholi. 

In these films, everyone is m on 
the secret, including the audience. 
But for some reason that is 
impossible to fathom, only the poor, 
dim-witted heroine fails to recognise 


our man— despite his all-too- 
familiar voice, gestures and features. 

K amalahasan, of course, believes 
in doing thin^ differently. And 
in Awai Shanmumi, he has done just 
that, giving Robin Williams, of Mrs 
Dauh^re fame, a run for his money 
As maami, Kama! is a portly 75 
ki1o.s, with a smooth complexion, 
rosy, chubby cheeks, and with corals 
glinting in nis ears and on his neck. 
The feminine grace and gestures 
weren’t hard to come by; liasan's 
years as a Bharatnatyam dancer 
helped him in getting his act right. 
And as for die voice, Kamal 
managed to chan» it enough so that 
he dian't need a dubbing artiste to 
fill in. 

As a result, the actor is absolutely 
convincing as maami. And if you 
don't believe us, just take a look at 







Sporting anothar look: Kamelahasan applying maka-up for Nayakaan 


the picture featured on these pages. 

rerhaps it is to move away ftom 
the hackneyed drag look that'a new 
stream of film makers like Amol 
Palekar and Kalpana I^jmi are 
making that Iook at transvestism 
wiA a serious bent of mind. 

Palekar's Duarya and Lajmi's 
Darmiyaan are both films that are 
trying to take away the absurdity 
irmerent in the way in which Indian 
films deal with transvestism and 
eunuchs. 

The West, of course, has done it 
before. It started with the big hit of 
Twtnie with Dustin Hoffman 
popularising the drag look to the 
more recent Priscilla, the Queen of the 
Desert which examines the world of 
the transvestite. 

[n Ainm Shanmukhi, Kamal h.is 
tried to emulate these examples. And 
the result is a movie that has the 
makings oi a commercial success, 
and yet ha.s a strong message 

P laying the role of a Brahmin cook, 
Kamalahasan had visitors to the 
sets fooled alright. Since one 
sequence required a feast with a 
dozen niaamts to keep Kamal 
company, director Ravi Kumar 
decided nothing but the authentic 
look will do A dozen real miumiis 
were roped in for the scene. 

A Durga who had walked into 
the sets looking for "her favourite 
hero" was disappointed at not 
finding him there. Until she espied a 
niaumi seated in a chair calling out 
dircction.s in a male voice. 

kamal, tongue firmly in cheek, 
recalled, "Well, I had some lady 
artiste whispering absently to me; 
'Check your .slipping pallav, 


The real Kamalahasan sans make-up 



woman'" Nothing could have 
pleased the actor more, at last he had 
achieved the authenticity he was 
looking for. 

The new look to out-do Robin 
Williams at his own game needed 
work all right. Kama! went to the US 
to meet Michael Westmore, the Star 
Trek make-up whiz who helped 
Kamal with prosthetic make-up in 
Indian. Tshis time he had to use a 
single rubber prosthetic piece to 
fashion his cheeks, rounded jowls 
and .saggy neck. 

Having imported the piece from 
the US, Hasan nad to be very careful 
indeed while working with it, as it 
was made for one-time use. It ended 
up costing Kamalahasan nearly 
Rs 10,000 each time he turned into 
maami but ihe results seem to have 
been worth it. 

As were the travails of sitting 
wearing a nine-yards Tamil sari and 
learning to walk, run along, and also 

E ve chase on a mobike in it. He also 
id to make do with sipping juices 
and liquids during the shoonng 
since diewing and yawning or 
'using' his face would endanger the 
look, and there wu every chance 
that his 'face' would go out of shape. 

Having decided on the drag 
efiect, Kamal even daubed on 
feminine perfume instead of an 
aftershave. This after trying to cream 
or shave the fuzz on his chest, arms 
and legs. 


P erhaps because ii is intended fo 
.shock and impress, the movie 
was shot amidst much privacy. 
Nosey .scribes were shown the door 
and hangers-on were not 
encouraged. Two .song sequences of 
the film nave been showm to a select 
tribe of mediapersun.s, but much of 
the thrill is meant for viewing on the 
big screen. 

Not that everyone is applauding 
this effort Kamaf's detractors have 
been saying that the actor has been 
borrowing heavily from Hollywood 
for all his films or late. And that his 
recent successes have all been 
Western-inspired Indian editions. 
Sadi-Leelavathi is the Indianised 
version of She Devil, Magalir Mattum 
was a take-off on Nine to Five 
currently being filmed as Ladies Only 
in Hindi with Randhir Kapoor 
playing the lecherous boss. Closer 
non\e,Kurudhi Punal was a remake 
of Govind Nihalani's acclaimed 
Drohkal. And now Aovai Shanmukhi 
is inspired by Mrs Doubtfire. 

Borrow he may, and try the 
headiest tricks in the box-office book 
to make an Impression on the 
audience, but there is no stopping 
Kamalahasan. He has discovereohis 
own personal mantfa for making 
successful movies, and if it owes 
something to Hollywood, who 
cares? 

Qearly the audiences don't 
—and in me end, that's all tfiat 
matters. ■ 






VSW^InT 

FEMINISTS OR FEMINAZIS? 

In their zeal to stop the Miss World contest, by force if necessary, our women's 
organisations hat>e exposed their ugliest face yet, saysSeema Goswami 


I always believed tha( the whole 
pi^t about women'll liberation 
w^ mst that liberation. That 
shorn of all its bra-buming 
cliches, the movement sought to win 
freedom for all women, no matter 
where they lived, w'hat colour they 
were, and whether they wore skirts, 
sarongs, sans, or well, swimsuits. 

It has taken the current 
controversy ragmg over the Miss 
World contest, scheduled to be held 
in Bangalore on the 23rd of 
November, to show me how naive 
this belief was. It now turns out that 
the freedom' that all our teminists 
have been fighting so hard for is 
restneted to a chosen tew 

So, if you wear a salwar-kameeif 
and sport a bindi on your forehead, 
then you're onhtled to the protechon 
of the feminist umbrella. But the 
moment you slip into a bikini — or 
even a mini-skirt — and try out the 
latest shade from Revlon lipsticks, 
then you'm on your own 
As long as you're agitating 
against dowry deaths (a very worthy 
cause in itself) on the streets of 
Delhi, the feminists will applaud 
you. But try and earn an nonest 
living by walking the ramp duimg 
fashion shows, and you will have 
the wrath of this PC (Politically 
Correct) Brigade descend on your 
well-coiffedliead 

And going bv the current 
brouhaha raging in the press, beauty 
contests come a close second to 
amniocentisis in the Feminist Book 
of Evil 

The argument, as 1 understand it, 
IS that beauty contests commodify 
women by placing a pamiium on 
personal appearance. Tliey also 
reinforce stereotypical (read 
Western) standaids of beautv:rvery 
contestant is at least five feel seven 
inches tall; is lecd thin; etc., etc And 
that making the participants parade 
the stage in swimsuits while men the 
world over ogle at them is 
demeaning not only to the girls in 
question but to womankind itself. 

I have no doubt that the feminist 
lobby believes impliatly in this 


position, and wants to stop the Miss 
mirld contest only to save those 
hapless beauty queens from a fate 
worse than death; dishonour. And 1 
w<iuld have no problem if they sat 
these ladies down, and over their 
broccoli and Bisleri (or whatever it is 
that they eat) initiated a dialogue 
that convinced them to withdraw 
from the event to support the cause 
of the Sisterhood. 

ut the feminists don't do that. 

B Instead, secure in the conviction 
t their's IS the only valid point of 
view, they lecture us on how our 
culture is being destroyed by foreign 
cosmetic companies, and by those 
women who prefer to dress in Levi's 
jeans rather than ethnicwe.ir from 
Cutiari. 

If any man dared to dictate to us 
as to how we should dress, all of us 
would be up tn arms. If any male 
‘ suggested that women who wore 
revealing cloBies were 'asking for it', 


we would be crying 'male chauvinist 
pig' until we were hoarse. 

And yet, when our feminist 
sisters argue that swimsuits are 
perfidious influences, and that any 
glimpse of female flesh will lead to 
tne collapse of Indian cnvilisation, wc 
don't raise our voices in protest. We 
don't ask them to take a nying jump 
from their moral high ground, and 
let us make informed choices about 
how we want to live our lives. 
Because surely that's what freedom 
is all about: the freedom to make 
choices, even if they are ones tlial 
our mothers don't necessarily agree 
with. 

We may have got over our 
'Daddy knows best" hang-up, but we 
still seem to believe in some comer 
of our hearts that Mummy still does 
know better than us. And every' time 
we act on that premise, or remain 
silent when we should have stood 
up to be counted, we encourage 
people—irrespective of their gender 


Miss World 1994, Alshwarya Ral (India) flanked by the two runners-up 





Miss World 1995, Jacqueline Marcano 

— to irt-at us like little children who 
have to bt' told how to live, eat, 
behave, and dress. (And if we don't 
fall m line, well then, they'll just 
havi> to bum that stadium down, 
won't they?) 

C onsider how stronglv we react to 
every edict of the 'Taliban in 
neighbouring Afghamslan which 
infringes womeivs rights- whether it 
relates to the cio.sing down of 
schools for girl children; the 
enforcement of an Islamic dress code 
for females; and the decision to 
exclude women from the workplace. 

And then, think for a moment: is 
what our feminist fi lends are doing 
any different from the actions of the 
Taliban? They may be on opposite 
ends of the political spectrum, but 
their essential position is not very 
dissimilar. 

The Taliban wants women to 
remain at home so that their 
modesty may be preserved; the 
feminist lobby wants them to stay off 
the catwalk. 'The Taliban believes 
that the Islamic fabric of their 
country will be destroved if women 
abandon the chador; tne feminists 
are convinced that Indian culture 
will be desecrated if girls are 
allowed to parade in swimsuits in 
beauty contests. The Taliban is 
suspicious of education when it 
comes to the female sex; the 
feminists don't trust women to have 
learnt enough from their lessom to 
make their own life choices. 

Ultimately, both believe they 
know best; both are unwilling to 
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from Venezuela (centre) poses with Miss Croatia and Miss Tfinidad & Tobago 

! but is no less restrictive. 

That, alas, is how a section of the 
women's movement has gone; from 
women's libbers to feminists to 
feminazis. 

It is one thing to be rigid, 
unforgiving and nanow>minded—as 
the opponents to Miss World are— 
quite another to use force to seek to 
impose your views on others. 


entertain a world view other than 
their own; both want to dictate to 
women. When push comes to shove, 
both reveal themselves as militant 
movements with a fanatic edge. The 
Taliban may be a fundamentalist 
organisation, but our feminists have 


The Thliban believes 
that the Islamic fabric 
of their country will be 
destroyed if women 
abandon the chador; 

the feminists are 
convinced that Indian 
culture will be 
desecrated if girls are 
allowed to parade in 
swimsuits in beauty 
contests 


also been exposed as feminazis. 

The old 19t)0s' term for feminism 
was 'women's liberation', sometimes 
shortened to women's lib. It is no 
accident that this term has fallen out 
of favour. What the feminists are 
asking for has nothing to do with 
liberation. It has to do with a 
theology that may be more 
politically correct than the Taliban's, 


The Taliban parallel also holds 
when it comes to the methods 
adopted by some of the contest's 
critics. The ABCL office in Bangalore 
has been bombed, the Godrej 
showroom ransacked and more is to 
follow. One organisation has 
threatened to bum dowTv or 
demolish the stadium where the 
contest is being held. And given that 
the protestors now include the 
lunatic fringe of the BJP, perhaps wc 
should take the demolition fear a 
little more seriously (the warning 
signal will be when Inoy start calling 
the stadium a circular structure'). 

These methods are thost' 
traditionally u.sed by the enemies of 
the freedom, be they the Taliban, the 
BajrHiig Dal, or the Nazis The ready 
recourse to violence emphasi.ses the 
essence of the so-caIU*d "teminist 
ca.se'; the women participants are not 
just unworthy of deciding whether 
to join the contest or not, hut they 
are also unworthy ot any 
consideration as regards their safety. 

f luman life is merely a trifle in 
the eyes of the wild-eyed feminazis. 
The end matches the means ■ 
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asal Masih is a pooiv khaki-dad 
sweeper with a Matific smile. He 
works for an ill-tempered 
Englishwoman who lives on 
Mussoorie's Vincent Hill. Every 
evening, at sun down, he brings a 
fair, blue-eyed child to the Library 
Bazaar to eat the air", as he puts it. 
He places the child on his shoulder 
and stands under a lamp post, 
watching the ebb and flow of holi¬ 
day-makers. Standing motionless 
under a lamp post he can remind 
you of the Hindi rauplet, khara kabi- 
ra der se, mange sab kikhair: Kabir has 
long bem praying for everybody, for 
friends 2md foes alike in the market¬ 
place of the world. 

In Csarist Russia people like 
Fazal Masih were known as Holy 
Fools. Muslims call them mafzoob — 
absorbed in God. Perhaps Fazal 
Masih IS not a mystic, merely a 
sweeper with a very low IQ. And he 
seems to dote on the little girl who 
looks tike Shirley Temple. She is so 
pretty that the passers-by often stroll 
over to the lamp post to regain their 
breath and baby-talk to her. She is a 
quiet, well-behaved, well dressed 
baby and looks like a high-bom 
Missy Baba. Mussoorie is full of 
prosperous English and Scottish 
families. 

But you can't know much about 
Goldilocks because Fazal Masih 
never speaks. He keeps gazing at the 
distant mists as thou^ he is tr3ring 
to find his answers there. Oitce, out 
of idle curiosity, a passer-by had 
asked him, "Whicn Saheb's daugh¬ 
ter is she, Jamadar?" to whidh he 
had retorted, "She is itiy own niece, 
Babuji. You Just let us be..." 

The unexpected reply has 
amazed the newcomer from the 
plains, but some of the local cooks 
and bearers, ayahe and coolies know 
that little Catherine Bolton is Martha 
Masih's daughter and that her father 
was an English Tommy. No matter, 
such things sometimes happened. 


Martha is Fazal Masih's aHrac- 
tive sister. In Urdu, squirrels are 
fondly called Katto. Because of her 
playful agility Martha is also known 
as Katto Gimeri". Like her brother, 
she works for Miss Celia Richmond, 
her parents had been baptised by 
Miss Richmond's missionary father. 
Miss Richmond runs a second-grade 
"Europeans Only" guest house 
called techmona Irun, frequented by 
Poor Whites and fair-skiiuied Anglo- 
Indians. No dark Eurasian can 
aspire to be Miss Richmond's guest. 

N ow it came to pass that towards 
the end of the Second World 
War, an English Tommy called 
Arthur Bolton was billeted in 
Richmond's Inn. And he turned out 
to be a bit odd. Instead of King and 
Country he liked to hold forth on 
Truth and Conscience and Mr 
Gandhi. He befriended the Holy 
Fool, Fasal Masih, and spoke to him 
in the native lingo. Like other British. 
soldiers he had Seen taught Roman 
Urdu but he also liked to hear North 
Indian folk son« which Katto 
Gilheri sang rather well. Arthur 
Bolton was a drummer in a regimen¬ 
tal band. He would have liked to be 
a famous musician but like many 
other artistes the lack of opportuni¬ 
ties had kept him unknown and 
poor. So, instead of staying at the 
Mvoy he had to make do with cro- 
chety old Miss Richmond's genteel 
hostd. Arthur went hiking in the 
sun-hazed mountains ana with 
FazaJ Masih he watched the dawn 
mists. He certainly was a very pecu¬ 
liar sort of Cockney. 

Before returning to Meerut 
CantoTunent Arthur Bolton told'his 
friends at the Inn that they m^ 
never hear from him. "Even It I sur¬ 
vive the war I may not write. I hate 
writing letters," he said candidly. 
Howeveiv he did send thank you 
notes, postmarked Meerut, to Miss 
Richinond and her two servants. 



before leaving for the European 
Front. 

When Martha Masih, alias Katto 
gave birth to a blonde who resem¬ 
bled Arthur Bolton, Miss Celia 
Richmond was not amused. She was< 
not shocked either. She knew that 
Martha was not a layabout. She had 
erred and may God forgive her. 
Secretly Miss Richmona was happy. 
The cherubic infant had suddenly (it 
up Miss Richmond's lonely and dis¬ 
mal life. She felt that now she had 
someone to live for. She was also an 
incorrigible romantic and a snob. She 
invented a pucca background for the 
waif: "My first cousin Col. Arthur 
Bolton," she told her Poor White 
guests, "has been reported missing 
on the Western Front." "Poor 
Arthur," she would add singing, "he 
was quite a charmer, you know. And 
so handsome. He haa married an 
Irish peer's daughter Just before 
aiming out to India. Shortly after he 
left tor the Front poor Cathleen 
Bridget died in childbirth. At die 
Militai}' Hospital, you know, in 
Peshawar Fortunately, Arthur had 
given my name and address to the 
authnties as his next-of-kin in India. 
The Red Cross .sent the little orphan 
to me- 

Even while getting her baptLSt>d 
Mi,s,s Richmond had quite recklessly 
given the parents' names as "the late 
Col. Arthur Bolton and Cathleen 
Bolton" ' So help me CvkI," she had 


said to herself crossing her fingers. 

Catherine Bolton was a toodler 
when India became free. Mussooiie's 
Er^iish population suddenly van¬ 
ished. Richmond stayed on. She 
didn't want to wash dishes in an 
inhospitable England. But being 
Englii^ and practical she removed 
the 'Europeans Onl/ board from her 
gate. The guest house began to flour- 
ah. Wealthy citizens of independent 
«lndia found a certain snob-value in 
staying at the quaint old itm... “Ye 
oliie England type, you know, still 
run by a charming uwlish lady," 
they wrote home on tneir picture 
postcards. 

Catherine Bolton was nicknamed 
"Chhoti Katto" by the few locals 
who knew the secret. She was grow¬ 
ing lovelier by the day. 

Rev. John Sigmore, the kindly 
English parson who had baptised 
Catherine in 1946, had migrated to 
Australia the following year. He had 
continued to correspond with Miss 
Richmond. On Catherine's fifteenth 
birthday he wrote: "1 am worried 
about the dear child. What is her 
future m India? Would you like her 
to become a cabaret dancer or a fash¬ 
ion model or marry a heathen? Bring 
her over to Aiistraua before it's too 
late " 

Miss Richmond pondered over 
the matter. What indeed was to 
become of this exquisite Eurasian 
girl? Was she to join the ranks of 


telephone operators, office secre¬ 
taries oii God forbid, cabaret 
dancers? Tongues had already start¬ 
ed waging about Catherine Bolton's 
exu^rant vitali^. 

The Hindi teacher in Catherine's 
school happened to be a local rogue. 
One frosty evenmg he tried to kiss 
her and was fiercely rebufted. He 
called her a tart and a "cheap mon¬ 
grel" Catherine rushed home in 
tears and told her Aunt Celia. 

That freezing December evening 
Miss Richmond made up her mind. 
She spent a restless night dreading 
the unknown tomorrows that were 
to dawn in the Australian outback. 
But go away she must for the sake of 
dear Catherine. She will tell them. 
She summoned them to her room in 
the morning and steeled herself to 
make the grim aimouncemcnt. 
Catherine sat by the fireside sorting 
out Elvis Presley records. The 
moment the servants came in Miss 
Richmond dropped the bombshell 
"Martha..." (she reserved the ayah's 
Christian name tor important occa¬ 
sions), "we are going away to 
Vilayet. Katy Baba and I. do not 
worry. I'll give both of you excellent 
chits." 

Both Katto and her brother wen 
•dumbfuundeij. 'They gaped at the 
bird-like Miss Saheb. Miss Richmond 
knitted away furiously. Katto broke 
down. After some moments she 
^wiped her tears and said defiantly, 
''Miss Saheb. Katy is my own flesh 
and blood. I shan't let her go. How 













can you ..how...?" 

"Shut uu!" Miss Richmond 
snapped in her high-pitched voice. 
"You are forgetting your place, 

Katto. Kindly remember who you 
are. Besides, what proof do you have 
that Catherine Baba is your daughter?" 

Katto wa.s horrified. The sharp- 
tongued Miss Sahcb had never been 
so callous. The poor aifah began to 
sob heartbroken by now 

There was loo much hy.stcria in 
the gloomy, Victorian bedroom 
Catherine got up and went out. The 
very existence of her mother and 
uncle had begun to embarrass her 
since her last birthday when Miss 
Richmond had shrewdly told her the 
truth Col Bolton, Catnlcen Bolton 
and her father, the Irish lord, are 
entirely fictitious But lemember, 
some truths are not worth bandying 
about. You must keep your real 
parentage a dark secret." 

Catherine in.stinctively knew the 
rules for the struggle for survival 
She had followea Aunt Celia's 
advice. 

After she left the room. Miss 
Richmond .said more reasonably, 
"Think coolly, Katto What would 
happen to Catherine Baba after 1 die? 
Suppose more people get to know 
that she is your child? Who would 
marry an untouchable woman's 
daughter—es'en if she looks like a 
European? Tell me, eh? Besides the 
natives have .scant respect for cross¬ 
breeds. What will she do for a liv¬ 
ing? Would you like to .see her take 
off her clothes, one by one, and 
dance naked in a hotel? God forbid!" 
she added shuddering "Or would 
10 
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you marry' her off to the head 
lamadar of tlie municipality?" 

Poor Katto had no answer for 
that. 

Miss Richmond sold the guest 
house to a Sindhi businessman. She 
was still there when he took posses¬ 
sion. He replaced Josu.s and Mary 
with Shankar-Parvati and Guru 
Nanak in the lounge: ‘Richmond 
Inn' gave way to "The New 
Himalaya Vegetarian Hotel' at the 
gate. So" the day arrived when the 
emigrants' train pulled out of Dehra 
Dun railway station Katto and her 
brother were left standing on an 
empty platform. Fazal Masih rubbed 
his eyes and resumed staring at the 
gathering mists.. 

M ISS Celia Richmond alighted at 
Sydney airport and was 
thrilled. At last she had arrived in a 
White country. (She was bom in 
Gorakhpur and had spent only six 
montics in England.) She waited for 
someone to pick up her luggage. 
WTien noboay took any notice of her, 
Catherine brought a trolley and 
asked her to help. As Miss 
Richmond began pushing the lug¬ 
gage cart, suddenly she felt that the 
end had come. 

Rev. Jon Sigmore was waiting in 
the airport verandah. He drove them 
home Miss Richmond had already 
transferred her assets from India. 

The clergyman had bought her a 
mode.st flat and a grocery shop in his 
suburban parish, boon Miss 
Richmond found herself behind a 
counter selling vegetables. She had 


become part of Sydney's working 
class 

Catherine joined a school and 
began dating She came home late 
Miss Richmond was of missionaiy 
.stock and old-fashioned. "Aunt" 
and "neicc" began to quarrel An 
uprooted, midole-class English spin¬ 
ster and a rootless Anglo-Indian 
teenager made a sad and lonely pair 
indeed. 

Miss Richmond died attei a cou¬ 
ple of years. Life in exile had killed 
her. Catherine was not yet twenty- 
one when her godfather and 
guardian. Rev. Sigmore. died too. As 
a woman of means Catherine Bolton 
attracted crooks and hangers on. She 
began to live in style, in keeping 
wi% her fictitious “uppeiclass 
British" background. One of her 
boyfriends was a bookie. Through 
him she lost most of her legacy at 
the races.Shc had to sell her flat and 
shop to pay the debts. She desper¬ 
ately wanted to become an actress. 
There was no film industry in 
Australia. "The shortest cut to 
London's show business is throu^ 
the nightclubs," a boyfriend tolJ her. 
She learned cabaret dancing and got 
a job in a shady joint. She needed die 
money. 

Years went by. As 'Catriona the 
Sizzling Stripper' Catherine Bolton 
eventually landed up in the 
Hongkong-Singapore-Kualaiumpur 
ni^tclub circuit. She could never 
behave like a hardened mullatto. Tlie 
imaginary Col. Bdlton always told 
her to live with a certain dignity. She 
remembered her doting mother and 




unde and her affectionate Aunt Celia 
and had bmts of depression and 
self-pity. 

Life as a taxi-dancer and ni^t- 
dub hostess humbled and saddened 
her. At stag parties she entertained 
corrupt p^itical leaders and busi¬ 
nessmen of what was now being 
called the 'Third World'. Which was 
her own world? she wondered, flit¬ 
ting from hotel to hotel deal^ with 
lecherous men of all nationalities. 

In every hotel room she found 
the same massive Bible on the bed¬ 
side table. How much had the Bible 
helped the wodd, she wondered. 

In Jakarta, met a Dutch a sufi— 
thick-set, blond and magnetic. He 
had come to Jakarta to study 
Indonesian suflsm, he told her. He 
was a "Dutch sensitive" and 
explained to her all about ESP and 
Islamic mysticism. "Your father is 
still alive,'' he declared one evening. 

' And ho is a remarkable man." 

"Where is he? What does he 
do?" she asked ea'gerly. 

"Can't tell you more. I can only 
sec that he is alive; and I can also 
sense that he is a great man." 

"Great man^" she repeated excit¬ 
edly. 

So perhap.s, he was really a 
colonel and may now have become a 
genera! in the British Army. The idea 
that he was still around somewhere 
suddenly made her feel less inse¬ 
cure. The Dutchman's bulky pres¬ 
ence was quite ^assuring too. 

Pretty soon she found herself in a 
mu.sque An Indonesian 'Sheikh' 
converted her to Islam and married 
her to Muhammad Mueen Koot of 
Am.sterdam. She saw her new name 
on the nikaah register and felt good; 
Halimawati binte Col. Arthur £>]ton. 

Mr M. Koot was a strict Muslim. 
He forbade her to dance semi-naked 
in floor shows. And since his money 
order had not arrived from 
Amsterdam, she had to pay his hotel 
bills too. Once again she ran through 
most of her savings. 

A month passed. One suimy 
rnoming Catnerine Koot woke up to 
discover that the Dutch "sufi" had 
vanished—along with her jewellery 
•and cash. An empty plastic cup lay 
on the bedside Bible which suddenly 
reminded her: Only last evening her 
leam^ husband Quoted an 
American author, it was something 
to the effect that you may roam flie 
earth but a day comes when you 
realise that the world is full of 
Holiday Inns and plastic cups, and 
that you must eventuaUy return 
home.. 

Catherine KooL too, managed to 
retiun to Sydney, was aging fast 


and could only become a bus con¬ 
ductor. 

Never give up hc^: is the basic 
rule for flie stru^e for survival. 
Catherme Koot handled the bus tick* 
ets aiui wondered—Maybe at the 
next bus stop the Prince Charming... 


aja Sir Naiendranath Baipai's 
XXancestor was a poor Branmin 
astrologer who had once pleased 
Emperor Jeha^r wifli hu predic¬ 
tions and received a jagir in the 
Jamuna Vall^. The prsent Raja 
Saheb lived in his modem mansion 
in New Delhi and ran an export 
business. His son and heir; formerly 
Yiivrffl Shailendranaflijee (now plain 
Mr S.N. Bajpail had come out on a 
business tour of Japan, Southeast 
Asia and Australia. The Prince was 
not fri^tfully intelligent and 
Austrmia was the flrst White country 
he had ever visited. Therefore, he 
had gone gaw-gaw. 


One Sunday morning the 
Rajkumar decided to see the India- 
Australia Test match, studied flie 
route map and boarded a stadium- 
bouiui bus. 

The coach was full of good-look¬ 
ers—Lebanese, Greeks, Italians. 
Moon-faced Australians. But the bus 
conductor simply dazed him. 

He blinked. She smiled politely 
and ambled on. The smile encour¬ 
aged him. He remembered flie 
Indian maxim about women —Hansi 
to phasi. If she smiles, it means that 
sh<'sj;awe. He took the same bus at 
the same time every day till he suc¬ 
ceeded in intioduaW Itself as 
Prince ^lailendra of India. 

She had met a lot of young 
princes in her school in Mussoorie. 
As a former nighfelub hostess she 
could also distmguish between a real 
prince and a fake, accepted his 
dinner invitation. 

Our Rajas and Nawabs used to 
keep at least one European woman 
(ofl^ a Cockn^ barmaid) in their 
harems. Catherine Bolton nad an 
impeccable backmund. Father 
British colonel. }&ternal grandfather 
Irish peer. 

As a young widower Prince 
Shailendra was fancy-free. He pro¬ 
posed to Catherine. The following 
week she found herself in a Hindu 
ashram in Sydi^. In Jakarta an 
Indonesian sheikh had turned her 
into Halimawati. Down Under the 
Soufli Indian swami called her 
Akshandsowbhagyavati 
Rajyalakshmi ^uuaja Devijee. On 
the asram's marriage register she 
signed her new name: %ailaja Devi, 
daughter ol Col. & Mrs Arthur 
Bolton. ■ 
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^VER STORY 

SERIAL 

KILLER 

GeetaSharma m&its ManoharShyamJoshi, 
the man who brought the soap opera to India 
tvith Hum Log andBuniyaad 


IT LS WITH A RUEFUL LOOK 
on his face that he says, "I 
have been faceless as a jour¬ 
nalist and foolish as a script¬ 
writer." The lament is hard 
to digest, coming from a 
person credited with hav¬ 
ing given India its own 
genre of the desi soap 
opera with such serials as 
Hum Log, Buniyaad and 
Humranhi. 

But 64-year-old Manohar Shyam Joshi is 
serious. He feels frustrated, he says, that he 
never used his position as editor of a lead¬ 
ing magazine, Saptahik Hindustan, to 
"make a mark" by mingling with ministers, 
going on jaunts and flaunting himself in his 
magazine. Worse still, after the runaway 
success of Hum Log, instead of going into 
production, he kept accepting scripting 
assignments while the others minted 
money. 

But there is consolation yet. There is, for 
instance, his identity as a 'highbrow' 



Hindi writer with novels 
such as Kuru Kuru Swaha, 
Kasap, Haria Hercules ki 
Hairani, Humzad and Ta 
Ta Professor to his credit. 
And he has no hesitation 
about admitting that his 
television writing was noth¬ 
ing more than trash, which 
he did only to keep the 
home fires bunung. His 
real Creativity was restrict¬ 
ed to his novels. 

And yet, sitting in his spartan south Delhi 
DDA flat, where his lecturer wife, with 
maang liberally smeared with sindur, 
graciously serves you tea, Joshi doesn't 
come across as an embittered man. And as 
he holds forth in his easy, charming style it 
is easy to visualise him as the author of that 
spell-binding soap. Hum Log, India's 
longest-running television serial that told 
the story of an Indian lower middle-class 
joint family, in an urban setting. Or even as 
the writer of Buniyaad, the saga that traced 
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the history of a Punjabi family before 
and after Partition and had the entire 
country hooked. 

llien followed a string of smaller 
successes— Mun^ri Lai Ke Haseen 
Sapne, another tale of the middle^Jass 
dreams related through the endearing 
p<>rsona of Raghubir Yadav; Kakaji 
Kahin, a powerful tongue-in-cheek 
critique of Indian politics delivered 
with just the right punch by Om Puri; 
Humraahi, another middle- class saga, 
Zameen Asmaan ...the list is endle^. 

M odest as he is, Joshi says there is 
nothing great about h^ 

.scripbng. It only means following 
certain tricks and formulas of the 
trade. There Ls, he says, an 
audio-visual imagination that some 
people possess that helps them to 
remember and narrate incidents 
down to the most minute detail, be it 
the women's gossip in mohallas or a 









family hied. Then you need tfie knack 
to give your own imaginative toudi to 
stereotypical diaracters in the 
stereotypical situations that typify all 
soaps. 

Take for instance Baseshar Ram of 
Hum Log, die archetypal bad father 
who drinks and mouths obscenities. 
But then, he also has certain 
characteristics that set him apart—his 
penchant for singing Saiga! songs and 
nis grandiose dreamsthat makenim a 
lovable character and give him an 
extra ^mension. . 

For Hupi Log, Joshi recalls, he took 
a lot of the middle-class touches frcrni 
the gossip sessions that he had 
dandestinely heard and stored away 
in his mind dunng his stint as a 
journalist, when he worked night 
shifts and was in his middle-d^s 
surroundings during the day-time 


gossip hours. 

However, for the 104-episode 
Buniyaad for Ramesh Sppy, Joshi had 
to put in a lot more reseats and read 
all the possible books available to get 
the facts and datf<s about that peii^ 
right. He also had to speak to a whole 
lot of Punjabis from the capital, who 
had lived throu^ the Partition, to get 
the right kind of reminiscences to base 
his stories on. 

Ironically, while die whole nation 
stayed tun^ in episode after episode, 
to witness the unfolding fate of Laijoji 
Masterji and their clan, Joshi had his 
first bitter experience with the Mandi 
House mandarins. 

As the serial's episodes about the 
Partition began airing, the authorities 
started to hack portions and 
stubbornly refused to telecast any 
scenes which showed the resentment 


of the traditional DelhhvaOasfor the 
Punjabi refugees. The serial was, in 
fact, abruptly wound up with the last 
episode slapping a few decades and 
showing die family in the 1990 s. 

Now, however, it is time for Joshi to 
wipe out the bitter memories as 
Buniyaadis all set to be revived by 
Star Plus, on which it will be telecast at 
prime time. 

Toshi says that he had never intended 
J to become a writer. He had set out 
trom his home in Ajmer, where his 
educationist-musicologist father was 
a school principal, for Ludenow, to 
study sdence »id become a scientist. 
This, against the wishes of his family, 
whidi tho^ht he would do well as an 
engineer. Tmoughout his university 
days, he read a lot of popular science 
and even got a Rs 50 prize as Scientist 


ManoharShyam Joshi: Giving vldash/soapa dasitouch 











of Tomonow, for a write-up on'The 
Romance of die Electnins'! 

At the same tunc, he was bitten by 
the communist bug. Though he never 
became a card-can^g member of the 
party, the fact that he hung around 
with the comrades and was a 
sympathiser, provided enou^ reason 
for a police dossier to be maintained 
on him. The dossier haunted him 
throughout his career, but also 
provided him the spark to become a 
writer. 

Sitting with the comrades in a 
dhaba one day, a friend of his casually 
commented that he should be a writer 
because he "spoke in short stones". 
The comment was enough to inspire 
Joshi to hone his skills as a writer. 

But despite his success in Hindi 
literature and Hindi entertainment, 
Jashi claims that he was never the 
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"Hindi speaking type" thanks to his 
upbringing in a family that hailed 
from Almora and that was both feudal 
and anglicised at the same time. "My 
Hindi was atrocious and I was 
notorious for my spelling mistakes," 
he says, with a laugh. 

But once his short stories started 
bringing in enough to supplement his 
pocket money, J<m1u decided to take 
kis writing a little more seriously and 
began seai^ing for a guru to guide 
him. He found one in noted Hindi 
writer, Amrit Lai Nagar, who fought 
Joshi the basic rules. 

The first was a crash course to 
improve his Hindi, the second was to 
learn the basics of Khari Boll and the 
Uiird was never to shy away from 
using a dictionary or a thesaurus. 
Above all, he taught Joshi the art of 
listening to people talking in various 
dialects and reproducing them in his 
writings. 

Soon, he landed in Delhi, armed 
with a letter of recommendation tor 
Feruze Gandhi who was managing 
the Indian Express group and I^rga 
Das of the Hindustand Times group. 
"Being the braggart I was, I told them 
b( ith I could write on anything and 
everything. .,\nd both were equally 
unimpressed by my claim," says 
Joshi So he ended up writing sundry 
articles on sports and a.ssortcd sub|ects. 

TTien tolluwed short stints as a 
journalist with All India Radio, 
throu^ his second guru, Vastyavan 
Agyeya, and a lucky opening —nis 
poUce dossier notwithstanding—iu 
the Central Information Service, that 
took him to Bombay In between, there 
were innumerable instances, when 
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Joshi wrote under pseudonyms (he 
has lost count how many he wrote 
under). 

One of the more outstanding 
instances was when he dedded to fill 
in the two-year boycott of Dharamyug 
editor Dharamveer Bharati, and wrote 
wedc after week on sundry topics. But 
the lid blew off when )oshi, writing for 
the magazine under the pen name of 
Kurumanshi, wrote all the articles of 
the special i.<>.sue brought out on the 
Chinese aggression on India in 1%2, 
one weel(j^ead of its sister 
nublicatirai, fUustrated Weekly. 
The fact that the entire issue had 
articles by one person, proved to be 
the last straw and an explanation was 
sought by the management about the 
goings-on! 

Joshi, who was very much attached 
to his mother and wanted to look after 
her, his father having died early, then 
moved to ['>elhi, to take up a job as a 
journalist in Dinman, since his guru, 
Vatsyayan, had joined as editor. From 
Dinman, he got his break as editor of 
Saptabik Hindustan launched by the 
Hmdustan Times group And he 
remained here for 17 years, 
maintaining a very low profile. 

Ihc lucky break for him in 
television came in 1983 when S.S. Gill, 
the then secretary, information and 



AstHIfrom a Joshi comedy, Kaf{^Kafifn,whk:h had Om Puri in the lead 






















broadcasting, sou^t his services for 
devising a soap open to get home dw 
message of peculation control. 

"There had mot endless delegations 
before that whidihadbeen on 
countless trips to Mexico, from where 
the ins Ration for the soap came, to 
study the technique and style. But 
noting had come through. Finally, it 
was GUI and I who sat down and 
decided on Hum Log,” Joshi recalls. 
And die rest, as they say, is history. 

S oaps, sagas and serials have come a 
long way since Hum Log. And 
Jo^i does not hide his dismay at the 
current fare being dished out cm the 
innumerable dispels. "Every other 
serial these days ends with either a 
'bitdi' or hastard' or both. Our desi 
soap is becoming v/cfeshi very fast. No 
one is stopping to think of die need for 
scKially relevant wholesome 
entertainment," he laments. 

loshi attributes this change to the 
needs of the market, where the 
up-market yuppie-values-driven 
advertisers and sponsors deride the 
trends and the .selling techniques, 
which are based on me Santa Baibara 
and The Bold And Tlfe Beautiful 
model and not on the desi Hum Log 
variety. 'To me, such fare is not so 
much 'up-market' as'upasanskritf 
(alien culture)," he quips. 

For the man crowned widi the 
Onida Pinnacle Award for lifetime 
achievement and the Uptron Award 
for best serial (for Buniyaad and 
Humraahi), there is nothing new to 
watch or look forward to on television 
now. "There is a sameness pervading 
all channels," he says. 

loshi attributes this dismal picture 
to the dearth of good writers and lack 
of a clear policy about the idea of 
entertainment. "1 wish I could train 
some of our young ones in writing. 
There was a time when I had hop^ to 
start evening classes here, but my 
shuttling life between Bombay and 
Delhi has left me with little scope for 
that." 

The only saving grace, says Joshi, is 
that the audience is proving to be 
discerning enough, f^or, despite the 
trash being shown on the various 
channels, viewers have shown a 
preference for such serials as 
Mahabharat Chandrakanta, Krishna 
and the like, which showcase 
traditional values. 

Having, apparently, foreseen the 
inevitable dovmslide in tetevision 
software, Joshi had tried his luck with 
films too. His first two pioiects, with 
Ramesh^ppy, Bhrashfacnarand 
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A still from the sonal, Zameen Asmaan 

Zj/n«»n, proved to be either flops or 
nonstarters I le has also done the 
dubbing scripts ior Prohkal, and 
Kamalanasan's Appu Raja and is 
working with him on the Hindi 
munterparts of his I'amii films 
NonetJieI<“ss, joshi still sounds 


enthusiastic about his television 
proposals. Two of them—one ba.scd 
on a novel by Bhairappa, called 
Ullanuhan, on the untouchables, and 
the other on the Bhaval Sanyasi ca.se of 
Bengal where a man, given up for 
dead came back but was not accepted 


n 


by his wife and family, even after 
winning court battles to prove his 
identity—are yet to take oft. Also in 
the pipeline is a Btinii/aad type saga 
that would trace the travails of a fami¬ 
ly from east Bengal to India. 

None of Joshi's three sons , two of 
them pursuing computer studies and 
itecnnology in the US and the third, 
iH'f at a ITelhi I lolel, si*em to have 
inherited their father’s writing skills. 
But Joshi does not add that to his list 
of laments. In fact he says, both he ant. 
his wife, a lecturer in Delhi's Lady Shn 
Ram College, arc happy that their chil¬ 
dren are pursuing areas of interest 
they chose for themselves. 

And as far as he and his wife are 
concerned, Joshi sa)rs before his wife 
can get a word in edgeways that 
Iheir's is a ' happy division of 
labour"' 

And what is that precisely? Joshi 
has an explanation ready. "Well, the 
fact that tne male of the species never 
lifts a finger for the household 
choresi" ne says, in his most matter-of 
fact voice. 

Trust Joshi to live up to the arche¬ 
typal middle-class male image he has 
so brilliantly created for the small 
screen. After all, you know what they 
say about art imitating.realityl ■ 
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Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

This* is cin important 
week tor you as 
insurance, invest¬ 
ments, ioint-finances 
are definitelv on the cards. 

You should be caretui about 
your expenditUKs as they will 
mount though money does 
pour III This is also a phase 
when socialising and romance 
give you pleasure, so make 
tnc inosi of it. 

Taurus 

April 21 May 20 

^ NovemlKT will be 
; marriage lime, and 
) also the phase when 
I there is love, collabo¬ 
ration rind pailnerships on the 
c.irds Jonrnev and ceremony 
VC ill irike the spotlight, and it 
could be aboiil voursell, or 
tneiids ui relatives lint voui 
.11 live p.irtc'ip.ition m such 
siici.il gatherings is detinilelv 
toretoid 

Gemini 

Mav 21 - Jiine 20 

'I bere is ,n Uil waiting 
111 he Iompleled 
I'his IS .1 giiiiil litiie 
toi self-.issessrncnl 
I >11 tinisii olt pending wi'rk 
>i'ii should .ilsi) llnak ot new 
l\ .ivs ol doing a projei t or 
handling a fob that is assigned 
ti. Mill I earn In know people 
tor v.h.if (he. are. Health 
IUSS.1' s.’.ti guarding .Ahieak 
tnim the past is indic.iti'd. 




Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

The focus will be on 
money, socialising 
and friends all of 
which are well jjosi- 
tioned. Giildren and grand¬ 
children give joy. Your creative 
juices win flow freely and take 
you near tlie top of your cho- 
.sen profession. That seems 
cmcouraging tor the future 
also Take home disturbances 
lightly. 

Leo 

July 21 — August 21 
' There are two pre¬ 

dominant Irenas this 
wwk. The first 

__ includes journey and 

an inten.se need to go ahead 
The second ivntres round ren¬ 
ovation, decoration, alteration, 
hiiving and selling, leasing 
and financing AnomeavcMV 
from home is also in the cards. 
CcillabiiMtions will be on the 
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Vit 

AugusT 


irgo 

3 UM 22 —- September 22 

I j (Jet oH to a hisidstart 

I { , 1 s vou will nei;d 

; energy and enthusi- 
IHkLj asm to get things 
done, start a venture, go m for 
a rn.ijor enterprise or assig- 
niont Rest assured that the 
cliances ot success are excep- 
Ijonally bright, a nivr certain- 
Iv. The new moon .sharpens 
vour intellei t and hones it to 
a fine edge 


Libra 

September 23 — October 22 
A flurry ot activity 
and money and fam- 
, iJy at the end of it is 
'J the forecast for 
1 .ibrans. It is time for develop¬ 
ing new skills and taking a 
study course Venus helps you 
to K' charismatic and diplo¬ 
matic It should make tim 
aimforlahle for you Visits, 
conferena's and meets could 
lead to contacts and contracts 

Scorpio 

Octoberza — November 22 

1 Canesha claims you 
! come into your own, 
make rapid headway 
and romance, mar- 
iiage, new job, business possi¬ 
bilities loom large. Journey 
will result in .sweet s.itistac- 
tion bee ret anil open deals 
and negotiations are very 
probable The best part i.s, oth¬ 
ers will help vou and suciess 
shrajlii come easily 

Sagittarius 

November 23 — December 20 
l-'oi you also, secret 
deals iind negotia- 
tion.s aio indicated 
and gains could bi- 
Week getiiways should 




made 


reels get.|i 

be tried out this week Also 
iniporlani phone calls and tax 
should be made because thev 
could well turn the tide in 
youi tavoui. Expenses really 
sky-rocket Be willing to li.steii 
before vou finally deade. 
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BEJAN DARUWALLA 

Capricorn 

December 21 — January 19 
Game, set, match, 
Capricorn! Your cre¬ 
ativity and organisa¬ 
tional ability will be 
simply superb. A partner or a 
friend or a lover or a mate has 
an unusually brilliant .sugges¬ 
tion to make. Take it up. New 
begiiinigs are lavoured 
becau.se of a slice of luck and 
extra energy Your confidence 
should do the rest. 

Aquarius 

January 20 — February 18 

There will be oppor¬ 
tunities to make 
money, revive old 
_ contacts and culti¬ 
vate new ones. And this trio 
should put you in the driver's . 
si‘at latest by next February. 

Bui It all starts now Trv to 
avoid .my tad-like regimen for 
heallii or even personal 
progress or protessional suc¬ 
cess 

Pisces 

February 19 — March 20 

A job utter, a tern - 
per.iineiv.il triend, a 
>i( of loving .md 
l.iiighing make It a 
really rich week Do look tor- 
ward III visitors and travel 
Your tliinking will Ih’ brilliant 
U' the point of being innova¬ 
tive, and therelore, the right 
time to trv out now idea.s, 
delve into the thinktank and 
come up with something new 
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THE GOLD RUSH 

Samita Bhatia details the advantages of branded jewellery 


A t the Enchante factory off 
Uhe Delhi-Jaipur highway, 
you’ll see some very hign- 
Ltech Italian machines and 
lots—as in LOTS—of gold dust. It 
flies off a few hundred feet off the 
gold chain that passes through 
precision-transforming machines 
that give gold a supenor finish and 
glitter. 

Meanwhile, skilled hands in 
various other rooms operate 
computerised induction melting 
furnaces producing the perfect wire 
which is then bent, twisted and 
braided into some 43 designs The 
use of the Italian-style end clasps 
allow the chain to to finished in 
keeping with international quality 
standards. 

Branded jewellery is fast making 
inroads into the countrj'^'s show- 
windows If Tanishq from Utan is 
catching mople's fancy. Enchant^ is 
l^e other orand that's making its 
presence felt. The la.ter is an 
example of niche marketing at its 
best, what with the brand restricting 
itself to the manufacture of gold 
chains and bracelets to begin with, 
for those in the age group of 2.'>-35. 

But why this emphasis on 
chains? Well, the company estimated 
that of the total Rs 24,000 crore sales 
of gold in a year, 40 per cent was 
accounted for by the sale of chains! 

There are many who question the 
need for branded fewelleiy. But then, 
how many people walk out of a 
jewellery store without any 
misgivings: about the purity of the 
metal; at the manufacturing charges; 
and whether they should ^ the 
piece evaluated oy another jeweller 
instead of implicitly trusting their 
'family jeweller'? 

T hat's where brands like Enchants 
have an advantage. Buy yourself 
an Enchant^ chain and walk out of 
the shop with a pre-sealed package. 
The pre-packed chain comes with a 
certificate of ^arantee wid\ the 
puriW of gold stamped indelibly on 
the cnaln, while the weight and the 
manufacturing charges are printed 
on the package. No haggling here 
over the craftman's billl 

Commenting on his brand of 


jewellery, Chand Mehra, director. 
Enchant^ Jewellery, who has set up 
shop along with his brother Vinay 
Mehra says, "The finish of the 
product is of intcmatioivil standards 
and backed by our corporate 

S uarantee. If the product is found 
efective within one year from the 
date of purchase, the company will 
replace or repair the product free of 
cost for the buyer." 

Enchant^ has another first to its 
credit. The company has compiled a 
detailed stuc^ entitled 'How to Buy a 
Perfect Gold Cham'. This rule of 
thumb could naturally apply to any 
other gold ornament you buy. 


copper—^is common, and has 
flourished in the absence of controls. 

Says Mehra, "Many retailers go 
for it tor competitive reasons, to offer 
the product to the consumer at a 
cheaper price. At other times when 
the consumer is nor willing to pay 
them manufacturing charges to their 
satisfaction, they indulge in 
undercarating to make up for the 
price." 

A nd it doesn’t end there. Often 
the retailer wants the 
manufacturer to supply the product 
on credit, and to recover the interest 
costs, the purity of the gold is 



Mehra, like G.S. Kllai, manager 
(north) of World Gold Council, too, 
believes that hraxuiing must make a 
headway into die Indian jewellery 
market. According to World Gold 
Council estimates, Indian consumers 
have been cheated out ot an 
estimated US $1.5 billion this year by 
Indian jewellers through 
undercarating. Branding, which is 
synonymous with quality, will 
ensure that the malpractice of 
undercarating peters out. 

Undercarating—lowering the 
percentage of pure gold in the 
ornament by repladng it with less 
expensive alloys sudi as silver and 


lowered by the manufacturer. 
"Essentially undercarating creates a 
built-in Ruu-gin for all players in the 
fray—^the manufacturing sub¬ 
contractor, the manufacturer, the 
bulk wholesaler, die wholesaler and 
fina% the retailer;" adds Mehra. 

The guide published by Enchant^ 
teUs you in no uncertain terms that it 
is very important to know whidi 
manufacturer has in fact produced 
die gold chain you are about to buy. 
While most retailers will dutifully 
inform the customer that diey sell 
their own machine-made chains, "it 
is a fact that 99.99 per cent don't 
have their dudn manufacturing 




tadlity and that they an? sourcing 
their chains through manufactun^rs, 
bulk wholesalers and wholesalers/' 
the book asserts. 

Retailers are thus unable to 
control quality as they brk 
infrastructure, and in a scenario 
where lack of standards rule the 
roost in the absence of a hallmarking 
system, unscrupulous jewellers 
profit by selling undercaratage 
goods. 

Explains Mehra, "It is a fact that 
the Indian jewellery industry is 
using very primitive technologies as 
a legacy of tlie Gold Coiitml Act and 
that our jewellery is not globally 
competitive Besides, the Indian 
consumer too is being provided with 
very poor quality products." 

Adhering to international quality 
standards, the 22-r.arat chains from 
Enchante range from lightweight to 
heavy, weighing fmm 2 gm to 52 gm 
The chains start at Rs 2,0(X) and can 
j;el as expensive as Rs 50,000 or 
t>0,0(K) wiiiJe the bracelets at the 
lower end can cost as little as Rs 




1,000. The designs are a mix ot the 
new-fangled and the traditional 
Enchante has a totally integrated 
chain manufacturiiw facility set up 
on the outskirts of Delhi at a huge 
cost of Rs 20 crore. The first of its 
kind in Asia, and one of seven 
throughout the world, the plant is 
equipped with high-tech Italian 
machines on w'hidi the company has 
sole rights in India. 

hilc hand crafting has no 
substitute, Mehra clarifies that 
his brand is not compehng with this 
segment of jewellery. "They are two 


machine-made pieces do have some^ 
advantages over hand-crafted ones'' 
The hand cratted process may 
indeed yield mfinite designs, but it is 
virtually impossible to ensure 
perfection of other quality factors 
! that include punty, tensile strength, 

' shine, finish, polish, colour and 
guarantee. 

In the machine-crafted process 
on ^e other hand, the number of 
designs that can be created are 
limited depending on the number of 
machines at the manufacturer's 
disposal but the results ate perfect 
and the quality too is far superior 
♦han hand-made pattems^^^ 



Explains Mehra, "However, the 
machines, tools and R&D obviously 
don't come dheap, which is a major 
deterrent in the production of 
machine-made jewellery." 

As the number of machines 
involved in each process of crafting a 
chain—wire making, basic chain 
making, chain transformation, 
diamond cutting, end piece and 
hcKik, finishing, polishing and 
plahng- IS substantial, the cost of 
setting up an integral«*d system is 
very steep. 

Currently, most manufacturers 
have machines to craft just one or 
two segments in the total 
manufacturing process relying 
heavily on sub-cxjntractors to till the 
gaps in the production for the 
complete product. Thus the quality 
ot the product cannot be controlled 
or guaranteed as then* are far tixi 
many people involved in the 
manufacturing process. 

James Morse, director, tcHrhnical 
operations, Enchante, says, "In 
hand-crafted jewellery pieces the 
interest of the wholesalers and 
retailers am paramount—as the 
product IS being produced for them 
and asj^r the fineness specified by 
diem. Thus the same design doing 
the rounds in various jewellery 
.stom> could be of varying levels of 
puri^, as undercarating is liberally 
indulged in Enchant^ jewellery on 
the otner hand holds tne intcn*st of 
the consumer as paramount. We 
manufacture the lewellery and bring 
it to the consumer directly 
eliminating the intermcdianes ” 

As India's integration with global 
markets increases, the Indian 
consumers' exposure to international 
quality products will 
correspondingly increase and the 
time is not far when every consumer 
will demand quality. With the 
economy opening up, the future, 
says Merua, could well lie in fomign 
tnmpanies stating up jewellery 
manufacturing facilities in the 
Country to cater to the dc*mand for 
quality jewellery. 

Alternatively, foreign companies 
may start importing jewellery to 
meet thi.s demand for quality Indian 
companies will have h, counter this 
by setting up their own state-of-the- 
art icwellery manufacturing units 
pemaps in collabi>rafion with femign 
technology suppliers to give the 
consumer a quality product 

Next from Enchantd will be cuff 
links, tie pins and pendants for mer» 
while rliversification will come by 
way of 'faiubham.' a range of stiver 
jewellery. Another enchanting range 

tck fralrA r»Sa-»le fm,M ..M. *1 




ALOKANANDA ROY has had an dliMous cinter in the classical danceJbmSt ^aalfy Odissi. 

She has danced practically everyttdiere iA Indpi and toured all over U.K., USA, Eurc^, fa^ and 
Singapore. She runs her own dancing school, Omndonaloke, besides choiwgraphing a number ofdimce j 
dramas, ballets and solo recitals. Exquisii^y heOuH^l, she had at one time participated in 
Miss India contest 


W lut ia your idea of perfect 
!^ppiness7 

To livAiind work with self 
respert, dignity and love. In 
addition, possessing a fit mind and 
body as long as I live. 

What is your matest fear? 

To lose faith in myself. 

Who or what has been the 


What is your favourite 
journey? 

To the land of dance, 
music, beauty, laughter 
and happiness 


greatest influence in your life? 

My children. 

What do you dislike most in 
othen? 

Disrespect for the 
underprivileged 
What do you dislike most in 
yourself? 

Hypersensitivity and 
inmatience. 

What is your most precious 
possession? 

My willpower. 

What objects do you always 
carry? 

My smile. 

What makes you most depressed? 

Insensinve attitude towards 
child labour. 

What do you dislike most on your 
appearance? 

Familiarily breeds contempt. 

I'm so familiar with myself that I 
find fault wi^ almost everything. 
What is your favourite word? 

Tomorrow is another day. 

What is your favourite journey? 

To the land of dance, music, 
beauty, laughter and happiness. 
What is your favourite dream? 

Acultural centre for the 
handicapped and Prerana, a home 
for old prople, destitute women 
and on^ns, living as families. 
What u your hl^fanare? 

The ihou^t uwt for some 



reason beyond my 
control 1 may have to 

S 've up dancing. 

liat or who is the 
^atest love of your 

Kty children. 

Wnat is your source of 
sustenance? 

The tremendous support 
of my children, friends 
and family. 

On what occasions do 

r ou lie? 

don't tell lies, but at 
times 1 avoid telling the 
truth. 

What is your greatest 
regret? 

No regrets—1 live for 
today and tomorrow. 
What has been your 
happiest moment? 

The day I became a 
grandmother. 

What brings tears to 
your eyes? 

Any great achievement 
by any person in any 


What is your 
greatest regret? 

No regrets-^I liv^ 
for today md 
tomorrow 


field. 

How do you relax? 
Chatting with hiends 
over the phme. 

What do YOU envy most 
In others? 

Patience. 

How would you tike to 
be remembered? 

As a good human belr^. 
How would you like to 
die? 

I don't even want to 
dunk about dying right 


now. 
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Woman of 
Substance 

m The beau^ful swim* 
mer, Nafisa Ah Sodht has 
really grown up CWater 
Baby Grows Up*, 
September 22). Not in 
years because she is just 
39, but mentally, has 
truly hcmouied the crown 
she won in the Seventies 
fui Miss India by actually 
being concemea about 
s«>ciai causes. 

It's A tradition widi 
iieauty queens to mouth 
platitudes hke looking 
after the poor and work¬ 
ing for the uplift of soci¬ 
ety at beauty pageants. 

Nfahsa has .seriously 
taken up social work 
lending her ear to the 
problems of .slum 
dwellers and trying to 
improve dietr living stan¬ 
dards. This is praisewor¬ 
thy for a celebrity who 
Jives in the lap of luxury 
in her Delhi home. 

Nafisa is a kind of per¬ 
son who loves the home 
more than anything else 
and cherishes die impor¬ 
tance of family life and 
bond. 

For one who is so lov¬ 
ing and for love, it 
is natuKu diat she would 
like to ^laie it widi 
others — the less fortu¬ 


nate ones. 

Arindam Oiowdtmry, 
Calculta 

■ Thank you lor the 
cover story cm the 
Cakutta heauly, Nafisa 
Ali. 1 cannot dwik of 
anodier woman who is so 
numy things — swunmer. 
Miss India, equestriai^ 
amateur jockey, actress, 
model and Tv hostess 
moulded into one. 

For an overtly sensi¬ 
tive person like h» sexial 


work cannot be a fad. 3 k> 
must be honestly feeling 
for the pecmle. 

Nimudettdu Oukridrorty, 
epoch BWiar 

■I India produces so 
many M&s bidias but few 
of them make en impres- 
sian on the puldic mind. 
Nafisa Ali and Sushmita 
Sen are two of those noe 
personalities. Nafisa radi¬ 
ates wanndi and grace 
unpar^elec!' in her area of 
excellence. And Sushmita . 


! exudes intelligence and 
wit whkh can sweep, even 
Iwr severest crific on. 
his/her feet. To be born 
beaudfui is a But to 
diape yourselt into a 
beautinil person with the 
rij^t mixes of compas¬ 
sion, love, anger, patience 
and tolerance is a greater 
achievement. 

MdTkmtmer, 

Calcutta 

■ Nafisa Ali is one'of the 
finest products of 
women's lib in hu^. But 
she has never been a 
rebel. On the contrary, she 
has used her femininity to 
the best advantage. 
Married to Pickl^ Sodhi, 
she has not last her identi¬ 
ty But has managed to 
craft for Irerself an indi- 
vial imafx of a wife, 
mother, daughter, model, 
actress, TV perscmality, 
beauty queen and now a 
charity worker. 

K. Sttra/, 

Hoo^thf 

■ We don't mind the 
water baby growing up. 
But our psyche is yet not 
ready to accept a greying 
Nafisa. We stm cherish 
the picture of that young 
swimmer fresh and 
unspoOt. Let if be But 
way. 

ArtaMWifa, 

Cuttack 



PAGE 4 

EXERCISING HAS nothing to do with being fat 
or thin. No matter what your weight, working 
out will benefit you. 
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MEET S.T. 'VENKI, the special effects man who 
is die current craze in India's movieland. 
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LET'S GET 
PHYSICAL! 


Everyone needs to exercix; no matter 
how much or how little they tveigh. 
VaishaU Honawar examines 

the options 

IF YOU ARE YOUNGER THAN 60, WEIGH 
in at yotir normal weight, have no 
health problems and don't follow a reg¬ 
ular fitness regime because you think 


Iv 




\ 


you don't need to, try doing any one of 
diese activities: Walk up two flights of 
stairs without panting. Inflate a balloon. 
Walk a distance of two kilometres with¬ 
in 20 minutes. 

If you cannot do any one or ail of 
these and if you tire easily, you are well 
below your optimum fitness level. In 
other words, your body is not 
performing as well as it should. 

A regular bout of exercise could 
make all the difference, however. And 
you could choose from a proper 
workout at the gym to an aerobics class 
to swimming, cycling, jogging or a brisk 
walk. Even an increase in your day-to- 
day activities, like taking the stairs 
instead of the lift, stretching at the desk 





and walking during lunch 
hours can help. 

But first ut all, you need to banish 
the belief that if i.<5 only those with 
weight problems who need to exercise. 

To illustrate this point we tested 
two persons - - one male, one female 
— at the Puamal Sports and Fitness 
Centre to find out now fit they really 
were Both were close to their ideal 
weights and had no health problems, 
but the tests showed them to be way 
below their desired fitness levels (see 
boxes). 


L ack of exerci.sei;an have several 
adverse effects on the body which 
may not be immediately visible. It can 
increa.se the amount of fat m the body, 
bring down lung power and 
flexibility, cause stiffnes.s, increase the. 
risk of in|unes, increa.se bkxid 
pressure and, in extreme cases, cause 
obesit>’. 



A balanced, regular workout can keep diseases at bay 


FIT OR FAT 


Uma Golwalkar thought she would only be asked to shed a few kilos after her 

fitness test; but she was in for a surprise 


W ith Uma Golwalkar, 23, it 
was more a spirit r* 
adventure than an interest in 
fitness that made her agree to go 
through the rigorou.s, two-hour 
fitness test at me Piramal Sports 
and Fitness Centre in Bombay. 

Uma works as a marketing 
executive with a publishing nouse 
and has a fairly busy lifestyle, 
though she admits could make 
time for a fitness routine if she 
pashed herself a wee bit. “But then 
I'm iust too lazy," she laughs. 

^e lives alone in the city and has 
an irregular diet. Breakfast Ls 
usually wtis and subzi and dinner 
is the same, with lunch at work 
being anything from a sandwich 

f rabrnd in a hurry to a greasy 
iryani. She admits to having a 
sweet tooth which she indulges 
with chocolate. 

Uma is in perf^ health and 
believed all me would be told after 
the fitness test was that she needed 
to knock off a few kilos. Surprise, 
surprise. 

Ine test carried out at the 


Piramal ^xirts Medicine Centre 
showed her tobe well under her 


optimum fitness level with a 
higher content of fat than normal 
and extremely poor stamina and 
aerobic capacity. In an older person 
this could mean bad news for the 
heart, though Uma is too young to 
worry about fiurt. 

After the preliminary pulse and 
heart rate tests,. Uma was tested for 
lier body composition—the most 
important parameter in fitness. 
Says Anar Shah, manager at 
Piramal Sports Centre, “The body 
composition is what really tells you 
how fit you are, more tfian your 
wc^t or any other parameter." 

The test, carried out on 
bioelectrical equipment, shows the 
percentage of water and fat present 
in the body. l.,ean tissue or muscle 
tissue is 71 to 75 per cent water 
while fat tissue is 14 to 22 per cent 
water. In Unia's case, 47 per cent of 
her body weight oompri^d water 
—just a little under me average of 
50 to 60 per cent. 

The p^centage of fat in her body 
was 34 per cent—mud\ above die 
average of ^ to 26 per cent lor a 
female her age. Uma's aerobic 
score of 130, determined through a 


step test where she was made to 
step up and down a 12-inidi'high 
Stool was rated as very poor ai^ 
her cardio-respiratory function or 
hmg capacity was found tobe 
below average. Her total body 
fitness levd was rated as poor. 

Various muscle groups inher 
body were tested for penrfbrmarfcce 
and while Uma's abdominal 
musdes and leg muscles seemed to 
dojust fine, her mriscle power was 
onw 50 per cent vdiile her upper 
bcN^ strengOi was zerol 
Snah pointed out that most 
women do tend to ha ve weak 
upper bodies. Wei^t training can 
hdp diis but Siah rat there was no 
immediate need for Uma to 
concentrate on that part at the 
moment. Uma, 167.5 ems taU, 
and weidiing 66 kgs was told to 
knock on seven to nine kgs. 

T o lose dlls in three monfiu' 
time, i.e. 91 dayi^ she would 
have to follow a sustained 
dietary/exercise programme 
designed to hdp her lose 0.7 
pnweek. Iheexerdse programme 
Shah designed fiM'Uma does not 




Of course, (me canimot say dut 
everyone who doesn't work out is 
unfit. But, as Dr Kinjal Suratwala, 
consulting physician at the Piramal 
Sports and Fitness Centre says, 

"He/she will certainly be missing out 
on that extra bit of health and vitality 
that a good fitness regime can give. 
The fact that Indians lead a very 
sedentary lifestyle contributes to our 
lack of fitness. You'd find Westerners 
on holiday walking a lot or even 
working out at a gym, but our people 
tend to take it easy aO the time." 

Civilisation has further slowed us 
down, says Anar Shah, manager of the 
Piramal Sports and Fitness Centre. 
Thenigh man's bcxly was meant for 
movement, most jobs today can be 
accomplished without one having to 
push one's body too hard. In the cities, 
problems like pollution and stress 
iurther affect one's fitness level. 

"Our grandparents and parents 
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Shaping up at the gym 


requirehertogotothegym.fi 
intaudes 20 minutes of exerdse 
thrice a week, mort of it aen^ 
activity such as bri4( walkb^ 
gigging, cycling or swinunmg;. 

To improve ^ flexibUity and 
lung power, Unn was 


safe level she was to 

maintain a daily dietary intake (rf 
1300 kcal going to a nuodmum of 
ISOOkcaiaday. 

Ihe bad news for Uma was that 
sweets were ottf as were fatty 
fMids. A large of flukib was 


would have climbed the stairs to their 
homes, we take the lift; they walked 
down to the .store to buy gnxeries, we 
order it on phone; they did a great deal 
of the housework themselves, we 
employ a ran^ of modem gadgets for 
our smallest mores," says ^ 

As she points out, the maidservant 
working in your house might be far 
more fit than you are simply because 
.she does much more physied labour! 

The most common mistake people 
make is assuming that if they wei^ 
normal, their bodies are fit. But when 
it comes to fitness, weiglit is no 
parameter to go by. The determining 
factor here is me ratio of (at to muscle 
in yourbcxly and es'en an 
underweight person could have more 
fat in his /her body than mu.scle! And 
excess fat can place a great strain on 
the heart. 

A regular, balanced workout, by 
increasing your aerobic capacity, can 
strengthen ynur heart. It ran also slow¬ 
down the oiLset of several diseases, 
increase your stamina, reduce stres-s, 
improve digestion, push up the 
efficiency of your brain by as much as 
15 per cent and reverse the ageing 
process to some extent 

Says Shah, "If you were to start a 
fitness programme today, your btxly 
will be younger next year though 
chronologically you'll be older!" 

Also, ailments such as heart disease, 
diabetes, high blood pressure and 
obesity are all directly linked to your 
level of fitness and a regular workout 
can kivp these at bay. It could also 
•slow down the onset of degenerative 
di.seases such as arthritis and 
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NandanFattisc^rm’mlim this couni; 


N andanfW,35,nin&»al0i«iA, 
B^odiay buHoikdtf a Bfesiyle 
thatwiw&omaadeiitwtv HetoiDS 
ui th^inaitaataxtaiBnd 
footb^ or otidaBl «v«iy 
’"d«peiikfln;^[[^'^ aeaMo.** 
Nandao dodWt amolqr or 4ilok 
andiavervdiet'<XHiseloua He 
avoids too nwAy £usy fiKKibiand 
svreeto aitd eats ine«|u8t one* i 
sveek. Not sui|nistog tfken, hele 
only lligjhiJy ovc9nvci^-~ 
"almost iiedjgB>}y so/'says Anar 
^udi Aidhlsfitnetolrin^tttoiitil^ 
bdknv ideal, was not as kr«r<a8 
Uma's 

The tests Nandan watt tfuoo^ 
were toe wane as dwee fttf Uma 
After die pidse and heart-rate tests 


noneth^ess 

tafiMSHvtttyjtoor Thebesiwsydr 
ehai^yiiwK’iiiaotd^ 

md iftcy 

tto aenc^ssttiiKHit 
tt^yoarsttlsezirteaftertoe 
ytoi*oia&v«gyh^to<x« np ai^ 
to yoiw Was^lWKn rats^ tt aiie^ 
yott ototti)^ as your heart has to 
Witth toot imitBlbwdkr to 
bkiod whan ]poii rtramyourseffi tor 
toeworftoUi 

"Nandtet/sease ifluserateatoe 
toiportanceof an omaB wgdtout 
fttt toe body/'says 9)ah "IBs 
training m toe martud arts has 
helped develop his muscles but not 
done muto for his ^adSovascular 
system and hutgA to his poor aoore 


s w if fo ti fcA iiiiai M iit t aw 

NtotdbahirSMtsI^^ 

. safoSiiitoaraerttofoafetodtotoiSt 

w ufh . 

^A^'hsTdaleMufy 
«l«,hicdostot‘|iit«a0Hfiaed 
adtort^sfon^to^^ i«ys 
SMtt Sh6 ahn Ativtoetf 
do a fowhceididhg 
tote to Ms htoa po^ 

ftontom*«lMMtt) tosmio^ 
odcidMed atlSQ^Ioi^ 
toe exaeti toitotot ita oonrisfenl 
levtd ha was advfosd afdato^ httsjw 
nme^ foostt l^imad to ld06 kcsl. 
Shot aitodsed hfondan to cottfinae 
tostay oft too mudt sugar and folty 
food 

itor Nandanhimaeli^ toe fitness 




Nandan ftotn. 35: He scored average to tiw fttnaas test wMte ilw aarobto eapai% faat rated Mm poor 


came toe body con^xisition test 
whidh showed Kim tohave22 per 
otett tot tissue-<->-0017 three per emit 
higher than toe aven^ oils to 19 
percentfotamanhisage Nandan 
had just toe in^ht amount of water 
tissue—le 59peroentpfhisbody 
wei|M 

rniifo hfo martial atfo tmitung 
healed Nandangeian average 
scorn mi toe overaB fitftess hts 

aerobic capacity gauged torou^ 


m toe aerobic capaotv test 
illubtrates " 


I n toe musje-stmu^ tests 
Nandan scored ]00 per cent on 
most counts, agam toanks to hts 
training m toe martial arts His 
flextoihiy too was rated as fouly 
good Nandan'swe^twasfouhd 
tob<>6Z^l^—fiisttwotoiourhgs 
owrhisid^^ we^ht—and he was 
advised to execdse toilca a week. 


tert was an exdbim ai^ educative 
venture "While I nave bemi to a 
gym before, 1 have always fotaid 
toe en^ihasis tube eMwe on toe 


ofhtnesi^"heaaid "Cfothetetoe 
appiQsdhw forifwmsdstod^ 
hence iMuto mote ciedftile 

And wiBlto fofiowhlsntov 
easrdseiegfoteddi^^^ 
cootaer ’ 
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osteupoiuKi.s and reiiucc or lin\it the 
damage they cause to the body 

I I all these reasons aren't enough to 
gel you started, remember fitness 
can be a great naicissislic pursuit. 
There's always that liny paunch that 
ntvds to he irt>ned out or that little bit 
of tJab c*n the hips or thighs tliat needs 
to b<' worked on. Plus, after a good 
workout, your skin will glow, your 
hair will shine and your body will 
have a w'ondcrfully firm and trim 
look. And you needn't worry about 
losing more weight than you have to 
because muscle wngh.s more than fat 
and a regular, balanced workout 
increa.ses the proportion of muscle m 
the body. 

Regularity is, however, the most 
impoi lant part of any fitness regime. 
Working out in fits and bursts will 
simply not do. "Total commitment is 
very important," says Shah "To 
develop a body that will work well for 
you, you have to work very hard 
yourself." 

The benefits of a workout la.sl 48 
hours and not exercising for long 
periods of time can send you right 
back to square one, So it is important 
to work out at least thrice a week, for 
20 minutes at a stretch. 

This workout should ideally 
combine a warm-up to prepare your 
body for the exercise, followed by ah 
aen^ic workout fliat could be 
anything from jogging to cycling to a 
brisk w^k. Then would come 
stretching exercises to improve the 
flexibility of your muscles and undo 
any damage that the brisk aerobic 
workout might have caused. And last 


but most important would be a few 
coolmg-down exercises to bring your 
pulse rate back to normal. 

Breathing exercises, done for three 
to five minutes a day. can work 
wonders tor your lungs and heart. In 
case you are interested in 
strength-training to build up your 
muscle power, you should go m for a 
monitored workout at the gym. 

Remember, fitness is different 
things to different people and you 
have to choose what is right for you 

TATatchmg your diet can also help. 

VV No matter how much you 
weigh, cutting down on salt, sugar, 
red meat and fat, drinking plenty of 
water and consuming more complex 
carbohydrates can work wonders for 
the body. Diet and fitness go 
hand-in-hand and one cannot work 
without the other. But don't expect 
overnight results. 

You will have plenty to smile about 
if you stick to your routine for .some 
time, as Maithib Salvi, 28, found out. 
When Maithili joined the gym, she 
was only four kgs over her ideal 
weight. "Everyone else I met in the 
gym was fat and wanted to know 
what I was doing there!" she laughs. 
But Maithili was determined to 
whittle down an obstinate paunch and 
today, a year later, has reaped several 
benefits apart from an enviably flat 
stomach. 

"I have become more 
nutrition-consdous and my stamina is 
up several times from what it used to 
be," she says. "The paunch has 
disappeared and best of all, I have this 
wonderful muscle tone." No need, to 


ask if she's plannmg to carry on with 
her one-hour-thrice-a-week routine. 

Unfortunately, not many others 
think like she does. Rovena D'Souza, 
chief aerobics instructor at 
Talwalkar's gymnasium, says, "Most 
people drop out of fitness 
programmes once their targets have 
been achieved. Tlie concept of 
maintaining oneself and keeping up a 
level of fitness just doesn't seem to 
enter most Indian minds." 

But on the positive side, she adds, 
fitness is beginning to attract more 
and more followers today, and not just 
the overweight kind. "Most people in 
our aerobics class are probably just a 
couple of kgs overweight and are 
there because they want a shapelier 
body or more stamina," she says. 

Stamina is certainly the greate.st gift 
that a good fitness regime can give 
you. From the overweight to the 
underweight, anyone who takes up a 
fitness programme swears that 
exerdse hdps curb tiredness, keeping 
one fresh right to the end of the day. 

And the best news i.s, exerase is 
good at any age. Shah feels that a 
regular exerdse programme should 
be started as early as possible, in 
childhood itself, and points out that it 
IS between the ages of 25 and 35 years 
that one has to be most watchful 
"because this is the mos' degenerative 
phase in one's lite span." 

But even if you're well past that 
stage, there's still a great deal you can 
gain from a programme suited to your 
age and body. Remember, it is never 
too late to start ■ 
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A WHIFF OF HEAVEN 

You can sample itforfree at La Parfumerie, the Bombay outlet that helps you 
choose the right scentfor you. Vaishali Honawar reports 

C hoosing the perfume that I the next time you go abroad you wi 

smel^ust right on you *-^i.. 

coulcrve the most difficult 
job on earth. And the 


C hoosing the perfume that 
smel^ust right on you 
coulcrve the most difficult 
job on earth. And the 
limited — almost non-existent— 
choice one has in India can make the 
search all the more exasperating. 

But those days could well be gone 
forever now, thanks to La Parfumerie, 
a unique store in Bombay where one 
cansample—free of charge—30 
different perfumes from France Here, 
you imght come across the scent you 
always dreamed of but never really 
could find 

Unfortunately, though, you cannot .*’*■ " 

buy the perfume here—only discover 

it. But as Bchroze Sabatier, one of the ,• - 

brains behind this venture points out. 

You can sample ail these French perfumes at La Parfumerie wtthout having to pay 



. r'.-au. s 


the next time you go abroad you will 
know exactly what to pick up for 
yourself. Or if you know someone 
who lives abroad, you could ask them 
to bring you the perfume when they 
visit India. 

La Parfumerie was set up by 
Sabatier, her husband Michel Sabatier 
and Ashok Kurien to make the Indian 
consumer familiar with a wide range 
of international perfumes For the first 
few years the store will be run as a 
no-profit venture with Sabatier saying 
that they will not sell any perfumes 
“as one cannot import perfumes intf» 
India" Whatever they earn will go 
towards creating other, similar outlets 
in major cities of the country 

“In F-urope one can w'alk into a shop 







Bdhroze Sabatier of La Parfumerie 

selling perfume and try out all those 
available before making a dioue. We 
felt that India too needed a place 
where one could sample different 
internahonal fragrances," says 
Bchroze 

And there is a fairly wide range to 
sample at La Parfumenc. Perfumes 
from Oscar de la Renta, Yves Saint 
Laurent. Cartier,.5alvador t)ali. Van 
Clecf &. /\rpels and such scents as 
Jacomo are among the brands one can 
try out here. 

In the coming months Sabatier 
plans to include five more brands, 
including a Spanish one, and umpteen 
more perfumes. She even plans to 
introcluce skincare products by Ingnd 
Millet, 

For the brands displayed here, this 
is a unique promotional exercise. F,ach 
brand pays for its showcase and 
supplies La Parfumerie with samples 
of its perfumes and beautifully crafted 
blotters on which one can try out the 
scents. 

"All the brands have been very 
happy with the response to La 
Parrwerie. In fact, Yves Saint 
Laurent sent down a perfume expert 
some lime back to train us." says 
Sabatier. Earlier this month, the 
chairman of Salvador Dali came to 


Bombay to introduce to [,a Parfumerie 
the latest unisex fragrance from Dah, 
called Dalimix 

F or Sabatier herself, the project is a 
labour of love. "The world of 
perfumes is magical: and every 
perfume has to be a dream," she says, 
aie finds it a challenge then to help 
every person, male or female, who 
walks into the store to chixjse the 
perfect fragrana* The staff at La 
Parfumerie is fully trained to help 
visitors choose the perfume that suits 
them most. 


There is a visitors' book where 
visitors are asked to enter their 
comments A mailing list is 
maintained and every time a new 
fragrance is introduc^ that might be 
what a particular visitor was looking 
for, he/she is sent a sample of it. 

"Often 1 find that men .sample all 
the male perfumes we have but settle 
for a female one as they find it more 
suitable," says Sabatier, pointing out 
that perfume >s a very .strong pointer 
to one's personality "A pertumecan 
tell you a lot of tilings about the person 
weanng it, sh>. say.s. Conversely, it - 
can also create an image for th»’ person 
wearing it 

And if you thougi.t that il \v as only 
the rich and the beautiful who 
indulged in lux Lines .sui’h .*.•• perfume, 
Sabatierhas a siirptise lui 'X'u ' li 
usually p^’i->ple belony.nj; (o tie* 
middle-classMv .md tin- wurkute, 
classes, and a lui ot students v.-Iui 
walkinhcro. shesays ' .\t id its quite 
amazing ti> find how kniiwlc-dgedbie 
.some of the rusuimers are at>oul the 
vanoas pet fumes which are not even 
available htTe'' 

But whether vou are one of lho.se or 
not. if you're in se.irch ot a whill of 
heaven you might w'ant to visit La 
Parfumerie ■ 
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Thf nrurol li' is the one who htdrs his dreams from himself, the average man is the 
one who hides his dreams hvm others, the artist is the one who feels compelled to 

make his dreams puhln 


—Otto Rank 



Ati extract 
from 
Ranjana 
Harish’s 

attemftt to 
dociimetU the 
female 
tradition of 
autohiographv 
irriting in 
India 


Extracted from 
Thf Tionalf Footpnnts 

By 

Ranjana Harish 
JHtblished by 
SterUng Publishers 
Private Limited 
Price Rs250 


n autobiography is goncrally taken 
to be the gospel trutn set in glittei- 
ing words of gold .an artefact of 
self-prai.se The basic truth is 
wnter's own need,' so writes Amnta 
Pntam in her autobiography What 
was her need then? Wny did she 
write her autobiography when 
whatevei happened in ^>er life had 
already found its way into her cre¬ 
ative writing? In her 'Prologue' she 
answers this uuestion by saying, ' 'I 
thought I mignt write a few 
line.s—something to complete the 
account book of my life and at the 
end, seal it with a revenue stamp as 
it were " When she had talked to 
Khushwant Singh of her plan to 
write an autobiography she recol¬ 
lects, he had said jokingly, "What is 
there lo your life. ? Just an incident 
or two . you could use the back of a 
revenue stamp to write it " He had 
perhaps chosen a revenue stamp tor 
it as it IS the smallest one in size. 

Yes, right, thou^t Amnta, if she 
could not write her story on the 
back of a revenue stamp, she could, 
atlcast sea] the truthful account of 
her life with a revenue stamp, a rev¬ 
enue stamp which signifies me 
truthfulness of the document. 

The only daughter of Raj Bibi 
and Kartar Singh, Amnta was 
taught to be truthful, fearless and 
honest nght from her young years 
Both her paa’iits, who were teachers 
by profession, ha'd lived an honest 
life, honest to the extent of being 
criticised by their conimun'ty Rai 
Bibi was marned when quite young 
to a .soldier who was reportco miss¬ 
ing before Ra> Bibi could set up a 
home with the man. The lonely 
woman had taken up a job to sup¬ 
port herself and had lived a 
widow's life. Nand badhu had 
already renounced ancestral proper¬ 


ly and worldly life and had become 
a sadhu' when he happened to 
meet Ra) Bibi in the temple of her 
village. When he realised that he 
had developed some special feelings 
for Raj Bibi and that she too had the 
same typo of feeling fur him he 
behaved honestly. Shedding oft the 
hypocratic social norms, Nand 
Sadhu discarded his saffron clothes 
and became Kartar Singh In the 
mid.st oi severe criticism and strong 
opposition the couple got married 

AfU-r 10 years of their marnage a 
daughter w'as born to Raj Bibi They 
called her Amnta The father, who 
was a poet himself, wanted to see 
his daughter grow into an honest 
fearless poet. He taught her to 
respect the written word and was 
rather strict w'ith her so tar as disci¬ 
pline was concerned No loose page 
was ever to be found on the floor of 
their house If by chance there were 
some such page, the child was to 
treat it with respect, pick it and 
place it properly. Putting one's foot 
on any printed paper was out of the 
question in that household. Amnta 
gives the credit for her love and 
respect for words to her father, who 
sowed such thoughts in her mind 
when she was a little child. 

A striking trait of Amrita's per¬ 
sonality had been her truly secular 
outlook even in her personal rela¬ 
tionships Though a daughter of 
deeply religious Sikh parents she 
never had a narrow, intolerant atti¬ 
tude to her fellow men. The roots of 
this attribute of her personality, she 
thinks, lav in her father's outlook. 

As a child she had witnessed her 
father pmtesting against her grand¬ 
mother's discriminatoiy treatment 
to his Muslim friends. There were 
three tumblers specially kept apart 
to be used while serving but- 
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termilk to his Muslim friends. Little 
Amrita formed a team with her 
father to fight against such discrimi¬ 
nation by me old woman. "The 
three tumblers became a 'cause' for 
me, and we put up a fight with 
grandmother, I was adamant. I 
would not drink from any other 
tumbler but one of those," recalls 
Amrita. Finally her revolt succeeded 
and "thereafter, not a single utensil 
was labelled 'Hindu' or 'Muslim 
How strange that after many years 
of the death of all the three elderly 
people in her life, her mother, father 
and grandmother, the men who 
entered her lift were all to hail from 
the same faith for which the old 
woman had branded utensils and 
against which little Amnta had put 


up a strong protest! All the three 
men in her life —Sahir, Saj)ad and 
Imioz — were Muslims. 

Her father wanted to see the girl 
«ow into a poet. He taught her 
mythm and rhyme and »l the basics 
of poetry and encouraged her to be 
imaginative. Little did he know, 
then, that the child wa much more 
imaginative, than what he thought 
her to be. At night the father insisted 
that the girl say her prayer aloud, 
not skipping a single word of it, 
before going to bed He explained to 
the child that saying prayer would 
build a strong fort around her, allow¬ 
ing no entry, m the comfort of which 
she could sleep safe and sound But 
the little one had her own problem. 

If she built a strong fort around her 


Amrita Pritam: Trying to complete the account book’ of her life 



how could her playmate, Ranjan, 
come in her dreams to play with 
her? She decided to .skip some 
words, thus leaving some holes ft 
Ranjan to enter the fort. But the 
father was equally smart, he did i 
allow her to skip a single word, a 
if she did, he made her say the 
whole prayer all over again. 
Realising that there was no gcttii 
away with such a prank the imag 
native child had a new plan. Whj 
not call Ranjan in before saying I 
prayer and building the fort? Afti 
forty years of these childish pran 
Amrita tells us that the trick she I 
invented as a child worked well 
throughout her life.Aiound her 
many forts were built and demol 
ished, but she had always manag 
whatever she would to get eame 
Within the fort there always had 
been a few genuine friends to coi 
fort and protect her 

When Amrita was 11 her mot 
died. She was a religious girl wh 
prayed to God wilh her heart to. 

her mother's life; still her mothei 
died .This experience turned the 
child into a non-believer. She rec 
how bitterly she had cried on he, 
mothe-'s death and had hidden 
dned up chappatis made by her t 
them bit by bit as long as she coi 
"Like a thief, came my sixtec 
year, my sixteenth year has been 
txjrd Indira's work, invading tht 

S of my childhood...life tool 
rent meaning. It was the 
bemnning of the uneven road of 
with all its ups and downs." thu 
recalls Amrita of her entry mto a 
lescence. She started pouring hei 
mysterious longings on the pape 
But she would destroy every sin 

S iem as she knew well that her 
ther would not like to see her i 
gious daughter turning romantic 
But how long could she control 1 
adolescent stirrings? She fell in I 
with her favourite poet, Sahir 
Ludhianvi She was so madly in 
with the man that in 1957, when 
got the Sahit}'a Akademi Award 
posed for the press, .she went on 
scribbling Sahir's name absentm 
edly It was only after the pressn 
departure that she realiseci what 
blunder she had committed; witl 
great auixicty she waited for the 
day's newspaper making her he 
seemt public. Thank God, the ca 
eramen were not so detail-orient 
in their photography. She heave 
sigh c/f relief. 

But the poet's secret can nev 
remain a secret; it flows into his 
creative writing most .spontaneo 
In addition, Amrita was one wh 
didn't care to be secretive, she 







uC\l€ved in bcnng hoiu'st tn tlu- ron*. I 
Though Sjhir could uoi a«.ct'pt hor j 
ortenng i>f iovr m the iv.ty sno 
cieMrc'd, lh*-y dul icin.iin gi'od 
Iriends She did ttvich hcr'iclt smok¬ 
ing to tivi his prcst'im- hv using (ho 
butt.-. oJ ills cig.iii'tti's 111 the jshtfay. 
She leogi-d to h.ivi' .1 child by him 
.iiid vlid' not he^il.ito IP. Admitting hot 
l.iiig!'-g til ht'i Ini.'nds who otlen 
ox}iti-;.st'U ‘■urprisi, about how hor 
ou ,1 -on to.'kinl liki.">ahii Onco 
w’loi'i Rajindi-i “singh Bodi askod hor 
whcthoi Sahir was tho tathoi ot hor 
•son. ‘.ho h.id'lfco guts to toll him that 
ih« siorv w,i-. 'cOTioct imaginatively, 1 
iiitorto.! l.iriiia'.lv ' l.von when hor 
.soil ■.'ontroiitod hor with the question 
stio told hiri limv she lot) vvi.shod ho 
wi-rt' S.ihi.f's son, she told him about 
hor iiifatuatiiin w'lth Sahir frankly 
Her pen Joosn'l ht.silaio in tolling us 
that she had a norvous breakdown 
when she n-aJ about Sahir's alfaii 
with some other woman I lor love 
wa.s v.'astod over a man who did not 
really dppioi'i.ito it 

About this lone came Sajiad in 
hor l;ti‘ By llien, she had a daughter 
and .1 son He too was a married 
man and had a .son Thoir relation¬ 
ship '.‘••as intense and poetic. After 
her moving to IX-hrauun from 
Pakistan the politnal barriers made 

Satiir Ludhianvi: Adored by Amnta 
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their meetings and corm.spondence 
almost impu.ssible for many years. 
Yet, whenever he got a chance he 
would write to her. 

Imroz, SIX years junior to her, 
brought an emotional security to her 
life He brought the woman within 
her, who was lost under the layers of 
writerhood, to the foretront. Aninta 
Pritam lecalls that only three lime.s 
did the woman within her, whom 
■she had taught to accept the .sec¬ 
ondary rok*, assort herselt over the 
writer One of those three times was 
when Imroz had dipped his brush 
into the red paint and dabbed a 
mask on her torehead, w'hile wiirk- 
ing over his canvas; at that moment 
the writer within her had moved 
aside and had honoured the woman 
to haw her rightful place. 

Arnrita lot>ks on herselt primarily 
as a writer, an honest, truthful 
writer, and not as a v/oman. No fem¬ 
inine re.serve or conflict could be 
traced in her autobiography Then' is 
no shying away from the realities of 
life, specially her love-life, or guilt 
for having lived unconservatively 
Unlike many women autobiogra- 
phers she avoid.s the talk of her mar¬ 
ried life almost altogether Only onco 
docs she mention her husband and 
tells us that he had eczema, while 
parting Irom him in 1%4 she told 
nim that now his eczema would be 
cured and to everybody's surprise 
her words came true. Her children 
and their partners also do not occu¬ 
py much space in her narrative. She 
mforms us of their lives only as 
much as it is necessary. No feminine 
doting over the family matters is 
found ill her autobiography which 
reminds one of the aulopioeraphcrs 
like Kamaladevi Chattopadhvay 
(198f)) and Shoilabala Das (l‘i5h), 
who too, like Amnta Pritam, stand 
apart from the mainstream of 
women's autobiography in this 
respect. 

One noticeable fact about 
Amrita's autobiogtaphy is that 
despite her open-minded, unorllio- 
dov outlcKik towards love and life, 
and her guiltless desciiption of per¬ 
sonal relationships outside the orbit 
of marriage, she doesn't shed oft the 
typical feminine hesitation to talk 
about herself .is a body Sex does not 
figure in her works Her truth 
addict' pen expresses her body's 
experiences delicately, suggestively 
and poetically- -sometimes througn 
her di earns, which form a fascinat¬ 
ing part of her narrative, while other 
times with poetic images. Her pen 
has .Is own way of handling the 
Inith, a way, much feminine and 
pcH'lic. Her pen must keep her com¬ 
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pany even on her last journey, this is 
Amrita's last wish 

Defining an autobiographer's 
role Amnta wnte.s. The writer of 
the autobiography invites the reader 
to his hou.se beyond the threshold of 
normal constraint And comprornrse 
with the truth is an insult. not to the 
invited, but to the one extending the 
invitation " In fifnc.ss to her views 
on an autobiographer's role she tells 
hor readers, hor honoured guests, 
the unadulterated truth of her life, 
and giving a htle like The Revenue 
Stamp to her narrative, seals off the 
proceeds from her dreams with a 
mark of authenticity. 

EXCERPTS FROM: THE RIVENUF. 
STAMP BY AMRITA PRITAM 

RESURRECTING TIME 1%0 

T his is the saddest year like a tom 
page from the calendar of my life 
Having taken a decision, mv mind 
had kept over the threshoW, yet 
tremblingly I did not know which 
way to go. 

[ had just about stretched my 
hand to pick up the phone to pul a 
trunk-call through to Sahir, wnen I 
was flabbergasted at finding myself 
glaring at a page in Blitz. It olared 
forth the news—supported by a pic¬ 
ture of his and his newly found 
friend My hand stood suspended in 
the air inches away fnim that dial; 
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my inentiil slate corresponded to 
that ol (.)scar Wilde's. 

I determined to commit suicide. 

At lei a time that evil mood passed 
away, and I made up my mind to 
live, but to we.ir gloom as a king 
wears purple, nevei to smile again, 
to turn whatever house I entered 
into a hou.se of mourning, to make 
niv friends walk slowly in sadness 
with me.. 

Some people advised me to forget 
all this It was ruinous advice. It 
would mean—the beauty of the sun 
and moon, the music of daybreak 
and the silona* of great nights, the 
rain falling through the leaves, or the 
dew creeping over the grass and 
m.iking il silver—would all K- taint¬ 
ed for me. to deny one's experience 
IS to put a lie into the lips of one's 
own life. It is no less than a denial of 
the soul. 


It was still vacillating in my 
friend.ship for Iitmiz 'My saddest 
ver.se belongs to this year I vividly 
rt'tall a weird dream I had. I was sit¬ 
ting in a moving train Opposite me 
was an aged man with flawing, 
piercing eyes 1 kept turning over the 
pa^es of my book as he began to 

"Have you over .sceti a black 
m,se?" 

■ A black nise? 1 don't think I 


have!" 

"A path from the next wayside 
station leads to a small village. I 
know of a rose garden there with a 
few red roses, a few white...but the 
rest of the vast field is full of deep 
black ones..." 

"Really!" 

“Do I appear reliable enough to 
you, or do I not?" 

"Have I said anything that 
makes you ask that question?" 

"^^Id you like to see that rose 
garden with your own eyes?" 

"I was wondering whether I 
could ..." 

"There is a myth about it..." 

"And that is...?" 

"Should you make up your 
mind. I'd rather relate the story there 
itself." 

"Sure." 

We got down at the next station. 
Picking our way along a fairly long 
half-beaten track, we discovered to 
our dismay that no transport was 
available But eventually, we got to 
the place we had set out for. Such 
winsome beauties I had never before 
imagined could exist anywhere in 
the world. There was a bright red 
patch; there was also a milky-white 
one, but what melted the sij 5 ht was 
acre upon acre of deep black blooms 
melting into the horizon. 

"And now the story..." 

'A fair lady, so at least goes the 
legend, was pure of heart and...as 
j pure of soul....One day, he whom she 
loved, decked her hair with a 
dama.sk ruse, and she wrote and 
sang sweet and soft airs 

'The course of true love did not 
nin smooth, and the lady spent the 
rest of her life thinking about what 
makes things go wrong And verse 
after ver.se .she wrote from the 
depths of her broken heart 

' ‘Only those who have felt deep 
pain can understand the sUftenngs 
of others. Mergmgherself m tliqt gen¬ 
eral suffering, she continued to write 
of depths unfathomed." 

"And then what happened’" 

"She died., and was buried here. 
And tlien as if by magic, three 
roses—one red, one white, and one 
black—came forth Irom her grave! " 

"Strange. ..Incredible!" 

■ The bu.shes kept getting bigger 
and bigger. Not a soul was around to 
bud or prune them, .no one to water 
them. Yet Iney kept growing till the 
rose garden you see, took shape.. " 

"Oh!And what have people to 
say to that?" 

"They say the red bUxmis shot 
up fmm the luve-poems; the black 
ones from those ol pain, and the 
ones she wrote out of compassion 


for all, were milky-white..." 

A shiver went right thiou^ me. 

I brought myself to ask: "And will 
you not tell me your name?" 

"My name? Er...well, call me if 
you must...'nme." 

"Time! How's that? How can 
you be digging out of me the story 
of iw own life?" 

Time's smile and my own shiver 
then woke me up from my sleep... 

And I wrote; "When you cannot 
fill the goblet of night with the nec¬ 
tar of life: when you cannot taste the 
honey life offers you, you cannot call 
it tragedy. 

"Tragedy is, when the silver plat¬ 
ing peels off and the contents of the 
bowl turn poisonous and penetrate 
into your imagination. 

Tragedy isn't, when fate cannot 
read the address of the one you love, 
and so your life's letter goes undeliv¬ 
ered. 

"Tragedy is, when you write 
your life's letter to your love and 
you yourself go and lose his address. 

'‘Tragedy isn't when social and 
the other ties strew the long road of 
your life with thorns cind nettles, 
and your feet bleed sorely. 

'Tragedy i.« when with sorely 
bleeding feet you stand where no 
p.'thway ofiens before you. 

"And tragedy isn't when you 
keep covering the shivering cold 
form of your love with ragged 
verse." 

Towards the end of that year, I 
underwent treatment at the psychia-, 
trist's ...really to gel to know myself. 
I read the standard books on psy¬ 
chology At the instance of the psy¬ 
chiatrist, I put down on paper, to the 
extent I could, all my dreams...some 
of which I still remember. 

1 stand on the top of a tower, all 
by myself, talking to the pen I have 
in hand, "Will you always be with 
me? Always?" 

Suddenly, stimeone clutches my 
hand. 

"You're an illusion Let go of my 
hand!" Sternly I command and 
breaking myself free, flee down the 
sl..r 

No matter how fast I swed, the 
stairway goes on and on. Down and 
farther down 1 go, gasping for 
breath . yet I dare not slop, or I will 
be swooped on from behind. 

Finally, I reach (he landing ..and 
there spreads before me.»fantastic 
garden, with a whole sea ot throng¬ 
ing crowd!Was it a fair-ground right 
round the base of the tower? There 
was a spectacle of some kind at one 
end: at another, a match 

Suddenly, out of nowhere I spot 
an old bicycle of mine. ■ 
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SKETCHES 

POTTED HISTORY 

What the chattering classes are talking about 

This Week: Star Sons 



Sunjay Dutt: Had a bona fide hit with his first releasa, Rocfcy 


T he most famous of them all 
was; Raj Kapoor, even though 
we don't really think of him 
as one any longer But this 
first-born son of Pnthviraj Kapoor 
was the first show-biz kid to tollow 
in his father's footsteps—the fact that 
he then went on to eclipse his 
father's fame is neither nere nor 
there 

Next in line: Were Ra) K^oor's own 
sons Randhir, Rishi and Kajiv, all of 
whom tried their luck in the movies 
with varying degrees of success. 
Randhir, or Dabboo as he was 
popularly known as, couldn't really 
cut it as a leading man, though he 
played the comedian to perfection. 
And even his directonal career had 
its ups and downs Rajiv , or 
Chimpoo, had much the same 
experience, with his maiden release 
a.s director Pniti Gr. 'tth, tailing to 
make an impact at the box-office. 

The only one who did his father 
proud was Rishi, or Chintu, who has 
been playing the romantic hero for 
well over two decades now. He's 
getting to be a bit past it of late— 
what With the ever-expanding girth 
,ind double chin—but knowing 


Rishi Kapoor: Did his father proud 



Rishi, it won't be long before he re¬ 
invents himself and gets a fresh lease 
of life in the movie busine.ss 

So, was (Must the Kapoors, then: 

No way There were several others 
I'/ho believed in keeping it all within 
the family. Dev Anand, tor instance, 
tried launching his son, Suneil, in the 
movieS“H)nly to come a cnipper. 
Sunil Dutt, however, had better luck 
with son Sunjay, who had a bona 
fide hit in his first release Rocky, as 
did Rajendra 'Jubilee' Kumar's son, 
Kumar Caurav in /.oee Story. But 
while Sunju went on to better and 
bigger things, Gaurav, better-known 
as Bunty, remained a one-film 
wonder. 

Also in the queue: Were the Pools, 
as in ta'her Dharmendra and sores 
Sunny and Bobby—good Punjabi 
names for two good Pui^abi puttars 
Sunny was launched in a lavish 
home production, Betaab, which 
starred several horses and Amrita 
Singh. The film was a hit, and Sunny 
was home and dry as an action hero. 
Since then, however, his career has 
floundered a little, though he still 
manages to command a good price. 


Bobby, the younpr sibling, wasn't 
quite so lucky, flis debut vehicle, 
Barsmil, co-.starring Twinkle Khanna 
1 (daughter of Dimple Kapadia, who 
has been romantically involved with 
Sunny Deol for years now—but, let's 
not digress), didn't make the .sort of 
inypression it should have at the box- 
office And Bobby, who has .since got 


Kumar Gaurav: A one-film wonder 





18 


married »c> Tanya, the daughter of a 
Bombay industrialist, is hoping that 
his fortneoming films—in one of 
them he s starring opposite 
Aishwarya Rai—will do the trick tor 
him. 

In the same boat is; Puru Ra) 

Kumar, whose first movie. Bat 
Brahmachan, sank without a trace. 
Puru, howevei, is even wor.se off 
than Bobby The younger Deol. at 
least, can count on Daddy to salvage 
his flagging can»er, but Puru's father, 
the famed Kumar, died a few 
weeKs before Ba! Brahmachan was 
released So, Puru has to reiy on his 
own ability to get ahead; and his 
father's contacts, as.suming that the 
eccentric Raj Kumar had any worth 
speaking of 

So, who's next?: Vinod Khanna's 
.■son, Akshaye, who is being launched 
in a home production called, 
appropriately enough, Himataf/a 
Putra. He i.s already being touted as 
The Next Big Thing, and nas been 
signed on by Parmeshwar Godrej for 
the Cinthol ad campaign. Whetfiei 
this kind of hype will help Akshaye 
or harm him—oy mcrea.sing people's 
expectations of him —remains to be 
seen. 

But, wait a minute!: Didn't Vinod 
Khanna have two son.s? Yes, he did, 
but the othei, Rahul, has turned his 
back on the Hindi film industry 
opting instead to veejay for M'TV 


in her day. Saif, who luoks iinc.iiinily. 
like Sharmila, right down to the 
dimples in his cheeks, has had 
mixed luck in the moviest. While his 
performance in such film.s as Mum 
Khtiadi Tu Anari has been 
appreciated, he hasn't really made it 
to the top bracket as yet 1 le'v still 
seen as a second lead, but that could 
change in time. 

Also in the wings is: Fardoen, Fero/ 
Khan's .son, who was introduced to 
filmland at a lavish party hosted by 
his father. (Iis launen is being 
master-minded by his Dad, and wo 
only hope—for Fardeen's .sake- that 
Feroz does a better job ot promoting 
his .son, than he did managing his 
own career 

Breaking tne stereotype are: 

Such heroes as Ajay Devgan 1 lis 
father, for instance,' was not a top- 
ranking star, but a stunt master, who 
went on to become the industry'.s 
best-k'iown director of actiori 
sequences. 

Drawing on his va.st I'Npcnoiice. 
Vecni Devgan launcheil his son in 
Phool Aur Kaante, an action thriller, 
and Ajay was well on his w.iv to 
beroming a star m his own right 

So, is it just sons who get the 
treatment: Not really There are 

E lentv of star daughters who have 
pen launeheil by their proud 
daddys Rut that, as they say. is 
another story. ■ 


Saif All Khan: Looks like Sharmila 

Asia. And that's a pity, because he 
looks more the Hindi film hero than 
brother Akishaye does 

The gender bender is: Saif AIi Khan, 
whose link to the film industry is not 
his father, Nawab Mansur Ali Khan 
Pataudi, but his mom, Sharmila 
Tagore, who was an actn‘ss of repute 








EOPLE 


JACKSON IS THE EIGHTH 
WONDER OF THE WORLD!’ 


(.\‘icl>niics recount their most vieid impression of the pop singer in Mumbai 


iilia»’l liUksDn's 
WMl t!) 
Mumbai, 
vvlm'h '.unt till' 
t ilv iiUv) a till' thrui- 

li-iys, is iivm / /isU>n’ But 
. 111 ’ still ruLOuntmn 
t!u' inunu’nts, thf 'ivpf, 
till- vvtvkt'jid wlu'n i-\L'r\- 
uni- vviis talking the s.iim' 
lan^iuif^o 11 viiii m't mtu a 
rkksli.uv, i\ I’lit tu a pm- 
I’liitii .stall stopped at a 
ilri't'l vimkIoi, overhiMid a 
>;ioiip ot eldi'i K men on a 
lu'iKli 111 the park, the 
laimliai name ol tiu pop 
star Avoiilil erop up sooner 
or l,itei It was t.hi.s uim er- 
s.il appeal that turned oil 
t!u maeit 1 lore are some 
>.elebnt\ I'leivs 
laved Jaffrey I he ju'i fi >r- 
mame aside, which i-'is 
hiilha’iil w h.it I ioeed was 
the \ .iriatiims hi- did on 

Milind Suinaii. tMi.it 
impressed me fajiail tiom 

die show its, It, oj Lourse} 

was ijse tail that when the 
i..iiise is (losi eiiouj^li ti> .111 
oi-i;amsaiion •. heart, aiiv- 

ihlli)^ . Ill be done e.ell 

That'- s.id, but true. With a 
irowii ot 4 -t'OiK' people, 
we };ot into tin stailium in 
five minutes Hat V^here.is, 
when 1 wen! tor l!ie crii ket 
riMti h I was .ilmosi 
reduLeil lo a i iintiie\ ’ 
Prilish Nandv: 1 m a j;reat 
lai k .on l.m I tee' he puts 
out .1 f^ieat ,« t. It’s llMll]Ue 
.md he will siirv ivi lor 
ijiilte a \\ lille'/e! 1 

didn't po to tin.' shov\ 
b"i aiisi' 1 don't c.ne foi 
loncerts And lour hours 
ot waiting would h.n e 
iieei, too imiih lor me Ji 
' oil .isk me .ihout the 
polmc.!l ai^iile, 1 think this 
w ill do lor I It.11 keiav and 
till -Shu .Si-i.a wh.it 
lai’alaiitli.i s ti'sfer son .s 




martiagc die! tor her and 
Sashikaia' 

Chunky Pandey Oh, 1 
wen' berserk' 1 ve seen so | 
inaiiv show, but this tops 
eM'rvthini; r-vorythinft I 

al’onl It, specially his 
anwal, how tliey built up ; 
llie . tisielv, till' vs.iy he , 

came m, tiie w'h.olt' aura ot 
the show 1 le s the eighth 
vi.mder (it the world 
Aelually. 1 took to him .ind 
his music only alter seeing 
him on st.ige, net belom 
th.it And yes. I'll detmiteh 
,go again, if 1 gel the tickets ] 
free' 

Baba Sehgal; 1 !e is ,i liv¬ 
ing legend, but ',h best ' 
part is lb.- sounsl and st.ige , 
eltei ts Being a leiy good 
|>eiiormer, the st'Umg is 
eiju.illy import.ml What 1 
loijod miss.ng here was 
thill imhki’m his eonierts 
111 Amerua, where he talks 
III thi' aiiiiienii', strikes up 
a re.il vihe with them, here i 
lie |iist s.iiii, I love you, 


Indui", It was rather like a 
dul)' pertormed 
Nadeem (of Nadeem 
Shravan). It was the most 
spr’ctacular show one 
could have seen— it was 
like an action,'emotion 
movie, one was /.apped! I 
lov'ed the emotion.il part 
ot the show — he knows 
how to do them For e.xam- 
[ile, when the videos of his 
t.amih were run on the 
si'reer. and )ie went down 
on his knees and cried. 

The rhackerays have done 
a great feat 

Bappi Lahiri. I met him 
personally That was tan- 
taslic. He apprenaled my 
gold chain, and I have 
given him some of mv 
Cl ).s, like Iluluhi He is a 
well-balanced person, a lit- 
fk- shy; lie loves children. 
S(.-'‘ing his show is a Iifo- 
Imie achievement, he is 
the besi showman after 
Elvis 1 might be able to 
sing well but 1 can't dance. 


f And likewise we have 
S many dancers here, but 
I they cannot sing. He 
7' knows how to capture 
I people's hearts — remem- 
1 her the scene wdiere the 
! battle tank comes on stage 
; and the little girl stops the 
J soldier with flowers; and 
i then there was the Indian 

■ and American flags com- 

I mg together 1 was almost 

■ crying, it v.-as so beautiful 
' By the way, 1 am going to 
! America to meet rum 1 

' ha\'e some work with him, 
! and when 1 ci>me back 1 
hope to give you good 
' news! 

Anna Singh; I ie's the best 
i performer m the world, so 
; incredible, .ind the only 
j one whii knows hinv to 
I market his music the best 
. Actually I never had taken 
! to his music, but att,>r the 
concert I look at it with 
different eyes, I relate to it 
dilferently now 
j Anupam Kher C>ne thing 
I noticed at the party toi 
1 Michael Jackson was that 
' after I shook his hand .1 
lot of people wanted t-i 
’ shake my hand! He is 
I someone who is known 
' even in the small towns 
; and villages— people inaj 
; not be abK- to pronounce 

■ his name correctly bu. 

! they know about him 

’ Uday Benegal I've never 
' been a huge fan ot his I 
I wanted to .see a Michael 
; Jack.son show. 1 went, and 
I 1 wasn't disappointed.He 
! is still a force to n'ckon 
I with because he hasn't for- 
] gotten the art of music; 

I tak«' his more recent song, 

; m Moscow. It was 

: a great experience and 
; that's entertainment! 

1 

! Reported by 

i Anita George 
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BEJAN DARUWALLA 


Aries 

March 21 April M 

I OancsHii Suys ii 
hciirti; awdv inim 
lidmi', pIcMilv '’t 
uimmutins .incl a>r- 
rcspitndeni'o tind ,ig<iin loans 
and lundi. dominate the w»>ek. 
The linal outcome of mone- 
l.irv dealings and lamih' val¬ 
ues will depend npon voiir 
tart, ingenuity and diplomacy 
Insurance and taxes also lake 
up much III vour time 

Taurus 

April 21 — May 20 

'socialising will do 
i you plenty of good 
l^k I i'(<r one, li will bui- 
i nish \our linage, f'or 
anolhei, il could get von a 
hrulegiooni .'bride it that be 
eoui l.irgil Its, lijrd noik 
and new goals are sure to be 
voui lot -klot ol loose ends lo 
be lust Suiprising as it tna\ 
sound go • tioppini; to make a 
l.ist buck 

Gemini 

May 21 - Juno 20 

Vji I .aiiesh.i s.n s nine lo 
i’vimiiiI \oni iiie.ilal 
|n|B||E hoii/ons bv tiseling 

ellmt;, laV-ioj; stiidc .oiirscs, 
11011111^, up I'll j'.ent ral know' 
cilgi. lai Is I onipuU'r slala and 
so in Meeting otheis h.ilMsa\ 
i\ ill pi oiUii e ( <1 el lei it ii'siilts 
.Hid \ou I .III ilo It ( lilinral 
mteu'sls an loi.ilised loll 
iiiiisl p.!\ lorc'Hii pleasutes 


Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

Romance and 
finance could well 
jBC walk hand in hand 
foi t!anceriari.s 'Vour 
creativity will iiiit onlv be 
recognised bip handsomely 
rewnided l-ilm produivrs, 
poets, astrologers, writers, 
teachers, entrepreneurs should 
strike It lucky There's a fine 
accent on domestic issues 
Also on children 

leo 

July 21 — August 21 

S The focus IS onci- 
.■gain on the two 
frontiers of property 
and relationships 
Check aicounting piocciuires, 
bank balance, expiration dates 
o( car liien.ses, lea.se ol proper¬ 
ty and s(' on l>o learn to high 
light diveTsitN and ki*ep your 
plans Ilexiblf beiau.se that is 
what vou aiv going lo nee<l 
loo w ill be complimented 

Virgo 

Autiu^?2 -- Seplemboi 22 


Augu^22 -- Seplemboi 22 
I , liiloimalun pie\ I 

, ' ously hidden loines 

'gSm i to light III anv (.asc. 

this is ail exception¬ 
al !v nee s\ week. Ii's, there 
aie )ob oi'poilumlies loi the 
disgi iintU'd as wi'll as tin 
higlilv talented Yi'U will be 
aiti\e in social seicue ivellare 
iiig.inis.ilioiis, helping olheis 
■ind that seems great IMaiis toi 
JiiMien are highlighted 


Libra 

September 23 — Octoboi 22 
*h*lalionships that 
cxent oil track can be 
restoied this u eek 
. ‘tttd that s important 

tor vou Define lei ms and 
goals with absolute elarilv as 
much will .lei'ciid later on 
^<>u will beantitv voiii sui 
roundings nci m.iller whal 
vour status in lire Diplomaiv 
in dealings will defiiuteh pay 
Gc't sc-t lo travel 


BIRTHDAYS 


October 23 - Novembei 22 
[■■■ M Ckinesha say., the 
j . tinanei.i! siiueive 

i' should be almost 

oviT, thanks lo sun 
and JupUei in tine plaung 
Yolii personal posers and 
problems will be re.soKed 
Challenges. v.uiot\ .ind the 
possibilitv cil promotion .vie 
predicted Yoiii ability lo 
analyse ch.iiac'li'r puts vou at 
a liisadv antage 

Sagittarius 

November 23 - December 20 

'' Take the luitialive in 

I SM, getting ti< the he.ii I 
LmB Wc ol Ihe m.iltei. '^oii 
■HBmI could be conceilied 
with propeiiv st.ihilitv, sec ini 
tv ttiv the personal level 
aw .III happv clevelopinenls 
1 )iess up v’our pTodin t chs 
plav VOIII laleni and hi opi'n 
*11 I'lie ivindsc’f ch.iiige live i-- 
an exiI'llenl vvi-ei. toi tiavcl 
and lamilv leuiiions 


Capricorn 

December 21 - January 19 

' 1 lie loins IS Clil 

1 W If mganisation woik 
i ' methods, hasK 

lAlfSffm Issues linanres 
enlerttiiniiienl ind .imuse- 
rnents, lliereloii, it is a wc'ek 
III main wiindeitul mloiirs 
and conloois 'I'oo v\ ill bolti 
li'ceive and give a gilt lull 
mar h ive lo lei go ol old Icli ,1-. 
Ill leplati wiihiieic lines 
VVeeli ol main lUlivilii"- 

Aquarius 

January 20 — Febiuary* 18 

t ' T-’lir(a(ions, chaiv i 
meeting' giv e ice 
and spii e to voie 
' hie ^olll V ley's and 
opiiiioos will make a te: nln 
imp.nt 1 hii..e vi In'speaK il! 
will be II lilted 1 rue i .lutioii is 
niM'-isarv II working VMtil 
elc’itrii ,il appli.in'.es nl .inv 
kind I'lie liio.aids rii.'v bt 
then ^oUI of’inisile sex n ill 
shiiiv ti'i lings low aids vuu 

Pisces 

Febru.iry 19 • - Marcn 20 
Ti.-'cl will i.ike 
pi.Il e Ol plans w lit 
'5H./ he tm.lined I hat 
Bt ''A w ill bi ni'tit vou ill 
everv pii‘sib.le \\ av 
Fin, nil i.illv vou lei ene a 
bnosl aiu* tii.it '.lioulo nu ai’ 
soim dung t.' vou ‘slaluswise 
\ oil/o. ini III a: ihe top Hut 
e\ pi uses y. ill I'l he.ivv and 
health mav not be a* it- i'e-l 

'lOU w iTi di • well 


StwenOker i7; Sun scxtile Neptune, snytt Ganesha, will lead 
to a generous slice of luCk in property matters, status, social 
standing and personal irntters. 

IVoromber lAr Mbcin's first quarter indicates you may have 
to (lut in extra energy to gel the best out of the year, but zest 
assured you will be ablg Ur do so. 
tVafrevarbee i9i Moon aextile Jupiter signifies money will 
come in anil therefont, you dan afford to relax a bit. The ml 
danger is in falling out. 

/VOMMber 20; ISiioon trine sun Piute brings recognition and 
rewards. Your bad patch wii^ end and a new soum of energy. 


and inlellccliwl endeavour will t,tkc over. In your |ob or 
work, exficct pleasing developments 

ftfottUTifter 21; Moon scjiurc lupHci only mi-,iits e.x|.K'ii.si s slid 
extrav'ng.inru m all ilui yrm d. Your insight info thing' .uid 
■ peoiile will help you U> siicccocl 

Noi'embfr 32; SUn trine Saturn signifies yuvi are in .s period 
of growth and evolution Ire it finances, toiii,mce, educati.>n, 
spiTitualtty, travel or trade. 

A'ovewbet' 2jt‘ Sun sextile l.'ranus ts an excellent sextile tor 
lndu.stnalists. artists, scientists, educ,-iiiutijlists and ihose m 
the media. 


Exquisite craftsmanship in 
International Standi^ 
22/22 Karat goU and 
diamond jewellery. 
Dealer in precious and 
astrological stones. 


R C. CHANDRA 


A jewel of jewels 

Ph: 475 6734 • 27 7221 • 248 8062 
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YOU ARE WHAT 
YOU EAT 


As fK'(>f)lc yet more and more obsessed with watching their weight, 
dieticians and Iwalth fond shop oieners emerge as the 
neie celebrities, says Anita George 


A ll ariHind us ihore are si}»ns 
of people's increasing inter¬ 
est in health (read weight) 
In a generation fed on 
bleached, n*timd, skimmed, skinmnl, 
preserved, pickled, coloured and 
aroinatod fixid, more and mori’ p<Hi- 
ple are rushing to aerobics classes 
and jogging parks 

And now incn-asinglvv they a a' 
turning to dietiaans and health food 
shops. As a a'sult, the duMician and 
the health fixid shop ownei an’ turn¬ 
ing mill meilia celebrities, specially 
wlien patronised by rich and famous 
clients. 

But .ire people more concernc'd 
with their IchkI out of a concern for 
their figures or theii health? 

Normally the concern begins 
when they bc’gm to get fat ihi.s is 


followed by a variety ot self-prc»- 
scribed diets, before they land up at 
the door of a dietician 

An jail Mukerjec. dietician and 
obesity consultant, has a lis; of 
clients that includes film stars and 
she has worked with mndel.s in their 
preparation for the .supermodel con- 
te.st. And, she adds, l have 150 
clients on the phone from Calcutta!" 

Eight; pt'r cent of the time, she 
says, her clients' obt\sity is a direct 
cau.se of their eating habits and a 
lifestyle where they’ exerci.se less and 
eat out more. And they are well 
aware of it. Only they have neither 
the knowledge or the discipline f<i 
tackle the pmblem. 

S<< they try to treat them,selves 
first "Some starve all day and have 
one meal at night, and really hog 


then, and defeat the purpose. People 
aren't aware of many facts, such as 
one has to eat more in the morning 
rather than at night," says Anjali. 
Fasting Ls immen.sely popular among 
the overweight, adds Mukerjee 
wryly. 

Dr Chandalia, President of the 
National Diabetic Association (W. 
India chapter) lists some ol the diet- 
related illnesses which finally make 
people sit up and take a look at what 
they are eating: obesity, dialx?tcs, 
high cholesterol, high blood pres¬ 
sure. 

There is some evidence that cer¬ 
tain cancers of the gastro-intcstinal 
system may be diet-related, "You 
could call these diseases the bane of 
urbanisation," he says, "of coco- 
rolonlsation!" 
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E nter the healdi food store. 

Bombay is perhaps the first if not 
the only city where it exists and 
actually does well. The trend setter, 
Kavita Mukhi's Natural O^ons, in 
the up-market Napeansea ^ad area, 
is an intriguing place to visit. 

Whole grains organically grown 
(no fertilisers or chemicals), unpol¬ 
ished and stone groimd; breads and 
bakes made from whole wheat and 
jaggery rather than sugar and maida; 
only sea salt used where required. 
Neem leaves arc used as a preserva¬ 
tive. 

Sugar substitutes include 
unprocessed tribal honey, pam or 
sugarcane jaggery, raw sugar and 
pabn sugar. The unrefined sugar is 
yellowish in comparison with the , 
extreme white sugar that we are all 
used to. Dairy products are 
unprocessed — in fact, Mukhi says 
that the cows providing the milk 
feed on organic food! 

Mukhi's shop and philo.sophy 
stretches beyond food to all things 


natural — so you have vegetable 
dyed clothes, mat chappals, wooden 
massagers and even veg-dyed 
dhurrien — a far ^eater range of 
products than Calcutta's own health 
fixid centre, which provides such 
'exotic' vegetables as artichokes, 
asparagus and avocados. 

Not far from Mukhi’s outlet, on 
Peddar Road, Vineeta Madiur has set 
up The Health ^op, on a smaller 
scale. Organic wheat porridge, 
whole wheat pastas and whole grain 
snacks sit on shelves amidst branded 
products like Kelloggs and Dabur. 

"But," says Miudtvi, "what is dis¬ 
appointing is that while awareness is 
increasing, and the market is grow¬ 
ing steadily, people are more inter¬ 
ested in buying the healthy version 
of junk food. Ideally, they should be 
buying more of whole wheat, unre¬ 
fined sugar and so on. Of course, 
these are still higli in demand." 

Some customers admit that they 
buy at a health shop to appease their 
conscience, following a binge on 


ftovita Mukhi's Nature Options: Pioneered the heatth food store concept 




Afijali Mukerjee: Teaching her clients 
to eat correct 

fried food or at Mughlai restaurants. 
But there are actually a few people 
who will only buy from the store! 

I The wheat products surprise you 
“ with their fragrant flavour — it is 
like tasting whcai for the first time, 
and leaves one wondering about the 
kind of focKi that one eats on a daily 
basis. 

W hat is encouraging, says 

Mukhi, is that there is a market 
here that can sustain such shops, and 
she has T^ans ol opening one in Goa 
as well. Tliere are people keen on 
opening outlets in cities like Calcutta 
and Bangalore tiK) 

The problem is that the store's 
produce works out to be 15 per cent 
more expensive on an average than 
market rates and that, along with the 
liKalion, ensures that it becomes an 
elitist pnvilege. The ideal, slie says, 
is that one day everyone should be 
able to eat healthily 

Dr Chandalia points out that in 
rural areas, this is more possible. As 
for the urbanite, he or she has heard 
all the dos and don'ts before- min¬ 
imising direct sugai; salt, fat, axik- 
ing fow only when required; using 
whole wheat flour, retaining the skin 
of fruits and vegetables iis far as pos- 
.sible; and .so on and so forth And 
making sure that all this input is 
matched by a proportionate amount 
of energy expended. 

But knowmg all this is one thing; 
incoiporating thi.s knowledge into 
our daily lives is quite another. And 
there an* very few among us who 
actually botlwr to do so. ■ 
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AS IF BY MAGIC 


Prabhii Delia's face vanishes, Kamalahasan becomes a lion: all thanks to 
special effects man, S. T. Venki. Sudha G. TUak reports 


M ammnoty pumps a 

tn^phant fLst in the air, 
as nis plane performs 
acrobatics in the skies. 
Kamalaha.san traitsforms into an 
eagle or a lion much to Manisha 
Koirala's surprise. Prabhu Deva has 
his mug wiped off and still 
continues to do his jig on the dance 
floor. Aamir Khan and Urmila 
Malondkat orbit off into space 
seated in a garden seat. 

Welcome to the world of 
Sambamurthy Tank.'re Venki's special 
effects. And meet me man who nas 
of late turned Indian movies into a 
phantasmagoric experience. 

Thanks to his MTV-ish visual 
callisthenics Venki is a much-wantcsl 
figure in Bollywood these days. In 
the last five years he has been special 
effects designer for more than fK) 
film.s in almost all Indian languages. 
He IS currently working on six Hindi 
films in Bombay where ms talent is 
much in demand today 
Venkis home could give 
Frankenstein's house of horrors a 
run for its money No, not that it's 
atop a dark hillock, set against a 
blue-black sky, or that the man ha 
fluttering bats fur pels 

On tne contrary, Venki's c^uiet 
home on the verdant College Road 
in Chennai look^ like a pleasant 
hideout from the bustle of the- aty, 
from tile outside But inside, it's a 
house where portraits of Dali in 
mustachioed splendour vie with the 
latest Thota Tharani abstract Where 
terracotta sculptures nudge warty 
rubber masks and works of Picasso 
fight for space on the wall with 
buKidied arms' peeping from a 
chest of drawers 

Forty-year-old Venki, currently 
the highest-paid special effects wni/ 
in India's movieland (he won't tell 
how many lakhs he charges for his 
efforts) smiles when visitors .shriek 
at the realistic-IiKiking limbs 
dangling by his work table or 
truncated heads in his ateleir. But 
then he can afford to grin: to him 
goes the credit for dispelling the 
notion that special effws meant 



S.T. Venki, the special effects whiz: A much-wanted man in movieland 


vanishing acts in spooky flicks or 
flying heads in mythoiogicals 

His latest handiwork features in 
Indian released in Hindi os 
Hindustani, which has chart-busting 
song sequences. And most of the 
.special effects in lhe.se sequences, 
which use computer-aided 
technology, are Venki's handiwork. 

The special effects for song 
.sequences like Altryu Miichmdra had 
Kamaiaha.san and Manisha Koirala 
in a fanta* y world And those for 
TAD A With Unnila Matondkar 
springing in the air were ail done in 
Venki s atelier Sitting at his table, 
Venki works with his .sets of paints 
and bru.shes and easel, adding and 
pasting the Aamir Khans aganist 
.soaring skie.s, wiping Prabhu Di‘va's 
r. iug off the screen for a song and 
much more 

Venki traces his routs to the 


Cauvery belt at Thanjavur. And his 
pretty wife, Meena, exudes all the 
tradibon that a clas.sical 
Bharatanatyam danscu.si> from the 
renowned school of Kalakshctra can. 
But Venki's career has been based on 
the non-traditional, relying on the 
latest technology in animation. 

Despite graduating from the 
prestimous Madras College of Arts, 
Venki’s love of painting soon took a 
back seat. "Animation always 
fascinated me," he recalls. After 
dabbling in making frescoes and 
murals (terracotta sculptures adorn 
his studio as well) he went on to 
London to pick up the* latest in 
animation techniques before coming 
home to get into me world of 
advertising. 

A painter at heart, Venki began a 
short-lived career m drawing 
cartoom, political and otherwise. His 
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master remains Picasso, whose 
photomphs and prints adorn his 
walls. He still has copies of his early 
works—^made before he branched off 
into advertising—collected in a 
scraj7book. 

In the mid-Eighties animation 
was limited to documentaries, and 
there was no demand for special 
effects in the movies. The artiste was 
essentially a 'repair' man, who 
joined bits of n^atives or used a bit 
of animation for titles, “Optical 
graphics and animation were non¬ 
existent," says Venki. 

But the Telugu film mdustry 
produced a regular cr^ of 
m)rthological movies. This gave him 
ample scope to turn sorcerer's heads 
into molten lead, create headless 
torsos, and, of course, some hi-tech 
bows and arrows to whiz in the 
skies, emd mount ample vanishing 
acts. 

“Our audiences arc still not into 
sci-fis," says Venki wLsttully, and that 
reduces the .scope of special effects. 
According to him. the lack of sci-hs 
and mytitologicals have resulted in 
song sequences becoming the focus 
of special effects. 

The other area where special 
effects a>me in handy is in movies 
which have double roles. For 
instance. Nagarjuna, thanks to 
Venki's special effects, got to shake 
hands with his iong-Inst twin in a 
Telugu him. And a wrinkled 
Kamalahasan got to trot around his 
dancing son in Indian. 

One of Venki's recent triumpRs is 
the sequence in Indian which has 
Kamal, an IN A personnel, shaking 
hands with Subnas Chandra Bose 
sometime in the year 1946. After 
extracting ill-maintained iootage oi 
Bose, Venki worked for 35 days on 
matching freshly-shot black-and- 
white footage of Kama! with the old 
film. 

' 'In fact the idea had germinated 
in me much earlier than Fonvsi 
Gump was released 1 just didn't get 
the opprtunity to work on a 
sequence,” says Venki He, in fact, 
used .specially-designed software for 
the motion contract effect while 
matching the 16 mm film with a 
cinemascope one. ‘ This hasn't bc*en 
done in Hollywood either," he says, 
with pride. 

enki's first noticeable special 
effects for movies had people in 
“'plits. This was for Kamalahasan in 
the super successful Appu Raja Here, 
Venki doodled a face on screen, 
which made faces at the hero, and 
vastly amus»l the audience It was 


this feat that first got Venki noticed 
in film circles. 

The present climate of film 
making is specially suited to 
someone like Venki. The new pack of 
techno-savvy directors like Mani 
Ralnam, A.^hankaT, Kadhir, Ram 
Gopal Varma are evolving their own 
dammar for making commercial 
Kits. Special effects gives them scope 
to break away from the routine of 
100 'extras' against the skyline m 
identical costumes giving little space 
for the lead pair to cavort. “Speaai 
effects gives a variety for the 
audience tired of this routine for 
over four decades," says Venki. And 
there's nobody more stalled at this 
game than Venki hiircself. 

However^ Venki points out that 
special effects for the .sake of special 
effects will be wasted on a 
discerning audience. But, most of 
Venki's work has been in song 
sequences in which it has been 
mtroduced merely for effect. Yes, 
says Venki, but “Biis dirce-year-old 
fad for special effects mi^t not last 
long. TTie future is vague." 

Hak for Venki's brand of on¬ 
screen magic is not lacking. Senior 
directors and detractors accuse him 
of introducing 'unrealistic concepts' 
through speaai effects. Film maker 


Bharathiraja recently said in print 
that sudi speaai effects do not 
contribute mudi in the making of a 
film. Venki has his reply ready: “It is 
equally unrealistic to hwe 100 men 
and women dressed identically in a 
.song sequence". 

Accordingto young film maker 
A. ^lankar: 'speaai effects help in 
breaking the monotony during song 
sequences and in turning other 
important sequences in a film into a 
visual experience". 

^an^r should know. He has 
been the one film maker who has 
squeezed more ideas out of Venki 
than anyone else for his Prabhu 
Deva starrer Kaadkalan released in 
Hindi as Hum Se Hat Muquabla. But 
Venki has still a lot more work left in 
him. And he promises that his early 
influences of Picasso, cubism and 
surrealism will come into play in the 
sjpedal effects he designs. 'I am a 
aesigner more than an artist," he 
.says. 

So, the next time you watch Shah 
Rukh Khan in a Daliesque song 
sequence, or Ajay Devgan trying 
stunts that couM put a rubber joint 
to shame, you'll luiow who's bdiind 
the on-screen gimmicks. It’ll be none 
other tluui the man who ^ve you 
the faceles.s Prabhudeva. ■ 
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<^d Sonl I 

ii linddubtedtV/ ZaiHiifa 1 

. Seal's Gfe has been die | 
most varied and advisH § 
tiuous ('Vintage ZiAaa.', 1 
Se!it>tetnjber 29). 

This is more so for a 
giri haiDng from a conser- 
vadve Muslim family. In 
those years she went to 
Germany to leaiti dancing 
and had to cope with a 
culture and people diat 
ivere all alien to her. 

Unless one has 
tremcmdous determina¬ 
tion and courage one can¬ 
not succeed. Honestly, she 
is a role model for all 
women. 

Anuradha Mukherjee. 

Calcutta 

U There was a time when 
art was revered and the 
practitioners of the genre 
were dedicated towards 
it. Zohra Segal is the 
product of ^t era of hon¬ 
est dedication. Her sincer¬ 
ity, passion for drama and 
the struggle she had to go 
through are all evident in 
her persona. 

Wkas fain, 

Calcutta 

ii It is the confluence of 
Hindu, Muslim and 
Christian cultures in. 

Zohra Segal that maJkes 
her a unique persotudlty. 
The veteran actress ; 
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Urioo f^asad Yadav drasees uf> his tnn as Lord Mtahnii ttt « ftjik«aih In 


deserves the Dadasaheb 
Phalke award. 

Ketu Bane, ■<' 

Jamshedpur 

Papa Doesn’t 
Preach 

■ The 'Lifestyle' feature 
on Laloo Prasad Yadav 
was very colourful ('Hum 
Do Hamate Nau', 
September 29). I was long 
curious about his family. 
The dKief ministw i^ realfy 
an amazing peisctfUiItty: 
Uviitglike a nng With all 
his rural arid urban ccan- 


forts and yet leveied by 
the masses- It's gO()d Ms 
dbildren dotiM want to . 
join politics and yet he is 
not Ujpset about n. 

Samdip Sarkar, 

Cdculta 

M Laloo Prasad Yadav's 
diildren would naturUtty' 
feel proud of their father? 
because they arc f' 
the life of a pifncej. 
princess while odi^ i 
dien are dogging itodt. 

What is nStportuit-fSij' 
are the people of l^har in-, 
proud erf h»n.^ae. his <hil- 
dieri? 


His MntmkifiS are enter- 
tainnig ho doubt, fttt how' 
long ean a govemment ’ 
suMMn oh mat? Have Ms 


giiiunidca contributed to 
me p rog iew of tfaeahdem 
any way? 

Rai^'Sfnigb, 

Pahu 


■1 Aii ideal leades' should 
be a model for Ms peo]rfe. 
The paan and idubn chew¬ 
ing Laloo Pr^d Yadav 
wim nnie cMklien cannot 
be die tight example for 
^ ^jgeoi w to follow. 

JaHafum^r 
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f ARPANACAUR, the celebrity artist, is con- 
* stantly exploring new boundaries in her works 
of art An interview with the painter. 
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A rpana Caur is the rising star of the Indian art firmament. 
Geeta Sharma profiles the shy, soft-spoken painter 

Photographs by Pankaj Shanaa 







Making a statement through 
expressionntlc coloure 
and stark imagery 




siti ve Arpana Caur had felt passionately about. And promin¬ 
ent among them was the atomic bomb blast that destroyed 
two cities and brought Japan to its knees in World War 11. 

Even today, the nuclear destruction that the atom bomb 
wrought evokes the same fear, the same anguish, and the 
same compassion in the artist. So, when the Hiroshima 
Museum wrote to her last year, asking if she would do a pain¬ 
ting on the theme 'Hiroshima', to mark the 50th year of the 
tragic event, Caur went to work with a vengeance. 

Now back from Japan, where her work, a triptych titled 
Where have all the flowers gone?, was formally installed at 








the sprawling Hiroshima ^ 

Museum—along with the works of | 
four other Asian artists, who had also = 
been commissioned to work on the 
theme—Arpana Caur is both modest 
and full of child-like enthusiasm 
about her achievement. 

"It was a nice feeling to see the work 
of not me as an 'V but as an Indian arti¬ 
st hung in the museum. What was 
heartening was that it stood out, 
because or iLs typical Indian colours, 
blue and yellow, as against the blades 
and brown«^f Ac other works," she 
.says. 

But what touched Caur most during 
her trip to Japan, which she describes 
as a land of beauty and peace, was the 
gesture of a waiter in a restaurant she 
ate in. As she .sat there having a meal 
with three of the eight young curators 
of the museum, a waiter, identifying 
her nationality from her salwar 
kameez, came and placed two tmy 
Japanese and Indian flags, stuck on a 
piece of thermacol, on her table to con¬ 
vey his welcome. 

' I was so overwhelmed by the gestu¬ 
re Aat 1 just started crying sitting 
there!" says Arpana 



Arpana Caur in front of her painting at the Hiroshima Museum 


Drawing inspiration from Oriental art 







T he diree frames of die 12 x 6 ft trip 
tych displayed at Hiroshima 
depict lotuses (symbolising life) blos- 
somiiw under the blue sky and on 
deep Uue water; guns and soldiers 
(signifyiiw death); and a forlorn 
woman (me ultimate victim of all vio¬ 
lence) drap^ in a black veil sitting des¬ 
pondently in the rain under black 
clouds of destruction. The images are 
a subtle yet evocative depiction of the 
twin themes of violence and peace. 

And for once, Arpana is more than 
satisfied with her work. "Not all 
works of art are successful, irrespec¬ 
tive of whether or not they sell," .she 
explains. "1 myself do about 12 works 
a year and am satisfied with less than 
half of them. But this triptych has giv¬ 
en me immense satisfaction." What is 
more ratifying, she adds, "is that Indi¬ 
an art has been represented, for the 
first time, in the museum's permanent 
collection that houses some of the grea¬ 
test works of art .such as Henry Moo¬ 
re's Atom Peace " 

Hiroshima Museum chose Arpana 
lor the Rs 6.4 lakh conunission, after 
having borrowed one of her works, titl¬ 
ed Resilient Green from the 
.I.OOO-strong private collection of 
Masanon Fukuoka, a Japanese patron 
of Indian art, for its Asian Art Snow 
during the Asian Games. The work, 
which also formed the centrespread of 
Fukuoka's catalogue on Indian Art, 
was covered in several Japanese 
papers. The museum offidaLs, liked 
the work immensely and dedded to 
aimmission Arpana for the project. 

The prestigious commissioning 
could not have come at a better time 
for the artist, who by her own confes¬ 
sion, feels that she is going through 
the peak of her career. "Ihavebe^on 
a high each day for the past two-three 
years. Every day is a surprise. In the 
morning, when I sit down to work and 
then take a look at it in the evening I 
wonder whether I really created these 
new images and exploit the new 
territories." 

The number of canvases that she 
produces may have increased. But it's 
not quantity that matters to Caur; 
what she is most pleased about is that 
the quality of her work is impriwing. 
And that her paintings are now imbu¬ 
ed with a sense of adventure, in which 
new boundaries are constantly being 
explored. 

At present, for instance, Arpana's 
^ is^oing through a period of transi¬ 
tion. has begun incorporating ele¬ 
ments of Madhubani works in her 
paintings primarily because it Iwlps 
create a witty juxtaposition of two 



Arpana with her mother, Ajeet Caur, with whom she shares a strong bond 
With husband who prefers to keep a low profile 




worlds: of women's art from the villa¬ 
ges in the form of traditional patterns 
of trees and ammals, set off against the 
off-shoots of today's worlds. 

In one .such canvas for an upcoming 
exhibition, Arpana has pitted the 
Madhubani background against the 
modem deities of television sets, cars 
and other consumer durables and apt¬ 
ly btled it Brand New Gods. 

For an artist who is forever unsure 
ot her paintings and cannot but look 
surprised when you praise her work, 
the presen^ssessment of her own 
work IS an miii^ual one. For the most 
part, Caur still remains a tittle hesitant 
about the quality of her paintings. 

Recently, for instance, she was due 
to send two canvases for the CIMA 
exhibition of contemporary modem 
Indian art in London. Recalls Caur, "I 
had .sent three works for the show, but 
developed doubts about the third 
work. I did another painting and 
.sent it to the organisers so that they 
could chose whichever they liked 
more." 

A rpana's strength as an artist has 
alw'ay.<> been her desire to make a 
strong .statement m her works. And 
she has done so through the use of 
expressionistic colour and stark ima- 
^ly. Her paintings, an extension of 
ner social and political concerns, 
speak of the complexities and duality 
of life in an Intense and philosophic^ 
vein, using varied images, that of 
people with big hollow eyes, people 
drowning, dancing or dreaming. 

Caur had a somewhat modest initia¬ 
tion into art. She has never been inside 
an art college, but today her works are 
the subject of Ph.D. thesis in many art 
colleges and universibes. She has been 
adorned with awards from the Lalit 
Kata Akademi. The VI Triennial India 
and the All India Fine Arts Society. 

And her paintings are sought out for 
shows in London, Bombay, Ottawa, 
Stockholm, Calcutta, Tokyo, Athens, 
and even Baghdad, during ^e Iran- 
Iraq war. 

But even though Caur had no for¬ 
mal training, the arts were all around 
her as she was growing up. "I remem¬ 
ber 1 used to draw on walls and news¬ 
papers with charcoal but was never 
shouted at," she recalls. Her mother, 
acclaimed Punjabi writer Ajcet Caur, 
in fact, tricti to introduced her to vari¬ 
ous creative media so that she could 
decide which she wanted to take up. 

So dance, sitar and painting classes 
went on simultaneously for young 
Arpana, whose father died when she ^ 
was barely a temager. And of course, $■ 


ttiere were stacks and stacks of books 
from her mother's collection which 
she read alon^ide. The only extrane¬ 
ous agentm all this was a radio she got 
to listen to whenever her grandfather 
tuned it on. A television set came in 
much later 

Arpana now mamtains that it was 
because she had die best in terms of 
exposure to creativity that she took to 
painting. "I had fewer clothes than my 
mends and was often leased about it. 
but 1 had the best art material because 
my mother, who herself wrote on the 
best bond paper, said one should 
never compromise on the raw materi¬ 
al," says Arpana. 

Basically a self-taught artist, the 
young Caur was tak^ by surprise 
when three of her pa intings were selec¬ 
ted by M.F. Husain in a group show of 
young artists. From then on, matters 
progressed rapidly. She held her first 
solo exhibition in 1975, atTriveni, 

New Delhi. A London art gallery 

Historic Hiroshima and the lonely artist 


owner saw her work there and invited 
her for a diow, which she went for 
four years later. Although the initial 
exhibitions did not even cover the cost 
of the shows, they helped young Arpa¬ 
na gain confidence. 

H er first 'successful' exhibition 
came in 1980 at the Jehangir Art 
Gallery, Bombay, where more than K) 
per cent of her works were sold out. 
Today, her works—be they oil on can¬ 
vas, small works on paper with pcndl, 
gouache, pastels or prints—form part 
of the collections of such museums as 
the National Gallery of Modem Art, 
the Indian Council for Cultural Rela¬ 
tions. die Victona Albert Museum, 
besides numerous private collections, 
including that of Husain himself. 

Llnlike her contemporaries, Caur 
has never sou|^t inspiration from 
European traditions. Instead Oriental 
art — from miniatures to Madhu- 
baru — have found reflection in van- 
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ous phases of her work. Her earliei 
works were more direct, as in the 
Audience series where the theme was 
the 'Missing Audience for Art'. In one 
such canvas, for instance, she showed 
a musician singing in gay abandon to 
the appreciation of a row of empty 
chairs. 

Around the 1980s .she telt the need 
to introduce some linear elements to 
offset the round organic effect of her 
figures. That is when Arpana brought 
in the miniature's architecture— with 
its impossible angles and the missing 
fourth wall of the structure in her .ser¬ 
ies titled M'ojjien in Interiors where 
women lay passively v-ithin the w’alls 
of their homes 

Then came the 1984 anli-Sikh iiots 
and Arpana's first exposure to death 
at such close quarter', while she work¬ 
ed with the not victims in the relief 
camps What followed was a senes cal¬ 
led The World (Iocs I 'hi in which 
water became a symbol ot death foi 
her. In one such painting, she used 
threi' areas - - water, e.irth and sky - 
to show how life went on unaffected 
by death and destruction 

There weie a Kit of other works too. 
The .Vf.n’a Ty.if^i /vapesern-s. The 
Widows of Bnndtivdn, Prjknti reflect¬ 
ing tlie urban chaos we live in. The 
Baul Singers ol Bengal who have been. 
an endless source of fascination for 
Arpana. 

"Then came Ihe Body is Just a 
Garment, an important .senes which 
was her way of coming to terms with 
life and death and wherein .she used 
the triptych loim - - a painting split 
into three canvases or sections- - in a 
progression of colour and a chronolo¬ 
gical s<=Kjuena-. The leil motif was the 
sayings of the weaver mystic poet 
Kabir and Lord Krishna in the Gita, 
that the body is a mere garment which 
one changes from birth to birth. 

G iven her shy, sensitive persona, it 
is not difficult to look for the emo¬ 
tional props that are as crucial to the 
artist as hei sensitivity (Jne is her hus¬ 
band, Harindor, a sitar-player, 
designer, and now' a cartoonist, who 
prefers to keep a low profile 
The other, who has an appatenlly 
overwhelming influence on Arpana is 
her mother, Ajeet Caur. In fact, the 
umbilical bond that ties the two toge¬ 
ther is so strong that Arpana continues 
to live with her mother even today 
In fact, Arpana cannot discuss her 
art without mentioning and being gra¬ 
teful to her mother for what she is 
today. "It is she who encouraged me 
to pamt when I was young, who per¬ 


suaded me to give up my teaching job 
to become a full-time artist In fact so 
great is my emotional dependence on 
her that 1 don't like to go anyw'here 
without her," she says. 

Being a writer herself, Ajeet Caur 
was able to make Arpana feel the 
ang.st an artist must feel before trans¬ 
muting it into a work of art Little won¬ 
der then that Ajeet Caur became the 
subject of a number of her daughter's 
paintings, be it the scries called 
Mlit/ier where she explores the mater¬ 
nal rolationsihip, or canvases depicting 
such mundane activities as hei mother 
twiHV.ing her eyebrows 

It is almost with child-like enthusi¬ 
asm that Arpana take.s you around the 
impressive, newly-built, four-storied 
Academy of Fine Arts and Literature, 
that her mother has set up after 
decades of struggle and toil 
The Academy, which started func¬ 


tioning in Its new premises in the posh 
Siri Fort Institutional area a few 
months ago, houses a huge art gahety 
and has a hall for literary gatherings, 
music concerts, symposiums, films, a 
vocational training centre for women 
and economically backward young¬ 
sters besides facilities for pottery, scul¬ 
pture, classes, an amphitheatre for sta¬ 
ging plays and a cafeteria. 

F or -an artist whose bigger works sell 
for anything from Rs 50,000 to over 
a lakh, Arpana comes across as a sur- 
pnsingly .simple, down-to-earth per¬ 
son wno delights in the joy.s she gets 
from doing such mundane chores as 
keeping track of the daily ration 
needs, buying vegetables and cooking 


simple meals for the family—her hus¬ 
band, mother and herself 

Basically a morning artist who has 
put her best on her palette by the fore¬ 
noon, Arpana makes no bones about , 
the fact that she is a reclusive person 
who hates having guests over, or 
going out for functions and gathe¬ 
rings, even if it is an exhibition where 
her own works are showing!. "Even 
our relatives and friends seldom come 
over," she says. 

The only outing that the entire fami¬ 
ly enjoys is to their guru, 'Sahibji's' 
a.shram in Ghar.iabad, twice a week. 
"It pmvides me with a very good esca¬ 
pe," confesses Arpana Besides mt*di- 
tation and recitations from the holy 
texts, going to the ashram involves 
doing sewa right from cooking meals 
for all, to washing the utensils and 
sweeping the floors 

"It is a place where everybody is a 


nobody and the only purpose is to find 
spiritual peace," she explains. 

Today, looking back at her career, 
which .snc embarked on more than 25 
years ago, Arpana makes a candid con¬ 
fident appraisal of her work. "When 1 
started, I was a young girl, in .search of 
,an identity and in search of a path that 
would help me escape from falling 
into the assigned roles,' she says 
"Today, that seardi is Jong over. Now 
it IS a direct cuiifronlation between me 
and my work and the important thing 
is to makeitevolveintoabetterwork." 

For an artist, there can be no stagna- 
bun. Life, and the creative process, has 
to go on. And nobody knows that bet¬ 
ter than Arpana Caur. ■ 



The artist in a pensive mood 
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Home Away From 



opal, who has had nii intt-nlion of 
makinj; a myslorj of Jus whoio- 
ahoiits, w living -.cam-Iv a fi'vv milv; 
away from Sunn and his daughters 
in the house of an old student ot his 
This IS m an old pait of the town, 
w'hcre tiny lanes eriss-cross one 
another iind homes, small shops and 
restaurants, jostle together in a jum¬ 
ble of noisy existence Copal's room, 
above the printing press that 
belongs to his student, is an odd 
place for a man to retreat’ to—the 
thought will occur to all those who 
visit him. But like the truck drivers, 
who after a night of frenetic driving, 
go to sleep in the womb-like interi¬ 
ors of their driving cabin.s, wholly 
■nsulated Irom the outside world, 
jopal IS unaware of the jangle ot 
noises 111 which he is living his life. 

Now the interlude of wace sud¬ 
denly ends for him Shankar, still the 
■Student, unwilling to sit dowm in 
Copal's pncsence, is there to tell him 
that Ramesh had rung up 

‘ And you told him I was hen'? 
It's all right, 1 never wanted to hide 
the fact from anyone." 

So Raniesh has traced me here I 
should have gues.sod he would be 
the first; he has his mother's 
doggedness, his father's sense of 
duty And so, he will be the first to 
ask’me the question "Why did vou 
do such a thing, t luru’" 

I had prepared mysi-lt ivtr this 
question, 1 had rehearsed mv 
answers before I spoke to Siimi, I 
had been ready to counter her argu¬ 
ments Now 1 have to be ready to 
face Rame.sh, 1 have to brush up my 
reasons, for Ramesh will not let me 
off easily Wh.it do I say? What w'ere 
the lines 1 had pn'paretP 
/ /leant a coicc . 

No, I can't say that, it si>unds 
utterly phoney. Even foan of Arc 
didn't get away with that one. 

It's II /civil a virus, per 

hapi, w/tich makes me lui apuhle offunc- 
tioiiinf^ as a full liuiiiun briu};, as a luis- 


! blind iiiul father.. 

This IS the right answ'er to give a 
doctor and Tremi may accept it, but 
will Ramesh? No, he won't leave it 
at that, he will ask me toi my symp¬ 
toms, he will try to connect them 
and ultimately, yes. F'ni sure ot this, 
make an appointment for me with a 
psychiatrist. No, he.sf leave this 
•ilone 

/ ft/i>Hg/:i of Puravdiirndasa's low, 
'Listen, the lioui strikes an 11 was terri¬ 
fied, I kueio 1 was runninp^ out or time ' 
bumi i.s the one perscin who may 
understand this, she w'lll know what 
I mean But this is not enough, 1 
have to be more honest with hot, 
more explicit 






What then? What do I say? 

I stopped believing m the life 1 
was leaning, suddenly it seemed 
unreal to me and I knew 1 could not 
go on. 

Is this the truth? Is this why I left 
my home, my wife and children? 
Could 1 have said this to Sumi? 

In the event, them was nothing 
for me to say to Sumi, toi she asked 
me nothing. I am thankful 1 never 
had to suffer the mortification of 
wading through this slush of 
embarrassing half-truths. I have not 
been fair to Sumi, 1 know that now. 1 
should have spoken to her earlier, 
iven her some hint of what was 
appemng to me. But how do you 
interrupt tne commonplace wi'h 
melodrama? There is never the right 
time in daily life for these things 
The knock on the door, the peal of 
bell bringing news of disaster, they 
can only come from the outside. 

Since coming here, I have been 
dreaming of my father How do I 
know that the man I see in my 
dreams is my father? I was only 
eight when he died and nothing of 
him has remained with me, neither 
his face, nor his voice, nor his man 
iiers, nor any memory linking thi- 
two of us together lust a blank. It is 
odd, yes, when I think of it now, 1 
realise how curious it is Can one 
erase a parent, even a ciead parent so 


completely? To some extent, ol 
course, Sudha was responsible tor 
this She put away everything that 
was our parents', even llieir picture.s, 
immediately after their death. I 
accepted it then, but now, thinking 
of il, I can imagine that she must 
have worked in a frenzy sweeping 
the house bare ot their presence 
And I know this too now. that she 
did it for me It was this, and her 
almost immediate marriage to I’K., 
that helped the quick translormation 
of a hou.se of mourning into a nor¬ 
mal home in which a family lived 
Man, woman and child. I’.K , Sudha 
and I And so I forgot, how quickly 1 
forgot the faces of my parents No 
memories at all. Except that, some¬ 
times, when Sudha laughed, it 
seemed like something 1 had heard 
once. 

And yet, 1 am certain that the 
man who visits me in my dreams is 
my father The knowledge belongs 
not to me, the man that I am now, 
but to the 1-figure in my dreams, that 
disembodied self who is always a 
boy. This father of niy dieams smiles 
at me, we w'alk the streets together, 
he waits tor mi* when I lag behind, 
he holds my hand when Tm tired, he 
looks at me affectionately.. 

1 know of course, what it is I'm 
doing I am recreating my father in 
me dreams as I had done in mv 



waking hours All tLo.se years ago, 
as a boy Inventing him Knowing 
nothing about him then, except that ■ 
he had married his brother's widow 
who became my mother; the possi¬ 
bilities had been innumerable and 
my adolescent mind had drawn vari¬ 
ous selves out of the protean being 
of the father I had imagined. So 
many of them: 

A man who sinned against his 
brother by loving his wire. The 
brother dying of grief and the wife 
and the man marrying immediately 
after 

A kind man moved by pity to 
marry bis brother's widow, to make 
tliat brother's daughter his own. 

A Lakshman -like younger broth¬ 
er, keeping a prcimi.se made to his 
dying elder brother to look after his 
young widow and child 

(No, this never worked, 
Lakshman, who never looked at 
Sila's face, not once, so that the only 
bits of her jewellery he could idenh- 
fy after her abduction were her 
anklets—this devoted brother had to 
be discarded.) 

It was when 1 read Hamlet, fortu¬ 
nately much later, that the most ter¬ 
rible version of my parents' story 
entered my mind. Just that once, 
though, for 1 slammed the door on it 
immediately. In this story my father 
became a man succumbing to his 
passion for his brother's wife, the 
woman compliant, a pregnancy and 
a child to come and then, after the 
husband's convenient death (no, I 
couldn't, I just couldn't make my 
father pciison his brother) a marriage 
of convenience. 

The facts, of course, few as they 
are, spell out a different story: 
Sudha's father died of typhoid and I 
was bom two years after my parents 
were married. 

But that was how it was for me— 
my father was never a fathei to 
me—not after I know their story. He 
was my mother s guilty partner, ho 
was Sudha's uncle, her stepfather, he 
was my mother's husband . 

And now I dream of this kindly 
man, as if we have, through the 
years, achieved a kind of j^ao* in 
our relationship, as if, like any .son 
with a living father, we have finally, 
after a long struggle, achieved a har¬ 
monious relationsnm 

These are peaceful dreams that 
don't trouble me—unlike the ugly 
dreams that tormented me in the lost 
few months before I came here, 
exhausting dreams that set'med to go 
on all night, punctuated by the need 
to empty my bladder. So exhausting 
that once, waking up, 1 had been 
^ astonished to see that it was only 15 



minutc'ti sinfe-1 last ivokc up; IhuM’ 
15 minutes had siwned a wcar\' lite- 
timo 

A/! a thing ot the past Now there 
IS onlv this room in which nothing is 
inino Foi .1 teiv days after I came 
here, 1 heard Shank.ir and his wife 
lr>'ing to hush tlie children and ser¬ 
vants hut the noise and the hustle in 
the I'ourtyaid do not disturb me, 
they have nothing to do with me. 

Liki' the rain-trtH's on the road out¬ 
side, M)ver\ mysteriously, wonder- 
lulJv tlounsliiM this human jun¬ 
gle, vslnch seeSi tp have raised them 
selve.s above all the 1 utile activity on 
thi‘ road below, 1 am untouched by 
all that is happening under my win- 
di »w. 

Yet sometimes, when I wake up 
1,10 rnoniing and see the branches 
oi tlie rain-trees filling up my win¬ 
dow, I tee! I am back in mat Iuh— 
cnckiscd room of the outhouse 
behind Kalvant's house 1 hear 
Shankar's w'lfe call out to her chil¬ 
dren and il is Kalyani's voice calling 
out ' Sumi Premi" 

Yes, 1 was at peace then loo, like I 
am niiw ^mdha, absorbed by her 
young children had treed me from 
the tug of her concern, I had moved 
awav riom Shivpur, from Girija and 
a relationship that had been threat¬ 
ening Ic' complicate my life. In the 
outbou.se, 1 i\a,s left alone sel apart 
trom the Big House by much more 
than the physical distance between 
us. It was as if the mist that sonw- 
tinies came down m the moniiiigs, 
novel litted, ,so thiit the* figures 1 saw 
s«-emed .ilways ha/y The voices 
muted and muffled, coming to me 
from some great distance I watched 
them, after a while I became a pa.s- 
time, but there never was a sen.se of 
involvement There was the man 
whom I rarely saw atlcT my first 
meeting with him coming out on to 
the terrace, standing there, gazing at 
nothing My landlady, whose tensi*, 
.small figure advanced towards me in 
a burst ol lordi.ilny, then retreated 
just as abniptJy. Ihe younger girl sit¬ 
ting on tlie sidesteps, silent as a 
wraith, her knees drawn up to her 
chest, scjueezing hcrsell into the 
.smalksst space possible’ And the 
older girl 


■sii*- nr*- 

I t IS not Sumi, however, but Kalyani 
who IS llie tiist lo itrme to Gcipal 
"I'here's a ladv come lo see you, 
sir," the pre,‘i.s btiys tell him and he 
thinks It IS Sumi But it isn't, it's 
Kalyani. Tor an instant, pe;h ns 
because he has so rarely .seen lier 
outside hei own home, Iv' does not 



recognise her She looks a dilierenl 
person in iheso alien surroundings 
Was she always so tiny, st' trail-look¬ 
ing? Charu is with her. C’haru who 
makes it absolutely clear tliat she' is 
here only as hei grndmothor's 
escort Scarcely looking at her father, 
.she helps Kalvani up the stairs and 
saying, 'T'i! be waiting downstairs 
tor vou Amma," prejiares to leave. 
Hon't go, charu, stay here " 

' Let her go, Gopala Go, child, 1 
won’t take much lime ' 

Come out heie then." 

He -shows her out through the 
nariow door, into the small terrace 
behind the room and then hesitates, 
it's too sunny here, there is no shade 
at all But Charu, her back to him, 
giK’s and stands near the .•■ailmg. 
Ignoring him 

The moment he comes back into 
the ivH>m, Kalyani bursts into words 
VVhaf have vovi done to my 
daughter, Gopala, don't do this, 
don't let it fiappen to my daughter, 
what happened to me " 

And then she stops, ahruptly, a 
hand to h».-i torehcaa, as i( renukmg 
hersell The', is not what she had 
intended to say! She begins again, 
this time saying things she has come 
prepared with She calls lam Gopala, 
dlagging out the last vowel, loading 
the name with alfcclion and lendcr- 
ne.ss. He is amazed that she speaks 
without ho.stilMv 


"When Sumi married you, she 
was too young, but I was not anx¬ 
ious for her, you wen’ older, you 
wen' sensible and you cared tor hei, 
es, you did 1 can still remember 
ow you scolded me for being angrj' 
with her when she refused to nurse 
Scema She can't help it. Amnia, you 
said to me, she isn't depriving the 
baby of milk on purpose How can 
you change so much. Gopala?" 

She goes on Moving from sur- 
misi’ to surmise 1 las anyone poi¬ 
soned hi.s mind ag.nnst Sumi? F Fas 
she done some»hing wrong? Can't he 
forgive her? She knows—and she 
.says this placatingly, so humbly that 
it hurts—-he is a generous man And 
Sumi too—^hc shouldn't think that 
her friendlme.ss with others means 
anything 

'Amma, it's not that, I know 
Sumi.. 

But she doesn't k’t him speak I 
know she was careless, she say.s, 1 
know sFie didn't bother too much 
about her home, "But, Gopala," and 
now she hesitates, "how could she 
have known what being a good wife 
means when she never saw her 
motlier being one? I taught her noth¬ 
ing, it's all my fault, Gopala, forgive 
me and don't punish her for it." 

Once again he tries lo tell her 
that he has nothing against Sumi, he 
tries lo convince her tnat he never 
expected her to create for him the 




W’urld Iso M'dnlod, Ihji ho did mil 
mjV.c ho! n'spDM -ibio bir j>ivin^ him 
all that he waiireJ in hlo, uut 
Kalyani hurritis on 

"I.-. It money, Copala'’ If >1 i.-., you 
know that Sumi and you will havt^ 
everything of mine I’remi is nim- 
fortable, I am not worrieil abniif her. 
Lven my |owollory- most of il is foi 

Siimi . 

Thif' lime he does not have to 
speak She looks at his faev and 
stops. And beems to crj I io waichos 
her distress hwple.ssly 

"Look at me, Ciopala/' she says 
when .she can speak 'My father 
died worrvmg about me, my mother 
couldn't cfie in peace, .she held on to 
life though she was suffering—she 
suffered terribly—because of me. she 
didn't want to leave me and gt). 

She is crying uncontrollably now, 
she can't speak. And so ho does He 
tells her that this has nothing to do 
with the lelation.slnp between Sumi 
and him, it has nothing to do with 
Sunn, .she has done nothing wrong, 
she has done him no wrong, on the 
contrary, it is he... 

Listening to him, she begins to 
understand that nothing she says 
can affect him. He can see the anger 
rising in her, anger she tries to con- 
ceal, afraid, perhaps, that she will 
alienate him by that. Once again, this 
hurts. 

‘‘What about your daughters? 


Have you thought of them? Look at 
that girl standing out there—she did¬ 
n't want to come, she came for my 
sake Have you thought of what you 
have done to them?” 

‘I thought ot everything Iwfore 1 
took this step Do you think Amma 1 
haven't?" 

Theiv IS a long silence* atfer that 
7hen kalyani stands up 

'Charu." .she calls out 

Charu stands at the door, blink¬ 
ing trying tt' adjust her ei’e.s to the 
dimness after the strong light out¬ 
side. She gives Kalyani a ciuick look, 
taking in the fact that .she lias been 
crying, but she .say.s nothing. 

"Let's go. C’haru." 

‘I'll get an auto, you ivait here, 
.^miria." 

"No don't, Charu. Lei's start 
walking, I m sure we'll got one on 
th«* road We will won't we?" 

Before leaving, she looks about 
the room lor the first time since .she 
had come in, taking it all in—-the 
thin mattress nillea into a dingy 
striped carpet, the rough w'ooden 
plank^ ot the bod, the bare table, the 
stung on the wall on which ho has 
hung .3 towel and a shirt.. 

‘You live hciv?” she asks him 

' Ves.'' 

And w'ho's lias Shankar?" 

"A student of mine." 

■ Oh!" 

She is no longer able to sustain 
ir.liTost in anything. The purpose 
that had upheld her when she came 
has receded fram lict .She goes down 
the stairs like a woman much older 
than her years, f'utting both her feet 
on a step before going to the next 
one. Charu follows, her dupatla trail¬ 
ing on the floor behind her as usual. 
Copal has an urge to pick it up, to 
put it back on her shoulder, but as if 
.she guessed his thoughts and wants 
to forestall him, she picks it up and 
adjusts il hf'rscif. Watching his 
daughter move away from him, he 
has a sense of loss so acute, it is like 
a physical pain Unable to follow 
them, he goes back to the room and 
sits doivn, listening to their steps 
recede 

Tins IS part ol il, 1 have to go 
through all this, I camiot e,scape. 
What had I expected, that 1 could 
inflict pain and feel none in return? 

I f Kalyani came is a supplicant, 

Aru is an adversary, holding her 
hostility before her like a wcaiwn A 
sword, scrubbed to a beautiful sil¬ 
very sheen, sharp-edged, ready lor 
war. She is determined to behave 
like an adult, or rather, as she imag¬ 
ines Uti adult should fv—> 


reasonable. She a.sks the polite ques¬ 
tions of a visiting acquaintance, 
about this room, about Shankar, his 
press and what work does he do 
there? He imagines that this is the 
way a prisoner would feel with a 
visitor—uneasy, longing for it to he 
over I Ic can see the effort she is 
making, he wants to tell her to stop, 
he would rather see her gnef and 
anger pour out of her, but she holds 
him at bay, she won't let him do any¬ 
thing but reply to her questioas— 
until her questions finally peter out 
and they an* left in silence 

‘Papa," she begins, then stops as 
if thi.s IS not how she wants to 
address him But the word has 
opened a valve and now it gu.shes 
out The confusion in her mind is 
reflected in her language—.she .skips 
from Kannada to English and bacK 
again, her saitences incomplete, 
leaving out words that she can't get 
hold of ) fer voice rises, trails away, 
suddenly becomes gruff and guttural 
as if something is cnoking her 

And then ■^e can't go on any 
longer, she breaks down and begins 
to .sob. But tlier** is no relief in this 
outpouring, either, she fights against 
It, her body shaken by the effort to 
control herself. He gets her a glass of 
water, tries to make her drink il, but 
like a petulant child she pushes his 
hand away. The watei slops over, 
spills, drenching her skirl, his 
tmusers, yet he continues to hold the 
glass before her until .she hiccups 
herself into silence, wipes her eyes 
and drinks the water 

But it IS not over She begins 
again. And this time like a surgeon 
wno has opened up a patient, she 
begins to probe, knowing it is there, 
the tumour, knowing it has to be 
found and removed from the patient 
to survive. 

Is it because ot something Sumi 
d.d. .something she said? Is it 
because of us, because of me? Is it 
because 1 was rude to you, becau.se 1 
always argued with you? Is it 
bee-ruse of what I said to you when 
you decided to resign? Is it money? 

He can s<’e tliaf nis .silen* e, hi*- 
j negatives tlnve her to d«'.*-per.jtMo 
ami she goes iPii to niemor «■*, 1 )o 

you rememhei. Pap,’'' 'lln , time the 
appellation com- s ca* il>. she is 
unconscious of it. 

"W'hat can 1 .saj to you. Am?" 

"Say It, wh.itever il is, tell me, 1 
am not a child " 

But It's no use, he cannot gi ve 
her what she wants, what .she has 
come here for When .she gets up to 
go, thi'y hav'e both of them the sime 
sense of failure, they are equally 



Sketches 

SIGNIFICANT OTHER 

A better l(H)k at the fx’tter hcdivs 

This Week: Sangecia (Bijiani) Azharuddin 

F irst brush with fame: Was as you could o\-iTlook tlio tael that yet in a him actress' bcx>k- she looked 

Mish Inilia Sangeeta, then a Sangcela lowt?a*d abovi* the awful 

lissom tei'nag4T, was crmvned vorticaUc-clialk'nged Salman — who And for an ex-model, who was 

tlu* most beautiful ivoman in was soon to ixirn the sobriiiuet i>f sex dejx'nding on her cheekbones and 

the country, and seemed set for a thiiiibK-—then, yes, lhe\ did look perfect complexion to get ahead, this 

lifetime in the headlines goi'd togeth«*r ftut poor S,ingwta had was th»* kiss of death 

Biili, as she is called by friends, did to sjx'iid all hi'r time .it hei ad shoots 

aaiieve that, but not quite in the wav trying her best to look shorter th<in So, did she make an ignominious 

that she had imagined Khan; to little effect retreat from the movies?: Not quite. 

She was handed a faa’-saver by 

Her innings in show business: Began Did Salman mind?. .Not in the least Salman, who dended that they 

well. She started off with sev'eral Mi' wa.s delinoiisU in love with his should marry soon—he'd already had 

prestigious ad campaigns, pushing Bijli, and all w’as well with his world a big hit in Miiinf PuMt kii/fl. Si', 

sudi products as V'icco rurmenc I'ne ci'upli' intended to settle down to Bijlam announced th.il she was 

cream, Ninna washing powder and blissful matriinonv, as .soon as Khan's quilling films to settle down with 

Lakhani footwear In the latter, she can-ei took oft, and .itter Sangeeta had Khan, .md that she wouldn't sign any 

teamed up with hei then boi’lnenJ, had Ikt stint in the movies more pni|i'Cts 

Salman Kfian, who was yi’t to make it 

big in the movies " And how did th.it go?: Sangeeta's The general reaction: W.ns that of 

Popularly known as Ponytail stint in the movies^ You could sum it relief F.ven thos..' producers who had 

Khan—after his rather unu.sual (in up in one word. Disastrous retained some amount of belief in 

tho.se days, at least) hairstyle — Bi)lani made her debut in R.ijiv Rai's Sangeeta's artistic .ibihty, were 

fialman was the firsl-bom of Tr/./c.-, as one of the threi' le.iding thoroughly fed up with havmg to deal 

soiptwnter Siilim Khan, and had just ladies, and came up ivith .i with her boyfriend's histrionics, 

ditiiied his first girlfriend aftei tailing pei lorni.ince that h.is yet to hi' Khan, apparently, was insanely 

prey to Bijii's charms .surpassi.'J m its wi'odemiess She possessive ot lus Bi)li, and exercised a 

Could have been lorgivi’ii even that, it firm control on how much — or how 

Did they make a great pair?; Well, it she hadn't committed the worst sin little — she could expose on camera 

Sangeeta Bijiani and Mohammad Azharuddin: Has she finally found the man she could call her own? 





hair. Apply it to the ends of your 
hair, ana keep on for a couple of 
minutes before rimine thoroughly. 
Always finish off with a cold rinse, 
as this locks the shine on your hair. 

If you have dry hair, then you 
can afford to use conditioner all over 
your scalp, rather than just on the 
ends, and keep it on slightly longer 

Never ever use a shampoo-cum- 
ronditioner. These products never 
really work, because while a sham 
poo cleans hair, a conditioner is sup- 

f iosed to coat it with a pniieclive 
ilm. And no one product can per¬ 
form both functions. 

If dandruff is a persistent prob¬ 
lem, then you could experiment with 
some ot the speciality anti-dandi-uff 
shampoos on the market today. But 
if you're into nature cure, then there 
are some home recipes you could try 
Yoghurt often perfoims miracles 
with dandniff-stricKen hair Apply it 
to the roots of vour hair and leave it 
on lor .111 hour or so befoie sham- 


first on your hands; and it shows 
even sooner if you don't take good 
care of them when you're young. 

Most beauticians recommend 
regular manicures —once a month is 
generally enou^, though twice is 
ideal—to keep hands in prime condi¬ 
tion. But if you're the kind who hates 
haidng his/her cuticles pushed back, 
then you can tiy' some home reme¬ 
dies instead. 

Rule number one is; Always keep 
your hands moisturised So, even if 
you wash your hands after lunch or 
dinner, remember to dab some cold 
cream or body lotion on them. If you 
work, then k»*ep a bottle handy at 
your desk or in your handbag, so 
that you can keep moisturising your 
hands every hour or so. 

These days, there are plentj' of 
specially-formulated creams in the 
market that are meant only for your 
hands—rather than your entire body. 
These are often enriched with 


pooing ott. Some fieople prefer to 
mix It willi hc’wn —gram flour— 
belore application, though 



Vitamin E and keep your hands 
soft and supple 
It you wash your 
hands fairly often 
during the course 
of the day, then 
choose your soap 
with care Your 
best choice 
would be one 
with a high 
proportion of 
moisturising 
cream. But if 
you fmd such 
products too 
oily, then use 
one which has 
a balanced Ph 
value, and 
will not leave 
your hands 
too dry 
Alternately, 
you «>uld 
plump for 
one of the 
soap-free 
wasn gels 
on offer in 
the market 
today. These 
will hot rob 
your skm of 
too much 
moisture. 

A regular oil 
massage is a 
must to treat 
dryness of 
the scalp 


FEET 

Most of us cheat on our feet dur¬ 
ing the winters. After all, they're all 
wrapped up in socks, tights or boots, 
and nobody can see them. And what 
you don't see can't hurt you, right? 

Wrong. Chapped feet are not just 
an eyesore, they can be awfully 
pairiful as well. So, if you know 
what's good for you, lake time off to 
clean, exfoliate—a pumice stone is 
perfect for this purpose—and mois¬ 
turise your feet. This is best done at 
night, so that you can cream them 
extravagantly before slipping on a 
pair of socks and going to bed Thai 
way, the cn‘am won't end up on 
your slippers rather than your feet. 

For your feet, a rich moisturiser 
j IS recommended, because the epider¬ 
mis is thick in this area— specially 
around the soles—and a water-based 
cream may not be of much good. 


SKIN 

Your hands and feet may bt- 
problem areas, but other parts of 
your skin require specialised care as 
well— your face, for instan''e In 
winter, it becomes essential to clean 
it thoroughly with a wash gel or 
wash cream (soap has a drying effex-t 
and should be avoided) before exfo¬ 
liating it with a scrub. This will get 
rid of the dead, dry layer of the epi¬ 
dermis, and expose the fresh, smooth 
skin underneath. 

But after exfoliating your skin, 
make sure you moisturise it; with a 
water-based cream or lotion if you 
have an oily .skin, and an oil-based 
one if you clon't. If you shop abmad, 
you could try one of the new-skin 
revealing lotions on offer, which con¬ 
tain fruit acids, and have a gentle, 
peeling effect. 

You should usv' moisturiser at 
I least twice a day, once in the morn- 
j mg and once before going to bed. 

I But if you travel by air a Tot, use it as 
I often as you can, as the dr\' cabin air 
can wreak havoc on your complex- 
I ion. 

Elbow.s are the other areas that 
need to be pampered during winter 
Regular exfoliation and extravagant 
application of cream is mandatory if 
j you want to wear sleeveless blouses 
1 in the .summer Avoid this routine, 
and you'll be cowering behind baggy 
full sleeves, even as the mercury 
shoots up, Ix'cause you can't bear the 
j thought of anybody catching sight of 
I your grungy elbows. ■ 
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WOSTALGIA 

GOING, GOING GONE... 

Trina Mukherjee visits the auction houses of Calcutta 


A iiyoni; wiOi an inriinaiion 
U)r things past would bn 
familiar ivith the few auc¬ 
tion houses of Calcutta 
Concx'ntratcd mainly down Russel 
Street, Park Street and iToe School 
Street, these old curiosity shops conti¬ 
nue to thrive, prosper and lure custo¬ 
mers with the temptation of owning a 
piece from bygone days 

Today, however, thest* auction 
houses survive not jii.st by selling 
nostalgia to the bidder, they also have 
to keep pace with changing times and 
offer anything of value to their deman¬ 
ding customers So antiques are rarely 


to be found here 

Some interesting curios, maybe, but 
what really catches the eye is huge 
mounds of modern-day junk, second¬ 
hand gi/.mos and gewgaws, and utili¬ 
ty items at an affordable price. A quick 
recapitulation of some of the existing 
auction marts in the city- revealed the 
ravages of time that ensured the survi 
val of only the fitti'st 

The oldest auction house was 
Mackenzie Cyall which wase.stablish- 
ed in the early 19fh century and is now 
defunct. A few old names now include 
Staynor & Co, Russel Exchange, 
Modem Exchange, Chowrin^ee 
Sales Bureau (they have shifted from 
Park Street to Dharamtalia), Dalhou- 
sie Exchange and Suman Exchange. 
Victor Brothers still proclaims to be 
auctioneers but mainly sells fumitu- 
re.'The present wave," says A K Roy 
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of Staynor & Co, which is at present, 
theoldi’sl auction house m the at}’ "is 
for househoki items of all types-- 
mainly furniture'' 

So, a typical Sunday morning scene 
at cnie of tnese houses will iKit find 
many collectors browsing in dusty cor- 
1 ners tor rare manuscripts or ancient 
artefact,s One will discover, to hi.s or 
her amusement, the frantic bidding 
foi a set of crystal glasses, or a pair of 
sturdy side stools or even a compact 
divan with built-in this or that (to be 
able to fit into the narrow, small rooms 
of modern tenements). 

At one such auction for mstance, a 


set of scratched and much-used oven¬ 
proof bowls was proudly carried 
away by the winning bidder ignoring 
th<’ scowls of the vanquished lot 
There i.s also a great dema-rd for furni- 
tuie produced by private dealers who 
often fashion them out as period pie¬ 
ces." We no longer cater for the discern¬ 
ing elite—our customers come mainly 
from the upper to middle-class stra¬ 
tum," . .ys Arun Dey of Modem 
Exchange 

The gloi lou.s age of auctioneering is 
indeed a page from the past. The gold 
rush for antiques, family heirlooms 
and other vbjets cf'arf began immedia¬ 
tely before and after Independence. 
After World War 11 Europe 
was trying to protect its valuables 
hum the all-devouring Nazis and 
quite a sizeable amount of the finest 
European art found its way to India. 


As far as Calaitta was concerned, 
when the Cora fvih/bs left indepen¬ 
dent India in a hurr}’, they sold some 
of their valuables at throwaway pri¬ 
ces, and quite a few of those found 
Iheir wav to the auction houses 

Though a far cry from their glamor¬ 
ous Angrezi cousins, Sotheby's and 
Christie's, the,se auction houses had a 
quaint charm of their own. And busi¬ 
ness peaked in the Sc’vcnties before 
petering off in the Ninetic.s 

Tliese auction houses may proicrt 
an old, familial sameness to unsuspec¬ 
ting pa.ssersby but their conlems h.ive 
changed over the passage of time and 
the buyers even more so A discc’rn.ng 
visitor would be stunned to sc*e so 
^ much of cheap porcelain on offt'r 
along with phoren stult—say for 
instance, a ludicrously fat Marilyn 
Monroe statuette leaning against a bot ■ 
tic of perfume, next to a bright floral 
teasel, above a shelf displa^’ing Ray- 
Ban glasses (gc'nuine? mavlx, m.iybc 
not), lust below, lay some semi¬ 
precious jewelleryalong with a blow 
drier or a set of curlers, beside a pair of 
Navtal locks Everything ot any value 
has its place in an auction. 

Nowadays, a pro.sjx.*clive buyer 
would rather opt for a second-hand 
air-condilioncr or a refngeratc'r a>m- 
ing from foreign consulates and corpo¬ 
rate houses than hunt around for Que¬ 
en Aruie chairs or Dresden rhina "In 
any case, such pieces are rare and far 
between—^if they come here at all. 

And tHey come for a high pnee,' says 
Roy .of Staynor. 

next time, you are sauntering 
down these streets and feel like pick¬ 
ing up a few bric-a-bracs that catch 
your fancy, do so, by all means. You 
might carry home a cute little figure in 
wood, china or metal, some whole.sa* 
me (meaning intact and a complete 
whole) pieces in glass, unusual trin¬ 
kets, an odd piece of furniture or two, 
or even a couple of good old records. 

But if you tnink you have managed 
to buy a relic from the past, chances 
are, you have been duped, not by the 
auction house staff, but by your fancy 
for the glorious past. ■ 



Time stands still in these old curiosity shops 





BEJAN DARUWALLA 


Aries 

Mardn 21 - April 20 

Cldnesha rlainis kwp 
your channels of 
HVBfl travel, coinniunica- 
L1 ,®Cj tion, coiUacls alive 
and bu; 2 /.inu, oi taco acute 
problems of niisundeisland- 
in(^s and losses For quite a 
tew a change- in |ob, business 
and protession Health will 
not be ot the best tlie iieiit 21 
days Ibis is very clearly a 
period of transition 

Taurus 

April 21 May 20 

K "1 Mereurv and Mars 
j tuni lavoiirable giv 
j ing voti swiH'tness 
' and strength In 
piailKal lemis it means work 
will he done, lelatives and 
tnends come o\ei to visit vou 
oi vou go ,ind see them A 
I liip a tie gives "leat sate.t.ii 
i lion Ihis wei k linds vou 
I striv 111;-, might and main to 
tin llier voiir cari’er 

Gemini 

May 21 June 20 

[ VS moon 

I III our,iges \ on to 
i.ike chances \oii 
■bVIW mav he able to pii k 
winners loo ()h\ touslv- 'nal 
I w-'uld mean more inonev in 
I the killv Man\ ol \oii ivill be 
1 I'l-autitying house, oltui-, shop 
1 or making mipoil.int vlianges 
I or he III the [ rocess ol huvmg 
i .ellmg, I'-nting, leasing and so 

: 'Ml 


Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

filiri] rt^niv nf the 
LVU j game is tinanco and 
jHC i riimance and the two 
J can and should go 
together Mars, well placeci in 
solarscope .ids as an added 
incentive to name and lame 
Publishing, coiiferena's, meet¬ 
ings, contacts, (oiirnev and 
\ iclor\' over enemies are high¬ 
lighted thi.s w eek Many ol 
vou u ill be rewarded 

Leo 

July 21 — August 21 

l~^' Meieury-lupiter tine 

t.ivour.s partnerships 

loiirt cases with .m oiil-ot 
court settlement torelolcl 
Many Leons will be tinding 
iheinsvlves afh*r a long lime 
.inJ by Decenibei this piocess 
shiiuld be complele I’hose m 
lilms, hroadt.isling and trail 
ing do .1 gieal |ob 

Virgo 

Augua^2 - - September 22 
I ’[ I'he sun in vonr 

I j thud .ingle .ucord- 

’l ing to I'yestern 
yHE^J astiologv, ronioins 
Mi-!cur\' lielping vou to laki- 
crucial densions, come t(> an 
iiu.leistanding, start a new 
venture, do .iwav with gliKim 
•ind despair, lake time hv the 
forelock and move ahead 
November 26-27 is tor con¬ 
tacts and communication. 


Libra 

September 23 — October 22 
Venus in vour sec 
JKTA I ond angle according 
wf w I '’'''‘“‘•‘■fe astrology 
.! result-, in cspensei.. 
atlaifs ot the heart m at least 
spending tcir coinloris, luxu- 
ties and pleasuri-s t'hildien, 
sports, hobbies and ire.ilive 
pursuits will have an extra 
edge Cianeshd s.is s you mav 
have to lend to the .sick and 
needv 


October 23 - November 22 
r~^’7'l Right tiom hiui.se 
' VBBki propeilv to 

! tili'iids and tiliiiilv to 
I the tough woiId Hill¬ 
side. you will he eoveiini; .i 
wide range c'l .ictivities now 
thanks to the Men ur\-lnpilei 
.sol.irseopic pi.icing Vou 
should deserve iiedit tor voiii 
coiir.ige and efloils also It 
will he to VOIII .idv.iiil.ige to 
finish pending w'ork 

Sagittarius 

November 23 — December 20 
fJovemher 26 27 
should be prelly 
L|9N|||y bu.sy- dates tor 
IHkiK Sagittanans and 
thi'refore, you should be on 
vour toes now Meets, coiiter- 
eiioes .ind g.itheriiigs lind vou 
in the centn' ol activities rhis 
will certainly bt- a most newsv 
week .ind that is tor sun, so 
ge.ir up’ for rcml.uts and com¬ 
munication 


Capricorn 

December 21 —January 19 
[ f c'hanccs arc you 

A making 

! aLa I nnonev Contracts 
I an be bagged 

Negotiations c«in lead to posi¬ 
tive settlements and thus there 
will hi ivliet horn tensions 
and anxieties. Many 
Caprii'iiiiu.ins ivill ieel secure 
and thus be ready to lake a 
ch.iiiie which shc>uld prove 
very w-orlhvvhile 

Aquarius 

January 20 — February 18 

I 'I he lull melon, 

' i SBWb l .11 cording to Western 
: .isliLilogv, gives you 
' i_jBr ! lust the boost yon 
; ii'iiuiie I he coneentr.ition will 
! he on career, job. pn'tessioii, 
j loans .ind possibly moving 
i house office, unless you nave 
1 done so alPMilv this yeai It 
I signing a conli.icl, beltei lon- 
I suit a iawver Do expect visi- 
I tors 

Pisces 

I February 19 — March 20 
I ' Lxpenses and a teel- 

1 lafaBKi ing ot unease and 
I’erplexity are dis- 
HTwAJ tinctly pos.sible now 
but lh.it should not deter vou 
triim your duty or work, 
i though r(‘st iind relaxation will 
j help One thing is certain The 
w'orsi should be over by th(‘ 
eml 111 this month. B) 
Novembei 26, nornwliy 
should pievail. 


.H -Tf 'A./Y- s- 


fifoMma>0r 24: Swr» Phito coi^unetkwi' says CanfeA*. ' - 

you nwgifwtlc«n .4 #.rt?turaJ Iwukr. JMbnigi »hpjsjM;g^ , 
n(Wt 5 gi)awi. 0 rou.wiaha# sVli'.' "f. 

/Vi w i i iiii i l^ii y jHt’ TKb fuB tneon.Bt.youf y 

... v,'' vtA'.V 

' 

stilus Jtni 8 toiier»bndtp^Wfi^i^h^,ip»]pfl^ 6 ^ -■ 

.. 

MCkrfktrine VmuSi smai’p ■ 

«a opportuhittei and tb'sociBitteiflg. 


I worii.Your iwftfth too wUI ttoubte you so laW care. Stay «d«i«lr; 
ftom lamity hajrelcB, 

iyo pffl wfti r r 212 !.. Mi^i .scictfle Mars, opjnwitioo Juphet ; • 

by,-^ tojpfj tlwrejUidh b<t good jncNiiey conifi^ your wiy. ■' f '‘- 

iV«s»rMtiwr jyi.' tilkMin'.bpposttton Naptune means you shoidd' { 
be,pTacB^,*tti3 gMotd agafnsi ^li?cett. TraOiel.iW c 

sjofi i^eam )w 

ch*<K*i ^ »how yoiir. true vvdrth and therefore, me Jikdi- “ -.'V- 
hobdoriniicciwandfattMtis'i^^ 


Exquisite enfismanship in 
^ International Standard 
;Jr 22/22 Karat gold and 

^ diamondjewellery. 

% Dealer in precious and 
astrological stones. 


P. C. CHANDRA 


A jewel of jewels 

Fli: 475 «734 • 27 7221 • 248 8062 
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PET PROJECT 


Maneka Gcmdhi's love affair with the animal world continues, says 
Samita Bhatia, re/x)rting on het' new hook, First Aid for Animals 


I t's to bc'lievc that a street 

mutt could be so soft to touch. 

Or that its coat would slither so 
j'iossily over its under-nourished 
trame But then, not every mongrel 
has the celebrated animal rights 
activist, Maneka Gandhi, looking 
after him. 

Pedign>e doesn't interest our 
Green Queen It's the nondescript 
pooch off the strei't, that everylKidy 
Ignores or kicks around, that she 
takes under her wings—to nurture, 
pamper and hopefully put up tor 
adoption by animal lovers like her 
Visitors to her house in Delhi's 
up-market Maharani Bagh, be pn- 
pared. 'Ihe moment Maneka settles 
down in her chair, a motley canine 
crew will surround her. And the lady 
u ill find the lime to give due atten¬ 
tion to each anil every one 

Even as she speaks to you, her 
hands wander under t’ e pelt of the 
dog neaiest her, hunting for errant 
fleas that he may have picki'd up. 
Onto she finds one such specimen, 
.she flings it on the maible floor and 
qua.shes it undeifoot—clearly, ani- 
niiil love doesn't extend to insects 
Gandhi has a new project on her 
hariils these days; a first of its kind 
guide to first Aid for /tnimii/s Co- 
authou’d with Gaiitam Grover 
(Sterling l’apt‘rbacks, Rs ftO), tins 
book will tell you all you need to 
know about caring for an injured or 
ill pet- - or even stray animal for that 
matter 

Says Maneka,' There was no 
.such first aid book in India We've 
Come acro.ss hundreds of people in 
this country who want tuW’lp ani¬ 
mals but find themsi'lves helpless to 
do so. As a result when they are not 
able to help the animals they stim 
noticing the pain of the animal it 
actually acts as a block that protects 
their own consiience. So we thought 
of doing this Ixxik " 

While writing the book Ganilhi 
drew' on the brigade of youngsters 
deilicati^ to the organisation, Pixiple 
for Animals—perhaps India's largest 
NGG (non-govemmenlal organisa- 


hon) with a membership that has 
alrcai^ crossed l.SlUXK)—beginning 
with Grover who had to co-ordinate 
with variou.s veterinary surgeons for 
the diverse information that the 
book offers. It took all of eight 
montks to gather all the uiformation, 
to collate it and cross-check facts. 

G andhi explains, "We took on the 
task of publishing a book which 
affords such in-depth information 
because most vets throughout the 
I country don't know anything." 

I Veterinary institutes and colleges she 
; has found, in fact, n'strirt themselves 


ical ethics. 

"Besides, they do such a huge 
amount of unnecessary dissection 
that by the time the student gradu¬ 
ates from the institute, he or she has 
lost any feeling of compassion for 
the animals, fiom whom they are 
going to be earning their livelihood,' 
she adds. 

This may come as a surprise to 
most people, but around W per cent 
of the graduating vets prefer work¬ 
ing for slaughtemouses while nine 
per cent wind their way to poultry 
farms oi piggerieh—slaughter hous¬ 
es of a different kmd. 


Says Maneka, "Just a paltry one 
per cent actually end up working for 

Maneka Gandhi surrounded by her canine crew: 'I chose animals deliberately’ 



animal welfare. In fact, I find that 
compounders are far more learned 
and sensitive to the animal than the 
supposed vet." 

It has been her experience—and 
coimtless pet owners will airrobo- 
rate diis-^at vets by and large 
know nothing about diagnosing dLs- 
eases in animals. TTie result: fliou- 
sands of animals die uiuiecessarily 
just because the vet is unable to 
make an accurate dia^osis. Says 
Gandhi, They have been known to 
tmerate unnece.ssarily or just pump 
the ammal with B-Complex doses for 
any odd ailment" 

Healthy young dogs have been 
known to end up with cataract due 
to an overdo.se of steniids or to die at 
their master's feet after anti-rabies 
shuts have been injected into a vein! 
Horrific cases have come to light 
where the vets have operated on the 
animal and failed to stitch it up, so 
its intestines have fallen out 

Gandhi insusts that errant vets 
must be brought to book She 
explains, "The offenders got away 
.scot fix'c because nobody has 
thought about taking them to court." 
(.>n the contrary, she nas iound that 
colleges, syllatiuses and even vets 



abroad have reformed because peo¬ 
ple are litigious nature and don't 
spare them for their careless mis- 
t»es. 

In this scenario, Gandhi saw the 
necessity of publishing First Aid for 
Animals, a bwk whidi, she says, 
should have been brou^t out by the 
veterinary colleges of Hissar or 
Izzatnagar. Says Gandhi, “It's unfor¬ 
tunate ^t these in.stitutions have 
not contributed in any way to veteri¬ 
nary science." 

Maneka hopes that this book will 
serve a dual purpose: as a hands-on 
guide on animal care, and a textbook 
to train vets throughout the country 
She explains, "If you take your pet 
to a vet then you must know the 
medicines that he will be prescribing 
for the animal. So it's for you to keep 
a double check." 

Training vets in smaller towns 
like jfhunjhunu and Bikaner and 
other remote areas of the country is 
Gandhi's larger gameplan. She hopes 
that, "this book will bring some dig¬ 
nity uito the profession " 

The book is already doing great 
business. The first day that it hit the 
stores, an animal lover from 
Bangalore picked up 250 copies with 
the intention of redistributing them 
in the city. Besides, Maneka Gandhi's 
office has sent letters to the over-200 
units of People for Animals, asking 
them to sc‘li a minimum of 10 copies 
each 

P eople for Animals is an institu¬ 
tion .started two and a halt years 
ago with Maneka Gandhi as its 
chairperson. The NGO perfonns two 
ba.sic functions, explains Maneka, 
"One is animal weltaiv and tlie 
other to create awareness about ani¬ 
mal rights. You can't have animal 
rights unless you have animal wel¬ 
fare." 

On the NGO's agenda is saving 
animals, running .shelters, ambu¬ 
lances, taking individuals and organ¬ 
isations to court, collectiiw money 
that is then donated to other animal 
care institutioiLs that need it. Thus, 
there are a lot ot shelters which are 
not directly run by People for 
Animals but are funded by it. 

The NGO goes about its task sys¬ 
tematically. by establishing animal 
shelters and hospital; and when it 
encounters lack of space it pro\'ides 
ambulances which administer treat¬ 
ment to the local animals. The sec¬ 
ond major task for People for 
Animals are their adoption pn>- 
grammes. Gandhi elaborates, "That's 
to try and get animal lovers to adopt 
stray dogs off the street rather than 


go for pedigree dogs which are 
forcibly brM." 

Another welcome task performed 
by People for Animals is the produc¬ 
tion of literature on animals of which 
there is a paucity in India. I'hus, ani¬ 
mal lovers today have access to 
material which instructs them what 
to do when they witness cruelty 
being perpetrated on animals. 
Anumer is a treatise devoted to the 
Animal Laws of India', which is a 
collection of all the laws pertaining 
to animals. This has been sent out to 
judges and lawyiers, so that they can 
refer to it 

Ft*w people are aware that this 
country ooasts of the greatest num¬ 
ber of laws in the world pertainmg 
to animals "Every day we get hun¬ 
dreds of letters from people who 
I want to know what they .should do if 
they come across an animal being 
I mistreated. We have to stop hiding 
behind ignorance. The laws pertain¬ 
ing to animals empower us. But it is 
unfortunate that nobody knows 
about these laws and thus takes no 
action," says an impa.ssioned 
Maneka. 

While It's common knowledge 
that there exists The Prevention of 
I Cruelty Art, j9t»0, the Wildlife 
I Protection Act, 1972, few are aware 
! ol the Indian Penal Code Sections 
i 428 and 429 devoted to cruelty per- 
I petrated on animals. So if your pet 
1 was in any way hurt by the vet, the 
i latter empowers you to have him 
i senlena*d for throe years! 
i Armed with these laws People 
j for Animals has been able to rescue 
I animals from a cruel fate With a 
I quirky smile Gandhi says, 
i ' Amongst the things that People for 
Animals does is to go to court all the 
time We are very litigious and have 
never lost a case." 

So recently, camels—used on 
Bombay beacnes for rides along the 
waterfront—were rescued and sent 
back "home" to Rajasthan; bull¬ 
fights were banned in Goa; and 17 
construction rompanies wen.* pulled 
i up in Chandigarh for overloaoing 
bullocks at sites. 

T he latest feather in the NCXYs cap 
has been havirig a ban imple- 
j mented on testiiig co.smofics on ani¬ 
mals in the country’ Explains 
Maneka, "Wliile then* are a few cos¬ 
metic companies (essentially those 
1 dealing in W*rbaJ products) that 
I don't test their products on animals, 
j other leading Indian brands like 
I Lakmc and Godrej were employing 
animals to carrj' out tests. But as of 
last wc'ek they don't" 
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Ciandhi's triumphant smilf is 
understandable when you consider 
that this victory will save four crore 
animals in a year trom a tortuous 
death 

Gandhi aisoJieads ihe govern¬ 
ment committee lliat is involved in 
tes.ting and running experiments on 
animals ' We an* on the vi*rge of 
stopping dissection altogether." says 
Maneka, whose Fi'ople tor Animals 
units throughout the country have 
been campaigning against dissection 
for t*ver a vear now 

Since raising funds is an impor¬ 
tant task tor the NGt), n*cenlly 
People for Animals lied up with 
designer Kitu Ben to proclure a 
range of designi'r items that were 
meant to sensiti.se people towards 
animals The fimd raiser was instru¬ 
mental m establishing additional 
animal care centres in the country. 

There were T-shirts, mugs, 
notepads, caps, postcards, pens, key 
chain.s, stuffed toys and even geome¬ 
try boxes that sent out a singular 
mes.sage. animals are piHiple too. 
And the motto was: caring means 
sharing 

The entire collection—^a .sell-out 
in all the cities that it travelled to— 
was replete with figures of animals 
for whom extinction looms large 
while it was crafted in materials that 
did not require the killing of ani¬ 
mals. 
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For the futuiv, Maneka .says, 
"We'll be doing different things all 
the tunc Another fund-raiser is com¬ 
ing up in the near future which is 
going to be a raffle to be sponsored 
by Sita World Travels." The ratfic 
will be drawn by actrt*s.s Sridevi 
who'll probably add a liberal dos«> of 
glamour to the proceedings 
I Celebrities obviously pilch in 
I quite readily for the gooci cause. 

1 Wl.en the Chandigarn unit of People 
I for Animals was rai.sing funds for an 
I ambulance, Madhuri Dixit was tliere 
I to lend a hand "proving the fact thaP 
I the ammal movement is very impor- 
j tcinl in this country," says Gandhi 

M aneka's animal love has come 
in for a fair share of criticism as 
well Her detractors have o*ten ques¬ 
tioned this overriding concern for 
animals in a country where the poor 
and underprivileged often lead bes¬ 
tial lives. 

Gandhi is not fazed by such talk, 
though "Those who need to do 
thing.s for human beings should do 
so," she says "Besides, in my 
involvement with an animai s move¬ 
ment, I work closely with people as 
well." 

And It's nut that Maneka is not 
concerned with human welfare. 
Kugmark, of which she is president, 
has battled to save children from 
being drawn into the carpet-weaving 


industry of India, where they are 

E referrM as workers over adults 
ecause of their nimble fingers. 

Says Maneka firmly, "I find that 
people who feel and work for ani¬ 
mals do the same for everybody. 
People who criticise movements like 
People for Animals actually end up 
doing nothing for anybody—^the 
cocktail party sorts." 

Maneka clearly has little patience 
for these types. As she says, *'The 
bottom-line is that everybody should 
help each other. In India, govern¬ 
ments don't work and have tradi¬ 
tionally never worked. Therefore, 
India runs because people help one 
another and it will continue to run, 
however haphazardly, as long as we 
have a sense of social justice and 
anger" 

Thus in her own constituency 
Pilibhit, the first thing Gandhi did 
was to establish an animal shelter—- 
and nobody objected. She explains, 
”1 cho.se animals deliberately. 
Nobody eLsi* would have the 
courage to do it. Somehow the point 
had to be driven home tliat people 
ARE depi’ndenl on animals and that 
animaLs were getting a bad deal It 
needed somebody to come forward 
and to take their side " 

Beside.s, .she cxplaiiw, her efforts 
tor animal welfare are, in fact, direct¬ 
ed towards people what with 70 per 
cent ot our ^ipulation dependent on 
animals for their livelihood The 
People for Animals teams fan out 
into the villages, teaching people 
how best they can Uxik after their 
livestock, and also vaccinate the 
cows free of charge. For, says 
Maneka, 'if these animals die or are 
badly treated, then their owners run 
the aanger of losing their livelihcKid. 
So we are not just a cat and dog 
movement." 

While the People for Ammals 
membership grows at the rate of five 
to 10 members a day the only real 
problem is the lack of formal train¬ 
ing for members. But a solution may 
be at hand, with Gandhi actively 
working towards the establishment 
of an Animal Welfare Institute at the 
end of next year that will provide 
training to members and anyone 
who is interested in animal care. 

At the end of the day, says 
Gandhi, "We want to train judges, 
agriailtural extension workers, get 
involved with the pesticide move¬ 
ment, link up the environment, ani¬ 
mals and the vegetarian movemefit." 

Good idea that. As Maneka 
would say— echoin|^ her now- 
famous ad propagating vegetarian¬ 
ism on television— 'acchha hat". ■ 
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JAYABRATO CHATTERJEE, film-maker and corporate communicator, has recently had a runaway 
success in his first novel. Last Tredn to Iimocencc. The book opened to excellent reviews in India and 
abroad. And now news has come tfwt he is the only Indian author to be nominated for the 1997 
. Hawthorndcn Castle Fellowship, Scotland. Jayabrato is looking forward to working there with four 
other international authors. 

W hat is your idea of perfect 
happiness? 

Spending an entin: Sunday with 
i)il in my hair and a sung on my 
hps. '% 

What is yutIhgFcatest fear? 

lAising my designer kurtas. 

Who or what has been the greatest 
influence in your life? 

The permanence of some 
relationships. 


What do you dislike 
most in others? 

Big talk and bad breath 


What do you dislike most in 
others? 

Big talk and bad breath. 

What do you dislike most in 
yourself? 

My outspokennest 
What is your most predous 
possession? 

My sense of humour. 

What objects do you always cany? 

A bottle of Obsession for Men, 
Alka Seltzer, dental floss and lots 
of laughter. 

What makes you most depressed? 

Inequality of any kind 
What do you dislike most on your 
appearance? 

Never thought about it. 

What is your favourite word? 

Fun and fiddlesticks. 

What is your favourite journey? 

Catching the Last Train to 
Innocence. 

What is your favourite dream? 

Sipping a robust Chateauneuf- 
du'Pape over a lazy monsoon 
evening with nw beloved. 

What is your nl^tmare? 

Waking up on Monday 
mornings. 

What or who is the greatest love 
of your life? 

My family and friends. 

What is your source of 
sustenance? 

My nervous energy. 



On what 
occasions do you 
lie? 

When I am totally exhausted. 
What is your greatest regret? 

That 1 was never bom as Peter 
Pan. 

What has been your happiest 
moment? 

When I met my daughter, ju.st 
bum, curiously staring at me from 
the nurse's lap at the Wtxxllands 
corridors. 

What brings team to your eyes? 


Sad son^ by Nat 
King Cote and 

torrid sunsets. 

How do you relax? 

By making others tense! 

What do you envy moat in others? 

Nothing at all. 

How would you like to be 
reme m bered? 

As one who loved not wisely 
but too well. 

How would you like to die? 

In a designer ensemble and 
with my claws perfeedy 
manicured! 
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THEY SAY FAT PEOPLE MAKE THE 
BEST LOVERS. 



DON’T YOU WISH IT WAS TRUE? 


hu* v.lll I.Rl'W il IMI I 

I'ci.liw V-'H'tl V'lij II .||! M K- kills 
vour imn lv-iiv, ii , in in.i 11 iIhi-i isiu ilsim 
ssHTWlMI'' flsr ^ 

St vshai lid' voi' '^i.’iii;.; !i> i)i> .ihm'l it ’ 

LOVl AND SrARVATION DON‘1 MIX 

Sl.iivinc; IS ilis.is(unjs tn; v'tir I'dily No' k) 
indnlii'n v''Ui love lil<* II ‘ to be |i.VMonali‘l\ 

losiim lA'hen voii'if '1i ‘;i(’riit<'l/ liuiigiV 

And while slitrviny, tiiies 'lelp v'l'U li'se i litlli' 
hit. It iilso liei' s yiHii biiMy viMl initn -ills tli.U 
inclutle vitiimins, sails and proteins 

Arluallv. ttK' key to a shaps'ly bo. 1 v 
IS to si-Ulptute the body, by 
losing inches Irorn the iii',!' 
plaies 

The* ijnly way to slo this is with 
the right exercises 

DO IT TOGTTNtR THt FUN 
WAY 

Now both ol you can workout 
together on the new range ol 
Magical Bodies Fitness 
Miirhines From Ftero 

The Hero 
Stepper 

Electronic lielps 
yon simulate the 
stiiii climbing 

'ily, which as 
" Illness buffs. 

•■I'ow, burns the 
maximum calories 



HERO 


Presents 



And It gives you a wir'r range ot exert iscs 
From low im|ia '. aeiobits tii high impact 
W'jrkouts 

ThtiidMo Allegro Electronic liirns up youi 
aims, shoulders ind stonarh wilti ils siinulateil 
rowing action 


And II k'-errs Hughs, legs and (alec's in shape 
with Ihc' vigorous ixnlalliiig mol ion 

the Hero logger Electronic lielps you 
etie.tivi'ly [H'lt'iirn the veiy firs! exercise known to 
man pulling one tool in tionl ol the ntliei 

The taslei anri more ihytumically you rlo it. Hie 
mure elti rtive it is Because tl'al s when walking 
turn', into logging which raises your body 
inelabolism loi up lo eight hours aflw you stop 
So you I oniiiiue lo hum lalniN-s, long alter your 
workriul IS over 


WHEN AND HOW YOU WANT IT 

All the new Hero Fitness .Machines have built in 
compulers thal kc'ep tcici'k ol yoix peiforrnaiite 
and the nuinlH-r ot calories you ve ‘jurnt Allowing 
you lo tailor workouts not only lo yoiii IkkIv's 
nc'eds but to your time schedule' as well 

So you raa exercise whe-nevet 
you like fogellier 

Anil w>lh regular workouts I 

you'll find you Itave 
'he kind til 
ixvh holli 
ot VI)'.' love 


■I 

■| 




The Magical Bodies Range ol Fitness Machines is availade at leading soorls shops anri Her>j Cyaes dealerships Foi lurlher iiilorrnation tonlaci Hero Cycles Limned, Hero Nagar, G T Road, 
Ludhiana 141003. Ph ( 0161 ) 670060 , Fax (0l61i670C02 Branch OHiees. New Delhi Ph 3270269,3274926,3280263, Mumbai Ph 2>l3395«.285s561, CalcuWaPh 2251041, Madras Ph 4992830 







The Telegrai)h 


1 ncr«jnro looc t 







the Ana has 

the cricfce^r's U£e ntvl 

l>u(:ines$ 

In the glanioroas 
w6rld of cricket, where 
permissiveness and infi¬ 
delity are a rule, Romi 
and Kapil have remained 
tugethcr although I am 
sure there havc^vn 
many ups and downs in 
their lives. 

Kapil owns .1 major 
part ot his ■suco.'ss to his 
w itc whose supjx»rl the 
i rivketer has always 
strongly reiieii upCm 
Being a cricketer husband 
IS a most taxing pn>posi- 
nun tor a wife as .she has 
to live up to the pressures 
of his prefessional lib*. 

Now that Kapil has 
retircit from the game, the 
dui> Citti really plun|i^ into 
panenthwd. 

Shome Mukkerjee 
Calcutta 

* K(»ni is definitely the 
stronger partner in the 
Dev marriage. Cridietera, 


Little Ameya: The new love in KapU~flcMni^ lih* 



in the prirtw of their 
larecrs, are hardly able to 
play the dutiful husband, 
tiften being away on tours 
lor months. The wife has 
to Ih! not only mature and 
understanding but also 

E atient as she will have to 
ear with grin many dls* 
appointments in her mari¬ 
tal life. 

Kapil is certainly rutt 
one of the most artkiilate 
cricketers. And Romi has 
compensanted this beauti¬ 
fully with her grasp of 
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I both Ihndi and English. 

' Riiftmbir Ray, 
i Cahutta 

; n As a celebrity wife and 
! now as a mother, Romi 
I has attained total fulfil- 
t ment which is evident in 
I her radiant appearance.. 
She had everythme a 
woman could wish for in 
life: a hugely successful 
huidrand, of money, a 
string lucrative bush . 
rK*ss ventures and fame. 

Th6 only dilrig Uuss- 


K 1 di^et wifii youir view 
that Ka|nl was not an 
imaginative caqptain. Kapil 
is a natural'crideeter ana a 
geraus and a genius can¬ 
not be calcuiative. He had 
the calibre by which he 
I could turn me impossible 
! into possible. 

As a dcipper he 
brought India many 


l.UCKY Al I, son of comedian Mehmocxl, 
Ivitomes a celcbnty in his own right with his 
very first album, ^iitioh. A pixifiie 
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As a dipper he 
brought India many 
moments of glory, it was 
under his atewardidtip 
that India won the 
Prudential World Cup. 

It is sad, but true, that 
Kapil Dev did not receive 
the desired support from 
many senior playns in 
the team fiv whatever the 
reason. Had there been 
less poliHcking he could 
have given India many 
more victories. 

£Xriw>tfatt Batmjee, 

Cateutla 


Sections 


Ifc TIME TABLE 
22 rOMIt'S 
26FOC t S 
30FIKSr FT R.SON 


Covoi Vik,)b Khol 


DELHI bTAKTS looking tor an alternative town 
ship in green Curgaon. 










ViuttKhQi 


CHiTER STORY 

LISTEN UP! 

LuckyAli strikes ivith his maiden album, Sunoh, 

fmnmiff that tlu*rv !v more to him than his celebrity 
father, Mehmood. Seema Closufami reports 

rUF. MWT FAMC^US STORY ABOUT LUCKY ALL BEFORF HE ACHFEV- 
cd celebrity in his own right, involved his far-more-famous 
father, Mehmood. As the highest-paid and busiest comedian of 
his time, Mehmtxid didn't get to spend too much time with his 
family. His kids saw him only raiely, and then for brief periods. 
So, the actor was understandably excited when he was meeting 
with his four soils after a long spell apart. 

The reunion was set at the airport, and MchmiHid headed 
straight for his kids, all set U> gather them in his arms. But there 
wasn't a flicker of recognition on those young faces. And then 



Happy memones; Mehmood surrounded by his sons 






















suddenly, his .wcond-bom son. 

Lucky, j»avc .1 start, iind pointing 
I'xcit^ly at his father began shouting, 
"Arredt'klw, MohmiMid, MehmtHid!" 

The four-year-old may not have 
rccogniM'd ms father in the man 
approaching them, but he knew the 
Hindi film comedian, Mehmood, all 
right. 

I.ike all stones involving the film 
world, this one twi ha.s some truth to 
if But, as Lucky himself volunteers, 
this wasn't exactly how it happimed. 
All's version of the incident goes .some¬ 
thing lik<^|ii.s. 

I Iis panmfi^ he says, were going 
through a far-from-amiable divorce, 
when he was around threi' or four, 
and his youngest brother, Masoum, 
was only one. So, rather than have 
their children witness the ugliness of a 
bitter battle betwivn their parents, 
Mehmood and his wife decided to 
•send the two eldest ones off to board¬ 
ing school in Mus.sourie. 

Lucky and his elder brother were, 
thu.s, despatched to Hampton Court, 
where they stayed while their parents 
sorted out the details of their separa¬ 
tion. The boys' grandfather and uncle 
would come visiting, and take them 
for the odd movie and outing. Bui it 
wasn't until the end of the lerm that 
thiy went back to Bombay to meet up 
with their mom and dad again 

The i*nfire family had gathered at 
the airp(>rt lo gri*ef the ^^lys on their 
return, and there wa.s much excite¬ 
ment as they sleppi'd off the plane But 
afUT that long spi'll apart, neither of 
the boys «>uld leixignise the members 
of their family Until, of course, 
Lucky's eyes alighted on the vaguely 
familiar form of his tathei. He had 
st'en this man somewhere before. 

(.)f course, he had seen him at the 
movies! That wa.s the tunny man who 
had made him laugh so much- Meh¬ 
mood 

But no, he didn't shout out, "Meh- 
mtxid, Mehmood!" as legend has it 
And no, his father was not mortifieil 
by this reception. On the nmlrarv, he 
was thrilled that he was ihe only mem¬ 
ber of the faqiily that I ucky had 
recognised. 

T oday, of course. Lucky Ah is a reco¬ 
gnisable figure in his own right. At 
38 — a little late by show-bi/ 
standards—he has had a ruruway hit 
in his maiden album, Sunoh. His 
single. OSandm, has moved to the top 
of every countdown chart on every 
channel, with its video—set against 
the pyramids of Egypt—being play¬ 
ed inces.sjntly on television. And Ali's 
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has been anointed the best debut of the 
year. 

But as you catch up with Lucky, per- 
died on me window-sill of a small 
room in Hotel Sands in suburban Bom¬ 
bay, he seems remarkably unaffected 
by all Ihe hoopla surrounding his rec¬ 
ent success. Dragging deep on his dga 
rette—he takes care to exhale out of 
the Window so that the air that his inf¬ 
ant son, Ta'Awwuz., breathes is not 
polluted —he talks about his 
ciiildhuod, his family, himself,and the 
genesis of Sunoh. 

The .songs of Sunoh, says Ali, had 
been bubbling within him since he 
was in his mid-2Qs. The ainccpt of the 
traveller going through life had 
always appealed to him, and he had 
worked some tunes out on such the¬ 
mes. But it wa.sn't -antil he turned .36, 
that Ali began .senoasly considering 
rmirding the album. 

Around that time, he met a couple 
of Englishmen at the pool at Hotel Sun 
'N' S^d, who offered to produce the 


album for him in England. But they 
expected Lucky to put up his own 
money, and he wasn't sure he should 
go along with them. So, he flew off to 
England to consult his brother-in-law, 
Michael McCleary, a .sound engineer 
at Trident Studios in London, where 
such famous groups as The Beatles 
and Queen have recorded their 
albums. Michael heard the songs, and 
insisted that he would record the 
album, and after some hard thinking, 
Ali decided to go along with this plan. 

Thus it was tMt Sunoh came into 
being at the Sound Studio in Soho, Lon¬ 
don, arranged and engineered by 
Michael McQoary for Smelly the Fox 
Productions, The album, produced by 
Lucky for Crossover Music, had lyrics 
by Aslam and Arif Dehlvi, whiJe the 
music was scored by Ali himself. 

Once the album was recorded, 
began the quest to sell it to a music 
company Ah had complete faith in his 
product. As he says, "I knew that 
something that had touched my heart 


The singer and the VJ: All with Luke Kenny 




would touch the hearts of others as 
well." So, he flew down to Bombay 
and began offering Stinoh around to 
such companies as the Amifebh Bach- 
chan Corroration Limited (ABCL) 
and Plus Music. But in the end, Ali 
plump^ for a small«^ company, BMG 
Crescendo (India) Private Limited, 
which he felt would be more committ¬ 
ed to his music and promote it more 
aggressively. 

And given the unprecedented suc¬ 
cess of Suaoh, that gamble seems to 
have paid off. The album is flying off 
the shelves in music shops around the 
country. And Lucky, who says that he 
had never dreamt that Sunon would 
be such a huge success, has proved to 
be true to his name. 


A s a child. Lucky—so nicknamed 
because his father's career took 
off after his birth; his real name is Maq- 
sood—had shown little mu.sical pro- 
iTU.se, though he did play the air guitar 
(a.s in strumming an instrument that 



Mehmood plays the comedian 

» evisted only in Ins imagination). Aself- 
® desenbed 'closet singer', who used to 
cxerase his skills only amidst the hills 
of Mussourie because he liked the way 
his voice echoed back at him, Ali beca¬ 
me seriously inter('.sted in music at 13 
years when his stepmother, Traoi*y,. 
presented him with his first guitar. 

Bui even then, he was !ar fr<im 
being a child prodigy He did .sing as 
part of the schiHil chorus, but a.-, a tee¬ 
nager he was Uw bu.sv being a rebel to 
concentrate on anything else- As a stu¬ 
dent at Bishop Cotton 'krhtHil in 
Bangalon—- where the family liad 
moved, taking up residence .it their 
farm — - this rebellion took the tonn of 
smoking marijuana, much to the hor¬ 
ror of his parents 

By then, Lucky's mother had mai Ti¬ 
ed igain-- a man whom hei son could 
not stand —- and he was living i\ ifh 
MehmiKid and his.steprnothei, 

Tracey, whom ht“ was \ erv close to. 
"But I Wtis a very sliaiige kid " he .says 
now, "I would do something wrong, 
and then I wuuUl make sure that my 
st-iund mother (as lie calls Fiaci'yl 
knew iiboiit it It w'as very important 
to me that she knew what I w.is doing, 
or how bad I was being " 

Tracey may haye been tolerant of 
this kind of hehavtour, but Mehmood 
wasn't ^nd every couple of monih.s 
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‘Now my father says he is very proud of me’ 

or so. Lucky would be Srown out of didn't need that kind of humiliation. the little boy would reply. What's his 

the family home, as puni.shmeni for My father had humiliated me enough name, would be the next question. In 

his misdemeanours. "There I would in life." all innocence. Lucky would answer, 

be," he laughs today, "clutching my Not surprisingly then, one of the "Mehmood " 

suitcase and walking down the d rive- things that pleases Ali most about his Recounts Ali, "Ihe moment I said 

way But, by some miracle, I alway.s recent success is the change in that, they would start laughing in my 

managed on my own." Until, of cour- pt?oplc's attitudes towards him—spe- face. And that would really disturb 

se, he reconoled with his family yet aaJly that of his father. "Now he says me. 1 couldn't understand what was 

again — and then wa.s thrown out that he is very proud of me," .says .so funny about Mehmood being my 

once more Lucky, "and that is .something that I father." 

All dropped out of the tniucahonal cherish the most." 

-system after schixil, refu-sing to go As he grew up. Lucky understood 

through the rigours of college. Instead T Tis itelationship with his father has belter iust what was so funny about 

he began helping his father on his X lalways been a meaningful—and his father's being a comedian But that 

farm, and doing other .sudi odd fobs often, difBcult—part of Lucky's life. didn't make things any easier for the 

He even startisJ his own bu-siness in He realised fairly early in liie that his sensitive teenager, and perhaps tliis 

Bangalore at one point, cleaning car- father was special; not like the fathers explains his aversion to the Bim 

pets, and made as much as Rs .30,000 a of the other boys in school. "When I world, which lasts to this day. Ask 

month. Other jobs included working was about four or five and at boarding him if he will sing for Hindi movies, 

on the rig of the Great Atwood Oil school in Mussourie," says Ali, "often he is quick to issue a disclaimer. 

Com pany I would find the nuns escorting some “I am simply not interested in the 

Says Luck y, "My father )u.st aiuld- parents to my classroom. They would kind of stuff that they do today," he 

n't understand why 1 couldn't settle enter and tell me, 'Stand up, I .ucky' I says. "The other day I had someone 

down in lih.‘. He u.sed to keep a.sking would do .so, and all the visitors call me and ask me if I would like to 

me, 'Kya kar rahe ho zinda^i mein7 would stare at me. Only now do I reali- record his song. Hie lyrics wcM some- 

He usi*d to n‘gard me as a bit of a bum, se that they were taking a good look at thing like. Ten tirebi kamar... I told 

while I couldn't understand why he Mchmood's son." him that 1 wasn't into doing things like 

couldn't get off my ca.se. In fact, one But this kind of attenbon wasn't that, and he replied, 'Saab, aa/kal to 

rea.son why I never thought of work- always welcome. Often Lucky would yehi chalta hai /1 had to explain to him 

ing in films was that 1 didn't want to have people ask him what his father that I was only intere.sted in 'jo nahi 

go around a.sking people for a break. I did for a living. "He's a comedian," chalta'." 
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Alisha China!; Made h India pop diva 


A nd that is only too obvious if you 
listen to Sunoh. At a time when 
such singers as Baba Sehgal are trying 
their luck with rap music and proudly 
proclaiming Main Bhi Madonna; 
when Bally Sagoo is rembeing old 
Hindi films songs with sample from 
sundry Western pop and rock hits; 
and when even such traditional 
staples as Raghupati Ra^av Raja 


Ram are being given a disco beat; 
Lucky Ali remains the exception to the 
rule. 

Rather dian go with the flow, Ali 
has decided to barter entirely differ¬ 
ent waters. So, instead of the sound 
made famous by Shweta Shetty (as in 
Johnny Joker) ai\d Alisha ^inai 
(Made in India), in Lucky's debut 
album we have a re-creation of the 


music of the Sixties and Seventies, 
when Mohammad Rafi and Kishurc 
Kumar were masters of all they 
surveyed. 

There is a cursory nod to the disco 
audience in the title track, Sunoh, but ' 
such other songs as PyarKa Musalir 
and Yeh Zameen Hai Aasmaan Hat, 
and even Veh Mumbai Nagariya, rely 
on melody rather than beat. And Mele- 
giMelea Manzilis more reminiscent 
of the ^azal style of singing than 
anything else. 

But what made Lucky choose O 
Sanam as the first single to be released 
on video? Did he think that this was 
the strongest song on the album? 

No, says Ali. On the contrary, he 
thought that Sunoh was a far stronger 
track, and so was Yeh Zameen. “But," 
he says, with a wry smile, "my 
countrymen are very romantic. And 
Sanam was the most romantic number 
I had. So, 1 thought I would have bet¬ 
ter luck if I released that as the single." 

Despite such calculations. Lucky 
insists that commercial success ieave.s 
him completely cold. "1 will make 
music only as Jong as I enjoy it," he 
says firmly. "The day I stop enjoying 
it, I will stop. And that could be 10 
years from now, or it could be 
tomorrow." 

For the moment, though, Ali plans 
to release his second album next year. 
But before that, he will be toiuring with 
an African group, Impala, in February 
1997, holding concerts in five cities, 
includmg Calcutta and Colombo. 

Has the success of 5uno/i put any 
extra pressure on him? 

No way, says Ali. "In fact, I someti¬ 
mes wonder why I do this at all," he 
says. "All I really want is to ke^ my 
life simple I just want to be myself; the 
way I've always been," 

B ut the Lucky Ali that we see today 
is very different from the boy that 
grew up in Bombay, Mussoune and 
Bangalore. And a major part of the cre¬ 
dit for this—as Lucky «mcedes him¬ 
self—goes to his wife of two years, 
Masooma. 

When Ali first met her, however, 

.she was named Megan. The daughter 
of mi.ssiunar>' parents from New 
Zealand. Megan too had grown up in 
Bangalore, vwere she went to school. 
But while both she and Lucky arc con¬ 
vinced that they met as children since 
they lived in the same cities and haunt¬ 
ed the same spots (the Ashoka swinun- 
ing pool, for instance), they don't real¬ 
ly have any recollectioas of these 
encounters. 

Their first official meeting occurred 
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two years ago in Delhi, when they 
were introeluced by Lucky's brother, 
Mackie Ali was on his way to do some 
shows in Pun)ab, but the two of them 
hit it off, and exchanged telephone 
numbers Says Lucky now, "I was 
attracted by now she wasn't blatant. 
She had a certain old-world charm. I 
felt that she was very Indian; there 
was a sense of traditionalism about 
her." 

After his shows, Ali flew off the 
United Slates while Megan relumed 
home to t^w Zealand But Lucky 
found thani«.vvas n\issing her terribly 
and called her up to ask her meet up 
with him in India. Megan agreed. 

"She arrived here on a Wednes¬ 
day," recalls Ali, "I proposed to her on 
Thursday, and we were married on 
Friday " Megan embraced Islam 
before the nikanh and was given the 
name ot Ma.sooma. 

Neither of their families attended, 
though Mchmood arrived in Bombay 
soon after the nikadhwas solemnised. 
Says Masooma. with a laugh, "Well, 
we had a lot of explaining to do after¬ 
wards. But we connected to each other 
so .strongly that we felt that it would 
be a tragedy if we missed each other." 

But while the Alis were quite happy 
with the match. Megan's parents were 
appalled that she was rushing into 
marriage in this precipitous manner 

Anaida: Singing Raghupati Raghav... 



BabaSehgal 

BaNy Sagoo 


And they were even more unhappy 
about the fact that she had not just con¬ 
verted to Islam but had also embraced 
the concept of bijaab, or purdah. 

This meant that in public, Masooma 
was always seen in a salwar kameez 
and with a chador wrapped around 
her head and face, so that only her 
eyes were visible—in fact, she even 
appeared in the video of OSanam in 
this garb. The McClea^s, who had 
brought up their daughter in liberal 
New 2^aland, were very disturbed by 
this transformahon. 

Says Masooma, "1 had to spend a lot 
of time with them, trying to explain 
why I had decided to embrace hi/aab." 
Finally, she reminded her mother of 
their first-floor tenant, a young girl 
who spent all her time in shorts, and 
often opened the door to visitors in her 
underwear. "If her state of undress 
doesn't bother you," she asked her 
mother, "why does my being covered 
bother you so much " 

Her mother saw the point. 

But why did Megan decide to 
embrace Islam and go into purdah? 
After all, even Lucky's motner, step¬ 
mother and .sisters didn't practise 
bijaab? So, why her? 

Masooma explains; "1 was always a 
somewhat hypocritical Christian, 
even though my parents were missio¬ 
naries. Eio, I wanted no hypoensy 
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Aii: Not sailing with the tide Mehmood occupies a special place in his son, Lucky^ heart 


when 1 accepted Islam. If I was going Now, however, she is sharing his because, as Lucky explains, "My faini> 

to become a Muslim, 1 wanted to be a success witiK him. The Alis always tra- ly is very important to me, but so is my 
good Muslim." vel toge^er, and Masooma makes it a space." 

And in this, she had the support of point to take baby Ta'Awwuz along. But no, they have no plans of mov- 

her husband, who had always been As Masooma says, "We decided that ing to India full-time. As Masooma 

strongly rooted in his Islamic faith life is too short not to do things toge- says, a little apologetically, "I love 

from his childhood. "1 have always ther. If we don't do that, there is every India. But I feel that Bombay is no 

been dose to my Creator," says Lucky, danger of our drifting apart. And place to bring up a child. In New 

"1 never ever gave up on my religion. since it's God that brought us toge- Z^land, at least, I can taike him out to 

And that has helped me get throug^h ther, we should try our best to stay the park or something. Here, there's 

life." together." nooianceofdiat." 

Hence, the decision that she should But the couple remain committed to 

li maintains that his life ch«iged appear in the video of O Sanam, even India, nonetheless. And as Masooma 

dramatically after he married at though only her eyes would show. bravely tries to master the intricades 

the age of 36. Until tfien, he says, he This was their way of telling the world of Hindustani—whi^ will help her 

had been something of a drifter. But that they were a team. understand the lyrics of her husband's 

the stead}d^ influence of Masooma Along with their infant son, of cour- songs, among otner things—Lucky 

—who is five years younger than hun se, who has just learnt to say'Abu* and louSes base wi^ his extended fami- 

—grounded him. 'Amjna'.Hisbirth,attheHolyFamily ly. He may not have lived in the same 

"Until the age of 36," says Lucky, "I Hospital in Bombay, was the high house as mem ever since he turned 16, 

was going through this phase where I point of Lucky and Masooma'slife. he says, but they are family for all that, 

didn't know where I was going. After But, says Ali, "I never ever felt respon- and very important to him. 

meeting Mascxima, I finalfy found sible for him in the sense of having to Lucky attaches equal—if not more 

direrton." provide for him. The Creator will pro- —importance to ensuring that suc- 

It is not entirely a coinddence that it vide; I don't have to worry about these cess, fame and fortune do not change 

was only after his niAaa/i diat Ah things." him. "As human beings all of us are 

seriously got down to the business of Now, the Alis are based in New tempted," he concedes, "but money is 

recording his album—andheacknow- Zealand, ^ou^ they spend a lot of not that important to me." 

ledges his debt to his wife on the time in England and Bombay as well. Music is; and that is what will keep 

rover, thanking her for standing by While in Bombay, they live in a hotel him going, long after Sunoh is just a 

him in his darkest hour. radier than stay in the family home distant memory. ■ 
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KETCHES 

POTTED fflSTORY 

What the chattering classes are talking about 

This Week: The salwar kameez 


T hc^l(ing point; Why, 

Jemima Goldsmith KJian. of 
course. The young attractive 
English wife of Imran gave 
up on haute couture (Gianni Versace 
was her personal favourite) soon 
after her conversion to Islam and 
began appearing in soft, luxurious 
salwax kameezes that flowed grace¬ 
fully around her thin frame, making 
the outfit the new fashion statement 
of the Western world. And the final 
seal of Mproval was granted by 
Diana, Princess of Waiiss — said to 
be in love with a Pakistani, Dr 
Hasnat Khan — who also began 
appearing in salwar kameezes, 
although tier's were more 


I slimline than Jemima's versions. 

I 

Media madness: Was inevitable, of 
course. While Indian and Pakistani 
papers made much of the fact that 
the salwar kameez had finally found 
a place in the worlil of high fa.shion, 
such foreign publications as Taller 
and Voj(uc ran full-length photo¬ 
spreads featuring the variations on 
the salwar kameez pul out by such 
intemabonally-renowned designers 
as Catherina Walker, Bruce Oldhcld 
and Kifat Ozbek 

Did these bear any resemblance to 
the humbler version seen on Indian 
streets?: Only a very, very tenuous 


one. The Western take on the salwar 
kameez had the trouser cut very 
dose to the leg, while the tunic was 
far more tailored than the Eastern 
version. And more often than not, 
the dupatta was shortened into a 
scarf, which was slung over one 
.shoulder instead of being draped 
over the torso in the sub-continental 
st\'le, 

Did the salwar kameez find life 
outside the pages of these maga¬ 
zines?: Not really. Western women 
ronhnued to regard it as exotica, 
which they wouldn't mind experi¬ 
menting with once in a while. 

But a fashion staple? You had to be 
joking 

And why was that?. Quite simple 
really, mimen who were used to 
wearing skirts, trousers or dresses, 
teemed with matching jackets, 
thought they looked completely 
over-dres.sed in the salwar kameez. 
So, while they would — at a pinch — 
wear it to the opera or to a fanq'^ 
dress ball, they certainly didn't 
regard it as day wear. 

Didn't Jemima make a difference?: 
Alas, no. The newspapers may have 
made much of her as the new style 
guru after Diana, but her look didn't 
translate too well in fashion stores. 
And it didn't help very much that 
Jemima slipped into a long dress and 
fitted jacket during the hearings in 
the libel case against Imran —filed 
by Ian Botham and Allan Lamb — 
in order to present a more conven¬ 
tional appearance that would go 
down better with the jury. 

Life before Jemima: Went back a 
long way for the salwar kameez. It 
originated in the north western 
region of undivided India and in the 
tribal areas of Afghanistan, where 
both men and women wore the 
baggy trousers and loose tunics that 
characterise the outfit. 

In Punjab, the salwar was 
referred to as a suthhan and the 


Diana, Princess of Wales, and Jemima Khan: Popularising salwar kameezes 
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The modern version of the salwar: Flowing and flowery 


kameez was also called a kurta in 
the pre-Partition days. But after 
Pakistan came into being, the term 
Awami suit came to be used to 
describe the salwar kurta, when it 
was worn by a man. 

The Atvam, suit was generally 
teamed with a waistcoat by the men 
in this remon, though the women 
stuck to meir Jupattas. 

The design element; Was conspicu¬ 
ous by its absence. There had never 
been a strong tailoring tradition in 
India — most outfits in this region, 
the dhoti and the sari for instance, 
depcncl on drapes rather than cut for 
their impact — and the concept of 
making anything to size was not a 
widely accepted one. Thus, all sal- 
wars were the same size on the 
whole, and Bie nada — or string — 
was used to make them fit both lean 
and fat frames. 

The gaz hoop was what was used 
to make the outfits — fiiat is, a mea¬ 
surement of one j ard (or th^ feet) 


was useil to make the salwar and- 
kurta. 

Tailoring came in; Courtesy Hindi 
cinema. In the early Sixlie.s, movie 
heroines began to appear in tight- 
tight kameezes that showed on 
every voluptuous curve they pos¬ 
sessed to best advantage. These 
ended at just above the knee anu 
were teamed with either slim sal- 
wars or .skin-tight churidars 
It wasn't long before every college¬ 
going girl was wearing the outfits 
made lamous by Sadhana, Asha 
Parekh and Muintaz, and before you 
knew it, the salwar kameez craze 
was on. 


Other variations: Followed soon 
after. You had printed salwars and 
dupaftas matched with plain 
kameezes; plain .salwars and dupatlas 
set off by printed kameezes; elabo¬ 
rately-embroidered salwar 
kameezes; salwar kameezes with 


cut-work or miriorwork on them; 
long flowing kurtas; short, fitted 
ones; trarwparent salwars...the ver¬ 
sions were endless. 

The dcs^ boom: Which began in 
the late mghties changed everything. 
It began witfi the boutique craze, in 
whicn every housewife with an 
empty garage and a good local darzi 
set herself up as a designer, and 
began holding exhibitions of her sal- 
war kameezes. But the reign of the 
bored housewife didn't last long; she 
was soon pushed out of business by 
the real professionals. 

And who were these?: Leading the 
way was the pioneer of the fasmon 
revolution in India, Rohit Khosla, 
followed closely by Tarun Tahiliam. 
The latter's contribution was, of 
course, the kalidar kurta, which he 
said would soon become to India 
what the little black dress was to the 
West. 

Angry reioindecs: Were forthcoming 
from Tahiliani's rivals, the designer 
duo of Abu Jani and Sandeep 
Khosla, who insisted that the kalidar 
kurta was their design iimovation. 
And how dare Tarun lay claim to it? 

How was this issue resolved?: It 
wasn't ever — though some people 
were heard to wontier why these 
designers were laying claim to a 
sfyle that had been around since 
Mughal times. 

Other designers: Soon jumped into 
^e fray. Remit Bal with his dogra sal¬ 
wars; Suncet Varma with his sea- 
shell embellished collection; Rina 
Dhaka with her vibrantly-coloured 
line; and Ritu Beri with her elabo¬ 
rately embroidered creations. 

But their attempts to re-invent the 
salwar kameez didn't really make an 
impact on the mass market, thanks 
to their pricing policy — though 
some knock-offs did appear in the 
high street. 


The salwar kameez ruled, nonethe¬ 
less; Not in its high fashion incarna¬ 
tion, but in its humbler form as pop¬ 
ularised by women, both young and 
old, from all the way fixim Kashmir 
to Kanya Kumari. 

Over the last decade, it has 
taken over from the sari as the outfit 
of choice for most Indian women; 
and in time more triumphs seem on 
the cards — even if Diana has re-dis- 
covered the joys of a short, sleeveless 
dress after a brief flirtation with the 
mystique of the East. ■ 
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Extract 

Recollections of a Distant 

CHILDHOOD 

became next month's bedroom, and 
so on: furniture would also be 
moved around quite frequently, 
somewhat to my mother's irritation, 
for she liked having things in their 
familiar places. She had grown up in 
one abode (her father's Dehra 
house), whereas my father had 
never been in one place for long. 
Sometimes he spoKe of making a 
home in Scotland, beside Loch 
Lomond, but it was only a distant 
dream. 

The only real stability was repre¬ 
sented by his stamp collection and 
this he carried around in a large tin 
trunk, for it was an exleasive and 
valuable collection—there was an 
album for each country he spe¬ 
cialised in Greece, New Foundland, 
British possessions in the Pacific; 
Borneo, Zanzibar, Sierra Leone, 
these were some of the lands whose 


An exclusive 
extract from 
Ruskin 
Bontl*s 
forthcoming 
autobiography 


D uring my childhood and early boy¬ 
hood with my fathei; we were never 
in one house or dwelling for very 
long. I think the Tennis Bungalow in 
Jamnagar (in the grounds of the 
Ram Vilas palace) housed us for a 
couple of years, and that was proba¬ 
bly the longest period. 

In Jamnagar itself we had atlcast 
three abodes —n rambling, leaking 
old colonial mansion called 
'Cambridge House'; a wing of an 
old palace, the Lai Bagh, I think it 
was called, which was also inhabit¬ 
ed by bats and cobras; and the afore¬ 
mentioned Tennis Bungalow, a con¬ 
verted sports pavillion which was 
really quite bright and airy. 

I think my rather rather enjoyed 
changing houses, .setting up home in 
completely different surroundings. 
He loved re-arranging rooms too, so 
that this month's sitting-room 
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stamps he favoured most.... 

I did share some of his enthusi¬ 
asm for stamps, and they gave me a 
strong foundation in geography and 
political history, tor he went to the 
trouble of telling me something 
about the places and people depict¬ 
ed on them—that Pitcairn Island 
was inhabited largely by mutineers 
trom H.M.S Bounty; that the 
Solomon l.slands were tamous for 
their butterflies; that Britannia still 
ruled the waves fbut only just); that 
Iraq had a handsome young boy 
kin^ that in Zanzibar the Sultan 
wore a fez; that zebras wen* exclu¬ 
sive to Kenya, Uganda and 
Tanganyika; that American presi¬ 
dents were always changing; and 
that the handsome young hero on 
Greek stamps was a Creek god with 
a sore heel. All this, and more, I 
remember from my stamp sorting 
scions with my father. However, it 
did not form a bond between him 
and my mother. She was bored with 
the whole thing. 

B etween Tennis Bungalow and the 
palace were lawns and flowcr- 
betfe. C^e of my earliest memories is 
of picking my way through a forest 
of flowering cosmos; to a five-year- 
old thw were almost trees, the flow¬ 
ers nodding down at me in friendly 
invitation. 

Since then, the cosmos has been 
my favourite flower—fresh, open. 


uncomplicated—living up to its 
name, cosmos, the universe as an 
ordered whole. White, purple and 
rose, they arc at their best m each 
other's cornpany, growing almost 
anywhere, in the hills or on tihe 
plains, in Europe or tropical 
America. Waving gently in the soft¬ 
est ot breezes, they are Ixifh .sensu¬ 
ous and beyond sensuality. An early 
influence! 

There were of course rose bushes 
in the palace ground.s, kept tidy and 
trim and looking very like those in 
the illustrations to my first copy of 
Alice in Wonderland, a well-thumbed 
edition from which my father otten 
read to me. I think I have read 
Altie... more often than any other 
book, with the possible exception of 
The Diary of a Nobody, which I turn to 
whenever 1 am feeling a little low. 
Both books help me to a better 
appreciation of the absurdities of 

There were extensive lawns in 
front of the bungalow, where 1 could 
romp aixiund or push my small sis¬ 
ter around on a tricycle. Site was a 
backward child, who had been 
affected by polio with some damage 
to the brain, and she was the cross 
that had to be borne by my parents, 
together and separately. Inspitc of 
her infirmities, Ellen was going to 
outlive most of us. 

Although we lived briefly in 
other houses, and even for a time in 


the neighbouring State of Pitthadla, 
Tennis Bungalow was our home for 
most of the time we were in 
Jamnagar. 

rhere were several Englishmen 
working for the Jam Saheb. The port 
authority was under Commander 
Bourne, a retired British naval offi¬ 
cer. And a large farm (including a 
turkey farm) was run for the State by 
a Welsh couple, the Jenkins. I 
remember the verandah of the 
Jenkins home, because the side table 
was always stacked with copies of 
the humourous weekly. Punch, 
mailed regularly to them from 
England. I was too small to read 
Punch, but I liked looking at the 
drawings. 

There wa.s one cinema some¬ 
where in the city, and English tan¬ 
kage films were occasionally 
shown. My first Him was very dis¬ 
turbing for me, because the hero was 
run tiirough with a sword. This was 
Nal Coward's operretta, Bittet Sweet, 
in which Nelson Eddy and Jennette 
MacDonald made love in duets. My 
next film was Tarzan of tht' Apes, in 
which Johnny Weissmullei, the 
Olympic swimmer, gave Maureen 
O'Sullivan, pretty and petite, a con¬ 
siderable mauling in their Ireetop 
home. But it was to be a few years 
before I became a movie buff. 

Looking up one of my tomes of 
Hollywood history, I note that Bitter 
Sweet was released in 1940, so that 
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was probably our last year in 
Jamnagar My father must have been 
over 40 when he joined the RAF, to 
do his bit for his King and country 
He may have bluffed his age (he was 
bom in 1896), but perhaps you could 
enlist in your mid-forties during the 
War. He was given the rank of pilot 
officer and assigned to the cipher 
section of Air Headquarters in New 
Delhi So there was a Bond working 
in Intelligence long before the fic¬ 
tional James arnved on the scene 
The War wasn't going too well 
for Britain in 1941, and it wasn't 
going too well for me either, for I 
found myself interned in a convent 
school in the hillstation of 
Mussoorie, I hated it from the begin¬ 
ning. The nuns were strict and 
unsympathetic; the food was awful, 
(stringy meat boiled with pump¬ 
kins); the boys were, for the most 
part, dull and unfriendly, the girls 
too subdued; and the latrines were 


practically inaccessible. We had to 
bathe in our underwear, presumably 
so that the nuns would not be dis¬ 
tracted by the sight of our underde¬ 
veloped sex' I had to endure diis 
place for over a year, because my 
father was being moved around 
from Calcutta to Delhi to Karachi, 
and my mother was already engaged 
in her liaison with my future step¬ 
father. At times 1 thought of mnning 
away, but where was I to run? 

Picture postcards from my father 
brought me some cheer. The^ post¬ 
cards formed part of l,awsun 
Wood'.s, gran^pop' 
series—Granpop' being an ape of 
sorts who indulged in various 
human activities, such as attending 
cocktail parties and dancing to 
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Scottish bagpipes. 'Ts this how you 
feel now that the rains are here?" My 
father had written under one illus¬ 
tration of 'Oanpop' doing the 
Rumba in a tropical downpour 

I enjoyed getting these postcards, 
with the messages mnn my father 
■saying that books and toys and 
stamps were waiting for me when 1 
came home. I prest'r\'ed them for 50 
years. My own letters can pen.sh, but 
not those postcards! 

1 have no cherished memories of 
life at the convent. It wasn't a cruel 
place but it lacked character of any 
kind; it was really a conduit for boys 
and girls going on to bigger schools 
in the hillstations. You took nothing 
aw^ and you left nothing behind 

One day in mid-term, my mother 
turned up unexpectedly and with¬ 
drew me from tne school. I was 
overjoyed but also a little puzzled by 
the sudden departure After all, no 
one had really taken me seriously 
when I'd said I hated the place. 

Oddly enough, we did not stop 
in Dehradun at my grandmother's 
place. Instead, my mother took me 
straight to the railway station and 
put me on the night train to Delhi. I 
don't remember if anyone accompa¬ 
nied me—1 must have been too 


^ to travel alone—but I remem- 
ing met at the Delhi station by 
my father in full unifoim. It was 
early .summer, and he was in khakis. 


but the blue RAF cap took my fancy. 
Come winter, he'd be wearing a dark 
blue uniform with a different kind of 


cap, and by then he'd be a flying 
officer anti getting saluted by 
juniors. Being wartime, everyone 
was saluting madly, and 1 soon 
developed the habit, saluting every- 


constitution; the separation from my 
mother weighed heavily on him and 
it could not TO reversed for she had 
already married again; and at the 
age of eight, I was .self-willed and 
demanding 

He did nis best for me, dear man 
He gave me hi.s time, his companion¬ 
ship, his complete attention 

A year wa.s to pass before I was 
re-admitled to a boarding school, 
and I would have been quite happy 
never to have gone to school again 
My j'ear in the convent had been 
sufficient pumshment for uncommit¬ 
ted sins. 1 felt that I had earned a 
year's holiday. 

It was a glorious year, during 
which we changed our residence at 
least four times—from a tent on a 
flat treeless plain outside Delhi to a 
hutment near Humayun's tomb, to a 
couple of rooms on Atul Grove 
Road; to a .small flat on Hailey Road, 
and finally, to an apartment in 
Scindia Hou.se facing Conaught 
Circus. 

We were not very long in the tent 
and hutment — but long enough for 
me to remember the scorch'ng winds 
of June, and the bhisti’s hourly visit 
to douse the khas-khas matting with 
water. This turned a hot breeze into 
a refreshing fragrant zephyr—for 
about half an hour. Anti then the 
dust and the prickly heat took ovet 
again. A small table fan was the only 
luxury 

Except for Sundays, 1 was alone 
for most of the day; my father's 
office in Air Headquarters was 
somewhere near India Gate.. He'd 
return at about six, tired but happy 
to find me in good spirits. For 
although 1 had no friends during 
that period, I found plenty to keep 






me occupied—books, stamps, the 
old eramaphone, hundreds of post¬ 
card which he'd collected diuing 
his years in England, a scrapbook, 
albums of photographs... and some¬ 
times I'd explore the jimgle behind 
the tents; but T did not go very far, 
because of the snakes that proliferat¬ 
ed there. 

I would have my lunch with a 
family living in a neighbouring tent, 
but at night my father and I would 
eat togemer. 1 foiget who did the 
cooking. But he made the breakfast 
getting up early to whip up some 
fresh butter (he loved doing this) 
and then laying the table with corn¬ 
flakes or grwenuts, and eggs 
poached or fried. 

The gramophone was a great 
companion when my father was 
away. He had kept all the records he 
had collected in Jamnagar, and these 
were added to, from time to time 
There were operatic-arias and duets 
from La Boheme and Madame 
fluherfly; ballads and traditional airs 
n'ridered by Paul Robeson, Peter 
Dawson, Richard Crooks, Webster 
Booth, Nelson Eddy and other tenors 
and baritones, and of course, the 
great Russian bass, Chaliapin. And 
mere were lighter music-hall songs 
and comic rHief provided by Grane 
Fields (the Lancashire Lass), George 
Formby with his Ukelele, Arthur 
Askey rBig-hearted' Arthur—^lie was 
a liny oiapj, Flanagan and Allan, 
and a host of other recording 
artistes. But you couldn't just put on 
some music and lie back and enjoy 
It That was the day of the wind-up 
gramophone, and it had to be 
wound up fairly vigorously before a 
75 rpm record could be played. I 
enjoyed this chore The needle, too, 
had to be changed after almost every 
record, if you wanted to keep it in 
decent condition. And the rerords 
had to be packed flat, otherwise, in 
the heat, and humidity they were 
inclined to assume weird and 
became unplayable. After a few tor¬ 
rid months in the tent house and 
then in a brick hutment, which was 
even hotter, my father was permitted 
to rent rooms of his own on Atul 
Grove, a tree-lined lane not far from 
Connaught Place, then the hub and 
business centre of New Delhi. 
Keeping me with him had been quite 
unofficial; his superiors were always 
wanting to know why my mother 
wasn't around to look after me. He 
■was really hoping that the War 
would end soon, so that he could 
take me to England and put me in a 
good school mere. He had been sell¬ 
ing some of his more valuable 
stamps and had put quite a bit in 


the bank. 

One evening he came home with 
a bottle of scotra whisky. This was 
most unusual, because I had never 
seen him drinking—not even a beer. 
Had he suddenly decided to hit the 
bottle? 

The mystery was solved when an 
American officer dropped in to have 
dinner with us (having a guest for 
diimer was a very rare event), and 
our cook excelled him.self by produc¬ 
ing succulent pork chops, other 
avians and vegetables, and my 
favourite chocolate pudding. Before 
we sat down to dinner, our guest 
polished off several peg.s of whisky 
(my father had a drink too), and 
after dinner they sal down to go 
through some of my father's .stamp 
albums. The American collector 
bought several stamps, and we went 
to bed richer by a couple of thou¬ 
sand rupees. 

That it was possible to make 
money out of ones hobby was some¬ 
thing I was to remember when writ¬ 
ing became my passion. 

When my father had a bad bout 
ot matana and was admitted to the 
military hospital, I was on my own 
for about 10 days. Our immediate 
neighbours, an elderly Anglo-Indian 
couple, kept an eye on me, only 
complaining that I went through a 
tin of guava jam in one sitting. This 
tendency to overindulge ha.s oeen 
with me all my life. Those stringy 
convent meals must have had some¬ 
thing to do with It. 


I made one friend during the 
Atul Grove days. He was a boy 
called Joseph—from South India, I 
think—who lived next door. In the 
evenings we would meet on a strip 
of grassland across the road and 
engage in wrestling bouts which 
were watched by an admiring group 
of .servants' children from a nearby 
hostelry. We also had a great deal of 
fun in the trenches that had been 
dug along the road in case of possi¬ 
ble Japanese air raids (there had 
been one on Calcutta) During the 
monsoon they filled with rainwater 
much to the delight of the local chil¬ 
dren, who used mem as miniature 
swimming pools. iTiey were then 
quite impracticable as air raid shel¬ 
ters. 

Of course, the real war was being 
fought in Burma and the Far East, 
but Delhi was full of men in uni¬ 
form. When winter came, my 
father's khakis were changed foi 
dark blue RAF caps and uniforms, 
which suited him nicely He was a 
good looking man, always neatly 
dressed; on tnc short side, but quite 
sturdy He was over 40 when he had 
joined up—hence the office job, the 
ciphering (or helping to create) codes 
and aphers He was quite secretive 
about It all (as indeed he was sup¬ 
posed to be), and as he confided in 
me on almost eveiy .subject but his 
work, he was obviously a reliable 
intelligence officer. 

He did not have many friends in 
Delhi. There was the occasional visit 
to Uncle Fred near the railway sta¬ 
tion, and sometimes he'd spend a 
half-hour with Mr Rankin, who 
owned a large drapeiy shop at 
Connaught Circus, where officers' 
uniforms were tailored. Mr Rankin 
was anothei enthusiastic stamp col¬ 
lector, and the two of them would 
get together in Mr Rankin's back 
office and exchange stamps or dis- 
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cuss new issues. I think the drapery 
establishment closed down after the 
War. Mr Rankin was always 
extremely well dressed, as thou^ he 
had stepped straight out of Saville 
Row and on to the steamy streets of 
Delhi. 

My father and 1 explored old 
tombs and monuments, but going to 
the pictures was what we did most, 
if he was back from work fairly 
early. 

Connaught Place was well 
served with cinemas—the Regal, 
Rivoli, Odeon and Plaza, all very 
new and shinv—a.iJ they exhibiced 
the latest Holfywood and Bntish 
productions. It was in these cinemas 
that I discovered the beaubful Sonja 
Heme, making love on skates, and 
even getting married on ice; Nelson 
and Jeanette making love in iluet.s; 
Errol Flynn making love on the high 
seas; and Gai^' Cooper and 
Clandette Comert making love in the 
bedroom (Bluebeard's eighth wife). I 
made careful listings of ail the films I 
saw, including their casts, and to this 
day, I can give you the main per¬ 
formers in almost any film made in 
the 1940s. And I still think it was cin¬ 
ema's greatest decade, with the 
stress on gtxid story, clever and eco¬ 
nomical direction (films seldom 
exceeded 120 minutes running time), 
superb black-and-white photogra¬ 
phy, and actors and actresses who 
were also personalities in their own 
right. The era of sadistic thrills, gore, 
and psychopathic killers was still far 
away. The accent was on entertain¬ 
ment—naturally enough, when the 
worst war in history had spread 
across Europe, Asia and the Paahe. 

W hen my father broached the 
subject of sending me to a 
boarding school, I used every argu¬ 


ment 1 could think of to dissuade 
him. The convent school wa^. still 
fresh in my memory and I had no 
wish to return to any institution 
remotely resembling it—certainly 
not after almost a year of untram¬ 
melled freedom and my father's 
companionship. 

''why do you want to send me 
to school again?" I asked. ”I can 
learn more at home. 1 can read 
books, 1 can write letters, I can even 
do sums!" 

"Not bad for a boy of nine," said 
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my father, "But I can'll teach you 
Algebra, Physics and Chemistry." 

"I don't want to be a chemist." 

"Well, what would you like to be 
when you grow up?" 

"A lap dancer.'' 

"We've been seeing too many 
pictures. Everyone says I spoil you." 

I tried another argument. "You 
have to live on yoiix own again. 
You'll feel lonely." 

"That can't oe helped, son, but 
I'll come to see you as often as 1 can. 
You see, they are posting me to 
Karachi for some time, and then 1 'U 
be moved again—they won't allow 
me to keep you with me at some of 
these places Would you like to stay 
with your mother?" 

I ^ook my head. 

"With Calcutta Granny?" 

"1 don't know her.*' 

"When the War's ovet I'll take 
you with me to England. But for the 
next year or two we must stay here. 
I've found a nice school for you." 

"Another convent?" 

"No, it's a prep school for boys 
in Simla And I may be able to get 
posted there during the summer." 

"I want to see it first," I said. 

"We'll go to Simla together. Not 
now—in April or May, before it gets 
too hoi. It doesn't matter if you join 
school a bit late—I know you'll soon 
catch up with the others.''^ 

There was a brief trip to Dehra 
Dun. I think my father felt that there 
was still a chance of a reconciliation 
with my mother. But her affair with 
the businessman was too far gone. 
His own wife had been practically 
abandoned and left to look after tne 
photographic shop she had brought 
along with her dowry. She was a 
stout lady with high blood pressure, 
who once went in search of my 
mother and stepfather with an axe. 
Fortunately they were not at home 

that day and she had to vent her 
fury on the furniture. 

In later years when I got to know 
her quite well she told me that my 
father was a very decent man, who 
treated her with great courtesy and 
kindness on the one occasion diey 
met. 

I remember we stayed in a little 
hotel or boarding house just off the 
Eastern Canal Road. 

Dehra was a green and leafy 

E lace. The houses were separated 
edges, not walls, and the residents 
areas were criss-crossed by little 
lanes bordered by hibiscus or olean¬ 
der shrubs. 

We were soon back in Delhi. 

My parents' separation was final; 
and it was almost two wars before I 
saw my mother again, fi 













Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

Cani<9ha !.a)’s you 
will make your 
views known at a 
group meeting, a 
conference or a meet Your 
intuition will aid you in yuur 
business. Loans and funds 
will be pivotal. A problem will 
be resolved and that should 

g ive you sweet satisfaction. 

ut try to avoid a confronta¬ 
tion ot wills. 

Taurus 

April 21 — May 20 

A little bit of fun and 
creativity', a little bit 
of funds and loans 
and some amount of 
partying take up your lime. 
Children give joy Take care 
not to go all overboard when 
It conies to handling money. 
You will need enti.i tinie to 
pursue personal and private 
intere.sts and whims Take care 
ot your health 

Gemini 

May 21 — June 20 

Cicminis are usuallv 
good at getting .ind 
ferreting news, mtoi- 
malion .ind gossip 
The home will also call foi 
atlenlioii and you m.iv have a 
lot to handle Po tackle (lungs 
one at a time There will be an 
elaborate round ot socialising 
in stem' lor vou 'I ravel is a 
distinct possibility; so gear up 
tor It 





Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

Tlie idiosyncracies of 
others should not be 
allowed to sUip your 
progress. Bo tirm 
and tolerant and assess a 
given situation. December 2-4 
will be newsy and rosy. 
Through a friend or the boss, 
you will make new contacts 
which will help you 
Collaboration efforts are defi¬ 
nitely localised. 

Leo 

July 21 — August 21 

Love will radiate 
light and laughter 
lor you. It will also 
work wonders lor 
your ego Also, you may he 
iaced with extra duties, both 
at work and in the home front, 
'lake It as a < hallenge You 
could turn to inataphysical 
and spiritual interests. 
Finances, taxes and sources ol 
revenue will hgure also 

Virgo 

Augusr22 - Septembei 22 

Fiusl your jiidgnieni 
and move ahead. 

^'oil will have the 
_! chance to make vour 
iiuiik An exceplion.illy 
lavourable Mars placing lielps 
vou lo gel what you want. 
Sitmeonc at a distance may do 
you a big tai oiii or make mat- 
teis e.isv tor you. Benefits 
acmie through socialising and 
triendship. 



Libra 

Seplemtier 23 — October 22 
Children's interests 
and motivations, 
travel, iiade, ties, 

. contacts and com¬ 
munication, expenses, buying, 
and selling could keep you 
occupied These various expe¬ 
riences will al.so hold you in 
giHid .stead. Some leftover 
tasks will have to be altenJed 
lo this week. 1 heretore, gear 
youi'scll for it. 

Scorpio 

October23 — November 22 
/t Gane.sha claims 
giKid news relating 
to tmanie, romance, 
i publushing, giublicitv 
and educational matters, .ill of 
which make you happv- 
December 2-S tax ours ties and 
business transactions ^'ou 
may also look forwaid U> an 
influx ot wealth llie next 21 
days You will reach an agree¬ 
ment in (he nexl 41 days 

Sagittarius 

November 23— December 20 
' lou will be a si|uare 
shooter .ind win tlie 





game Your drive to 
succeed will be enor¬ 
mous and that will help you 
to achieve \-our goals If small 
problems arise aoout relation 
ships. \ou will be .if>le lo solve 
It S'ou will b" inspired lo do 
sometbing iri-ative I'hat 
should give \ on an extr.i 
dimension 


Capricorn 

DeiaDmber 21 — January 19 
'. The use of finances, 
|oint as,scts. insur- 
j ance and legacy will 
•I be ol paramount 
interest Your incoini, loo, will 
come in foi siTUtiny and 
maybe a raise is on the anvil 
Aget-ncb-ciuick scheme will 
be pioposed to you There is a 
lot nappeiiing socially so you 
can now make the most of it 
Pravei is on the card.s. 

Aquarius 

January 20 — February 18 

The l.iw of chances 
iaWW'i helps you lo be pop- 
1 i ular, ti.ivel, gam 

1.. 3K.. I gooilies aiui have 
nionev Some ut yoiii social 
plans x\ ill Work out with a 
few changes Iravc'l pl.ins will 
give excellent lesults or yuJds 
now or next month (iCt leed- 
backs lor your ideas. I'hc* .sign¬ 
ing ot conliacts and deeds will 
be important 

Pisces 

February 19 — March 20 

(’ont.icts, contracts, 
.in engagement, a 
I position ol trust and 
: aulliontv aie the 
happy teatuie.s of the week, 
you will have a rapport with 
people despite the siruggle for 
powei. lake care ol impulsive 
extravagan.'a as it will cost 
you de.irly Do not cjuibble 
about iniiiui in.itliTs it vou 
w.int to be happv 



BIRTHDAYS 


- irii(boft(?iqu!tfi! 'ftuto jiAeana,« titfk pslHeflce will 

■ ftwetolck 

\ At liniy^r wtah befolx 



ine0nawriti^,'tiiilt04a,' . 

orti^ iHod 


poets have it made. For others too, this will be a year of 
changes and chtneetj- 

DoreMfben Jl’ Moon .seidlle sun .sIkiws vyheihcr in hu.siness. job 
*11 profes.'tion, yoti will Iwve the oppoituniiies you need to 
make It hij^. Mairiagc Ls or tlie cards. 

iJecombee dr Momt squan* Jupiter-Neptune showl* white the 
' genog may not b^teat. ytni will have your just rewards pro¬ 
vided you aw wUung to work for it. 

/TerOMriser 7 r .M<^ aextile Mercury indicates you should 
work in secrecy.for best results. You will succeed in sellinp 
your ideas, products and services. 


ExgauUe cntfhnuuiship in 
^ International Standard 
9 22/22 Ki^ gold and 

diamondjewettety. 
Hooter in precious and 
astrological stones. 
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THE LOCKHORNS 



LEROY’S JOST NO GOOD ONTIL HE’S HAD 
HIS MORNING COFFEE.” 
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CiaM tiy Kng Ftaum me ww nffv 















IN SUBURBIA 

Av land prices in Delhi rocl^t, more and more people are moving to the 
outskirts of the city. Samita Bhatia reports 



F irully The magu i>t natiia*. 

the luxury of open spaces and 
a home you'd love to i>wn Air 
that IS actually cnsp and clear 
A.sparkling blue >»ky whuh vou can 
actually 's4*e', complimenteil with 
wispy cloitUs to complete the 
picture-perhvt setting dost' your 
eyes and imagine an apartment or an 
ideal honu* with large, airy rooms 
No dark, dingy comers, no 
unnecessary echot's, no humping 
inlti furniture for lack of spare 

just as ()e!hi bursts at the seams, 
splutters and chokes in it s own 
smog, l^’lhiitt's looking tor a home 
— far from the madding crowd — 
have innumerable options thrown 
open to them Ctjititms that arc just a 
stone's thru’’' away on the fringes of 

26 


the wheezing capital Strategically 
located on the foothills of the 
Aravalis and the intersection ol the 
1^‘lhi-Jaipui national highway that 
ciisscrosses with the Vltmrauli- 
<^iirgaun and handabad-Curgaon 
highways, lies ’he green alternative 
to the capital 

As in anv other bursting mctix), 
IX’lhi's exocfus to its southward 
suburbs is tm History proves that 
Delhi has consistently miived 
southwards in search of a l:>ettei 
quality of life - - trom old Delhi to 
new and then onwards to south 
Delhi Only today the march is 
towards the envinmmentally- 
triendiy townships that have be* n 
unobtrusiveh establishing 
themsi'lves |ust beyond the Delhi 


border since 1981) Huge corporate 
giants, committed to providing 
comfortable housing to those 
aspiring to better their quality of 
living, are developing over 6,(HK) 
acres m (iurgaon, the most covnried 
settlement lusl south of south 
Delhi'. 

'Hie development of Haryana, 
courtesy private builders, has bwii a 
blessing in disguise even for the 
farmers from whom the land has 
been purchased Says Colonel Prithvi 
Nath, spikespersor. DLF Croup, one 
of the first and major players in the 
area, "The private sector has bought 
land from tne farming community at 
prevailing market rates, which has 
been six to st'ven time.s higher than 
the government rates,'.' explains 










Nath. Thus, the land is clear of 
litigation and fanners have in fact 
"become partners in progress," says 
Nath. 

Besides, the colonies developed 
by the private sector have shown an 
infrastructural and social 
devdopment that is four to five 
times (^ater than the areas 
developed by the government. Nath 
adds,' This, despite the fact that 
pnvate builders must assemble the 
entire internal infrastructure in the 
area and depend on the government 
only for the external infrastructure." 

T he saga of DLF Universal began 
in 1947 when India awoke to 
freedom. That’s when DLF was 
called upon to develop as many as 
25 urban townships in Delhi to 
house half a million residents. It was 
in DLF's south Delhi that well- 
plaimed development took place in 
prime areas like Greater Kaiiash, 

Miuth Extension and Hauz Khas. 

This w'as the begirming of DLF’s 
involvement in providing high 
equality housing and establishing 
social infrastructure — a concept 
that was hitherto unknown in India. 

ju.st then Delhi was frozen and 
Haryana, which surrounds Delhi on 
thn*e sides, passed the Haryana 
Diwelopment Regulation or Urban 
Areas Act which allowed the private 
sector into the business of housing in 
the .state. Says Nath, "While the ball 
was set rolling in 1980 the area has 
only today reached a take-off point 
«md DLF Qutab Enclave has grown 
to become the largest pnvate sector 
towmship in all of Asia sprawling 
over 2,500 acres." 

Ot the SIX dormitoiy 
towns—^Bahadurgarh, Kondi, 
Fandabad and Guigaon in Haryana 
and Noida and Ghaziabad in 
UP—that form a concentric ring 
aniund the capital, Gurgaon has 
won hands down in popularity. 

The mini-townships in Gurgaon 
— be it DLF Qutab Enclave, Ansal’s 
Sushant I ok or Palam Vihar, or 
Unitech’s SouthCity—are ail 
designed for comfortable living, 
offering stylish and classy homes to 
residents. All of this is symbolic of a 
firm commitment to premium 
construction with a judicious mix of 
low, mid and high-rise buildings 
interspersed with large open green 
areas. 

Ama|or factor that is edging 
residents towards Gurgaon is tne 
sky-rocketing property prices m 
Delhi. As in every ciW, as property 
prices spiral, the tenoency is to move 
outwards to the suburbs. Says Akash ? 
Gupta, a property agent operating in | 


Guigaon, “When prevailing land 
prices in south E)eihi—tradibonally a 
must coveted area for home 
seekers—range between Rs 17,000 a 
sq ft to over Rs 1,00,000 per sq ft, 
prices like Rs 8,5(H)-9,500 just-on the 
fringes of Delhi seem like a dream." 


According to Dr G.R. Bahri, 
director, Unitcch, which is involved 
in develroing mini-cities over 800 
acres in Gurgaorv satellite townshif^ 
have recently caught the fancy of 
Delhiites as residential areas tor 
diverse reasons. Temping the list of 
reasons is that the homes here are 
more affordable and the quality of 
life that die townships offer residents 


far beats anything Delhi could offer 
them. 

Says Bahri, "When pecmle buy a 
house just on die fringes of Delhi, 
they don’t Just finance a home but in 
fact buy a lifestyle. The townships 
are self-cx>ntain^ with dedicated 
clubs for members, tight securire 
arrangements, schools, health clubs 
and a lot of greenery and 
landscaping that is no longer easy to 
find in the congested Delhi 
localities." 

A nd the residents of Delhi are 
slowly realising the pluses that 
these satellite towns offer over the 
capital city. Today Delhi, amongst 


DLF residential area: Plenty of greenery and clean surroundings 
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OWNING YOUR OWN HOME 


It can he a dream come true, or a nightmare, depending on 
whom you're dealing with 


T hose looking tor homes find 
themselves raced wifi> some 
vital questions. Whom do they 
approach for guidance? Do they 
have ^the iiuonnation? Is the 
inlbnnl9tit|n credible? Are they 
buyirre fii?hght property? Is die 
title ctear? Are they being quoted 
the right price? 

And most important: where do 
they find the money? 

Adream house is probably what 
everyone aspires to but fite process 
of acquiring cme is unendurwly 
tedious. Given the large numb« of 
developers, it is difficult to pick the 
ones wnth credibility. The process of 
choosing the prope^es is tedious as 
there arc fiu- too many people to 
speak to. When everj^ing seems 
right, the budget is not ri^t while 
raising the finances too can present 
the p^kms. 

The interest diat has been 
generated in towTships like 
Gurgaon has galvanised many 
institutions into offeriire potential 
buyers the answers ana me finance 
to buy themselves hicir dream 
homes. The development of housing 
loan institutions—government, 
ciuasi-govemment and private— 
that provide finances are essentially 
in response to the continued healthy 
growdi of the property market. 

Driven by the needs of the 
custonwr, I'ropShop—an exhibition 
that brings the developer and 
financier under the same roof — 
makes shopping for a home easier 
for the customer. Says Raj Khosla, 
director; fUielters, a home loan 
assodate of Citibank and promoter 
of Propshop, "The customer is 
looking out for specifics and as 
financiers wc give them what we 
have dubbed as the 4Cs. Credibility: 
or reliability of the people the 
customer is dealing wim; Choice, a 
range to. choose from to make his 
deepen; Credit attractive financing 
packages and terms to finance die 
purchase; and Convenience and* 
ea.<ie of die whole process." 

Hence Citibank decided to 
sponsor exhibitions which brought 
all the four elements Ic^cthcr for 
the customer. At the PropShop 
exhibitions there are innumerable 


E luses dial come to the customer— 
y bringing pre-screened develop«s 
oniering a wide range of pioiects 
which nave been approved oy 
Citibank. By offering the Cttihank 
housing firiMce package for all the 
properties availaole and offering all 
this under die same roof by trained 
staff. 

At Prop^op die customer can 
visit the exhibimn, get information 
about the loan options avaiUde to 
hitn« fix his budget meet widi a 
gamut of devciopem and »can the 
ran^ of properties available to him, 
go on silo visits (in a dtauffenr- 
driven car) and book hi^ dream 
home, get the loan sanctioned for it 
— aO in one day. 

PtopShop 96 in Dedii had on 


offer a host of affordable home loan 
options from Citibank whidt offered 
on-the-^3ot loan facilities upto 70 
per cent of the property vahie based 
(HI the customer profile. 

As Sarvesh Samp, business 
manager; mortgages & community 
banki^ Citiban^confirms, *^6 
address a gamut of consumer needs, 
(Hie of which is ownii^ a henne." 
Loans given out ^ Gtibank since 
the launch ot their Hinne Loan 
scheme in 1991 have been to the 
tune of Rs 120 crore to as many as 
2,000 clients. He adds, 
"Convenience is the key as our 
loans cui be paid back over 10 to 15 
years, they are easy to access and 
the dcxnjmentation has been kept 
simple." 


SHvar Oaks: Swanky condominiums for the Mgh-irKrome group 
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tfie most poOuted cities in tiw country; 
is driving people away from it 
Surveys indicate that one of three 
residents suffer from lung ailments 
due to the heavy air pollution. 
Pollution has primarily been on a 
rise due to a jnienoincmal increase in 
traffic in the city over the years. 

Explains Bahri, "Thus, noise 
levels too are dtat much higher. The 
trend is not just an interest among 
the people to invest in property in 
the satellite towns but a desue to 
relocate themselves away from the 
city." 

So was the case with Anup 
Gupta, a businessman ba.sed in Delhi 
who sold his house in Safdarjung 
Enclave, an area that some may well 
consider a coveted south Dcliu 
ailony But Cjupta moved to DI.F 
where he inve.sted in a modular 
Town Hou.se despite protests from 
his surpri.si'd family members 

Says Gupta, "I found the colony 
fretting far tcuj congested The norm 
in south l>elhi i.s for house owners to 


sell out to builders who construct 
flats on the plot. As a result there is a 
great pressure on infrastructure in 
mese colonies as more people move 
into the freshly-built flats.'^ 

Gupta found that he had no 
space to park his cars and that his 
children had nowhere to play. 
"Blocks cease to boast of parks and 
my dnildten were stifling. The 
pressure on infrastructure also led to 
frequent power failures and acute 
shortage of water. In fart, most of 
Delhi colonics are beginning to 
become hellish." 

Like Gupta, Osama Manzar, 
executive in a corporate house, tiHi is 
delif^ted with the home he has on 
rent in Sushant Lok. "Most 
importantly the area is free from 
poilutiun and offere you some peace 
and quiet that can only be imagined 
in Delhi" 

The distance ot the townships 
fiom the heart of town, however, 
ainlinuc to rattle some despite the 
fact that the builders' claims that 
Gurgaon lies just 20 minutes from 
south Delhi and the international 
airfHirt 

DI.F Group's Nath, however, ha.s 
a different take on this He say.s, 

' Time IS at a premium A shorter 
di.stanre within Delhi may take a 
longer time to cover than a longer 
di.stance between Delhi-Ciui^aon. I 
think most residents oi Gurgaon an* 
of the same view." Others may 
ivmsider this a.s a fair trade-ofl 
between travel-time and bt'tler 
quality of life. 


I t's not just families who art- 
making a niovt'. airporate houses 
too are rt>locating them.selves in 
these satellite townships Amongst 
the most popular options at hand for 
tximpanies is DLF'.s Corporate Park 
Says Nath, The commercial 
complex is one of tht- unique 
features in Phase .1 of DLF Qutab 
Enclave which is geared towards 
providing a distinct identity to 
ctirporations .seeking exclusive 
offices." 

Today, Corporate Park has 
become a prefened choice of 
prominent multi-nationals and 
Indian companie.s, not |u.st for tht' 
.state-of-lht*-art facilities that it 
provides but becaase of tht? walk-lo- 
work irotiun that the centre allows 
them. The companit's can. in fact, 
locate their executives in Ihe 
integraleii private sector town.ships 
around the area Corporate Park has 
attracted names like Pensico India 
Holdings, GE Capital, Compaq. RIX.] 
Enterprises, VXL India, Interglobe 
and other blue thip ci>mpanies. 


In the residential areas the 
options are plenty. From sii^le 
family homes to multi-fainily homes 
to the swankier oondominiums. 
Luxurious homes and apartments 
with fine credentiab and equally fine 
names. Take your pidt; Tvoiy 
Towers'. Greenwoods City with its 
duplex and independent homes 
christened 'Solitaire Residency', 
'Manhattan', ‘Sunbreew; Towers' all 
from Unitech; apartment aimplexes 
like Casa Royale', 'Silver Oalcs' 
condominiums from DI.F and 
'Designer Villas', 'Executive Villas', 
Designer > lomes' fiom the AasaLs. 

Prices vary and plots and flats 
that have been sold for Rs to 
Rs 9.500 per sq yard some years ago 
ate today comrnanding iv-sale prices 
of Rs 9,000- Rs 25,000 

Unilech's Dr Bahri conroares the 
prevailing prices b<'twi.>en Delhi and 
Gurgaon, 'Tf 200 sq yards in south 
Delhi will cost upwards of Rs 1.5 
cron? then a simitar plot size can be 
purchased for Rs 20 lakh! For 
townships to work, the prices have 
to be kept reasonable " Making the 
homos all the more attractive are 
variou.s cu.stomer-lriendly 
irustallment options 

Nivdlesy to say that apartments 
and hom<‘s find buyers almost as 
soon as they an' advertised with 
bookings coming in from NRIs a.s 
well. 

I t a host <,f advantages come as a 
package deal with .satellite 
townships, they arc sumetinu's not 
devoid ol handicaps Says a re.sident 
of An.sars Palam Vihar, "The 
builders need to get their act 
together in .some areas. Buying fresh 
vegetables in Palam Vihar s«.»ihe 
years ago was impossible and 
.shopping for supplies had to be 
done m I^lhi which wa.s quite 
inconvenient. Today, though many 
shops have opened up. gnxx'ries and 
vegetables continue to 1 h? more 
expensive here " 

The complaint.s pour in from 
other Palam Vihar a*sidenl.s. The 
infrastructural problems rotuse to go 
away. Says Inder Kochhar, 
busines.sman, ' ‘If you an* nof mobile, 
then getting to town can be quite a 
bother. The buses omiing into the 
colony an* overcrowdixl and in very 
bad snapt'. besides which the 
timings don't quite suit eveiy' 
professional" 

But despite all these pnitilcMns 
and glih h«*s. the exodus from Delhi 
continues. Un.sp(.'iil surroundings, 
away from the urKin hustle, and 
aen's and acn-s of idyllic green hero 
lies a Delhiite's mouthtul of sky. ■ 
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First person 


AMEEN SAYANI, fhe afigind 4i9$^foda^jpf lndim ra4m ^ivodda^t 0 iSl 'a^d.. 
lateners loifh his unique styk. Haphftg hoiaedmA popdar-.dmd t^ Kiuillff .Kjfe' ^ 
Chanutktey SHsueeem/ the evergnqtt Obacuiihen knaum Soum;:^ Geettii^ ~ 
his voice to several ad campaigns, Smumi hm ettmed the doHncthm of .being adkd 
^ Indian radio. 



byttcab. 

Wbattinalu* ybtt nwNrit dep w w e d ? 

, . NotbnngabletoCatnfViunicate'. 
' wth those 1 want to most <BUch as 
nw wife!). 

Wnat da you dislike most im youir 
appeaniice? 

My nose (I've grown a 
moustache to divert aftenti<m from 
il> 

What is ycHir farourite word? 

Doom-dhadalM. 

What is your favourite fonruey? 

Going away from work (which I 
haven't been able to do tor the last 
45 years). 

What is your favourite dream? 

Becoming the President of 
India. 

What i.s your nightmare? 

Becoming the Prime Minister. 
What or who is the greatest love 
of your life? 

Greer Carson and Meena 
Kumari TTheir response to mo will 
fortunately never be known.) 

Wbat is your source of 
sustenance? 

Delicately tasty food—^whirh 
shouldn't be either too oily or ton 
boily! 

On what occasions do you lie? 

When no true suggi“stion of 
mine can help a badly produced 
product I’m publicising. 

What is your gnatest regret? 

That f m not as handsome as 
Errol Flynn or Dharmcndra. 


W hat is your 
idea of 

E erfect 
aminess? 

Comfortable 
inactinty. 

What is your 
. greatest fear? 

That 1 may die 
without finishing 
the things I want 
to. 

Who or what has 
been the greatest 
influence in your 
life? 

My brother Mamkf-r-cmuient 
broadcaster and rommunicator 
who introduced nie to radio and 
stage compering. 


What do you 
dislike most in 
others? 

Insincerity, 

What do you 
dislike most in 
yourself? 

My inability to 
*ing. 

What is your 
most precious 
ssion? 
at the 

mcanent—I’ve 
either given 
away or. 
squandeted away all of them! 

What obfects do you always caiiy? 

Iltoys to let me into my oitfice, a - 
wallet to help me get ba^ home 


What makes yo^ 
mbst depres^d? 

Nolheiftg able to 
commuidcate with 

(sticbiad myf 





What has been your happiest 
moment? 

Watching my .sun taking Ids first 


,al brings lean to ffnu eyes? 

A phrase well renaerodA a 
thought well communicat^. ; 
Mow do you rolax? 

Doing boBswords. ^ 

whal do yon envy most In othenf 
Theif' «iility to converse (I'to 
ttsuafly dnmh to poupeV 

How Would you lKk« to b«; 

rsme m b w fd? ' 

As a ntoh whd could hnye 
toe woilci (if he csdy.kheW now 
toX . • :• • ’’ V■■ 

Howwo«14']MtHhe4b dtoM’T; 
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The New 
Phoohm 

S The cover story on 
Phoolan Devi was really 
nice ('Guns and Poses' 
October 13). It is hard to 
believe that the name 
which was once abhorred 
and struck terror in the 
hearts of people, should 
now be a respected figure 
in fKicicty. 

i It'.s also a reflection of 
j the prm^ress society has 
i made ttut it'has not 
j rejeett-d a woman liht' her 
: wiio went through hell in 
I life; in the hands of those 
' who abducted her and 
then later «,yn tryiire to 
' erase the murky chapters 
: from life 

I 

I Even after having 
I absorbed life's most 
t unsavoury experiences 
I she had ifw courage and 
j the will power to bountv 
! back to normal life. Hats 
i off to her! 

I Kunat Mehta, 

Lalcutla 

Considering what 
Poolan Devi went through 
in life, no one would 
have expected her to 
remain sane. But there is 
a thing called the purity 
of the soul which can 
never be ravaged. And it 
! is this perhaps which has 



! Phoolan Oevi: Quns nO more; ips domestic duties now 


helped her to return to 
soaety and resume 'nor¬ 
mal' life. 

Bharati Dey, 

Calcutta 

S What is so great about 
Phoolan Devi becoming 
an MP? In an era of cor¬ 
ruption, anything goes. 
Look at the state or our 
government where every 
otiicr day some minister 
or the other is being 
hauled up for fraudulent 
practices. Sukh Ram is a 
case in point. ThsUmuddin 


had to go because ot his 
dark credentials. 

Hioolan Devi Is being 
dubbed as the champion 
of the masses and so she 
gets elected to Parliament, 
Apart from having a long 
record of crime, has 

she done? But in times 
like these, even a killer is 
revered as a hero. 

Indraail Bhattatharya, 
NttUtati (W.B.) 

tt Phoolan Devi is a cre¬ 
ation of pciliticians and 
the media. She has been 


pampered and awarded 
with a plum post tor the 
berwfit of a few politi¬ 
cians. 

Vtaay Asawa, 

Calcutta 


■ It is high time Phoolan 
Devi is tried for her 
heinous crimes. Now that 
the judiciary has become 
aggressive and wants to 
purge the nation of cor- 
nrotion as in the case of 
P.V Narasimha Rao, it 
should also look into the 
enme records of MPs. 
Prahlad Agarwala, 
NadwiW.B.i 


Pony Tale 


M I read with interest 
'Animals Come First', 
(Novembers). I would 
like to clarify that our 
organisation. Friends of 
1X>^, was the first ani¬ 
mal welfare body to work 
with the ponies and car¬ 
riage horses around 
Victoria Memorial. The 
pro^t was started in 19‘>1 
and it continues till today. 

The leftover food from 
RCTC which is given to 
the horses is sometimes 
.stale and causes colic 
problems among them. If 
fresh food amid be sup¬ 
plied, it would be benefi¬ 
cial. 


Sana Mmrshed, 
Calcutta 
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JAAVED JAAFERI, started off as a dancer in 
films.. Today, he is the most-loved VJ on the 
box. A profile of the funny man 

PAGE 28 


WITH THF.IR beautiful coral islands, palm- 
fringixl while beaches and lush gn*enery, the 
Andaman islands are bewiti hing 

Jaaved Jaaferi 


SI (HONS 


16 TlMK TABl.F 
26 MUSIC 
2» TRAVia. 

.Ml FIR.SI PF.R.SON 


Covef ViKas Khol 





FUNNY FACE 

JaavedJaafen has et>efyone crocking up mth htsperformances on 
Channel V But Anita George found a serious man 
Mund the one-Itner\ 





JAAVED JAAFERl SfT& m 
that he deigned 


* , • *1 ^ ' Jj, . ' ./-'I yW*- 

grew up in. Bandra a 
fitocky girk going s ^ ' 
:;#tt%e$,wh«a:e 

'. I i lirrTfir'i.' 


* ■ ? SI? -■ 






<3Han^^ la 




m sea face: 

about it.,' • ■ ;^:4,)^X.-}V';;-^:i:!^^ •'•' ■■••■■•' 

;,' aite k»t''''Mobae 

phonest Motorbik^ gc^ all 'CRUISINC?,^: 

he goes on, stre6$t|i^ ^ Woi^ 9dfcastici^ just HANCgShiG 

OUT." He affects the air of the college oot^ 'haj^ging out', in sleek cto 
t^t bH'st aius^.a^^ ;,Cdiier;l^*l 'busy 'CHECKINC 

CXJT" Here heeyS tb '^idh^ oiU'lhnagina^'^'b^". 
‘That typicaiv ^ys, 5td]^irig )iIm^ erf cutsihg: it. 

j^(feet JaAved Jaaiff^iri, 


, . " traditional spit 
. . quiet", who is not in the 
least enamoured t>y the 
^pseudo* Westernisation 
of the world around him. 
No hee-hee ho-ho funny 
man hexe, dropping puhs 
"and smopffi quotable 
% jquotes^ He is serious/ 
.j 'l^fanorf defensive, dr so 
‘..r-v^ui. pnagipe.-, hfet.much 
'hcfesgfi'vdth vthe -'.netv 




wT^t}{V_H 





^ iT3 

faVSTj a£ 










To bf fair ht* bruigs to the ihannel 
.in intligi nous touch tlwt is his o»im, 
that makes him stand out from the 
American accented cool dudc'and 
himbetto hunch and he knows it 
I he language I use is very local, 
there s no accent, I wc‘ar the clothes I 
M ant, sort of semi formal f/as/ibacA is 
kind of me realK " saysjaaved 

I started a totally new pattern tex),' 
he .idds A VI IS norimilly giv en the 
'.ciipt here lake this dotnis hor 
F laihback, the idea was there, but I 
added the wackinc*ss, my mind works 
on those lines, and over time the 
w 1 itei slated tuning into the style It s 
a style that weaves in and out, vv ith 
one liner. puns w hc‘re 1 laugh at 
myselt — it evolv es itself 
For the son of film comedian 
Jagdeep who started nut in I lindi 



Jaigleep Popular comedifr 


hims with Vfeii Jung and is b.>sotttd 
by the large screen it w as Itli v ision 
that made him .1 household name 
Actualiv getting into tele .nsion w as 
asurtoicomi down hes.ivsotii 
time w ht n tt'k’v isitin was nowhere the 
cultui .il monster it is htday 

Nor IS tetev ision the medium th 
he has atme homi to the ideal vel 
ho has tound to express himseli 
through No it is him all the way 
s»“e myst'lf as an actor first then th 
rest 

I et s see what are all the thinj; 

I\« lieen doing,' he says andrur 
through a recap of his career 'I'v < 
acted in films, I ve done danong 
churcHigraphing, modelling actin 
singing in vime |ingles like TVS 
Champ, EloubleCoia I've written 
pngles too, like the one for Zapata 


CHECK rr OUT! 


Untike " 

hasanidmtUyofhisowH 



LutoKamy 


I n the NuiMicgniusic television 
brougitt tp Indian Indng HKHM 
the’1^, a person that has beonne as 
recppiisable a sbff OB thoae of die 
Hfan mdustry. MTV die 

brood firstDanny M<£ill dsid 
Nome woe die most pcmular« 
dioaglh neither IS around on die 
channel anymore. Never mind dtot 
maty pecyile dioughl 
despite ids Icnewledgeo^ die 



SopNynMtepie 


music, was dreary viewing, and 
Ncinie was abaoiutdy iiritattng 
But the indmacy of m small 
eoenv the rtovdly of mude 
televi^on, apditecsphvating 
tOUigerywodted. 

First theVib weivendMly 

Started. 




.lCHnidSbl#ut0 
nrasefrao ll^tynii^fteleiinide 
VJ —hjroitenuMieteorbe^^ 
mteesm Wteurii^ dudies dedto^ 
mr high achoed gh:te <m a pkxwt 4kd 
bitey« pidka dolled, laoed, 
knoHedr ppdembfy widi naind 
showing. hfoniMacitens ode, 
itofirdh^ not ad*kskOwi<% like die 
maleVJs. 

Con^ndsoiy fines aue‘take It 





awsy''dhedi U: ont* and'don't M 
awa^iftw dundi dofi irndgetin^^ 
noneliMony pesteteidi^ 

BElmda^ wlm etddfailad so^ 
wpcotaiiiaiiy^ 

Th^imeskiiteighdtelit^^ ' 
tadiieKeonyiluiWtK^^ ’ 

fCdtoorfdamtigafdteteeri^^ * ' 

audtedee.fadteKwii^ 









iiniiMjenied EttgMt^licbi't quite 
inil^r^'RAhtd Ktinuu went 

top;<viA'Ue'|^do(l 
good lines, affaMthy 
dn^te hb jnexidicitMy kni^ 


Anu Kutoor, anodi^ isyourite;, 
8tle«BtwidiUwinetv iefwofadtig 
.whkhhirfps te oompesisate for 
weifd hair arid an Anwricaoiaoce^ 
that has been acquired ovemigjkt 
and drops eyW now tunid then. In 
the middle <il aU dtis <Hte has seen 


film start adrtd singen come and go, 
eadi leaving noting behind to 
mneanber mem by. 

Whiaib does laavied stand in dl 



which 1 wrote and sang too, the recent 
Oose Up Lieptifresh." 

1-Iis miming abilities he puts to use 
in dubbing, not dubbing for people 
but the mure specialised kind, for 
inanimate objects and animals. "I did 
the voice overs for Disney characters 
like ^ler Khan. That was fun!" Jaaved 
has an ad film company called 
Eoterteiner, "but 1 don't consider 
myself a good producer, I do the 
scripting and directing." 

P ause. He gestures at your cup of 
coffee on ff\e table that has 
mqnentarily been forgotten. "Would 
you like it with icecream?" he 
enquires, deadpan. Hien he blows a 
kiss to Neczaan, his busybee of a 
one-and-a-half-ycar-«ld son, who has 
constantly been trying to biff you with 
a basketball, and coaxes him into 
shaking hands. 

During the coffee break, you take in 
the dc^gn of his home, that Jaavt*d has 
done up starkly in black and white. 
White marble floor, black furniture, 
including a poliidied granite coffee 
table, a rockery and plants in one 
comer. Full length grey satin curtains 
backed by black, and a chandelier 
made of silvery-grey tinted bulbs. 

Graphic elements abuund,in the 
wrouf^t iron candlcstands, framed 
black line sketches on one wall, and an 
arrangement of mirrors opposite. 
Grey velvety sofas with, of course, 
black and white cushions, and the 
occasional red one for contrast. 

Formal and rather designer. One 


somdiow expected cane and wood 
and plump cushions, lots of books and 
music around. You look at him 
questiuningly. "Lite in black and 
white," he offers thecrily. "With 
shades of grey." 

It has been shades of grey at least 
where his ambitions in film have been 
concerned. Unfortunately, and he has 
said this many times before, things 
haven't work^ out the way he 
wanted. "I just got branded as a 
dancer. 1 have all the requisites for a 
movie actor—personality, voice, and 
you don't really need chocolatey looks 
for a hero. What 1 did lack was PR. It's 
not enough to be talented. And maybe 
I came too early," he adds after a 
moment's thought. "Because today, if 
you look at say, Prabhudeva. he gets 
roles in films." There have bivn 
parallels in I iollywoud, like Travolta, 
and Patrick Swayze. "Yeah, but they 
had to wait a long long time," he says a 
trifle bleakly. 

And he will wait for ffiat break till it 
comes his way. "Film is forever, it's 
not like TV wneie you see it 'in bulk' 
so to speak. You Sec a film and you 
remember it." Only prcrfilem here 
being a dearth of go^ films. The 
actors he likes are very few, they 
include Naseerudin Siiah and 
Kamalaha.san. As fur actresses, there is 
a long silence. "Well, Shabana Azmi is 
among the last lot I liked And in the 
younger lot, I think Pex^ Bhatt has the 
talent to make it." 
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ACK 


Though JaavedJaaferi inode his debut as a iHllain in Moii d 

dancer that people remember him 




mi 


T he nomeptMe ofthe Jjurfejri 
home simply saysjag^cep. So^ 
it was perhaps natural that }aaved 
Jaafori shouM follow his fadier 
Jagdeep, aftaScmnna Bhopali, the 
popular Hindi lilm comedu^ and 
joIr Hindi films. He made his 
debid asa.dancer->villaiti in Jifen 
yk0i^^9ttibltajd*C%ailutofl984i 

Hkh^ the rulegavehim die 
cppoiiuntty he wanted, fo play a 
viflanv it was hts bdent as a dancer 
that Shidt. in the Blinds ^pe^de as 
weB as the indiisixy. 
diat Jfaawid appearad in 
tMDlaysi,LuFui0iidLK»m . 

■ Yodha, 

His success in Mevisiain 

foBow^ an epiacdnhP 


-.I 


Muqnhl^ die Hindi film music 
countdown show, and an 
appearance on Zedian SsmUui JCe, 
where Iw tocdi on die role of a 
Gujarati frmn London, speaking in 
rap. Jaaved's aihS^ to mimic 
cau^ jpeople'S a^lhsition and it 
alsoneiped him make up his mind 
ifoout a future intdeviaion, even 
though it was somediingid a 
enmedovm from his first love, the 
> movies. 

then he wasapproadied to do 
liw fZaShhaofcalifaw, and he fo<^ 
on since he was <^red die. 
freedom to do toown thing. "My 
mind operat e s oh wadey lines”, he. 


or adulatmy trip thnitigh dM 
Hifw^ .fofo Si ImaikMnp^^ 
diet oa adorn age and culj^ursl ^" 
batti^ aiidltad evmy^ 
indudingdieproduoefs. 

One ofnis Mggest successes next 
cm idievisioa was Thnex 
where the screen is pecqded tw 14 
separated brothers, aff played by 
Jaaved, who trice turns anchoring 
dw piogramine. These characters 
aiecFealiiOfWolJaav«d''5*~~people 
widi names like Queenie Singh, 
Analysis Anandan, Hip Hop 
liingorani, Abdul Cutpiece and VJ 
Saxena, who is called wcoee 
because he sucks a lodipop. Radier 
naive as Hindi film humour often 
is, but a roaring success. 

L ast year, Ketan Mehta cast 
Jaaved as the son of a don in Oh 
Darling, Veft Hal/ndm where he 
starred along with Shah Rutch 
Khan, Oeepa Sahi and Amrlsh 
Puri. Though it was expected to 
rive him Im boost he needed as a 
film hero, the film didn't do as well 
as was hoped. Butjaaved isn't 
didieartesneiL he believes he wiU 
eventttaSybe’an actor or director 
orhoith.'-.-' 

Oirioe; meanwhile, wMch had 
triceh aomedringof abackseat, and 
for whkh he has won many 
awardhC is workiim its way badk' 
mfoldsagimda. He hosts and 
perfoinw fo slmws fo indis .and 
abroad ^ most reoendy wi^fihah 
Riddb Khan, and with AmH^ 
Miadbdian'-^anddesicrfoeshis'• 
rimws as beiiw different foom the 
usual where he uses riig^ as in a. 
stand^m oomk ad. "Dance is a 
IfoUiy, 1 knieitbutlcaii'jlrnricea 
esrees of it I would love to 
eventually do a film where 1 can 
usedanogrlike 

Ptn now, die S^'yeaiH^ star is ^ 
his own showcased ..i 
Swwhi; wMdt willla^v'' 


Thai ^ ' 

he is wodki^uh 

for'dteni^aevyMiad'aiiD^^ 



N either is television his idea of 
great entertainment. 
"Everything is too film-based so I 
watch Discovery and the BBC!" he 
says, laughing at the contradiction. 
"What I would really like to do is a 
serial like The Fall Guy, and some of 
the Pakistani dramas are quite good. 

1 did Kashmakash, though, which 
was slightly above average. In televi¬ 
sion we have a long way to go, spe¬ 
cially where fiction is coitccmed.'^^ 
And he echoes the common com- 

? laint; "Writing is the weakest spot. 

he same goes for our films. They 
art'n'l doing so well as they used to 
in the past when every other film 
celebrated a jubilee!" 

"If I do direct a film, which I 
want to, it would be a film that says 
something It should have some kind 
of a mc.ssage," says Jaaferi. If that 
sounds almost missionary, Jaaved is 
pretty serious dbout things that mat¬ 
ter to him. 

He will expound on religion, and 
its role m his hte; on how he .studied 
tile scriptures ol various religions 
when he was in his twenties, and 
chose Islam, which he follows 
devoutly On the work he does, 
which he looks al with a critical eye. 
All his ohsen'alions punctured by 
comical gestuiv.s - - rolling his eyes, 
or wiggling hips signifying llie Tik 
Ilk Ilk' dancing in films, answering a 
string ot calls and bemoaning the 
lack ol a set retary 

Then' .ire plans and more plan.s, 
including a dance composition with 
Mallika Saralihai, and, one day, .some 
day, an opportunity to use d.ince in 
film like one of his all-time 
f.n'ourites Clene Kelly Was the 
change in the spelling of his name, 
suppo.sedly for astrological rea.sons, 
intended to tum his luck for him, to 
make lhing.s come true? 

"Not rcallv." he says, and offers a 
phonetic reason. "People 1 meet 
abroad pronounce Javed to rhyme 
with David or saved’. I thought I 
.should set it right!" But, he points 
out that soon after he changed the 
way his name w.is spelt, he got mar¬ 
ried, took his parents on the Haj, and 
became a father withir a year of his 
marriage. "Things were working 
out! So who knows?" 

Meanwhile, there are two defi¬ 
nite projects in the pipeline. One is a 
television show called Myself, Javed, 
probably for Channel V. And one, 
which will be worth waiting for, is 
Jaaved the Singer! He has been 
chewing over an album of songs for 
some time now. "I'm concentrating 
on these two projects for the moment 
and that's it." What's the album 



going to be like, coming from this 
avid listener of new age music and 
the Sixties and Seventies sound, of 
old film music, ot big band jazz. 
Pink Floy d? No comments vel, 
except that it will have rhyflmis, 
probably some Egyptian, Arabic and 
other percussKi'i. 

But one thing is for sure "These 
songs will talk about life, nature, the 
world. None of this Alv Oil Goes 


Boom Bitom or Ikilc no'e’'' 

Time to strike pose.s tor the nin- 
ora, so ho changes into a beige .silk 
kurtd and .squats on ihv tlooi. "Oh 
mv earrings!' he exclaims and iLish- 
cs otf Ears laden, he returns, and 
proceeds to pull faces tor the pho¬ 
tographer A friend vt.ilks in saying 
"hello" laaved laaferi greets him 
back with .1 nasal twang- "Hello 
hello, want a jello?" Now it IH.M' 
isn't tamiliai! ■ 
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BEJAN DARUWALLA 
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I Aries 

\ March 21 - April 20 

~ • ij.iiu-slij s.iv-iho 
wri’k 111 On- ni*w 
moon hivoiirs con- 
\_Jmi Ell'll, iontiiict.1 rom- 
iniinivjlioii' |ou''iii‘v .Mill trip 
.lOil rno.sl I'l’iuimU monov 
pour.-1.1, .uni .ihv.ivs 
ivi’liumi’ Your moi'ii will be 
iMspir-itnin.ll. loin nianoi'U' 
vri’.s '.pivUu'ul.it i%il mil 
litost\ li' duly rov-il I'Hlji is the 
time le move leisl 

Taurus 

Apnl 21 — May 20 

( A gi Jiul lA'eek loi 

. Iiinp-distjnce ion 
' nei'tions. lo.ins ciiid 

' tiimls rhote will be 
meets l ontereiu'os and (^roup 
.util ities ot any sort, a hit ol 
tun .ind jtames Jespile pivs- 
sures .iiul pulls l eel tnv to yjo 
.ill mil in the puisuit of plea 
sine -in.i li.ippness ]l i-. tune 
to lake ciR. of ihe health o* 
elders 


I 



Gemini 

May 21 — June 20 
r m ..y business h’I’llh 
p.ivs dividends 
Kimiance and |i>\ 
M'lIlbl'liUlls ItVOll 
liki' you inai' bend the iiiles .i 
bit .It \..>ii. .ind plai rtiit don’t 
oioido It k'n the home front 
' expel t .1 lew tirewe.rks iiter.il- 
Iv and I'fh.-rw isi- C oiiple'i 
' should make tnturi pl.ins this 
; week Ascmsi.iI invitation 
I kix'ps V..II in ;4oml hiimoui 


Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

Promotion, perks 
and publicity are the 
three things'th.it are 
LStfif J in stoic. You will 
hai'c till’ power to do things 
I .ind make amends. Be true 
I and straight in voiir disilmgs 
j ii'ith people Your efforts will 
1 nine U> a heasl and result in 
positive apprt'ciation tmm 
your bo.ss and superiors >ou 
I will have time tor kwe 

i Leo 

I July 21 - August 2 1 
I Tune to be romantit 

and vet i.iiion.il, a 
contr.ulietion 
indeed Bii.voiiian 
do it, being I eon There will 
he mans demands upon voiii 
heart and purse strings and 
both de.si'jie to be .s.itisii..il 
tullv liavel IS .1 possibiUti In 
lour woik area \oii lorne 
through with tlvine, .olouis 
Do not overloiik iiiinm di't.nls 

Virgo 

j”2 





AugusT22 - - September 22 
I 1 he home and the 

outside ivorld hnally 
i meet now That 
means i ou will be 
working hard at both these 
levels and th.it could iray \ oiii 
nerves But it will be worth 
the I .1111 You will be lovi’d 
and appreiialeil Childien and 
loved ones giie sweet salistar 
turn Thai is the positive 
.is|X‘it ot the week 


Libra 

September 23 — October 22 
I Time to teaeh out to 

i Ata! people and places 




Tmie also lo look 
I after the hometront 
Manv ot you will be in tor 
buving, sellmg, renovating, 
deiorating of properlv, be u 
ht'use, otfice, shop, godown or 
warehouse I his is almost cer¬ 
tain You will be m the lime¬ 
light. ti.mesha ,savs this is a 
wix-k ot work .ind tun 


Scorpio 

Ocfober?.3 — 1 



November 22 
I 1..1W’ ot averages 
wiirl- tcM lou and 
that means .suae.ss. 
numi’V and lovirig 
care lor vou You will ns-ipro- 
i.ile tullv Meeting with loved 
ones, adviseis, immsellors, 
people in aiithoiiti will deli- 
nitely help vou You will be 
able lo make monev \ew 
oppoiluiiities will come voui 
w'.iv liavel IS (ated 

Sagittarius 

November 23 - Dccemtier 20 
I he new ino.in gives 
l on the ste.im to tin 
ish pending )ohs and 
the eiieigv to l.iinieh 
new ones Ihereloie. xou w ill 
hai’e .1 winning streak 
neeemher 12 it shows the 
wa\ III I’ow'ei .mil pelt Bui in 
all ot Ihis nimble, it is nnpoi- 
t.ini that ’..111 Imit yonrselt and 
niedil.ile a bl! lime lo liavel 
and socialise 
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Capricorn 

December 21 — January 19 

Though you will feel 
lonely you will not 
be lost or forsakim. 
Time to shed old 
skin and altitudes and to 
move on with your life News 
from aliir will plea.se I'ou. You 
will benetil from a friend's 
thoughlfiilncss and care Also, 
it IS journevtiine and ri>n- 
dtvvous. Clet yourself pre¬ 
pared tor It 

Aquarius 

January 20 — February 18 

To avoid K'dlain as 
loo many things will 

_ I happen loo tast, 

I make a plan .md as 

tar as possible slick to il 
despite all .'hops and ih.inges 
llial IS the w.n to get m.ixi- 
nium ni'leage out oi this ivivk 
anil the next 1~ tkivs Self dis 
cipIiiTf. will bring in a lot ot 
g.iins l.oii will llow'c ‘1 Take 
I .lie ol I oiii hi'.ilth 

Pisces 

February 19 — March 20 

T he right nine lo 
sw itch II'bs or swei't 
heaits, th.it IS. It 
mleresiect 
(.Hherwise, old lailhliils will 
ilo spl'-ndldlv al le.i-.l lor some 
time to lome TmituIv matters 
.ind domestic needs Will I’.’ 
paiamininl i'xtia ilnlies may 
i lash .vilh pleasiiiv-- an.i 
enlerttimment bot th.il is the 
W.1V it goe-. w ilii yi'-.i. 



BIRTH 

Deevnthtr Si Mood trine Jupiter lead to cnei^ and good 
tuck. Thl» wil) re»i)t in the achievement of ct^sh^ dcalree. 
^Bebold, 

Venua sextite Jupiteir-Mantcnt^rKtKm'slgmfks 
'v.a jrear of.gr^|i^perity and jny: H cduld ntean.pmonal 
and tnairriage trf i^dieh. ', 

:';l>«MniCi<r.l4le The new moMt tuthk perllcuiurly'favour^le 

|;;.Vin'4r^ii^t janv4iy22,and^^nextyear»lwtuldbepar' ■ 

1'.' Gcularty rviiV’^tnfC' ' , • 

j. b&isMAet tii MtN>n squiMt-Satutn tneam only a littleVau- 

I 'Hoi't in matters of ihe lieart will help. Also, i^anciatly you 


DAYS 


iduHtId play it safe. Chddnsn and grandchildren will give a 
hard time- 

OwenAttr ill: Moon conjunction Men.‘ury-Jit|>lu’r is ellrnt ■ 
for lawyers, roanagers. teachers, admini^rators, filmmakers^ 
allots ^Sndedtitors. 

lA' Moon aextiie Venuji Will lead to wcTesis for 
ijhtoite who are In fte beauty businieiae. Sateamen and buainpsa* 
WHt alvh do well. 

■JPsyn w Ii a r* Id; Sun square Mara, Venu.s seNtile Nfephtne tnay 
cause accidents it you are not careful. On the pmorud aide„ 
headway on the workfiwt i» absolutely erruitt. 
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XTRACT 

The Brunt of 

ATTACKS 

M 


An extract 
from 
JeeUini 
Etana*s new 

book, A Hail 
of Stones 


astan's wild act to kill Vcnkat was 
not an ordinary thing. Malesham 
was a lawyer. He raised a hue and 
cry which was heard as far away as 
Hyderabad. Honourable men of the 
village agret'd with Malesham's the- 
ory that Venkat’s murder was the 
outcome of a conspiracy hatched by 
the Itihad-e-Musalmeen with the 
help of Dilawar Ah Khan. 
Olherwi.se, how could a petty farm- 
head, be driven all of a sudden to 
kill a person who had been feeding 
him for 20 years! “The time has 
come tor all the Hindus ot the vil¬ 
lage to put their heads together and 
think how to curb these Muslim 
gewndas. Long enough have we lived 
under the Nizam's ttireat. Now, the 
Congress is about to form a govern¬ 


ment." The villagers strated keeping 
strict watch on the farmhands who 
were ordered not to step out ot the 
village. The cars of Murad All Khan, 
Chhote Nawab, Malesham and all 
other landlords started frequenting 
the village. VVKispering campaign 
could be heard everywhere 

After a few days the Tricolour 
was to be hoisted over the Red Fort. 
His Majesty's fate hung in balanr'e. 
People from the villages who went 
to attend meetings hrdd by the 
Itihad-e-Musalmeen returned quite 
agitated. There was a cry of Islam in 
danger and expression of loyalty to 
His Majesty. People from the city 
started touring villages to enrol 
Rizakars. Small children, donning 
military uniform, could bo seen 
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parading in front of mosques after 
the prayer hours, They started prac¬ 
tising fencing and shifting. Viewing 
all this Hindu families, pot panicky 
Swami Ramanand Tiratn had started 
delivering fiery speeches in 
Hyderabad. What was going to hap¬ 
pen? That is what people thought 
wh«*n they sat together. 

All of a sudden, Sabir Mian, the 
caretaker of Chuppe Shah's Ouigah, 
gained importance He became pres¬ 
ident of the Itihad-o-MusaJmeen 
branch at Chckatpalli. People of 
Hyderabad advised him to get a 
mosque builMn his village. A dele- 
gahon of Muslirri inhabitants 
approached Dilawar Khan who 
readily donated a piece of land near 
his fields for this purpose. 
Ownership of this land had been in 
dispute for a long time Chunnu 
Nawab claimed that it belonged to 
his maternal grandfather while 
Dilawar Khan asserted that it was 
his grandfather's property. But 
when it came to building a mosque 
on it both kept quiet. A contribution 
of four annas was collected from 
every hou.se. Boys and girls, both 
Muslim and Hindu, pined hands in 
building the mosque which was a 
noble act. One day at sunset when 
Malesham and Kushiya Tiwari went 
tor a stroll in the fields th^ saw the 
building material gatherc'd at the 
mosque .site. They spoke to each 
other in whispers 

One morning a.s Mauh Sahib 
was going to the fields with a mug 
of water in his hand ho saw a red¬ 
dish thing lying in the dugout foun¬ 
dation of the mosque He bent, lifted 
the thing and viewed it closely It 
was a tiny broken image of Goddess 
Lakshmi, dyed in vermillion Out of 
fear he replaced it hurriedly. 

"Well, sir, what are you doing 
here?" Hearing the sound of some¬ 
one's footsteps Maulvi Sahib found 
Malega standing before him. Maicga 
was a cropsharcr of Venkat but also 
a self appointed general of the vil¬ 
lage. Involved in a quarrel he was 
always ready to kill or die. The 
whole village was scared of him. 
Maulvi Sahib spoke veiy gently to 
everybody for God had entrusted 
him with the duty of bringing everj'- 
body to the right path. It was ho 
who had tau^t the young and the 
old how to say namaz and observe 
fast He never told a lie nor 
stretched his hand before anybody. 
That was why the poor thing lay 
coughing under hi.s broken matched 
roof. 

"What have you thrown here, 
Maulvi Sahib?" asked Malega in a 
light tune. 
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"Well Main, I can't see properly 
in the dark. You please check up," 
replied Maulvi Sahib nervously. 

Malega picked up the thing and 
observiru; it in the light shouted, 
"Good God! It is Goddess Lakshmi's 
image. It has emerged from the 
eatm. Probably it belongs here." 

"You don't mean it?" said 
Maulvi Sahib. "You please go and 
tell Pantalu." His heart started beat¬ 
ing fast. He was a man of weak faith. 
He believed in the miracles . .as well 
as feared the wrath of Poshamma 
and Lord Venkateshwar Out of ter¬ 
ror his voice was faltering as he 
went to give the call for prayers. 

Next morning as the news of the 
image emerging from the foundation 
of the mosque spread, the whole vil¬ 
lage was taken by storm. Sabir Mian 
insisted that it was the mischief of 
some Hindu boy. How could there 
have bf’en a temple of Lakshmi at a 
place which had been the property 
of Muslim landlords for seven gener¬ 
ations? On the other hand, 
Malesham related to every Hindu 
the story he had heard from his 
mother that once there stood a tem¬ 
ple of I,akshmi. He asserted that the 
Hindus would stake their lives to 
prevent the building of a mo.sque 
here. And this did happen Urchins 
schooled by Sabir Mian built a 
pedestal overnight and hoisted over 
it the green flag of Ghausul Azam. 

As Malega saw the flag, he hurled it 
down with a kick. That was the 
limit. People tutored by Malesham 
came forward Muslim boys were 
highly agitated on hearing the 
speeches of Qasim Rizvi They wel¬ 
comed this opportunity to teach the 
kafirs a lesson They beat one anoth¬ 
er badly. Salccm was the worst hit. 
His back began to bleed and his shirt 
got drenched in blood As he 
returned home bathed in blood, 
Ahmed Bi and his sisters and broth¬ 
ers started crying Murad, swearing 
at him again and again, remarked; 
"This boy wouldn^ let us exist Had 
any Mu.slim fought against am 
Hindu in this village? What grudge 
do we bear the Hindu mothers, you 
had better despatch this chap to^ 
matemi grandmother'.s place. I can't 
settle his disputes." 

"You di- h," shouted Saleem, 
"must all oui family members .slave 
for the Reddis ail their Hves.^" 

"....Shut up, you...." Murad 
looked at him surprised Then he 
started looking helplessly at his 
mother and said. 'Mother, what has 
gone wrong with him? Didn't you 
see the fate of Nar.saya day before? 
Do you two like to be taken round 
the village on ass biick with your 


face blackened?" Murad was at a 
loss to understand how to make him 
see sense. 

"Oh! I've seen many who can 
blacken my face. But which fool 
would come here to get his face 
blackened? The driver of the bus 
bound for Waqarabad tells me that a 
lorry cleaner in the city gets Rs 25 
plus free food. I" 11 be sending Rs 5 to 
mother every month," said ^leem, 
spitting blood on the wall. 

"Five rupees every month?" his 
mother started looking at him in 
utter surpri.se. 

"Ana who will be doing your 
job here? Male.sham will kill me. He 
had made it clear that now the entire 
family has to work on his fields." 

"Why do you people drudge 
here? Let all of us go to the city 
together." 

"What? Shall we run to the city 
deserting our village?" Murad's 
hands stopped chopping fodder and 
he shouted, "Will you .shut up, lad?" 

.Ahmed Bi beat her forehead She 
exclaimed, "If someone hears alt this 
we shall be doomed The wix?tch ha.s 
been beaten badly. Blood is still ooz¬ 
ing from his wounds Cut to size, he 
is now thinking of going away to the 
city" Murad looked at him and, 
turning to his wife, said "Bring 
quickly some filtered .sods. Saleem is 
still bleeding." If dust falls on the 
wounds ol a townie he gets tetanus. 
But a farmer's frame rises from dust 






and ultimately returns to it. That is 
why his wounds too heal if earth is 
applied to them. But Saleem had 
bmn badly hurt. Ilie news of 
Muslim boys being beaten up 
reached Hyderabad and some work¬ 
ers rushed to the villaee. They spoke 
to the villagers, "Brothers! In the 
reign of Asafia dynasty we Muslims 
are being subjected to such tyranny. 
Now diese kafirs have the cheek to 
beat up our youngsters. Muslims, 
where is your self respect gone? 
Break the hands that tries to reach 
you. Naara-e-takbiri (God is great!)." 

Slogan, cries and wails of women 
and children could be beard in the 
adjoiniing villages. Smoke rising 
from ChAatpalli could be seen four 
villages away. 

'Muslims are going to attack the 
village tonight." As soon as this 
news spread in the village bankers 
and other nch men sat in their hous¬ 
es holding guns Ranga Reddy was 
awfully upset I le had two young 
daughters and one daughter-in-law 
with him. There were .small kids and 
lots of gold buried in the house So 
he engaged a lorry from the aty, col¬ 
lected ail his belongings and along 
with his family went to his brother 
living in Nalganda. While departing, 
he handed over the keys of his house 
to Abu Khan Abu Khan was 
Murad's uncle and, like Murad, he 
had been bonded to Ranga for the 
past two generations Now he know 


only one thing, that Ranga was his 
master, lord of his bread. By his 

t race alone his children survived. So 
e cried bitterly. But Ranga soothed 
him. In his shed were cows, buf 
taioes and chickens. In his sitting- 
room was installed the image of 
Lord Venkateshwar before which 
Ranga's mother lit a lamp everyday 
at dusk. Henceforth all these duties 
were to be performed by Abu Khan. 
So Abu Khan brought his elder son 
and brother as well to help him. To 
safeguard the house was now his 
responsibili^—the house where the 
honour of his forefathers was mort¬ 
gaged. He believed that the precious 
clothes and jewellery of his grand¬ 
mother were kept in Ranga’s coffers 
and the mortgage documents of his 
hou.se and fidds were also preserved 
in the boxes lying inside. 

Abu took a pledge to safeguard 
the house. His son and brother, with 
lathis in his hands, kept bearing the 
brunt of Muslim attars on the 
house. Then Muslim hooligans 
brou^t out luggage from the hous¬ 
es of Hindu bankers and made a 
bonfire of it in front of their houses 
When they broke into Ranga's house 
and tried to bft an iron box, Abu 
held it with ail his might and 
appealed to them: "Don't, pray 
don't burn this box. 1 touch your 
feel." 

"Hurl this bloody fool as well 
into the fire." So one of them lilted 


him by the waist and flung him into 
the fire. 

"Save, save my son!" Abu's 
modicr shouted, treating her breast. 
But no villager came forward to face 
the city hooligans. 

"Abu, Abu," calling him out, 
Abu's mother jumped into the blaz¬ 
ing fire. Next morning people tried 
hard to tell apart the remaining 
bones of the two or both of them had 
been reduced to ashes. 

' It augured well that the charred 
bodies of Abu and his mother could¬ 
n't be traced. Otherwise who would 
have joined the funeral rites of these 
fools who burnt themselves while 
t^mg to save the house of a 
Hindu?" observed Naulvi Ahquar 
Shah Sahib, who was an activist and 
who often came from the city to pro¬ 
voke Muslims against Hindus. V^ile 
departing, he aadressed the Muslims 
and declared that the blood of mar¬ 
tyrs would not go in vain and the 
iufirs would be made to pay 
through their nose. "Goo willing." 

It was the first communal riot in 
ChekatjMili. So all the p^plp were 
scared. They observed: "What criti¬ 
cal times we are living in! Never 
before were Muslims and Hindus 
reported to have tought against each 
otner. It is said that Muslims have 
burnt temples. Gosh! What a sin 
they have committed." 

Next day the daily Saheefa 
flashed a new.s item reporting a com- 








tiiunal rii)t in a village ot Waqarabad. 
"Mulhcr and son burnt alive," it 
said Malesham went round the vil- 
laj'e shouting " All this was the 
handiwork ol Dilwar Khan I'll teach 
hin. a lesson. Anyday the Tricolour 
IS to be hoisted in Delhi. I'll trample 
those bloody Mu.slims under mv 
teet" 

•Ml the elders impresst 1 upon 
him the need to be quiet. This is the 
ago ot Rizakars. "Beware! They will 
kill all ot us. They say that in 
Nalganda military and Rizakars 
together are spelling disaster. 
Communists loo are raising hell 
against the Nizam. Now lawyers are 
being sent to every village. Farmers 
and tarmhands will get a fair deal " 

This news upset everybody. Sabir 
Mian, Dilawar Khan, Chunnu 
Nawab, Malesham, Ranga Reddy 
and all the nawabs, kunbis, bankers 
and Deshmukhs of the village were 
ternfied. They exclaimed, "Good 
graaous! These goondas have already 
grabbed Nalganda. Who knows 
what will be the fate of our village?" 

On the other hand, Abu's brother 
Yusuf went round the village shout¬ 
ing: "They burnt down my brother 
and my mother. I'll destroy all of 
them.'' He would erj' bitterly and 
faint When he regained conscious- 
nes.s he would .start striking his head 
against the walls. All his near and 
dear ones a.s well as neij^bours 
were upset Murad and Saicem 
would sit holding him. But he would 
fight and run away 

' 'What bad times have fallen on 
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US, oh God' Unheard ot things are 
happening!" exclaimed Ahmed Bi 
holding her head in her hands. 

Mastan's case v\'a.s due to be 
taken up next month. Malesham 
claimed that ho would be hanged. 
Hearing this Ahmed Bi and her chil- 
dn'n would burst into tears. 

Sabir Mian's brother went round 
the village shouting: "As long as I 
have not set the entire village on fire, 
wouldn't take re.st." He went out ot 
the village. Me went up to 
Hyderabad. He contacted influential 
people and then suddenly disap¬ 
peared Thev say he joined Dallam, 
the guetnllas. 

News ol these happenings had 
cast terror over King Kothi. ^esc 
had been kept secret from His 
Majesty He shouted angrily: "Catch 
the hooligans and bring them unto 
me I will deal with them sternly But 
what w'.is left in the huts now? 

Rebel boys carrying guns were 
roaming m jungles and on hills. 
Government subedan and teh.sildars 
sent to the village did nothing except 
to get hold ot lovely girls and good 
chicken. While leaving ihey would 
.secure tins ot pure ghee, baskets of 
chickens and eggs, bundles of sugar¬ 
cane and bananas. Government 
i.ssued an ordinance that all tehsil- 
dars and taluqdars should stay at 
their headquarters and the rebellion 
of farmers should be pul down wi^ 
an iron hand. 

All this augured ill for the 
daughters and daughters-in-law of 


the village for, after drinking, these 
tehsildars could not sleep without 
women. So police pa tels and tehsil 
peons weaned children from their 
mothers and took mothers to the 
tehsildars. 

One night a tehsil peon went to 
the house of Narsaya, Murad's 
neighbour. Narsaya was Murad's 
bosom friend Since childhood they 
had played together, grew up togeth¬ 
er and studiecT together at scniHil up 
to the eighth standard. 

Naisaya's bnither Ramaya had 
got married only last month One 
morning the tehsildar Sahib, along 
with Malesham, went out for a stroll. 
He noticed a black beauty carrying a 
bundle of grass on her head 'Ine 
tehsildar was reminded of a poem ot 
Josh Malee habadi in which he said 
that when you touch such'a sturdy 
maiden you run the risk of bruising 
your fingers. Wiping the spittle 
falling on his sherwani, he told 
Male^am that he was tempted to 
bruise his fingers. Malesham at once 
summoned aU his servants and 
ordered that the girl be procured 
immediately. At about 10 pm, 

Malega reached the doorstep of 
Ramaya. If any tehsildar, taluodar or 
landlord took fanc^ to aiw girl it was 
the duty of the villas foUc to quietly 
offer her to him. Nobody should get 
wind of it. Otherwise menfolk at 
that house would get a shoe beating 
from the banker. By chance, Narsaya, 
keeping a lamp before him, was 
reading a book. As he saw 
Malesham whispering something to 





Ramaya he put aside his book and 
got up He addressed Malega: 

■ What's the matter? What are you 
whispering to niv brother? i'eU’me 
what you want.'^ 

■'When 1 shall come to tetch your 
wife I'll certainly consult you," said 
Malega gleefully 

"Shut up you.Narsaya 
uttered a filthy abuse. But by then 
Malega had dragged Rangi oy the 
hand as she stood in a corner, say¬ 
ing: "BliKidy tool! Will you go with 
me willingly or should 1 take you 
binding your hands and teet?" 

For rjuite .some time Murad and 
Salei'm heard the hue and cry raised 
by Narsaya's people Tliey thought 
that both the brotncrs were 
quareliing Then Murad came out 
and behind him SaKvin and then all 
the neighbours emerged from their 
houses. Lost in the darkness of the 
mtxmless night several boys, holding 
glittering .sicKles in their hands, were 
seen running towards the tehsildar's 
bungalow. 

‘^Why are you going, S.rleem? 
Will you let us live or not?" barked 
Ahmed Bi. 

"Huh! What has gone wrong 
with these lads? How will they be 
able to face such big people?" 
observed Ramaya's old grandmother 
who was crying and beating her 
breast. These big people had a claim 
upon his daughter-in-law. She knew 
that till that ctaj none—her husband, 
her father-in-Ia'w, father and forefa¬ 
thers—^had ever dared open his lips 


on such occasions. Whoever 
expressed resentment was found 
murdered in the fields next day. 

Rangi had hardly reached the 
tehsildar's room when three to four 
boys carrying sickles and lathis 
appeared on the scene. They dealt a 
heavy blow on the head of Malega, 
who fainted and fell down. Rangi's 
hand was released from his grip. 
Hearing the hue and cry the police 
patel, Gudo Sahib, and peon all got 
up, to teach a lesson to the bws 
meddling in official matters. But, 
viewing the fate of Malega, they 
paused. Narsaya stopped forward 
and held Rangi's hand. All of them 
returned to their houses. Silence fell 
all around. The lehsildar had bolted 
his room from inside. The hush of 
the dark night of Chekatpalli seemed 
to bo a lull before the storm which 
rocked the whole village The elders 
kept vigil. Every young woman's 
heart was held in suspense. It was 
not an ordinary thing to snatch the 
morsel of prey from the tehsildar's 
mouth. After all, the chastity of 
woman is not so precious that for its 
sake the entire village be plunged 
into dis,ist«T. rhi.s offspring of 
Mastjii was yet to bring God knows 
what more calamities. And first of 
all, Narsaya had rushed out with a 
sickle in hi.s hand. If the tehsildar too 
had come out with his loaded gun, 
then? 

In their heart ol hearts all the vil¬ 
lages were scolding Narsaya and 
Murad tor they had unnece.ssarily 
made a mountain of a molehill. 
Offspring ot Dheers! 1 low they are 
getting spoilt! Next morning the vil¬ 
lage folk woke up scared and, before 
saying their morning prayers, start¬ 
ed going to the )ungle with mugs of 
water in their hands Salei*ni too 
woke up. Breaking his daily routine, 
he neither took ablutions nor said 
his namaz Nor did he go to the jun¬ 
gle with Murad. Sitting near the 
hearth he kept smoking a bin 
Ahmed Bi and Gauri Bi were plying 
the handmill Bi Jam was lighting the 
fireplace. The whole house was filled 
with the smoke of smouldering 
dungcakos. Even small kids got up 
and hurriedly went to say namaz 
Then Saleem lose to his tcHJt. He spat 
at the base of the gulmohur tree 
growing in the courtyard and pick¬ 
ing hir lathi went to me fields. 

The call for prayers had just con¬ 
cluded in the mosuue. People with 
mugs in their hands were going to 
the fields when they noticed a cloud 
of dust rising on the pucai road. 
There were two men riding black 
mares. One was Malcsham, clad in a 
white dhoti, and the other was the 


tehsildar wearing a black sherwani, 
turkish cap and narrow-legged 
trousers. His black shoes shown 
from a distance. Following him were 
a tehsil peon, the police patel and 
Malega. Challenging the people 
going to the fields they shouted, 
'^Come hither, all of you. Have word 
with the tehsildar sahib," All got 
startled Those sitting in the fields to 
evacuate rose to their feet in exasper¬ 
ation. 

Ramaya and Narsaya confined 
themselves to their house out of fear. 
But when they heard the angry 
shouts of MaU’ga they too rushed to 
the fields. They were now convinced 
that Malesham and the tehsildar 
would not spare Narsaya's life. 

"Where are those boys who had 
raised a hue and cry last night'" 
Malega, with his head bandaged, 
.shouted 

Hearing this, Saleem pul his lathi 
on his shoulder and wont forward. 
Then some other farmhands stopped 
forward though on the previous 
night they had been in their house.s 
V'lcwing this .scuffle near their fields 
some elderly farmers too came, 
coughing, leaning on their walking 
.-.ticks Tncir hearts were beating fast. 
The tehsildar's mare was hopping 
and neighing and his whip was 
swaving in the air. Then Narsaya 
pluckeu up courage. He stepped for¬ 
ward, stood besule the tehsildar and 
spoke. "Yes, sir, what do you want 
to say to us?" 

Seeing this, Malega came for¬ 
ward and, pushing Narsaya back ■ 
with his latni, barked: "You bastard!. 
W'hy are you rushing forward? Talk • 
with your head bent downwards." j 
And holding Narsaya's neck lie low 
ered it all with his might 

"You dare call me a ba.stard! Yoi 
son of a swine!" Narsaya .shouted ir 
Telugu and, snatching Salc*em's lathi , 
rushed to hit Malega. The situation 
was taking an ugly turn So the peo 
and the police patel pushed Malega ! 
back But Narsaya .scvmed too pos-, 
sessed at that moment j; 

"Get down, sahib. Have a word ' 
with us. I loo like your wife Would ' 
you mind sparing her for me for or'.f 
night?" j 

"What did you say?" All those 
present shuddered, Malesham, 
Malega, and the police patel were 
raining shoes on Narsaya's head. E 
the tehsildar 's mare stopped jump-.^)' 
ing The swishing whip in his haiu 
stocid still. His mouth, full of betel,'-;; 
slopped chewing. He felt as if all t'|.; 
revolving earth had stopped short 
He looked around He felt as if all -.i, 
the folk of the village were mount ;ii 
his head. ■ 
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Departures 


Arrivals 


Ft No. 

Time 

Days 

Ft No. 
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RA Royal Nepaj Airlines e RJ Royal Jordanian Airlines • RO Tarom Air Transport • SQ Singapore Airlines e SU Aeroflot • TO Thai Airways 
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NTERVIEW 


A LAST TESTAMENT 


sc’.v. niarringe, good wine, the shortcomings of the Bengali character, 
the superiority of Bengali women over their Punjabi sisters, the moral 
cowardice oj Salman Rushdie, the decline of England Nirad C. 

Onaudhuri holds forth on these and other topics with characteristic gusto 
this inten'iew with Suwart Bhttchar andAtnit Roy 
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Nirad C. Chaudhuri: 't have never preached anything I have not practised' 


O ulsid<.' the .semi-detached 
house in Oxford, it is a 
bnf;hl, crusp November 
morning Ine garden, 
which had unci' been the owner's joy, 
1.S now overgrown a.s winter sets in 
Autumn leaves lie in thick piles in 
Lathburv Road 1 he polished brass 
nameplate bv the door, Nirad C 
Chaudhuri", lias about it a touch of 
permanence 

But the author ol The 
Aiitobiix^rapihi/ of titi Llnkium'it IiiiJiun 
knows lie does not have too much 
time In anv case, passing time is 
marked .nhis sitting room, cluttered 
with precious books, paintings and a 
laige colleclitui of huropean music, 
bv a clock — Engh.sh. not Swiss 
chiming .sweetly 

Niradliiil’it's exclusive interview 
celebrates his tiansition to his 100th 
yeai on November 2.'^ It is 
reassuiing to note that age has not 
dimmed cither his tremendous zest 
toi life or his mi.schievi'u.s, c/en 
malicious, sense ol niimour 

He recalls how an Italian girl, 
young and beautiful, naturally, had 
once kissed him out ot gratitude lor 
his literary genius Now, young 
Bengali w'omen, who were reading 
him m Bengali, were apparently 
mady to do the same. 

VVith a high-pitched cackle, he 
jokes But 1 am petrified what eftect 
any kissing will have on me." Fho 
grand old man of Indian Ictteis has 
an important announcement, his 
new work, a “testmament" 
predicting the end ol civili.sation 
within 200 to 400 years, will be 
published in India next March by 
Oxford University PrBS.s. 

Nirad/ia/iit has lived alone .since 
his wife, Amiya, died on September 
17, 1994, after 62 years of a very 
happy marriage. He is cooing well 
though he avoids the cola emptiness 
of their bedroom. There is a 
photograph of her in an Oxford park 
feeding the ducks. 
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Though he will not admit it, he 
has had a go at making ficguw hhaaja 
(fried aubergine) and sniddho bhaath 
(boiled rice), according to hi.s 63- 
year-old eldest son, Dnruva, who 
occa.sK)nal]y comes over from Delhi. 

He has bought his father a 
microwave so that the old man can 


warm his own packaged 
supermarket meals. Niradbalw 
manages on a modest wnsion 
though he has not lost nis taste for 
fine wine. A cleaning lady, provided 
by the local council, does the 
hou.sework. 

Behind his barbs aimed at the 







1 Bengalis, there appears to be an 
' underlying affection "I live as an 
authentic Bengali," he insists. "I am 
the only Indian who wears nothing 
but dhoti and paanjabi at home." 

When he goes out, however, he is 
dressed in a smart suit and 
transformed into the perfect English 
gentleman. His head will be covered 
in one of the six hats he keeps in a 
neat line in his hallw^. It causes 
him anguish that the England which 
drew him to Oxford ancf which 
inspired him to write A Passage to 
England has been replaced by a 
harsher, more brutal society. 

Recently, he received a letter 
trom the police warning him to be 
on the lookout for muggers who 
prey on old people. Now so frail that 
Jic has had to give up his daily 
ivalk.s, the tiny figure of Niradhabii is 
I’Icraly tin easy target He says hi.s 
evesight is so bad that ho is ' half 
blind". 

"Can you tell me the English 
people are civilised when you 
■iiinot go from here to there without 
the risk of being murdered?" he asks 
angnlv That great nation should 
become so degemTali-1 could not 
torsei' ei en in 1*^70," he n^fleets 

By the tront d<H»r are piled copies 
ot The Tttnct< which Niraderfbn 
ccmtiimes to lake for an odd reason 
‘1 want to know how degenerate 
English people < an be The Times is 
the mo.st degraded paper today It 
wntes in Engli.sh which is not used 
i bv even the News of the Wot Id." 

His deepest admiration had once 
j been resented for the British 
; rarliamerit, which he now calls 
contemptible" and the Church of 
England, which he dismisses as 
' corrupt". 


T he nature of the book business in 
Britain is such that publishers 
have to hype their "products", sell 
their authors to newspapers and 
television and promote each major 
work by taking the writer on a 
vvhirlwind PR trip round the 
country. Even many of the Indian 
students at Oxford are probably 
unaware of Niradbabii's presence. In 
the country at large, he has a low 
profile. In any case, Niradbabu now 
writes mosQy in Betreali, for sudi 
publications, as the Imja numbers of 
Ht’s/i in Calcutta. 

His scholarship, which has 
•lilowed him to master English, 
Bengali, Sanskrit and French, 

^'mains formidable. He gets by in 
Yi’c^k and Latin. He is forever 
•living into books, many of them his 


own — Hinduism, The Continent of 
Circe which won him the Ehiff 
Cooper prize. Scholar Extraordinary, a 
biography of Max Mueller, Chve of 
India and Thy Hand, Great Anarch! 

He used to write on a manual 
typewriter but now has a word 
processor though he does not make 
much use of it. As with human 
beings he divides writers into two 
classes — paagal (mad) and chhaagal 
(goats). He reckons he belongs to the 
first. 

His opinion of the current crop of 
celebrity Indian writers is not 
flattering. 

"Coward! Living under police 
protection," he says contemptuously 
of Salman Rushdie whose 
motivation, Niradbabu claims, was to 
make money'. "Then when he found 
himself in a tight comer he squealed. 
One thing 1 dislike about writers is 
cowardice and this is a damned 
coward. What does he write? 

I Rubbish." 

I Vikram Seth, Rohinton Mistry 

I and the others, he adds, "write in 
the current literary jargon which gets j 
out of date every six months • 


almost." 

Arundhati Roy merits, a "Who?" 

His opinion is: "If we are not 
born English and want to write 
English we should write the English 
which has been good English for at 
least 200 years. Otherwise we will 
date in six months. I have read every 
bit of good English prose from the 
16th century to l'J20.1 know what 1 
am saying.'’ 

Literary critics in Britain say that 
although Nirad C. Qiaudhuri now 
attracts a small but erudite 
following, his place as a writer is 
assured. 

One familiar with what people 
read today is Ronald Warwick, a 
lecturer and writer who was 
"wowed" by The Autobiography of an 
Uitknofwti Indian — this emerges as 
Niradbabn's most popular book. 

Pointing out that N.C. 

Chaudhuri is listed behind Chaucer 
in the Cambridge Unizvrsity Guide to 
Literature in English, Warwick says, 
"He has chosen not to write in a 
popular genre like a novel. His kind 
j of writing goes back to Chesterton 
! and Belloc — social commentary and 


His wife, Amlya, and sons; 12 years his junior, Amiya Chaudhun died In 1994 
after a long and happy marriage of 62 years 
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historical observation. His inteK*sts 
and prejudices are not commonplace 
ones which conspire to make him a 
less well known writer than he 
ought to be or deserves to be." 

Suggesting that me Indian has 
"the way of a gadfly", Warwick 
argues, "he has a Iremenooiisly 
combativorm of mtellect. The truth is j 
got at by arguing things out. We | 
have lost it He nas got it He has no | 
one to argue with him now." | 

Warwick, w'ho used to work at ' 
the Commonwealth Institute Library I 

in London, forecasts, "He is going to 
be a far more important figure in | 

years to come, lie writes English 
with enormous style, great beauty 
and clarity. No word is there 
accidentally." | 

The TV presenter, Clive James, 
who recently publiscd a novel about 1 
Bombay, The Silver Castle, road I 

Niiadbahu tor background and was | 

"blown a wav". i 


J ohn Bayiey, 71, who was Warren 
professor of English iiteratun* at 
xford from 1973 to 1993 states, ' As 
a writer in English he is very 
remarkable and right up there in the 
front rank." 

llte distii^uished columnist and 
author, John Grigg, 72, who first met 
Niradlu^u in Delni nearly 50 years 
ago, believes The Autobiography of an 
Unknown Indian will stand me test 


time. "In my eyes, he has a very 
high standing, though his habit of 
making mischief gets the better of 
his judgment at times." 

His former editor at Chatto & 


I Windus, Jeremy Lewis, reveals that 
! although Th y Hand, Great Anarch! 
was over 1,000 pages long, at 
Miradfiafiu's say not a word was cut. 
The book was written by the author 
without the help of notes or a diary, 
"straight out of Nirad Chaudhuri's 
head". 

Lewris would often visit the 
author whom he found a "self- 
absorbed man, a great man not 
remotely interested in others". But 
the two volumes of his 
autobiography, emphasises Lewis, 
"constitute one of the great 
autobiographies in the language, and 
one of the few contemporay works 
one can imagine people reading in 
two hundrea years time." 

On NiradibaJiu's shelves is a book, 
given by an admirer — an 
autographed copy of A Second 
Paradise by Naveen Patnaik 
presented by the late Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis who sought him 
out and took him to lunch at the Rilz 
in London. 

Niradbfl/iMS own view ot his role 
is simple: "1 consider myst>lf a 
corrective to my pt'ople. Bengalis are 
extremely narrow and they have 
accepted defeat and resorted to 
escapism. They resent being told 
thay are not fit for anything. All the 
Bengali vnees proceed from 
weakness, never from bad 
disposition. Even if a tiger comes 
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into their garden, they will say it is a 
cat." 

He feels — wrongly perhaps — 
that he has not received critical 
acclaim from his countrymen, "In 
more than 70 years of writing in 
English, I have never heard or read 
any Indian praising my English, 
why? They neither understand nor 
appreciate the English which is 
]&iglish." 

He says that in the 26 years he 
has lived in Oxford, only two 
Bengali families have been intimate 
with him and now even they have 
dropped off. "They feel an 
alienation." 

In contrast, Oxford University, 

f ave hiih an honorary degree in 
990. And when he was awarded an 
honorary CBE (Commander of the 
British Empire) in 1992 from the 
Queen, the citation described him as 
"one of the great writers in this 
century in the English language." 

He pulls out the Nm^ york Times 
review of 77 m/ Hai/tf, Great Anarch! 
and reads oiit the line which reduces 
him.self to almost uncontrollable 
mirth: "Nirad C Chaudhun is a 
fiction created by the Indian writer 
ot the same name " I le says, this 
observation by David Lelyvcld, is 
the "most accurate estimate ot me 
b}' a Westerner " 

He remembers the J bndustan 
Times leview of The Auloliiographi/ of 




an Unknown Indian had said "the | "I tell these haramzada English, how 
book is only lavatory writing." many men can boast you had no 

phy.sical relations with a woman till 


H e remembers, too, his 28 years in 
Delhi, when he had encountered 
mostly Pimjabi women. He found 50 
per cent of them extremely 
handsome while another 25 per cent 
"purely judging by features," were 
really beautiful. 

'‘But 1 have never felt attracted 
to any Punjabi girl," he confesses. 

"A Puraabi girl will mb me all over 
and will not produce any sensation. 
Their limitation is that they are 
'mindless'." 

As for Bengali women, "10 per 
cent will not be beautiful but I can 
hardly resist a Bengali girl". He was 
34 when he married his wife, Amiya, 
nearly 12 years his junior. 

"m my whole ufe I have not had 
a physical relationship with any 
woman except her," he emphasises 


His .'14th year? How many can boast 
a physical relationship with one 
woman in your whole life? I can say 
that. I have the right to preach. I 
have never preached anything I have 
not practised." 

He calls his life "the surx'ival of 
the ur.fittest". Although he 
abandoned belief in a God at the age 
ot 20, he is of the conviction that 
there is "some mercy in the universe 
which takes care of precisely those 
who are least fit to take care of 
themselves. Religion says you cross 
the cosmos 1 say I am carried along 
the cosmos." 

I le IS not in the mood to 
pontificate or offer unwanted advice. 
^'Old men give good advice," he 
cackles, "because they cannot set a 
bad example." ■ 
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THE ADVENTURES OF LEGIONNAIRE BEAUPEER 


1L THE ^ 

raSHir TO coivDUcrr' 

AtrOWM DEF=ENJC:rE/, 


'how oatsj X F*Lyr t his 

INJ L/VrTMEM^ TEJ^AS 
W/THOL>*r R^SORTTNS 
, TO LBEAL CX»*J5E0NI T ‘ 


TOO OOOL'DNI'T") 

ccysiDocr /\, 

. SOS, F5saaSO/ 



FINl^Ui^r TOA^V 
SLWVVitfSJ<3 LM=»/y 
-Ar- 


X ggVA/WP THE 
/CXXJRT OF THE CRDWN^ 
I Vfe /VI‘n>V5QART: 1872. /i 


VVWAT > 
HAPPENED 
V THENi?» ^ 































-T 


r • 'Vi jN' j ■ 


UNBEtlEVABLE !! ) ARF 










t-sv 




OFF?// 


o o* 


.«L 




CM.t1HElA» 




f-fcvS 


OKAy, THAT DOES 7 
IT/ IP I CAN'T r' 
SLEEP, THEN/s^ 
^THeV...;-^^ 


WAIT A SECOND... 
7 HE S TtTPPEP p. 
is^aACWNS^g 


I C^'T PHONE WHEN THERE'S NO 
BARKING/ I’LL HAVE TD WAIT UNTIL 

mAOTS AGAIN 






■ v-a 


fM 










;G.4i 




C'MON. W STUPID 
006/IT'S BEEN A , 
HALF-MOUR/ 

BARK SOI 
CAN CALL/) 


r 






Si s 

o' 

'Cv^'C 

«2fc.V^ 
















USIC 


SUNEETA SENORITA 


Vaiskali Honawar meets Siineeta Rao, who has fust released her 

neu' album, Talaash 


I t's e»jy to-fead Sun«?L» Rao 
thn)u^ the expressions that flit 
across her fatv I k*r eyes dance 
as she talks about her new 
album, Talaash, n*leased (ust days 
•iRO by Asha Bhonsle; a smile lights 
up her face when she says that 
music IS the greatest love of her life; 
a shutter comes down at a pt'rsonal 
query. 

But she's fetduig good about life 
in general—you can see that as sht' 
snuggles into a chair on the terrace 
of her flat m suburban Bombay 
uverkxiking the st*a. The response to 
her video, Dehka Dehka. which is 
being aired over Channel V and 
\ri'V, has lie«*n 'ln*mendous" and 
that could mean the album's already 
a hit. 

It's btH'n lour years since Parec. 
Rao's first and periiaps only big hit. 
was released tWer sev n year^ since 
her first pop album, Senoriia. and 
nearly 14 years since she started out 
a.s a songstress in theatre musicals 
It s been a long lime but Suneeta Rao 
shows no .signs of wear 

In fact, she looks much younger 
than l«*r 2‘) years. And e\'en m a 
loose nighhe with her face scrubbed 
clean of make-up, she resembles the 
swan-iike, flamlxiyant. energetic 
beauty that she is on stage.' I've 
.ilways been a performer- right 
from my chiltmrxKl," she says "1 
would walk into a mom and 
aniKtunce my arrival, create an 
audience fmm my family and 
perform tor them. Ferfonning comes 
very naturally to me " 

Not surprising then that she 
started acting in theatre* mu.sicals 
while still at college. During her five 
years at St Xaviers' she did five 
musicals, including LvUa, Grease and 
Bottoms Up. 

And -STK- did brilliantly in 
academics, too. "I was something of 
a mugpot," she laughs. "I would 
learn whrde chafers by heart and 
recite them word for word. It still 
works today when I have to team 
my dance steps!" 

After graduating with economics 
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Suneeta Rao: Energetic beauty 
in 1988, Rao opted tor a career she 
had always dreamed about: singing. 
Her first pop album, Senonta, was 
released in 1989—among the first of 
its kind in the country 

rhost* were the days before 
Channel V and MTV had 
revolutionised the music srvne in 
India and there wen'n't too many 
takers for Hindi pop. Henonta, 
however, did well— 'it .sold 75,(XX) 
copies which was quite a good 
number". But even if it hadn't, there 
would have been no turning back for 
the girl who grew up listening to 
Barbra Streisand, Whitney Houston, 
Billy Jot‘i, Areflia Franklin, Asha 
Bhonsle and R.D. Burman, wanting 
to be one of them. 

a e of the greatest moments in 
er Ine, she says, was when 
Asha Bhonsle released Taltu^. "She 
listened to my songs and said she 
liked them!" says Kao happily. "The 
release was in a disco and she said it 
was the first time she'd been inside 
one. And I told her that hi'r voice 
had entered the disco long before 
she had!" 

Her own luve for music, says 
Suneeta, is ingrained. "Coming from 



a south Indian family, music and 
dance were always part of my life." 
Also, her mother, Kamla Sista, has 
been a yesteryear playback singer. 

Sunet'ta trained in 
Bharatanatyam and in both 
Hindustani and Carnatic music and 
admits that this stands her in good 
stead when .she sings pup today. "I 
still try to be a good girl and do my 
riyaaz everyday despite my erratic 
schedule," she laughs. 

Erratic, maybe, but her schedule 
must certainly be a busy one. Her 
years in the music world have seen 
her do many things, including 
playback in Hindi .films, ad jingles 
and numemus live shows. 

She'.s also got four albums under 
her belt, including Dhuoan and a 
compilation. And while .she has .so 
far turned out fewer hits than many 
others of her genre —"Some have 
said I'm a one-song wonder," she 
laugh.s—Rao has no regrets. "1 
would like to make music that stays 
with jpeople for a long, long timc.*^ 
Besides she’s been maturing as a 
singer by the day and tliat alone 
mak(»> it worth her while. 

"Music," .she says thoughtfully, 

' has three functioas—it has to either 
make people want to boogey, cry or 
calm them. It also has to 
communicate and touch hearts. If 
my music can do any of these, I 
would think I have achieved 
•sometliing." 

Paree, perhaps, gave her that 
sense of fulfilment. The haunting 
video made by Ram Madhvani tells 
the story of a schoolgirrs crush on 
her teacher. But no, it was not 
autobiographical, says Suneeta. 

"It was completely Ram's 
interpretation—ne saw a sensual 
element th«v, and an innocence. It 
had nothing to do with my life, 
really, though I am sure that at some 
point in my childhood I must have 
had a crush on om: of my teachers," 
she says. 

DeMca Dehka is more Suneeta Rao, 
a vibrant fusion of dance and music. 
In the video she has indulged her 
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Posing with Dafcsha SsUi'^ dancers wtiHe shooting for Oefcha Oafcha 


love for experimentation with the 
various dance forms, using Daksha 
Seth's dancers and dicir unusual 
combination of Kalaripayattu and 
Chhau. The video, incadmtally, has 
been made by Suneeta's sister, Aaiti 
Rao Shetty, who runs a filmmaking 
unit along with her husband, Sunil 
Shetty, in Bangalore. 

Talaash, says Suneeta, has 
something for everyone."It's 
extremely groovy, melodious, ethnic 
and foU^ in parts. Tidaask is a 
ghazal, DMca Dehka is a grinding 
earthy tune, while Kesariya, whi^ 
will m* my next video, is a rap- 
tcchno tune that everbcxly loves 
already." 

It's taken her a year-and-a-half to 
come out with Talamh and she's 
involved herself in every aspect of it. 
She has cotnposcd foe music along 
with Ranjit Barot. The lyrics arc by 
Shyam Anuram but Suneeta strcsscss 
that she would make it a point to sit 
down with him and tell him "just 
what I wanted". 

Being such a perfectionist herself, 
docs she appnwe of the dozens of 
mu-sic albums and videos being 
churned out by pup artistes 
overnight? 

"Well, it's good that there's some 
competition today," she says. "U'll 
do the business a lot of good." But, 
she adds, in tlie long nm it is tlw 
best talent that will stay while the 
rest fall by the wayside. 

It is a very different scene today 
fivm the days I came out with 
Senorila," she recalls. "At the time 
there w'as no competition and no 
opportunities either. Luckily, 
Dexirdarshan introduced this 
pnigrantme called Pop Time around 
the time Sr*'orita was rcle.t.sed and 
some of us on the scene then got a 
chance to make videos and air 
them." 

Today, she says, you couki be a 
total newcomer 6ut 53 countrns* will 


watch your video. "It is terrific! And 
for someone like me who already 
has all this experience, such a 
platform is a tremendous thing. At 
last we may have a parallel jxip 
industry to rival the Hindi Him 
industry." 

B ut while one caimot dispute that 
the audio-visual revolution has 
been a boon to Indian singers, it has 
also led to the video beiiw given an 
equal and sometimes hi^wr place 
than the song itself. Can this not be 
frustrating for a singer who may 
often find his/her song eclipsed by 
the pretty picture on screen? 

f4o, says Suneeta. For her, the 
visual element has an important role 
to play in a sung. "Every time one 
heats a song, one forms a pictun.' in 
one's mind or associates it with an 
event in his/her llfo," .she says ' To 
make a song into a video or to 
perform it on stage enhances it and 
gives one more audio-visual 
foltilment." 

Besides, she says, if a song is 
"really good, it will click no matter 
how goM or bad the video is. And if 
the video is lerrific, it will help the 


sales of the song." 

As for some new groups today 
which cash in on their looks rather 
than their talent for singing, "it is 
totally a marketing strate^ and if it 
pays oH, that's go^ for them. But 
for myself, music is foe most 
important thing and all foe things 1 
do to glamorise it, on stage and in 
my videos, ate simply accessories." 

To illustrate her point, Rao cites 
Madonna "who's .given some classic 
hits, is a good pcrnirmer, a great 
looker; and whose music is veiy 
cleverly and fantastically written. At 
the same time, it's music you can 
boogey to. Sihe’s also one performer 
who can just pick up a guitar and 
entertain an audience. How good 
she and her videos look do not 
distract one from her musk'."' 

She admits, though, that a pop 
singer ha.s to do so much more hiday 
than fust sing. One has to be able to 
dance, act, Jo promotional and 
social campaigns, veejay... 

Oh, she's not complaining. It's 
fun, so lung as it doesn't intrude on 
her music. But she has no second 
j thoughts before turning down offers 
to compere shows— game shows 
and music sh««ws— "because I stv 
that as a different profession 
altogether and not something I 
would like to gel involved with" 

Suneeta's nut planning any 
personal involvements eifoer, in the 
near future. No, there'.s no one 
special and no, .she's not waiting for 
Mr Right. "Love and marriage will 
happfm when foey have to I am just 
getting on with my lile and my 
music," she saj's firmly. 

Besidc.'s, .she has her piano 
lesst^ms keeping her hands full. And 
then she loves to road, watch 
movies, dance .. Every day in 
Suneeta Rao's hfo is ' differont". And 
she'll have it no other way. I 


With Asha Bhonsie who released her new album, Talaash 
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BAYWATCH 

Jlic Andaman uplands, with their white beaches, beautiful corals and emeraUi 
forests, offer an ideal vacation for those who love nature, 
reports Susmtta Banerjee 

A s the' ^x'ing 737 hovers g 

over thi* hill-nnged Port -I 

Blair airmrt, pasM^ngers ^ 

gasp at the Ineathtalung t 

sight ol the sKunmering landscape | 
beneath — visible to the eye in vary- s 
ing hut's of unticlievable purple, 
lun|uoise and green thmugh a 
smokescreen of mists and wispy 
clouds As the' plane lands, the sun 
ducks behind an ominous spread of 
grey and you experience the first 
nea\'y shower of a tropical island. 

But as the car meanders thnrugh 
the undulating snaky n>ads into the 
emt'rald island, a se 'ring sun grt*t»ts 
you and you are told by tht? hotel 
guide that it never rains uraformly 
on the island. If South Point was 
experiencing a heavy shower, 

Wandoor, an hour's drive away, 
would be having warm sumiy 
weather 

As there are veiy few vehicles on 
the mad, dnvers take liberties with 
their spcHxiomc'ters while traffic 
politemen at instersections stand 
more like mannequins, posh'd there j j 
to complete the pictorial canvas. j . 

White and yellow «.tlages and ^ view of the btue-green sea of the Andaman islands 

pant'd woixlen bungalows atop hills intoxicating you. and the sky a bnl- take back indelible images of the 
peer Imm behind luxurious foliage liant shade of blue, you fall imwoca- the Sinclairs Bay Vww would be an 
and bnng back i^talgic memories bly in love with the Andaman and idea) economical choice. The conical 

of DarjeiDing in its prime, as neatly Nicobar Islands at first sight. snow-white roof of the fuitel is 

attired Uttle brats with rucksacks on unmistakable from a distance and 

their back» saunter to schools. 'T’'he Island Development Authority on<^ you check into any one of its 30 

It takes time for tlie visitor from i keeps a strict vigil on tourists tastefully furnished rooms and make 

TO mainland to get used to the idyl- descending on the island to ensure a beeline for the verandah, you feel 

lie beauty and calm of the island. that the archipelago's delicate cco- as if you are sailing on a ship! The 

Apart from tlie occasional mar ol system of priceless corals, rain sea, gently catessing the i^re, is 

aemplanes either taking off or land- forests, white beaches and crystal right under your nose wifii only a 

ing and the mumier of the sea, there clear waters is mrt damaged. And .so garden acting as a divide; the Hue 
is no .semnd to c^turb the tranquilli- iiAstead of aiming at mass-market stretches interminably before you till 
ty of this paradise. tourism, it encouragtis a limited it meets the sky somewhere in the 

Aldmugh the islaitders are full of number of up-market tourists to visit indefinable horizon; palm-dotted 
talcs of the indigenous Jarawo, Ongi the islands. No wonder the islands islands look like minuscule ike^rana 

and SentinaJese tribes, then* are very have an unspoilt, untouched look arrangements in the distance and 

few chances of accosting any of these* about them, unravaged by human there is not a soul to trample on your 

people as they are .screened off from marauders. priva^ at spoil your midday reverie 

TO public, living in reserved settle- Accommexiation varies from the save the gentle krKxh of the waitin’.' 

ments where no one is aliowixl to cheap dormitories to the very expen- 

intfude, except with special permits. sive Uke the Weloomgroup'sBay The hotel is fashioned in such a 

With the smell of the sea in the Island hotel. But for to texirist cm way that aD the 30 rooms ofite a 
ait, the scent of a strange flower his maiden visit who would like to spcxtacular view of the sea from 



intoxicating you. and the sky a bnl- 
liant shade of blue, you fall imvora- 
bly in love with the Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands at first sight. 

T he Island Development Authority 
keeps a strict vigil on touri.sts 
descending on the island to eiLsure 
that the archipelago's delicate cco- 
sy.stfmi of priceless corals, rain 
forests, white beaches and crystal 
dear waters is not damaged. And .so 
instead of aiming at mass-market 
tourism, it encourage a limited 
number of up-market tourists to visit 
the islands. No wonder the islands 
have an unspoilt, untouched look 
about them, unravaged by human 
marauders. 

Accommexiation varies from the 
cheap dormitories to the very expen¬ 
sive like the Welcomeroup's Bay 
Island hotel. But for to texirist cm 
his maiden visit who wcnild like to 


take back indelible imagcis of the rAsa, 
the SiiMilairs Bay Vww would be an 
ideal economical choice. The conical 
snow-white roof of the hotel is 
unmistakable from a distance and 
emeo you check into any one of its 30 
tastefully furnished rooms and make 
a beeline for the verandah, you feel 
as if yem an- sailing cm a ship! The 
sea, gently caressing the ihore, is 
right under ycnir nose wifli cmly a 
garden acting as a divide; the blue 
stretches interminably before ycni till 
it meets the sky somewhere in the 
indefinable horizon; pafan-dotted 
islands Icxik like mimiscule ikehana 
arran^ments in the distance and 
these IS not a scxil to trample cm ycxir 
priva^ cn spoil your midday reverie 
save the gentle krxxh of the waitin’.' 

The hotel is fashioned in such a 
way that aD the 30 rocxns offer a 
spcxlacular view of the sea horn 




dawn to dusk. If you opt for the 
modified American plan, it would 
include a well-appointed AC room, 
bed-tea, special Smclains breakfast 
and one major meal for Rs 2,090 
(double) and Rs 1,449 (.sinele). 

Some may opt for me American 

f )lan (AC room,Wd-tea, breakfast, 
unch, evening tea and dinner) (or R.s 
■ 2,6(X) (double) and Rs 1,700 (single). 
Tiiere is also the Continental plan 
(room, bed-tea and breakfast only) 
for Rs 1,69f) (double) and Rs 1,245 
(single). Yet others may prefer the 
European plan (room only) for Rs 
1,400 (double) and Rs 1,100 (single). 
The well-heeled tourist may prefer 
the luxury suite (European plan) for 
Rs 2,000. Xu non-AC acarntmiKla- 
lion costs less. 

The modified American plan 
suits most budgets Picture tnis- you 
wake up to the song ol the winds 
and the uni'erturlxsJ cadance of the 
wavi‘s, and then enjoy a warm cup 
of U*j la/'ving on your bed. Then 
alter a quick not shower you can 
stioll into the garden or sprint down 
th«’ stone steps that lead to the 
lagoon, wtn're the hotel has con- 
structtnl a swimming p<K)J which 
traps the waters of the .sea during 
hign tide bv Un’king the sluice gales 
So, Vi'U get the pnv.ity ot a secluded 
bi'iich plus the cimslanl water level 
ot a .swimming p»x>l 

llie hotel site is awash in meinc>- 
nes ot the British Ra) and it is »*ven 
nmioured that the flamboyant liquor 
baron V'ljay Maitva was one ot the 
lt>p biddiTS for this hotel You will 
chance upon five Japanese bunkers 
at the has*.- ot th«' hotel and al.so a 


The Sinclairs Bay View, Port Blair 




AH the rooms at Sinclairs offer this spectacular view of the sea 


japanesa* canon! Incidentally, the 
i.sland was under Japanese occupa¬ 
tion from 1942 to 1945 and there are 
stories galore of Japane.sc> treasures 
lying hidden somewhine on the 
island and the existence of a secret 
tunni'l under the sea linking Port 
Blair and Ross Island which is 
sta.shed with gold! 

The multi-cuisine restaurant. The 
Palms, on the second floor, oilers a 
panoramic view ol the sea. Don't 
miss the delecta -le llger prawns and 
the Uital Sumiai fish cooked in mus¬ 
tard sauo-. The w^eekends are 
Tandoori nighl.s; so dinner .shouhi 
include some sizzling chicken lan- 
dtKiris. The banquet hall on the st'c- 
oiid floor is ideal lor hosting niar- 
riagr receptions and seminars with 
the sea as the backdrop. 

There is no night litc in Port 
Blaii, piHiple tend to relin! after / .."U) 
in the evening; but once the open-air 
discotheque and roof-top restaurant 
comes up early next year at Sinclaus, 
the young, yuppy crowd will have 
.somewhere to go. 

X here are a nurnUu of enchanting 
I.sland cruises and city lours 
ich the visitor should not mi.s.s' 
trips to histone Ros.s Island, \'iper 
Island, the coral islands (Jolly Buoy 
or Red Skin). Jolly Buoy, an hour’s 
crui.se from Wandoor jetty througJi a 
forest-fringed blue -green sea, will 
introduci' the visitor to an amazing 
world of underwater coral life .seen 
through glass-bottomt'd boats. If you 
want a closer look .it the corals, you 
could hire snorkellmg and scuba 
diving iM^uipmenl. .At Sinclairs you 
could even seek the assi.stana* of 
Manvi Thakkat; the water sports 


expert from Mumbai, who will leach 
you scuba divmg. 

Tlie nutonous Cellular Jail is a 
must on the city lour itinerary A 
Scottish couple, Mr and Mrs 
Dunthome, insju-iting the gallows 
where ona‘ innumerable Indian free¬ 
dom fighters wt\x' hangiHi. cried out 
in horror, ' C'Hi, how could they!" 
Apparently, thej" didn't kmnv about 
this place being a British penal settle¬ 
ment till they came hen- We only 
read abviut the inral islands in the 
Umeli/ Pliui't." they said. 

A light and .sound slu>w is held 
on the premist's in the evening to 
recapture the mcxid ot the 
liidopendemx* movement and the 

S lide takes pride in pointing out 
at the film Sazae-f-kaalufmaw was 
shot here 

Gcnng round the citv, you will 
discover the roads are immactilalelv 
clean, Ix-caiise thanks to llic adminis¬ 
tration. they are wa.shed evi*ry night 
and nowhere will you encounter a 
pothole, local bust's look spic anil 
span, all public piace.s have a brand 
new Uxik about them- the inh.^bi- 
lants. tornimg a cro.s.s-cultural matmi 
of Bengalis, North Indians, Tamils. 
Telugus and Malyalis, are eithi-r 
thriving bii.sines.smcn or well-plaivd 
government st'rvants 

Seductxf iis you ,itc, the monieul 
when you have li) s,i\ adieu to the 

! *aradise is pamtul Apart twm the 
ew memenlot's ^-ou pick up from 
the local Alx'rdtvii Bazaar, there’s 
nothing you can reailv bung baik 
that will remind you of this inemo- 
rahle holiday And you cannot smug- 
gU- any corals into your liaggage 
becjusi' it will be subject to check at 
the airport and if you an* caught... ■ 
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Why single out Miss World: the protestors should first criticise Bollywood films 


Nandy and 
Internet 

M The cover story on 
Pritish Nandy was inter¬ 
esting ('&}acra Out', 
Octwer 20). Although a 
bit of a drifter: moving 
from one profession to 
anuthec Nandy will 
always be remembered 
for his sensatioiu] exposes 
in print. 

He was identified as a 
tear)es.s investigative iour- 
natist who would keep 
pui>.uing truth. 

I iis success in televi¬ 
sion, however, did not 
echo his success in the 
print media. He kxiked 
loo opinionated and 
pt>mpous as an anchor- 
jierson 

The cyber mvolution 
has many prospects in 
India. The electronic 
media is the 'in' thing and 
Nlandv. with his ixmt^anl 
toj ihe Net, should gel lln 
sj.i«llighl back on him. 
Siilithartha Bhattacharjee, 
Calcutta 

Ik Kudos to Nandy for 
his ever-changing imago. 
But it is always as a four- 
nalist that he will be bet¬ 
ter known. We still 
remember his tirade 
against the Ori.<isa chief 
ministec J.B. Patnaik. 
which 1^ to Nandy's 


office being searched by 
the Orissa police. 

Arte Mishra, 

Cuttack 

•I Nandy is a man of 
many parts. If he was a 
ruthless journalist he was 
also the soft, romantic 
poet of sensitive emo- 
tioas. And this found 
expression in his concern 
for the environment. 

Now, Nandy has devel- 
otxd a tetti^ for the Net.> 
lie's clearly a man always 
on the move. 

Sifbnite Saha, 

Calcutta 


AB Babies 

IB 'Feimnistsor 
Feminazis?', (November 
10) rightly says that the 
women's organisations 

K ratesting a^nsl tlie 
liss Wond contest in 
Bangalora are no different 
from the Taliban forces in 
Afghanistan. 

Feminism does not 
advocate militancy, it is a 
sdhool of thought which 
questions o^ain norms 
of patriardiy, which have 
reduced women to trfijects 
of sex. 


Feminisn expects, but 
does not force, women to 
find their own mode of 
self-expression. So die agi¬ 
tators cannot be termed 
feminists- 
Sarbam Bose, 

Calcutta 


» Can the protestors cen¬ 
sure the Bombay film 
industry which is getting 
from bad to worse 
because of the obscenity 
being displa 3 rcd on 
screen? 

Anjana Banerjee 
Calcutta 
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R.K. NARAYAN, the* grand old man ot hction, 
turned 90 n.’cently. An interview w'lth the 
writer on his lite, his literary works and his 
myriad e\pencnces in life 
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THERE'S MORE to Singapore than the ihop 
ping plazas. 

Rasipuram Krtshnaswamy Narayan 


J^TION 


lA TIMETABLE 

26 TRAVEl 

.Ml HRSr PERSON 


Cover R.K Narayan with 
his great-granddaughter, 
photograph crxirtesy 
Frontline 








Cover story 

THE 

WRITE 

CHOICE 

R.K. Namyan sfacility with uH>rds has 
sUhhI him in fi(X)d stead throughout his 
life. SudhaG. Tilak meets the leriter, 
who fvcently turned 90 

"SCIENTIFIC HOAXES WOULD MAKE FOR A 
g(X)d movie," saVvS R.K. Narayan. A warm 
mid-morning chat sessitm ha.s turned to 
Ramar Rillai, the wannabe scientist who ins¬ 
ists that he can make herbal petrol. Narayan 
is dismissive of such charlatans. But he is 
quick to agree that such tricks are pretty 
commonplace in India. 

fie recollects, with a gleeful laugh, the 
day when he was relaxing in his porch in 
Mysore and a mendicant came along. "He 
poured vibhuthi from his sleeve and told 
me that he could do more such miracles and 
asked for some money. I told him that I 
could perform better tricks and after watch¬ 
ing me he left discouraged" 

It is such everyday moments that enliven 
Narayan's writing as well. The regular turn 
of events; little forgettable incidents; sleepy 
towns; the humour and gentle pathos of his 
people; all of these coalesce to make his fic¬ 
tion special and unique. 
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•At my age I want to get along with the business of living peacefully ’ 


And .dsn (he taet that, as biogra¬ 
pher. Susan Kam, say.s. 'He is most 
non-judgmental and gentle even with 
non-rcspertable people." Narayan 
approdche.s his characters with a d igni- 
fied gcntic-ness, and pn'sents their 
ai lions — or even the world — from 
their point of view 

f Je had si*rved a.s a member ot the 
Ka|ya Sabha in 1989, and on thrtv occa¬ 
sions, he had demanded the abolition 
of the heavy and burdensome school 
satchels for school children 
He had also raised the issue of mak¬ 
ing children well in the sun posing as 


I htvrleaders tor visiting VIPs "The 
sun would be immensely hot in Di'lhi 
and these* children would be lined up 
ti» wave* the flags Utter cruelty," he 
reialls 

I le reads out a letter written lo him 
by school children With childlike 
approciaf u>n they scrawl how Swami 
ant! Frit-nds has been an inspiring text 
for them "Isn't this charming? I will 
reply to them," says Narayan. 

The girl child also occupies a spi.'aal 
place in his heart. "FoctKido is a horri¬ 
ble practice''. he says As a member of 
Parliament, Narayan wanted a Bill lo 


be passed against the foeticide of the 
a female child. "Health clinics in the 
name of .sex determination also go 
§ ah«‘ad with this abhorrent practice 
J and illiterate women are more often 
the victirn.s", he .says. 

Narayan has observed closely the 
pain that goes with being a woman in 
traditional Indian society. The tragic 
cruelty they faa* is dealt with in me 
Dark Room, held by critics as a book 
much ahead ot its times. Published in 
1938, It .showcases the angst of a tradi¬ 
tional Indian woman pitt^ against a 
cruel husband, but unable to n-bel. 

N arayan began his life as a full-ti¬ 
me writer, having decided not to 
hold such jobs as that ot a teacher or a 


S usan Ram, acadeoniidm, and 
hu^and N. K»m,Joum^ist and 
editor, haveemne up what 

can be called a perfect birthday gift. 
An exhaustive and 
weil-reseafchedmography of R.Kr 
Narayaivtlfeft'fnend ottnany 
yeacs. 

What 1$ striking about dii$ 
bbouJT.of invd is how the Rants 
(mat subject of th^ work, the 

duoadoptsanacsdnaitoapproacK ; 
in tracing Narayan's oreal^ 
outtnit ov^^O^d yc^; is 
pcxc^tivein unravdluig (he getm 
of the wh^smany wol^ even as 
‘ fladraub^ with what 




in«lid}^adng and deQrwadi^jthe 
socktland econnmfebaduirop to. 
Milan's eat^Hfe. And diedr 
'Woikfebo«in4taM|^kA ' 
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clerk. After a few false starts— 
Narayan says his writing was often 
mcwny and sentimental—he finally 
developed his own stylo and began to 

shape up as a writer. Malgudi was for¬ 
med in nis mind's eye and the charac¬ 
ters and situations flowed from his 
pen. 

Swami and Friends and Bachelor of 
Arts were published soon. Narayan's 
dear friend. Puma, had helped cement 
a friendship between Graham Gree¬ 
ne and Narayan At Greene'.s sugges¬ 
tion, Rasipuram Krishnaswamy 
Narayan Reduced his name for print to 
R.K Narayan 

The author was dealt a harsh blow 
by fate when his wife, Rd|am, died of 


typhoid in 1939. The two had met in 
Coimbatore, when Rajam was draw¬ 
ing water fmm a street tap, and soon 
after Narayan had befriemded ht'r 
father. The romance between the two 
was sweet, quaint and unconvention¬ 
al at the same time and culminated in 
marriage. "No one in our .social cxmdi- 
tion could dare to proceed in the man¬ 
ner I had done," Narayan recalls in his 
autobiography. 

After his wife's death Narayan had 
to lend to his three-year-old daughter 
and went into "the most shattering 
period of his life", in Susan Ram's 
words. He gave up writing for almost 
seven years and had some psychic 
experiences which made him fet‘l his 


wife's presence as a palpable force. 

He stxrn reverted to his creative self, 
though, and published his third novel, 
11ieEnf;lish Teacher, described by 
him as the most autobiographical of 
his works After that, Narayan went 
on to produce mon* than 12 novels, 
four aillections of short stories, two 
travel binrks and four compilations ot 
es,says. 

Not everything he wrote got publi¬ 
shed, thuu^. Now and again, 
Narayan would burn many of his 
manuscripts. As he says, '1 have so 
much of paper stored im that now and 
then I deslRjy them". Tnis includes a 
couple of hts handwritten 
manuscripts de.stroyed after his wife's 
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M Mam and 

a tribute to an MJfimd 


idea for bmrking din a 
Says N. Ram, "Narayan is the 
only ^teir in India to make a 
full-time care^ of writing alone for 
Myttats whkhno odier Indian 
writer hw dime fo far." Long years 
of association between Narayan 
and The/fiiufu also threw Ram itt 
the writer's company teeqiiently, 
which helped the bfo^apwier get as 
dose a view of die auQidr as 
possible. 


Mdre dtmi 11 ydaris have tieen 
sp^ by Ate iri.ttacm^ the, 

letters berive^ Narayan and 
Graham Greene, Narayan's 
unpubiished wot^bnai^^ 
and most bmgniinA of all, the 
private of Naiw«i after 

his wife's death which he made 
anratlidate to tiw Rarns. 

; photbenkf^w of Nareyan.and 
nfodlynave aiisobeen restmed for 
puMuditk^ fo dtehook. 



:'^^tereadktes eo^ >'! 

'briOkiSfhiinlitiito . 

atdoMography, 

wak kin&d tiar a bfogra|ihy as welt. 

And ^ 

.frimiewovR ddsbodk fl&'m 
need IP omtextoalito Nata^ 
wotks,- : / ■ ■ ■ 

The hitumy of f^aTayan's early 
yeorii is leavened widi details of his .. 
schopl---^ iRriicsmyaUmm fo Madr^ 

. vdiereNarayaif'Sfltst is years 
were spent—die process that 
turiWhim into a .writer, and die 
friends who hefo^ him along. 
'Ihis.waspossitiwonly after ' 
intensive travels across Indian and . 
in the U$A and England, whm 
NM^an's manuscri^ are 
pressed In univerBitieei, 

lite bkrgraphers traced all 
knpOrtaid letters iq»edally diose 
behveen Narayan nid Qtrdiam 
Giwme, nmnheriiig around 150. A 
htcraiy association diatniatuted 
into a fiiendship lasting over 60 
years; die'DEdattomhip between 

S and Greenento tow 
iriocritempDrary 
i; and reemes mudi 
intention in both Narayan's 
' Sutobtogpaphyaxtobtognqdiy. 


Die biography, which was the' 
result ol many conversations diat 
Swan iDid Rain had with Narayan, 
his dose relatives and his friends; 

and, of course, copious research, 

. wasreleased on Narayan's 
birthday cm October 13. Rutdtis. 
Qnlybrtogsusup to1945;tbe . 
secondvdhttneWhkhwiU'd^ 

with the later yearn should 

mme inforw^ng 


















IN CONVERSATION 

R.K. Narayan on his life and times 


XT arayjn dwsn't cive 
i\| interviews. "What is there to 
say? It's all there in my works," he 
will hedge. Interviews are 
tiresoi)^. And he is averse to 
phntogra})lliers. So, it is always 
better to just chat with the 
venerable writer. 

He laughs easily, is interested in 
knowing people without being 
curious, and his assessments are 
more ration^ than sentimental. He 
^collects incidents and anecdotes 
with a bit of play-acting thrown in 
for good measure, puclwring his 
face in imitation or crossing nis 
arms in a relaxed mood. 

This correspondent spent two 
days conversing with Narayan 
touching upon things personal, 
anecdotes, nis views on current 
issues, and his pet peeves and likes. 
Some excerpts: 

"Life at 90 should be free of 
worries. I have had enough of 
many things: writing, travelling 
and others. 1 have b gun to relax 
my g;rip on many things, like 
sanctioning copyright permissions 
easily. At my age I do not want to 
be bothered about mundanities, 
but to get along with the business 
of living peacefully without 
upsetting my health or my routine. 

"I have never handkxl money 
with ease. 1 hate all sorts of 
account-keeping and 
book-keeping. Nowadays my 
son-m-law or ihy panddauj^tcr 
give me money whenever I want. 
My wants have become minimal. I 
only want to buy my medicines 
and my scented areca nuts. Thaf s 
all. 

"I can live alone at my home m 
M 5 rsore but taking care of myself 
ne^s a support system now and 
the family Ls a help in these times. 

death and also a manuscript consign 
ed to the flames by compliant literary 
agents. 

Ihcse days, Narayan is enjoying his 
.sunset years and the freedom of wnt- 
ing as he pleases, meeting whom he 
wishes Of course, life stul has its ups 
and downs. Age and lack of space 
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Being a part of a family definitely 
helps. 

"My life is an open book, widi no 
place for privacy at all. It is there all 
in my books. 1 follow a leisurely 

E ace. 1 setup late. Write in long 
and when 1 please and read what 
interests me at the moment. 

"I didn't feci the necessity to 
learn a sidi) which could help me 
get a job at any point in my life. All 
my life I wanted the freedom to 
come in as I pleased and leave a 
work spot when I wanted. That is 



why 1 didn't take up a joh. 

"I have been helped by friends at 
unforseen times. Graham Greene, 
Puma and little known friends. 
Being a ve^arian is a problem for 
many abroad. But duriixgone of 
my tours to the US, a friend, 
Sugavanam, would cook my meals 
m my flat and vanish tliereaftor for 
the day. Anodier friend would 
help with accommodabon while 
another would take me around. I 
have been lucky with friends in life 

"Modem In^an fiction suffers 
from a lack of originality. Most 
young writers want to fit into a 
spedfiL groove and write with that 


have put an end to the long walks by 
the Manna whi Ji helped him a.s a 
fledgling writer, and later after his 
wife's death. His daughter's death (of 
cancer) recently has been a blow that 
he has had to deal with. 

Nonetheless, there are still no full 
stops in Narayan's literary life. His 


aim. There is also a general lack of 
ideas which comes from limited 
experience and feom looking at 
things from a narrow perspective. 
Pulp doesn't carry much weight or 
meaning. Art in all forms has to 
follow certain norms. 

"Protests for wrong issues has 
become foe norm foese days. 

Women in India and feminists 
must concentrate more on genuine 
issues. Tliere is little idealism left in 
people now and tltey want to make 
use of protests and dhamas foT all 
foe wrong causes. Much of foe 
so-called protests are politically 
motivated or aimed at publicity 
than for any real benefit. 

"Disciplining our country on 
issues like clean politics, edutabon 
is a difficult task. For a small 
country like Singapore 
administration is easy. Ours is a 
coimtry with a large variety of 
people, from various strata with 
varying educational levels. 
Condiboning our country will be a 
difficult task. We will continue to 
grow in spurts. 

"I wanted to be a playwright and 
dramatist at first. But after writing 
Prince Yazid (1930), I decided 
against it. Recently my literary 
agent recovered it from reject^ 
manuscripts and asked me what to 
do with it. I told him to bum it. 

"Coffee saved my life. When 1 
was fimr or so, I fell seriously ill 
with pneumonia or something 
else, ihe memory that I sbll have is 
the doctor who gave up on me and 
told my grandmother to feed me 
anything I wanted in foe last hours. 
Since the word I had known at foe 
age was kapi, I asked for it and was 
fed spoonfuls of it. Surprisingly, 
just after that I bounced back and 
am around on my 90fo year." 

16fo novel is progressing at its own 
pace, as is his personal life, considerab¬ 
ly enlivened as it is with foe presence 
of his great-granddaughter, cousins, 
nephews, nieces, granchildren, and 
friends. And Malgudi's maker carries 
on with the business of meeting each 
day as it comes. ■ 




XTRACT 

Adventures and 

EXPLORATIONS 


A fter the C.R.C., uncle got me 
admitted to the Oiristian College 
High School, using his influence as 
an old student. I felt proudof my 
new school. I left home with a lunch 
pack ea^ morning by tramcar to 
George Town, nearly four miles 
away, through crowds and traffic 
into ^e heart of the city. I had been 
suddenW let loose into a larger 
world. I^rasawalkam, to which 1 
returned in the eveninc^ seemed a 
backwood. Christian College was 
practically the first buildng on the 
esplanade, and beyond it was a road 
.skirting the beach. From the college 
terrace one had a view of a blue sea 
and .steamers on the .skyline, and a 
salty air blew in all day Our masters 
were well dre.ssed, kind and reason¬ 
able men, the students very different 
from the crowd 1 had known at the 


Lutheran Mission and the C.R.C. 
High School. Spacious corridors, a 
Gothic tower with a bell, a chapel, 
well-lit classrooms and halls, and 
an accessible library. At lunchtime, I 
carried my packet of rice and curd 
to a bookshop nearby and ate it 
behind the enormous shelves. It was 
one of the oldest bookshops in 
Madras, importing books from all 
parts of the worliL I cannot explain 
why 1 was supposed to go there to 
eat my lunch, except that the propri¬ 
etor was related to my uncle, who 
wanted to make sure that I ate my 
lunch in peace and privacy. After 
lunch, I browsed through the book 
titles in die shelves until I heai J the 
booming bell at the college tower. 
Some days, if there was a longer 
recessi, I crossed the road, hopped 
over the railings, and wandered 


An extract 
from 

Susan and 
N.Ram^a 

biography of 
R.K. Narayan, 
The Early 
Years, 
1906-1945 


Extracted 

The Eariy Years, J906- 
1945 

JBfy 

Susan and N. Ram 
PubUsHed by VUdng 
PuMshers 
Price irs495 





through the enormous corridors of 
the High Court (the same place that 
had receix'ed a knock from Lttiden 
years before), making myself incon¬ 
spicuous so that the sergeant who 
prowled around crying, "Hush, 
silence, silence," coulcl have nothing 
against me, At the end of the day, 1 
raced along with some of my class 
fellows to tne Beach Station, clam¬ 
bered on an electric train, and got 
oft at Egmore, the station nearest my 
home, saving thus the one-way 
tram-tare I never bought a ticket for 
this journey, but on the advice of 
experienced friends, jumped off at 
Egmore and scampered through the 
coal-yard. I continued this practice 
until I bragged about it one day at 
home and was severely reprimand¬ 
ed bv my uncle, who warned me 
that! might find myself in jail for 
this adventure. 

The Christian College was, how¬ 
ever, a shortlived glory At the end 
of the first term, when we had 
Michaelmas holidays, 1 was sent off 
to Mysore, where mv father was 
now transferred as the headmaster 
of Maharaja .s Collegiate High 
School ('Collegiate' meant that it 
had a university entrance cla.ss ) My 


father had no good impression of 
my earlier schools, was on the whole 
prejudiced against Madras schools, 
ana decided to keep me in Mysore. 
Dr Anderson, my headmaster at the 
Christian Collge, wrote him a per¬ 
sonal appeal to send me back, and 
my unae also pleaded with him to 
let me continue m a school where 
admission itself was an honour. But 
my father said, "My school is good 
enough. Travelling every day in a 
tramcar is a risk, it is not safe.. " 

T hus ended one phase of my life 
as a man of Madias; I became a 
Mysorean thenceforth At first, natu¬ 
rally, I missed the life at 
Madras—the companions, the 
streets and the noise, and above all 
the snobbish glow of belonging to 
the Christi in College But soon 1 
began to appreciate Mysore. It has 
an elevation of over 2,000 teet and 
that makes the climate cool. Unlike 
Madras, where even a shirt on one's 
back proves irsksome, here one 
could dress properly—coit, cap and 
footwear, which my father insisted 
on, both as a headmaster and ns a 
father. The hilly roads ot the city, 
seeming to go up and down fasci¬ 


nated me, and the outline of 
Chamundi Hill illuminated at night 
had an air of shimmering mystery'. 
The sky seemed to be more colourful 
and intimate, and the great number 
of trees all along the roads made 
passage to the ^ool each day a 
delightful experience. I enjoyed the 
crowd at home too. I had now tw'o 
more brothers to complete our fami¬ 
ly picture. My elder sister was mar¬ 
ried and had gone away to her hus¬ 
band' s home at Coimbatore. My 
father himself seemed mellowed and 
ready to practise a philosophy of live 
and let live. His routine was me 
same as it had been elsewhere— 
school, club, and home; and he had 
now a much larger number of stu¬ 
dents and teachers to manage. 

Soon I realised the advantage of 
studying in a school where one's 
father was headmaster. One ^ot 
more people seeking one's friend¬ 
ship. The teachers were on the whole 
more gentle—except one trouble¬ 
some Dotany teacher who fretted 
against the headmaster as well as his 
son, and who would go on saying:"! 
don't care if someone is the head¬ 
master's son. I'll throw' him out if he 
doesn't come to class with coloured 







crayons." It might be crayons one 
day or a slightly awry outline of a 
paripinnate leaf on my drawing 
sheet or a blunt penal or the snap¬ 
ping sound of a clip-board—any¬ 
thing that 50 others in our class 
might Ih' guilty of. But the teacher 
focused his attention on me and 
would begin a lone peroration on 
how he would dem with sons of 
headmasters. A* that moment the 
whole class would turn in my direc¬ 
tion and grin But 1 had become less 
sensitive to such situations, and 
grin ned back, which would infuri¬ 
ate the teacher further. He would put 
aside the drooping plant in his hand 
and say firmly, "I would not hesitate 
to send him out, even if he is headm- 
ster's son. This is no laughing mat¬ 
ter Beware!" His eyes rolled in 
anger I don't know how my father 
treated him officially—no means of 
verifying, as my father never dis¬ 
cussed school matters at home But 
my suspicion was that the botany 
teacher was no favourite of his. My 
father was as strict with the teachers 
as with the boys, and treated both 
alike. Voices were hushed when he 
pa.ssed by the Common Room Still, 
a lew teachers suppressed their 


resentment and got on with him, and 
’vere anxious that the headmaster's 
son should not disgrace himself 
through bad performance. Hence I 
was often advised by one or the 
other of them, ‘Tf you have any 
doubts, come to me without hesita¬ 
tion." Where was any room for 
doubts? Doubts arise only with at 
least partial understanding. If I 
could have had a definite notion of 
the measure of my ignorance, I could 
have specified the solutions as 
well. I used to feel embarrassed 
when such an offer was made, and I 
would say rather sheepishly, "Never 
mind, sir," or, "It doesn't matter, 
sir.. ■' Our zoology teacher was the 
one who persistently tried to 
improve my understanding; he 
would retort. "What do you mean, it 
doesn't matter? It docs matter. Don't 
you want to leant and pass?" 

"I don'i want to trouble vou." 

He was a very short teacher, 
about four and a half feet tall From 
a distance, one could easily mistake 
him for an overgrown baby but for 
his suit and turban. He sketched the 
anatomy of insects in so many 
colours that his fingers were always 
stained witli chalk Sometimes one 


side of his nose would also be 
streaked pink or green, and one 
could not help a smile while facing 
him, and he w.ould smile back inno¬ 
cently. His mitials were M.M. and 
we called him Millimeter. Unlike the 
botany teacher, this man was very 
cautious and never called me to 
account as the headmaster's son, but 
he had a persistent habit of corner¬ 
ing me in order to clear my doubts. 
We had practical zoology on 
Saturday mornings, and we were 
allowed to ply our scalpels on the 
carcass of .some creature stretched on 
a board. I felt no doubt proud and 
important, like a surgeon in the mak¬ 
ing and the scent of carbolic lotion 
was for us an exclusive perfume. I 
went through the motions of dissec¬ 
tion with a lot of conceit, but with no 
intelligence whatever. I did what my 
neighrour did and came out of the 
class when the bell rang. And now 
there was no use questioning me 
about my 'doubts^ How could J tell 
the teacher, after he had lectured to 
us a whole morning, that I existed 
under a whole cloud of unknowing? 
My trouble was absolute abstraction 
from my surroundings. My mind 
was busy elseVvhere—watching 
through the large windows the cows 
grazing the fields. 

Next to religion, education was 
the most compulsive force in a fami¬ 
ly like ours My outlook on educa¬ 
tion never fitted in with the accepted 
code at home. I instinctively rejected 
both education and examinations, 
with their unwarranted seriousness 
and esoteric suggestions. Since revolt 
was unpracticalT went through it all 
without conviction, enthusiasm, or 
any sort of distinction. Going to 
school seemed to be a never-ending 
nuisance each day, to be borne 
because of my years. At Madras, in 
my Lutheran Mission days, my 
uncle was strict and would not allow 
me to stay home, however much I 
tried. When 1 lay in bed groaning 
with a real or feigned headache, he 
would merely say. "Get up,jget up. 
I'll myself take you to the school and 
.speak to the taecher to treat you 
lightly." At my father's school in 
Mysore, it became even harder—a 
headmaster's son faces a headmaster 
at school ana a father at home. 
Though my father was generally 
uninterfenng, he was addicted to 
watching the entries in the 
Attendance Register (the most 
unsiglitly volume in the world) 

Even in the classroom, where he wa.s 
suppu.sed to take an hour a week of 
English prose, he constantly paused 
during his lectures to snatch up the 
register and pick out the absentees 





between last week and this and 
demand an explanation, lliis was 
such a routine that he never got 
beyond the opening lines of a Lamb 
essay. "TTie eldeis with whom I was 
brou^t up were of a nature not like¬ 
ly to let slip a sacred observance, 
and ringing in the New Year. " At 
this fioini he would turn his atten¬ 
tion on someone and demand, 
"Scared observance—can you 
explain what is a sacred ob-servance? 
Oh you! Where were you last week? 
Urgent business, I suppose; let us see 
how much urgent business you gen¬ 
erally have, from time to time. Gel 
the register." With a father and head¬ 
master of this temperament, you 
were not likely to let slip a day. He 
would unhesitatingly make you 
stand up, and then oeclare the pun¬ 
ishment, and, further, summon you 
to his room at home to say what a 
disgrace you were So at high .school, 
1 maintained a hundred pei cent 
attcndanci', although I had constant¬ 
ly to overcome the temptation to 
dawdle around a nearby nursery 
garden or a tiny lily pond outside, 
overshadowed by immense trees 
and studded with little brick monu¬ 


ments on Its banks for the dear 
departed of a century ago I resolute¬ 
ly absented myself from such felici¬ 
ties and got into my class with the 
first bell, otherwise the gates would 
be locked and latecomers shut out, 
until the headmaster arrived and let 
each one in with a pmper admoni¬ 
tion and warning 

B efore actually entering the uni¬ 
versity for my B.A , T had a whole 
year's reprieve by failing in the uni¬ 
versity entrance examination hold in 
the higii school. I had expected to 
fare ill m physics and chemistry, 
both of wnich had defied my under¬ 
standing. I never understood what I 
was expc^cted to do with the 'data' 

E rovided with the .so-called prob- 
!m.s, the relovance of 'atmospheric 
pressure' or 'atomic weight', or what 
to do with logarithm tables, or the 
why or how of a 'normal' solution. 
These points never became clear to 
me either through my own efforts or 
through our teacher's explanations. 1 
had been certain of failure in these 
two subjects, but, as if by a miracle, I 
had somehow passed in them, 
though not with flying colours On 


the contrary, 1 had failed where I 
was most confident—English. I 
failed so miserably and so complete¬ 
ly that everyone wondered if I was 
literate at all. My fadier, in spite of 
his strict attitudes in school matters, 
had one very pleasant quality—he 
never bothered about the examina¬ 
tion results. He always displayed 
sympathy for a fallen canmdate; he 
had no faith in the examination sys¬ 
tem at all But even he was forced to 
exclaim in surprise, "Stupid fellow, 
you have failed in English! Why?" 
Proficiency in English being a social 
hallmark, 1 remained silent without 
offering any explanation, though I 
knew why. One of our English texts 
was a grey-bound book of chilling 
dullness called Explorations and 
Discoveries, pages full of Mungo 
Park's expeditions and .so form. In 
my whole career 1 have not come 
across any book to match its unread- 
ability I found it impossible, and 
totally abolished it from my uni¬ 
verse, deciding to depend upon 
other questions in the examination 
trom Oliver Twist or Political 
Selections. But I found in the exami¬ 
nation hall that four out of six ques¬ 
tions wen* based on 
Exploratmis —that horrible man, the 
question-setter .seemed to have been 
an abnormal explorationi.sl. I gave 
up, left the examination hall m half 
an hour, and sat in contemplation on 
one of the brick monuments bt\side 
the lily pond 

My outlook on education has not 
really improved v/ith the years. A 
few years agci when my daughter in 
exasperation threw up her studic's, 
crying, "Why should 1 bother about 
arithmetic?" I let her drop without a 
word. Thereby she found more time 
at home for books and music. Now 
when my grandson shows any disin¬ 
clination for school, 1 always support 
his cause, but of course his parents 
take a different view As a grandfa¬ 
ther 1 view his unseen masters as 
complicated, sinister beings who 
cannot be trusted. I keep my ears to 
the ground to find out if there has 
been any inciilent at his school. 1 was 
opposed to the system of being pre¬ 
scribed a set of books by an 
anonymous soulle.ss body of text- 
books-presenbers, and being 
stamped good or bad as a result of 
such stuciies. My natural aversion to 
academic education was further 
strengthened when I came across an 
essay by Rabindranath Tagore on 
education It confirmed my own pre¬ 
cocious conclusion on the subject. I 
liked to be free to read what I 
plca.sed and not be examined 
at all ■ 
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BEJAN DARUWALLA 


Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

CmIiioMu savs, Iho 
tdir sex shinild help 
you ittul that help 
L jULi v\'>il st.iiul VdU in 
f^nod ste.id lournes and cul- 
labnialion. lours, tiavel, pil 
Unmam’s air lorelnld 'Vou vmII 
be 111 a ^eiuToii.s iiniod anil 
thus people will flock to vou 
Expert visitors Also, I'vpecl 
moments of ureal mspiiation 
and |ov Monet will come 

Taurus 

April 21 - May 20 


April 21 - May 20 

■) I rieiids and well- 
■■Bp ' iv'shiTs mil help 

i all liie i\av 
' ( niiple'- ivil! Ik luip- 
pi!'. inakiiii; liiliire plans Ikith 
tullieal iiili’iests .ind lob pm 
siiil < I iinlmiii iliinieiiv paie 
liul all tills o III take .1 lieallli 
loll ami tiieieioie pe'iodii 
le-.! IS essi'iijiai I ill Ill it ii\ iM - 
iMiik ell'll il pu'ssnie piles 
op 

Gemini 

May 21 June?0 

Pilleii 111 ieiiiv 
lonie lUit in llii' open I itlle 
ihinp.s nnniil \e\ iiiii nmn 
than lliev slumld, but V'Ui mil 
eet o\ei il in a da\ oi iwn ami 
llieielore, it best lU'i to pat 
111 ed to It It IS lertain tltai 
nionetaiv issues i» ill piedoini- 
nale 




Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

; j work, payment and 

I a leeliny; ot sali.slai 

1 tion tor 1 ‘iiiu'enans 

aie on the lards You will be 
tuisted wilh somi lonfidential 
mtoriiiation '\salotei vou 
mil be III tum (. 'iiitai Is nots 
stand vou in piKid ste.id and 
people, by and larpe, will help 
you IJecember lU-22 will be 
outstanding lor you 

Leo 

Ju'y21 -August 21 

- —- ,,n,u|i ^,| pri. 

vati business talk oi 
BHb 1 iintereni e or meet 
' t\ ill please you. 
btveep aside poisoni teelinps 
.iml loiiveiiis liowefi-r dilll- 
iiiK il mipht seem ^oii aie 
I li'Vei ami m need ot some 
pood ailvue. \s new op]iortn- 
nilies ml] be knockim; at your 
dooi. be alert lo sei/e iheni 
enib.usiast'.ealK 

Virgo 

Ajgu§^22 -- Soplenibcr22 
^ line hnine. • llil 
j ilieu, ami Ihi I'lp 

SMp ' bad tvoild i>iUside 
yHBL.. all tind Mill ready 
anil vvilliiip lo taki' iliames 
I hat IS till' spiiit A business 
deal OI a personal sellleineni 
OI both shoulil pleasi' vou 
^our iie.ilit e tlnnkinp .issuros 
toll ol happiness, wliiili Is 
mou Ilian nil re sUi'i ess I his 
u eek tt ill lead lo Itappim ss 


I Libra 

j September 23 — October 22 

f fcJtai-ii media ot 

I ptiblicuv, ailvertise- 
i wl " 1 m'’ni, transport, 

I'oniiniiuK aliiin to 
pain tool ends bub. < iani'slia 
j A I hanpe in the natiiie ami 
I sci'pe ot \ oiii ui'ik IS piissi- 
1 ble, ami that n ill be to \ our 
1 advanlape Whetliei a parent 
I OI not, vou will have nuiili lo 
I do with eliildren Those who 
are salesmen, will do well 

I Scorpio 

, October23 - - November 22 
1 i~ ’ You should be mak- 
i ' deals, nepotial- 

I '(iSBtc inp maybe baip.iiii 
mp toi position, says 
i Cianesha 'ioii shuulil loine 
‘ liiriiuph splemiullv troin it all 
' I 'espiti' ivoikload t on will 
! havi' time lo led piad luilic 
j about, painble a bit if vou like 
! 'lalks with seniors ti i|) yield 
; pooil lesiilts Till' tiiek IS to 
I Iiati' lOitlide'iii' 111 toursi'li 

j Sagittarius 

] November 23 - December 20 
II t\ ould be best to 
IhH taki '1 hiiiiii's. spi- 
' ''lilt ittouliatea 

j pul teelinp about 

I ant parlii nkn issui or idea, an 
; eiiterpiise Ol peiso i 3nu' 
thiiikmp loo ti'ill be simp and 
\ on tainet I'his is most leil.iiu- 
. !v a m ws\ tteek be it llirouc,h 

II tli'i'.. lalls tat ads O' 
piisteis I'aki laii ol the health 

. 'a elilt IS 


Capricorn 

December 21 — January 19 

r jfci 'h’lnp 

I or fault, liut a super- 

I , sensitive person 

fejypS^ lould misinleipret 
tvliat vou sat or tvritv 
I hereloie, bi pi'iille as well as 
I'lei ise hike S ipittarians, vou 
too, sltoulil use all llie tools ot 
mtormalion and publicity to 
put t'our ideas and inossapes 
aiToss And yes. you will suc¬ 
ceed in dump tt 

Aquarius 

January 20 — February 18 

t ; I-'nends and vvoll- 
; wishers will rally 
I round you and that 
1 will make vou feel 
, lot ed and important Your 
j souries ot income will multi- 
I flit ^ou will be launchmp a 
j prii)ert and reaihmp ctimpli'- 
tiini ot anolhei By February 
the pieture clears up lor you 
Kom.ince blooms despite 
nuincrous inms m the tire. 

JPisces 

February 19 — March 20 

This IS the right lime 
■aSA to take decisions, 
■SsS./ dear I’lsieaiis 
fir j!^ Deiembet 1*1-22 is 
the linie lor it Also, it is 
mifioit.ini that you devoti- 
some lime to vourselt lor 
meditation, study and prayers 
Couples and partners will be 
prefiarmp vtr\ eaperit and 
tvhiilelivartedlv for the future. 
Time to lose tvork and foy. 


BIRTHDAYS 


liecembvr If: Moon sun scxtilc is a plaung which confers 
bem'tits. honour' and riches. You will have the help of influ¬ 
ential people. 

Decifmliier 16: Muon sextile Mercury placing favours teach¬ 
ers, writers, a-strulogers, physicists, artists and those who live 
by their intuition and imagination. 

lieeember 17: Venus trine Saturn indicates your undoubti'd 
creativity will set the stage for your deserved success, what¬ 
soever be your field of endeavtutr. 

Deci/mbtr tH; Moon square Mercury means you should be 
cautious in negotiating settlcmcots imd lawsuits. dtUdren 


and cmalivity will be the happy features ot the year In work 
and jH-rsonai 1th', a liitJe extra care is essential. 

December 19: Venus sesiile Lranns indicate,syou will succeed 
111 ret'aich, eiiiiipiiict.s, i-leciionic.s and newly ck-vi.wd .sj’stems, 
t.u\'e IS on ihr cauls 

December ^tt-Wnus loniuiHtioh Vluio means extra |xiwer and 
llirii.st T lie \'oar IWT slu nild t>ring you gains as well as gaiety. 
I'eople will look up to sou and kwe you 
December 2t: Motm Inne JupitwNeptune promises soceess. 
gloiy whatever yon ir.av be or yrtUT line of work. You will be 
making a lot of money. 


Exquisite craftsmanship in 
Ik* International Standard 
22/22 Karat gold and 
diamondjewellery. 
Dealer in precious and 
astrological stones. 


R C. CHANDRA 


A jewel of jewels 

Ph: 475 6734 • 27 7221 • 248 8062 











Sketches 

SIGNIFICANT OTHER 

A better look at the lyetter ha fees 

This Week; Parmeshwar (Adi) Godrej 


I n the news for Mtist rerently, 
the Mis^'Vorld P.ipeant, an 
event whirli Godio) — iho 
amipany, as distinct trom thr 
glanuirous consort - -sponsi'red. 
Parmeshwar flew down to Bangalore 
foi the contest, and then fli-w back 
Miss tliveiv, the newly-crowned 
Miss World, to lu'r Ivach-front home 


I in Bombay for a week of festivities 
I But, in vintage Godrej style, she 
i managed to combine business and 
I pleasure the beauty queen also shot 
I an ad campaign for Cinthol 
i • 

I So, you mean she's not just a parly 
j girl?; Clh sure, Parmesh (as she is 
known to friends) enjoys a good 


; blow-out just as much as the next 
I person, but there's more to the ladv 
than champagne and caviar, thougTi 
I these are staples ot the mmu 
i whenever she entertains And don't 
I be fooled by the bluff, slightly loud 
! exterior — at heart Godrej is the 
i typical shv Cancerian, as anyone 
. who saw her ill-at-ease appearance 
; on the stage at (ho Miss World 
' Pageant will gladly attest to But slie 
j ' tries hiird to plav the perfect liosti-ss, 
i ■ and as alvvavs, slie sui coeds 
! , 

i I Her day job However, is ivhaf 
j : defines her Weil. iia\' jobs actufillv 
I , As an invahiable jrart ot the tannh' 

! ; busim'ss, Parnu'sh iiversi-es the 
} i Ciodrej ad campaigns And her's is d 
I hands-on jc>b, right from deciding 
, the concept, to choosing the mociels, 

; to selecting the clothes, and even 
i supervising the shoot 
■ And to Parmeshw iir goes the credit 
; of popularising several Godn-j 
brands like Ginthiil iind Crowning 
j Glory by getting both national and 
! international celebrities to endorse 
I them Names that lean immediately 
i to mind are Bombay film stars Vinod 
I Khanna, Dimple Kapadia, Pakistani 
I hunk Iniian ishan, and now, of 
' course, the current Mi.ss World 
I 

' In her own right I’armeshwar has 
I been anything from a fashion 
! designer, interior dei orator and real 
1 estate devi'loper She began her 
I cirt'er by opening an up-markc't 
! bouticiue in Bombay, with the rather 
evocative name of Dancing Silks. 

Ibis was before' the fashion 
revolution had come to India, and to 
Godrej went the credit of initialing 
the design boom in her own little 
way 

In addition, Parmeshwar began 
designing wardrobes for such film 
stars as Zeenat Aman, both for their 
real and reel lives And since 
Godrej's personal style was 
unparalleled in its wit and panache, 
she soon had them queueing up to 
be part of her clientele 

Personal style?; Tliat's one thing that 
Parmeshwar has ni*ver been short of 


Parmeshwar Adi Godrej at the Miss World pageant in Bangalore 
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A patron of both Indian and Western 
(outurc, she probably has the best 
wardrobe this side of Seventh 
Avenue. For a long lime, her 
personal favourite appeared to be 
the Italian fashion designer, 
Valentino, though these days she 
seems to be partial to Herve Leger. 

In India, she is often seen in 
Shahab Durazi jackets and suits. For 
these she buys the fabric abroad and 
brings them "home to have them 
tailored by Durazi And since 
Shahab is a brilliant cutter in the 
Azzedine Alaia mould, Godrej cuts a 
svelte, trim figure. 

For Indian clothes, Parmeshwar 
swears by The Boys, as the designers 
Abu Jani and Sandeep Khosla are 
popular!}' known. Here too, the 
jersey fabric for her blouses is 
imported, and then embroidered on 
to create an opulent. Oriental look 
tor formal evenings At the Mi.ss 
World I’ageant, for instance, Godrej 
was resplendent in an Abu-Sandeep 
creation 

Interior decoration: Was the next 
logical step from her interest in 
fashion design Parmeshwar teamed 
up with Sunita Pitamber to form 
Inner Space's, and the dui» designed 
several posh Bombay homt's. 
popularising the leather, gla.ss and 
chrome look that is best epitomised 
bv their most well-known showca.se, 
China Carden, an up-market 
Chinese restaurant in the Kemps 
Corner area ot Bombay. 

The partnership broke up soon 
alter, however, and Ciodrej wont 
solo. In this incarnation, she 
designed me interior of Khyber, and 
then Ca.sbah, which has now becoini. 
the favourite party haunt of 
Bombay's chi-chi crewd. 

Her latest incarnation Is that of real 
estate developer. There are several 
Ciodrej properties in Bombay, which 
aie being developed in collaboration 
with an American company, and 
Parmeshwar is in charge ot this 
project. 

Her own woman' Despite the 
general misconception that 
Parmeshwar married well and went 
up in life, the truth is that she is now 
independently wealthy; with her 
fees from her interior decoration 
business alone, she could qualify as 
a millionairess 

And finally, she has gamed 
recognition as a businesswoman of 
note, in which mode she attends the 
World Economic Forum in Davos. 
She IS one of the few women in 




Adi Godrej: The industrialist Parmeshwar fell in love with 


that has grown around her. 
Parmeshwai comes from good, solid, 
Sikh middle-cla.ss stock Her talher 
wa.s an army officer, and the family 
was comfortably well-oll, though — 
as she would be the first to admit — 
they w'erc never rich Parmeshwar 
signed up as an air-hostess with Air 
India once she was through with her 
studies But she didn't flv for very 
long, instead .she mol, tell in love 
w’lth, and married Adi Godrej. 

And they lived happily ever after?: 
Eventually, yes Initially, however, 
there was soni" opposition to the 
match from the Godrejs. No, they 
were not objecting to Parmeshwar, 
pn >(', thev just weren't very happy 
with the fact that Adi was marrying 
outside the Parsi community But, as 
is usual with most families, thej' 
sewn reconaled to the match, and 
now Parmeshwar is regarded as the 
backbone ot the family 

Everyone love.s a good wedding: 
And now, it’s the turn of I’arinesh’s 
daughter, Tanv.i, who will soon be 
marn'ing Arvind Dubash, the snon 
of another prominent Parsi business 
family Parmeshwar is alix'ady busy 
c’lrganising the festivities, and this 
promi.ses to be the wedding ot the 
year — if not the decade — in 
Bonibav. ■ 


attendance who are invited in their 
own right, rather than as spou.ses of 
their rich and powerful husbands 

Was hcr's a rags to riches story?. 
Noi really, despite* the mvtholo;;y 


The new Miss World is the current 
model for Cinthol 
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Profile 

A YOGI IN AMERICA 


Bikram Chuudhun is the resident of Beverly Hills, ivith a client list 

that extends to Tokyo. Trina Mukherjee reports 


W h.it Jo Bill Chilton, 

Richard Nixon, SVurlt'V 
Maclaint', Maude 
Adams, Brooke Shields 
.ind Quincj' |ones have in common? 
A natural talent to hoj^ the limelight, 
a love-hate rclatii'nship with the 
media, and a man called Bikram 
Chaudhuri. 

Bikram who, did you say? Well, 
this is the man who has all the above 
and many other celebrities stretching 
and slogging at his beck and call. 

No, he IS not a 'Made In India' yogi 
or a cult guru with an unpronounce¬ 
able name. Chaudhuri is a yoga 
instructoi-cum-therapist who runs 
the Yoga College of India in Beveily 
Hills in addihon to a string ot yoga 
centres all over the States and in 
Tokyo 

I'he storv ot his life reads like a 



mociern day fairy tale. Too many 
things ")ust happened" to this 51- 
year-old man whose lithe, supple 
physique and unquenchable stamina 
would put any 20-year-old to shame. 
His young and pretty wife, Raiashri 
Chaudhuri, is a perfect better naif, 
having won several national champi¬ 
onship tnnihics m yoga 

WTial Chaudhuri has to offer his 
pupils is w’hat he learnt from his leg¬ 
endary teacher Bishnu Ghosh Says 
Chaudhuri, "My motto is —Never 
give up; never too late, never t'lo 
bad, never too old; nevei too sick to 
start fiom scratch once again " And 
Bikram (he prefers to be called that) 
knows what he is t.ilking about 
Hailing from IVogarli, Bihar, he 
started learning vog.i from the age of 
three After extensive training and 
practice under the tutelage of Bishnu 


Bikram Chaudhuri wi i wife Rajashr": striking a yogic pose; (above) the yoga therapist in a more relaxed mood 
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lamaste, Beverly Hills: The yoga couple performing an asana and (below) with Shirley Maclaine 



Ghosh, Bikram bec«ime a champion 
weight lifter by the lime he was 17. 
He also nurtured a !>ccret desire to 
join the Indian Air Force but a bro¬ 
ken knee ended his ambition of 
becoming a fighter pilot. 

Disheartened with life. Bikram 
decided to leave for Bombay with a 
teaching assimiment fnim his guru, 
Bishnu Ghosh. He was to be an 
instructor-therapist to the third son 
of S.P. Jain of 7’/wifs oflvdia tame, 
whose plush re.sidencc at Kambala 
Hills became the stepping slone to 
success for Bikram 

It was there that he met members 
of the Birla, Baiaj, Singhania and 
Jalan tamilies, he savs, and nibbed 
shoulders with Boll)'wood super- 
stars like Dilip Kumar, Madhubala 
and Nargis. 

After several tutorial assign¬ 
ments from these luminaries, Bikram 
was invited for a lecture demonstra¬ 
tion in Bonibav on yoga therapy bv 
the UN for a l;ast-\Vest meet, ft was 
a huge sucre.ss and there was no 
looking back after that 

B efore leaving Bombay, Bikram 
managed to establish the first of 
his long chain of yoga colleges in 
Breach Candy with Ar%nnd Mafatlal 









i sor Bikram to conduct research on 
I the possibilities of cures for chronic 
j diseases like thyroid, diabetes and 
asthma through rt'gular yoga prai- 
tice Instead of opting for any of the 
American universities, Bikram 
decided to go to Tokyo University in 
1970 as it would coincide with his 
research study and the ongoing 
organisation of his Guru's show. 
Unfortunately, Bishnu Ghosh died 
before the show could begin and his 
students went ahead to complete the 
task. By then, the second Yoga 
School of India opened in Tokyo. 

Professing to adopt a fusion 
method of teaching which included 
the "the best of East and West", 
Bikram's yoga classes became very 
popular And soon, Bikram was 
teaching yoga to the rich and the 
famous in Japan His first encounter 
with royally occurred soon enough 
when he was tvild to treat princess 
Aeiko Osano, niece of Emperor 
Hirohiti), who was not able to walk 
after two spinal surgerie.s After 
attending nis cla.sses tor three 
months, sht? was back on her feel 
again Tt was the tfsano couple who 
became my spon.sors and helped me 
open schools all over Japan,” n'mi- 
nisced Bikram 

His next stop was the DSA T 


coming forward with the land, T 
nev'er had to spend a dime to estab¬ 
lish my yoga colleges," says a visibly 
proud Bikram. "My students always 
come together to do so " j 

In order to raise hinds for a hos- ; 
pital in Bombay which 'never hap¬ 
pened” Bikram made plans for twi> j 
show.s of his Guru and his pupils. It 
included yoga demonstrations and 
strange feats like lifting an elephant 
or burying onesi'lf untier the ground 
for several hours. This show caught 
the fancy of Fuji TV Company which 
planned to telecast the amazing dis¬ 
play tor a programme called WorU 
Surprii-c Show. 

After a couple of such show.s, the ] 
owner of an impresario company | 
signeil a contract with Bishnu Ghosh | 
tor holding 120 shows all over Japan | 
Bikram, along with Ghosh's son, 
Bishwanath Ghosh, were to ass-sist 
him in this arduous task This was 
also when the first offer to establi.sh 
a yoga school in Tokyo cropped up. 
Bikram was .shuttling from Bombay 
to Tokyo, organising the nitty gritty 
of the .show He also had a successful 
stint in Hawaii where he conducted 
a 10-day workshop at the East-West 
University Centre. 

It was immediately after his .sem¬ 
inar in Boivbay that the UN came 
forward again with an offer to spon- | 









Rajashri Chaudhuri: A champion performer 


had met Hollywood performers like 
Shirley Maclaine in Bombay who 
were strange, confused creatures." 
Maclaine, for instance, came to 
India in search of "something" and 
was rt'ady to give up everything, 
including her career, to seek peace 
of mind. She had met Bikram at the 
Bombay seminar and he told her 
' 'not to look tor answers in another 
country but to return home and fol¬ 
low Karmayof'a". The actress paid 
heed to his advice and left after 
inviting him to the States 
During his stay in Tokyo, 

Bikram's acquaintance with the 
Osano family brought him closer to 
Emperor Hirohito and more impor¬ 
tantly, the Japanese Prime Minister, 
Kakuei 'I'anaka The latter took him 
along to the US as his therapist and 
interj^reler during Tanaka's meeting 
with President Richard Nixon 
Nixon did not arrive for the 
meeting on the scheduled day 
Reason^ A bad left leg .Nixon was 
suffering Iroin phiebolhroinbosis 
and was bed-ridden for the day. 
Tanaka volunteen'd to help and 
introduced Mrs Nixon to Bikram 
i^fter a short therapy .ses.suin with 
the yoga instructor, thi" President 
lelt much betler and went on to 
1 i>mplete the entire 21-day therapy. 

After tliat," s.tid Bikram with a 
hearty laugh, "he did n.it even 
remi-niber which log was lire bad 
one " 

What awaili'd him next was a 
plea.sanl sutprise in ihi- lorin ot a 
t irei'ii (,'ard as a personal guest ol 
the Pie.sident He began bv opening j 
a new school in San Francisco and j 
managing two health spas m ' 

Hollyw'ood called Sanctuary. Very 
soon he had a large number ot 
admirers among nis students After 
several visits to Honolulu, Tokyo 
and India, Bikram 'finally arrived 
at Beverly Hills where a new school, 
sprawling ovi-i an area t>t 11.001) 
square leel, waited h’r him 1 am 
griitetui to Shiricv Madame and all 
my other students who made this 
possible " 

W hat were his celebrity students 
like? "Very human," say.s 
Bikram Quincy Jones was suffering 
iroin paralysis atter undergoing two 
brain surgeries in quick succession 
I le (oined Bikram's classes and after 
13 years of concentrated efforts, he 
IS back to normal 

Kareem Abdul Jabbar top rank¬ 
ing US basketball player, and John 
McEnroe were referred to him by 
the UCLA Medical Centre. They, 


along with Chris Evert, jolin Lloyd 
and niiiny' Olympic play’ers contin¬ 
ued lo play beyond iheir retirement 
phase, thanks to the yoga tlieiapist 
from India. "I think I managed lo 
.save nol cmly their game but their 
body loo," savs Biktatu 

ills roots and area ot work 
reminds one ot another tamiliar 
name Yt's, the iamous Deepak 
Chopra ot the Ayi'/cs.'- Body and 
Tnuclcir^ Mtnil and Demi Kloore 
fame What does he think ot him? A 
pregnant silence follows. "Deepak 
is essentially a doctoi who was 
responsible tor popularising 
Ayurvi'dic medicine in the l(S." 
Beyond that, feels Bikram, it was a 
bad move on Chopra's pari to ven¬ 
ture into relatively unknown fields 
like yoga and meclitation "On** is 
bound to be in trouble if he con¬ 
stantly changes track " 

What does he plan lo do next? 


lo open a new school in no, not in 
Rivieia, but in West Bengal. Why? 
Because Bikram wants to train 
"some of our own boys and girls 
from India Who know's there might 
be another Bishiiu Ghosh WMiting lo 
be* discovered " Here, of course, he 
IS lacing a pc'culiar problem None 
of his students or admirers are com¬ 
ing up '•> help with a plot ol land 
But after a short tlierapy* session 
with lyoli Bdsu, some years back, 
things are looking up 

It nol, there is always the call ot 
the hills—Beverly Hills, that is with 
Its star-spangled yoga college and a 
greener pasture, courtesy Bill 
Clinton Bikram was spec'Mlly cho¬ 
sen as the fund raiser from NRIs tor 
Clinton's election campaign that 
ended recently. With a ch.impion 
sponsor in the lorni of a re-elected 
President, the sky is now the limit 
for this tough guy' from Benv;al. ■ 
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SHOP TILL YOU DROP 


But that's not all you can do in the city state they describe as 'Surprising 

Singapore’, saysSeema Goswami 


T hink at bingdpnre, and the 

first thing that comes to mind 
is- shopping Atid it's not just 
any kind ot shopping we're 
talking about hem, but sprees ot the 
shop till you drop' variety, featuring 
everything from diapers and duvets 
to digital sound syst«?ms Small won- 
dei then, that Indian tourists are the 


hink of Sini! 


e, and the 


highest spenders in the shopping 
malls ot Singapore, leaving even 
lapanese visitors—with their well- 
niustled yen--in the shade 

In tail, walking down the streets 
you get the distinct impmssion that 
Singapore is not so much a cit>' stale 
as a girinfied shopping mall. There i.s 
a hij^-rise department store which 
ever wav vmi turn, with every label 
troni Fscada to Esprit on sale -and 
some others that y»ni might never 
havt‘ tieard t>l And there are money¬ 
changers at every hundred yards, so 
tiniincmg these spnvs is nv> pniblem. 

But evi n hr'rt', Indians have iheir 


i'.vn favciurt'd haunts, wheie thev 


van buy, buy and buy, withviut 
eniounU iing any language problems 
or having to negotiate cultural bain- 
I’rs In Singapon*, they make a bee¬ 
line foi Mustafa's, a department 
stoic owned and managed by an 
InvJian named Mohammed—yes. 
that’s right'—Mu.stafj Here, you van 
stock up on kitchen pnmsions, buy 
fitness ecjiiipment, inve.sl m a colour 
television, -ind pick up cheap watch¬ 
es to give around as presents once 
you’re back home—all at one go 
U'gend ha.s it that this stoie is 
much rheape-r than most cithers, but 
quite trankiv, pnevs are uniform all 
over Singapore But sinci' Indians are 
mon* c'omtortable with other 


Indians, this is probably the best 
place tor them, as all the sales as.sis- 
lants am from this countrv’ 


T his store is situated in that one 
corner nl Singapore that is force 
er Indi.i Called Little India, this is 
wliere the expatriate Indian commu- 
nity-- -most of whom arc from the 
south of this country--lives and 
works. Here yc.a can buy Indian 
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Little India: Gold lovers 


spices, listen to Hindi and Tamil film 
music, shop for traditional gold jew¬ 
ellery, and when you're famished 
after all that spending, walk into a 
fcxid plaza and gorge on donas, 
paratnas or biryatii, depending on 
what you prefer. 

Walk through the streets of Little 
India, and youll feel that you re back 
home. The roads are lined with little 
kiosks selling fresh flowers and 
spices among other things, and this 
is one area of Singapore where the 
skyline is not dominated by .sky - 


Oiwali in Little India: Tradition survives the test of time here 










A food stall on Bugis Street: Serving different cuisines at a cheap rate 



scrapers Colonial archilecture still 
sur\'ives here, and you can actually 
gel an idea oi what all of Singapon’ 
must have looked like when the first 
Indians, from the south of this coun- 
try, K*gan arriving on its shores 

St*me things, at least, haven't 
changed though F.ven today, most 
Indians seem to arrive from the 
southcni aty of Madras, from wliere 
Indian Airlines runs a Might tliree 
days ot the week. The traftic on this 
route IS quite heavy, ana comprises a 
lair mix of tourists, businessmen, 
workers, and pcxiple who aie \ i.sit- 
ing the SingafHire-baM-d branches of 
their families 

The Madras-Singapoiv .sector is 
slightly longer (about four and a halt 
hi'urs) than the C'alcntta-Singapoie 
one, but llie flight is a ciimfortablc 
one. [“he aircraft used on this sector 
IS the commodious A 300, where 
even travelling economy is not such 
a drag And if you'te luckv enough 
to be in Club, Ineii you can avail of 
such special services as a south 
Indian style gajra gifted to every' 
woman passenger a.s sixiii a.s she 
boards. 

But while the majority of our 
countrymen are based in Little India, 
Indians are. by no means, victims of 
any kind of gnettoisation here. 'You 
will find them flourishing all over 
Singapore, running shops and little 
businesses, and Indian 
food— w'hether it is of the kehahs and 


biryatn or uiU-X’mia I'anety-is ea.silv 
available and very popular. 

I Food IS a majoi preoccupation of 
' the residents ot Singapore, anyway 
The city slate is doited with ftxid 
halls—housing stalls that sell diifer- 
ent aii.sines at incrediby cheap lates 
— restaurants and roadside kiosks 
selling all kinds ot eatables .And vis¬ 
itors have bi’en known to marvel at 
the tact that these are overtlowmg 
with locals who are busy satisfying 
then taste buds no matter vvhai time 
ot day It IS 

Cliven this kind ot indulgence it 
is nothing short of amazing that they 
manage to retain their sylpn-like fig¬ 
ures But by .some miraculous 
proce-is. thev do And what s inon-, 
tlie^' display tliem in hip-hugging 
jeans and sfu>rt, sluirt dresses, whv h 
do nothing tor vour sell- 
esteem---special^’ if you'vt been pil- 
ing isi the calories during your y.ica- 
lion, 

T here are some jvojile who lind 
Singapeire too antiseptic with its 
streets that are clean enough to be 
eaten off and self-flushing toilets that 
go off every' couple of minutes or so 
(remain warned, there is a strict 
penally for failing to flush after you 
nave u.sed a public tacility). But after 
the shambolic mess that characteris¬ 
es most Indian cities m general and 
Calcutta in particular, thi' wcll- 
srrubbed livak of Singapore presents 
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a pleasant contrast. 

And it's not ju.st bttfr that the 
city is free of; it i.s almost completely 
free of crime as well. Thus, you can 
walk down deserted avenues till late 
into the night or hail cabs without 
the fear of wing mugged As a taxi 
driver explains, the penalty for rob¬ 
bery is so .steep, that it is simply not 
worth anyones while—unless, of 
course, the sum involved is a million 
dollars or more. 

It also helps that almost everyone 


in the city has a job- -and a reason¬ 
ably well-paid one at that. 
Accommodation is relatively cheap, 
while fexxi is both plentiful and 
inexpensive, so people can maintain 
a reasonable standard of living And 
disposable incomes appear to he 
hign as well, if one goes by the num¬ 
ber of locals flashing thcii credit 
cards at the shopping malls that dot 
the city. 

Running a car may be prohibi¬ 
tively expensive, though—but titai's 


only becau.se the government dis¬ 
courages excessive use of private 
vehicles in an attempt to keep pollu¬ 
tion down and the streets relatively 
unclogged. And until now, at least, 
the strategy seems to have worked. 
Unlike neighbouring Bangkok, the 
traffic in Singapore is manageable 
even at the worst of times. 

T here are a number of places that 
are a must on a visitor's itinerary 
but your first stop in Singapore sim- 
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ply has to be the legendary Raffles 
Hotel. After extensive refi^ishment 
a few years ago, the hotel is back in 
business, but tourists are restricted 
to the public areas. The inside of the 
hotel and the rooms can only be 
inspected if you're willing to pay a 
sky-high tariff. 

One good way of gaining entry is 
to dine at the Tiffin Rc»in, the main 
restaurant of the hotel, which is situ¬ 
ated just off the lobby. But keep in 
mino that casual touristwear will not 


do here; if you're in shorts, singlets, 
T-shirts or sandals (in the case of 
men) the black-suited man at the 
door will deny you entry. 

But once you've been let through 
by the clothes police, ftien a great 
buffet dinner awaits you. The tiKxl 
on offer is Raj cuisine; that is, the 
kind of food that our British colonial 
masters used to feast on during their 
time in India — hence, the name. 
Tiffin Room. So, you can eat Indian 
curries along with such English sla- 



E les as roast lamb or mutton chops, 
ut remember to keep some room 
for the desserts that are simply out 
of the world. 

For lunch, you'd be best advised 
to go to the Raffles coffee shop. The 
Empire Grill, which is opposite the 
main hotel With high ceilings from 
which old-foshioiKHi fans are sus¬ 
pended, and wooden tables and 
chairs, the outlet has the look of an 
up-market Irani restaurant. That is, 
of course, before you peruse the 
menu, which includes such south 
Asian delights as Nasi Gorruff- 

T he days whem Singapore went to 
slera at 1(1.30 pm sharp are long 
gone. Tliese days, this ci^ boasts of 
an active night life, which is centred 
around two md|or spots, Clarke 
Quay and Boat Quay. These areas, as 
their names suggest, are IcKated on 
the nverfront arid have been exten¬ 
sively developed by the authontit.>s 
Here you can least on satays of 
every variety, gorge on Indian, 
Chinese, or South East .Asian fiK>d, 
listen to live music, cjr play cards on 
the wooden tables laid out on the 
sidi'walk.s till late into the night At 
Clarke Quay, you simply have to 
stop by at the Charleston Pub, where 
the primary attraction is a middle- 
aged Englishman who makes the 
mosi amazing margarita.s at the bar, 
and then dons a short skirt and a 
blonde wig to put on a show that 
would put the most talentc'd drag 
que«*n to shame, to the cheers ot ine¬ 
briated British expats. 

Just as there are places that you 
simply have to visit, there are vithers 
that you not'd to avoid like the 
plague. At Boat Quay, tor instance, 
steer clear of the intriguingly-named 
Club BollywcxKi 'I'he name jnay 
seem to cmbixly all the glamour of 
the Hindi film industry, but the n’oli- 
ty is a dimly-lit pub with dismal 
music and a distinctly unfnendly 
management. And anyway, quite 
frankly it makes little sense to travel 
all the way to Singapore just to hear 
'Tic ihfpz Imdi hat mast mast' 

You would be much belter otf 
taking the Singapore River Tour 
which begins at the Rattles landing 
site and takes you past godowns and 
shophouses, and old colonial build¬ 
ings which have been restored by the 
government The.se are juxtaposed 
against the modem skyscrapi'rs that 
cnaraclerise the city today, and make 
for an intcrosling study in contrasts. 

And that i.s, perhap.s, the best 
way to describe the aty itself. It's not 
tor nothing that it's called 
'5>urprising .Singapore' in all those 
tourist brochures.li 
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First person 


MEHN AZ, the Bombay-based nude her muskd debut m the (dbum Miss India which teas 4 ' 

runaway hit This war, she ts ortHj^the Hot contmders far Charmd V Music AwiHti. Even 

fails to mtdce it to me top, the Idd^ wiU Continue to stng alme or with the likes of Aninda to Mt <mt 
charb’toppers tike Raghupali Rji^^v Raja Ram. 

VATbat is your idea of peif^ 

1^ bappiiieBS? 

Maintaining relationshifK with 
people foiever. 

What is your greatest fear? 

Lof^iSiKthose 1 love most. 

Who or what has been the grealcst 
influence in your life? 

My faith in God. 

What do yon dislike most in 
olhcn? 

The inabilitv of some to accept 
their faults ana have a more 
positive attitude towanLs life. 


What objects do 
you always cany? 

My Allah pendant 
and Sai Baba's 
photograph 


What do yon dislike i^iost in 
yourself? 

f am loo hyperactiife. 

What is your most piecioas 
poBsessHm? 

My ability to maintain 
relationships. 

Wbat obieds do you alwam cany? 

My Allah pendant and Sai 
Baba's photograph. 

What makes yon most depressed? 

When T want to be with 
'SpmecRie or in some place at a 
jMrticular time and 1 cannot do so. 

%Vhal do you dislike mort on your 
appeaiaace? 

My ribs. 

What is 3fOur favourite word? 
Awescane! 

What is your favourite founu^? 

My to the USA. 

What is your favourite dneam? 

To go international with my 
music as an Indian. 

What is your nightmare? 

Losiiig my loved ones. 

Whal or who is Oic grentest love 
oCjroor life? 

Music. 

What is your soone of 
SttStenanoe? 

Talent and thf backup of a 



gopdimtSic 

oompahy. 

On wbft 
occasiena do you 
Be? 

When I am late. 
What is your 

team to ptey an 
instrument at an 
early age. < 

What has been 

yonrh ap irie st 

moment? 

The day 
album was 
released. 

What brings 
tears to your 
eyes? 

Appieciatkm of 
my work. 

How do you 
relax? 

By listerang to 
music. 


What do you 
envy must in 
oBim? 
Things that I 
probably lack. 


What do you 
dislike most 
on your 
appearance? 

My ribs 


How would yim 

lifceiob e. ^ 

.mmiembcnst? 

.AsagDod 

voca^fiom 

India. 

liowteonUyMi 

Bkelifdte? 
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Advanced CASIO keyboards designed to bring out your musical best. 





WK-I500 m 

Tha 7C-kay "all-insane'' multi-lunction kayiioard lor both 
composing and real-time peiformanca 

• finirriil MIDI tevnl I rompatiHle (writh 16 bhannpl MIDI rn<jP'iiii| • hiurh 
r«)pon^* • HiQfi qualilv sound tuurco • 126 tondVlQQ rhvihni> • Mufti 'rack 
m«(nnrv Mnux • Pitcft urn<Je> * Morfulafo' * Siprco spoakvrs 
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Controller 
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A new dimension in live perfaraience impact: CASIO's 
remarkably expressive Melody Controller 

• Melody ContruKer (pdrh bend, volume ponafncnto. moduietioii) • 61 full si/e 
keys ■ Touch response • High queliry sound sutirre • 100 lones/IOQ rhythms • 
Real lime memciiy ■ MIDI * Stereo speakers 
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The Telegraph 


STMOR 

Fair nay 

a In this fast dunging 
wotkl,. H is to see 
Wotnen nuking a {^Ukce 
fior tfiemsdives in all 
spheres of activito — from 
TOlitks, aits, academics to 
fashion and industiy 
(The Women We Love', 
October 27). 

Sonia Gandhi is 
undoubtedly an 
admirable penonality. 

Her determination 
showed in hf?r refusal to 
accept the leadership of 
the Congress party after 
her husbwd's death. Ihe 
party begged and plead¬ 
ed, but she remained firm. 

Surprisingly, yet the 
party revolves around her. 
So, even if die is not lead¬ 
ing the Congress officially, 
she is its unc^ficial netri. 

Paya Paul also i^ne- 
sents ^ boldr new face of 
the hidian woman; res¬ 
olute and resilient. 

But Aishwarya Rai 
and Ritu Bed are women 
of a diffnent genre; they 
have oooibined dieir 
beauty widi their intelli¬ 
gence. 

Despite the entry 




wcnild love 
to have its newscasters, 
oldtiinen like Salma 
Sultan tnH alvniTO be 
remembeved and respect¬ 
ed. And poBdes does need 



fe- 





late Ma ng ash h ar: The woman we al tows to hear 



fiery women like Renuka 
Oiwdhuiy to add some 
^pifx to pcmtics. 

Lastlv, Lata 

Mangeshkait even having 
oos^ 60, continiKs to 
sing for teeruge stars on 
die sOver screen. What 
could be a better testa¬ 
ment of the timdhem qitali- 
ty of her voice? 

As these women have 
made their ^esence fdt; 
they will also make dicir 
absence felt. 

Smetm Sidtiada, 

Caleuttm 
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■ k is remarkable how 
Sonia Gandhi, despite 
beii^ nowhere in politics^ 
is a name to reckon with 
in the power circuit. 

The impression dut 
we gathered of her earlier 
was of a shy, vikuti bahu 
who preferred to live in 
die shadows of her 
iridoinitable mother-m- 
law and caring husband. 

But today, nodung 
moves to the Confess 
without a nod ^mn 10 
fanpath. And every 
Congressinan knows that 


widtoixt her blessing he 
wiD be nowhere, 

Surefo, there must be 
mme to Sonia Gandhi's 
powmality thannuets die 

Rabindn. ChaUerfae, 
OdcHtta 

■ We Indians alwam 
look for a leader and it is 
all the mote better if it 
ODmes in the shape of a 
me. When bidira Gandlu 
was die Rime Minister of 
bidia, she was revered 
almost like the mother 
goddess. She could do no 
wrong and hence her long 
rule. Now we have found 
her dau|diter-m-law. So 
what if «ie is an Italian? 
She wears the sari, covets 
her head with die pellu 
and looks Indian enou^ 
to fit into the role of a rw. 
Damavaati Sanaat, 

Odcutta 


■ lamglad youdiose 
Lata Mangesnkar in your 
list at die women we love. 
What an amazing person- 
aliM Always dad tn 
white widi Utde embdl- 
ishments, and so very 
humble, she has been 
aidualling musk lovers 
for over five decades now 
and still competes with 
newoomecs in the indus- 
Iry. 

AtdJUCSaba, 

CdcHfte 


SKC riONS 


THE 29-year-old J.J. Valaya may have ariived 
late, but m has ah^dy made it big in the fash¬ 
ion industry. What makes Valaya so special? 

PAGE 26 

WALTER jOHNSON finaUy emerges from 
behind his eponymous labd. 
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J J. Valaya is all set 
to become the leading 
designer of his 
generation, says 
Seema Gkiswaiiii 
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‘If I feel a cei 



does not look good on someone then I 

streamlined ).J. Valaya who sits before you in foe high-ceilineed office 
rawling Chattaipur showroom. "I have already lost 2B kilos, says foe 


ion designer with quiet pride, "but 1 need to lose about 20 kilos more." 
rhis obsession with getting trim makes some sense whm you remember 
it the 29-year-oId Valaya is aue to get married in February to Meghna Paul, 
seven years younger than him at 22. ine couple were introduced to each other 
by th^ parents and hit it off immediately. The engagement followed six 
months later and in another coimle of monfos, Megnna will bid Jalandhar 
goodbye for good and sluft to Delhi as the new Mrs Valaya. 

Suggest this to JJ or, to give him his full name, Ja^haran Jit Singh, and he 
is quick to issue a disclaimer. "Oh no!" he says, "foils has nothing to do with 
my getting married. 1 just felt that I had become far too heavy. I would get all 
out of breath even if 1 climbed a flight of steps. So, I decided foat it was time 
foat I got into shape." 

Even now, he says, his shape is far frorn perfect, but then, he loves g(X>d 
food too much to give up on it altogether. "Ine way 1 look at it," he says, "is 
that we have only one lire, so we must live it to the full. But, at the same time, 
we have to live it sensibly." So, despite the weight loss, JJ's resemblance to pop 
singer Daler (Bole Tara Rara) Mehndi endures and Valaya acknowledges this 
wim a wry smile. 

B ut say this much for JJ: he puUs his weight in the fashion world, holding his 
own against such topKlivision talents as Rohit Bal, Abu Jani and Sandip 
Khosla, Tarun Tahiliani, Shahab Durazi and Suneet Varma. And this, despite 
the fact foat Valaya belongs to foe second generation of fashion designers — a 
league in which Kitu Beri and Rina Dhaka keep him company. 

He may have arrived late, but n has come a long way in a comparatively 
short period of time. And you only nave to visit his Jj^Valaya Life showroom to 
realise foat. Situated in a large complex in Chattarpur, this houses an art 
gallery, a restaurant — serving Greek tcxxl among other things — and a flower 
foop, in additiem to an enormous boutiejue which showcases the designer's 
cdotnes, shoes, shawls, tapestries and furniture. Hence foe name: JJ Valaya Life. 
"This place," explains the designei^ "deals vrifo all aspects of life. In fact," he 
says, with an exj^nsive gesture that encompasses his entire shop, "this is Life 

will say so. There’s no point in selling something that doesn’t 

the way I see it. There are no boundaries to croativit}’, so why should I impose 
any arWcdal limits on mine?'" 

So, Valaya makes everything foat you could possibly need for an elegant 
look. There is wrought-iron furniture for your living room, vfoich can be 
paired with some exc]uisitely embroidered cushions; mere are silk tapestries 
that could grace, the walls of your home; caipets that are heaven to look at as 
well as walk on; curios for your coffee-table or the mantlepiece; hand-made 
shoes that can be recreated in your size; shawls and scarves to liven up 
even the most boring of outfits; and then, there are the clothes. 

There is both men'swear and women'swear on offer here; in both Western 
and Indian designs. Men could choose from the bandhgallas, the granny- 
collar shirts, single-breastcid suits and flowery prints that would do Versace 
proud. 

For women, the choice is a little more restricted, though. The Westemwear 
line only occupies one rack, and comprises a velvet collection. The clothes are 
in one size oruy, but can be made to order in your's. The rest is Indianwean 
salvmr kameezes, sari ensembles, lehenga ckolis; all of which are embroidered and 
embellished to within an inch of their lines. 

The prices are equally impressive. If you want to shop here, think nothing 
of dropping between Rs 25,000-45,000 for a single outfit, though the accessories 
are more reasonable. You can pick up a good quality silk pashmina shawl, for 

suit the client. That’s bad advertisenient’ 

A Veriaya outfit 







instance; for anly Rs 5,700 —a 


But despite ttw pricing, JJ s taitnmi clients cononue to onve lu uw uuisjuns 
of Delhi to check on his fatest de«gns. And if they are savvy enough to make 
an appointment with die designer well in advance, he will he there in person 
to escort them around the shop and advise diem on their purchases. 

Says Valaya, 'Tm not into hard sell. If I feel that a certain outfit does not 
look gofxl on someone then 1 will say so. There’s no point in selling something 
that doesn't suit the client. That only makes for a bad advertisement tor ^e 
designer." 

JJ has his own ideas about how he wants his showroom to be perceived by 
people. "I want a visit here to be a complete experience," he says. "You come, 
you buy some ciothes, have lunch at die cafe, buy some flowers and then you 
drive back." 

F ashion was not JJ's first career choice. An army brat, he was bom in Jcxlhpur 
in 1967, and then moved around from city to city, as and where his father's 
postings took the family. The Valayas finally settled down in Chandigarh, 
where JJ acquired a commerce degree. He then decided to do his chartered 
accountancy, but dropped out after a year. 

"I was 20-years-ola at diat time," tie remembers now, "and 1 didn't know 
what to do widi my life". But there was a spark of creativity within him. "1 was 

? good at oil paintings" — so Valaya 
1 decided to ty his luck at the National 
* Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT) 
f which had been opened a couple of years 
1 earlier. 

But why fashion? Valaya explains, "I 
thought that this would be a profitable 
way of using my creativity. I saw now well 
fasnion was doing abroad, and thought 
this success would replicate itself in 
India." 

In retrospect, this was probably the 
mc^t sensible decision JJ ever made. In 
1990, while still at NIFT, he won the Prix de 
Indtation, an award instituted by Air 
France, for the best design entry from 
India — an outfit designed in cream for a 
polo spectator. That same year, Valaya 
began working with Rohit Khosla, the man 
who pioneered the fashion revolution in 
India, for his summer training. 

J J. valaya: Not into haid saN "I didn't take a salary from Rohit," says 

JJ texlay. "I was just there to observe and adapt, and 1 learnt an enormous 
amount doing that. And I must say, that Rohit gave me the most tremendous 
support. He was always there for me." 

But wasn't there a danger that he would be too influenced by Khosla's 
style? That he would begin to ape the senior designer^ albiet unwittingly? 

"There is a rub-off effect," admits Valaya. "And it was there in my first 
collections. But that only happens before you develop your own style, and I 
did do that after two coUections." 

The coUectior. that brought Val<^ to the notice of the fashion cognoscenti 
was his graduatiem collection at Nlf^. This was the time when there was great' 
unrest in Punjab, a Chandigarh boy at heart, decided to do a collection on' 

the dieme: Peace. 'Inis was done entirely in white, in a knit-mix fabric for 
which Valaya won the Thapar-Dupont award. 

And no scxrner had JJ ^aduatra fiom NIFT, than he decided to launch his 
own name label at the age of 24, with one master, one embroiderer and one 
jailor. "Everyone thought that I was mact" laughs Valaya. "And that I would 
gobbled up by the big fi:^. But that didn't happen, and today I employ 160 
. pMple in my factory." 


JJ's faiffmil clients cemtinue to drive to the outskirts 


;airv by any standards. 


wtmya xsjib mm. a uiaai, sa a,ra««.aaa aawa 

: gofxl on someone then 1 will say so. There’s no point in selling something 
doesn't suit the client. That only makes for a bad advertisement for flie 



J J. Vaiayau Not into haid saS 



i ]^u're in 
foofl, fashion 
or the 
arts, then 
backstabbing | 
is veiy 
common. You 
just have to 
ignore it, and 
create your 
own worid’ 


N ot that establishing himself in the fashion business was easy. Not by a long 
shot. Says Valaya, "The only person who encouraged me was Rohit 
Khosla, who even came over to my studio. Everyone else heated me as this 
Johnnie-come-lately who was trying to make it big." 

According to Valaya, the fashion world in Delhi is essentially a very closed 
society. And almost everyone in this charmed circle has known the otners for 
years, they have gone to school together, grown up together. And when they 
see an 'outsider' trying to storm that bastion, they don’t take to him too kindly. 
But then, says ]J in a philosophic vein, "If you're in food, fashion or the arts, 
then back-stabbing is very common. You just have to ignore it, and create your 
own world." 

Even today, when JJ is an established name in the business, and perhaps a 
better brand than stime others he would rather not name, he still hasn't 
managed to break into the fashion set. "1 am friendly with a lot of them," 
clarifies the designer, "but I am not friends with anyone. But then, I w'ould 
rather have it that way." 

Valaya insists that he wants to keep his personal and his professional life in 
separate, watertight compartments. He would rather spend his evenings at his 
Defence Colony house, listening to music and eating good food, "I'm basically 
a homebody," he says. "And I pride myself on keeping a good home. In fact, 
when people come over they can't believe that there isn't a woman at home, 
who keeps it looking so good." 

That will, of course, change in February, when Valaya gets married, and 
Meghna takes over the reins of the household. But that, insists JJ, is all that she 
will be allowed to do. There is no place for her in his fashion empire, he says 



A J.J. Valaya design 




Gorgeous zan work from 
Valaya 


. ‘n the 

Mifldle East 
you can't have 
clothes that 
show the 
midriff. So, i 
you can't 
design cholis 
for that 
market. Also 
churidars are 
not accepted 
there, so you 
have to vaiy 
the designs’ 


Valaya experiments with 
Western designs 


firmly. His personal life cannot be allowed to infringe on his professional one. 

But this compartmentalisation is not always carried forward to its logical 
end. Some of Valaya's clients — Nafisa Ali, for instance, who modelled the 
showstopper during one of his shows — are his friends as well. But these are 
the exceptions to the rule. On the whole, says the designer, he doesn't know 
who buys his clothes. "And when 1 see someone wearing my clothes at a party 
or a function," says jj, "1 get a very funny feeling." 

These days, Valaya sells his clothes at several stores across the country. In 
Calcutta, you can buy his designs at Ogaan, in Bombay he sells at Ensemble 
and Varna, Bangalore's premiere store, Ffolio, stocks him as well, as do Ogaan, 
Signature and lieritage in Delhi. And then, of course, there's JJ Valaya Life in 
Cnaltarpur, where you can get a piece of the designer's talent to decorate either 
your person or your living room. 

In addition, Valaya supplies the export market as well. In fact, as much as 
40 per cent of his turnover is for such international destinations as England 
(where he sells at a Beauchamp Place boutique owned bv an NRl businessman) 
and the Middle East (Riyadh and Dubai). 

And for each of the.se markets, JJ has to vary his look. As he explains, "In 
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%ai^6 make the kind of pieces that you can pass on to your daughter; the kind that 
biMnie family heirlooms. I'm not ready to do simpler things at the moment’ 



the Middle East, tor instance, you can't have clothes that show the midriff So,' 
vou can't design cltolia for that market. Also c/z/o/i/tirs are not accepted there, so 
you have tt) carv the designs accordingly" 


V alavii, however, accepts that there is not much variation in tlie Indian high 
fashion scene; designers continue to make the same .-.aliOiir, 
season atler season But IJ is not willing to blame designers for this. 

"The Indian niarket is not re.idy for innovation," ne says in defence of lus 
breed, "in fact, 70 per cent of the Indian fashion imluslry revolves around 
w'eddings, festivals and the NRI market. And in the.se .segment.-, the only thing 
that sells is traditional designs. And sinci* conrmercial considerations rule the 
market, it would be foolish to rebel and try to do something different." 

So, does this mean that he will continue to make the ornate, sometimes 
cwerdone, clothes he has sold all along? 

Says "Valaya, "I w'ant to make the kind of pieces that you can pass on to y'our 
daughter, the kind that become family heirlooms. I'm not ready to do simpler 
things at the moment." 

'rnis could change, however, as JJ is only toti willing to concede. In a couple 
of years he plans to launch a ready-fo-wear collection, w'hich will be 
considerably cheaper, though V'alaya means to maintain his standards of 
quality. To reduce the costs, he will experiment with fabrics and prints, instead 
of going in tor cut-rate fa.shion. 

"This is the direction that Indian fashion must take if it means to survive," 
says the designer, whose couture customers include such Delhi celebrities as 
Feroz Gujral, Madhu Trehan, Kavita Bhartiya, Maheep Singh, and of course, 
Nafisa Ali. Abroad he sells to European and Middle-Eastern royaltv, and he 
adds rather endearingly, "to David Bowie's lawyer" 

L.ike most fashion designers, Valaya's pet phobia is plagiarism According to 
him, his designs have been knocked off all loo often, and once, most famously, 
bv a colleague w-ho w'lll remain unnamed. But JJ doesn't want to get into 
litigation, no matter what the piovocation I,i\'c and let ixipy, seems to be his 
motto. 

There are some designers ^vhom he doe*: admire, though, rarun Tahiliani, 
Abu and Sandip, Shahab Durazi, Rohit Bal remain persimal tas ourites, but 
adds Valaya, "In terms of style, none of these people could cvi'ii touch Rohit 
Khosla " 


Abciut himself, JJ is far more circoimspect. Fighting shy of rating hini.sell, he 
will only say, "What I like most abi'ut the way that I've come along is that there 
-has been a .steady evolution. Every veai I livive riiowd on t<» do different 
things." 

And, no doubt, be w'ill continue to dci so in the decades to come. Aftc' all, 
at a year short of 30, J.l Valaya has a lot of fashion left in him as yet. ■ 
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XTRACT 

A Matter of 



Matin Khan's second book, Gods On The Run, is set af^ainst the background of the 
Bhopal gas tragedy. But it talks of a dijferent kind of poison as well: the poison that 
people arc made to imbibe in the name of religion. Khan, zoho was botn and brought up 
in Bhopal, says that this nozfcl is a way of repaying his debt to his home town. But, as 
the foliozving extracts show, he has managed to do much more than just that with this 



lixtmcfs frotn 
Matin Khan s 
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()(hIs on the 
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By 
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Pimp III 

t w.is a different Bhopal now. Before 
the merger ot Stales, one found a 
contentment among the popui.ition 
and atfluence in the lifestyle ot the 
r:amindars and (agirdars This was 
not restricted Ui horse riding and 
hunting alone but coveix'd a wider 
spectrum ot idiosyncracies which 
almost embraced toolisliness They 
wcuild tram roasters and rams to 
tight and then hold tournaments tci 
determine wTiich rooster or ram was 
the best fighter One whose rooster 
wf'uld win went a notch higher in 
the esteem of others Then, there 
was Kite flying and pigeon fights in 
the air Such activities and the con¬ 
suming desire to be known as the 

best f--m town found little time 

for education Indeed, there were 
schools but even in schools the con¬ 
versation centred around these sub¬ 
jects which the sons of zamindars 
and jagirdars would narrate and the 
other biiys hear with awe a»id 
delight 

As independent India pu.shed 
itselt forward, Muslim feudal soci¬ 
ety, buried in the cocoon of its idio¬ 
syncracies and illiteracy, found itself 
receding backw'ards When the 
zamindari and jagirdari systems 
were abolished, many found them¬ 
selves loo la/y to work on their land 
w'hich enabled migrants from other 
stales to buy land and houses at 
cheap prices. 

Begum had only two things loft. 
Her family jewels and her regal 
looks. At first .she lived oti her jew¬ 
els and after she had ‘■old all of 
them, only her looks remained It 


was then tliat she woke up to the 
present and her plight U was diffi¬ 
cult tor her to give up her lifestyle 
and she became a willing victim to 
the desire ot men 

Shi' was ,1 tavoiinte of everv man 
she lived with but only as long as he 
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did not have enough of her till his 
wife found out Soon Begum found 
that the invitations which came to 
her by the dozens had dwindled. It 
was tnen that she met Kalua "Ciive 
me a chance," said Kalua, 'and 1 
will set you up in a way that instead 
of waiting for invitations from men 
you will find thi*m licking your 

feet." "F-off," had bi*en her stock 

reply to him. 

Begum didn't hate Kalua merely 
because he was a pimp She felt 
n'pugnant that a Hafiz w’ho could 
recite the Quran had turned into a 
pimp. "Allah will never forgive you 
Kalua," she had told him one day 
"So Allah is your Clod?" asked 
Kalua, an amused look on his lace 
Yes," snapped Begum, Allah is 
my Clod." ‘Suppose your mother 
was a 1 lindii, then you would be 
vehemently claiming that Bhagwaii 
Ram is^our God and suppose .she 
was a Christian you wouUI be say¬ 
ing Hail Mary's and kneeling in the 
jH'ws of churches praying to Jesus 
and the Father who art in heaven 
‘You know Begum the umbilical 
lord which IS cut when a child is 
born, IS nevei emotionallv seven-d 
The child grows up in the shadow of 
the womb ' Begum protested but 


Kalua went on, “You don't even 
know all these Gods and Goddesses 
and messengers have come from an 
area as large as a thumb nail impres¬ 
sion on the map of the world from 
the Nile valley to the Indus valley. Is 
It that the people in other parts of 
the world followed the straight 
path? Or is that we who inhabit the 
area between the Nile valley and the 
Indus valley are such rascals, such 
evil bastarJs that all gods and god- 
de.sscs and messengers of god had to 
converge here from time to time to 
bring us back lo the straight path of 

S iod?" "Where have you learnt all 
IS Kalua?" asked Begum. "From 
life. Begum There is no better 
teacher than life," he replied. 

Kalua saw Begun taiter and ran 
up and held her arms lo steady her. 
They were on the outskirts of the 
city He walked her to a clearing 
aniongst the foliage and made her 
sit “I'm feeling sick Kalua," said 
Begum. "Lie dowm for a while and 
you will feel better," he replied. He 
took his jacket oft and placed it 
under her head to serve .is a pillow 
Begum suddenly .screamed, gasping 
iiir breath. Sluwlv the screams start¬ 
ed repeating with .in interval ot 
shortening durations Kalua recog¬ 



nised it as labour pains. He had 
heard those voices emanate from the 
houses of pregnant whores in his 
neighbourhood of Laxmi Talkies. He 
wanted to help her but couldn't, and 
ran shouting for help "Doctor," he 
shouted, "midwife"^. Nobody even 
glanced at him as an avalanche of 

E eoplc kept hurriedly running past 
im 

Begum screamed again, this time 
in agony and then all was quiet. A 
few moments later he heard a child's 
cry, and ran towards hei 

“Kalua," said Begum, her breath 
coming in short gasps, making it dif¬ 
ficult for her to talk. "Don't talk, 
relax," said Kalua. "You'll gel well 
soon." She looked at him, her eyes 
blurred. "I've met many people," 
she said, "men ot wealth, status, 
position but they were all men. You 
are the only human being 1 ever met 
in my life and so 1 leave to you all I 
have," her finger pointing at the new 
born Her hand w'enf limp and fell 
Only her eyes kept staring at Kalua. 
He closed her eyes and was sobbing 
as he cut the umbilical cord which 
tied the child,a girl, to her dead 
mother with a stone. 

"You bitch," he shouted, “I bore 
all the insults that you heaped on 
me You called me a pimp, a whore's 
son, a guttersnipe and now this final 
insult? \ou have letl behind your 
daughter to mo knowing that I can¬ 
not make anything exivpt a whore 
out of her. And I will be d_. J do 
it." 

rhe la.st one saw ot kalua was 
with a little bundle tucked under his 
arm He deliberately threw it into a 
moving truck full of people One ot 
the persons inside the travi-lling 
truck found the bundle land onto his 
lap 

And nobody in Bhopal ever 
heard of Kalua again 

Parsi-III 

T hat evening Khurshetn shaved 
for a si*cond time during the d iy 
He did not want anyone to detect 
the white stubble winch had .started 
increasing its pre.sence on his cheeks 
1 ie shaved the right wav The razor 
sliding down to nis chin and then he 
ran it from the chin upwards He 
had a neat moustache, v\ Inch he 
trimmed At least the moustache, he 
thought, resembled Clark Gable's 
and smiled 

tie took quite somt time in the 
bath scrubbing himsetf from top lo 
toe I le looked at his armpits ani. 
w'anted lo shave the underarm hair. 

It was a long lime now ih.il he 
kept swing her One dav she w.is sit- 
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ling by his sido r.iri>ssing hi.s chosi, 
ana hc*r hand cn.-pt up to his 
underarm There was a surprised 
expression on her face w'hich seemed 
to oe saying, “I like your underarm 
hair You don’t even nave to trim it " 
Khurshetji immediately came out of 
the bathroom I le heard her \'oice 
again as he v\as dressi,.g up. 'Halt 
the time you are in the bathroom 
and half the time vou spend in the 
kitchen " khurshetp did not know 
what to do witli the girl She alw.ivs 
came back to him which mride him 
deliriouslv happy that someone 
loved him When she didn't, tie 
would drink himselt to sleep 

On«‘ morning the voice woke him 
up with a kiss tin Ins cheeks ' Good 
morning," said the vinct ' Good 
morning," he replied and betore he 
could open his eyes the voice 
snapped angrilv. Why do you look 
like this and talk like this m the 
morning" I low?" he asked “lake 
you have been drinking," she said 
He had a ha/y picture of her She 
would come when .she wanted, not 
when he willed tir prayed lor her to 
come The priesi liad called it a hallu¬ 
cination wnereas the doctors diihhed 
him paranoid But Khurshel|i ctinlin- 
ued to believe she was something 
spiritual -an apparition his loving 
guardian angel 

On reaching Mi Toslwala's 
house, he I'ntered the compound and 
knocked on the door lamsned|ee 
opened the door and welcomed him 
in. Hven before Khurslietji's arrival, 
he had broached the subject of mar¬ 
riage lo Ciiilu 'W'hat will happen to 


you. papa’’ " .she asked 'We'll 
always stay together," he replied 
''But doesn't he love his father and 
mother as much a.s I love you? 
Doesn't he have anybody? Will they 
not miss him? " ' No he has no one" 
replied her lather “1 low' does he 
look^ I low old IS he? Is he as mar¬ 
vellous as you? As boyi.sh papa?" 
asked Gulii 

t le didn’t have the heart to tell 
Ills 2S-vear-old blind daughter that 
the man w'as a more than middle- 
aged hunchback 

I le had of late bivn having 
diii/y spells One night he h<id 
blanked out, on aiioihei he suffered 
a stioki' ot brealhlessnc.ss which 
foiled him to see a doctor I I'e was 
frantic in his search to find a hus¬ 
band for Gulu "If I die, there will be 
no one to loc'k after her," he felt 
Gulu, whenever she cradled his 
aunt fare in her hands, would run 
er fingers along the wrinkles, and 
brush them upwards but said noth¬ 
ing Th»‘ boyish f ice and school boy¬ 
ish hair remained in her eyes but her 
touch told her that the face was now 
giiiint with sunken cheeks lirii'd with 
wrinkles 

'I le IS a very nice human 
being," he said, adding, "an 
upstanding man any Tarsi mothei 
wcnild be proud of io call her son." 
As fhc'V walked into the room 
Khurshetji kc'pt staring at her— 
si'Cei'hless She W'as beautiful, 
ihdc’ed very beautiful Jam.shedjee 
iniroduced Ciulu to Khurshetji 
Inspite ol knowing that it could 
annoy her tatiu'i, Khurshetji went 


and sat by her .side 'Your daughter, 
Mr Postwala, is very beautiful I'll 
feel honoured it vein allow me to 
marry her" As he said this, his hand 
dropped on hers and clasped it She 
put her other hand on top of his “1 
can't even tell you how handsome 
you arc', Mr Khurshetji, because I 
can't see " The marriage between the 
hunchback and the blind girl took 
place in the privacy of a houst> as 
did the* wedding reception It con¬ 
sisted of a lavisn Parsi meal which 
W'as shari'd by the threi' of them 
'Papa," .she said after the dinner, 
“I promi.se you I'll be a loving, car¬ 
ing devoted wito But Papa, you will 
always be the love ot my life" 
Jamsnetiec was leaving for Nasik 
that nignt “1 will be back in a 
week's time," he told them. “Papa," 
.said Gulu, "Before you go may we 
hear a song from you." “I am sure 
Khur.shetji knows how' to sing bet¬ 
ter," replied hei father "1 can't e\’en 
croak in tune," was his reply 
jam.shetjce cleared clearea his throat 
and sang. 

Beautiful, beautiful hroum ei/ee. 
Beautiful, beautiful mown... 

It was her favourite song. As he 
neared the end of the song. Doth 
Gulu and Khurshetji joined in the 
singing 

Down through the bar room, he 
.'itaxiiercil. And fill down by the door. 
Ana the ivry last uwrds that he uttered 
I'll never see brown ryes no more. 

All lhrt*e of thorn had tears in 
their eyes but for different reasons 
Khursnelji thought of his mother's 
rich, deep brown eyes, jamshedjee 
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tor Gulu and CJiilii bei juso her own 
iKjoid brown eyes could see no 
more. 

As they wore rotirmj^ fiir the 
nij;ht, CjuIii asked him, 'Klmrshet|i, 
would you like to call mo by a now 
name?" Ho thou)^ht ot a few and, 
said "No Gulu. your name fits you 
pertectlv " 

They lay on the bod in a deep 
embrace I neir breath started to 
come sharp and fast as the pa.ssion 
of their kissing; increased. 

Even though .swamped with pas¬ 
sion her conscience kept tugging at 
her I w'as not blinil all my life," she 
thought, "and 1 know how normal 
human beings look " Whenever she 
embraced )amshed|ee, his back was 
flat What Was this big lump on 
Khurshetji's left shoulder? She ran 
her hand from whore it started to the 
top and down to the other end It 
was a hump Was Khurshobi a 
hunchback, she wondered, even as 
she re.sponded to his kisses Papa 
had nei’er lied to her, why then did 
he not tell her? Was Papa al.s(> like 
Mama, fed up of his blind girl that 
he had torsaken hei to a hunchback? 
But whatever now. she thought, he is 
my hu.sband His physical detoimity 
made her feel s-ad for him and yet it 
turned her on She was seized with a 
passion she could never believe she 
was capable of From a docile partic¬ 
ipant she now became the aggre.ssive 
partner running her hands all over 
his body as though trying to leai n all 
about his physicality and passion 
*ind manhtx)d. 

"What is your favourite colour?" 


asked Khurshetji. "Pink," she 
replied. Passionate pink. Khurshetji 
started looking for a pink condom in 
the pack. 

Suddenly, there were .screams 
and shouts from outside. "Gulu, will 
you sec what is the reason for this 
.shouting?" he said She walked up 
to the window, looked out and turn¬ 
ing back replied, "You know very 
well that my eyes can't see love." 
"Lcl them .shout," he said. "Let's go 
to bed," 


i close to each 


Thw snuggled i 
other. Tneir breath warm on each 
others face Suddenly there was no 
breath on their faces, no air in the 
room, only poisonous fumes from a 
chemical factory in the vicinity of the 
railway station. 

And an unopened pink condom 
on the bed. 

Christian-lll 

T he next monung, Mary rang up 
his office. She wus very agitated. 
"1 must see you," .she .said 
"What'.t the matter?" he asked 
"Molhei's taking me to Calcutta 
tomorrow. She says that she has 
found a match for me and wants me 
to get married " T'll come and see 
you in the evening," he said, but did 
not go 

F-ven before evening could 
arrive, liquor emboldened him to 
ring up the Mother Superior. It was 
Mary on the line instead The 
moment she heard his voice she 
knew what w'as coming 

"What's the matter?" she asked, 
though knowing intuitively what it 
was. ‘You don't want me to go to 
Calcutta do you? I won't" 

"Yes Mary 1 don't want you to 

g»". 

"The liquor also gave his emo¬ 
tions full freedom to lo.sc control. He 
sobbed like a little child repeating 
ovei and over again, "Don't leave 
me alone Mary Please don't. Have 
you ever thought what willTiappen 
to me without youi love Mar}'? 
Plea.se Mary, plea.se don't leave me 
alone " 

The next morning he went to the 
convent instead of office. The 
Mother Superior looked sternly at 
him and asked, "Why is Mary lefus- 
ing to go to Calcutta? Don't you 
want the child to have a family, a 
family you know she’s nes'er had?" 

"I am going to church and will 
be hack by lunch Plea.se think about 
it and convince her that she has to 
go " "1 will," he replied 

It took a long time for him to 
convince her "Ewn if I go, remem- 

Hf'r hp^n onltr ■» -* '' 

















always be my love." "Remember 
you've promi.sed me. There never 
will be any other girl in your lite 
again. 1 can boar my husband to bo 
with another woman but I can't 
bear another woman to be with you. 
Oh shitf I feel so guilty I'll have a 
family but you won't nave anyone, 
Martin " 

'I '11 alway.s have vou Mary," ht- 
n'plied 

'I'll always be there," she said 
and stated sobbing and it took a 
long tiineior him to console her. 

Mother and child returned from 
Calcutta within five days. Mary was 
inconsolable. Mother Superior was 
tense "The good Lord alone 
know.s," she said, "what's happened 
to Christians these days Before they 
ask a girl's hand in marriage they 
ask for a fortune first " 

The next morning Mary arrived 
at the flat and handed Martin an 
envelope.lt was an interview call 
from the railways. "I thought it was 
a cheque" he .said 

"Greedy man, just because 1 give 
vou the pay cheque first bt'fore 
Mother puts it in the bank. You only 
think of cheques The only problem 
is that the interview' is at Itarsi. I'll be 
all alone Martin," she said. 

"I don't think so, " he replied. 

She stared at him in disbelief. 
■'You mean to say that you w^ho 
never take me anywuore will come 
with me to Itarsi " 

he replied I won't But 
take my soul with you It will keep 
you from being nervous " 

Mary was due to return the day 
after, by the Grand Trunk Express 
Martin went shopping in the after¬ 
noon, for fi.sh, lowl, vegetables, and, 
of course, rum. 

As he was climbing the stairs to 
his Hal, hi? heard a group of young 
men, as.sembled below the stairca.se, 
laughing and talking 

You know what, " one voice 
said aloud to the others, "There was 
this girl in college called Mar}'. Her 
parents really .should have named 
her Ea.sy' She keep.s coming to this 
old chap upstairs Dunno what she 
sees in him that I don't have " “Aw, 
shut up, will you," said another 
voice, t le's as old as her father." 

"Yes," said the third. "But he 
regards her as the Holy Mother 
Mary berself She's some Virgin, this 
Mary. She has a gala time with the 
doctors and techniciaas at the hospi¬ 
tal I pity the poor old bastard " 
Martin stood on the landing where 
he alw.iys waited to .see her arrive, 
hearing every word camfully He 
remembered occasions when she 
.said that she'd ring up and never 
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did because of pressure ot work she 
would explain She also did not 
want him to ring her up 

He turned and thumped up the 
staircase. He kept the provisions m 
the fridge and started drinking 
Jt is getting to be five Mary 
should have been here alrt'ady, he 
thought 

Dusk and Mary iirnvod together. 
She rang the bell as was her wont 
and opened the door. 

1 have come to return your 
soul," she said "Throw it into some 
comer," he said. "1 don't need it 
anymore." 

‘ 'Are you angry, baba, becau.se 
the train came late?" .she asked. 

"F_the train," he growled in 

reply "What's the matter with 
vou^" she a.skcd. 

"Nothing," ho said, "nothing 
"Nothing's the matter. You know 
what Mary," he said filling his glass, 
"everyone's the .same 1 teel like a 
condom except that I havi- not been 
u.sed only once 1 have btvn used 
and discarded again and again 
Lorraine was older than me and see 
what .she did to me. Frankie was mv 
friend. You who are younger than 
me always .said, "You are my love 
Martin I'll never hirsake you ' Even 
you were not honest in our relalioii- 
ship The reward of the taithhil is 
always betrayal." His voice slurred 
vvith liquor had an edge iif tears to it 
I've ioughi against it all my lib- 
Now 1 can't It nas ccuiquored me 
It's an awful load like oncoming 
death to realise that your old age 
has been stabbed in the bark by your 
young love God bless you " 

Mary kept patiently listening, 
knowing that he was piss drunk. No 
amount of words could get him out 
of It 

She had to somehow shock him 
out cif his drunken stupor and selt- 
pily at the betrayals once tind for ail. 
She walked up tu'liiin and slapped 
him hard, repeatedly. 

The violence in him again look 
an about turn tocu.s.sing itself within. 
I le looked at her, his gla/ed eves 
brimming with tears 

She held him. "Why are you 
doing this to yourself?" she sobbed 
"I am not denng anything to 
myself," he replied. ' I am giving a.s 
much ot myself as I can and am tak¬ 
ing the betrayal on myself You 
know I have always bc*en with you 
Mary even when you said you didn't 
need me, 1 still found a way to b«* by 
your side didn't I?" He started 
singing off-key. 'Even if even/ drop of 
rain/wouUi have a tongue/1 couldn 't 
tell/the measure of my love ' Suddenly 
he .stopped “Even you will leave me 



and want to torget my love Go 
on try to torget me. Try your be>«t 
You may not love me now You may 
hate me. But you can't forget my 
love ncir can I. We aie a part of eai li 
other's life Even when they bury me 
I'll live, not as a photograph in your 
album but in your heart as the love 
ot your life " 

I le drank the last drops ot the 
alcohol straight from the buttle and 
continued, inspito of Mary's .sobs 
"You've found young new educated 
rich friends everywhere What’s an 
old friend Mary, an old shoe easily 
discarded?" 

All of a sudden he stood up and 
walked unsteadily to the bathrcvim. 
"Handsome man, very handsome 
man " Finding Mary's reflection in 
the mirror he asked, "there was a 
glow to my face Mary, w'here has it 
gone? Why has it left my face 
Mary?" 

Mary couldn't take it anymem’ 
She pounced on him, slapping him, 
crying and talkig at the same lime 
"You know you're all I have Martin. 

I prayed to god to make you love me 
I lit a candle at dusk every 
Thursday. What did I not do? You 
want me to go down on my knees 
and say I love you Martin? The past 
IS dead. Why can't you wake up to 
the present? Why do you think that I 
will also betray you? Do you want 
me to die to prove my love? I am 




willinj; rvon to do that tor yi>u 
Martin" '‘Past peif^'ct Mary Piost-nt 
iinpi'rfci'l 1 havo always boon tho 
past; no a pastime lor owrybodv 
Mary/' he said, adding, a fill-in- 
(he-blanks. a stopgap When m> 
one's thi-rc that old ou>'j;ai Martin 
lomes handy."His vouv was lost in a 
stream outside the window tollowid 
by another and then it seemed that 
the entn -■ locality vvas scivaminj; in 
pain 

Mary ran to the window to tind 
out the reason She couldn't make 
out anything ex<.>'pt that everyone 
Wtis running. 

Slio Uioked at the old man who 
was staring at her with glassy 
drunken eyes His intense love for 
which she had prayed to god, which 
had suffused her being with happi¬ 
ness was now suffocating her If she 
left him and he died, .she could begin 
a new hte If he lived, he would 
never forgive her Maybe, he would 
lorget her forever, she hoped, tor the 
betrayal 

‘I'lie lett-bc*hind girl opened the 
door and ran into the crowd, run¬ 
ning for .safety, leaving behind the 
only man she claimed was her love 

And even as she ran, .she knew 
she could never really run away 
troin Martin. Me would always be a 
f>Jr{ of her She ran past the Railw'ay 
t-1 ab towards the station climbing 
the stairs and descending on the 


wosti-rn side liverv step she ran for¬ 
ward kept kicking Martin hark into 
the past Inspile of the const lous 
I effort he kept emerging bom tier 
subconscious, a tw'inkle in his eye 
and a grin on bis lace teasing her, 
leaving me alone? Co on try Maty'" 
t ler eyes blurred with tears as she 
kept running Fverylhing seemed to 
be growing na/y Everywhere .she 
kept seeing Martin Looking for her, 
putting her to sleep, waking her up 
with a ki.ss and lea, waiting for her 
with an ICO! old water bottle as she 
came out tiom the examination hall, 
teasing her, ligiiling w ith her; wait¬ 
ing, crying, loving, kis-.ing, even in 
lilts and on .-.taircases ami on 
Mother's bed, She couldn't remem¬ 
ber an occasion wlu n Marlin did not 
stand by hei. Even when she said. ' I 
don't want to have anything ti, do 
with you anvmoie He |ust looked at 
her, his eyes imploiing Can you 
reall) forget me Mary, he had asked 
I want to. she had insisted Can you 
forget our logelhenie.s.s, our love, he 
asked I’ll t-y, she had said, wanting 
to hurt him so much that he went 
out of her life torevi i 

She had trieil She w'as running 
away from him and she had failed 
She turned and inspite of the push¬ 
ing, jostling crowd making it diffi¬ 
cult, ran bark muttering to herself 
over her tears, "Oh M-irtin, w'hat 
have I done? 1 can't leai'o you 


Martin You area part ot me Please 
forgive me " 

Martin had com eout of his stu¬ 
por He f*‘lt thirsty and called out for 
Mary There was no rcply, he shout¬ 
ed for her Them was still no reply. 
Only the screamihg and shouting ot 
voices which came from outside He 
ran like a mad man from room to 
room, shouting hei name Her purse 
was still there on the table What had 
happened to her? He flung open 
doors, banged them, even looked 
under the low hung bed. "God no," 
he said "What had she said. I am 
willing to die to prove my love? Oh 
God, no, please, " he shouted, 
"Please don't let anything happen to 
mv Mary " Mary stood in the doc.r- 
wav, the wind blowing the short hair 
on hot forehead like so many little 
commas. ‘>he had heard everything 

She was full of remorse for having 
run away and hanpj' to havi- come 
back to discover now much she 
meant to hini He could not stv het, 
his back was turned ' Martin/ she 
shouted, running to embrace him 

He turned slowly 'Mary" he cried 
out and started couching He was 
gasping for breath Suddenly he 
crumpled taking Marj- with him to 
the fUvir Mary raised herself on her 
elbows and slowly fell across his 
chest— lifeless Their bodies forming 
a cross on the floor ■ 
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Sketches 

WAR GAMES 


Anii the names who play them 

This week: Ratikant Basu Vs Subhash Chandra Goyal 


A(.a>rdirig to 
Basil, thciv was 
an inheri'nt 
I'lMiflirl ot 
inlfrest in this 
situation as 
tloyal was both 
thf scllor and 
ihc buyt’r. And 
the only loser in 
this apieement 
was Miirdorh, 
bocjusi' ho 
wMiild bo 
[.■'avin^ inllatod 
rates Ui Zee 
Tblofilnis 

Basu's solution: 
Was not to 
throw Zee oit 
the Star 
network, that 
would bo solt- 
ditoatin^; Hut 
Basu was 



Ratikant Basu; Looking for a better deal for Murdoch 


I t all began: As soon as Basu was 
hired bv Kuport Mtiriloch to take 
over Star IVs Indian operation 
Basu, will* had already turned 
Povirilarshan around, giving Zee T'\ 
a run for its moiu'v with his Metrii 
Channel, was d«*termmi'd to 
replicate that success m his now |ob, 
no matter what it took 

And what did it take?; T’or starters. 

It meant increasing the tpiantiim ol 
Mmdi programming, .ind showing 
such serials as Tlw hold And Thi' 
Bcautip4l and Biri/ioa/i// in Hindi as 
well as I-.nglish And despite the 
criticism that this moi'e .ittracted, 
Basu succiM.'tled in his ohiectivo. 
latings of the channel doubled. 

Once that limited ob|eclive v\as 


i 



Subhash Chandra: Attacking Star TV 


achieved. Basu could luin his 
attention to olhi*r pressing matters 
And first on his list was the Suhash 
Cio\ al /Zee IV problem 

What exactly was the problem?: In 
Basu's \ lew, Stai ’W had got the 
short end of the stick in the 
agreement it had struck with Zee a 
few years back. According to this 
agreement. Zee Telefilms, a software 
company wliu h is owned by Goyal, 
would sell programmes to Asia 
Today, a company jointly owned by 
Murdoch ami (iisval, at prices that 
would be fixed by the channel 


determined to 

re-negotiale the agreement that had 
been sfi'uck between Zee and Asia 
Totl.iv, so that Murdi.>ch got a 
slighllv better deal 

Was Coyal willing?: Not realiv In 
his view, the agieement had been 
reached in goc»d faith w'lth none 
other than Rupert Murdoch himseB 
And there was no rea.son to rt'scind 
or re-work it now 

Cnyal's view Of the situation went 
further According to him, it was Star 
that was actuig in bad raith bv going 
in so aggressively for I findi 
language programming. In Goyal's 
book, this territory had already been 
marked out by Zjoc, and Star Plus 
was needlessly encroaching on it 
Asa con.sequence, while Star's 
ratings went up. Zee was constantly 
losing ground to it. 

Did Basu accept this?: No way In 
his view. Star was only doing what 
any othei company would do in the 
circumstances—trying to increase its 
market share And if mat affected 


Zee adversely, well then, that was 
; loo bad. w.isn't It? 

j Will Casu succeed in controlling 
' Goyal?: nitheult to say Goval has 
j mounted a new atl.u'k on Star, 
i through the inlormation and 
' broadcasting ministry, wheie Basil's 
I successors are envious ot his multi- 
j crore salary package 

j And how did he manage that?: Basu 
hopes to get Murdoch to invest $ 4011 
million m a Direct to Home (DTH) 
operation that would cut out the 
cablewallah, and make Stai supreme. 
But Goyal's pals at the ministry want 
to pass an ordinance making it 
illegal to own DTH dishes. Also, 
they are dratling a broadcasting bill, 
which will restrict foreign ownership 
ot TV companies to 30 per cent 
There is no way Murdoch will invest 
$ 4(K) million tor 30 per cent ot the 
equity 

What will this achieve?: The idea is 
to convince Murdoch that to survive 
in India he needs Goyal And that 
Basu is a liability.B 
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BEJAN DARUWALLA 


Aries 


March 21 - April 20 
I” Canesh.. says hard- 
work, fuses with fun 
iM|Hj and that is rare 

1 _ MmJi indeed The spot- 

will be on partnerships 
public image, work, eonner- 
lums and clefinitely a change 
in ihc' nature and scope of 
voiir work vc'hich will influ¬ 
ence vou deeply in 1**^" 
ilealtli needs lare and that 
goes for vouT dear ones 

Taurus 

Apnl 21 — May 20 

eollabora- 

j tions, lies, parlnei- 
j ships and even pil- 
grimages could well 
1 h vour lol lunv and the next 
’! dav. You can take a lead 
'Ml voui rivals You do am by 
the' wiilten aiul the- spoken 
nord SCI use Ihi-in as ■! 
icc'apon It there is some inex¬ 
plicable discomfort around 
I V'cembcM kike sfej's 

Gemini 

rday 2 1 - June 20 

VjH .Nc'ceiiM.s (Ml finance 
|oinl iiinds insur- 
Bim S anct', leg'll V wills, 

ioUiMC and g.nnes oI 
'hiiiiie Ihiving and selling ol 
'll Mile vehicles and crockeiv 
lioul'i he iisetiil and mleresl- 
iiig 1 lace .1 hohliv Vouian 
‘"iii.ilise exlcMisivelv as liiends 
gi' iill Dill to help vou ,ind put 
\o'i at ease Make the most c)t 
ill!' exciting phase 


Cancer 

June 21 — July 20 

•*> your chance 
vHKj . h) swing it, be it 
jBT romance or finance 
People will pav heed 
to you. Finish what vou start 
and do plan a trip Cive vour 
thought to an important rel.i- 
tion.snip which nei'ds to be 
extended or cUised It clam 
ours for a final decision You 
must communicate with veivc 
and vigour 

Leo 

July 21 — August 21 

B You are in tor a 

round of hardvvijrk, 

C'liri.stinas, c'akes 
and all One thing or anothei 
leads you on Financially and 
lamilyw'ise, this is a good 
wvek Hut health could be the 
mam culpiil. It wc>uld be best 
to focus on cieatn itv and 
style Travel plans will have to 


Libra 

September 23 — October 22 
! '’•^’P''''ty and otfic'e 

I AlJt; affairs h.ive vnur 

attention Also, vou 
I iiffiii I will be into impioc- 


Capricom 

December 21 — January 19 
A * ' will be a good 


mg your work jiro'ipects At 
the same time. v(iu ivill enjoy 
and have a nice time, though 
wilh the niggling doubt that 
much remains to be done. 
There's monev to be made and 
Inends to be called and the 
departed to be remembered 


t A f j Christmas in the 
I hLa \ sense thai vou will 
be able to make the 
mosi of it, despite all the limi¬ 
tations and hassles vou will be 
having This is a wc*ek ot giint 
endeavours and emotional 
hondiiig, so gel set tor it Isi'ep 
vour cool il voui male does 
not see eve to eve with vou 


Scorpio 

October 23 - November 22 


Kids giv'e |oy 

Aquarius 


January 20 — February 18 



1 I rips and lies mav 
I be a cliche, hut thev 
I describe acciiiau'lv' 


! just what the week 


be made 


will be nil about, as-ierts 
G'Hiesha. l.eain tc* sc-e situa 
lions, pt'ople, pl.ices toi what 
thev reallv are and thus you 
will not be the fall <ind loolish 
guv Home and tannly will 
also dominate yoiii week In 
ofhei words, you will be busy 


f j 'Sou will have to pul 
I in |ust that extra nit 
j this Christmas it vou 
1 want to set it up in a 
spIcMidid t.ishion People are 
likelv to blow hot, bl'iw cold 
lournev .md work might still 
demand v'<'ui iiine and talent 
Home mfliieiii es will also be 
v'l'ry demaiicling It woo Id be 
best to strike a balance and 
lind ‘'ome time loi voursc-lt 


Virso 

Auqua 22 - 


Augud22 - September22 
I ‘ lime to make a go of 

things and win the 
i g'Une 1011 will be- 
■HL. j vvoi king and entov- 
ing with ec|ual tervemr A 
donvesljc acijustinenf 1' tea 
tuic'd and piobablv, vou have 
been working on it Vou m,iv 
loui a gaiden, a museum .1 
library, an art lenlie, anothei 
citv 01 clistru'l Sour friends 
will piove then woilh 


Sagittarius 

November 23 - December 20 

r rhe highlights arc 

! fipni Imanci lamilv, and 
a possible gel- 

IBMmI logelhei I icivveVc'T. 
all of it mav not be c|uite trou¬ 
ble-tree. so make .ii altein.ite 
plan if you want Uibv' ci,m 
rortable and happv 
(>pprirlunilii*s do exist to 
make 1 1 lends ,ind soi lalise If 
IS the health factor that ir.av 


cause concern 


Pisces 

February 19 — March 20 
'■ I his IS time CM crc‘- 
:JIjST' ativilv and |ov 
lS| 5 .J' despite iinmeroiis 
IBT.TA, pressuies 1 he accc'iit 
should be iMi childr'-n hob¬ 
ble'.. food, music, hobbles, vet- 
satility ottiie work, decora¬ 
tion, rc'nciv..i‘ion, d.iing 
eri.inds and g-.'ttiiig it d.ine 
Pisn'ans are adaplabie and 
can take it m then stride with 
a smile 


BIRTHDAYS 


Oei.'emiwr 22i Sun aquAnt Saturn, moon trine Dranus wiH 
cause upsets on the worWront mote duio the strictly personal 
front. 

December The Mercury, posttioo means you will have to 
activate your Sties of comntihMcattoh and transport, s» there 
could be trouhte. 

JOecembvr 24 t Ttds fciS mpem fav 6 ui» anemotiMiat dpp<oa<h 
to life ami love. Ifhe.idtome^ iKittne .wiU decide many issues. 
On the wbrkihsnt Iheoe are jwtfv pdMihiiities. 

December Xfi Nfo ainmg Vbu wSl have die liberty 

and luxuiy of being ycnt'Wtirrt to be. lances and 


relatiotvihips are definitely emi^astsc'd. Time to prepaie a 
bhieprird iot the future. 

Decee^er^ Moon oppoKiiion Neptune-Juplter meaas v.-are in 
dealing in the otheifs and not to he ovetconfident or complewly 
isolated or wticamt ., 

December ^yrMoon oine Saturn, oppoiltkin Urantw signifies 
ffltvai We.saings but ft is cettatn you will have the enci^, per- 
scmaltiy am) dyntiiinism to push ahead 
0*cemiter2% Mutm trine Venm will lead to rntmoc, harmo¬ 
ny and beauty influehdng everything you do. A ch»^' in 
ytwr work paWm w)Q do wonders. 


Exquisite craftsmanship in 
^ intemahonalStandu^ 


R C. CHANDRA 


22/22 Karat gold and 


LiiliiO/'twiAllA 


JEW 


R S 


/dealer in precious and 
astrological stones 


I ’ 
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A jewel of jewels 


Ph; 475 6734 • 27 7221 • 248 8062 
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IT’S TOO 
NICE TO 
STAV 


^ WHAT are 
VOU GOlWG 
.TOOO.OAOOV 


(NO, 1 


1 ME/^N IT'S TOO NICE OUT POR" 
Af^CH/€ TO stay inside • J 
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HA'HA' JUS 'ThatSUV 
Misspelled "APPLE eobsler' 




CALVIN AND HOBBES ■ WATTE RSON 


SINCE VOOR 
MOM'S SICVL, 1 
PJL PE M^WNE 
TomEWT 




£ you CAN X OF COURSE 
5 CDOt? i ICANCOOKL 


r -1 m 

\<n * 

' - 0 £ 




AS SbUCftNSEE, I 
SURM\'IED TWO NEARS OF 
m OWN CCXXIN6 WUENI 
WAD AN APARTMENT AFTER 
COLLEGE 


MOM SANS ^ WC »W VlAyi' 
'(CW ATT ITWEK.gaSME 
FROZEN . WOOlDN'T KNOW 
WAFFLES AND SET TWES'lfiDI’ 
CANNED SOJP OUT, WITL'^OU =■ 
TWRO: MEATS - 


1 ASHED DAD \F MOM WAS 
GOING TO MA'IE A BAB'<, AND 

HE SATO -- 

NOT THAT /,, 
l/rHNEW ^ ^ 




PAD SA\D WED KNOW \F 
MOM WAS NAMING A KIO 
BGCAVJSE SML'O VCDK L’.VCE 
A NTPPOPOTAM'OS W\TU A 
GLAND PPOBVEM 

o 


m 


tv?^ 




DAD SAMS 
■SHE MTJSF 
BE FEEUNG 
BETTEk 


MC 30 NAVE 
WEIR'D 
PARENTS 































"I WAD AN ACCIDENT ... FIRST TMp AIRBAG 
EXPLODED, THEN LeROY> 


























WELL. HOW OID 
>OUR r>ATE WITH *1 
C01.0NEL5 TS^VJSHTSi 


<50^1 /^ 


rrs' My' dorissj 

SfRTHDAV -rO>Vtr 


^ X HOPE 'rOU ^ 
DOf'J'TTiXKS HSe 
//V70 TH^T- OLiMF» 
^ OF/V PlVB. ^ 


COUI^SE NJOT/ 


HOW OLD IS SHE 


ISO IDEA, 




'VOLVO HAVE TO CXJT 
THWOLVaH ONIE OF 
HEJ? LESS AfMO 
COUNT THE RINGS 


, /t/il'fln^ 


O/D TOO SENO TOOR 11/ WASTE OF T/AAE ^ , 1/ SHE SIT THE NECK 
DORIS A S/RTHDAT' y If/ X ONCE SOOSKT HERN OFF IT AND DRLVNK IT 
ppp' &r^ p rfitfT' ■ / I 1 A ■D^-vm t= .'-\cr oc=r»er/ \a ter rv 


A BCHTLE CF FERFOAIE. 


ANDP 


u 


#/ 
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COMB RISMT 
TMlS WAY, SIR 


nAtootsie, pdr petes 

A SAJCE' THIS IS JUST 
" A UTTLE joke I'M 
PLAYING ON atONOie/ 


HEYX'MON/teMMEl^^' ^ 

IN * WHAT*S ^ ¥4 

,THE eiG IOEA?f flSSay^T' 
TMIS ISN'T 
PUNNY// 




















T he one fashion designer who 
doesn'f have any hang-ups in 
sporting an alligator on his T- 
shirt is me reclusive Walter 
Johason. Unlike his peers, he has no 
reservations about displaying a label 
other tfian his own on nis person. In 
fasX, this fashion designer » so low 
profile, that few peope are aware 
that there is a man behind the 
eponymous brand. And that, despite 
the forngn-sounding name he’s ail 
Indian and is firmly rooted in ^e 
capital—^you can touch down at his 
studio in Okhla, the industrial belt of 
Delhi after an arduous trek. 

Recently, Johnson had his first 
solo showing (which was also his 
first ever .show for the domestic mar¬ 
ket) with all the frills associated with 
a fiudiion-do—a five-star venue, 
cocktails, the best-lookmg models 
sashaying to and fino, and snatches of 
music including, lie's an Ind-om. 

Ask why it’s taken him seven 
long years to make a public appear¬ 
ance in an era when most designers 
are creations of media hype, and 
Johnson smiles enigmabcatly. "I 
wanted my clothes to do all the talk- 
mg," he says. But with the ready-to- 
wear market burgeoning, Johnson 
decided tliaf it was time he declared 
himst'lf. 


Johnson's forays into the Indian 
domestic market may have begun 
only a few years ago, but die design- 






er has been associated with the 
ment industiy since 1971 when he 
began his foumev into the field of 
design with the IMian Handicraft 
Board. It was dieie that he worked 
closely with his guru, Kamala Devi 
Chattopadhyay, Bie czarina of Indian 
culture, who guided him through tlw 
nuances of diverse themes. From 
product development he moved to 
couture, being influenced by all the 
things he dabbled in: costumes, pot* 
tcry, mnmetal, shawls and carpets. 

Vwrking with these traditional 
handicrafts enriched his knowledge, 
exftanded his horizons and cleared 
his vision towards art and the craft 
of designing. Today, in fact, the 
industry story goes that Johnson is 
perhaps one of the few designer pn>- 
tesionals who ran teach his master 
craftsmen and kartgaars a few ik*w 
tricks. The young designers who he 
has taken under nis wmgs claim that 
Johnson is a perfectionist who 
extracts the TCst from his people to 
ecLsute greatest nsiults. 

His expertise has today landed 
him on the boards of premier fashion 
institutions of the country. Students 
of the National Institute of Fashion 
Technology, where he is a consultant, 
look up to the designer as a gum. A 
Johnson is also on me btiard 
of acad emics at the Pearl 
Academy of fash ion. With so 
much on his plate it's not 
surprising when he sighs and 
says, "It the week had eight days, ^ 
I'd work on all eight." However, 
he's a stickler tor spending lime with 
his tamily, despite work pressures. 

A round the early Seventies when 
Johnson set foot on the scene, 
the export market in garments had 
boomed and Johnson found himself i 
exporting his designs to Europe, the i 
US and Southeast Asia under nis i 
own brand name, Walter Johnson. ■ 
And since then, he has had little ■ 
oi'casion to look bade. ^ 

Walter sells high fashion gar* 
ments to these markets, not just posi 
honing himself as a durzer to the 
West as is the norm amongst 
exporters. Johnstin spends most of 
his time on R&D, visiting fairs, 
working with fashion forecasts and 
innovating print technology. In fact 
for his Fall collection, he has 
worked larmly with fabrics and 
prints develoi^ in-house and 
sourced locally, using Computer 
Aided Design systems for print and 
textile designing, pattern marking i 
and grading. According to Johnson, J 
all .i?«>d fa^ion must Iwgin with a M 


good th«i 90 per cent of your battle 
is woiv" 

If Walter Johnson has been asso¬ 
ciated with menswear in the country 
since the label hit his two exclusive 
signature showrooms in Delhi, in 
the West he is known for his 
women's fashions. And surprisr*, 
surprise, children'swcar too. 

So, why did he launch a 
men's range for the Black zip fioi 
domestic ma Act and white lound-i 
introduce women's 
garments only as an 
after drought last year? 

A long jacket over 
a satin silk shirt 
and check 
trousers 


Black zip front T-shirt over a 
white found-neck T-shirt 


Johnson explains, "While 
researching for men's fashions 
in the country I found dial 
the scope for men's AirtS;, 
trousers and jackets was 
unimaginative and very lim- 
it(>d. So I thou^t that l 
would design for men first." 

His first fashion sdtow, 
however, was a melange of 
designs for both pien and 

r-shirt over a A sleeveless evening 

;k T-shirt dress 
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women: omiemporary, chic 
V and wearable. The show put 
W together pieces derived from 

■ very different sources into a seam- 
' less progression of items. Johnson 

does not subscribe to the view that a 
collection must be segmented. The 
reason— "times have changed and 
people no longer slot dressing into 
1 particular areas. There's very litde 
I that's truly formal, or casual, as 
I dressing ha.s become compl^ly per- 
B sonal and mood driven." 

■ Be.sides keeping an eye on the 

■ latest international designs, Johnson 

■ consciously watches his clothes for 
H wearability. He says, "A gannatl 
H should not be far removed from the 
■purpose for which it was created- 

to adorn the bcxiy As for flights of 
fartcy, it is necessary to shmutale the 
imaginatioa but too much of it puts 
one tar away from it. Besides, it s a 
luxi^ available to few." 

Thus, Johnson's emphasis is on 
eminently practical ta.shion, which i.s 
not completely devoid ot a touch of 
creative eixentridty. ‘ 'The inspira- 
tion,"he says, "rather tlun defining 
a boundary within which to create, 
should .%'rve more as a platform to 
elevate the quality and richness of 
the design itself.''^ 

L ooking for a different approach to 
design tech niques in the country. 


Johnson's Fall roUection extensively 
explonra ^ possibilities of mixing 
fabrics, colours, textures and tieat- 
tnenLs The first line in the series of 
five, Sicily, borroMrs from the rugged, 
romantic look of the Forties thriving 
on the lifestyle of the Mafioso. 

Blacks, browns, navy, greys, tobacco 
ar»d coffee with contrasting reds, 
blues and wllows. The fabric base 
varied, wiUi pin-striped worsted fab¬ 
rics along with solid neutrals, silks 
in dark and light and cotton in 
strong contrasts Slim cut jackets 
with x^irts, and trousers with blazers 
added a iiiish of differeiKe. Two tune 
black axul white shocs^ tws, cravats, 
hats, cuff-links and suspenders were 
among the accessories for the collec¬ 
tion. 

Models Madhu Sapre, Colleen 
Khan. Sonilika Obcroi and Noyonika 
Chalterjee among 30-odd others, 
pirouetted on the catwalk in gar^ 
ments from the 'Indian Snapwots' 
line, which juxtaposed the bizarre 
with the real, tht.- fun with the fine 
and the rustic with the urbane. From 

A dark navy 
pin-stripe suit 
worn over an 
orange silk shirt 
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die coarse textures of plain wool and 
corduroys to the softn^ of vel¬ 
veteen, suede and lycra twills, 
'Indian Snapshots' plays with vari¬ 
ous textured'designs—^veknur, dupi- 
on silk, ikat prints and brocades to 
add a touch of elegance. 

Next on the show was the very 
strict and severe lines of Johnson's 
'Military' line in camel, l^ki, olive, 
pm and black in flannel, twill and 
knits. Uiese were matched with soft 
woollen fabric felts and suedes to 
give a feel of comfort. The accent 
being on simplicity, with woollen 
prints to lend that touch of softness 
to an otherwise severe look. Jackets 
and coats arc teamtxl with breeches, 
trousers and skirts while shirts and 
sweaters form the basics. Berets, 
brass buttons, leather boots and 
braids aimplete the picture. 

The Attic' then delved into 
grandma's closet, with its old 
objects, pictures and ]unk. 

Patchwiirk enibniideries, black.s, 
whites, dusty tones and bright 
colours dominated this liiw 
Miniature checks and stripes .ind 
paisleys exish'd side by side while 
knil-s with old fashion cables and 
high necks in patchwork, lace and 
viMveteen made for Uiat age-ol J 
look. Waistcoats, cardigans, evening 
«)wns and overcoats tormed pari of 
the collection, as did cameos, pocket 
watches, old cameras, embroidered 
purses with lacy strings and odd 
bits ami pieces. 




The last of the CDllectiotui 
revived the artistic i^lendour of the 
Mughal Raj where cmly die finest, 
the iriost luxurious would do. 
Brocades, silks, satins, dienille and 
velvets enhanced the evening look. 
Overall, a collection that doubled 
up for bodi casual and formal wear. 

“Mine has been a quest for a 
good product that should leave the 
customer satisfied. My research 
revealed that price too is a very 
important factor for selling clothi's 
in the market," says Johnson So, 
Walter Johnson trouseis can be 
bought for anywhere between 
Rs 450 at the lower end and 
Rs 1,500 at the higher side while 
suits can be pick^ up from Ks 
4,000-10,000 (reasonable when 
designer jackets alone are priced at 
Rs 10,000 ^wards) and shirts for 
Rs 350-1,000. And Johnson may vet 
fulfill a dream to get into /anln cloth 
ing and bring his garments into the 
viMume market 

Competition doesn't worry him. 
'While I'm not afraid lo admit that 
the aimpetilion in the market is 
very stiff, on Ihc other hand llwie 
are '?50 million }TcopIe in this coun¬ 
try. Lei the consumer decide and 
have the liencfit of the vast choice 
available to them," he says. 

And as Johmson goes public he 
has innumerable ideas up ins 
designer sleeves. Your children are 
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Short jacket and knee length skirl in 
tweed with a black lycra T-shirt 

lo be his next target (’,arrr.enls lor 
the tots are to be iauru hiHJ m’xt; .so 
his signature studK>s can gri'w lo bi 
a one-st»(i>shop for the entire 
familv ■ 
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First person 


SHAMi^iAD HUSAIK 47, hruik ^ 

ISiKsr unrs fBRK ilttM Jum 

«%, imoenf artisf *5 primary cakpitrH'jk'^ hmuttn,mm.a^t0e 
ani kat^tem^J/mn eoKOryaay 1^. 






dUsUlDfe HiKMif ill 

yotiJ;i»ilf? 

Wh«a I don't paint 
for long 


Wliat is foot favourite mwd? 

Love. 

What is y^ut favourite joutney? 

By traitv bus and tru» to 
Bastar, M.P. 

What is yow favtHirite dieaffl? 

To keep painting. 

What te niB^tnufC? 

Terrorism and blackmailing. 
What or who is the greatest love 
life? 


of yow life! 
My diild! 


y chUdren. 

What is your soutee of 
sttsteoaocet 

Printii^ and sculpture. 

On what oocastons TO you lie? 

Don't lemembec 
What te yow greatest iTOMtl? 

Mairh 23 ,1995 arid 1^ 20, 
1996. 

What has been yow hry ptest 
Mwl4197Q. 

What wtegs lean to yoor eyes?' 


What is ymu' 

favourite iaucney? iharing 

' tmneoesi 

■aUHfe Whai.driyoo 

By trauv bus and SSSf?^** 

truck to Bastaiv M.P.. whSuAm't 

jpehtt tor tong. 
(WhatJayeskr . 


WtC-T” 

pctfect 

lave and iet. 
hvepeaoriFqlly. 

W hatto yow 
gfEcatast fear? 

Sepaiaiitai. 

Vitoowsidwllias-bieMatoa<Aeli^'l aaete. w er lew ■ po tosi stten? 
tofliMBwelityoeKrlitti? .SneiMiteylAtifpu 

My pniente andSanba..' 

What ^ yon ^Wito^teate ■ ' htyhan^toagrand'ai 
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How do yon relax? 

TMCiner with tondly and 

What dh yon sroy arnst to otheiiM 

. tivto^ hr^npiiy tegi!^^ ’ 

How weteldjiwgi .tBBke tolto' • .•.'' 

HWlwB Uf Cw HWtov.. >. 'v 

At e gpTO mxBS^|>rin^ 

.. iff. 









it’s a printsKum- 
display calculator 


It’s for housekeeping 


It’s for interest calculation 


it’s for reconciliation 


It’s for clearing 


it’s for clean cash/cash book 



THi}- taature-packed Calculator 
sr.hai selves many choices I 


Fven the most 
complicated 


state-of-the-art technology 

3-^A‘'-5' A!, is a 


calculations involved complete Calculator, 
in today's Banking 
operations can now Some of our 
be solved with satisfied customers : 

simplicity; quickness State Bank of India, 


and accuracy with 
Al- 

Incorporating many 
up-to-date features 
with the 


Bank of Baroda, 

Allahabad Bank, 

UCO Bank, Bank of India, 

Punjab National Bank, 

Federal Bank . 

to name a few. | \ 

H. K. INDUSTRIES PRIVATE LIMITED 

9, Kalibari Lane, Calcutta - 700 032 
Tel; (033) 72 5685/1730/6883 • 72-6424 FAX IN 
Bangalore * Bhubaneswar * Bhopal * Bombay * Cochin 
• Delhi • Lucknow * Madras • Patna • Shillong 


PANORAMA/HK/9e 


In lecbnical coilaborotioft with ‘SIGNOTRON’ 











()iiliiiar\ lUiu- li)r;iis st iliniciii ^ iii w.iu r ciX'.Uin^ 
tint) him p.il' lu'^ iiri tour tlt)llu s 


I \tlih ,t pottt rliil scifiKilic mil r(Kli>pfr,'>i()n 
loi imjl.iiion ilis-'oK timlornil\ in \\ .ittc and brings 
tiaz/linp wliiifnt>s tn yonr t Intht ^ 
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